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OTHING probably sarprises a reflee-

ting English person more than the LA
5 = extranrdinary number of local en-
tertainuents which from year's end
‘ to year's end are organized for the
delectation of the puvlic of the
towne of New Zealand, and ths 0
liberality witl which, even in hard times. these
ara patronised. One merit which a town of small
or moderate size has over a large eity, io democra-
tie eommunities like thesa of Australasia, is that
of enabling mueh local ebility of & moderate
naturs which woald otherwise bae entirely over-
looked in a great crowd, to become satisfactorily
employed for conducing to the gemeral amuse-
ment. [t also has the effeci of educing excep-
tional talent, whieh, alas! =0 sson as it be-
comes conscioun of ita own value, mmigrates
to_ other larger centres, from whenee it only
transiently re-visits its old home. Uf late years
the formation of aniatear opera companies in onr
towas here has become a notabvle feature of the life
of the inhabitants. There is not one of the larger
sort which doea not once, and often twice or mote
timer every year, enjoy an exhibition of thie
diverting and recreating nature.

Wellington is the last place which has been
the scene of an operntic divertisscment. Thers
the musical drama ‘ Kob Roy,’ from Sir Walter
Scott's novel of that name, was produced by a
numher of amateurs at the Opera r‘lnusa recently
in aid of the fands of the y's Institute and
St. Joseph's Orphanage. The prodoction was on
the whoie most creditable. OF Mr A. B. 1'ater-
son it may be aaid that he made ir every re-
spect & typical Rob Roy M'Gregnr.  Poasessing
wondrong length und atrength of limh, he looked
the bold ootlaw as if to the n:anner bown, his
wake-upand dresring in the
part being peifect, Mr Pater-
son's wvoice and figure are
both eniinently snoited o the
character he assumed and in
Miss Letham who snetained
the part of Helen M'Gregor,
he had afitting consort. Misa
Letham gnite astonished those
who had only previonsly seen
her in comedy. Franeis and
Rashleigh Oabaldistons were
respectively played b& Mesara
E. J. Hill and H. E. Nicholla.
The former gentleman was in

voice, and with Miss
amuel rendered ihe inei-
dental singing which falls to
the rdles of ¥Francis and Dinoa
Vernou capitatly. Mr Morris
Fox, that sterling actor,
doubled the parts of Owen
and Major Galbraith, and in
each  character he was
succesefql. To Messrs Jobn
and A, W, Newton were en-
trusted the respeasible
eharacter parts of Bailie Nicol
Jarvie and Dougal Crator,
The remainder of the cast
was a3 follows : — Captain
“Thornton, Mr W, Sim;
M'Stuart, Mr J. M, Nairn ;
Saunders  Wylie, Mr A,
M’Bain; Bergeant, Mr F.
Racon; Kobert and Hamish,
Masters Lawson and Newlon ;

Andrew Fairservice, Mr A. Ballingall ; Mattis, BMisa New
ton; Martha, Miss Greig; Jean Macalpine and Hostess, Mise
Jessie Newton. The realistically beantiful scenery, in-
cluding  * 01l Glasgow Brirlga by Night,' *Clachan of
Aberfoil,” ¢ Pasa of Lnch Ard,” snd 'Tob Roy's Cave,’ with
‘Loch Lomond by Mooanlight,’ did infinite credit to Mr J.

THE OPERA OF ‘ROB ROY’ AT WELLINGTON,
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.\'[. !_qslrn. the artiat, while tlis chornses and the individual
vinging throughout, together with the orchestral music, re-
Hected the highest amount of credit upsn the corducter,
Mr M'Duft’ Boyd.

The sketches are from the pen of Mr J. 5. Allen, our
Wellington artist. .

everyone should be ensy in a private house,
in the nature of thingait cannot be. There
must always be some degree of care and
anxiety. he minster of the house is
anxicus to entertain his gnests, the guests
are anxious to be agreenble to him ; and no
man, but a very impudent dog indeed, can
ra freely command what is in another man's
house, as if it were his own. \¥Yhereas, at
& tavern there is a general freedom from
anxiety. You are eure you are welcome;
and the mora noise you make, the more
trouble you give, the mors goed thinga you
call for, the welcomer you are. Noservants
will attend you with the mlaciity which
wniters do, who are incited by the prospect
of an immediate reward in proportion as
they plense, No, rir, thereisnothing wliich
hre yet been contrived by man, b{l which =0
much happiness in produced as by a gead
tavern or inb. —DR. JOHNSON,

BUSY WOMEN,

A REUENT nrganization, in whicli rome of
the most distinguislied ladies in New York
nre actively engaged, is 8 ntreet-cleaning
association. Its ohject isaufficiently stated
in ita name. In order to secure neatness
THE 'DOTGAL CHATUR, and cleanaess in the city streets, which are

o e,

THE EASE DF AN INN. 8o aften disgracefully neglected, these women
have inviled otber prominent citizens, both
men and women to join them inenforcing the
LxT there be ever mo grent ease, plenty city ordinances with regard to cleanliness,
of good things, ever so much grandeur, ever  and the tact and energy which they exhibit
so much elegance, aver so much desire that  are harbingers uf suceers.
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