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was, because we baul had a very stiff day of it. His horse
fell over the last wall and rulled opon him. He lay

unconscious for some time, but he recovered, snd 1 hope
there will be no ill eHects, and [ hore alzo it will be & lenson
to many others. We rode throogh (tahubo, and & drag
was then laid from there to the Royal Osk, Unehinugs.

Many started, but only a few came ia'at the finish. Only
one [ady ayain was seen to lost throogh this. It was the
Lest and stiffest hunt we have had this eemson. Man

came to grief, and many o stone wall waa partly demolished.
A most enjnyable juvesile party was given by Mrs H
Laidlaw Thomnpson at her resulence, The Fir, Elleralie.
About sixty invitatiuns were issued, and the whole atfair
was & brillinni success. The decorations were mast effective,
consisting of quantitiea of towers, ferns, and pot plants,
brilliantly lit up with fairy lamps and Chicese lanterns,
The verandah wans enclosed, andd lined with South Sea Island
Toppa. The hall, drawing ronm, and other reoms thrown
open wers also decorated, theelfect upon the juvenile guests
as they arrived being most brightand pleasant. The music,
consisting of two violing and harp, performed beneath a
bower of evergreens, was excellent. Some of the dresses
were exceedingly preu{. Misa Thompgon wore & lovely
dress of white cri:pe ; Mise K, Thonison looked pretiy in
pink silk 5 Misa MeMlillan had on & handeaome green piush
with piok eaeh - Miss White ( Elleralie} was moet effectively
drersed in scarlet ; Misa Kate Hay locked very haudsome in
pink, with bongnet of white arums; Miss Alice Morrin
looked very well indeed in an uncommon brown velvet
eostume ;. Mise Winifred Hussell looked exceedingly well
in blue ; Misa tirace Russell had on & very elegant old gold
with Watteau back; Misa Sybil Davie looked charming in
& tlowered delaine, which was most elepant ; Misa Mayne
wore o pretty bloe dress ; Miss Marshall looked very wall
in white net over pink; Misa Law wore black and gold ;
Misa Elliott, very pretty white costume ; Misa D. Thomson
had on a charming white dress with pink trimmings. A
most pleasing feature of the evening was the minuet de fe
court, most gracefully danced by Missea Thompeon, M. Law,

- K. Thompson, and D). Thomson.

HiNEMOA.

WELLINCTON.

DEgAR BEE, SEPTEMEBER 11.

One of the most suceesafnl feativals ever held by
the Girly’ Friendly Society has jnst taken place at the
Ludﬁe. when Lady Onalow presented the prizea for needle.
work, Bible questions, ete. Mre J. E. Fitzgerald, the
President, took the chair, and Archdeacon Stock gave a
moes interesting address, The Countess spoke a few kind
&nd encouraging words, and alao presen thirty volumes
of Miss Young's works to the Society for the library,
Several musical items were given by Mre England, Mrs
Kemp, Mies Kemp, Miss Grant, and "Miss Williams, and a
pleasant evening was spent,

f course we have been to see and hear Williamson's
Juvenile Upera Tronpe. Fveryone else has been toa, I
think, and they have gained in popularity each evening.
Thus far they have only had one opers, * La, Mascotte,” and
this they are evidently very proud of, for they have given
us no less than six, if not seven, performances of 1t, so
the change to *Mikado' will be very welcome. Miss
Everett seems to be the best actress in the company,
but little Miss Stevens is my favourite. She is 80
ting, and goes through her part of the Princess with
yuch & piguante air, and to see the childish face above
her bridal ‘robes appesls to all. She first comes out and
sings *In old Madrid,’ and weara the daintiest little black
velvet riding hahi.h,lfust showing & pale bloe satin skirt em-
broidered with gold, and wears & large velvet hat covered
with feathers, and carries & whip; but she looked prettiest
ef all in the laet act, in a short red petticoat, full white
chemisette, and black velvet zouave jacket and little red
cap, and carries a tambonrine, which she poses gracefully
while she dances. Misy Kverett's first dress is & sort of
Patience style, with big hat with Howers and short striped
petticoat, and then she wears a pink silk evening dress with
train, and afterwards she appears in s bridal toilette.
Master Stevens acts the King very cleverly, and dressesthe
part well. Master Quesly i8 not ns goed, but his * make
up,” I think, is better. The clever marching of the children
waa very much sadmired, especially when they threw red,
yellow, and blue lights on them, causing their sabres
and shields to glitter agnin and again with very pretty
effect. The scene in the second act is very pieturesnue,
They certainly deserve patronnge, and eeem to have
got it liberally throughout New Zealand, Amongst the
undiencen during the week have been Lady and Miss
Heetor, Mr and Mre G. Beethain, Mr and Miss Buller,
Miss Heynolds (Dumedin), the Mimes Harding, Mr mnd
AMiss Draopsfield, Mr Walrond, Mr J. and the Misses Mills
{Dunedin}, Mrs and the Missea (jore, Mr and Mrs Edward
Richasdson, Mise Richardson, Mr aod Mes Barhs, Miss 8.
Urnham, the Misses Halse, Mraud Mrs Reyaolds (Dunedin),
Mrs and Mies Coleridge, Mr and Mrs Travers, Mr and Mrs
I3e Castro, Mr and Mra Mantell, ete.

A very pood entertainment has just been given st St,
Mark's sehootroom in aid of the choir fand. It consisted of
voeal and instrumental music, and atotnary and deblecie,
Twa tabiceww consisted of seenes from ' Penalion and Gala.
tea,” two very aniusing ones being *The Three 0ld Maids
of Lee,' and then ' The Three Young Maids of Lee.’ Five
ncenes from Burne' * Auld Robin Gray® were excelient, Mra
Lucas (Miss lioreuce Nightingn]e)nmging the soln parts,
and vthers given were* Victory,' ' Faith, Hope, and Charity,’
and ' The Ani;el. Heapers.” Mrs Lucas was encored for her
song, * The Children’s Home,” and gave * Comin’ Thro’ the
Hye.” Mrs Peter Webb sang, and alsu My Gooder, Mre J.
Y. Page, and an instruniental trio was played by Miss Kab-
lelly Miss Pilcher, and Mr A. Hammerton, and’s quartette
for voices was sang by Madaines Meek and Webb, and
Messrs Hueston and Plimnier,  The accompaniments were
played by Mieses Page and Hordwick, who sleo supplied
pinnoforte soloe.  'There was m large audience, and the
whole wiluir wns vary well managed,

We have lost another of our old coeloniats in the person of
Mrs Daniel Riddiford, who died very suddenly. It appears
whe was perfectly well thie day before, snd spent a convivial
evening with several of her {mmg relptives, but was seized
with a ewlden atiack of bronchitin early the following
nierning, and died lefore her medical mao (Dr. Kemp), b
arrived. Miss Willis, her graad davghter, and Mr Arthur

Coaper, her in the houns st
the time. The funeral took place from Ed. Hiddiford’s
place, Wobarp, st the Hott, and was very largely attended,
the Hev, Mr 8till and the Hev. Mr Fancourt officiating.
Mre Riddiford will be greatly missed in every way, and
especially in all charitable worke, of which she was astrong
upholler and generous donor. She leaves six daughtera
and three sons, all of whoni are warried, and most of them
living near to where their mother lived. She was an excel-
lent correspundent, and all her near 1ielatives received a
letter from her regularly every week, and up to the very
last took mn active intereat in all those around her.

We are to lose the Earl and Countess of Onslow for a
short time. They are going to {taki to visit the Maori
tribe, and are to be mccompanied by the Ladiea Dorothy
and Gwendoline Onslow, and little Lord Huia, acd Sir
Walter and® Lady Bauller, Misa Buller, and Mr Walrond.
Captain Guuhrie has gone to Australia to be present at some
tace meeting (I am dreadfully ignorant as regards the sport-
ing world, or I would know which meeting), and is accom-
panying Mr Gollan, of Hawke's Bay, who has taken his
horses with him. Lord and Lady CQoslow went to MaCollus
stables one moining before they left to see My Gollan's
horses, which have excited much admiration here.

There has been notbing exciting this week, but I will be
able to tell you abont Mre J. P. Maxwell'sdance next week,
and later on about Mies Noake's musical recital,

The two latest engagements are those of Mrc J. H. Cock,
formerly of Neleon, and Miss Spensley, so well known in
mueical circles in Christchureh ; and Mr T, Wilford, son of
Dy, Wiltord, nf the Hutt, and Miss Georgie Mclean,
danghter of the Hon., George McLean, of Dnne-lin.R

UBY.

deson, were both luyi;ig
T

NAPIER.

SEPTEMEEK 9.
It has been so very warm lately [ have sericusly
been thinking of donning & summer gown. However, it is
juet aa well not 10 begin to change one's clothes too scon,
or it has coma on quite wintry again, and to-day we are all
glad of our fure,

Tha last of the Cinderella dances will be coming off
shortly, I hear thia one is to eclipre all the rest, o I hope
to te“y on all about it in a foture letter.

Mrs Cornford gave a large children's dance. There muat
have heen fully saventy kittle ones there, and they did seem
to enjoy themselves, but who could help doing so with sauch
& splendid hoatess as Mra Cornford? * The rooms lcoked
lovely, the supper-room especislly, and the children did full
justice to all the good things provided for them. Amongst
the older children were the Misses Balfour (2), Baker, Roy,
and Heath. Miss Balfour focked av pretty in yellow;
Miss Annie Uornford also looked charming. The dance
broke np at a remsonable hoor, and the children all
agreed t.gnh there never had been such a jolly ball. Do you
know, Bee, the way the children danee is wonderful. Some
of we elder ones might well take a lesson from them ; their
stepa are o even, and they are 20 polite to one another.

e are #o0 glad to learn that Mrs Rhbodes is better. She
was so unwell at one time, it was thought advisable to send
for Miss Rhodes, who wae on & visit to Mra J. Wood, at
Neleon, but, fortunately, when she arrived home, Mrs
Rhodes was much better, and has continned to improve
until quite lately, when she hea not seemed quite so well
again,  Bhe is such a dear old lady, and is so much liked.

& shall be so glad when sbe is berself again.

Drar BEE,

We had s eplendid concert at the Athenicam Hall. Misa
Large sang s0 aweetly, and, of conrse, was encored. It ia
such & treat to listen to her, Mrs Sheath was also in
splendid voice, and sang somse very pratty soogs. Miss

itchings played nearly all the accompaniments in her
usunl excellent atyle. Bhe looked very nice im black. I
must not forget to tell you that a gentleman named Mr
Ferguson sang. 1 think he is & new-comer. His song took
immensely, and you would have laughed if you Lhad seen
him pretending to be shy. I don't beiieve he was really shy,
and his pinging was much admired. One of his songs was
‘The Bogie an,” the audience being sconvulsed with
langhter.  Yuvu koow, Bee,I doo’t think we girls should
get «ll the praise. I think the men should sometimes be
admired, especinlly wlen they deserve it. Amongat the
audience we ncticed Mesdames Balfour, Logan, Kettle,
‘Weher, Parker, Frazer, and the Misses Fulton, Balfour,
Hitchings (2), Rhodes (2), Gleeson, Roy, and several others.

I expect I shall have a wedding to tell yuu about shortly.
Miea Koy is to be married to Mr 8, R. Kennedy, and 1 am
alraid we are not as delighted as we ought 1o be about this
wedding, for what we Napier people are going to do with-
out Miss Hoy 1 really do not koow. Bhe is a most accom-
plished pisaist, and eings well, and is alwaye ready to assist
at any concert got up for a good object. ost of our little
ones, and indeed, some of our big ones, too, owe their good
dancing to her excellent tution. Her gister, Mrs Heath,
will miss her terribly, I hear Miss Lascelles is to be one of
the byidesmaids,

There is to ba s large Athenweum ball—a ealico ball. 1t
is to be held in the Gatrison Hall, and I believe erowds are
going to it

1 noticed Miss Hitchings InokinF very charming in fawn
skirc, red blouse, fawn jacket, atylish black hat lined with
ted ; rlsc Miss Chapmen in grey gown, stylish bat ; and Miss
Hamlin, fawn gown, large bat with feathers.

GLADVS,

HASTINCS.

DeEArR BEx, BSEPTEMBER 8

The Gymnpsium closed last evening with a very

ﬂ]euing entertainment. I was not there, unfortunately,
ut was told that everything passed off niost satisfactorily,
tition for the medal took place, and some
very gi exercises were gone througil, especially on the
paralle] bar.  Mr Charlton, from Te Aute, was the judge,
nnd his decision gave universal satisfaction. Eleven young
men competed (although one of them was put out of it by
having hia toe hurt), apd as two of them, Mr Warne and
Mr Ulsen, got the same number of marks, it was decided
to stil] further test thern on the bar. However, it waa
found impossible to decide which waa the better of the two,
and in order to get over the ditticulty, Mr Fraser geerously

The com

offered to give two medaln inetead of one. Hin offer was re-
ceived with great applanse. Mrs Hobbs gave away the
medal to Mr Warne, and 1 anppose Mr Olsen will
receive hisn when it is made. ‘veryone sang, °‘For
He's & Jolly Good Fellow,' snd the proceedings ter-
minated with some womlerful rformances on the bar
by Messrs Charlton and Hodge, the foruer wearing a most
ef;bumta costume of pink fesbings with red velvet tronk
and collar, aad bigh boots covered with gold ul?a.nglan. Mr
Murdock proposed a voie of thanke to Mr Fraser, which
was noanimously earried, and during the uproar Mr Fraser
fled. We are all sorry thers are tu be no more of these
popular entertainments, sand shall look forward with plea-
sare to the opening of next season,

1 am very glad to say that the ericket season 1s eomin
on, The ericketera had a meeting a week or so ago, an
arranped all sorts of pice things fur the coming season. I
helieve there ia to be & sort of large tent put np for the
ladies, which will he most acceptable. Mr C. Loughnau,
the seeretary, gave out that the piece * Kogaged ' would
very likely be reproduced before long, This is good news,
and I have no hesitation in paying that if it is played sgain
either in Napier or Haatings, there will Le & crowded house,

Ouar tea-wneeting takes place just mow, and won’t there
be s gathering, especially of smail fry. After the tea, I
believe we are to have a great treat in the musical line,
na most of our leading amatears have promised to sing.
There cught to be & * bumper’ house, aa the charpe for 55
mission to the coneert ia only sixpence. I wili tell yon
about the ten and conversazione in iny next letter.

Miza St. Hill haa returned from Wellington. She looke
very handsonie in & dark green costune, Jarge dark green
hat with cock’s feathers’; M Sonderland (Gisborne) looks
very nice in a stylish navy gown, large black hat with
feathers; Mre Jos Williame, dark grey gown, sealette
jacket, stylish bonnet ; Miss Humpheriea, very atylish navy

lue gown, tight-fitting jacket, small close-ftting hat : M
Harry Nelson, nlv%(blue costume, small boat-shaped hat 3
Mrs Donnelly, black gown, white vest, black jascket, white
ehic hat, Llack band ; Mrs Howard, handsome dark pgreen
cloth gown, richly trimmed with very handsome darkired
and green plaid, French bonnet of davk green plush, covered
with mnng‘nlds; Misa Greenwood, grey gown, sealette
jacket, small black hat with black pom-poms; M Vicker-
maan, dark akirt, heliotrope blonse, black jacket, black chic
bat; Mrs Longhnan, brown gown, fawn jacket, brown chic
hat with brown band,

DoLry,

AN ELECTRIC HOUSE,

‘T'HE most intereating portion of the Woyld's Fair at Chicago,
as far as ladies are concerned, will be the electric honse,
which sounds as if it might almest be a practical illustra-
tion of how to manage an establishment without servanta.

It is to be a miniatnre house, worked entirely by electrie-
ity, which is to be the motive power for the belis, the lights,
the doors, and the burglar alarms, to at once illaminate the
house in case of attempted ingress, The rooms are warmed
by electric radiators, and cooled by electric fana,

But the moat marvellous part ia that relating to the cook-
ing. Itistobe condueted on anelectricrange in 8 kitchen at-
the top of the hoase, and the dishes are to be lowered to the
dinieg-room by an electric dumb waiter, and washed after-
wards by an electrie dish washer, in which s child can wash
10,000 dishes & day. The washing, ironing, and scrobbing
of the toors And woodwork, and even the cleaning of the
windows will be performed by electricity. Everything
which in an ordisary house is relegated to the dusthale ia
also immediately deatroyed by electricity.

My only fear would be that, living in & hoose so laden
with electricity—for even the library contains little phono-
graphs for sending verbal miessages to friends—I shonld,
one day, find myself s highly cbarged that I might be un-
conscioualy executed, and, perheps, spirited away by elec-
tricity before any of my friends could know anything about
it.

THE LONGEST DAY,

IT is quite important when apeakinﬁ of the longest day in
the year to say what partof the world we are talking about,
as will be seen by reading the following list, which tells the
length of the longest days in several places. How unfortu-
nate are the children jn Toraea, FinFmd, whers Christmas
day i3 less thap three hours in length.
. Ji\t Stﬁckhnlm, Sweden, it is eighteen and one-half hours.
in length.

At Spitzbergen the longeat day is three and one-half
months,

At London, England, and Bremen, Frussia, the longest
day bas sixteen and one-half hours,

At Hamburg, in Germany, and Dantzig, in Frussia, the
longest day hae seventean hours,

At Wardbury, Norway, the longest day lasts from May
21t to July 22nd without interruption.

At Bt. Petersbnrg, Kuesia, and Tobolek, Siberia, the
longest day is nineteen liours, and the shorteet five hoars.

At Torpea, Finland, June Zlst brings a day nearly
twenty-two hours long, and Christmes one less than three
hours in length.

At New York the longest day in about fifteen hours, and
at Moentreal, Canada, it is sixteen hours,

FOR Invalide aod Delicste Children, AULsE-
BROOK's ARROWREOT and TEs BiscuiTe are unsur--
passcd.—{ADVT.)

Bnilders and others will savs from one pound to shirty
shillings per ton by using ‘ORB’ CORR‘UGATE.%,IRON.

COKER'S FAMILY HOTEL,

CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND.
ParroNteen 3y His EXCELIENOY LORD ONBLOW.
Five minutes from Rail and Poat.

‘The most moderate Sret-class Hotel In Australagis.

Inclualve tariff per day .. . - . - " 10a 6.
Ditta por woek - - o .. .. £3 3a0d..
THOMAS POPHAM,
{Lata O er U.8.8.Co.) P




