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Neill (Clingford), lovely white merveilleax trimmed with
striped apricot-eolonred broeade; Mra Fim woare a prett
nle lilac broended silk : Miss MeLean, black trimmed witl
right red ; Miss Stephenson looked very nice in white ;
Misa Tui also Jooked well in heliotrope fishiermuan's net;
Miza Roubests, eream merveitlenx. A handsome dress was
worn by Mra Melland. The bodiceand train were of brown
velvet, the petticoat of atriped cream satin edged with a foll
ruche ; Mea Hobert Tarnbull looked well in white and pink
brocade. Three young ladies made their rfébut —Mins Alice
Dymnck, Miss E. Shand, and Miss H. Neil. The dresses
al all three were of white merveillenx, Miss Dymock’s
trimmed with «ilver fringe, and finished with & silver
ginlle: wha carried a lovely white bouquet. Miases
Neil ond Shand's dresses were both trimmed with
chiffon round the ekirt and on the boldice, Both wore
pretty white apera cloake, Miss Shand's braided with silver,
Bra (i. McLean, slate-coloured silk, with ostrich feathers,
pink and slate-coloured ; Misa G, Neil, broad striped pink
and white silk. There were also present Missea MeNeil,
Heutt (2), Mackerras (2), Uriersnn, Gibsan, Morris, Beleher,
Hoss, Hoxtalle, Garrat {2}, Welster (2), Shand, Rattray
(2), Cutten, Heynoids, Martin, and Livingston. The large
baliroom looked very pretty. and although so many were
resent, it waa ot avercrowded. The auppet-roorm was baate-
ully arranged, the table draped with pale green silk, and
ornamented with ivy leaves abd white camellias,

Another large entertainment of a difterent character was

iven iy Mrs Dymock in the form of an afternoon tes to
ﬂra Buller, which was a farewasll previous to her leaving for
Christehureh., Almost everybody was there, among them
being Meadames Preston, acassey, Stantord, Gaulter,
Denniston, Driver, Wabster, Grierson, Lindo Ferguson,
Hosking, Mackerras, MeNeil, Rattray, MeKenzie, E. C.
Heynolds, Galloway, Scobie Mackenzie, Haggite, (ribson,
Davidson, Michie, Bpence, Boyd, Sise, Thompson, Charlie
Tuarnball, Fenwick, Melland, Woodhouse, K. Turnbull,
Shand, Holmes, It. Gillies, and Sievwright, and Mise Gib-
son, who wote green braided with brown, and hat to match ;
Miss Reynolds, fawn costume ; Misa 8. Sise, light brown
tweed, black jacket, and sailor hat; Mrs Hosking, black
serge, red jacket, and sailor hat ; Mis Hagpitt, grey spotted
tweed ; Miss Neil, brown serge, black jacket, and brown
hat with brown feathers; iss Driver, navy blue serge
trimmed with hlack astrachan,sailor hat; MiseSpence, nlight
grey tweed and sailor hat; Miss McNeil, drab tweed,
and black hat ; Mra Ferguson, red cloth dress trimmed with
dark brown fur; Mrs Melland, grey check braided with
gold, and black bonnet ; Mrs Fenwick, light brown tweed :
Mies Shand, navy blue serge and asilor hat; Miss M.
Muckerran, dark green dress, black jacket, and black hat ;
Miss L. Mackerras, red eerge, and sailor hat with striped
band ; Misa F, Spence, light brown tweed, and sailor hat;
Mies Macassey, Yieht grey tweed, blue jacket, and hat;
Mrs E. C. lleynolds, navy blne serge, gref boa, and black
hat ; Mrs K. Turnbnll, dark blue dress, sealskin facket, and
Liack boonet trimmed with yellow. Miss Dymock locked
very nice in & brown cashmere; Miss Alice Dymock, nav
biue sarge, made with Norfolk bodice ; Miss Ruby Neill,
grey tweed, black jncket, and red felt hat.

The Lady Savages still continue to give their entertain-
ing Tuesday evenings, and it will be s matter of regret when
the season comen to & close ; bubt by and bye tennis will
Legin to claim attention again, The gentlemen Bavages
close their season by aeupper.  We of course, are not going.
‘T'hese things are not_good for us. The last meeting of the
ladies was at Mrs Lindo Ferguson’s; it was not a visitora’
evening, Bu there were just the members present. Awmong
these Alesdames Hosking, Celqubon, Davidson, Ogstoen,
Melland, Spence, Gaulter, Woodhonse, .McLarea, Sise,
Boyd, Rattray, E. C. Reynolds, Stilling, and the
Misses Hattray, Cargill, Spence, Rich, McNeil, Webster,
Lieynolds, Siee, and Sievwright, The Misses Cprgill
acted a very amnsing farce of their own composition,
a skit on the Woman’s Fraachise, Miss Rich gave a lecture
on the Sea serpent, which was aleo amuosing, as wall as in-
teresting, aod eeveral songs were sung, ra Monktnan’s
being very sweet. UOuoly a limited number of tickets are to
be disposed of for the gentlemen’s evening which the ladies
propose to givejand every individual lady in town wounld
iike to go, na well as the lady members. We read of the
pentlemen savages in London giving a ladies’ evening for the
first tire, so in that respect ab lenst we are long way
ahead.

A new art club, ¢alled the Dunedin School of Art Club,
was opened in the Choral Hall.  The enterprise hms been
the work of a few young men, who althougEh allowing other
ogeupativns, are no mean artists.  Mr E. Packer’s namne
js among them, and Mr (’'Keefe, Mr Hayward, Mr Sligo,
Mr W. E. Hutton, and Mr R. F. Smith, Their idea was
to cultivate art among young artists, and introduce it
to the class of people who canunt afferd to buy pic-
tures, With this object in view the admission charge
gives each ocme & chance at the end of the time of
drawing one of the prizes in the Art Union, (uite
two hundred pictures are displayed, some of which
show considerah"ﬂ. merit, alk of which show skill and perse-
verance, [ noticed! eeveral jgood pictures by Mr Packer,
views of the Sounds, and several goud studies of heads by
Mr O'Keefe. Awmong the contributors are the nanes of
AMise M. Wain, Mies J. Pullock, Miss A. Emery, J. Gilgour,
J. McAllister, I. Coghill, Miss N. Hutten, D. Scoty, P,
Melntyre, and many others. X

Befure 1 close I mvst tell you about the Capping Ceremouny,
which tauk place in the Giarrisou Hall, which, as is usnal upon
snch occasions, was thronged in every part to enffocation.
I'he most exncting could not accuse the studenta this year
of misbehaviour, although they never at any such time
show *ilefersnce due to high degree.’ They had their fun
—very hearty fun—eome of it being directed against the
women's franchise, the skeleton of  female being tawdrily
Jdressed out, and rnised by means of ropes to a very exalted
pusition indeed, A few lines of Hugo'®s somg, * Who's
wioing to Wear Thern, I or Yon?' being sung to give eflect,
or rather mumbled in aubdoed tones.  Their printed songs
were witly and clever, and a cleverly drawn cartoon showed
two doclurs, easily recognisable, bghting over the lywmph
questivn,  {1ns sprawliog upon the ground waa represented
n+ just having dropped n jar of Kocl's lymph, while sbove
i Nourished the words,

*h whint B rurprisge,

Two lovaely black vyoed,”
The gremntest enthusinsm was shown when the ladiea
wtepped [orward to receive their honours, showers of bou-
quets falling st their feet. These were chielly composed of
apring Howers, and it struck me as very appropriate, & the

ladies were s young, and gathering the firat honours of
their labonr. isa Sglvis E. Gitford, of Auckland, was
among the M.A’s, Measts L. A, Sine, J. A, M'Mickle, and
P. G. Morgan being the othera Among the B.A.'s wers
Misa Helen Alezander, Miss Catherine Fergoson, Miss
Catherine Mosa, and Miss Marian 5. W. \Yhita. A wreath
intended for Misa White fell at her feet, and Dr. Stoart
sniilingly stooped down, and raising it, placed it upon her
head in his own uice, inimitable way. As had been done
in pmviouqfesm, the students had erected a platform in
the body of the hall, and upon thia their orchestra was
stationed, unrecognisable in all sorta of disguises, one s
Old Father Time, with & seythe and hour glasa, an immense
affair, which he kept turning in mute appeal through the
speeches,  ButY must harry on.

Mr G. H. Schacht’s Aunual Soiree was giveu by his pupils
one evening last week, and they did both him and them-
selves credit. Misses Bertha Mendelesohn and Jeesie Me-
Neil played the opening piano dnet. These were clever
gupiln of Mrs Binger. Master Cecil Williame, Miss Fanny

ergus, Master James Allen, Miss Hachel Marks, Misa
Jeasie Brown, Master Perey Braithwaite, Miss Violet Greig,
Mies Mary MecNeil, Misa Efie Inglis, Misa Gwenda
Williams, Miss Jessia Bair, and Master Claude Williams
were amonys those who gave vemarkably clever selections
upott tha violin,

Bland Holv has opened. The Engineers’ ball is upon n3,
and for an evening or two there ia a pleasant aut-llt\‘:b{nk.

AUDE.

[Owing to the enlargemant of the paper and the interest
taken in mociety gosuip, we are piving more space to it, so
that you need never hesitate about sending more than a
column. —Bee.]
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The last hunt of the season, which always takes
place at My E, Paul's property at Spring Creek, ia over and
done with, and the indefatigable members of the Hunt Club
have to content themselves for a few moaths by relatin
moat wonderful adventures *of moving accidents by ﬂooﬁ
and field * to any of their friends whom at any time they can
manage to buttonhole,

Professor Anderson has lately paid us a visit, and ex-
hibited some of his really wouaderful talent as a conjurer to
a large and admiring avdience. His skill in obtaining
money by simply waving his baods Las inspired many a
youthfal soul with fervour, Many are the disappointed
millionaires amongst the rising ;ienerm.iun whom ' the pro-
fessor has ternpted to borrow silk hats for the pnrpose of
working & charm and causing half-¢crowns to rain into them.
In the matter of egg-raising, the process was so simple that
I, for one, am greatly surprised that anyone having any
regard for their neighbours' feelings or their own pet gardens
skould keep fowls at all, when they can procure eg§a ala
Anderson at any time by twisting a silk bag about. found
ount one of his tricks, t oilfh' when he gave me a box to
put a lady'a wateh in, e left the key with me too, bat
there are ways of getting a slide ont of & box withont open-
ing it, and the box was Jong enough in my hands to prevent
any surprise on my part, when on opening it, I saw a canary
inatead of & watch, which appeared rising up out of a bunch
of flowers on the stage.

Mr L. Allen, who baa been promnoted as accountant vo the
Bank of New Zealand, Hastings, was interviewed by his
bachelor friends previous to his departure from Blenheim,
and after some coogratulatory and valedictory speeches,
was presented with some valuable volumes. He was algo
the recipient of a handsome gold horse-shee scarf-pin, which
was presented by Mr Snoderass, Manager of the bank, on
behalf of the Bank-staft. Mr T. Monat, of Gisborne, takes
his place as teller here.

The last of Miss (A. P.) Seymour’s seasiooal asseniblies
euccessfully eame off, and was attended by most of her
usual clients, who spent & very pleasnnt evening. There
have been so few dances this winter, that these monthiy
asgemblies have been almost the only thing to look forward
to, and will be greatly missed,

Hotiety people in Picton, thoagh few in number, are much
mote energetic than their Blenheim neighboars, judging b
the number of events which ' come off * there. The Excel.
sior Club (the members being the teacbers and pupils of the
borough schools) gave one of their periodical sociala. Quite
& nutnber of younp people outside the society were invited,
but no chapercnes, the teachers, Miss Hay and Miss Gilbert,
doing duty in that capacity. Cames, to please the little
ones, and dancing, incloding a lively kind of aguare danes,
called here ninepins, for the elder ones, ed the time sway
ll too quickly till eleven p.m., when t.ﬂe party—to use the
children's own expression—* broke up.’

The Picton borough schools, inder the conductorship of
the headmaster, Mr Howard, and sssisted by a few friends,

ave an entertainment in eid of the school library fund.

hess entertainments are always popular, and draw a large
house, all the town being, aa 8 matter of course, interested
in the duings of the little folks. The very tiny ones, under
Miss Gilbeit, went Lhrough their Kindergarteu perform.
ances, and seng their Liliputian choruses correctly mad
aweetly, to the wonder and delicht of their parenfs and
friends, who all feel grateful to Miss Gilbert tor the kindly
care and attention she has bestowed on them. The ¢ Imita-
tion Bong,” * Mother's Little Maid,’ * The Dairymaid,” and
‘The Little Bailor,” were &1t nicely suug by the mites.
'Mre Nickleby™s Courtalip’ was acted by Miss Howard, Misa
Rackley, and Messra M. and H, Greensill. Mr H. C. Seymour
sang & comic song, which elicited a vociferona encore.” Two
charndes were acted, and aconiedieita, * A Surprise Party,’ but
owing to the incessant undercurrent of conversation carried
on in the ball, it was impoesible for the audience to Lear
the ploy of the surprise party, but judging merely from
what ons could see, it whs & case of surprise all round.
Misa Greensill kindly acted ss accompanivt, aml Mise Lily
Falconer played the overtures.

The sea-eerpent may liave been accounted for, but an-
other curioua fish Las come to light from the waters of
Queen Charlotte Hound. It is calied & * porotaki’ by the
Maoris, and is about five feet long. 1t is & tapu fish by
the commeon herd, and only fit f for the highest chief in
tie laod. Its resurrecticu—it is many yeara since one was
seen—portends some great event about to take place.

Picton was en fite yesterday, on the oceasion of opening
the waterworks for the town. Eveiybody wes io boliday
attire, sod everybody capable of walkiog two-and-three-

Dear BEEg,

quarter niiles wended their way up Esmon's Valley under
the viaduct, which crossea the valley just beyond the
Eason’s bomestesd, up the track made ¥0r the convenience
of eledging plant to the reservoir, and which winds rouad
the hills above a romantie streani, which in places becomes
& ravine nearly a hundred feet below, and is here and there
hridﬁed across k0 as to get ab the easiest gradieot for the
track. The processionists mtop here mnd there on the
bridges, and look down on the stream, which rushes and
tunivles over ite rocky bed, and admire the eriap-looking
agplendzm bulbiferum below, snd then they lock up to beda
of trichomanes reniforme (the kidney fein), which grow so
ahundantly in tae peighbourhood of Pictun. Undeterred
by the mud on the track, or the aharp rockas which meta) it
in places, oor indefatiyable party proceed to the end of the
track through a short tunnel, which wag left, I presume, to
add to the romanee of the situation, an idea of which yon
will obtain frum your travelling artist, whom I met in
Picton yesterday. = At thie end uf the track we go down &
ladder, and atand on the concreta, where tha Mayor makes
hin speech, and presentiy Mre Fell (the Mayor's wife) breaks
the orthodox botile of champagne, ponrs the contents into
the reservoir, and afler turning on the water, declares
the Picton water-works open, and hopes the water may be
A boon to the townspeople. I couldn't tell yon half the
people who were there, for many had scrambled up the hill,
and were sitting about wherever they could find & spot level
enonﬁlh to hold theni, bub on the concrete I noticed Mrs Fell,
Mys H. €, Seymour, Mra Allen, Mrs Duncan, ¥rs Andrews,
Mrs Beauchamp, Miss (A, P.) Seymonr, the Missea (H, C.}
Seymonr, Mias Nellio Allen, Miss M. Fell, the Missea H, and
E. Dart, the Mayor (Mr Fell) and conncillors, the engineer
(Mr Dargnell), the Inapector of Works (MrJohaston), the con-
tractur (Mr Carr), the Presa reporters, and many others,
At the far end of the dam etood the inevitable keg of Picton
beer, in which, I suppose, everybody's health was drunk
afier the ladies had started on Lheir homewurd journey, and
what was laft was used by the bearers, who marched in pro-
cession down the track, and caricatored the proceedings at
the dam by christening the bridgea after the principal faniilies
in the town.

In the evening & poblic social was held,- and pever
before was such & crowd of people seen in the Public
Hall. Tae mansgement of the attair bad been left in the
hands of Mr H. C. Seynour, and he, ably aasisted by savaral
lad.es, who in turn weie supported by generous donora of
provisions, so that there was plenty and to spare for all the
three hundred people. The supper-table was laid out on
the stage, and it speaks volumes for the Picton boys, of
whom there were » goodly number present, that not one
single thing was touched ¢m the tables till the ladies
sat down to supper, though to geb a view of the pro-
ceedings in the body of the hall they bad to stand
on the forms sarrounding the sapper-table, and the fruitand
other good things looked very tempting, Duriog tle even-
ing several songs were sung. Mm Litchfield sang, ‘ For
You and Me,’ splendidly—if that is a proper superlative to
use in regard to any lady’s sinping, "Misa SBpeed, ‘ Love's
Young Dream;’ Miss Howard, 'The Song That Reached My
Heart ;' Miss Lily Falcuner sang, * Within a Mile o' Edin-
boro’ Town,” and received the oniy encore of the evening.
Miss Allen and Miss M, Philpotts sang a duet, ‘The
Cousins,’ very well indeed, though coming in, as it did, at
the end of the programme, after dancing all the evening,
their voices sonnded rather tired. Mr Howard also sang
' The Powder Monkey.' Everybody seemed bent on enjoy-
ing themselves, and there was not a sonr look or a sad face
to be seen all the evening. A eet of Borough Conneillor
quadrilles were down on the programme, but when the
time arrived for the City Fathers to seek their partners,
the City Fathers were son est, and the City Mothers
had to content themwselves with tuore juvenile partners.
Dapcing was kept up till 2 am.~ There was mno
formal opening, and ne gquestion of precedence, and no
Mrs Posh deliberately jumping Mre {’Vrighh’s claim, and.
80, in consequence there were no black lovks, Mr Seymour
bad eettled oll that by letting the young people take the
lead in & pulks. I saw Mrs Fell, in black lace ; Mra (Capt.}
Kenny, Mrs Doncan, Mra Cragy, M Oxley, Mms Fisk,
Mrs A. P. Seymour, Mrs Aitkens, Mrs Falconer, Mrs F.
Godfrey, Mrs Scott, Mrs Miles, Mra (' Donpe!, Mrs Card,
Mrs Blaymires, Mrs Hows, Mrs Mclutosh, Mra Jeokins,
Mrs A. Price, Mrs Carlton, Mra C. Western, Min
Jackson, Mrs Giliies, Mra Bartlett, Mrs H, C. Sey-
moor {in heliotrope cashmere and chiffon raffles), Mrs
McNab (Bleoheim), Mm Andrews, and Mis Allen, the
Misses Philpott, YWebater (2), Carlton, Speed (3), Beymounr,
Pasley (Blenheim), Lloyd (2), Bmith (2), Fuller, Alien (2),
Seymour (H.C.—3), Bcoit {2), Howard, Young, Greensill,
Falconer (2), Linton, Hont (Wellington), Waddy (2), Fell,
White, Hay, Gilbert, Kenny, Carrel, Jenkins, Price, Comp-
ton (Blenheim), Western {2), snd Divens, All the old
celebrities were present from Old Worser (Mr Hehberley),
who acted a8 pilot for Queen Charlotte Sound fifty years
ago, down to some of the first white residents in Picton, who
wll remained to see the very laat dauce. J

. EAN,

NEW PLYMOUTH.

Desr BEE, BEPTEMBER 11

And now for another chat, although there is not
very much to chronicle this time.  Of couree there is not &
continual whizl of gaiety in & little place like this, but we
hare the name of being a very light-hearted community. 1
hope it is not the siga of a ‘ grovelliog ' mind, but for my
part I much preler things in & small way. Doa’t you
think, Bee, that emall daoces are much more comfortable
and enjoyable thau large onest And it is the same with
‘evenings,’ and afterncon teas, and riding parties, aod
everything—to my wmind, that is. Like lbsen's Dr. Stock-
manp, I would rather belong to a minority thao to the
' compact majority.’

Since I dexpatched my last letter to you, Mr Courtaosy haa
retarned with another large contiogent to bask in the
shadow of Egmont.  Sonis people are very fond of speaking
againat the *invipeible William,’' but it seems to me that
we have reason to begratefal tohim. As | write ] canthink
of many niosl desirable settlers who have come out by his
advice, seversl of them capitalista, toe. Of course, all the
world over there are people who bave not the capacity of
succeeding aayrchere, -n\g if certain of thie cluss buve come
out with him, [ don’t see that fe should bear all the blame,



