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CHAPTEL X1V, °
=—=-— HE reason why pareots so frequently

lose all control over their children i
2
250

- G doubtiews to be found in the ineflici-
Y

" ency of their memories. They forget
S 4

—moat of us, unfurtunately, do—how
they themu:fvea felt when they were
young ; they forget that a very few
yeara suffice to convert a ¢hild Into &
man or & woman ; they are l‘ma.'bl_e to
realise that after a eertain time it is
not enough to hold the reins, and that
those who wish to retain authority
nust know how to drive. Mr Went-
) worth, being convinced as he had every
right and reason to be, that & marriage between his
daughter and Sir Harry Brewster was a preposiérous pro-
ject, aunticipated no great ditlienlty in placing hia veto u
it. Tears, of course, he did anticipate, and there wounld be
the nuisance and expense of going abroad for a few months ;
but that this ttouble would prove anythiog more than a
transitory one be did not for & moment imagine.

Tt was, therefore, without any misgivings as to his power
to enforce his will upon hia danghter that he requested her
to accompany him into his study aftera dioner daring which
it had not geen easy to keep up appearances belore the
servants and tn maintain the cnatomary flow of conversation.
He had wade np his mind to be very patient and forbearing ;
he was prepnre«‘rto find Sylvia nnreasonable, and he knew
that he would not enjoy his first cigar; but be had the
mugnanimity to acknowledge that he had been in zome
degree to blame for what had occurred, and he was willin
to eubmit to the disagreesble consequencen of his own heed -
lessness.

“This is an unfortunate business, my dear child,’ he
began, when he had settled himself in an armchair and had
wotioned to Sylvia to take one on the opposite rideof the
tirepiace. *1 npeed not tell yon that it has distressed me
very much ; nor, I preenme, is it necessary for me to say
that it cannot be allowed to go on. Brewster has behaved
very badly, I think ; but that ia a gquestion between him and
we ; so far as yon are concerned, there is only one thing to
Le done, and that is to forget as soon as possible how foolish
vou have been. We shall do what we can to help you to
furget your folly, and you may be sure that we shall not
remind you of it.’ .

‘s that all, pupa? inquired Sylvia, after waiting for a
few seconda. .

* Practically, my dear, tbat appears to me to be all,’
answered Mr Wentworth, smiling.

*Then I suppose I may have my say. I didn’t expect

ou to consent to our engagenent ; [ know that Sir Harry
ﬂrawawr is neither young noor rich, nor virtuous; I koow
that he bas been di\'omeg from his wife, and that he is in
every way an unsuitable perton for me to marry. Only I
shall never marry anybody else.”

This declaration did not perturb Mr Wentworth, whe
thought that, sll thioge considered, it wan decidedly
moderate both in substance and in tonme. *You think so,’
said he ; ' that is what everybody thionks at first starting, and
it is only after a good many years of experience that we
realice our subjection to the universal and beneficent law of
<hange. A day will come—it will not be a very distant day
either—when yon will get gquite red in the face every time
that you recollect baviog once fancied yomself in
love with Sir Harry Brewster. You will then, I have
no doubt, thank Heaven that yon were not an orphan
and your own mistress At the time when he had
the impudence to propose to yon, Meanwhile, the less said
abont hiru the better. I have been talking things over with
Muriel, and my idea is that oor bert plan will be to leave
Eonglund for & month or two, You have oo ides what an
old story this chapter in your life will reem to you when we
retnrn in the spring.”

‘ You aay make any Eh“ that yon like, papa,’ answered
Sylvin compusedly, ‘and you can take me to any place that
you please ; but I shall not give up Sir Harry Brewster, and

don't think he will give me up.’

Mr Wentworth laughed. 'You have faith i yourself
and faith in humaun nature,” he remarked. *That is very

retty, and at your age is very becoming. It can't hold out
f;mg Aghinat the hard facts of existence, though. Well, I
don't know that I have anything mcre tosay. 1 couldn’t
say more without hurting your feelings, and I am sure I
have no wieh to do that.”

‘Yen wouldn't hurt my feelings by anything that you
eouldd ray againat Sir lHarry, papa,’ answered Sylvia, sashe
dutifully kissed her father and wished him good might; *1
have heard it all from Lady Morecambe and other peaple,
atil 1 don't mind. It makes no difference.”

The truth was that she understood that complacent philo-
sopher a good dea! hetter than he nnderetoed her, and was
-iery well aware that he was incapable of persistent oppori-
tinn.

I'f e congratolated himself cpon 1he comparative smonth-
ness with which their interview had Ea.ne off, so did she.
He hnd seemed to gain his point; but i reality he had
gained nothing except time, and that muoch it bad been
certain that he muast gein.  As & matter of fact, time was
bet ally, and not her enowy.

Hefore nhie went to bed she wrote a lotter to Sir Harry
wherein she gave a full aecount of the waaner in which the

news of her engagement had been received by those who
exercised nominal anthority over her,

* They did not scold me so much ss I thought they wonld,’
she conclnded, *and thongh their takiog me abroad is a
bore, it wasn’t worth while to meke a grievance out of that.
Muriel is horrified ; but I think 1 know how w manage
Muriel, As for papa, he simply doean’t believe that any-
body can eare very much for anybady else. ‘When he finda
out that he is mistaken, he will sigh and ehrug his shoulders
and let me go my own way, Thatis whbat he always ends b
doing, becanse he likes & quiet life. Of course you wil
have ta call upon him, if only to show him that yon are not:
ashamed or afraid. The best time would be aboat eleven
o'elock in the morning, when he has finished his breakfast
and read the paper.” .

Tt is needlens to anote further from a missive of
which the wording was not quite 80 nnimpassioned through-
ont as in the above extract. I was not Sylvia's way to do
things by halves, and, having given her whole heart to Bir
Harry Brewster, che found it only natural to tell him with-
out affectation of veticence how dearly she loved him.

The conscience of that elderly misereant pricked him o
little an he pernsed the girl'a artlesa lowe.letter. To do
him jostice, fear was & sensation with wbich he had but
scant acqnaintance, and he was certainly not efraid of Mr

‘Wentworth ; Lot as for not being ashamed—well, that wasa .

another aftaiv. His remoree, no doubt, was somewhat
tardy, end duty now commanded him to stand by Sylvia as
imperatively a8 it bad commanded him a short time ago, to
avoid her ; still charitable persons may perhaps be disposed
to connt it as & sign of grace in him that be did feel remorse-
ful. He told himself that he did not deserve her pure and
unsnapecting affection ; he likewise told himself that he
would do what in him lay to deserve it for the future ; and
these unexceptionable sentiments wade him, it must be
ronfessed, a good deal more comfortable. For the present
his obvions eourse was to eall in Upper Brook-street at
eleven o’elock on the foltowing morning, and this he did with
strict panetonality. N

Mr Wentworth dgreeted,him &8 & man whoee confidence
hasn been betrayed is_jussified in gresting his deceiver.
More in sorrow than in anger, he dwelt upon the injury
that bad been done to him and te his daughter, anid re-
gretted that one whom he had snpposed to hbe his friend
should have acted in such a manner as to render a continu-
ance of friendly relations between them impossible. Sir
Harry, he eaid, wonld probably und i that the gnesti;
of a marriage or an engagemens coald not even be disenssed ;
the amazing thing was that such a suggestion should ever
have been pat forward. )

* OUne does not guarrel with the ignorance of a child in her
teens ; bat I think you must allow, Brewster, that I shonld
have sone right to quarrel with you if I were & quarrelsome
man.'-

' My dear Wentworth,’ answered 8ir Harry, ‘you bave s
right to say enything and everything that is bad of me.
can’t even expect you to believe me when I tell yon that I
love your daughter ; it was inexcmsable on my part to tell
her s, and I ehall not attempt to excnse myself. But let
me ask you, as a practical man—what, noder the ciream-
Btances, i8 it that you would have me do?"

¢ Nothiog, except to gnaway. I am soiry to be so dis-
courteous ; but you bave left me no choice. For the matter
of that, we alro shall away. I have decided to take
Sylvia abroad for the rest of the winter.”

 That ia perhaps the best plan that you can adopt ; but
yon will come home again, and if, as I firmly believe will be
the case, she and I remain faithful to one another——*

* Really, Brewster,” interrupted Mr Wentworth in a tone
of gentle remonstrance, *I thisk you might know better
than to talk such nonsense as that to me.’

*1asemie you I am honestly persoaded that I sm talking
wenge. I won't make pretestations, because, as I paid be.
fore, I can’t expect you to believe me; but I suppoee you
will admit that go long as yonr daughter continues to be
true to me I am bound to be true to ber.”

* T confess that I ehould not have imagined youn te be an
upholder of thut particular form of moral obligation. How.
over, it is of no greab § : b , Wh
Sylvia may be, you cannot be permitted to approach her.
The episode, in short, is at an end,  You will very likely
never see my danghier again: bat if by chance you should
weet, T truet that it will be a long time hence.’

*1 don't diepute your authority,” answered Sir Harry,
talthough I may doubt whether it is in the power of sany
human being to enforce such & decision. o will allow
e, perbapa, to see Bylvia for a few niinntes and to say
good-bye to ber.’

* Certainly not. Why should I allow it 1

*T know of no reason why you shouM, although T think
you might make that concession without danger. 1 will
write o her then, and she can show you my letter, if yon
wish to see it. 1 shull say nothing, or very little more to
her than I have said to you; but I think I owe it to her to
explain that I have not been cowed into desertiog her. My
position, %on onderatand is this. I cannot—especially in
view of what my antecedents have been—persiat in forcing
my attentions against her father's wish, upon a girl who is
still nnder age; but I am_entitled to rell her that, if she
continues in the same mind she may count on my fidelity.’

‘] am not eure,’ answered Mr Wentworth, with a smile,
* that you are entitled to tell ber anything ; but probably

your saying that will do no harm. After all, ope must sy
lomethm%.'

And indeed, it was in & very tolerant and welf-satisfied
frams of mind that this mptory parent bowsd his visitor
ont. His cietory n achleved with singularly little
ditticalty or unpleasantneas, and he was beginning to think
that & trip to the south of France might not be qunite sneh &
nuisance as be had representad it to He spent the re-
mainder of the morping in eonsnlting guide-books and wail-
way time-iables, and became mildly interested in his
studies. There were plenty of pl it seemed, which be
had not visited and amongst which a few months might be
spent agreeably enough. If the guide-books were to be
trusted, creature comforts were obtainable at Pauo, Binrritz,
Nice, Cannes, and numerous other winter resorts of in-
valided Britons.

* It in all settled,” he told Moriel later in the day. * Brew-
ster retires——under protest, of convse, siill he retires; and
Fatber Time will now step in and performs his costomary
work. We are well ont of it at the price of an expensive
journey and & more or leas dreary sojourn in foreign hotels.’

Mure! intimated — as possibly she may have been ex-
pocted to do-—that she was fprepm’ed to take the lion’s sharn
of the expenee upon herself; but she was &good deal less
sanguine than her brother as to resnlin. Syivia had al-
ways been wilful ; but her wilfnlness had hitherto been dis-
played after a very different fashion, and it was not & little
dineiu}:ebing to find that the gir]l had no complaint to make
on being informed that Bir Harry Brewster bad allowed
himself to be turned out of the house withont even ineisting
npon a farewell interview with her,

And when Sir Harry's promised letter arrived, Sylvia at
once handed it to her annt, merely remarking that it was
the lester of & gentleman. Tt was & letter, Muriel thought,
which had obvionsiy been written with the knowledge that
it would inspected others besides its recipient ; bnt
what was the use of saying that? Exception could not be
taken to its terms, which were mrnpulounl¥ correct. The
writer disclaimed any idea or intention of etterin% the girl
whom he loved and of whom be admitted himself to be
utterly unworthy. He was bound, bok she was free, and
her freedom would never be interfered with, direetly or in-
directly by him. He wonld on{f ask her to believe that his
enforced absence and silence did not and never would imply
any lessening of hia love.

€It is quite hopeless and quite imgossible, you know,"
Muriel naid, as she handed this adwirably worded docament
back to its rightful owner.

¢ Would you think so if you were in ny place and if you
loved him ¥’ inquired Sylvia quietly.

*Yes ; 1 am sure I should. I might not be able to help
loving him ; but | shouold feel thay iv wonld be disgraceful
to marrf him while his wife was sti)) alive.”

* Well, I suppose I am not as good as you are; for I den't
feel in that way about it at all. ' Lady Brewster, if that is
what she calls herself, isn't his wife any lomger, and
he never cared for her, and he does care for me,
That is all that ] want to know. 1 don't mind his
having been wicked ; everybody is wicked in oue way -
or ancther, and I daresay I mm quite ns bad as he
is in reality, though 1 haven't had the chapce of
doing m{‘l.hi.ng scandalons. I think T might hecome down-
right wicked if he were to abaodon me to my fate ; bot he
won't abandon me. He is willing to wait for me, and 1 am
willing to wait any length of time for him,’

Distressed though Muriel was by this speech (for of
course nothing was more likely than thav Sir Harry Brew-
ster woull abandon the girl who so blindly trusted him).
she waa nevertheless more draws towards {er niece by it
thaan she had ever felt before. Sylvia, it seemed, waa by no
means the heartless and selfish Hirt that she had sometimes
appeared to be, aml althoogh one might deplore her infatoa-
t.;:m. it was impossible to help aympathisipg with Ler.

* Ob, my poor child,’ she exclaimed almost involuntarily,
‘1 wish I'could belp you ! I wish 1t were possible to give
you what youn want ! .

* [ koow I ean’t have what I want at once,’ answered the

irl; “but it is quite possible for yon 10 lelp me, and 1

lieve you will when yon have got over the frret shock of
the thing. You are not like papa; you understund thar T
am in earnest.’

Then the two women kissed each other, and there was a
tacit agreement between them that the tronble which the

ounpger had brought “ipon herself should at. least be no

longer mede & subjeet of reproach by the elder, It will be
Bg:eived that Bylvia had indolged in no very extravagant
t when she asserted that she knew how to manags ber
aunt.

Muriel, however, was not conscious of havin§ taken apy
atep towards conntenancing an alliance which she still con-
sidered to ke absolutely ous of the question. What sbe did
fully realiss was ihat there was going tv be a good deal
maore difficulty and a good deal moere unbappiness over this
atfair than her brother imegined, and she foesaw that if
she was to be of aoy service to Sylvia, she wonld bave her
work eut ont for her for & considerable length of time 10
eome. Meanwhile, what was to become of the octher work
she had undertaken *—and what would Mr Compton think
of & residence in continental watering-places as valifying
her for ultimate ndmission into the society of St. Francls?

Weil, the shortest way was, no doubt, to msk him; and
this she did on the easliest opportunity, though she could
Ept]riefmin from answering for bim lLefore bhe had opened

is lipa.

¢*1 know exactly what yoo are goin
yon told me from the firat that I bad home duties to attend
to and that 1 had no business to negiect thems. Well, I
don’t mean to neglact them, you see ; 1 don’t mean to leave
Sylvia nntil she 18— consoled ; but if yon ere at all fair, I
think yoa will admit that I shall ba sacrificing myeelf far
wore by consenting to a kiod of life which [ ahall hate than
} cou.ld be by working under you in London, which I shounld
ove,

*By what sort of hateful life do you proposs to console
your niece ' Cowpton ingnired.

*{Ih, by guing as much as possible into seeioty, T suppore,
wnd by making as maoy new friends for her as we cua.
Don't you think that in cur beat chance ¥

*I am without the means of forming an oploion ; but,
from what you tell me nbout her, I shonld say that she
might verg rrobablg beat yoo. If her will is stronger than
yours, and tf Bir Harry Brewster behaves himself, this is
‘what will happen. Bome fioe morning you will say to your.
self that you can't bear to see people miserable, that you
have money enough to overcome Gnancial objections and
that divorce, nfter all, is sanctioned by ihe law of the land.

to say,’ she declared ;
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“Then will d to des If in favour of your
nimmmhw:iill sume tn;?:uh'mk whether you In.lvcn(":
iven as coavincing prools of maworldliness as any rules

g::n oould dem.nCE ?

! You are very cruel and very nnjusk 1’ returned Muriel, the
-solour monating into her cheaks. * You hava no right to
-y I act in that way, and one thing I ean promise
yon—if ever [ ask yom to_les me join your Society, I
will naot come ko yon umpt{-lunded.'

Mr Compton amiled. *¥You will not ind me ernel or an-
.just when yon are emipty-handed or in sny real troubie,’
aaid he ; * ir; make erael predictions now, it iln}n:, beclh usa
I want to pat on your guard against verifyiog them.
‘The dmp[:nh’:ﬂ. thon u_don't beliave ¥n it—we'll
say no more npon the anhject. The children will mise you
torribly and you may be sure that we shall all welcome you
if oare to come k %0 ua on your return homa.”

his waa eold comfort ; but it was all that poor Muriel
-sould obtain from her hard-heartad clerical adviser, and ske
wan fain to uake the beat of it. i

- CHAFPTER XYV.

ArtisTs who have reachod & certain age—painters or
wusicians or whatever they may be—will remember that, in
the days when they were atill students and were ig of
‘the existencs of that great gulf which separates mere promise
from proficiency, they had to pass through m period of pro-
found di A & and disappoi t.  Of stud

some are ditident from the outset, while others, whowe in-
telligence moves mors quickly, make lizht of preliminary
obatacles and ont-ntrit their competitors by sheer furce of
el fid T as & rale, prefer the Intter class,
because thers ia better work to be got out of tham at start-
-ing, yet it may be doubted whether their lot is an enviable
-one. For snonsr or later the inevitable time must come
when they find oat that they are only joat beginning to face

~litficnltion inatead of being within sight of their goal, and .

the re-action which eeta in after thin discovery is fatal to
not & few amongat them. Somewhat analogous ia the lot of
those who have fondly and prematorely imagined that they
understood their own characters and kuew exactly what
they were worth. All of & sudd thing oc which
-opens their eyes ; they sce themselves as others ree them ;
they realize that th‘eiy ars not in tﬁm lenilt what hhevﬂmﬂ
supposad, that they do not possess the qualities upon whic
thzy had plumed themselves ; and then, if they are in any
~degree itive or ienti they are very apt to jump
to the conclusion that they are worth mothing at sll.

Such, at any rate, was the melancholy conclusion at which
Muriel Wentworth arrived when she reached home and

ndered over the conversation of which & part was recorded
1t the last chapter. Tt wasnot that she believed ia the ful-
filment of Compton’s prophecy ; he himself had as good as
admitted that he was nnlf warning her agaiost a possible
danger, thongh he had called it & real one.  But what hurt
her was the idea that she was a persuvn about whom a pro-
phecy of that kind could ba made, and what caused her to
despair was an inward conviction that the keen witted little
Superior of the Society of 8t. Francis hzd not wholly mis-
judged her. He had alwa; 0
and it might very well be that he had been right. Perhaps
she was not of the stuff of which his followers wmust
needs he composed ; when she examined herself she
felt almost sare that she was not. She had too man
misgivings; she was too much given to lonking bac
after putting her hand to the plough; the world, in
short, was a very complicated place of hahitation, and it
was no such simple matter to retire from it and all its com-
plications. Of course she was determined that she would
never under any circumstances be s consenting party to

-anything so monstrous as Sylvia’s marriage with Sic Harry
Brewster, yet something whispered to her that she was not

altogether incapable of snch ¢riminal weakness, and so she

lout%a.il:h in herself and in her strength of purpose. When
all was said, what was she but a discontented woman who,

- for mo better reason than that she was discontented, had
fancied herself fitted to till a more lofty position than the
very commonplace and uninteresting one which had been
asgigned to her by Providence?

Seti-knowledge is doubtless salutary; but self-distrust
and eeli-disgast can do nobody any good ; so that it was

_just as weslf for Muriel that she was interrupted in the
midst of these gloomy meditations by the entrance of a
visitor who had always recognised wnd rendered fall justice
to ber virtnes.

¢1 thought 1 might venture to look in wpon you, since
your niece is away from howe,’” Colonsl Medhurit maid,
*You told me the other day that you dida't wisk me to
:meet her.’

“DidlI? [ only mesnt that yon probably would not wish
to meet her,’ answered Muriel. ‘She hes come back ; but

- she isn't in the room ae yoa see, and I am glad of it, becavse
I have something that ['must tell you about her,’

* [ndeed ¥ said the Colonel with a startled Jook.
oot that she —bat [ know that canunot be so, I apoke to your
brother—perhapa he told yon about it'—and although I

- ¢ould not get him to say that he would turn his back upoen
Erawster, he seemed to be quite alive to the fact that the
man ia 8 sconndrel, It is inconceivable that he c¢an have

- consented to give his danghter tosuch a brute. Besides,
she has been out of London.

*Yes; and so has Sir Harry Brewster. I had better tell
¥you the trath at once, though of course we do not wish it
to be talked about. Sir Harry deliberately fallowed Syivia
to Morecambe Priory, where she was staying, and he has
proposed to her aud she has accepted him. It ia hortible
and shiameful ; but that is what has haEpened, and I wonld
rather that you heard of it from me than from somebody

- else—aas I auppose yon would have been almoat sure to do,
-sooner or later. aturally, James bas forbidden the en-
gasiemenh. and will not allow her to ses Sir Harry again;
till T am afraid we must not flatter ourselves that the atfair
can be put au ¢nd to in that summary way. 8ylvia sub-
mita after & fashion ; but she declares that she will marry
the man sa soon as she is of , and he bas given her a re-
lenss which is nothing mors than nominal. My brother ia
persaaded that it will be all right ; L wish I could think so ¥’

Colonel Medharst bit his moustache aad frowned. Mr
‘Wentworth had apparently done his duty as u father ; bug
that there should be any yuestion of Sir Harry Brewater's

+ mooording m relanss, nominal or otherwise, to the girl whom
he had iosulted by au offec of luarrhﬁe waa anrely evidenos
- that indalg: bad been hed a little too far.

* Surely

refused to take her seriously,

" the can't pomibly marry him, you kiow,” by said in &
somewhat sharp 1one of voioe,

* 1 hope not,’ answered Moriel despondently; ‘ but sven
If the marriage nover takea place, her youth will have been
apoilt all the same. What can we do? ™ Weare to go abroad
immodi.ltaliud worhall be away for some moaths T’hlieve:
but l'dm’t. now that the change will make much dii¥er-

Colonal Medhurat's face fell. * Yon are going abroad ¥
be achosd disconsolately, * Aud when you return, I shall
have gone back w0 my regiment, [ suppose.  Will you like
it ¥—the goiog abroad [ mean.’

¢ 1t Oh, no, I shall not tike it at all ; bat it is not on my
acconnt that we are going. Perhaps it is the beat thing
wea can do for Bylvia, though it ssems a doubtiul sort of
remedy. At ali events, by taking Ler away we shall pre-
vent her sesing or hearing of Sir Harry Brewster.’

* I shonid have thooght you might have prevented that
without learing home.  And it does seem to me that your
wicbhes are entitled to some slight consideration. Won's it
be rather & wrench to you %0 have to give up your visits to
the children's hospital and—and al) that ¥ .

*Yea: butlam not sure that I mind guite so much an I
thought I should  Although [ liked being with the children
and elpmﬁtn amuse them, that wasn't the kind of work
that I could have gone on with for an indefinite time, aud I
never intended to atop short there. To tell the truth, I
looked upon niyself as a sork of probationer ; bt this after-
noon Mr Compton has completely nndeceived me. He
never had ln{ iden of admitting me into the Society; he
does not think me £t for it.*

* Well, if you come 10 that,’ observed Colonel Medharst,
vmiling, ‘nor do I. T think yon are fitted for momething
better than snch a life.” - .

‘That is absord. What ean be better than to give all
that yon —your money and your labour and your
whole heari—-to your fellow-creatnrea? Mr Compton is
convinced that I should never give my whole heart tothem ;
and [ can't feel certain that he is mistaken.”

*I sincerely trust: that he is not," declared Medhurst,
who for the moment had forgotten all about Sylvia and Sir
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basiness to her in w0 embarrassing = ition. Aw
offer of marnage may be declined, with soi exprossiuns

M.ymmhl‘:“d regrat 3 bot what s 80 be maid to s man
who avows himuelf a lover, yet abstains from putting himaslf
forward as & suitort

* I can't inmgine are speaking serionaly,’ she said

that you
at length, in defanlt of any better rejoinder.

*I ami us serions as it is possible 1o be, although 1 don’s
wonder at your scopticien,  Falling in love is what nobody
can help ; it may be a blessing or a misfortune, secording to
circumstances ; bot 1 don’t deny that & wan of my age who
falls in love with m girl of yours deserves to be lnughed at.’
. Afo_hm pothing to do with it,’ returned Muriel; * look
st Sylvia and Sir Harry Brewster | Unly—'

M nli if [ wern five and twenty, that woolda't help me ¥
‘Well, that may or may not be so: onecan't tell. [n any
event, I am quita aware that I am not the right person of
whom I was speaking just now, and I only mentivned my
cana by way of an example and illustration. liowever,
sinee I have mentioned it, I shan't make matters worss by
dwelling upon it for one minnts more. There is s sort of
satisfaction, which 1 amn snre you won't grodge me, in tell-
ing {on what I believe to be the trath, thas nobody ecan
ever Jove you more than 1do. I won't aay that nobody
will ever love you mn mneh, becanss that would be non-
sense, I_auuppm; but I want yon, if you will, to let me be

our friend atill aod to remember that if at any time [ can
of service to you, you will do me the greatest of kind-
hessen by telling me so. 1 shall be quarterad at Colchester
for the next two years_in all probability.  Now I'll say no
more about mysell. I wonder whether I have comforted
you at sll by letting you into my secret.’

By this time Muciel had d her self-p and
was able to frame something in the shape of a fitting reply.
She did not say that Colonel Medbursi's avuwal had com-
forted her, nor did she thiak it worth while to point ount to
him how wide he was of the mark in his estiinate of her re.
quir ta ; bub she d him that she was not ungrate-
Tul for the high compliment that he had paid ber, and she
e;ﬂfpregqed the hope which evar{ woman who rtefuses an
offer is bowod to express, that he would scon meet with

Harry Brewster and who was decidedly of opinion that a

riion of Miss Wentworth’s heart ought to be reserved for

esa general gnrposes; *it in easy to eerve one's fellow-

ereatores withont taking vows or wearing a poke-bonmet,
and though the life of a Sister of Charity may be the best
for some exceptional persons, I am sure it can’t be the bheat
for everybody.” :

‘ Exaetly so, I faneied .myself an exceptional person,
whereas [ am nothing of the sort it appears. Yon and Mr
Compton may have judged me quite correctly ; Lut I can't
pretend to feel exhilarated by your jadgment, and that is
ouer éason why I don’s so very mnch” object to leaving the
conuntry.’ '

‘T understand,” gravely obaerved Colonel Medhurst—
who, however, did not understand in the least. *I am
sorry that yon should have been disappointed ; but I con-
fess | shan't be sorry if your disappointment causes you to
give up the notions that youo have . I wish you weren’t:
polng away though 3

* Thank you ; bat I ehould imagine that there ean hardly
ba another individual in London whose abseace would be
less noticed or less regretted. I am taking with me the
only two human beings who want we; and it is doubtful
whether even they are conscions of wanting me. There's
no uge in wondering ; still I do wonder for what possible
purpose I can have been aent into tha world '

Colonel Medhurst was deeply and honestly in love; but
pethaps he had passed the ageat which lovérs are blind to
any absurdities that ean be uttered Ly the objects of their
adoration, 'All that,’ he exrlaimed, langhing, ' because
Compton is wise enongh and kind encugh to forbid you
taking a leap in the dark.”

*No; not beeause of that, but becanse T feel that T am
nsalesa and that I always shall be useless. You, being o
man, can’t nnderstand what [ mean or what there is to
make such a fuss about. A man has his profession ; if he
doesn’t distingaish himself in it, at least it gives him work,
and perhaps he doesn’t pasticularly care §bout being dis-
tinguished. But women-—or, at all events, women who are
like me—muat either be something out of the ordinary or
else nothing at all. Is it a sign of inordinate vanity or
ambition that I can’t submit very cheerfully to the prospect
of being nothing at all?’

‘Tt is certainly no sign of vanity, and there isn’t any-
thing to be ashamed of in ambition.” Oaly I should like to
convinee you, if I could, that the prospect before yon is not
in the lesst what you say it is.’

Muriel shook her b ‘I'm afraid you won’t be able to
do that,’ ssid she,

*Tll have & try, aoyhow, thoogh T know that in about
an hout's time I nlvm'll repent of having said what [am goin
to say, Now, Miss Wantworth, what is the matter with
you i9 just this—isa's 1t 7—that you think nobody cares for

on. wonldn't for the world accuse you of a yeaming to
loved, which [suppose yon would considar a very maudlin
and school-girlisk sort of sentiment ; bub when you come to
think of it, it amonnts to pretty much the same thing, and
it’s & wish which is common to all mortals whether they ad-
mit it or not.  You say you waaot to bs of use? but’isen’t
yoar real meaning that you want to feel yourself essential
to somebody or other’s happiness ¥

‘To the best of my 'berief. I ooly mean what I say,’
answered Muriel * But My Compton has put me out of 8l
conceit with myeelf, and if you demoustrate to me that I
am a humbu§ you won't astonish me. Well; to whose
hapaineuu am [ essential ¥

¢ Uh, only to mine, so faras I koow ; but my reason for
making that ridiculous eonfession—because of course it is
rather ridiculous—isthatit maysupgestconsolatoryinferences
to you. If, without making any effort to do a0, and indeed
withont the faintest suspicion of what you have done, yon
can win the heart of an elderly wall-seasoned colonel of
cavalry and can reduce him to such a condition of idiccy
that he worahips the very ground yon traad wpen; doesn’t
it meeru to follow that you can win othar peuvple’s henrts,
easily enough! Uther people, you may bs sure, will turn
up. The right person mnﬁr nat be the first or the second or
the third, but he will make his appsarance some day, and
when he does—well, 1 preaume that youn will feel very grate-
fol to Compton, aod very thankful that you are mot & Sister
of Charity."

Never, perhaps, was a declaration of love worded in s
manner nwre awkward to respond to.  Muriel was gennioely
surprised aud taken aback | but her anooyance was greater
thao her surprisa. Colonel Medhurst, she thought, had no

body more worthy of his sffection than she could pre--
tend 5o be,

He made her fesl somewhat ashamed of her trite phrases
by ignoring them and merely answering that his back was
broad enough for his burden.

‘ Aa you said just now, & man has always his profession,
and I have been volerably lucky in mine, se that there is no
great danger of my being superaunnated. I shall reconcile
myself to my late somehow or other, and 1 hope and think
that you will reconcile yonrself to yours. Only, if 1 might
aak & small favour of yon, it woulg be that you will allow
me eredit for knowing my own miud.’

She might have retorted that that was more than he had
been willing to allow her; but she did not, and she cried a
little miter he had gone away. [t was not that she re-
gretted the refusal which he had taken for granted ; she dil
not ‘love him, asd for marriage in the abstract she had no
inclination, Btill it seemed a great pity that she could not
be eatisfied with what- wonhF anticfy the generality of
‘women, and she was ntore sorry fur herself than she was for
the man who had pro:laimed lis ability to reconcile himself
0 his fate,

To grumble becanse one differs fromn the vest of one's
n;iwecies is, no doubs, & form of complaint to which the resty
of the species find it ditlicult to listen with patience ; yet
we, who enjoy the blesei of being place, should
not be too hard upon those who do not share onr advan-
tages, Afterall, they are not to blame. Their peculiarities
result from heredity or from the conformation of the skull
or from some canse for which punr human nature cannat be
held responsible, and we are stiil as far aa ever from being
able to answer that queer question, * Did this man sin or his
parents that he waas born blind ¥

CHAPTER XV

THE avarnge young Englishman of the present period is, aa
all fair-minded observers willacknowledge, equal aa regards
wanly attributes to his predecessora. He is probubly not
much more ofalool than theyused to be; if he cannotbe said to
have made any great advance npon their intellectunl level,
he seems to have scored & point or two againet them in a

hyeical sense, and when called upon 4o fight he is seldom
vund wanting. There are, of course, exceplions ; but the
smooth shaven rseudo- aportamen of to—du{’ are not more
rtepresentative of their clasa than were the nudrenrys of &
former epoch, and & fair proportion even of these, it may
be, formed of mnre solid stulf than might ba inferred from
their manners and appearance.

It was for instance, far more poor Johnny Hill's misfor-
tune than his fanlt that the greater part of his time was
apent in lcating aimlensly about the streets of London, that he
waas & frequenter of munsie-halls, n diligent realer of sporting
papers and that he did what in hini sy to earn the enviable
reputation of being no end of & dog. [n early life one must
neede have ambitions of one kind or ancther, and that his
had taken this pomewhat ignoble form was chisfly due to
circumatances beyond his control. His home was in Lon-
don ; he was very well oft'; he had passed through public
achool and uaiversity life without baving the good luck to
secure any frionds whose friendship was worth possewsing ;
he had a mother who wurshippad him and of whease wisdem
&od knowledge he entertained, by one of those strangs per-
versiliea for which there is no a¢counting, an exalted opinion:
finally, he waa rather stupid and wnaffectedly hnmble.
Something might have been made of him it he had been put
into the army; but novhing was likely to be made of him
now excapt an oaf—which “indeed was the unHastering de-
scription that was too often given of bim by his acyuaint-
ances.

It was the deacription that hal always been given of
him by Miss Sylvia Wentworth, to whom io all probabilivy,
he would never have dreamt of raising his eyes, had he oot
been urged thereto by maternal anxiety, Mrs Hill rather
liked being told that her son balonged tv & [sst set, aml her
pride was gratifisd when slie heard that he was upnn terins
of intimacy with certrin haram-scarum young noblemen ;
but as ehe did oot wish him to ruin himself, even in aristo-
cratic company, she hiad made up her mind that tie best
thirg to do was to provide him aa speedily as might be with
& charmiog wife, by whoss aid he might hope to achieve
social amccesses of & loss parilons ovder.” Tt wan by hey innti-
gatlon he had begun to pay his addresses to Sylvie, and of
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thia duty be bad at lireg, it srest be confessed, weyuitted bim-
nelfgm!gi.nxl,l-ld ivy ; for, ing an e was
be did 0ot particularly enjoy beingenubbed, nor did the young
Indy find favour in his eyen Bnlbldegmhi-pd“
of view underwent a change. Sylia, who was nothing if pot
eapricioas, did not always sanb bim ; somatinves —when sha
wanted to annoy somebody ¢lae—she even pave hina marked
2 3 the difticnlty of the task which
be had taken ia bawd, and which became every day 1nre
perceptible to him, afferted him as ditficulty in aph 1o affeet
the nusjority of homan beings.  He was now as determined
w win Syivia Wentworth for his wife as a ditlidest and not
over sanyuiee youth euvuld be, and it had been of his own
accord, oot as the result of any promptings on his notber’s
part, that he had songht oat Mr Weat warth for the parpose
of denoancing Sir Harry Brewster. His mother, in fact,
koew nothing abrut Sir Harry Hrewster; for he had re-
i from mentioning 1hay celess perronage to her,
being aware that she wan capable of werions indiseretionn
when excited, and fearing lest she ~boanld rmah straight off
to Upper Brook sireet and say things whick it wonld be
more pradent to lenve anwaid.

It was not from Mr Wentworth that Mrs Hill was tikely
to obtain any information upon the sabject of Sylvia’s
eecapade ; bat be did call opon ber one afternoon f‘;lr the
sake of seeing what rort of a face she wonld make on being
told that e proposed to take his family to the souvh of
France for & few tonths, and the conseanence of this visit
wans that her son found ber much agitated at breakfass time
on the following moming.

* At what time did you comre home lasg night?’ she began.
* Well. [ woa's ask : though T do
thiok it must be injuricus to
bealth to keep such Iate hours.
I sat \Ig for you as Joog as I
enald ; bat ope can’t sit op vatil

dn‘y:l,fh t

At least, [ can'e.’
course pot,” answered
Jobrny, ‘spnd 1 wizh so0u
wouldnt tit up for me. What's
the good of is ¥

* I wanted 10 ree you, beeanse
1 had some pews o give you
Very unpleacant news 1oo, Teat
it. Mr Wentworth was here
yesterday afternoon.  He came
to say pood-bye, for it seems
thay they are all going abroad
immediately and won't be back
much before the sommer.”

‘Quoite right,' mnttered
Johony mediiatively. *Very
glad to hear ic’

*Lilad to bear ir, you extra-
ordipary boy! What Jdo yoo
mean * [ do trust there has been
no foolish gnarrel between you
and dear Sylvia’

* (b, no, nothing of that sort,”
answered Jobopy, eomewhat
eonfased ; * bunt—bot she isn't
very strong, you koow, and it’s
as well to get away from the
spring east winds."

* Robbish ! she iz a2 strong as
I am: [ pever saw a girl with
& better colonr.  Now, Jobany,
mark my words: if Sylvia
Wentworth leaves Englanil
withont being engaged to yon,
it will be yoar own fault and
1 won't anzwer for the cozze-

geaces. Yoo must remember
that she bas a fortune, or the
prospect of one, and that there
are snre to be plenty of needy
fortane-hunters at such places
as Cannes and Nice, The time
has come for you to assert your-
aelf, unless you wizh to be
elbowed out of the way by
somebody else.”

Johnny was by no means sure
that bhe bad not already been
elbuwed out of the way; yet
he reeognied that his mother's
advice was soond in itself,
althongh offered in igoorance
of all the cirtnmstanees, and
he re-olved to met upon it. 1f
the worzt cane to the wont, he
conld lese nothing by baving
made his own position clear.
Sylvia wonld very likely reject
bim; but at least she should
%onow that, whaterer might
happen, she would have his on-
alterable love to fall back upon,
He theref fortitied himsetf
with an additional glas of
sherry st luncheon and im:
mediately afterwards drove to Upper Rrook street, where, as
be hml anticipated would be tbe case, he ascertained that
Mr Wentworth was at home.  Hs was shown at bis revjoest
into thai geotleman’s atudy, and was offered a cigarette,
which he declived. However certain vne may feel of being
refused, it i» bat prondent 1o refrain from smokiog upon the
eve of making an otfer of marriage.

* It souuds rather rude to inquire what has procured me
the pleasnre of your risit,” emarked Mr Wentworth (who
in truth ¢ould have answered his own qoestion without any
difficulty), * but yoo so seldom huncar me in this way that
1 must plead gui{t, to & shade of cariowity.’

* Yo remember what { said to you the other day,” re-

lied Johnuy. *You sdvited wme not to be in too great a
xurry. Well [ dont know that I sheold be io any hurry if
there were time for me to feel my way ; but it seems that
there isn't. My mother tells me that you are goiog abroad,
and [ think I can guess why ¥You are going.’

Mr Weatworth ditll aot care to conbrm or reinte any con-
jectares that bia visitor might have formed ; but he smil-
Jogly ackoowledged tue accuracy of his inforrostion.  * Uh,
¥&3, we are going abroad, ssid he. *Is yhere aoy partica-
Inr reason why you shoaldn't go abroad too ¥

‘;rm.,-.d- you mean ¥ saked Johnny, fwshing snd-
y.

“Well ne. Pleasast as yoar eow woold e [ L4
hardly rocommend in yoar ows i rerey that you bouid
odler ik to na.  Bat ] shoald think that vou might hilow ue
'_alhonhd I.mo-':h"" B Every British citi s em-
it to im in foreign lasds, and & tolersbly large
mamber avail vhesmatlven of the privilege.” s

* Yes; but upon the whale T think 1 would rather speak
before {m g0, and get it doswy with,” answered Johnny
doabtfally, ‘1 dareray that may mot be the best poliey :
hot it seems o me to be the most ightforward. [s Mis
Sylvia at bome *—and Tuay J eew her?

‘1 believe she is at bome, and you can see her in the
drawing-room, beeanse Mariel has pone oot Unly T wara
you that you must be prepared for the resnlts of precipita.
tion,

¢ | am quite preparedt for them,” Johnny declarel. * T anly
want ber 1o know the trmith. I'm not the rort of fellow to
change my mind, and although K sappose she will bave no-
thiog to say 16 me now, aday may come whea sbe will think
differently abont it. Anyhow, [ mean 1o tell her that 1
lore her before she Jeares the eountry.”

‘As {m pivase.’ returned Mr Wentworth, ringing the
bell. ‘1 am quite inclined %o sgree with you as to the main
question ; [ wnald ouly ventare to suggest that for the pre.
sent you shoald be eontent to accept such an answer as you
may get, witheat inguiring too cloeely into motives.”

Ire BE (CONTEXTED)

OTOROHANGA, MAORE KING CUUNTRY.-—SKETCA BY MARY E MORTON,

CONTENTS OF INTERPLANETARY SPACE.

With regard to the contents of interptanetary space 1hree
hypotheses mays Sydoey Lupton m Nafure, ceems to be
niore or less in vogue :——{1) Thas it is filled with ether, dif.
fering entirely in ite properties from ordinary matier, and
offering nn ce to the pamage of solid or gaseons
bodiea. (2) That it is filled with & substance more or les
analagous to ordinary & highly ified g
medium which offers some resistance. ([3) That it is Glled
with ether through which innnmerable solid bodies of com-
paratively small size Hy singly or in swarms, and by eollision
give rise to meteorites, shooting stars, comets, etc. 1f the
first hypothesis be true, and space offers po reeistance Lo the
paraage of the planess, the present eoudition of the solar
sysiem oay continoe indenaitely ; if the d, the resint-
ance, however slight it may be, will tend to retard both the
rotatory and orbital motions of th:‘rlmetl, and caume them
ta fall towands the sun ; if the third, the rain of teorites

LITTLE BELLE,

———
N & Rusrian vi the wife of J
Emmanuel lny dying.  Bevide her srax

et hosband, ing in his arow their
091 child, lLittde Beile. This litue
gu'l‘. »ow eight years of age, had been
a deaf mote lor five yemsn.  For a few
monthe afier being deprived of her
hearing she had talked in her beoken
baby way, but now bei twe words still
ling in her y—popa and
™ inwed to mes,
- aad they were the swestest: music to
her father and motber. Now the little girl was beaning: to-
ward ber dying mother, and young as she wasshe tried with
all hor little strength to reatrun the breaking sobs
and keep back the blinding teare, until ahe eonld gatker her
mother's last meszage, as she forbly and as intervals apelled
the words with ber thim, white n were tLe
worda—the last wonds—formed by the faltering handa.

* Love yonr father, and comfort him, my dasling, when I

Neaver, never leave him alone. Always stay
Fill mother's place, dear littls one, and God in
bearen bless you.” -

She wished m-{emhthev hands fell lifeless npon
her breask.  In a jew moments the iather and child weve
alone with their dead. Kiktle Belln hind Jost’ ber

In the five years aince e Ly bearing,
ber facher, & thorough seholar,
bad devoted every leisure mo-
ment 10 the edneation of his
beaatifal little dap Her
Iu-ighl, aclive mi an r
desire  to acquire hmumge
made his task an exeeeding
interesting one. From her m{
ieat bal:ybood abe bad manifesged
& mo:t affectionate and lovable
dirpoeition, Doring the terrible
illness which had left her maimed
for life, the bad shown the
patience and sweetness of her
nalnre.

As she lay apparently dying,

aAgonlrin,

am gone.
with hime

her paremis, with the

looging for still avother 'org
ielt Iy all who watch the death-
beds of sheir Joved ones, re-
peatedly ealled her back before
utter insensibility conld seal her
lips. At last ber father, in his
despair, with almost crmel per-
sistency, genily sbhook her and
said, ‘ Do you lose me, darliog ¥
For the Iass 1ime & sound entered
the gradually closing chamber,
and 1 & claar, earbest voice, she
answered, *YVes, papa, I love
everybody.’ Her flituher felv
that her answer had awaked the
musie of all 1he spheres.  After
shve aroused from daysof insensi-
bility she was perfectly deaf.

Now the father and child were
left alone, with & gradoally
darkening simoephere about
them. Day by day the injustice
and oppresion of Rossia to-
wards her Jewish subjects in
creased. Joseph Emmanuel was
beinF gradoally stripped of the
comfcriable competence be and
bis fathers had acquired He
bad often pondered upon the de-
sirability, perbaps even neces-
#ity, for emigrating to & country-
where freedom and equal righis
existed, but be wan living in the
home of bis iathers and near the
graves of his kiodred. Bis was
- r-tit. affectionale, un-
worldly natare, deeply immersed
in the love of his people, and
he waited with balf closed eyes
for better days.

Now, however, he began to
yealise, when too Jate, the engr-
mity of the persecation 1o which
bis pevple were being eubjected.
Hia property by one mode of ex-
tortion anoiber was grado-
ally being taken from bim. Ar
last the day came when be was
obliged 1o leave his home, the-
roof to which he bad brought his
beaotiful bride Mirian,  His
books wod pictures went with
the house, He took little Belle-
and the few necessaries left biw and woved into & poor
cottage.  Here he boped to hide in peace, and for a
time his tormentors seemed o be satisbed with the spoils
they bad wecored.

A smen)} ineome still remained, and it afforded the father
and danghter a sopply eqoal to their moderate demands,
Luxoriss were a thing of the past, but it tovk little to-
mtisty the contected ehild, and Joseph Emmunnel, as be sat
with & book in his band, bis beloved pipe in bis mouth, and
watched the bosy, bappy listle girl as she went about ber
doties, did not too soverely wiss the things of the past. He-
sometimes felt that sn.okivg wos a eelfish indnigence, and
be firmly touk himsell 50 task for the small snm be ex-
pended in this way, He counted the little loxuries he-
conld buy for Belle by saring this sum, and at Inst deter.
mwined to deny bimself this indulgence. The fint time be-
attempted bo sit down after his evening mes] witbunt his
customary amoke little Belle was flled with consternation.
It had been her yreatest pleasure almost from ber babybood”
to 6] ber father's pipe and take it to him.  Her motber bad
taught ber this, and whes her father, for the first time ahe

will havre no effect the earth’s rotation, bat will tead
the orbital velocity.

eonld ber since & spell of illoess bad stopped him for
n few days, refosed to taks his pipe Do explanation or
excuse would suffice. Sbe knew be must be wick, and that
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o
[=r]
ey

w.;:linmi- onder.
¢ &
:‘rmd-ywpu-ulinm.nd Mr Emmanwel began to
tiink the greas troubles of his life were over. Many of his

boa wafl from tiona, bat
o e e it o Tt attended mo religions
im mo way called attention to the farct

wedistely join & party ea rowie to —— to undergo an ex-
o ey imaving. sorm. be souli cult o hie miad
the officer in moving term be con is mind ;
he showed him hisljn.ledglfuddnmhgirl; be implored ;
he reminded the man, whom he knew to be a father, of his
own children. A .

‘Words were nacless and time pressing. He poor
Yittle Betle franticall Imhkhunudmtqmlnymhh-
out aven titne to explain to the frightened child the canse of
his Belle picked up her hat sod followed  When

had

NOW TREY PLAYED TRE BEVIL AT MABRAS.

Tux following deweription of the way in which the Lovernor
of Madros played the devil will perbaps atfratt some at-
teation.

* To the Madras Prosideney,” says the Bombay Gasrite, *iv
due the bonoar of haviog imtrodoeed & pew featore into
official entertainmenta. "'K ball was given at Uotacamand
at the bangalow of Sir James Dormer, the pew vommiander
in ehief, as which tancy dress was de nigarur and the nine-
teenth century gestleman wan mercileesly excinded. It was
a bul poudré—the choiee lying between black and white, bus
the most attractive featare wasa ** [evil's Danca® The
gentlemen rep i of his Satank ll‘jgslé’ laded
bis Excellency the G , the C der im Chiel, ote.
Their ners were, of ecurse, wngels, acd thess included
lad_ge Vonlock, Mim Dormer, etc.” . :

T correspondent of & local paper deseribes the
dance a4 follown: — *Ab. & sign fmm_ooe of the
ADCw the band strock -up the ™ Bogie Man™ and
there was a sort of burs — each deril made a rmsh
op above, aod brought down his particolar angel No
one bot the eight fromm heasen and the other eight
from somewhere else twok part in this dance, the rest
of the guests being eontent te watch the fying angels and
the long-tailed derila Lady Wenlock l%l:p’ﬂ flew about,

ber feet ly g the g e devila' get np
was equally good of its kind. Long black forked tailn;
tufts of hair on_either side of the bead

rl b

the officer saw her be ardered the soidier who

hair gu the ides of

him to drive ber l'lik. Her latll:er watehed he]:r[uui found
she was begging to know where he was going. e stopped,
but was foreed along, ¢ One word, dear father,” ahe ed.

He was handeuffed and
Belle besitated, and then ran wildly back to her dezerted
home  She looked harriedly about, quickly found her
fnh'eir‘l pipe and tobaceo, snd then again followed the reced-

TR,

mfug-nhe approsched, breathles, she ealied ‘papa’ The
ofticer made threatening gestures, Soddesly by a violent
wrench the father freed himeelf frum the hold of the two
men and ran toward his child. He was inshn::! recaptnred
and brotally beaten. Belle hk the arm one of the
men and was knocked down in the struggle. She waa

d for a t, bat ing picked np the
pipe and tobacco and again followed shongh this time with-
oas trying to approach her father.

She saw the officer take him to a large party of men and
women already ander way. They were ordered to halt, and
her father was chaived to & Bs-nut.. barly, wicked-looking
econviet. Even this than seemed to resent the contack with
a Jew, and kicked his helpl panion ¥ 1y, The

started and Belie followed, bat always at & suflicient

the arm and join
the shirt front, to eover all gleams of white—knee breeches,
silk stockings and pumps.”
In the Madras Mail we find another account of this per-
ce.  “When the fnat discordant crash of tiendish
music was heard {the introduction to the ** Bogie Man
Lancers ) each devil seized a relnctant angel and drageed
her to a place in the set. The s were most becomingly
attired in loose Howing robes of white, with silver girdlea
and stars in their hair, Howing wing sleeves and & big spray
of liliea in their hande. The devils danced with the most
wonderfal fiendish grace and agility, draggiog their partners,
whirlicg them roand snd pirouetiing round them. They
:;d_edh y giving yells of taiivmph and truly nnearhly
rieks,” :

A GHINESE YIEW OF ANCLO-SAXON COURTSHIP.

Yras Hsixe-Fo, who 1y ded bis impressions of

England from a Uelestial standpoint, was a good deal

distance to potice.  All the she p viently
trudged along. At intervalsshe ged to eateh a glimp P
of her father. With that stimalus bunger, thirst, weariness

were unfelt.

At 12 n'clock the company had reached their first balting
place.  Now if she could oniy look in her dear father's face
and give him his pipe. Maybe, oh, happy thoughs, they
wonld allow her to walk by his aide. She circled ronnd
uatil she conld see ber father's white ized face. Nothing
eonld keep ber from him now. She Hew toward him, She
had nearly reached him when the officer who had arrested
ber iather canght her by thearnw. * Well, I'm —— i this
Jewish brat hasn't followed us.  Get home again, quick, or
Til =" and he again threatened ber.

Belle ran until she fell axhauzted behiod some shombe
growing by the road.

From thiz vime =he did not to approach her father
again. She seemed to have settled it in her mind that
e wonld some time reach hiv destination, and then she
might go o him. .

After their wretched noonday meal t-hemyqzmn re-
sumed their march. Poor as the meal had the weary
little girl following them had less. Onee doring the day a

sant gave her s piece of bread, and the following morn-
ing & woman gave her a drink of milk.

‘As the evening of she third day drew near, ake could
searcely drag onme foot after another. Ineredible as it may
seem she had kept up with the party, and at night had lain
down as near them as she dared to.

Now she determined to try once more o see her father.
She was utterly worn out, and maybe a premonition that
her end was near had deprived her of fear. She had am}ipui
by the wayside and bathed ber face and taken a drink of
water. That day nothing bad been given ber and she was
very wi An she came slowly op, her white, lovely little
face attracted the sttention of a young officer who had a
little sister at home abont ber age. He spoke to her kindly
and asked her for whom she was looking.

Seeing that be had spoken to her she mised her hand to
ber face snd made the touching sign of the deaf mote.

Then sha looked at him ug:lrllj and said * Pape.”

* Where is your papa, my ¢ v : .

Again she re the sign, but findiog that he did not
understand, yet looked at her with Kindly eyes, she began
to search about for her father. [ & moment she foand him
lying Bat upon the ground. W hat unheard of cruelty could
have in these days reduced Lim to the wreck he now ap-
peared to be ¥ : . A
lad cry the child ran and fell inte his arms.
rat fraotic embrace she sat up, and taking the
pipe sod tobaceo from her pocket, flled the bowl and
piaced it in ber father’s hands,  Then, with a sigh of relief
aod satisfaction, she leaned ber bead upon ber father's
shoulder and fainted.

In the night little Belle died in ber father's armsa.

Mamix VALHASKY,

THE SPORTING MANTA TN FRAXCE. —The EuElinh sport-
ing wania is now rapidly invadiog France, 1t has become
wsoel for women to tide daily ip the Bois de Boulogne in the
early morning returning in time for breakfast, for men to
play polo in the afternoon, and for Losh sexes to attend

fogn pretty ly. Lawn tennin, too, has
grown in poofpnluigy. while plel_tyh women ml:,-be seen d:jz:ti

& pair of steppin ies, with more or suceess,

x :ud n.tterp gmily on the box-seat of s fourie-
band do their best to emulate ctheir brethren from over the
waler.

led by what be evidently regards us the free-and-easy
methoda of courtship.

¢ Besides invilations to dinner,’” he writes, * there are in-
vitations to tea parties, snch as are ocrasionaliy given by
wealthy merchants or distinguished officials. hen the
time comes an ¢qual nomber of men and women assembie
and tea, sogar, miilk, bread amt the like are set ont as aids
to conversation. Mure particalarly are there invitations to
skip and poeture when the host decides what man is to
be the partner of whas woman, and what wompan of what

man. d
* Then, with both arms gmging each other, they leave
the table in pairs, and leap, skip, posture and prance for
their mutual gratification. A man and a woman previcns]
anknown to one ancther may take part init. They eall
this skipping fansh {daneing).” The reason this
enrious proceeding on the part of our conntrymen was well

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

THE FLAXET NMERCURY,

O/SERY ATIOXS made daring the rowat transic of Mereary
by MeJd, K Wiader, D siroit, eonviics him thag the planst is
snroanded by a dense atmosphere, which in & more attens-
ated siate, extends fur two or three handred miles beyond
his satfacs. The appesrance of the spectrom also indicated
the preseocs of aquevas vapoar in the stmospbere of Mes-
«uary.

A POWERFUL PROJECTILE,

The British paval suthorition are exhibiting with pride and
satisfaction & projectile which, fired from s 110-ton gun,
passed ik saccemion throngh a 20 inch stael ptate, 8 inches
of iron, 20 feet of oak balkn, 5 feet of granite and 11 fret of
conerete, bring finslly staid in ita path of destroetion by »
mam of brick masoary, inte which it made ils way tos
depth of three feek ';hut projectile muost have boen well
made, and of good metal,

ANIMALS AND PLANTA

A earious and inhmate relationship exists between somre
animals and plants, especially in tropieal coantries, where
the stroggle for existence is a0 Gerce.  One plant, known
a3 the 1's horn acacin, of Central America, provides a
species of ant not only with food and drink, in the shape of
tiny egz-like bodies upna its Jeaves, and & sweet ligoid con-
tained in special wells on the atalk, but in addition it
fornishes a tenement for the ant in the hollow spioes with
which it ia srmed. ['n returss for these farours the ant pro-
tecta the acncia from its enemies.

PINEAPPLE CTUEE FOR DIFHTHERIA,

One of my children was down with diphtheria and was in
& critical condition.  An old man who heari of the case
asked if we had tried pineapple joice. We tried it and the
child got weli. 1 bave known it tried in bundreds of cases.
I have told my friends aboot it whenever I heard of a caze
and never knew it tofail. Youn get aripe pineapple, saqueeze
out the joice and let the patient swallow it. The joice is
of 20 corrosive & nature that it will ent out diphtheritie
muocns, and if yoa will take the fruit before it is ripe and
give the juice to & person whose throat ia well it makes
the muocons membrane of his throat sore.

CAST-TROX TUNNELS FORE RAILBROADS,

Two tunnels of east iron for an electric railway hase been
built in London and pat in operation for rapid transit.
They are three miles iu length and lis between forty and
sixty feet below the surface of the city’s streets. The
tonnels for the up and down lines are formed of cast-iron
from beginning to end, save where the stations are built and
their diameter is ten and one-half feet, the tubes being
formed of rings nne foot seven inehes long, wmade in sections
and bolted together. The tunnels were driven by means of
a short cylinder, a trifle larger in its inner diameter than
the exterior diameter of the cast-iron tungpel lining. This
eylinder has a eotting edge and is forced forward by
hydraunlic jacks, buotting a cireular way inte which the
lining plates are fitted, the narrow space between the lining
snd the soil being flled with lime and cement forced in
woder bigh pressure.  In their coorse the tunnels pass be-
uesath the bed of che Thames and throogh the bed of an old
w;lter-leounel;cwhem loose, wet gravel offered some trying

to

explained hy & recent writer in a Chinese ill d paper,
she Hwa FPao. .

* Western etiquette requires,’ he says,  the man in search
of a wife to write to the girl's home and agree upon some
time and place for a skipping match (srilierf, & dance)
The day sarrived, * youth in red and maid io green,” they
come in pairs to the brilliant, spacious ball, whete, to the
emuoioos scund of Hute and dram, the youth clasping the
maiden’s waist and the maid resting cpon her partner’s
shoalder, cne pair will skip forwanl, another prance back-
ward, wond aod round the room until they are foreed to
stop for want of breath. :

+After this they will become acquainted —oniy after
this, obeerve—and then by occasional attentions over a
bottle of wine or exchange of conbidences at the tea table,
their intimacy will d . the maiden’s beart b filled
with love aod they will mate.’

THE MIDNICHT YISITOR.

* WHOSE stepe are those ! Who comes so late ?
* Let me eoi:ne in—the door unlock.’
+*Tis widoight now ; wy lonely gate
1 open to no ltmnger’ylumek.
*Who art thou ? 8 ¥ ¢ Men call we Fame.
To immortality I lead.”
* Pam, idle phantom of & name.”
* Listen again, and now take heed.

“'Twas false. My pamer are Soog, Love, Art,
My poet, now unbar the door.”

¢ Art's dead, Song caonot touch my beart,
My once Love's name I chant no more.’

¢ Open then, gow—for see, 1 stand,
iches my pame, with endless gold —
Gold and your wish in either hand.’
*Too late—my youth you still withhold,®

* Then, if it must be, since 1the door

Stands shat, my last true name do kpow,
Men call me Death.  Delay no tuore ;

[ bring the cave of every woe.”

The door fiea wide, * Ab, gutet o wan,
Forgiva the poor place where [ dwell—
An ice-cold hearth, a beart rick man,
Stand here to welcome thee full well.*
WaLT WHITHAN,

THE SWALLOW-SNAKE.

The London Graphic is rerponsible for the following : —A
particularly interesting serpent among thuse interested is
the *swallow-anake,” so called because, when the inclination
seizes him, he takes his tail in bis mouth, swallowing some
of it, aml thos transforms himself into a hoop, which rolls
along with extreme velocity in prusoit of prey. Jodging
from the illostration the chief occupation of the swallow-
snuke is to chase bicyclists along the roads of India, always
overtaking the rider, nnless he chances to bhave a bigger
wheel than tbe snake can form. A 15 foot swallowing-
anake, giving a wheel dinmeter of abount five feet, can catch
any bicyclist i India.  From the description the awallow-
snake mast be nearly allied to the American hoop snake,
which, as in well koown, takes its tail in its mouth and
chasea boys cut of meadows, vhe swallow -soake, thongh,
appears to be vwon-poiscuous, in singular contrast with the
pature of the hoop-soske, which, when angered, is poiwnous
throagbout its entire leogth, s we demopatmted in the case
of the bired man who agruck recklessly with & hoehaodle at
= hoop-snake rolling past bim, the hoehandle immediately
swelling up to kthe size of & man's leg-

MIND PICTURES.

The uses to which the power of mental visualisation are
puat sre most interesting. b is, s & rule, well developed in
painters, soroe of whom are able to paiot & portrait after
secing the subject bul ooce.  [lové, fur ope, possessed this
faculty. His memory of anything he had once seen was
marvellons, and be seemed Lo work at aight as if the scepes
be had nisde note of duriog the day were still befure his
eyes. After once driving throogh Windsor Park, he knew
by heart every tree be bad glanced at, and said that he could
draw all from memor{.e Chess players of note have the
faculty of visualising the board in their minds, and are thos
coabled to play meay f‘mes simaitaneonsly blindfulded.
One of the great cheas playerm could play 1welve games at
once withoot seeing the board, He expreasly stated that
he had before him & perfectly vivid picinre of each board
which altered instantanecasly as each move was niade, and
thus reranined printed on bis mind 1ill another muve again
chaoged the situation. Nome per=ons s¢e mentally in print
avery word 1hat they hear or which they speak. tloe states.
man asured Galloo that & certain hevitation in uiterance
which he bas &t ¥imen is due 1o bis being plagoed by the
image of bis masurcript speech with its original erssures
snd corrections.  He canaot lay the ghoet, snd he pozales
in trying to decipher ir,
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first point of eommentary upon the
Dame cTOppIng up. Sydmhynir. per-

Northern [taly say that ao Gner vistas exist there than
those which can be oltained mear Christchurch on any of
the exquisitely clear days, of which there are 5o many be-
tween April and Uetober, when the mow is upon the moua-
tains.

Drspite its much abused v , the cli o
the Canterbury Vlaios is in aatamn ooe of the most charming
Tha minfall is only about half thas of the
mherpwmnunjoff;w Zoaland, and the rain comes de-

ke, or.;un -lon{h:,d innah.ine, are quite

on score
summer ni.shh. while Melbourne is
Abmised on aceonnt of its * brickfieldess,” London for ita

Wellington for its winds, Auckland for its *mogginess,’
and Duonedin for its eapriciousness of chilly showern. [If
thers is & bad point anywhere it is magni from being
the exception into the rule, and il destiny ia taking yon
khither, kind friends do their best to impress upoa your

CHRISTCHURCH, LOOKING TOWARDS OPAWA.

wnind that you are goiag tu a spot where life will speedily
beconie aonendurable
Thas, whea anyone purposes taking up their residenca in

haps, the great exception, ( bean-  in the world.
tiful harl * being inse an-
i with the mention its  lik
name. Erven Sy . , gets i
d of ita

o "
eel

m.:.mff day aiter day often goos by dis ing a sky of
tin-:fm&andmi]kiﬂt’ol bines 1 ‘Pt;’gnli,‘y

streak of clondland  Admitting suadry there is
probably no climate more calcalated o develop to sheir
otmost the besk points of the English race, or to
breed & hand hletic, and ic  peopl
than that of the region of which Christchureh in the
coming metropolia. There ia also among its population

2T

_—

'Y and a defini of tone and purpose more
marked than in the other chief towns of Southern Brithin
This was originally owing to the Episcopaling snd the

«haristchureh, the{ are ak once apprised of the two facts—
“that it is awfolly fist,’ and *that the nor’ ars
terrible.’ The impatation of Hatness comes, of eoarse, from
the towns of New Zealand, such as Danedin, Welliegton,
Qamaru, Nelson, Auckland, Pieton, Whangarei, and oLhers
which are specially favoared in the matter of variety of
witaation within and abont themselves. Indeed, so common
is the powsewion of a picturesque site all around the coast
of New Zealand, that any town possewiog what would be

squaitocratic elements, and though these nre csasing to be
»o prominent, the feeling of corporate pride and einrit de
eorps remrains, promising to make Canterbary the Virginia
of New Zealand. The stamp of * Bix' is not obbrasive, and
is never likely to become mampant over the face of society
upon the Plains, as it will always bs swempered by the
edacational, =porting, and agricultaral ipfuences which
have obtained agch & long start in Christchoreh daring she
impressivnable days of ita infavcy.

held as a very passable location in Esrope or America is
deemed wointeresting.

Christcharch is situated opon m plain. Lt position is
such as that in which the founders of a poteatial city in the
Uaited States delight, aad ics design one of the rectangatar
chess-board principle, followed at Salt Lake and others of the
youag moshroom communitiesof the Great Went, Like other
towas cast apon this plen, it is most commaodions for mora-
ment, avery thorpughiare radiatiog froe: or communicating
with Cashedral Sqoare as & centre.  Thither all business
bas & tendency to converge and frowm that poiot say desti-
uation can be speedily reached.

The central artery, Colombo-street, is about four miles in
length, startiog at the foot of the Port Hilia, and ranning
out over the Plaias iu the direction of the Soathern Alpy
Thae Port Hilla, which riw to something like 1,200 feet, are
easily accessible from the Cathedrul io balf an bour, snd
for those who are willing to test the assertion that Chring-
church is not unpictarenquoe, & mugnificent panorsma of the
Canterbury Plaios and its snow-capped ranges unmolls itealf
yonder, Travellers who know the Plin of Piedwoos in

b lien athwart the courses of two winding
ermated

, design " pectively, the Avon and cthe Heath-
cote, which discharge themselves inio the sea at lexs than
#ix miles from the town. Sketches taken forty s AZo
show nothing but & dosty, tossock-tufted moorland with
two ditches threading their way st the foot of the Port
Hills towanis the ocean.  Now, on debooching from the
tuooe] leading from Port Lyttelton throagh the Port Hills,
the eye of the spectator is grested with & verdant panorans
of soccessive fields, of coppices, of belges and ditches, of
great waving lines of poplars, and with glimpses of river
scenery not unlike that of the willow-hong Thames a
hundred miles abore Loodon. *Quite English, you koow,’
and more English it grows as the suburb of Opawa in
resched, and pretty villas peep out from between the trees
over trimly-kept lawns. The only un-Eoglish points are
the grand ex: of plain bounded in the distance by anin-
termiinable wall of snowy-white, and the orerarchiog canopy
of eloadiess milky-blue. In thess respectsitis Eogland and

wly in coe
It is the river which gives )pawa its peculiar beauty and
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ie horoagh of Sydent
mbarbe, Opswa, Arosside, EL ﬁlb:n...:.drﬂ._g%
Christehareh, which extends over a complets q;lln' war-
fane of e mile betwomn them all. Each side of it is bounded
by & belt & mile in length. Om the morth, the south and
the east the Brlt iv & perfectly straight rosd or boal d ;

eomprising Hagley

o e west it is $he poblie Damain,
Park and the Pablic Gardess.
Frow the railws; 3 hich
> y station, w you

enter almost im-
ing Opaws it is but five minutes” drive

sadly ironiesl tribute to the memory
b ¢ pablie new arrival fnds himaelf Jook-
ing directly in at the Cathedral door, aid with almost every
baildiag or objoct of urban intevest around him.  Thers is

B

7. Marfin. photo., 4 weklond.

the saft zrey Gothie of the Cathedral, the dark grey elassic
of the Bank of New Zealand, the dark brown domestic of
the Her_el'oni block, the red brick of the Italisnesque of the
Post-oflice, and the elegant mixed of the A.M. P. Bailding
in its pure white Oamaru ston=. Turning about from the
Cathedral so0 as §o look past the Godley statne along
Worcester-street, he can see neasr the trees which wark the
course of the Avon the red Elizabethan villa of she Town
Council, and & quarter of & mile beyond that lie the schol-
astic piles of the University and ‘the Moseom. Behind
these lie thooe characteristically charming * lions * of Christ-
charch—the river, the gardens, and the park.

Walking down in that direction to the Town Council
bailding, be ¢atches his fimt glimpse of the A von, & tortuous
stream oo which you are always onexpectedly coming, and
which will weet you in fortheron. Jost to the right
here is the old Pwrincﬁ‘(_‘oncil Honse—a sort of curiosity
and mntignity ic its way, now chiefly devoted to the pur-

oses of the danee ratber than of debate.  In the hall of the
niversity beyond, you bave & very tmthiul connte t of
some of the fine Euglish college ballsor dining halls of the Inna
of Court.  If yon pass acioes the pretty avenos in Antigoa-
street into the Museum you will see the largest collection of
moa skeletons in the world, sud other objects of scientife
ioterest.

Round here extends the best vesidential qoarter within
the city, chielly villa hoases with tasiefnl gardens, and &
atriking aspect of genile ense and refinement. It is much
tbe samn on the ooposite side of the Cathedral in the Jiree-
tion of the Eant Beit, only in a ratber less degroe.  Those
who give Christcharch a rep ion for ¥y ca0 bave
an eye for only & certain kind of besuty. To appreciate it
one must see its strocts towards the close of a calm summer
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day, under a sky of elondlesa turquoise blos, The Air is
w0 pure and clear, everything is so distinet, and over ita
long vistas of mingled houses and treas an exquisite peace-
fuloess sers to be descending.  To stand on such & Sun-
day evening where the
Armagh-street ineet, as the sun is setting and the bells are
calling to prayer, is, perbaps, to enjoy the most aweetly
religivue picture presented by any town in the world.

It is, indeed, aatonishing that sueh various phases of
natural and artificial beauty shonld bs met in & place
which has been entirely ereated by the hand of wman within
the apace of & generation. It shows what an extraordin-
arily gifted land New Zealand ia.  With it gloriovs sky
and its boontifa), thongh not vexatious moisture, you have
only ta tickle and plant its empty plain, and youar ¢ity is
amilipg with & mature beanty ere yoor last-born has well
bad time 1o grow his whiskers. And this is bot a mild
earneat of the wondetfal things to come, as our land deve-
lops, {ijven the good taste of the Christehurch architects
and pardeners, and not only the whole Canterbury Plain,
but all over New Zealand oar great-grandehildren will see
towna and landsca, which will be miracles of beauty.
‘When our chief cities number their quarter of a million or
more, what are but small towns or hamlets, or mers hames
upon the map, will then be more than what Christehureh is
now, and s closer cultivation and population inereass, the
intervening country will become buy one contisuons park
and garden land, dotted with bappy villages.

But Christchuteh bas other pleasirable aspects. One can
linger in ite handsome gardens or Domain on & fresh
November morniog, waandering round along the willow-hung
banks of the Avon, which divides them, or lying under the
troes listening to the songs of countless birds,  Ur one can
as sundown closes and the biustering nor’-wester sinks to
rest in the still warnth and starry beauty of an almost
Aostralian night, take a bout and row the one you love best
ap the limpid stream—coneting, yes, courting —theshadows
before and the sweet reality at the back of the vessel. (r
a3 aummer is on the wane, yon can walk through the pleas-
ing suburb of Fendalton, and coming back through the
Park when the afternoon sun is low, note the expansive
meadow-land fringed with trees in every direction, and
naught indicating the presence of man but the slight grey
cathedral spire rising gracefully in front.

Or when at niid-autuma the leaves are in their decay, the
early snows have fallen upon the distant ranges, and a balmy
nor’-west breeze is taking the edge off the frosty morning
air, go out into the Park and watch the glorions sunlight
flashing on the leaves like gold, and gleaming white on the
Alps as on monntains of pawdered sugar, Or if you think
Christchureh is too flat start from the Cathedral sonth slong
Colombo-straet on an Augmat morning. In hal an bour you
will be at the foot of the Port Hills, in another twenty
minntes you will be up a thousand feet or more overlooking
the Canterbuiy Plains, What are England or Scotland to
this ? 1t is Piedmont over again. Be‘)ond you is the Gulf
of Lyttelton Harbour with ita ideep blne waters and the
peninsula of Akaron roliing away seawards; ab your feet
the noble plainn with a tiny tiny Christehurch dotted on
them, an endless expause of greenish-brown welting away
north and south into indistingnishable haze, and boundins
all, & giant wall of white, irregular along its crest an
bulying butiress like aloogits asides. Those are the Eternal
Hanges sixty miles distant and thousands of feet in height.

But, to be fair and give the devil his due, we must paint
s20me reverse to the redal, One should see Christchurch in
its Slﬂpi} snd flatnlent fits. [t has a way of becoming oc-
casionally, in winter time, characteristically Englisk, In
its est moments it in too light and bright and reetangu-
larly beautiful to resemble anything other than itself; but
when its sky gets inflyenza and weeps for & wonth at a
stretch, the damp, muddy, and bedraggled look of it is not
a bad imitation of the Tace which onr venerable mother
country turne to her children with depressing frequency.
Then in some sumniers it gets a terrible attack of the wind,
which has given it an evil name. The nor'-westers will
rage uevera? times a week for months filling everything
with dust, epoiling your food and moiling your clothes.
It may be said, howover, that they scarcely ever blow
after sundown, and the evenings which follow them are
those mest laxorions and snited for water parties in the
whole year. A season of mildish notr’-westers is, indeed,
rather desirable than otherwise, and they are yearly losing
some of their virulence.

The average of height in Christchorch ple of both
sexes is consilerable, the average of good looks is elso high,
and that of taste in dress noteworthy. Whether the accu-
mulated wealth aronnd Canterbury is great, as the number
of fashionable saburbs in Christchurch would seem to in-
dicate, it is certain there ure shops in all lines on a scale out
of all proportion to the size of the town. Drapers, mercers,
tailors, hardware men, booksellers, photographers, and
music-sellers, all thinge in a style worthy of a place of
deuble the gize in England. The business centre is around
what is kinown aa * The Triangle,’ just before ¥ou reach the
Bank of New Zealand, where the five chief stroets intersect,
forming a natural focun for that purpoee, In consequence
of ite Hatuess and convenient deaign it is one of the moat
acceesible places in which a stranger can find himself for the
firat time, * Standiog bere on the morning of Saturday, the
market day or of & holiday, you get the concentrated life of
the pln.ce passing before you—bicyelists, cricketers, boating

rties, horsamen, tramcars laden with holiday-makers, for

Lyttelton, Sumner, and New Brighton, and tennis en-
thueiasts. They are a pleasant, prosperous, happy-looking
commiunity, and take their pleasures with becoming cheer-
fulness.

It takes sbout an hour to reach Bumper, seven milea
away, and a quarter lesa to reach New Brighton. They are
places of an entirely ditferent character, the former f;ving
diractly beneath tha clitfs of the Port Hills, and the latter
on the bleak, open sand dunes, some six miles to the porth.
Sumuer is pot an uncommen type of watering-place, with
<liifs and its beach; but New Brighton, with its ap-
parently interminable strand, is cast upon lines ta accnm-
modate n public equal to that of Parie or New York. The
The randy *linke,’ with intermittent scrab, seem to extend
for miles, and when the tide is far out the rands look wida
encugh end long encogh to gallop all the cavalry in
Furope.

‘OHB’' CORRUGATED IRON is the bost and cheapest
in this or any other ‘narket.—ADvT.

The nnly * Vertical Feed' Sewing Machine in the world
in the Now High Arm Davis. Head Office In Now Zsaland
Hudewon and Co., Christchurch.—ADvT.

tk, the gardens, the river and °

THE LADIES AND THE BADCER.

WE sak five winutes' attention to an adventnre of two
Iadies and & badger, the account of which we Lind in a care-
fully edited newspaper printed and published in the city of
Bi. Louis, says the Naw York Tribune, b the consideration
of this subjeet there are several things which we must not
forget, the tirst of which is that the badger is & small animal,
atandiug some seven or eight inches high, though it issome.
what wider, being built considerably on the architectnral
design of & -inﬁle-deck East river ferryboat. Its hair is

nite long, its skin lwee and very thick, and beneath this
there is & lnyer of an inch or two of fat, so that the real
badger, or, if wo May po ventore to put it, the 2¢ hadger,
in even emaller than would be sapposed from his ontside ap-
poarance. With these facta rmly rooted in onr memories,
we ml:'-fmeecd to a careful and unprejudiced consideration
of the tale in question..

Two_young ladies, wives of cavalry officers, left Fort
Riley, in Kansas, one afternoon recently for & walk. While
returning thay were obliged to croes & little canon or ravine.
At the buttom of this they came to & )arge tree which had
been blown down, They acrambled np on the tree trunk to
Ret across. They had scarcely done so when they heard an
*angry growl,’ and on lookiog op they saw a badger ona
ledge of roeks above them, the * fierce and angered creature *
being * just ready for a spring.’ We must not forget that
the badger naver gives vent toangry growls, unlesa, puuiblg,
when driven into 4 corner by & dog, when (we desire to do
full justice to the beast) he will fight stubbornly. We must
remrember, too, that the badger is not fierce, and that on
this occasion he conld not hare been angered. Let as also
keep in mind, in connection with the expected apring, that
the ger’s lags are only some fonr inchen long.

The ladies ot first were very much excited, as the animal
appeared to them ‘as iarge as & lion,” an optical illnejon for-
tunately dispelled later on, or we shonld be obliged to re-
mind the reader that the badger lives in a bnrrow rather
less than six inches in diameter. One of the ladies jumped
down from the tree trunk and ran up on a little ledge on the
ather side of tha ravine some twenty feet or thereabonts
from the badger. The fieree beast instautly began to make
Ere]fnra.bions to leap across to her. Let ua not forget that

in legs were four inches long. - He began * lashing his lean
sides with his tail.’ 'Wae shonld always keep clearly in mind
the fact that a badger's tail is- four and one-balf iuches in
length and of a decidedly rigid nature, It might, perhaps,
be convenient for the badger to sit down on while sarveying
a hillside with a view to sinking a winter burrow, but it
should never be utilised for lashing purposes, Nor should
we forget that the badger never haa legn sides.

Fortunately the two ladies had their husbands’ revolvers
with them. Soon the infuriated hadger ‘sent his dark-
brown body flying across the ravine.” We beg of the
reader to remember the badger's fouriuch legs and two

- inches of fat. Nor is the American badger endowed
‘‘mature with wings, As the hadger lea

, bowever, eac:
lady fired her revolver, or, as the aceount has if, * two balls
resounded through the nir.” The badger fell to the bottom
of the ravine with a broken leg.

At thia point another badger, evidently the mate of the
first one, appeared, with his.‘ears Jaid back in anger.’
Truthbeing oot sole ainy, let us bear in mind that the badger's
ears are ao small that they cannot be sesn at all withont
brushing away the hair. 'The new badger leaped up on the
ledge (we need not again remind the reader of the badger's
lege and general build) and seized hold of the Fady’s skirta
and began ]lmllivnvg her down the bank, also lashing the air
with its tail. hile thin was going on the other lady, sfter
several shota, sueceeded in killing the first badger, and eame
to the rescue of her friend. The badger was too close to
aboot, so she *lifted A heavy roek ' and * sent it with all the
force both her hands could command,’ 80 that it *erushed
opon the ecreature’s back.” This cansed the badger to
*break from ite shrieking vietim,’ *taking away o large
monthiul of dress materisl,’ and to 'turn on its annoyer.’
Both ladies now began shooting vigoronsly, and finally the
infuriated monster, with a roar that shook the everlasting
hills, rofled to the bottom of the ravine with a rumbling
sonnd like an approaching earthquake, where it died.

‘We sincerely hope that the render has derived much bene-
fit from these few lines. To have done so, however, he
must have kept constantly in mind these few well-known
and indisputable facts :—First, that the Kansas badger does
not range the conntry like A man- eating tiger looking for
human victims ; second, that ke is & small animal, rather
broader than he is high ; third that he ja always fat to the

int of obesity: fourth, that his legs are very short;

fth, that his ears ate concealed by his long hair: sixth,
that he has no wings or other flying appuratus; and
seventh, that his tail is short and stubbly like a sweeb
potato, rather than long and Hexible like a garden hose, If
these few facts were kept continnally in view, the intelli-
gent lre.nder cannot bot have obtained great profit from oar
article.

AB YOU LIKE IT,

LIFE'S a jingle, life’s & dance,

See the mummers everywhere

Hoppiog, toesing bellsin air—

How the hobby-horses prance |
vanes,

Somewhat sick, the round to share.

Lile’s a yearning, life’s a keen
Sense of momenta and emotions,
Art apd soog and tone-devotions,
Moods intense and joy and teen ;
I have been
Throogh the whole of such-like notione,

Life's & #ad sepulchral song,

Chanting of an unzeen choir,

Itiaing. falling, ever higher

Seriving up theongh ¢louda of wrong
) Liie’s a long

De Profundis irom the mire.

Life's & jumble and o miaze
Where we trip and blunder ever,
Halt peifurmance, high endzavour,
Pauting atrife and withered bays ;
Pas the days—
Leat at last liom fiet and fever.
KENNETH GRAHAME.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

———

Hov AL rakea bring a lot of robbish to the snrface

Where ignorance is blis 'tis folly to open yonr bushand’s
letters.

Apples always look nies in the orchard that has s high
fence around it.

A man’s idea of being good Lo & woman is to give her op-
portanities to be good to him, = P
- A man vever wants anything so bad as when he is told
ke will have to tight for it to get it

If the sweet girl graduate's gown looks all i,
on the whole doty of mns?. bonnd to t
ausdience.

Hinda women wre forbidden to read or write. Indeed,
those who dare to indulge in soch luxuriss are oiten * acei.
dentally ' missing.

The courage of the Torks is sxplained by the fact that a

man with more than ope wife ought to be willing to face
death at any time.

ht her eesay
¢ with the

Ethel : * It is impossible to love more than one man at o

time with sincerity.' Mand: *True; but, thank heaven,
;e ean make more than one man love ua sincerely at a
e,

Spactacles were invented 600 years ago. The use of Elass
to aid the sight of defective eyes is, however, much older,

Nero ) 1 through a e glass in hing the gladja-
torial games.
TIME'S CHANGES.
The little girl in early 4
In childlllnood'n timu’m ?g{.‘l'.

Ere yet. her world has widenad ont,
‘1he doll ia all her care.

But when the years, with fiving feet.
Thair wondroue change have wrought,

‘The dollar then, and not. the doli,
Becomaes only thoughi.

Among the Conge negroes when a man wishes a wife he
secures one and keeps her on probation a year. If her
temper and deportment are satisfactory he, 4t the end of
the year, formally marries her,  Bot ehonld she prove an
incumbrance, he sends her back to the paiental roof.

When the mosque of 5t. Sophis, in Constantineple, was
bnilt, more than 1000 years ago, the stone and brick were
laid in mortar mixed with & sulation of musk, and the byild-
ing, it is said, has i infected with the vdour ever sjnce.
Probably age has imparted & musty odonr, from which the
musk story was fabricated,

Hamilton Aide declares in print that he never saw a lady
at work all the time that he was in America. He went the
length and breadth of the land and saw no plessant litter
of employment in the parlonrs that have nowhere the ap-

arance of being much lived in. He has no doobt thas

merican women do sometiines knit and sew, but they coa-
cesl it in some room which the visitor does not penetraze.

TRUE AND BRAVE.

. One thing at least,
Is lefi us, to be true and brave;
It is a short ul.e_}r o ihe grave.
And life is & vain thing ai, best,

And choke my love and bear m; rl
Tn Glod's unalterabie plan, ¥ pa
‘Though it be with a broken heart,
B0 Walk an easy, thornless way,
.A.nd_Father blessoms as in play,
‘While the world marks ite years away.
Isaac HERk.

NEED OF MORE OLD Maips.—The Professor of Natural
Science at Ann_ Arbour was discossing to the students the
procesa of fertilizing plants by means of insects carrying

llen from one plant to another, and to amuse them told

ow the old maids were the ultimate canse of it all. The
humble bees carry the pollen ; the field-mice eat bumble
; therefore the more field mice the fewer humble beea

and the less pollen and variation of plants, But eate de-
vour the tield-mice and old

maids proiect cats. Therefore.

the more old maids the more cats. The fewer Beld-mics

the more bees. Hence, old maids
in planta.

SWALLOWING A HAIRPIN.—A curious case has jnst been
recorded by & surgeon. A lfoung lady epplied for treat.
ment, with the statement that os the previous day, while
dressing, she had swallowed a heirpin. Three other medical
gentlemen to whom she had been had told her that this was
only imagination on ber part. Howerver, she insisted npon
the truth of her story, and emphaticslly Teiterated that she
bad felt the foreign body in the *back part of her nose.
Upon eareful examination the snrgeon E::md that some
bard enbstance was present in the buck part of the nostril,
After much trouble the heirpin was removed, It was
found to be aboot five inches in length from point to point.

A NUMEROUS FAMILY.—A few days ago an old man of
ninety-three arrived at Barcelona, who quitted the country
at the age of twenty to seek his fortune in America and has
now returned to Spain with his fawily, which §s thus maode
up: Sixteen daughters of whom six are widows, 9 married
and one young girl : 85 sons of whom 4 are widowers, 13
warried and eix single; 34 granddaughtera, of whom 3 are
widows, 22 married and 8 maidens ; 47 grandsons, of whom
4 are widowers, 26 married and 17 single ; 45 great grand-
daughters, of whom two are married and 43 sre madens ;
35 great-grandsons, all single; 3 grest-great-grandsons,
Henide thess there are 72 sons and danghters-in-law. 1o all
279 perwons.

MACHINE MARRIAGES.—While France tries to increase
ber population by offering awards for large families aud
threatening to tax bachelors, (iermeny encourages the madri-
monial buresn. (Ine of theee in Eerlin received duriog eleven
year 18,959 propositions for marriage from: woien varying in
ages from sixteen 1o seventy.two years, and from men from
eighteen and & half to seventy-nine years. That women
bot only are_imnore desirous to wed than men, but that too
earlier in life, was ahown by the fack that 2,300 more ap-
plicationscame for busbands than for wives, whils theaverage
#ge of the male applicante was twenty-nins and m half
years, or three years greater than that of the women. Itis
eod to reluts, though perhaps their consclation is Rreater
than their happiness might bave been, that matches were
brought about for 541 men, while only one-third of the
would-be wives could secure belpmates.

are the canse of variety

—
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THE MACQUARRIE ISLANDS.

HEE PRECEDING PAGE)

U'H# readers will remember that on the cccasion
of the loes of the Kaksnui last Janoary,
Captain Fairchild was despatched in the
Hinemoa on & voyage of exploration in asarch
of the ill-fated vessel. In the coursa of his

= cruise be tonched at the Macquarzie Islands to
the south of New Zealand. :

The following notes of the Macquarrie Islands were made
by Captain Fairchild, doring his recent visit. He found
the island to be in the shape of an elongated double-pointed
wedge, each nide being about twenty.Give miles in length,
{)atlying tocks there were none, except at the scuth end,
oppite Caroline Cove, there being many shingly beaches
varying from one to two or more miles across. _These weire
at low water uncovered for sorue distance, the rise and fall
of the tide in that quarter being from five to six feet. Ba-
yond limpets and periwinklen—the tatter of excellent quality
—the rocks and beach atforded no shell-fish, whilein the deap
water, beyond a variety of rock cod, the fish met with are
few and far between, The Maori hen or weks is to be had
in abundance. A speciea of matton bird also at certain
seasons frequents the island, the young being as much or
eveb more of & delicacy than those obtained by the Maoris
on the matton bird islands peartr the mainland. The
elephants’ tobgues afforded an agreeable variety of diet.

There are four kinds of penguins—1he King, the Royal,
the Victoria, and the Roek-hopper. The King penguin is
an exceedingly pretty bird, and on his short, well.set legs
stande as erect as & soldier ; indeed, zeen from the deck of a
vessel the myriads of them look like a great army of men.
Their gait, however, is very nngraceful.  They are not par-
ticular where they hatch their young in water, mud, or on
dry earth, and a notable pecaliarity about them is that
when pursued duriog the breeding seasor they pick np their
epgs between their tail and the back of their legs, and hold
them there as they walk, or rather waddle anay. If a per-
son attempta to touwch them they hit oat with their fins, and
can strike & blow that will leave a marked impression.
They have a beauntiful plumage—a black head with a yellow
streak under the beak, yellow sideboards, w!m_;e resst,
blaish grey back, and busby tail. The Royal, which comes
next in point of size, is a vicious bird, and will both bite and
strike. On ita head is a beautifal crest of interwoven yellow
and black. The Victoria bas also 8 crest across the head, and
is smaller than the Hoyal, while the Rockhopper, the
smallest of all, is as agile as a monkey. If Licked off a
ledge of rock he invariably succeeds in landing on his feet,
and resuming the perpendicular, even if he falls 15 or 20
feet. The four species live apart, keeping distinetly to
themselves, and have different rookeries. The istand is
iterally alive with the birda ; they are not to be ted by

if one should chanes to slip he will sink almost up to the
neck in slush. The cantre or the island rises to & beight of
about 600 feet, and st this elevation there are ssveral
minisbare lakes which are infested with sea hena

THE SUN AND ARCTURUS.

THERE are three well-defined classes of stars, judged by the
quality of light they yield. In the first class are the clear
whiws and bloish-white stars like Sirins and Vega. These
are supposed to befthe hottest stars and the most luminona
in proportion to the extent of thieir surface. Then there
are the jrolden fallow or pale orange atars, of which Are-
turus and Capella are fine examples. Theee have begun to
cool.  Finally, we have the deep orange and red stars like
Aldebaran and Antaren, These have advanced still forther
in the ¢voling process,

Now the spectroscope informs us that our son belongs to
the ordnge or Arctaras type, and if we conld view it from
distart space we should dee a lovely star of a pale golden
yellow, ‘The question arises, then, how far would our sun
have to be removed in order to shine with brightness no
greater than that of Arcturus? It woald have Lo be removed
to 140,000 timee its present distance, or about half the dis-
tance between ns and Alpha Centanri

Bat Arcturoa is 11,500,000 timea as far away as the sun,
and if opr ann were placed at that enormous distance its
diameter wonld have to bLe eighty-two times as great to
give a light equal to that received from Arcturus. I hesi-
tate to present such figures, implying magnitudes far beyond
any to which we have been accustomed, yet they are bat
the logieal deductions of olserved facts. In other wordes,
Arcturna must be a gigantic sphere, 550,000 times larger
than oar sun, with a diametser of 70,000,000 miles, or more
than large enough to till the entire orbit of Mercury.

To make this contrast clearer, let ne institute & simple
comﬁanson. Jupiter is larger than all the other planets and
satellites of the solar system:, The sun is & little more
than 1,000 times larger than Japiter, Bat Arcturus, if oar
information is correct, is 550,000 times larger than the son.
Bﬁ the side of such  majestic orb our sun, grand and over-
whelming aa it is in our own system, wonld dwindle to an
insignificant sgar.

Contemplating & world so vast, endowed with such mighty
energies, and rushing with sueh resistless force throngh the

SEEKING WIVES AND RUSBANDS,
SEaTorontr] FRENCH writer bas just published in the
|| Caliey— Nowvelica de Munich w earivas seeoont of
i ., ) Eurriages by manne of ad vertisementa from
] = their o:fm up to the ypresent day. The
l‘,’ !] oldest_sivertisement dates back o Ja!
=) -2 #8th, 1738, and was inserted in the an‘iz
Correeswireil JAvis of Frankfort. It was eouched in
these torina :

An_honeat young girl. single, well made and very pretty. with
the aim of oblaining an inheritance of K0.000 franca, which jusuy
e e e R TR L A
girl otfer; to become the lawyers wils, ) x< Founz

It weuld be interesting to know if candidates presented
themselves and if the lawsnit was won, tot the German
Journalist has not pushed his searchea that far.

Notwithstandiag all the progress made in the science of

advertisiog, the natri ial adverti ts of the t
& savour which those pot forth by our modera
matrimonial ageneies totally ]nen_ One ean judge of this

from the following advertisement which a pearsd Ma;
1812, in the Intelligenzblatt of Leipaie :— P ¥ &
Four honest and very pretty girla, from aightecn o twenty-four
years of age. belonging 19 & good country family, and each
whom pos & mAarringe pottion of 3.080 i i

BO!
family than by fortune.  For more extended information, gentlc-
Ider forty. 3

:&‘i?rgs:tl%e ﬁmr.(l_'neag' pugﬁ;nnt‘iluk.m ing no personal defoct, only can
The above advertisement ia perha,

least it is explicit. In this regand, however, the palm

belongs to a eard in the Jowrnal de Musich of 1840, Aa-

snredly advertisements mast have cost nuch lesa than at

present to judge by the dimensions of that one which resd

as follows : .

According to the record Iam already seventsy,
my strengih Iam but twenty-Ave. ~he wha I desire to wed must
between sixteen twenly, maat have beautifnl bair, band-
#0me teeth and small feet.  She must be born of good and honest
saronts. and her reputation must be withont stain, She must
rees plainky in velvet and silk, and under no pretext wear any
other atuil¥, XNeither do 1 want her Lo Wear car-rings, chains,
finger-ri nor other Like trinkets, nor false hair. =he musg
never nmEe her dresses in acoordance with the prevailing fashion
for there i2 nothing more detestuble than Aping the follies of
athets. T wish her to have her dresses made in conformity with

a trifte long, Lut at

but according Lo

%vml.t, depths of space, we cannot resist the uestions :
hence came this blazing world? Whither is it bound *
What is its mission and destiny? 1Is it simply a visitor to
our sidereal galaxy, rushing forionsly through it like a
comet? Is it being enn:lt;ant.ly fed and enlarged ‘hy the

worlds it ers and the ic it up
in its wonderful i]lc-urney! ‘What wonld be the effect if it
chanced to pass through a mebula or a star cluster? Was

the new star which suddenly biazed forth in the nebuls of

thonsands nor yet tens of thousands, but by hundreds of
E ds. The oilh s do not travel far from their
trying place to eatch them. The modus operandiis very
simple. A yard after the fashion of & sheep pen is erected
and the birds are driven into it, following each other like so
many sheep. Then the slanghter commences; rhey are
seized by the neck, and a rapid ent with a knife decapitates
them. Tbe liver and heart are removed, and l:hg body ia
thmwn into the digester to be boiled down for its oif,

The sea elephants, which only come ashore to breed, have
a trnok from nine inches to a foot long similar to the or-
dinary elepbant, and rnn from 15 to 18 feet in length when
full grown. A bull will yield about a tun of oil and a cow
somewhat less, They wend their way on land by the aid
of two flippers and travel abeut as fast 83 a man can walk,
While breeding they snbaiet on their own fat.

The sea leopard, alro known as the ses tiger snd ses
devil, is an exceedingly pretty anima! with a silvery skin,
& broad black stripe down the back and dark spots all roond.
It is about the same size as the sea elephant, and very
vicions, with a powerful wet of teeth and jaws. They are
not very numerous on the island.

A bird koown as the seaben about the same size as the
Mollyhawk, also ab is, and if Pr hed by & human
being will not only assume the defensive but the aggressive,
and Hy at one’s face with feet outstretched to sexateh. [t is
of dark brown colour, and has long legs,

The irrepressible rabbit sppears to have found on the Mac-
4|uarries a congenial honie, for there they are in great force,
and their fur is mach thicker and snperior to that of brony
in New Zealand, no doubt due to the fact that the elimate is
colder. Probably owiog to not being much hunted, they
are tame compared to those ou the mainland, and can be
knocked down with stones at a short distance. At present,
being the rummer season, they are in aplendid condition,
jns rolling in fat, and provide a really dainty meal.

Woodliens and matton birds are also plentiful, and of
conrse easily canght.  Htrange to say, there are paraquets
«on the island, but whether they are of the samne species an
infest the forests of New Zealand we were unable to learn.

Fish is an alniost ankuown commodity st the island ; the
aurf is almoset continually breaking, and this would keep
them away from the shore  ‘The probability is, bowever,
that there are too many natural enemies for the trompeter,
moki, mackerel, or bine cod to visit the cold watere of the
Far South.

What is known as the North End afforda aboot the
best landing place on the island, but eves here there is
not the semblance of a harhour, mor even a safe an.
chorage for a vessel except when the wingd is from the N.W.
About two miles further along the East Coast are the
Nuopggets, named after three pyramid shaped rocka, rising
from 30ft o 50ft out of water ; then comes South East har-
boar, and further along still—about 17 wiles from the North
Eoad—Lusitania Bay, the bead quarters of the tiy works.
The lower extremity is named South End, or Mainaail Reef,
takiog its name from a very dangerous reef of rocks ranuing
abaut three quarters of & mile out from the Jand iv an
casterly «irection. Tt fs an exceedingly treachernns part,
and & vesael caaght there by an adverse wind would have a

t ehance of escapiog destroction. At all these places,
North End, the Nuggets. 5. E. Harbour, Lusitania Bay, and
Sonth Ead, or Mninsail Heef—try works are established.

The beach on the inland is covered with jngeed and keen-
edged rocks and & day's walk on this is sniicient to com-
pletelv ruin & pair of bootn.  There is mot » vestigs of bush
ta be found, bot ioshare is covered with tussock and Maor

calbhage. o placesthe gronnd is so soft that it is necessary
to pick your way along on the top of the Maori heads, and

Andr da in 1876 due to a eimilar canse ?

As the mighty aggregation of attractive energies swee
along his celestial path, thieklﬁ' bordered with stellar worlda,
bow many of those worlds will yield forever to his disturb-
ing forces? How many will be swerved from their ap-
pointed y hia irresistible power? How many will
Plunge into his fiery bosom and be swallowed up as a pebble
12 swallowed by tha ocean ?

IN A BEN OF LIONS.

¢ WHEN Ismait Pashe, the extravagant Khedive of Egypt,
reigned over that historical land,” said an mcquaintanca of
the notorious ruler, “he had in his garden a large cage of
African lions. Noble brutes they were, and until the event,
of which I speak, I never tired looking at them. One day,
while walking with his highness in the garden, the keeper,
accom penied by a pretty little girl entered, carrying a basket.
of mea for the lions. The Khedive and I walked toward
the cage to see the beasts eat. They were hungry and
pounced npon their food with s ravenons fury that chilled
me. Standing close by the stage, with her hands resting on
the bars, was the little child, her long golden hair at times
blown by the breeze iuside the enclosore.

“* Why do you permit your danghter to go so near the
lions ¥* t.ge Khbedive asked of the keeper.

* “ Oh,” replied the keeper, ** they are 8o accostomed to
her they would net barm her.”

*¢ Then open the deor and put her inside,” said the
Khedive.

*My blood froze at the command, for command it was, I
tried to spesk, bnt conld not, I was unable even to mave.
The keeper, with the submissivenesa of those who know
their lives will pay forfeit if they disobey their ruler, made
with his eyes a plea for wercy. Buot seeing none in the
Khedive's face e kissed the little one tanderly, lifted hey
up, opened the door, placed her inside, and as the door
swong to he turned bis face away and groaned, .

‘The little one, though she did not stir, seemed not
afraid. The lions appeared sarprised, and as the largest
and Giercest rose and walked toward her I thonght I should
choke. Happily, the father did not see the t.  The
Khedive alone was nnmoved and stood gazing at the scene
ealmly sod with the cnrious smile [ had so often seen play
upon his features when watching the dance of a-ballet, The
lion went up to the child, smelled of her, looked at her for
fnlly half & miunte, then lay down at her feet and beat the
floor with his tail.

* Another lion approached. The first one gave an omin-
ous growl and the second lion went back. The athers
croached low, and each second I expected them to epring,
but they did not, This continved, I thiok, about Bve
mioutes, the big lion never taking his eyes from the girl,
aod ceaselesaly uhinﬁ the floor.

! The Khedive by this time was evidently satisfied, and
turned to the keeper and commanded him to thrust s live
lamb into the cage throngh another door. Wilh & celerity I
have pever seen equalled, the keeper canght s straying
=smh and obeyed. As he did so every lion sprang upon Lhe

amh,

¢« Take out the child 1" the Khedive comnianded, and
acarce had the worda eacsrerl him ere the keeper, who had
slready tun to that end of the cage, jerked open the door,
roatched the little cne ont and clasped her in his arma.
The Khedive laughot, tossed the keeper a ooin, and taking
my arm, walked on.’ -

herZparticnlar taste and do not want her to pay any atreniion to
the ks of fazhionable people,

I want her to know how 1o ride a horse, or Lo Jearn equeatrian-
ism if ~he is Ignorant of it. She must never amuse herself by em-
broidering, for that kind of exercise of the fingets i anly to
mask em}mn of mind. I want her {0 be abic to piay on some
musical instrument, but to understand music thoroughly, for
nothing is mere insuppartable than the din, miscalicd music, with
which young woman ordinarily ailiet those who live in the same

absolute mistress of the honse, as

1 shall consider it a pleasure t0 submit 1o her reasonable Caprices,
odions in my opinion for the wife to be a slave of the hos.
e will accompany me in all my travels and everywhere I
may go. for it i2 a shame for men to their days and nights in
the cafes while they leave their wives Lo WOITY themselves to
death all alone at home,
. In using the word “must’ as I have above, I have not wished to
imply an’ idea of submission, bat merely to indicate an under.
standing, an agreement wholly to the wife's advantage.

mistress of her fortune, bul she must spend all her income, for I
know of nothing more stupid tham saving up for the bencht of
others. Enjoy hife—that is my principie and my philosophy,

We may atill find some iressnre-troves in the sheets of
certain countries, wheie publicity is less coatly. For ex-
ample, quite recently at Loda, in Russian goland, the
journal of the town ineerted the following advertisezent :

Iam an honest working-girl and 1 work in the factory. My
father owns fifty hogs, each worth thirty rables. I work at the

factory, as I have said, and whoever wantsme can haveme in law-
ful marriage

America has the speciality of advertisements which are
Dot commonplace, as, for instance, that which a eertain Miss
Georgina MacClarman recently published : .

Fellow citizens? Can you remain indifferent in the presence of
a well-bred ';ompa.trio&ncquaimod with musie, possessﬂxg all [ch:l;
one can desire, even thouph she be reduced to seeking & husband
thr_ough the medium of the newspapers? Make haste, fellow-
vitizens! Forward, march! Marriage or death! Advance with.
out fear, Since the world }m.q exis| never hag a cowardls heart

becn able 10 win a woman ¢

An advertisement still more bizarre, and whiel
that the redskina are decidedly in it is this one, cull
she Proirie Jowraal : .

An Indian chief offers a thousand horses to the white man who
will marry his daughter. aged 18 years. In exchanie the white
o A R e e ek R B o
Indian yirl is of medinm heEnt She’ has Doy eves, abundang

and charming.

Alas! even among the redskins the idyls have to-day
bloomed in the form of advertisementa ! How far removed
are we from Longfellow’s poetic reveries !

In Paris singularly ded matri ial adverti ]
are constantly published. Some of these are undoubtedly
geouine, emanatiog from country girls who wish to make
their way to the giddy capital, or from girls tired of poverty
and toil who wish for relief from their misery in the ngree.
able shape of & husband; bot experience will teach thas
the majurity of these advertisements are ao many trapa
Iaid by designing adventuresses to ensnare and capture un-
wary men with & view of despoiling them of whag money
they may

Unly recently thirty men, moetly Parisiana who shoold
have kuown better, were caught by the specious advertise.
Taents of & woman who kept Lhem all on the hookn until she
bad begniled them into makiog her all the gifts they
would, when she abandoned them if she ¢ould, bat if not
married them mod vapished jmmediately afior the perfor-
mance of the noptisl ceremony no one knew whither. Hhe
was finally exponed, sad received ber just deserts at the
huods of the Jaw she had outraged, but that sforded small
satisfaction to her Heeced dupes, who of conrse, never Again
as much as canght sight of their precious cash,

11 the real truth sboot nine-tenths of the matrimonial ad-
verti nod matri ial agenei Id be hed and
writtea up, it would afford some higlly interesting reading
of the seusmtional type worthy of comparicon with the best,
detective rowances ever conceived and published by Enile
GGaborisn or that eyually fertile genios, Xavier de Monte-
pin

Yoves
from
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THE COLDEN HEART.
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CHAPTER L

France there was an old Norman town,
wonderfully beantiful and pictureque,
with hits qnl.inl.ly-:;ned_ hoaees, i:‘;
super eries, curious peak
roofr ; lgt:nmusive iron studded and
ornamented doors; ite shrines placed
at almoat every street corner, and con.
taining the stone image of the Virgin and infant Saviounr ;
its .ﬁilnrimm greys and browns, its colour aad rich atill life.

¢ streets were paved with round grey pebbles—pebbles
that tortured the feet of wawary strangérs and made them
long for the th asphalte of Paris—indeed, the pav
of this lovely little town were ita sole drawback.

Ita cathedral was moble, grand, and imposing. Outside
were winged dragons fighting for the lite of a saint sgainst
some evil power. Strange and unknown animals eronchin,
sabmissively at the feet of holy wen ; long processions of
sealptored ‘disciples mingled with many episodes of the
Saviour’s life carven npon the ancient grey stones.

It was digniked, stately, and handsome. Inside the dim,
sool church, rich with mellow tinted paintings, and the
gorgeounly colonred shadows that fell irom the stained
windows, its tapestries and crowded altars, its massive
white columns and glitter of gold and silver, there was one
plain oaken door that led to the cloisters above. They were
noble not only by reason of their great age, for surely age
lenda dignity, but by the snperbness of thewr marbie arches
and splendid carvings, their faded altars and lofty aaints,
Once seen, they were cloisters to be remembered, to be
thought of with wistful regret and & sigh for their imperish-
able strength and beauty.

The river that ran through the town was aloppish and
alow, but it bore the market boata and the corn barges and
stole away to the britliant bloe ses, reflecting, as it erept
along, the overhanging eaves and the dark dormer windowa
of the qaaint wooden houses.

Fruitfal orchards stretched around it; wide fields of
yellow colza flamed in the sun, and low porple hills, corered
with a mist in the early morning as beauotiful as the bloown
upon a cluster of grapes, hemmed it in from the humsy,
bostling, outer world. There wers deep, green woods,
golden here and there with ]l):auzhes of gorze, and far away
morthward was & faint streak of ocean, while from: many a
hill or by the roadside the tall Calvaries stretched out their
arms sorrowfuolly, yearningly, to the travellers who passed
beneath,

A beautiful, world-forgotten old place. Frequented by
few strangera, and they only wandering antiquaries and
artists who songht it for the art treasures it gave them freely
and ungrodgingly.

There was a fint.le wooden hamlet on the outskirts of the
town, where the people p;‘ew an abundance of froit and
tlowers for the market. The entrance to the village was
marked by a eross, and in the winter a lantern swung there,
Even in their busiest moments the people paused as they

it, to cross themselves and murmur & prayer, to im-
plore some greatly desired object and te beg Mary's guid-
ance throogh the day and her assistance in their baying and
selling, their bargaining and transferring.

Sumetimes the women, on their way to the still, guiet
town, bearing their baskets of richly-hned flowers aud
froits, pauered to rest there, and talked lightly and laugh-
ingly of their erer¥ day affairs, their hoebands, or, if they
were unmarried, of their lovers, whispering even beneat
the shadow of the cross—that symbel of periect, pitiful love
—some choice bit of scandal concerning a neighgonr, s0me
idle rumour that destroyed, by its foulness, the fair fame of
an innocent girl, or alded to the shame of a weak and
erring sister.

Thete was & cool, gh pp the erves,
noted for the aweetnesa and parity of ites waters, and here
the young girls and bent old women came with their
pitchers, and the patient-eyed oxen refreshed themselves
duriog the heat of the day. Upon the low stone seat the
market women rested and the children played.

it was aa intensely hot summer day. The roads were
dry, and white with powdered dust. ‘The of the way-
si?e woa burnt and scorched, There had been ne rain for
someweeks, and everything was drooping —dying . The birds
had taken ahelter fror the dazzling ball of fire among the
boughs of the trees, and occasionally a faint twitter be-
trayed their hiding place. All Nature slumbered—a leaden

3 F3
ing

slee

Tg'a fields were brilliant with yeliow muostard, golden
with the ripening ¢orn and red with the fame of thonsands
of poppies. The orchard trees were laden with froit.
Never %md. the villagers experienced a more plenteous

season.

Between the long row of poplars that edged the road
came two peasant girln Two tall young crestures, each
poising an empty basket upon her head, barefooted, lithe of
movement, supple and erect, walking with the free, proud
carriage of Eastern country women, Oue was wonderfully
besutbifnl, with a pale oval face, arched brows, and deep,
fathomless, purple black eyes that looked cut mpon the
world with a straoge, scornful expression smouldering in
their deptha. .

Her companion was slight and fragile. Her face was
round and fair, pink as ac spple blosson), innocent and
childish. She bad large isughing eyes, and her bair shone
like a golden net ﬁ]le(f:ith impiisoned sunbeas,

"nlike as these girls were they were sistera

They psused when they reached the well, each setting
down her light burden and drawing & loog bresth of wear.
nesa. The younger girl rested herself upon the low seat,
fanoing herrelf with ber bive apron. The slight movement
liited the little curls that atrayed over her forehead and
ratfled them.

* Reiue,' she aaid softly, addressing her sister who leant
avey the fountain dipping her slender brown fingers into the
h'mg]id water, * Are you weary ¥

. Q'

*Angry ¥
* No.

* [a it that yono have not forgiven me ¥

+There is nothing to forgive,’ answered Raine ahortly.
*1f you are muﬁ we will go on.’

*I am resdy,’ the elder girl said, rising as she spoke.

“ It seems folly to rest when one is 30 near home, bot onr
mother always st here, and it was on this seat that yon
and I waited for ber retarn from market. Do you remem-
ber, Reine *

¢ Why should 1 forget it more than you, Toinou ¥

¢ Ah,'why,’ said Toinou, ndlL.

A shade passed over Heine's beantifnl face. Her sombre
eyen reated for & moment upon Toinow,

* It mast be rlmunt to bave no work ta do,” she said
abruptly. - No fruit nor flowers to gather ; no cattle to feed
and tepd. Tell me, Toinon, are dyon uite happy working
in the garden, going to market day after day, no change,
always the same—ever the garden and the market—the
mar ket and the garden.’

*Why do you ask? Oh, Reine, has he spoken to you of
another life—of Paris ¥

‘He! Whom? d ded Reine, haugh
fell and a dark colour burnt in her cheeks,

¢ There is but one man who would talk of such thingatoa
village girl,” apewered Toinon. *And I need not tell you
who he is.  So he has talked of Paris, and he tells you that
life is dark and dull in out peaceful village. ©h, Reine,
why will yon listen to him? Why do yon not close your
ears and yonr heart against bim. He has an evil spirit—he
is & child of the onhuly one.’

* S0 am 1, retorte]  Reine scornfully. * Why should one
pray to Mary? You have prayed to her night and morning,

on have pleaded with her to save me, nnd yet she never
genra on, she never prevents my weeting him. If the
Bl Mother is powerful and stronger than Satan, why
cannot she keep me from him—tell me why oot ?

Her voice had risen to & wail of despair, her hands clenched
the basket with convulsive force, and her cheat heaved
stormily,

¢ Perhaps she needs another oﬂ'erin%.’ said Teinou alter a

mae, ‘It iz long since we gave her the silver heart.

ball we save onr money and give her a golden one, Reine *'
¢ It is useless now,” said Reine bitterly. *His words have
snuk deep into my heart, and I canoot uproot them. In
the night I think of Paria! I hear the roll of carriages; [
see the gleaming lighta, the fountaine, and the great build-
inps. [ dream io my sleep of #ilks and laces, of sative and
velvets, of gleaming jewels, of servants that obey she
slightest wish of their mistrees, of everything the hears can
d];aaire, and of that bitier price that mmst be paid for
then

¢ Heine 1 oh ! my sister, you will not, not—think of good
Father José —oh 1 Reine.’ * Toinou's voice broke down in a
passionate fit of sobbing, while the elder girl looked ealmly
before her at the modern honses just eoming into sight,
and the tower of the plain little chureh rising tall and
straight to the blue summer aky. -

< Hush ! ahe aaid, not ungently. ‘' Dry youreyes. Some-
one may see you—Toihow, eay nothing to Father José ;
when I go again to confession I will tell him everything.’

¢ And he will help yon—oh ! he will help you,’ cried Toi-
non ; but Reine's prond lips gnivered as she murmured :

*No one can belp me—nothing ean save me now. The
saints are dead and Satan slone hears our prayers and
answera them.’

Rut in the evening she erept nwnfy. and Toinon, who saw
her go fell down upon her knees before the crucifix.

* She bas gone to meet the evil one! Oh! Holy Mother!
if yon will save her, I will give yon a golden heart,’ she
cried[}:iteﬁnsly, and the waxen fignre under the glass shade
stared before her with nneeeing eyes, and the emiling month
sgemedl to scoff at the girl's heartbioken appeal.

ily, but hereyes

CHAPTER II.

THeOUGH the Champs Elvsées, Freen with the leafy chest-
nnts, gay with crowds of smartly dressed people all bent
upon enjoyment, noisy with the laughter of ehilizen and
the wusic of 8 brass band hidden somewhere among the
treea, walked a girl.

A poor little pensant girl, blue-eyed and gollen-haited,
dressed in a simple stuff gown and carryiog a Liny rose tree
close to her beating heart. A timid litile girl whose blue
eyes wandered fearfully and anxionsly arcund her and
whose faliering feet seemed barely able to support her tired,
trembling body, She was Toinou.

The people sitting beneath the trees looked carelessly
after her—some little markes gicl from the Madeleine they
thoopht, seeking the houee of 8 paichaser who had bromght
or otdered the rose tree she was can §ing with sach eare,

She was so weary, 80 faint and siek. [v sreemed years
sinee =he had awoke in the quaint old bedroom, where the
roses crept in abt the casement, and the starry-eyed jas-
nine made the air sweet with its perfume —to find the place
by her side vacant and Reine missing.

It seemed years ago sioce she had read the pote lying
upon the settle downstairs, the letter Reinehad written in cthe

shadows of the early morning, before the crimson roses
mslmken ofl the dewdrops or the tall lilies quite opened
their anowy geld-dusted petals.

She remembered reading it in & vague, dazed nianner, and
something of the sharp pain that had pierced her beart at
that bitter moment still lived in her borom. It was ouly a
small piece of paper, but it had crashed the youth out of
her, aud in the place of the child bad left a woman, whe
saffered and hid her ageny nobly aud bravely.

This was what Reioe had written with & hand that had
never faltered nor trembled as it folfilled ies wask, while
Toinou was sleeping peacefully in ihe little white chamber,
her golden head resting npon her minm and ber lips amiling
a8 she dreamt :

+ 1 have gone to Paris.’

That was all. No teoder expression of love for the sister
she was leaving—the little sister she had promised her
mother to guard and sbield slways. And Toinou had read
it, and thep with ber tbrobbicg heart filled with one great
resolve had fought hack her tears and sat down to thinﬁ:.

¢ I will go to Paris and suve her.’

Tt wasan easy thing to say, but very ditficnlt to carry out.
How coull she, o weak, inexperienced country girl, find her
way to Paris, and when she reached it how conld she dis-
cover Keine g the many th ls who dwelt in that
vast ¢ity ? Love i8 strong ; love is powerful, Tuincu touk
out thelittle hoard that she had beeo saving, with shy ten-
derness and grave forethought for & day that came to nearly
all the village girls—ber wedding dnrl. It was = pititul
soms.  The shoeblacks of Paris would have earved more ia
ove day, and the Hower sellers in the atreet wonld have
taken double fur one big basket of fregrant violots in the
early sesason ; but to Toinon it seemed unlimited wealth,

5ho bad no idea bow far Paris was from the hamlet ; no
ides which way to take sor in what direetion it lay, bot she
knealt bofors the altar in the church and prayed that the
Holy Mother would take her safely 1o Reine. * I bave no
offering to give you, dear Mother," sha sobbed, as she pros-
trated herself before the smiling Ggure. *Unly flowers,
nothing elee, Bat when | find Reine, I will bring yon a
golden heart.’

The white saint's muote eyes stared st the sad childish
figure, and the light from & painted window st d over
the pale, piteons face, and so with the golden glow upon
her she passed out of the church and wenst home. She
isstened up the wooden house, and took the key to s kindly
neighbonr who had been guod to the motherless girls, for
l.helhml children nll her own. .

*1am going & long journey, Marie,' she maid, tryiog to
speak bravely, and to Jntudy her gnivering \‘oicu.ry . %\‘ill
you see to the cow, and perbaps the children will water my
Howers ; and if Reine returna before 1, tell her I have gone
to Paris—she will know why."

* Going to Parie * ecreamed Marie.
many weeks to reach the city. Why are youo going?
filled with traps and pitialla for such as you.'

I may tell you nothing, dear madam, but for my mother’s
sake do as I azk,' pleaded Toinon, and Marie had pronised,
and so began Toinon's quest. '

She hn.n,l; walked by day throngh the villages and towns,
and the dusty roada, under the daszling sun, that burnt and
}Jlialered her skin even as the cruel hard pavementa hort her
eet.

Sometimes a friendly wagponer had given her a lift or &
woman on her way home from market had placed her npon
her muole. She was always grateful for these kind actions,
and many good wishes followed her npon ber journey. Sbe
had slept amoaget trusses of hay nad straw, and once be-
neath a bedge., And at last, haggard, weary and exhansted,
she had reached the Paris end, the Champ~ Elynéen,

Poor litsle Toinou! The crowds bewildered her; the musaje
saddened her, Now that she bad gained her goal she did
not knew where o go. She wandered on_and on, throngh
an immense place filled with statues, and where so many
carriages pasted to and fro that their number seemed count-
less apd their procession endless. And the people langhed
and talked, jostling ber as they went by, everyone looking
careless, happy, and prosperous.

She had earried her rose tree all the way. It had been
planted by the dead mother, and waa too sacred a treasure
vo entrost even to Marie. The gay beds of flowers that she
passed in the gardens were not =0 Leautiful in her eyes as
this tree. 'The children were sailing boats npon a sheet of
water, while the fountain played and the white apray fell,
and the children’s mirthful voices rang in her tired ears.

She sank upon a seat at last, and rested her weary head
upon her arm. Her eyes weie clused, when suddenly &
thought tiashed throngh her brain.

¢ Reine niay be here among these gay P)eople to-dsy.” The
people presed by. Handeome women dreseed in costly gar-
ments, fair and dark beanties, bnt no Reioe. Another
thought added now to Toinou's perplexities,

Where was she to find lodgings for the night?

The afternoon was waning, and the summer evenin,
growing rapidly. Soon night wonld come. She count
up her poor stock of money—it was ver‘vr emall pow, for her
onminey had taken many a silver eoin from it.  She looked
opelessly down the long garden, The erowds were leaving
them. Tlhe smart purees, in their fne caps and long
tibbons, were carrying the children away. Everyboedy
seemed goiny at once.

Toinon rose and wingled with the crowd. What mattered
it where she went? So she passed ont with them, and at
lenyth found herself drawn into the vortex of a stroggling
mot, wiio stood ontaide & great bumilding, watching & loog
row of carriages

Suddenly a murgur ran
pressed eagerly forward.
¢ Here she comes.’

Toinon bent, forward with the rest. On came the car.
riage, drawn by magnificent horses and driven by high-
liveried coachmen.

Among the loxuriaat cushions a woman reclinek. A
beaatiful, proud-faced woman, whose lovely eyes shone de-
fiantly, and whose dusky cheeks wete flushed with a plow
of trinmiph. A woman dressed in delicate silk and lace,
with Haking jewels shimmering at her eare, her tireat and
upon her slender wrists, And as she made her trinmphant
proeession a cry of ¢ Heine, Reine,’ rose from somenne anyong
the bystanders. A fLgure 7an forward, right before the
borses’ heads, and under their feet. There was & confused
babble of shuuis miogled with the screams of terrified
women and the exclamations of men, and then a man lifted
the limp bLody of a golden-haired girl in his arms, whoee
fair childish face was crushed and bruised by the cruel honfs
of the horses, snd whos=e blae eyes were closed never to open
lf.nin upon the world, bat closed for ever by the icy fingers
of death.

In the road iay a trampled rose-tree and a broken Hower
hat.

The curiage paseed on. The men carried the dead body
away, Sha was nobody. There were no tender, reverent
hands to lay flowers upon her cold breast, ur among the
silken meshes of ber pretty hair. =he was only a friendless
country girl.

They buried her in the common ditch among the olher
city waits, and Marie waits in vain for the linme-coming of
the two sisters.

But the Holy Mother has Toioou's gift of the Golden
Heart, even though it was given in vain.
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SEEING that there is & tendency to reform and alter every-
thing that exista, it would not be surprising if some of our
legislators were to start up and suggest that the name of
this colony should be remodelled. [If the attainment of the
beaatifu] means aught, it shoold begin with the conferring
convenient and euphonivus labels upon the persons, and

- more patsicalarly the places, of our environment. It can-
not be said that the forefathers of these colonies have ex”
hibited mueh taste or discretion in selecting the bnames
which decorate the wmap of Australasia, though in this re-
spect New Zealand has somewhatb the advantage of her big
sister over the seas. The United States present & still more
remarkable instance of slovenliness in the ehoice of appella-
tiona for places and towns, few of them having any meaning
or relation to the characteristios of the locality. The story
goes that a whole region there was furnished with names by
a pablic minister in forty-eight honrs, who having exhaasted
Lempriére’a Classical Dictionary and his own imagination,
solicited contribntions from his friends.

The nomenclatare of the United States is, however, on
the whole superior to that of Australia, especially where it
has been drawn from Tndian, Spacish, or French sources.
The Southern States of Georgia, Florida, Lounisiana, aod
Alabama show all three influences, and not only are the
names of these Btates beautiful and wieldy, bui their
localities are euphoniously labelled. There is Atlanta,
Savannah, Tallahassee, San Augustine, Pontchartrain, Baton
Rouge, and many othern, It would be difficelt to find
prettier names than those of the other Siatea—Virginia,
Carolinae, Arizons, Nevada, Colorado, Minnescta, Cali-
fornia, and Uregon. 1If there be aoght in a name, it is
Better to be designated ¢ an Oregonian’ than a * New Sonth
‘Welshman.' There is a noble roll shout the former which
makes the mind straighten up insensibly, aud gives dignity
to the citizen of Oregon. Calilornia is, however, the State
which possesses the greatest proportion of sweetly-sonnding
names, and this tends, with ita induigent climate and pro-
ductiveness, to give it 4 smack of romance aud intensify the
tendency to “blow’ in ita inhabitants. Such are Marin,
Mendocino, Martinez, B a, S a, Al la, Sacra-
mento, Monterez, Santa Clara, Contra Costa, Santa Bar-
bara, Los Angeles, and conntless others. In other States,
on the contrary, & commouplaceness or want of teste has
been displayed in baptizing the young community, equal to
or even surpassing those shown by the early settlers of
Australia

Some five yeats ago it was proposed to the people of New
South Wales that they should change the unmeaning and
clumsy name of their colony to one more bLeautiful and
more wieldy for purposes of writing and conversation. The
outcome wan 3 good deal of senseless ridicule and n collapse
of the ides, Two pretty subetitutes were suggeated —Peron-
sellia and Aorolania—smong mauy other crudely-sounding
titlie, and one correspondent wittily proposed the name of
* Convictoria,’ which he said would have gnita a historical
and geographical significance.

If human beiogs were not eo slogyish and custom.bound,
every oue of these Australasian colonies, except thoss of
Victoria, Queensland, and Tasmanis, would changs its
name to none in which there was the best combination of
bistorical or geographical meaning, of beauty, and of con.
veonience for the purposes of speaking acd writing. Maori-
land, Mnaorilandia, or Maorioria is, after all, & more trath-
Tully descriptive pame than that of New Zealand, which is
moogrel Dutch. Even Zealandia, though historically
obacure, wonld be & great imp on our p ap-

pellation. Or following the Spanich example of calling
Cnba Hispaniola, we might call New Zealand * Britaniola.’
¢ New Zealand,' though useful in the form of N.Z. for the
putpose of addressing parcels, is #n extenso hopeless for the
objects of literature or national designation. How absurd
does the title to Manning'a book, * (id New Zealand,’ strike
areader for the first time.

Sonth Australia and West Australia, too, are makeshift
sort of names, while New South Wales is the clamsiest and
miost unmeaning of all. Nothing ahows the poverty of ideas
among new-comers from Europe more than the inceasant re-
production of old-world names with the prefix * New "or
North, South, East, or Weat. In New Soath Wales, how-
ever, we have the climax of this absurdity. What resem-
blance bas that colomy with its heat, its great plaine, its
subtropical fruits, and its conntleas herds with & woist, billy,
green, misty little principality one thirtieth part of its size?
Similarly New Zealand and Holland are the two mest con-
ceivably nnlike lands, the former being perhaps the moat
varied and the latter the most monotonous on the earth,

Young countries, towns, and localities ought to assume
the right of vaming tbemselves when they bave arrived atb
years of discretion, and cease to be aatisfied with those
given to them by iheir forefathera. It has been done evea
in an old country like England, and the ridicule epst npon
those who desired to re-label New Scuth Wales geems very
surprising in & country which professes to disregard tradi-
tion. Within New Zealand alsc there are aome places
with native names inelegant or clumsy to the Enropean ear
and eye which might he advantageonsly altered. By mesns
of a plebescite, and the co-operation of the post-office and
the newspapers it wonld not be difficult to retrace the past,

In & eertain city of New Zealand which shall be nameless,
there is a debtor who las been guilty of paying his eredi-
tors. Amony the native curios this one might very reason-
ably be paraded a= being, if not unique, ati least of increas
ing rarity with each successive year. It therefore bebovea
the community where he existe to be disereetly silent re-
garding his name and loeality, and rest content, swelling
with conscious pride. Dangers threaten ns everywhere,
and possibly some earthquake or eruption may be spared to
the fortunate community out of consideration for this one
righteoas debtor, -

!

At the rate things are going the righteons debtor will
soon be a1 extinet as the dodo. There ie still enough of the
old-fashioned respect for honest insolvency to point with
something like admiration to the man who bas made a
frank and speedy breast of it to hia creditors and paid their
claims in full. Our forefathers were inelined to jndge the
insolvents harshly, and atfix a social stigina apon him. The
oldest Roman law gave his creditors the right of eutting
him up. Hut in America and Australasia hnmanitarianism
has so advanced that he is not cnly not ¢ cut’ daring lifs,
but in death be *cutsup’ at & figure most satisfactory to all
the claimants concerned.

Improved modern methods have clearly reduced the art of
secreting *a little stocking somewhere® to a height on-
dreamt of by our great-grandmothers. Now, as then, the
ladies of the family mannge the trick, and when the debtor
is standing disconsclately with a rueful visage mnd his
pockets turned inside out, appear like guardian angels bear-
ing & hidden store mystarionsly emanating from vacuum.
Ae people say at the coujurer’s séance, * How is it done?
Woman hes o genius equal to every emergency clearly,
and the most melancholy featare about the bankruptcy
of the righteous debtor above mentioned was that he
was a bachelor and uncared for. Poor fellow ! he had
oo help-meet on whom he could profitably unload in
the day of extremity. On this point even his creditors
were sympathetic; he had won eminence at too dear a
price. The meeting therefore charitably suggested that
he should be relessed on eondition of takiog unto bimself
& wife in order to obviate the recurrence of so lamentable
& contretonps,  Who ehall say after this that romance
daes not rule even in the world of business-men, when they
adviee their debtor t» divide the joys of prosperity and the
sorrows of bankruptey with s lady, at their expense.

There is & book entitled * Cresar's Column ' which s juat
now being much vead in New Zealand. It ts written by a

well-known American, living at Minnaspolis, the fastest
growing city of the Far Weat, and in that region where the
tendencies of democracy in the Gireat Repoblio are least
controlled by what alight dead-weight of custom ex-
ista on the Atlantic sea-board. Americaos are rery
semsitive of the eriticism of foreigners upon their in-
stitotions, bas nothing p diog from an ider sould
add to the lurid intensity of the band-witing on the
wall contained in thin Ameriean Jeremiad opon  the
social and politieal conditions thers. Inasmuch aa some

lonists have an indiseriminate admiration of and desire to
copy the United States, *Cesar's Colomn’ comes at an
opportone moment. ‘The fortunes of New Zealand ars
being re-shaped for good and evil on & new model, and &
consideration of the diffienlties which beset a larger and
more rapidly-developing community may be instructive to
one of smaller thinpn.

In *Cresar's Column® sn attempt is made to depict the
state of society which must logieally procesd from the drift
of affairs in America, if no effort in made on the part of
society to control them, The life led in New Zealand is 1o
the rushing life in Ameries as a 8oft summer breeze is to a
tropical cyclone. The rapid aggregation of wealth, the in-
tense worship of riches, the feverich haste in order * not to
get left,” the blind hurrying after the almighty dollar is
cohcentrated, as in & burning glass, st such citiea an New
York, Chieago, and Minneapolin. They wreall * rustlers’or
real live men ' there, according to the current phraseology of
their business enthusisste, and 0 ba a rustler and real live
man is the aim and object of existence. That apy evils can
result from the spirit of competition and the race for wealth
has 50 far been unsuspected by the patriotic American,
unless he be of the philosophical d ing sort ted by
the practical mind. The author of * Ceesar'a Column ’ is one
of these seers, and he has the advantage of possessing both
an historical knowledge of the fate of past societies, and a
practical acquaintance of the working of the greatest of
modern times,

For a ceatury there have been in theit day persons who
pointed ont the rocka towards which America was drifting,
Some were natives, some were foreigners, 1f the wishes of
the more far-seeing of the founders of the Independence had
been regarded, slavery would bave been abolished eighty
years before it cost the nation a thousand millions sterling
and & balf & million of lives, Macaulay and Carlyle, both
advocates of jnsiice end freedom, warned America that she
was fostering viperons institntions which would some day
turn and corrapt ber.  The reply was always an appeal to
the marked material prosperity of the Stater, Carlyle once
ronghly said te an American, * Ye're & wonderful people, be-
eause yon've got & large countiy and very few pecple in it.’
Now, as land becomes more scarce and population more
dense, thecoming problems alarm eventhonghtful Americaus
themselves. Yet the population is twelve times leas dense
than that of the British Isles

The moral pointed in * Cresar's Columa’ is that the gonpel
of wealth, i blindly preached and blindly practised, must
firat brutalize and ultimately dissolve society. The maxim
thet every person in a society is free to do as he or she likes
is implicitly denied. Competition, if unchecked, muet pro-
duee & condition of inequality, in which the conscienes of
the rich is callosified by prosperity, and the conscience of the
poor benumbed by bitter poverty. Then the two classen Ay
at each other's throats and civilization perishes. The whole
secrat of the dilemrua lies in the fact that no wan or woman
can be honest and honourable if necessity treada too closely
on their heels. The lash of want is Jess effective for the
purpose of symmetrically developing the character than the
lenson of love.

In America the huekstering spirit of mere gain has bean
idenlised at the expense of the virtnes of truth, sulf-sacrifice,
aod bonour, The person who regulates his action, even
spasimodically and imperfectly, from motives of professional
dignity and contempt of gain, is regarded there ms either
eccentric or weak. * He geta left.” The reault is to create
an aristocracy of glorified huc) , & body of professional
mep with which gold is more potent than honour, a body
of judges purchesable by wealth, and s body of Jow poli-
tick lling theelections, snda readyinatr in the
hands of the plotocracy. B8uch, according to * Cresar's
Column,’ are the gods of America. Let ua hope that the
democracy of New Zealand will not fall down and worship
thera.
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mourik —Thank you for your lefter, but my excelleat eor-
respondent has given every mame. I compared carcfully.

—DBEE.
DUNEDIN.
{ Delayed in lransmission. }
Dear BEE, AUGUST 19,
Th her here is beantiful just now, and all

the rooma are growing sweet with spring flowera. The de-
corations are looking lovely. I saw a table the other day
that looked so pretsy. A’ atrip of Liberty silk ran down
the cantra the colour of a violet leaf, and all the Alowers on
the table were violets. Mrs Royse’s table, at a luncheon

rty she yave the other day, alzo looked remarkably well.
%e tabls was uacommonly unique, being decorated with
moss, and small bunchea of primroses and violets, tied with
narrow white ribbon, placed Eere and there among the mosa.
Among the puests were Mesdames Driver, Webster, C.
Turnbull, Gillies, Mackerras, Fotheringham, Gibson, Den-
niston, Cargill, Boyd, and D;fmock'

The laat evening of the Ladies' Savage or * Kabanga Club’
was held at Mra Colquhon’s, Mra Davidson being president
for the evening. A capital programme was provided by the
latter, the musical contributions including a pianc solo,
vocal trio, double guartette, and vocal solo, zome of the
ladies taking part in them being Mesdames R. Turnbnll,
Rose, Williams, De Zouche, FYim, Mookman, and the
Misses M. Williams, Sievwright, and Dick. OUther itema
on the programme were readingas by Misses Diek and S.
Webster, and Mra Davidson ; recitations, Miss M. Cargill ;
and a well-acted comedietta by Misses Hodgkins, Tubecki,
and G. Rattray. There wua{nrze gathering, among whom
were Mesdames MacKenzie, Sinclair, Thompeon, Kattray,
Melland, Biidges, Ferguson, U. Turnbull, Bathgate, G.
Denniston, and Missea Spence, Sise, and many other
familiar names.

The gentlemen Savages have promised us sn evening before
jong, the fultilment of which promise we are riy look-
ing forward to, as Lhey always treat us well. A littie later
on_their season is to be closed with a sapper, to which, I
believe, we are all to be iovited, This is genercus, for
generally the gentlemen reserve the suppers for themselvea.

The University Students gave a most enjoyable social,
and although they met early, because being Saturday night,
they had to break up early, the evening just flew away.
Many enjoyable musical items were given, then the floor
wos cleared for dancing, which pleasant pastime was in-
dulged in moet heartily.

T must not forget to tell you of a niece afterncon tea which
Mrs Stanford gave lately.” There were present Meedamea
Williams, Buller, Batchelor, Pim, W. Cargill, and the
Misses Reynolds,

I have noticed among pretty street dresses Mrs Melland
wearing a pretty grey costume, the black underskiit, collar,
and cutfs of which are richly braided with gold.

The Juvenile Opera Company have left us after a very
suceessfol season.  As the nights the clever little
folks grew in favour, and the last two nights when * The
Pirates’ was prodaced the houre wae literally packed up-
stairs and downo. The childien looked so pretty in their
pirate coatoniee. In the first act Major-general Stanley’s
namerous family of girls all carvied different coloured sun-
shades where down by the sea they paddle. Miss Lily
Everett wore cream nun's veiling edged with tuching, and a
broad pink saah tied high up under the armna, and pocket al

muoch admire, Mr Jago, Mr W. F. Yoong, Mc Charles
Umbers, Mr W. J. MacLaaghlin, Mr Marsden, and Mes
Williame Mr A. C. Hanlon recited very accepiably, * The
Progress of Madness,' and Mr T. {'bapman’s cornet solo was
much sdmired. Mr A. Vallis acted as accompanist throagh-
oot the evening.

At the Princess Theatre * Macbheth® was produced by the
Amateur company that performed it before. 16 waa a
benefit to Mr W. G. Carey and Misa Carey, members of the
Standard Dramatic Company, which have been so wnfur-
tunate in their venture. The Times, you may remember
criticized this performance very nnfavourably npon the fivst

rodnetion by the amatears, and althongh much praiss was
in thia instance given to Mr Carey who played Macbeth,
and to Mise Carey, who played Lady Macheih, the others
did not get much praise. However, their object was a
worthy cne, and deserves commendation in itself.

The football match between Woellington and Otago re-
sulted, as you koow, in a victory for U In the after-
uoon, which had been declared & half-holiday in bonour of
the occasion, the streets were lined soon after two by a
stream of ple wending their way to the Caledonian
Grounds, which before the commoncement of the game pre-
sented & most animated appearance. The stand, too, was
crowded with ladiea, and the utmost interest was mani-
feated in the game. I hope ibe hearty welcome ded

with brown tulle ; Miss Alsxander, white satin and silver
girdle ; Misa Willinma, FA]: bloe sarin envered with blue
lisherman’s net ; Miss Gilkerson, red velvet and poppies:
Misa Bise, white tigured satin; and Miss Spence, white
Liberty silk.

The members of the *Jahn Club ‘ gave another of their
delightful dancea, which was held the ~ame evening in St.
Paul's Schoolroom. In all)ite of the number who were else-
where, there waas guite & large assemlly, and as pentlemen
were pot in the minority, the ladies had a time of it.

pi by their unif were some of the midshipmen
from the ships Waipa aml Jessia Readman now in purt
The Committee of the Clob are o be eungrnl.u]nleqf:ofor
they showed natiiing zeal in their efforts to make 1he dance
what it was—an nnqualified snceess.  Among those present
weare Mesdames Seoit and Toroer, and Missea Fedor, PPolion,
Hardy, Wiee, Muir, Nixon, Mitwchell, tirant, Holland, amdi
Inglin  Mirs Fodor looked very ‘)‘reny in pale green with
Enqk voeen ; Miss Gregg wors black net, with velver bodice
nished with met; Miss Wilson wore & very pretty dress of
soft white silk trimmed with & shade of rerma-cotia ; Miss
M. Longford, a pretty terma-cotta Libecrty sillk ; Miss Eliotr,
white Indian muslin,

Also the ladies’ evening of the Shakeapeare Club came off.
Tt proved 1o be as enjoyable as usnal, the Choral Hall beiny
well filled. The proceedings opened by the president, Mr
A. Wilson, M.A., giving one of hir most interesting ad-
dresszes, throngh which hiile gems of Shakespearian know-
ledge are always to be gleaned. The rendings of the clul
were from * Richard IL.," and * Much Ado About Nothing,'
and as a whole they were very successful, manifesting maoy
evidencea of careful study. Mr Joel gave a very nice

reading of Richard IL ; r_Calvert gave a spiritel
rendeiing of the part of Rolingbroke; Mr Hanlon
was dramatic as Jobn of Gaunt; the KRev. W.

Yorke gave a carefol veading of the parta of York

and Salishury ; while the minor characters were well repre-

sented by Messrs Sedger, Borrows, Stephens, and Adame.

Miss de Carle was most snecessfnl as the Queen, dignity and

giei being well depicted. In the selection from ¢ Much Ado

3 bout Nothing,” the members proved they conld appreciate
T

to our visitors consoled them somewhat for she losa of the

game,
MAUDE.

DEeARr BEE, f AUGUST 25.

‘We have had a glorions rain. For several days
it poured in torrents, and now from every tree the birds are
singing, and in the gardens the spring flowers are sweet.

1 have been viewing the fashions, and find that the checks,
which have 8o long n all the rage, are no longer to hold
theicplace ; in fact, they have almost died from the summer
materinle, being only plainly ontlined where they exist at
all. Fine stripes will be worn, and upon exquisitely tinted
beiges, in fawns and g'regu, or pale sage greens, owers of
chenille, or in fine braid, are worn. The self- colonred
materinla, too, will be very much in vogue, and in all
materials the colonrs are of the most delicate tinte. 17nless
big efforts are made agsinst ionovation we shall lose our
comfortable plain skirta.  Already the bottom is fiilled, and
the $ashion plates reveal the new skirts a little draped, and
in =ome instances eaught op on one side with a cluster of
ribbona.

The last meetiog of the Ladies’ Savage Clab was held ab
Mre Henry Mackenzie's, Every third evening is a guest's
evening, when & more than uaually attractive programme
s prepared, and as this was an invitation night, the even-
ing was charmiogly arranged and carried through. At one
end of the room & small atage wan erected, and beautifully
decorated with greenery, whieh gl d Chi
lamps. Upon this twelve ladies represented the twelve
different months and the fonr seasons of the year. They
were appropriately attired, and made gnite effective pic-
tures, each reciting verses snitable to their part. The fol-
lowing ladies took part :—Mrs Mackenzie, Misses Cargill,
‘Williame, Spence, Sievwright, Rattray (2), MecLaren (3),
Roberts, and Gaulter. Mre Petre played appropriate music
thronghoat. Another item quite a contrast, and one which
cansed a good deal of amusement, wan a Toy Symphony,
performed by a choir in uniform, Mrs De_Zouche sang
very nicely, and Mra Sise shawed how to make a delicions
frait ealad. T was almost forgetting to tell yon of the
pretty ecenery that was painted by Mrs Davidson, and the
exqusitely-painted programmes by Miss Hodgkins. The
Club journal contains advertisements recommending char-
women, sewing women, governesseds, efc., useful recipes,
and so0 on, as well as short articles, all of whieh are sent in
unsigned. About seventy gnests were present. among
whom were Mead , Batchelor, Webater, Rattray,
Beleher, Fergnaon, Hosking, Colquhon, Galaway, Misses
Dick, Stanford, Reynolda, Falton, Hodgkine, Stephenson,
and many others.

Mrs Mackenzie, the following day, gave a small and de-
lightful evening to the young ladies who had taken part.

rs Perston gave a large afternoon tea, to which were
invited ‘.\!‘ru Rhind (Cbristchuarch), ac the entertained guest,

complete, reminding one of the picture * Quite Ready,’ even
to the bonnet. Miss Lily Stephenzon, a delicate piok nun'a
veiling with pale green sash, and red silk awbrella and
large white hat. 1 thooght they would look remarkably
well at & fancy dresa ball.” Io the circle Miss Hales looked
nice in pink, and Mrs Hales in bandsome black lace; Mm
Roee also wore black ; Miss McNeil white.

In my next letter I shall have the ladies’ evening of the
Shakespeare Club to tell you of, a dabce, and various other
things. Wae are not wildly gay. There is just enoogh ex-
citement to prevent us going to sleep, avd no more.

Several good comcerts have intervened since my last
letter, one given by the Catholic Literary Society in aid of
their poar. This was held in the City Hall, which comes
next in size to the Garrison, and which was crowded in
every part. The aister of Miss lose Blaney—>Miss Kate
Blapey—attracted 3 deal of attention by her singing.
Miss Morrieon was alse in splendid voice. The second con-
cert was in aid of the Alhambra Yootball Club, and
wan also & wuccess, and bheld, if I remember rightly,
in the same hall. I was not present, an the opers
provad the greater attraction, Serhlp- use one
wan certain of meeting one’s friende there. A chat be:
Vween the acta in balf the plessurs of an entertainment, an
the chat behind the scenes 18 more than balf the plessure to
the perforniers. Those wha went to the concert say that it
was an excellent one. Among the vocalists were I&r A.F.
Joel, Mirs Roee Blaney, Mrs lerael, whose sweet voice I 1o

aond M Dymock, E. C. Revnolde, France {Welling-
ton}, Fenwick, Garratt, Bmith, Stephenson, and Menlove.
his was quite a gala day, for as it happened, there
were npon that evening, two dances, snd the Ladies’
evening of the Shakespeare Club. [t does not often
happen so, a3 i we are weeks together with.
out anything so nice. I must tell you abont Mrs Mac-
Neil'a dance firat, which she gave at her residence at Mora-
ington, the rooma of which were beautifully decorated with
flowers, The hoetesa received her guesta in & rich green
merveillenx gown ; Misa Roberin wore a pretty old rose silk
with white chiffon frills : Miss Giarratt, very pretty dress of
ralmon pink muslin; Misa Liviogston, cream surah silk ;
Miss Farquhar, cream merveillenx, with sprays of cream
roses, Miss L. Mackerras, white net over white silk ;
Miss Batterworth, a pretty soft piok #ilk trimmed
with lace ; Mias Reynolds, erushed strawbertry brocads;
Mins B. Scott, black silk grepadine; Mias Btephenaon
looked nice in white satin veiled in lace, and ornamented
with white lilac; Miss Tui Stephenson in black fisher.
man's net; Miss Menlove (Uamaru), lovely drems of white
silk gavze, with white heatl:. Mrs Moore and M Finch,
both danghters of the house lonked very nice.  Mrs Moore
wore yellow silk covered with embroidered lisse; Mrs
Finch, rich white silk, with Medici collar, and long train ;
Mise MacNeil, a lovely dresa of black merveillenx with
ereamn rones; Miss l.. Mclaren, in white tigured llams ;
Mies Ethel MacLaren, white Liberty silk with white roses
round the skirt; Miss G. Ratiray, creant satin covered

" e g went with epirit and dash, and pro-
voked frequent bursta of appl Mr Whitson was in bis
element as Benedick. ot & point was missed. Mr
Stephens’ Claudio was a clever piece of character-reading ;-
Mr Pasco made a capital Don Pedro; Mr Folton gave an
excellent reading of the 1t of Lecpato, as did Mr Adama
of the Messenger ; Mies White made a epirited Beatrice, and
the little Misa de Carle had to do as Hero she did well ; Miss
Gordon in the amall part of Ursula read with good expres-

sion. The mueical items were much enjoyed, Miss Westy
and Herr Wincklemann both contributing,
MavpE
CHRISTGHURCH.
DEAR BEE, Avcust 25

The conversazione of the Science Society at the
Canterbmy College was a decilled success. There were be-
tween five aod six hundred people present. The large ball
was nicely decorated with pot plants, and used for the con-
cert, when Miss M. Bell sang very pleasingly, * Remember
Ae No More," and Misa Packer gave a violin selo. But there
was s0 much to see yon could not stay in oue roem long at
a time. Experiments were shuwn and explained by the
studenls in various rooms, and telephiopic communication
was supposed to be established with the concert room, bet
with so many about it was not possible to get the full bene-
fit of that. Amongthe pumbers [ saw Mrs H. B. Webl and
Misz M. Webb, Mrs Bickerton, and her daughter, Mrs J. P.
Firth, Mrs and Miss McRae, and hosts more, and as it was
a very cold night, nearly everyone took cold crossing the
guadrangle from one heated room to another, and ss every
zecond person yon meet epeaks to you from behiod a pocket-
handkerchief with a strong ioclination to sound d for n, and
they say pitifully, *Oh, yes, I got it at the conversazione,’
all one’s acquaintances peem to have been there,

Mre Kelsey is on a visit in_town juat now, and was at ah
afternoon tea given by Mrs Wilding, Fawnhope. Mrs H,
Murray-Aynstey sang a pretty little song of Linbenaiein's.
Miss F, W nn-{\v‘illinms. and Mies Hutton also sang, and
Miss Loughnan added the charm of the guitar.

MissWynn. Williams has returned fromjher long vieit to
the Nnr!ﬂ Island, and the sisters had an afterncon ten,
where a few of their girl friende were glad to meet ber. The
Alisses Cowlishaw, Misa Greenwood, the Mizsen Wilson
{Culverden), Miss E. Rhodes, Misa M. Tabart, Miss Hatton,
Miss Thomsun, and Miss Loughnan were there,

Then ecame the Grand National, and never wns a liner
day known on the race course, noteven an east wind. The
sun was too hot, indeed, and many Judies, were glad to
leave sealskin jackets and other wraps while they pacaed the
Jawn and viewed horses and riders. It reminded ope very
much of Cup Day, the eréwd was so large, especially of
ladies. The members were sllowed extra tickets for lnd’i .
and this, with the nnuenally beautiful day tempted many.
The large anmber of accidents murred the pleasure some-
what. In the first race Mr G. Murray-Ayneley wae carried
off the field on & stretcher, and no cope koew how much he
was hurt, but luckily he escaped with a sprained hand,
though stunned with the fall.  Then Morok's jockey, Mr
J. Allen, war more sericusly hurt, getting & biokes collar-
bone. Later two homea came to grief, Waihi, a North
Jaland horse, putting his shoulder ont {which we were told
would be pnt right again) and Mr Murray-Aynsley’s Light-
ning injuring himeelf o much he had to be destroyed,
There was quite & spring look about the lawn as the ladies
strolled pask, many wearing light fawn, grey, and one or
two in the fashionable cornflower blue. Many, of course,
are in winter garb, bavy biue serge Leiog much in favour.
The large plaids are very stylish, and look well on tall, slim
figures, enowilake, rough tweeds, and here and there & red
gowu. The latest style in mantles, three-nuarter length,

athered ibto & yoke on the shoulilers, are alro to be seen.
rsli. G, B was in Light fawn, with gold braided vest,
and bonnet trimmed with brown velvet, thres-qoartercloak
of grey eloth ; Mrs Alan Seott, brown cloth dress, with dove-
colowed eloth three-quarter cloak lined with pink ailk, the
yoke thickly braided with gold, and Mediei collar, and bonnet
of vivletn ; M1 Denniston, myrtle green braided with black,
and black bonnet; Mrs {Hterson, dark biue-green clotls,
with broad ligured fawn stripe with s touch of pale blve,
brown velvet boopet; M Gould, grey rough tweed with
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large pattern in dark shade, black bat with red velvet bows ;
Mm . Hbodes, blua and green tartan, largs black hat:
Miss K, Khodes, green cloth dress, with green and black
brocaded velvet sleeves, beaver round the skirt, and black
velvet bonnet ; Mra Rhoden, handsone black eostume, with
grey velvet bonnet with stesl trimming; Mrs Michasl
Campbell, dove grey cashmere with atraps of plash the same
shade, bonnet to match, and seal {:.cket : Mias Campbell,
fawn tweed, brown hat trimmed with brown velvet ; Mm G.
Haoberts, iawn dress showing wnderskirt of browa velvet,
handsonie black velvet mantle, and stylish fawn and brown
velvet bunnet with brown t'ja: Miss Fell (Nelson), & rich
plunt.coloared dresa, and thiee-qoarter cloak edged with
grey fur, felt hat of lighter shade and dark feathera (s most
picturesque costume); Mra P. Croniogham, light brown
cloth with fawn veat braided in gold, and dark red-brown
velvet bonnet ; Misa Conningham, cornflower blue Jdress with
nff round the bottom of the bodice, and large black bat;
R[m Wynn-Williams, in black, the bonnet relieved with
ellow ; Misa Wynn-Williams, grey ¢loth with astrachan
gorder, bisck hat and feathers; Mies F. Wynn-Williams,
snowllake tweed, brown hat with white bird, and brown
feather boa; Mrs Cowlishaw, black silk, and handsome
velvet mantle, bonnet with battereop bown; Mrs R, D.
Thamas, dark tweed dresa of red and brmwa plaid, bonnet
of brown and red velvet and jet, sealskin jacket ; Mrs G,
Humphreys, red dress braided with black, drab cordarey
jacket, black bonnet with red pompons; Mres F. Thomp-
son, grey check tweed dress, terra-cotta eloth jacket,
braided sleeves in black, fiat hat of terra.cotta, black lace,
and feathers ; Mra R. Rathetford, cornHower bloe dress of
two shades, with three tiny frills round the skirt, black
bonnet with blue feathers, and sealskin jacket ; Mrs (Dr.)
Townend, bandsome smoke grey dress, bonnet to match,
seal jacket; Blrs W, f. Townend, a rich dress of ruby
velvet and brocade, bonnet to match ; Miss A. Thompson, &
pretty costome of brown serge, with the fashionable
collar and pale bloe tie, and pompons of the same
shade in a brown beaver hat; the Hom. Mms E. V.
Parker, dark brown tweed in plaid, black three-quarter
cloak with braided yolk, black hat with turquoise
blue pompons; her sister, Miss Baldwin, a light brown
dress in large plaid, red-brown beaver bat with blaek
feathers, and feather boa ; Mrs Parberry, brown corduro;
velvet with fawn silk vest, hat to match with knife-plea
rim, and trimmed with feathers ; Miss Burns, in red thickly
braided with black ; Mrs E. C. J. Stevens, black silk and
long lace mantle, petunia coloured bonnet and gloves, and
white silk parasol ; Mra F. Graham, red diess handsomely
braided i black, black and red velvet hat with jet; Mrs
Cox and ber sister, Miss T. Hardy Jobnston, in emall
c¢heck tawn tweed of the rough make, with hats of the cloth
and Lrown velvet and browa tips; Miss F. Greeawood,
cornflower blue gown with black astrachan border in front,
tlack bat ; Miss Cowlishaw, fawn tweed, hat with feathers
to mabch ; her sister, in a pretty silver-grey costume ; Mrs
Morton Ollivier, navy blue serge, red in her Lonmet; Mrs
E. Y, Humphregs, navy blee with large plaid in dull red,
bonnet of the twoshades in velvet and jet; Miss G. Thomp-
son, the Misses Murray-Aynsley, and the Misses Maude, all
wore navy blue; Mra Ewing, snowflake tweed, and navy
felt hat; Mrs Preston (Timaru), fawn merveilienx aod
brocade, pale pink rose bonnet; Miss M. Hennah, grey
tweed, black hat, and featler boa; the Missee Helmore,
red cloth dresses, black jackets and bate; Mms H, P,
Murray-Aynsley, dress of the Murray tartsp, black
bonuet 5 Miss Harley, pretty brown tweed, felt hat with
touceh of turquoise blue ; Mrs Gerald Westeura, dark green
braided with black, with crimeun silk eleeves and full yoke;
Mra Wilder, sage green dress with epanletttes and panel of
otriental embroidery ; Mrs Clifford, Llack and beown stwall
chech, light felt hat with brown feathers; Mrs Lang
(Napier), stylish light brown tweed, felt bat with brown
feathers ; Mrs Grigg (Longhbeach), reddish-brown tzveed,

trimmed with point lees, and Medicl eollar; Mre G.
Roberts, rich blark valvet with train, point lace on bodice
and sleeves ; Mra H. R. Webh, black silk, und pretty eap;

Mrs E. G. Wright, black uilk ; Mrs Ronalds looke vory

strings oljrun shalls bung from ber shoalders and all round
the front of har skirt. M Houlker, too, had & lovely gown
of soft ereamy satin, beantifnlly enbroidered in gn{i. snd
trimmed v}t.h real lace, but 1 am not sure what her eostnme

bandsome in her black velvet dresa; Mrs P
had & most becoming dresa of black silk, with white panels
veiled with black lace, and some lovely diamonds for orna-
ments ; Mrs R D. Thonias, vieux rose silk wilth white laca
jer on the bodice ; Mrs (Dr.) Townend, in an exquisite
reaz of white satin, the front brocaded with gold, white
oatrich feathers on the shoolders aod in her Lair; Mrs
F. Thompson, white satin and lace and pink tips on the
shoulders. pink velvet mantle ; Miss Fell (Nelson), rich red
velvet ; Miss A, Matson, very preity drees of heliotrope and
silver, white featherfan ; Mrs R. Hutherford {Albary), erimson
sutin and coffee lace ; Misas M. Way, black with cream
front ; AMiss Way, maize chifon, with frille over the
shoulders, meeting st the waist ; Mrs Ewen, white ratin
and net; Miss Clark, heliotrope apotted net with velvet
bodice of deeper shade ; Miss E. Turner, pretty cream dress
with poppies; Miss L. Wood, in white silk and lovely
bouquet ; Miss Canningham, black satin and net, with violete
on the bodice, and beautiful bonquet of violets, maidenbair,
and orchide ; M 8. Palmer {Wellington), bandeome black
striped moiré, with wattle blossom ; Miss Palner, maize
Gireeian costnme with gold girdle; Mies Fisher { Wellington),
cream Greelan pown embroidered in gold ; Miss McRae,
Eretty pale blue spotted pet with satin bodice, pale blue
and in her hair, fan to match ; Mrs Willoek, handsome
dress of heliotrope satin with velvet of darker shade; Mm
Graham, crimson silk, with epanlets and other trimming of
salmon pink ; Miss Graham, preity pink spotted net over
gatin ; Miss M. Welbb, 8 dédutaate, in a pretty white net,
and lovely bouquet ; Miss Harley, lovely dress of cream
ailk, and panels of Virginian creeper in velvet of the natoral
tone of the leaves in autumn; Mrs J. Gibbe, black silk,
with heliotrope panel ; Miss Hoare, black, with maize ehiffon
frills on the bodice, a high frill on the sleeves lined with
maize ; Mrs V. Stringer, an exquisite dress of palest dove
colonr brocaded with gold:; Miss Honalds, white; Miss
Delamain and Miss Suttonm, in black ; and many more
ve{_‘y pretty dresses I could tell you of.
or the Hunt Club Steeplechase the day was fine, bt
cold, A great many ladies were out at the races, bus not
nearly so many as on Thursday, and cloaks and wraps were
a1eal comfort. DIrs (George Rhodes wore a seal brown cloth
bordered with beaver, hat to wmateh; Mrs Wilder, brown
tweed, Mrs Cowlizshaw, long red figured cloak ; Miss E.
Rhodes, a red-brown tweed, velvet bonpet with tarquoise
blue : Mrs Harley, terra-cotta dress and mantle, with watile
in her bonnet ; Mrs Stead, Mrs and Mies Cunningham, Ms
Carrick, the Hon, Mrs Parker, Miss Baldwin, Miss Grigg,
M Alan Seott, Mrs Laing (Napier), Mrs Boyle, the Missea
Moorhouse, Greenwood, Cowlishaw, Wilson, {Culverden),
Miss Smithson (Timaru), Mra J. C. Grigg, and Miss Hutton
were among those present.

In the evening the Ricearton parish fund must have been
congiderably angmented by the large attendance which
filled the Oddfellows’ Hall to witness the entertainment got
%%hy Mrs Alan Scott and Miss Fairharst for that pu

e clever little comedy, ‘My Uncle's Will,” and the
musical fairy tale, * Creatures of Impulse,” were the pieces
chosen. The firet was acted by Mrs Alan Seott, Messrs
G. P, Willias and Wilder, and exceedingly well done.
Mrs Seott wors a charming gown of soft ean-de-nil silk,
bedice and train of darker shade of satin, which suited her
to perfection. In *‘Creatures of Inpulze’ Mra Alan Scott
was Pipette ; Miss Greenwood, Martha ; Miss Worthy, The
‘Witch ; Mr E. R. Anderson, Peter, and was mozt irresiatilly
fnuny s Mr Maitland Gaidner, the Sergeant; and Mr G, P.
Wilhlams the Miser. The chorns consisted of the Misges
Greenwoed, Kimbell, E. Rbhodes, Cowlishaw, Gladys Wilzon,
and Messrs Studholme, Harman, Hall, T. Cowlishaw,
Ellnrper, and a few more. Mise Fairhurst was musical
ds

hat to mateh ; her sister, Misa Hutton, fawn:col cos-
tume ; Mrs W, Scringer brown and green plaid with pretty
green bonnet; Miss Connal, black cashmere and brocade
fawn mantle, and grey velvet bonnet with a touch of pink ;
Miss A, Matson, red serpe with black astrachan, and black
hat; Mrs Peache {Mount Somers), light and dark brown
cheek tweed ; and this ia not nemrly all, but I must stop
and get home, for there is the Musical Society’s concert at
night. But as the train ia abouat to come to a standstill,
thie most horrible accident of the day happens, and & man is
killed—Mr Hackshaw—well
cireles, He stepped on to the platform ouly a second or
two before the train stopped, and after a number of others,
but fell backwarde, and was killed instantly, one whesl
assing tight over his body. How scon the train would
Lawe stopped you may tell, and all would have been well ;
the wheel was only & yard past his body. He leaves a wife
and two little children.

The concert was a great suceess, The Oddietlows’ Hall
was well-filled, and both worke were most satisfactorily per-
formed. Mendelssoho'’s * Lauda Sion ' came firsy, the prin-
cipal parts being taken by Miss M. Bell, M Russell,
Messra C. Jenninge, mnd (., H. Normingron, the second

art being Gade’s *Comala,” Miss Bell again taking the

eading voice, An apology was made for her, as she had a
mevere colil, but it was quite unnecessary, as she cang very
sweetly. Her three attendant maidenws, the Misees L,
Wood, A. and F. Greenwood, made a Tuost successful debut,
and all looked very sweet in white silk gowns with
chitfun frills, and were the recipients each of & lovely buu-
quet, Miss Bell was gowned in & soft cream, with green
satin braces and nhonlﬁer koots, and also had a charmin,
bouquet. Mr W. Day waa * Comala’a’ knight errant, an
tang the music splendidly. The Hishop avd Mrs Julius,
wil,ﬁ two daughters, were present, Mrs Embling, Mra Day,
Mra H, H. Webb, Misse M. Webb, Misa Fairthurst {taking
great interest in the three débutanfes, who were pupils of
tieral, Men Ullivier, Miss Thomeon, Mrs F. Thompson, Mrs
and Miss Black, Mia McRae, Mis Firth, and sthers,

The Merivale Tennis Club dance was a delighuful one,
A comniittee of fifteen ladies, assisted by the gentlemen,
hal worked to such purpose that it is generally thought
that there never waa such a yood dance given in Hobbs'
Ruildings before. The room louked perfect as we entered
in the fnll blnze of rose-coloured lighta. The walls were not
to be eeen with the artistic drapingw of Liberty muslin,
niirrors, greenery, aml flage, while at one end the raised
dais with lounges and chnirs, small tables, and fairy lampe,
was & litting spot_fur the chaperones with their handsome
drexces.  Mm J. T. Matson, happy and smiling in s hand-.
woome black mesveilleun, and dnln?’ lace and fesatlier cap;
Men Commion, in au elegant diess of vieox roee watered silk

koown, 1 believe, in racing _

, and the piece went capitally. In the Hall T
noticed & good many of our visitors—Mrs G. Rhodes, Miss
Smithson, Mra Dalgety, Mrs J. Grigg, and others, Mrs
Denniston, Mis and the Misses Tabart, Mrs M. and Miss
Campbell, the Misses Wynn-Williams, Mrs and the Misses
Cowlishaw. Mra K, Wilson, Mrs Wilding, Mrs Wilder, the
Hon. Mrs Parker, Mra J. Deans, Mrs Bowen, Miss Hutton,
Mre Gardiner, Mrs Humphreys, Mrs G. P, Williawmas, Miss
Maciarlane, Misa Tanner, etc.

DoLLy VALE.

NELSON.

DEAR BEE, Aveust 27,

The first item of news I must tell you of
this week is the bal masqué, which took place in the Pro-
vincial Hall, aa usual. ?t really was the most delightfal
ball that I have ever been to. ost of us rather dreaded
the maske, but although they were hot, and moet decidedly
unbecomiog, still we all bad aoch fun trying to rack our
braius as te who everyone was, that the two hours seenied
to fly, and I think we were all purprived to find how quickly
the time for unmaskiog had come. Pupcioally at eleven
o'clock everyone nnmasked, and then the fun was immense.
But before going any further you mwost hear how pretty the
room looked, Very little had been done ic the way of
decorating, bot that little was most effective. On one
side of the bhall there ars three very ugly windowe.
These bad been made quits preity by Liberty muslin

curtnins draped from the top, and then across 1he wide

ledges, and caught up bere and there by pink camellias
The gallery was aleo draped with the muslin, in fact, where-
ever draping waa possible it wan dooe. The manielpieces
looked well covered thickly with green leaves, amongst
which pink and white camellias had arranged. At the
upHer end of the hall & small plaiform had been erected,
and this was made into & preity drawing-room, with coucbes
and essy chairs, ete. The supper was of the most récherchs
description ; io fact, the tables seemed to groan uader their
immeuso weight, The floor, too, wan in perfeck condition.
Aud now, Bee, for what to me, as well an to you, is the
mont  jnteresting part of the whole ball—the gowns,
Everyone seemed to vie with each other as to who shoukd
have the pmltieat robe, and I certainly never before saw so
many artistic toilets. But one before all others excited my
attention. It was worn by Miss L. Fell, in the character
of Undioe, and was just the sweetest thing in robes

wn can jmagine, composed of a lovely shede of green

ibarty ailk, made plainly, with a short waist and & Wat.
teaq back, From bher bair a greem net veil hnng, aud Jong

Mre Watts Jooked well in a handsome black
va‘ye&. the entire front of the co and skirt being pink
satin of a very pale shade, over wEieh was a finely em-
roid ﬁtnzo—(‘.onn Dress. Mra J. Wood looked ex-
tremely well as & character from *Iolanthe.’ Her dreas was
En!e blne _l‘on%m cotton, with Jong flowing draperies, her
mir hanging loceely and sarmounted by & half crown of
ailver. rs Pearson was very taking ss Fameralds: in °
fact, her dress was one of the handsomest in the roon. The
skirt was of & bright red embossed »ilk, sxquisitely worked
in gold with m boll design of flowers, and all ronnd thehottam
of 1he ekirt hong little gold seqnins.  The corsrge wan of &
dull gold satin, emhmldnrmiko the skirt, with s black
velvet zonave also worked in gold and bordered with
sequins ; little gold lace cap with sequins all ronnd it.
Miss . Pitt, an a Mng]laie. was splendid, and the costume
suited her perfectly. It was of biack velvet and white
eafin, forminF stripes for the front of the akirt, and the reat
wan black velvet, with white savin just peeping ont at the
back ; on her shoulder & magpie, her hair powdered and
surmonnted by a magpie. Mra Percy Adams, & Court Lady,.
ware a lovely robe of green plush with a long train, the entire
front being piok satio, powdered hair. Mrs A. Glasgow,
Spanish Lady of high rank, black merveilleax, long tiain,
e corsage being almost entirely covered with iove]y black
ostrich feathers, the same bordering the front of the skirt ;
& half-crown of gold in her hair, from which fell » long black
lace veil. Mra J, Sharp, an Eastern Bride : the front of the
gown was of white satin, the rest of black velvet boidered
with gold braid, & white veil falling from her hair; M
Broad, Spanish Lady, in black merveilleux, and high comb,
over which fell a black lace veil ; Mrs Thornton, one of the
characters from * Dovothy'; Miss Catley, Grecian Girl,

pretty gown of soft white Indian muslin made in the Greeian
style ; her sister looked well as & Gipsy ; Mms Buckland,
ht, & becoming robe of black net over silk, dotted with

Ni

go]% stars, gold half-nioon in her hair, from which fell a black
net veil, also dotted with gold atars; Mies 18 . Incroy-
able ; red, white and bloe striped satin skirt, red eatin coat,
bair arranged in ting eurls, and powdered ; Miss Gibson,
Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary ; & umfle but pretty dress of
pink pongee silk, with rows of shells and tiny Little bells
all ronnd the skirt, which jingled prettily as she danced ;
Miss Wateon, The Old Wonman Who Lived in a Shoe ; such
& quaint eostume of some cotton material, with dolls all
tound the skirt, high hat, from the inside of which also ap-
veared a doll ; on her back & large shoe just full of dolls ;
Mrs Fell, a Maori Woman, a most splendid get-up, and
when she squatted on the floor, and pot s small clay pipe
into her mouth just like the Maori women do, it was toc
mnch for every cne’s gravity ; Miss Ledger, & Japanese ;
Miss Morgan, an Indian Dancer; Miss Wood also was an
Indian character ; Mrs Levien, 8 ish Lady: Miss Old-
hawm, Jeanneste ; Miss Lightfoot, Esmeralda ; Miss Holmes,
Daughter of the Regiment; Miss Chappelle, Snowball ;
Mias Worsley, Pink wine ; Miss Renwick, Powder and
Patches ; Mrs Doddy, Greek dress; Mrs Heoger Kingdom
and Miss Curtis as Brigand’s Daugbters were splendid ;
Mrs Thornton, Tambourine girl. 1 really cannot tbink
of any more, althongh I am sure I muat have forgotten
some. Now, Bes, for the sterner rex. Some of their
costumes were very good, The Times was a splendid
get up, the whole fignre being covered with the
Times newspaper, and the face covered with a hupge card-
board elack. Mr Fell was the wearer. He afierwards
changed bis drees for a Yachtsman ; Mr Thornton, as Golio,
was Food; Mr Biowning, as Punch, was also good ; Mr
Buckland, as the Neleon Evening Mail, was moat anising,
Others there were Mr Cock, French Clown ; My K. Rich-
mond, Chinaman; Mr (’Moore, Chinaman; Mr E. L,
Broad, Nespolitan Fisherman; Mr R. Kingdon, also a
Neapolitan Fisherman ; Mr gatt, Lord Darnley ; Mr
Oldbam, old English Gentleman ; Mr Booth, an Admirsi ;
Mr Heaps, Cavalier ; Mr A. Glasguw, Conrt Gentleman ;
Mr J. Sharp, Magpie ; Mr G. Witler, University Student ;
Mr Cooke, Terk; Mr Percy Adams, Canadian Skater;
Mr Macquarrie, Jack Tar; and several moie that [ am an-
able to remember. We danced until after Lthreeoclock, and
all went home thoronghly tired, but delighted with one of
the most succescful balle Lthat there has been in Nelson for
a long tinie, 1 rowst not omis to tell yon we danced the
+ Cotillon,’ which lovked 8o prelty with all the bright dresses,
eapecially the * Driving Figure,’ wbich most of ns bad not
before seen.,

Professor Zimmerman gave & most enjoyable concert in
aid of St. Mary’s Church Organ Fund. Mrs Percy Adams,
wenring & perfect robe of the palest shade of heliotrope,
beantifully embroidered in siik, and trimmed with lovely
lace, sany most sweetly ; Mrs Houlker, in black lace re-
lieved with white, also sang, as unsual, perfectly ; Miss L,
Fell, in aoft white cashmere, and Miss L, Jackson, in &
mixture of cream and wbhite cashmere, both played well,
The cther singers were Mr Grace and Mr Lucas. Professer
Zimmerwan gave two violin solos, which were much appre-
ciated. I nnticed amoog the aadience Mrs Watts, in black,
with pink ostrich feather cap ; Mrs Glasgow, black merveil-
leux, with the tipieet cap; Mm Muocgoarrie, Llack lace ;
Mrs J, Sharp, old gold plush opera cloak ; Mrs Broad, black
lace ; Miss Glasgow, black net wilh red, grey pluah o
cloak ; Miss Uribben, ernshed strawberry gown; Miss
Bioad, pale blue velvet opera cloak; Mm Sealy, black
eashmere, while lace cap.

Great excitement prevailed when Marlborough played
against Nelson that much dreaded eame (by mothersj—foot-
ball. Nelson proved snccessful after a well-contested game.
The day was rather cold, but penple all Sucked loTu%nPgnr
Park. ~There must have been saveral thonsand people
wnwhlnﬁ the games all through, As I walked round 1
passed Mrs Pitt, Mes J. Wood, Mm T. (ilasgow, Mrs
Levien, Mrs J. Sharpe, Mrs Holmes, Minses Catley (2}, Fell,
Pitt, Renwick, Glargow, Seymonr (Picton), Watsvn, Gib-
?oll.:- Heaps, Sealy (2), Wood, Atkinsop, sad Mre Little-
Jobo. -

Miss Gibeon gave an enjoyable little dance tothe boarders
of the Girls’ College, which was kept up with great spirit
until about half-past eleven. i

¢ Princess Ida’ is to be performed st the Boys' College
and snother eveniog 'Mrl:'.llrley'- Wa‘worh"' are t:gb;
shown for the first time in Nelson, ¢ in my next letter I
hope to bhave soms fun to tell youo of.

PuvLLis,
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( Delaged ia tvanpmission. }

Deak BEx, Avaust 21,
W keep the ball rolling here in mores ways than
-one; there it generally something going on. At present
foothall ia the great sttraction, and on Saturdays erowds of
people may be scen wending their way to the Hecreation
gronnd. tootball tonmoy was held here. It waa great
fun, eepecially the Veterans’” match. I think that was the
mont intereating of all the matches; angway the fair sex
seemed to enjoy it thea moet. The men who were playing
were not by any means old ; they wert simply men whe
had not played football for some time, eonsaquently it was
great fan watehing them. There were a number of ladies
on the groand. Amongat them we noticed Mrs Logan,
wearing & sh{lish tailor-made tweed gown, whita vest and
tie, amall feit hat; Miss Taylor, neat tweed gown, small
felt hat ; Mies Lascelles, navy blue gown, white vest, tie,
stylish sealette jacket, large brown velvat hat with birds;
Misa Hamlin, very stylish light grey & gown, sealekte
jacket, a perfect gem of a hat (canoe shape), and such lovely
icds ; Mma Hambin, very neat dark tweed gown, jackat, and
very becoming bonuet with terra-cotéa flowers ; Mrz Horace
Baker, prane camel’s hair gown, fawn-cotoured cloth dol-
mnao, small prooe bunnet ; Mise Baker, grey twee_d gowa,
stylish hat trimmed with brown birds; Miss Hitchings,
fawn gown, suall hat; Miss Kate Hitchings, smart fawn
cloth gown, hat and mufl of cloth to match trimmed with
eleotric blue pom-poms. There were numbars of smart
gowns worn, but Iam afraid it would take up too mach
room to describe them all.  We noticed the Misses Beamish,
from Hastings, wearing neat beown tweed powns, small
hata, veils with beanty epota. A

Mr and Mre Arthar Gore have returned to Napier. Mrs
Gore lacks very nics in & grey tweed, emall hat and veil.

‘A little bird hes whispered thers is likely to be a wedding
here soon. We all hope the day will nob be kept a secrey,
as we like to have a peep at the bride. Of course, she is
always the eentre of attraction. .

Wa have heard it ramoured that there is likely to be a
private dance at the end of this moath. [t will (if it comes
oft) be most delighttul for those who are iovited, as private
dances are always so enjoyable. One appreciates a garden
to promenade in, and in thie instance there will be 8 most
-delightfal garden. ..

The Cinderella dance I will tell you all about after it is
OVer.

The Napier Amateur Operatic Society are very busy re-
hearsing the opera, * Madame Favart.” ~We are all looking
forward to & great treat when this opera is produced, as the
ladies and gentlemen who are taking part in it are known
to be so good, Miss Hitehings is taking a leading part; it
is alwaya a pleasnre to see her act. I hear the dresses will
be simply perfect, A B )

T am so glad the girls bave given wp the idea of rla.ylng
football. 1 am amre that is & game they may safely leave to
the men. [ think it would look perfectly horrible to see a
number of girls kicking a ball about and tumbling over one
another, ete. 1 daresay the mateh woald attract a crowd
-out of pure coriosity, but I am afraid some of the remarks

that wonld be passed wounld not be at all nice.
. GGLADYS.
HASTINGS.
(Delayed in transmission ).
Drar BEE, AUGUST 2L

The long-talked-of farce, * The Spectre Bride.
groom,’ came off &t the Gymnessiam Hall last week, and
was o great success, A very pleasant evening was spent.
We had a contert the first part of the evening, in which
several of our leading amatenra took part. Mra Vickerman
sang in her usnal good style. Her voice is a0 clear and
sweet, and ore of the charins of her singiog is that yoo can
hear every word distinctly. This is a great advantage.
Many people have nice volees, bub their singing is often
spoilt by one not being able to hear the words.  MrJ. A.
Fraser's songa were much apprecisted.  After the concery
there were some very pretty exercises with the clabg and
-dumb-bells, in which Mr Wrigley surpassed himself; then
came tha fares. It was a most creditable performance, and
very amusing, but [ cannot help thinkiog onr lady friends
would have been better pleased if some of their own sex
‘had been acting. You know it is a0 much more interestin,
when ladies act. The dresses alone are something to lool
4t, and then the love-making is always great fan. But
notwithstanding this little drawback the piece created a
szreat deal of amusewent. I don't think Mr Barnard's best
friend would have known him. I believe there is to be one
snore of these pleasant entertainuients, and that will close
the season, whick has been & most enjoyable one for young
and old.

On dit there is to be a monster tea-meeting shortly, to be
held in St. Matthaw's school-room.  Afterwards there is to
be a concert in the Town Hall, s0 we may look forward to
spending a pleasant evening. I believe there are to be six
sables for the tea, aud [ heard that each tabla is to provide
for eighty peopls, s0 you a2a H“tmis is by no means a
-small placa. l?will try and tell fou all about the tea, who
had the tables, ete., in a future letter.

There was to have been a bazaar at Havelock this month,
but it has been unavoilably postponed uatil October, as twa
-or three of the ladies whao are going to have stalls are away
just now. Just at present we are vather quiet here, so 1
think it is very wise to wait for the mooth of October, as
the races’aud show are held in that month, and naturslly
there are far more people about. I hope they will run a
cosch from Hastings to enable os to buy some of the very
pretty thinge [ hear are to be exhibited.

The latest engagement is that of Miss Beamish to Mr
-Jamison,

X

The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed is acknowled,
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LOCAL TNDUSTRY v. IMPUORTATIONS. —
Competent judges  ssmart thot the Logonges, Jnjubos
and Sweets manufactured by AVCISEHROUK & Co. are
unequsllod. —(ADVT.)

grexd
by experts Lo be the moat perfect Bewing Machine the World hax

¥t seon,— A DYT.

AUCKLAND
Dxarm Bex, - SEPTEMRER 1.

One of the most delightful dances of the season
took place at Lowar Glenside, Symond-strest, when Mrs
Young entertained hnrg}pila, past and present, ther with
a mumber of friends.  Mrs YOII:FI dances are long looked
forward to, with anticipations the ntmoet plessure by
ber young friends, and I thiok the bright eyes, and un.
wearied happy faces of the girls np to the very close of the
evening sufticiently proclaimed that avery anticipation had
been fully realised. There is no doubt that seeing younﬁ
B:ople dancing in the foll enjoyment of health and strengti

fore they have grown tired with a cootinual whirl of
everyday excitement in beholding the very quintessence of
pleasure. Mres Youong is anch a charmiog hostess, and with
the Misses Hall, Gill, and Bews to aegist so ably asthey
did, everyone shared the same attention, The preat succens
of the evening was also due to the young ladies of the
scliool, for all worked with a will in decorating, ete. A
special word of praise is due to the Misses A, Binney and
), Kelsey for the daintily-designed progr pared
by them with pretty painted scenes and pen and ink sketchea,
I'shall keep mine as acharming mementoofthe evening. The
large verandah waa covared in with eanvas, and lit with dif-
farentcoloured lights,and proved adelightfol promenade. The
suppar—well, it was perfect.  The little onas left about ten.
They all looked pretty, and dasced most banntifully, thanks
to the carefn! training bestowed upon them by their clever
inatructress, Miss Seott. To choose a belle from amougst
the alder yonog ladies would be impossible, for all looked
ually mice. Mrs Young wore a handsome black lace gown ;
g?isn Hall aud Misz Gill both wore tasteful black evening
gowna ; Miss Bews was in cream aud Miss Rradley alio wore
cream ; Miss Power, mauve aatin fOWu i Miss Ching, pretty
le green gown ; Miss Ireland looked well in a tasteful
lue gown ; Misses Hesketh (3), very pretty pink, cream,
and maroon costumes ; Miss Alexander, a charming dress
of ernshed strawberry Liberty silk and cream sash ; Miss
8. Alexander, pretby cream dross with old-gold sash ; the
Misses Moss-Davis wore very prett:{ and simple delaine
dresses: Miss Marley, lovely dress of white chiffon ; Miss
Heisé, pretty white gilk gown ; Miss Henton looked nice in
beliotonpe ; Mise G, Hall, asiniple and dainty frock of white
sill : Miss R. Bockland, pretty blue and white frock ; Miss
Percival, very pretty dresa of white fish net ; Miss Jagger,
pretty pink dress; Miw E. Brett also wore a very pretty
pink dress. Indeed pink seemed tha prevailing colour in
ita many different shades, baut I cszonot remember
the names of all tha wearers. Miss Gilfillan, very
becoming white dress; Miss Cameron, pretty cream dress ;
Miss Jackson, sage ﬁlreen relieved with pink ; Miss Thomp-
son, white dresa; Miss Pearce also wore a prel;t‘rI white
dress ; Miss Brett, very Ivethy ink gowo ; Miss Haliday
" looked pretty in white and large blue silk sash; Miss Reeve
wore & becorning pink gown ; Miss Neville, pretty combina-
tion of pink and crean ; the Misses George looked excead-
ingly pretty in white. A ireab many other equally hand-
s0mE gOWns were worn, but the names of some of the
wearers I have forgotten, and others were unknown to me,
therefore you must me. Most of the yoong ladies
carried lovely bonquets, many of them most artistically ar.
ranged, One I especially admired was of immense size, and
composed entirely of violete. There were sixteen dances on
tha programme, and three extras played by the Misses
Bews, Seott, and Mr Gill. 3
The Choral %ociety Oreheatra inaugnrated their senson of
Orcheatrnl Concerts in & most successful manner, their
extra or exhibition coneert being in nver{ respect & pro-
d Tnvitati were issved by the Commit-
tee of the Choral Society to the wholr of the me\_nbers, and
in response the Choral Hall was crowded to its mtmost
ity with a fashionable assemblage. The pleasurable
anticipations with which the concert was looked forward to
were fnlly realized, the evening being & most enjoyable one.
The programme was a really splendid oae, and inclnded in
addition to the orchestral pieces a nnmber of excellent vocal
selections. A full attendancs of the members of the orchesatra
ware present underthe leadershipof Herr Tutsehka. Professar
Carl Schmitt, as nsaal, cond 1 with power and ability.
The b 1 selecti included the overturs *Marta "
gl?‘lutow’s Potpourri) ; ‘ Faust' (Gounod), arianged by Herr
utachka ; overture, ¢ Merry Wives of Windsor’ (Nicolai),
and Mozart’a * March Turque.” The whole of the selections
were delightfully rendered, and moat highly appreciated by
the andience. One of the successes of the evening was Misa
Ada, Yates' brilliant pianoforte selection, ©Coucerstiick,’
with orchestral accompaniment. Miss Annie Steven-
son charmsd everyone with her violin #o0lo ‘Romance’
(Vieaxtemps).  Another delightiul .ibem wag Mr F.

natural Howers ; Mrs Edmiston, bandsome black ailtk gown,
plush mantle ; Miss Owen, eresn Liberty silk guwn (very
pretty}; Misa Binney, handsoms hlmi evening drese,
atylish erimeon eloak ; Miss Fenton, Llack evening dress
beautifolly trimmed with jet; Mrs Ueorge, black wilk
gown ; Mra FEdger, handsoiwe gown of wine-ecoloured
watered silk, elbow tan kid gloves: Mra J. Edwis-
ton wore a dark gown, and pretiy cap of chittun:
Misses K. and N, Edmiston, very pretty eream and white
rowns ; Miss M. Edmiston, dark eilk costume ; dadame
Behmitt, handeome green silk gown, preity pink ecap with
pearln ; Miss Horne, black silk zown ; Mrs Atkinson, black
silk ; Mies Slator, hanidsonie pale blue sitk gown ; Miss M.
Slator looked pice in a black evening dress, the shooliers
and sleeves of lace; M Taylor, black rilk gown, plush
opera mantle: Miss Anderson (Parpell), evening dresm of
ruby velvet ; Miasea Rees ("armell), Mra Ireland (1*arnell),
and her danghters, Mra Bunby (North Shore), Mra Ginibben,
Mrs and Miss Wright, Mrs and Misa Thompson, Miss Pea-
cock, Miss Evans, Mrs Bennatt, Mrs Dickson, Mrs and Miza
White, Mra Williamson, Missas Kussell, and hosts of others
waere attired in walking costumes. .

At the annual meeting of the Auckland Benevolent
Society the following were electerd the office-bearera for 1be
ensuing year: —President, Colonel Haultain; vice-presidents,
Rev. C. M. Neleon and Dr. B. C. Beale ; treasurer, Mr L.
C. McMillan ; secretary, Mr F. . Ewington ; gentlemen‘s
committee, Massra Moss-Davis, Halph Keesing, G. 5. Kiss-
ling, C. C. McMillan, H. B. Morton, T. Peacock, A.
Thompson, W, Thorne. Ladies’ committee, with power to
add to their number, Mesdames Nelson, Teblbs, Moss-Davis,
Haines, Hanilton, Goodall, Colling, Rake, Cowie, Aaliwell,
Kitchener, Pritt, Lindsey, Stone, and the Missea Ashion,
Brett, and Barstow.

A very pleasant affair indeed was the innc{ dreas ball helid
a3 B frale to the season of the Elwin Qaadrille Asseinbly
conducted by Mr and Mrs Bassect. St George's Hall was
beantifully decorated for tha oceasion by sonie of the mem-
bers of the class. From the ceiling were suepended lines of
faga of bright colonrs and varied designs, the walls were

rettily ornamented by arbistic groupings of Howers and
oliage over a background of baonerettes, anit coloured de-
vicea contribnted to the general eifect. The hall was
erowded with dancers in costames of all kind», some beanti-
ful, others grotesque, and others again remarkebly pictnr-
ue. The costumes contrasted pleasantly with the decor-
ations, sod harmoanised adnrirably, and the font ensemble
was charming in the extreme. Indeed, the interior of Lhe
hall when the dances were proceeding was a3 pretiy as 8
traosformation scene, [t ie dificnlt to convey any adeyuate
idea of she styles of dresses, or the charatters, periods,
or aationalities vepresented. Gipsies, sailors, courtiere,
clowns, romps, school girls, court ladies, (recian fishermen
and Venstian boatmen, Chinamen, opera boufle characters,
brigands, flower girla, ericketers, and & hundred and ope
other characters passed before the eye with all the changiog
novelty of kaleidoscopic views, and it was interesting to
note the amount of originality that was shown in
sonig of the costnmes. Amongst the many pretty dresses,
Misa Hargreaves as Maritana might Le singled out as wear-
ing the m-st striking and atiractive eostame amongal the
ladies, while Misa Whittiogton s Uarmer, Mrs Seott in a
white satin costume, and Miss Callaghan as a Court Lady
were also worthy of especial mention. JMr Pyke wore n
novel polar costame, the material representing snow, and M«
Adams 83 & Maori Chief was decidedly well got up.  Misa
Spiers went as an Indian Princess. Uther good costumes
were Miss Hedyate, as Innocence ; Mr Kelly, as a Brigand ;
Misa Maraden, as a Gipsy t)ueen ; Mr T. Jones, a Clown ;
and Mr E. Jones, as nCﬁsiuamnn. These twe last cansed no
little merriment during the evening. The ball waa in every
peet a great Mr B tt acied as M.C., the
musie was anpplied by Messrs F. Heed and Davideon, and a
capital supper was provided by Mv Wright. During the
evening Mr and Mrs Bassett were presented by Mr Woods,

. on behalf of the members, with a silver eggstamd in recogni-

tion of their exertions in the instruction of the members
and the management of the ciass.  Mr F. Bassett expressed
the acknowledgementa of himself and his wife in snitable
terms

The members of the Mikado Social Club hekd the fourth
dance of their season in St. George’s Hall, and I am tolil
the evening proved a most enjoyable vne. The Hloor was in
splendid order, while the dance music supplied by Measrs
Burke and Davise was really delightfol.  About forty
conples were prasent, many of the ladies wenrinF Tan,y
gowns. Mrs Clayton woare a charming gown of black lace
over old gold satio; Mrs Morrison, pretty gown of
pink bracade and pink spangled net; Mrs Laurie, black
lace, finished with crimson Howera; Mre G. Laurie, jun.,
l‘:‘lmk net, gold ornamenta ; Miss A, Quinn, black lace ; Miss

Gribben's  trumpet solo  with al  accompani-
ment, Sullivan's *Lost Chord® being most beantifelly
rendered. The gems of the vocal items wers certainly con-
tributed by Miss Rimmer, who was down upon the pro-
gramme for two selections, both being most enthusiastically
encared. The first was Gounoed's heautifal ' Ave Maria,"
with violin and organ obligato by Herr Tutachka aod Mr
Reale. In tha second part the laiy gave *The Star of
Bethleben ' { Adams), and in respnuee to the encors, * Thers's
No One Like Mother To Me.’ Miss Staunton gave the aria,
¢Fa Gazza Ladra' (Rosaini), very tastetully. Mr George
Reid was also most successful with his aclo, * Gond Night,
Fair Maid ’ (Stark), the organ accompanimant by Mr Besle.
The Orphena Quartette—Mesara W, Martin, A. L. Ed-
wards, Hamerton, and Charter—-gave three quartettes
moat pleasingly. A quartette by the Misses Moran
and Keeve, sod Messrs Martin and Hamerton was
moderntely gnecesaflal.  Miss Harding acted as reenm-
panist most successfally, Miss Harding, Mise teven.
son, and Miss Neeve wore black evening dresses, also
Miss Matsden ; Misa Rimmer wore & cream gown, with
bands of black velvet. Mias Moran was in white, also Mies
Yates, Miss Staunton wore cream satin.  Amongst the
aadience evening dreas was not generally worn, the niajorit
appearing in dark gowns. Mrs W. Coleman waore & stylis
long crimaou cloak, the yoke besutifully braided, end Medici
collar lined with black Ffeather trimming, 3Mrs Myers wore
haundeome black merveilleux gown, Mra Cotter was in
black, also Mrs Stevenson: Mrs Johnstone, handsome
black merveillenx gown; Miss Johnstone wure a pretiy
ink avening dress, And plush opers cloak: Miss —
Johnstone wore s black evening gown; Misa CGonld
looked pice in & black evening dress trimmed with
{;:; Misa Chap wore & b creaws gown ; Misas
vore, black eveniog drees, the low corsage finishad with

gens, sea-green gown, red Howers; Mies Grey, electric blue
gown trimmerd with lace s Miss ' Dowd, pretty figured helin-
wrope gown ; Miss K, O'Dowd, black lacecostnime; Mizs Pansie
Coldicutt, poppy red veiling combined with plush, and prettily
finished with wild elemasia ;. Miss Luln Montgonmery, erim-
son gauze with yold tinsel stripe rooning through ;7 Mimes
Alice and Mabel Mackie, pretty all white dresses; Miss
Willinmson, eream relieved with crimson poppiea; Miss
‘White, black sad erimison ; Miss Jackson, Llack ; Miss F,
Jackson, pink ; Miss Porter, poppy red cashmere: Misa J,
Porter, pale blue veiling ; Miss Kilgonr, pretty pink fisher-
man's net ; Miss Worthington, white with pale blue ; Misa
Farrell, pretty trained gown of black lace, with Medici col-
lar; Miss Heron, pink muslin; Miss Gertrude Brown, black
lnce, and crimsen Howers ; Miss Nicholaon, cream aml gold ;
Miss Kelly, white lawn and crimaon roses; Miss Avylest,
pretty gowa of black silk and tish net. Messrs 5, Coldicutt
sod Lumnaden acted as Masters of Cerewonies with the ut-
most satisfuction o all present. It is, 1 nnderstand, pru-
posed by the manazement to terminate the seasocn of enjoy-
able dances with a fancy deess ball, which will take place
next month, probably, in the Chorsl Hall, M

. VIEL,
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Yon wmust not think the Auckisnd ladiay are
wholly frivelous. The nomber who altended the interest.
ing capping ceremony in the lecture hall of the Aucklaod
Unllege testilies to the fact that the Higher Education of
Women is a favourite subject for the eye, sar, and tongue of
our fair dames. There had bosn a fow remarkain the daily
papers ansat the *rowdy lot,' as Tom calls them, whn had
disturbedl previons presectations of diplomas in the Choral
Hall. Hut whether the students had resolved to show they
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koew how to behave as gentlemen, or whether tha Uni.
wvornitynir of the buildiugs over-awed them, I kanow pot ; atall
ovents they aliowed the procesdings this time to be con-
docted withoat iaterference. Wasn't it sweet of them?
Un the plativrm [ noticed the Misses Coleman and F,dgar:
who have already taken their dog The G Sech

furnished one M.A., Mr F. J. Carter, who with Mesars
George Lippiat (Master of Arta, with honours, ehemistry),
F. E. Baume {Bachelor of Laws), D. Jacl { Bachelor of

Pittar, black ailk ; Mrs Bell, Jovely bloe ailk; and her

sister, M N. Pierce, very pretty manve ailk ; Miss Pittar,
protty white muslin ; Miss Bollen, whits antin ; Miss Ryan,
very pretty maise muslin; Miss Bochanan looked well in
white silk ; Mise Berry, black ; Miss C. Barry, s lovely
dresa of white cashmera braided with asilver; isa Kemp-
thorne, black lnce ; Misse M. Fenton, green satin and black
net 3 Miss Atkinson, cream ; Misa M. Atkinson, a most be-

Arta), . C. Maclanrin (Senior Scholarahip in Mathematics,
Hachelor of Arts), all receivad diplomas. Two yonng ladies
Misa Isabella Ecclesfield and Misa Jessie Knapp {Nelson),
were nol present to receive their diplomas. iss 8, E.
Giflord, & daughtsr of the artist, Mr Edward Gifford, has
taken the degreecof Master of Arts. Me T. J. Nott, another
M. A., was not present. Prok Pond compli d the
New Zealand University on the high standard sek for its
degrees.  This, of course, makes onr educational honours
worth winnisg. Refreshments were kindly provided in the
lower hall, and were much appreciated. he absorbing

aestion now is, will they give us oor right—the Franchisa?

e were vory hopeful, ut ‘ men wore deceivers ever,’
and, dear Bee, how can we trust them *  They are so good
in promisiog, but—-—

iss Brigham, of * Marine,’ Parnell, gave a large after-
noan tes to all ber girl friends.  Their house in beautifally
situated, overlooking St. (George's Bay, and the view is
really enchanting,

The Pakuranga hounds met at Mr E. McLean's residence,
Bleak House, Howick, where & sumptnous luncheon was
provided, Misa Bailey making & charming hosteas. She
was prettily frocked in black {mourning). [t was really a
glorious day — when we started. Everybody you met

reoted you with, * Spring has come.’ e reached our

estination, had our horses nicely housed, and were seated
comfortably at loncheon, and down came the main in
torrents.  But of course none of us should have been snr-
prised, as the name of the house ought to have been quite
sufficient. The name is not appropriate as far as the ap-
pearance of the house goes. It stande on top of a kill sur-
rounded with trees, and really it looks very snug. Those
whom [ saw prezent riding were Mesdarmes Bews, Brown-
ing, Bloomtield, Missea Buckland (3), Hesketh (2),
Dunoett, Hardie, Percival, McLaaghlin, Garrett (2),
Bull, Wilkins, Firth, Herald, Ireland, and Messrs Mec-
Laughlin, England, Garrett, Yooge, Kettlewell, Lock-
bart, Johnson, Shera. Halstead, Percival, Dunnet, Tonks,
(iorrie, Bloomfield, Ware, Haultain, Colonel Dawson, and
his two =ons, and others. [ saw Mias Ireland with her
mother steering her dogeart cleverly through the crowd.
2’:.' Stewart was a1w°§.iv'mg. and so were Mr and Mm

“hing.

Asgl'or coatumes, I have only a few street dresses for you.
Mre Ching, bandsome brown dress and bonoet to match ;
Mrs BloomBeld (Parnell), stylish black dolman, and black
bonnet ; Mrs (Dr.) Haines, striking black ecost, and gem
hat ; Miss H. Ruck, brown plaid dress, and hat en suife ;
Miss E. Scherff, a pretty dark green dress, becoming hat
trimmed with red flowere ; Mm Bloomfield {The Pines,
Epsom), navy drese and grey jacket; Miss Mary Firch,
alr black ; Mrs F. D. Feuton {kaipara), aglish mourhing,
a very pretty long cloak; her danghter, Mrs Lewis, was
also in glu:k.

I very much enjoyed the eacred concert and tableawz
given in the echoolroom of All Saints', Ponsonby, which
witneseed another triumph of the enevgy apd akill of that
indefatigible community., The building, brightly lit and de-
corated with everfreens, was crowded to the doors, seats
having to be placed along the aisles to accommodate the in-
creasing influx of visitors. Shortly after eight the perform-
ance opened with an overture, * The Golden Gates,' excel-
lently rendered under the able condumetorship of Mr Phil-
pot, Mr A. Bartley accompanying. Then followed fablema
and invisible chorns, * Angelus.’ The cartain was raised,
disclosing the limelight effect on a group so faultlessly
arrauged a3 pot to offend the most artistic eye. It elicited
warm demonstrations of appreciation from the andieace,
whose behavionr throughout was characterised l;yv?er-
feet orderliness and rapt attention., A msole, * [ ith
All Your Hearts,’ by Mr A. Edwards, the popular tenor,
and an arisa, ‘ Augels Ever Bright and Fair,’ by Mes Kil-
gonr, were renderéd with the usual finish of these favonrite
vocalistsa. The following fableaus were exhibited intermit-
tently throughout the eveming:—*'The Little Pilgrim,’
*David Singing Before Saul’ in two scenes, ' Rebecca st
the Well,” “Simply to Thy Croea [ Cling,” and * Liatenins
Aungels.’ The angelic expression on the * Livtle Pilgrim’s
face reminded one of the cherub productions of & Rubens or
a Titian. The ditticnls postures in the two following were
marvellously suatained. *Simply to Thy Crosa I Cling,’
repressnted by a woman clinging to the cross, produced &
subdued hush, in which & pin might have been heard to drop,
The laat, * Listening Angels,’ was the gem of the evening,
It comprised & statuesque gronp as nearly resembling the
heavenly hoet as we poor mortals can conceive of. Poised
seemingly in mid air, the sacred light played and flickered
on the tlowing robes, wings and faces of the young sspiraots
io & manner that as the curtain fell drew forth deep sighs
of delight and a ringing murmur of applavse. All Sainte’
is, indeed, to be congratulated on the nerve and power of
these amateur performers.  All the éableauxr were twice re-
paated, ennuring everyone a good view, The musical portion
of the programme waa further conkributed to by Miea E.
Chew, & 'celio solo, * Ave Maria® (Gounoed); baritene solo
*When Night is Darkest,” Mr . Whittaker ; another over-
tave, ‘ March Poutifical,” by tha orchestra; contralto solo,
* Calvary.’ by Mre Conten ; sole, with violin obligate, * The
Angel's Call,’ Mira Warren ; baritone solo, *The Prodigal
$oo,' Mr P. Dufsaar: duet, *Side by Side to the Better
Land,” Mrs Coates and Mm Kilgonr; and = tenor song,
* Consider the Lilies," Mr McGregor.

Uine of the most enjoyable private dances of the meason
was given by the Misses Hill and Miss Howard at the Vie-
toria Hall, There were about eighty Foung people present,
the gentlemen and ladies being equally divided, aud every-
body entered into the damce with zest. The Hoor
was in excellent condition, whilat the musi¢, which
was played by the guests, was all that could be de-
sired. The supper was something to dream about,
The ladies were very becomingly dreased.  Amon,
the most noticeable were Miss Hill, wearing white an
cardinal, Miss E. Hill, handsome rosa satin and black net ;
Misa Howaril, lovely dresa of white sorah silk ; Miss Ethel
Hill, black silk and lace ; Mies K. Hill, pretty dress of pink
veiling and ruby plush ; Miss M. Hill, pale greeo silk net
{very ming); Mra Howard, bacdsome black silk; Mra

iz dreas of pink surah silk ; Miss Wylds-Brown, pale
reen ; her sister, pink ; Miss Willinmaon, pink 3 ﬁm
ork and Misa Blades, pink ; Miss A. Clarke, pale green
{very becoming); Miss Bingwood, pale blue. Dancing was
kept up ontil an early hour in the morning.
: - HINEMOA,

WELLINGTON.
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Mrs Robert Pharazyn gave s aplendid Iarge ball
at Thomas’ new hall. It turned out sach a wn'et-i:hedf° cold
night—a very good thing for the cabmen, 1 have no donbt,
for everyone had to have a carriage—buot it made not the
slightesi difference after we got there, and wers received
with such warm welcome from our genial hoat and h

pet; Misa K. Acland, the same; Miss Willinma, Eh
yollow chiifon wich Aoaneed bodioe, and losg erinkled
chiffon aleeven; Misa Drapsfiold, bisck pet embrodered
with gold ; Miss Epenslay, white, with ginlle of coloursd
fowers ; Mm‘liut.,upmlg. with chiffon frills ; Mism Barclay,
cream ; the Misses Harding, white ; Miss Morrah, bine pet ;
Mise M. Quick, grey velvet and white lace ; Miss Barron,
ink, with whita embroidery ; and her sistar, whita;

iss Elliot, white ; Miss McLean, pink ; Miss Allan, cream
net and the Misses Kennedy, Duthie, Anrtmann, Knight,
Tunks, Brandon, M. Reid, Halse, Carr,Jury, Borlase, ( Percy),
Bmith, ete., and Sir Kenneth Duu‘%lu, Capuain_Rossel),
Captain Dunean, and Mesars C. and W. Johnston, Walrond,
Guthrie, Valentine, Rhodes, 8. Mackenzie, Bell, C. Phavazyn,
J. G. Wi , etc., bnt I muat not go on any longer, else 1
shall not have any room leit to describe the privale theatri-
cals, which were given by Dr. and Mra Gracs two nighta
afterwards in the Theatre Roya), which was erowded with
fnut.l. Our host and hoatess took np their position in
ront of the orchestral atalls, where they received His Excel-
lency the Governor and Lady Onalow, and Captain Gnothrie
and ilxu Ruth Atkinson, of Nelson, who made np the Go-
vernment Houne Earty. The Countesa waa bandsomely
dreased in pink silk and coffee-coloured lace, with $7ain, the
low bodice and bair flashing with diamonds, and she earried
a bouquet of violets, and wore a blue opera mantle bound
with white far. Mm Grace was in dark slave silk, with

who stood at the enirance of the ballroom. The hall
looked so pretty, the daia at oue end being one massof
orientsl-looking curtains, huge palm branches, ferns, and
tlowers, and fu.r'! lamps of ditferent colours were lit amon,
the greenery. Then huge comiortable velvet lounges an
chaire were ecattered aboat, greatly to the comfort of the
chaperones, of whom thera were a Treat number. Then the
ballroom was large enough to allow seats being put all
roond the wall intermingled with fern stands and curtains,
20 that one was never at aloss for & seat. The room ad-
joining the ballrovn: was prettily furnished as a drawiog-
reom, the walls being artisvically draped with art muslin,
and hung with pictures, mirrers, ete., large screens chiefly
orpamenting the room. The sopper table was a mass
of flowers, ferns, fairy lamps, and good things, all
of which, you may be snre, were done ample justice Lo.
King's band of fonr performers supplied the best of music,
several extras being played at eopper Lime, one by Mrs
Charles Pharazyn, and another o{ Mies Borlase. Ounr
hosteas wore a magnificent gown old rose silk with a
long_train, the high Medici collar and front being of
jewelled embroidery, and hoth Mr and Mrs Pharazyn were
indefatigable in their efforts to promote the enfoyment
of their guestr; indeed, thia ball is lookesd upon as ¢me
of the greatest of the , the danci
being particnlarly spirited from inning to end, and
that is saying & deal of a ball with between three
and four hond gnesta present. There was a dinner
perty at Government Honse the same night, which kept
several people away until late. Lady Hector wore a very
handsome old ross silk, with broad satin atripe and long
train, and Lady Buller was in black velvet trimmed with
beantiful old lace ; Madamne de Lostalot wore blne silk
covered with black lace, and erimson bows ; Mra {Dr.) New-
Tan, a lovely light copper-coloared gilk, the long basgne
edped with jewelled embroidery, and the long train

quite plain, the openwork stockiogs and satin shoes .

and openwork silk net sleeves exactly matching, the
completeness being ite great charm ; her sister, Mrs
Johnston, was very handsomel, in palest rky blue,
the whale front of the skirt lLeing embroidered with jewels,
the same lovd{ltrimming also appearing on the bodice and
sleeves; Mrs H. D. 1l wore a beantiful combination of
pale green gilk and pink chiffon, the bodice being green,
edged with a deep flounce of chiffon ; Mrs Izard was richl
dressed in biack, and Mra C. Izard, in silver-grey silk witl
rosettes of narrow black velvet ribbon ; Mrs C. Pharazyn,
Wairarapa), bronze brown satin over a petticoat of cream
ace, and & filigree pearl necklace ; Mrs A. Russell, white
satin brocaded with yellow, and dra
moonstone ornaments; Mrs Coburn Hood, cream brocade,
and lovely garaet necklet ; Mrs Pratt, black and white, and
arl ornaments ; Mrs Ballance, black, with white lace ;
Mm Valentine (Otago), a beautiful pale bloe gown with
pink roses ; Mrs Maxwell, maize, covered with black velvet
and lace stﬁPed ; Mea T, C, Williaws, & handsome black
dress; Mra G. Beetham, black and white; Mm J. Mills
(Dunedin}, brown net and moiré; Mra H, Crawford,
Jemon surah dra; with black Chantilly lace; Mrs J. G.
‘Wilson {Rangatikei), a handsoms black dress with colonred
embroidery; Mre Gore, erimson velvet and pink b de ;

‘harlie-

with green tulle, .

quantities of slate p and white ratin, and wore
& far maotle and dismonds, Miss Urace looking well
in & black Jace dreas and peacock pinsh  cloak.
The pieca .chosen was Simpson's *Serap of Paper,”
and the caste was aa foliows ; — Prosper Conramony, Mr
Riverndale Walrond ; Baron de la Glagiére, Mr W, H. 8.
Moorhouse ; Brisemonche, Mr Mrneat Hadlield ; Anatole,
Mr E, lzard ; Baptiste and Francois, both taken by Mr
Tancred Cooper ; L. de la Glaviére, Misa Buller ; Sneanne
de Ruoseville, Misa Maade Grace; Mathilde, Miss Elfie
Williama ; Mdlle. Zenobie, Miss Hilda Wijliams ; Madame
Dupout, Miss H. Moorhouse ; FPauline, Mise Cooper.
Without doobt Mr Walrond was by far the best on the
stage. One counld hear every word distinctly from one end
of the theatre to the other, and he displayed no mean
amount of dramatic talent in the clever interpretation of his
part. Miss Grace was gouod, especially in the last act, when
she fairly excelled herself. Then Miss Moorhuuse also
came in for & large share of praise, and ber acting was really
excellent. iss H. Williams had an ucgrateinl part, but
did it well, and Misa E. Williams acted her childish part
very prettily. Miss Buller's voice was hardly strong encugh
for the building, some of her ¢peeches being entirely lost,
bot her acting waa very gpirited. Miss Cooper did the Saucy
Maid very well. All'the geatlernen were good, My Had-
field looking s0 {funny as the old naturalist, and Mr Lzard
making os roar with lasghter at his boyish freaks, Mr
Moorhouse was exactly suiled to his stern part: indeed,
Mra Grace was moet fortunate in her judicions choice of actors
and actresses, the result being most happy. There were
no *bitches,” and the voice of the prompter was rarely
needed. Mr Peter Parfitt held this responsible post, and
moreover, after the performance both Mr and Mrs Parfitt
took all the performers home to their house, and provided s
delicious champagne supper in hononr of the event. How
we all wished to join themt, for they were n very merry
party, Mr Parfitt, Mr Walrond, and Mr Hadfield made
complimentary speeches, and various Loasts were hononred,
Most of them kept to their stage dresses with very curions
effect. Mrs Partitt was in black trimmed with pale bloe
brocads. Now let me think who waa there—not at the
supper, bot at the theatre :—Mrs Charlea Jobnston and
several of ber little ones ; Mrs Williama and her little girls ;.
Miss Wiiliams, in black velvet, with high collar and ruffles
of white chiffon; Mizs Johnston, in & handsome black
jetted dress and diamonds; her sister, Mm Percival, a
ovely crimson plush cloak, with high collar and lining ot
pink ; Mrs J. Mills, a very pretty black dress trimoied with
maize satin, and diamonds; the Misses lzard, velves

wna, and cream opera cloaks embroidered with gold ;

rs Ed. Richardeon, a long red plash cloak ; Miss Robison,
white; Miss Rbodes, bright red with aogel sleeves, and
fawn fur cloak ; Miss Russel, a tan cloak boond with white
goat s M J. G. Wilson, black silk with stiipes of old roee
and gold tioselled plosbh, and pink feathers in her hair;
Miss Dunean, black; Lady Hector, white for cloak em-
broidered with steel; Miss Hector, Mrs A Bmith, Mm
Waldegrave, Mrs Howith, Mra Bislop, Mrs and the Misses
Cooper, Mrs Mantell, Mrs and the Misses Hazrding,
Mrs and Miss Kemg. Mre and Miss Btowe, Mms
and Misses Hawkins, Mrs Newman, the Minses Menzien,

Mra Cyril Tanner, a lovely cream silk gown with long train ;
Mrs Capt. Russell was also there, and Mrs Botts, Mrs
Coleridge, Mrs Barclay, Mra Raweon, Mra H. Rawson, Mrs
Fitzherbert, Mra F. Allen, Mra Fell, Mis Reynolds, Mrs
Borlase, Mrs Hardiog, Mrs Knight, Mra L. Reid, Mrs
Brandon, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Hawkins, Mrs Manteil, Mrs
Mair (Tauraoga), Mra Acland, Mra Cooper, Mrs Gudgeon,
Mrs Tregear, M Halse, Mrs Irvine, Mrs Beere, Mrs Par-
fitt, Mrs M. Richmond, Mra Elliot, Mra P. Hunter, Mrs
Friend, Mra Lyon, Mrs Jinich, Mrs Ameling Smith, Mra
Dougles, Mrs Lingard, Mrs Rotheram, and. Mra Burns.
Misa Johnston wore a lovely pearl grey brocade beantifully
trimmed with pearl p rie, and di d oroa ta s
Miss Holmea, black ; Mise_Noake, a handsome black gown
softened with cream lace ; Miss R. Reyoolds (Danedin), ber
pretty manve gown trimmed with pansies; Miss E. Ben-
pett, her lovely manve eatin brocaded with a deeper shade,
and trimmed with a deep flonnee of mauve chiffon; Miss
Clairmonte, & beaatiful moss green silk trimmed round
the long basqne with handsome jewelled embroidery
Mies Khodea (Christchurch), a lovely crushed strawberry
silk, &Vrentily trinmned with tiny deep crimson pompons;
Mins W. Menzies, white : Miss illie (Blenheim), white;
Miss Buller, black and white; Miss Duncan, a blue;
Misse Hector, white tulle and ribbons; Miss Izard, her
lemon net with pearl embroidery ; and her sister, pink and
silver; Miss Cooper, mauve; and her sieter, pink ; Mies
Lysaght (Paten), pink silk ; Misa E. Richwond, Inuff net
with bluck velvet ribbon:; Miss Rolleaton, black, with
flowers, and moonetone vecklet; Miss Gore, pale blae ailk
and silver ; and her sinter, whitasilk ; the Misses Hawkinas,
cream siik and lace; Misa Robinson (Christchurch), white ;
Miss Hadfield, blue net ; Mias Hall, pink ; Misa Pharazyo,
(Wairarapa), white; Miss BcMnstors {Manterton), black,
with turquoise blue bows; Mise Rumell (Hawke's Bal!)
white net prettily embroidered with flawers ; Misa 8t Hill
(Hawke's ﬁuy). aolt white gown; Miss Medley, tnrgnoise

,
Mad de Lostalot, Mrs Ad M Ferguson, Mrs
Maakell, Mrs Irvine, Mesdames Hobinson, Rous-Marten,
Longhnan, Ballance, Higeinson, Bragdon, Richmond,
Barron, Beetham, Crawiord, Bell, Fitzherbert, Buoits,
Carrow, Fell, Acland, Gore, de Castro, Dunean, Hoee, W.
Moorbouse, P. Hunter, Still, Werry, Valentine, Fishey,
Kuight, Edwin, F. Allen, Friend, Tanner, Maxwell, Burns,
Holt, Pratt, Buckley, A. Ruossell, and the Misses Hall,
Baillie, Hadfield, Allap, Johneon, Grabam, 5t. Hill, Henry,
Reynolds, McLean, Holmes, Moorhouse, Twoks, Jary,
Datbie, Lysaght, Richmond, Halse, Barron, Holleston,
Gore, Fitzgerald, Dransfield, Bennett, Medley, Clairmonte,
Spensely, Carr, Konnedy, Willis, Quick, Huxtable, Borlase,
ﬁemiue, Engleston, Morrah, Cemino, ete.  Mim Uirace
wore # lovely dress in the last act—a ball dress of palest
sky bloe silk, the long basque and train edged with & deep-
Hounce of black lace, the necessary touch of coloor being
iven by one or two deep crimson roses here and there.

iss H. Williams wore & lovely wine-colonred satin trimmed
with vandyked velvet of a deeper shade. Miss E. Wil-
liams looked verr};(})reu in her riding habit, and large
icture hat cove with feathers, sod her hair Aowing,

iss Boller looked best in & pretty gobelid biue ten-

wn with a soft pink »ilk frout. The stage was wonder-
ully pretty and bright, what with pot plants, ferns, drapery,.
and in the Inat scene wmid the greenery wers coloured fairy
lamps. Too nioch can hardly besaid of the appoistmenta of
the stage, which were perlect,

Next week yon shall bear of Mr Elkington snd Miss
Clairmonte’s wedding from

Rusvy,

LADIES, for Afternoon Tea, use AULSEPROOK'S.
?‘swm;) 1ecurrs and Caxkus, s perfoot delicacy.--
BYT,

Builders and others will save from one ligm:cl to thirty
abillingw por ton by ueing ‘ORB° CORRUGAT IRON.
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ORICINAL CHARADES.

- L

My first's & bead-dress, though it may be foreign in its
make

If you ate uext to uake my fiest, much money yon way
take; .

Unless y:m'na whole you never ean make my first, 'tis
reckoned, -

For to make s bandsome first, you must be whoie and
second. I

My first is a constellation,
. ‘Aud seen iu the sky so blue ;
- A soures of recreation, .
"Twill hold both me and you.
. A useful article my next,
. Without it, shis GRAPHIC page
3 Wonld ne'er proponnd to yon a text,
Nor pullish it precepts eage.
My third is nlwn{a an attempt,
‘An effort which canses pain,
And nope trom failuie are exempt,
Who do this again and again.
My whole's a very useful axt,
And wherever you may stand,
You see 8 whole, or see a part,
On the sea or on the land.

NEW BODKS.

—

N Life of Henrik Ibsen,” by Henrlk Jeger. Translated by
Cln'll::eﬂeu? with Terse done into English from ihe Norwegian
original by Edmund Gosse. {William Heinemann.)

HIS hook (says a writer in the Ladies’ Piclorial}
will be reatd with interest, as the Ibsen fever,
started by the performance ot the *Doll’s
Honse ' nearly two years ago, has by no means
abated. Indeed, amongst his admirers, and
those who fail to find anything in him, the
battle still rages fiercely ; and we hear hot
discussions about his * witimate place in liter-
ature,’ his claim to be *a teacher of ethics,’ s
+ pew force " destined to advance the world &
stage towards perfection. That be is the no-

flinching foe of cant, bigutry, and hypocrisy, all readers of

his plays must candidly acknowledge: although the doubt
always temaine in many winds_whether the siage ought te
usurp the function of the pulpit or platform, and oot con-
fine itself strictly to the amusement of ita patrons.

But there can’be no doubt, I think, that to know some-
thing of the aathor may help somewhat to a solution of sone

‘of the dificalties presented by his books ; therefors the pub-

lication of Jwmger's life, which ia based npon material supplied

Ly the dramatiat himself, is a welcome addition to * ks

o{ths Day.” ) i ’

Theen was born in the little town of Skien, in Norway, in
the year 1828; a sudden reverse in the fortnues of his

rents whilst be was only eight years old gave him lis first
insight into the atrong and painfol contrast betwean poverty
and riches, and we T that even as & mere child he at-
tracted motice by his 1 gravity of d —

He did not play like other children. When his four_ younger
‘brothecs and gistera were romping together out of doars, he would
withdraw into a little room by the kitchen entrance, and bolt him-
gelf in to protect himsolf againkt the heedless ingursions of the
othern. Here he would sit, not merely in the snmmer, but in the
winter. through the severest cold. "He was pever a pleasant
companion to us,’ his sister writes in e letter before quoted, *and
o alwaya did our utmost to disturb him by throwing stones or
anowballs at the wall or door. e wanted him to play with ue,
and when he could no lenger endurs our teasing, he would rush
out and dglve us away. Howereix;.l l;ﬁ;}s;;gg{ﬁ[ge&_ﬁz}}#ehéﬂ?
?::Bﬁe h;:iicmc“l:': ::gush. he wont back into his room

ekt G he o therpt Chiety he st sbonpietin e o
yolumea of which ho a e salon. In thal o 1

which Hedvi
£ Sl it Bty oS e 6 Shi Male
words ho puls inte her mouth inay very well be & reminisconce of
his own cﬁl.lrlhwd.

At the age of sixtesn young Henrik was apprenticed to
sn apothecary, and we may imagioe how hae chialed againat
the nocongenial occupation. But he found consclativn in
the composition of a play, It wasa brilliant effort for & lad
of under twenty, and was, moreover fall of promise; but,
nlaa | it was & total failure, The onl  person who ehowed
sppreciation for the work was, the biograpber tells as, a
hucketer who— e B

Conzidercd the paper especially suited for wrapping parcels,
and Vdurmg Ih<en’s first residence in Christiania this man bought
of him and his friend. one evening when their stomachs were a<
amprcf ax their
tew days wed
laconicatly,

As may be gathered from the wbove exiract, Ibsen had
by that tinve given up all idea of following the profession
chosen for him ; and, alter struggling to wake a living by
his pen in Christiaria, we find him, in 1851, acting as stage
manager to the new theatre at Bergen ab the not very
magnificent salary of £67 per annum. At Bergen he spent
five years, snd wrote several of his now well-known plays ;
but one of the most remarkable of his many clever composi-
tions was * Love's Comedy,” written hetween 1868 and 1862

In this piece he hmingn all the subilety of his intellect,
and the foree of his reasoning, to bear against love war-
riages, his contention being that the only lasting ion
in that whith roos no tisk of satiety throngh folhlinent.
Sach ideas are bound to bring him into conblict with the
spirit of the age, and hence the revolt against © idealiam run
mad * 8o common & our anti-1bseni
" Becoming diseatisfied with his native country on various
grounds, Ibsen petitioned the State to allow bim to live
abroad ; and, soon after he left Norway, those marvellous

roductions, *Brand' and: *Peer Liynt,” were written.

hey are at pgesent. less well known in England than they
ought $o be, but by and bye, no doubt, Mr William Archer
will try his hand vpon thém and let us have them in Eng-
lish dress,

Tn the following extract we have Peer Gynt’s ideas of the
relative positions of men and women. I fear onr advanced
section will not appiove :—-

1 will rivet thy desires,
Captivate thy wandering firea ;
Thou shalt breathe for me alone;
I am what my girl adnires,

Gold and jewels, all her own,
Life inblank, if we aro parteil—
Blank to thes, that is, remember?
In this eontract we have started,
To thy being’a lowest ember,
Every inch and thread of thee

1 must know iq filled with me,

- i

urses, their whole <tock of copies. ' For the next
not want for thu necessaries of life,’ says Ibien,

Therefors it [s 'well that just -
Enipty is thy skull’s formation @
If ane has a soul, one must .
Spare sonse time to contemplation :
hile thesa hours in thought I measure,

It thouw wilt, thou shalt. my treasure,

Vear an anklet, round thy ankle,
“Twill be beat for both, I trow ;
T will deal with thonghis that rankle,
Thou'lt preserye—the status quo.

There we have the attitnde of Helmet towards Nora in
the * Doll's House’ foreshadowed. She was the petted play-
thing, but never the conipanion ; and when she failed to pre-
serve the sfatus quo the hnaband, as we know, failed to
understand. :

1 have no desire to be too severe upon our end-of the-
ezntury men and women, a4 [ believe we are all, more or
less, tarred with the eame brush ; but surely the following
lines from ‘ Brand’ are notb inapplicable—well, to eivil, re-
ligious, aud social time-servers of all countries—

Just wander thro” this 1and to-day

And listen {0 what, people say,

Andd thou wilt find to each man cling

A little picce of eyeryibing

He's slightly loyal on the whole,
little rerious for his sonl,

A little %i\'en to table-pleasure, —

But #o hia fathers were. in measure, —

A little warm, when hearth and hatl

He-echo songs abont * the small

Bt rock-flem people of the rock,

‘Who at all fureign menace mock ;7

Alittle prodigal of pledges,

A Little siiart 10 blung Lheir edges,

A little quick to start, but elever,

In dnwdhng on and on forever.

The words ‘o little ' gauge hia splrit,

He goex not faxr in failk or merit;

In good and il} alike 4 fraction,

ostlessly ive, faint in action,

Made up of tragmente, each sufficient

‘T'o »poil the other's coefticient,

The biographer’s discvssion of lbsen's dramas —more
especially the medern dramas—is extremely interesting ;
but for his opinions and quotations you must go to the book
itself ; I have apace only for a short quotation descriptive
of the man himself as he appears to-day.  And he is to be
admired, if it were ooly for the fact that he oot only thinks
for, but believes in nimaelf.

As the originatoer of tho analytical modern drama, Ibsen has now
A high positioh inthe literatureof the nincteentheentury throngh-
out the worid. . . . . Butthe multitude have not yot fally re-
cognized hiy_importance, either in Germany or in the north—io-
decd lessin Norwaf than in Germani\;. The Euhlic do not foel casy
face to face with this atern judge; his work hias something un-
canny in it, and his tremendous tragic xanse territles them, . . .

But he goos calmly on his way without caring for the agplnusn
of the general public. * Nelther thanks nor threats affoct the mnn
who wholly wills the thing ho wills” He hassolved the problem
of *being himselt,' and [oF that reason he i« ko grand a Agure.

“This absolute ind ] rcognirable even in ithe outer
man. lbsco 1s not & tall man, but be noverthelesa gives an im-
pression of importance, Tho torso 18 unustally T;wcrru!l;r built,
and his head sl.rikingl{ set on the ahonlders. is faco 19 com-
pletoly framed In groy hair and beand. both far more abundant
than i’:a ecommion with men of Ibsen™ age (ixiy-two in 1890, Tho
firmly set mouth, stoady gaze through hls wpertaclea, apd burhy
eyebrows give the whole face nlook of ha\'ingri'uul. come Lo ROMmo
dotermination, and above the other fealuvca Hace s0 poworful a
Toruhvad that we ate templed to compare [t to the ideallsed hoad
of the Jupiter, .

His life—a quist happy family life—has been spent, since ho
nll.ln(ll‘ Nurw: . An (ig,rmnny and Itnly, with his wifo—Susannah
ae buen.m!auuhwror Provost Thoreson o ;sen. e v e
and, till within & few yoars, with his son Sigurd Jbsem, now
attaché to the Narwegian Em y at Washington, U.8.A.
Heo s to the laat degreo methudical in all he dock. . . . He
Huow at seven Lo suiniier, in winter a Jittle later, He takosn very

long time to dress, for he has arquired the hable of walking to nad
fro, and thinkiug out his compositions while perfarming his toitel,
which therefure cocuples him above an hour und & hall. He then
ta'eea m light breakfast, and ax the clock <trikes nine he aits Jown
to work. He stope orork at one, and takes a walk befure tle nd-
day mieal. In the afierncon he ready, takes a light supper and
Ko early Lo . -
When 1he author of thess notes wenl Lo see hin at Munpich, he
wan amiazed to see how small Tbeen's work-roon wax,  He ex.
plained thin by tho faet that he never shuts himself in when at
work ; be likew (o walk about, In and out of thies oF four FoUDLL

Not having reen the original, I am, of rourse, orable to
judge of the merita of Mrs Bell’s translaiion ; but it resds
smoothly, and I have bo doubt it is adwmirable. The guc-
taticns from hin plays bave been specially iranslated
by Mr Ednund Goree Jor thia English editivn of the life,
"“ﬂ add very much to its interest. It is decidedly a book
w buy.

A SPRING 1DYLL.

——
BY MRS L. FROST RATTRAY.

“ ES, he had better marry. -

Not that his life seemed to lack anything.
His bonks, his lectares, hin atudies, ﬁfled Lis
mind, buy some of bis grown-up young lady
papils bad become astentive—not attentive
to their ¢lasses, ot to the subject they were
snpposed to bo studging, but to him.

And it was tiresome.

Instead of the rapt look bent on the board
} aa the professor lightly sketched the peological
formation of Mount Egmont, an earnest, absorbing, heart-
eearching gaze waa fixed on the lecturer himself.

1t was annoying.

His walk to the little cottage in the snburba where he
lived waa a stranpely favourite one with all the young ladies
from far and near.

It waa disterbing.

A man such as he was, withont a particle of conceit, but
endowed with an unuaval amount of modesty, found thia
complimentary persecution interferel terribly with his work,
S0 ha sought counsel of a friend, laying the case clearly and
concisely before him.

The friend advised marrying.

Before him now loomed an awfnl problem. The sweet
scent of the violets and priniroses, Lise smiiculag, the azaleas,
daphne, together with lovely bush creeners which filled his
room, also filled hia soul with puzzled, distracted thoughis
of the givers.

He cuuld not choose a wife.

In despair even more deep than that which had markel
hia previouns visit, ha in called on his friend, and laid this
second perplexing problem before him.

His friend sngrested drawing lote,

This prosaic 1dea revolted the puie soul of the professor,
and for days the shatow of a great trouble bung over him.
More careworn grew his handsome face. Even in his glori.
ous dark bair and moustache n few white threads Lecame
visible.

And this sight wiung the bearts of bis pupila.

So they met together, and wrote him & combined and ele-
quent little letter, entreating their bonoured master and
dear professor to impart to them his grief.

And the professor felt comforted.

For oot of the whole class only one had not rigned ibe
loving epistle,

So she should be his wife,

Under thie gumtrees one evening he met her., She wns re-
turning from visiting a poor neighbour, and it waa not his
usenl way home,

He was no polished courtier, no skilful wooer.

He said, simply, * | want a wife.’

And sha said, * Do you want me?

And bis whole heart and soul responded in the words hia

.lipa wttered,

¢ Yes, youn, darling.”

And eo they weie betrothed. And later, very quietly
were married.

And the professor’s ¢claseea fell off cansiderablly,

And at honee in the little cottage, the wife worked her
hardest, putiing her whole true wonan's ronl into her
hourehold duties. Her graml woman's love and devoriun
sha bestowed upon ber busband.

And he?

AL lirst it was stiange, pleasantly strange.
came nsed to it

New faces greeted bim st hie classes, He grew moie
popular than ever. He was busy, wrapt vp in his work,
tired when lie reached home.

He talked so much all day, it was not to be expected he
could talk in the evenings too—except when some apecial
lecture had to begiven.

He saw litale of his wife. . His honse was clean and com-
fortalle, his dinners well cooked, punctonlly served, bis
shirta and bis sucks cared for. What nore could any men
want ¥

S0 he thought.

For his life was full of diversified work, his mind ocenpied
with congenial accupation. He raw plenty of people in the
da{time, and be liked his silent eveninga.

nd she 7

Perliaps she was disappointed of her ideal.
Women have such strange fancien.

She had thonght, perchance, of a long life of pleasant,
intellectoal companionship. She had a mind, an active,
clever receptive Lrain. Did she dream of being a humble
sharer in ler husband's work ?

Waa all her irksome, honsewifely toil brightened at Grst
by the dear delight of knowing it wan for the man she loved,
aod who, alie fondly believed, loved her?
~ Ah1 how feolish she was.

And day by day the dream of that early spring faded
away. The hot summer sun scorched it. By mutumn it
was as A dead leaf, and when winter came, with its piarcing
winds, its blightiog froats, and clieerieas anow, tEﬂ wife,
chilled to the heart, felt that, like the withered leaf, sle,
too, must become mould.

Again it was spring, and the professor’s houne was once
more heavily scented with the perinma of the September
flowers. Hut this time they were iashioned into wreaths
nsnd croasea, and lay on the atill forms of bix dead wile and
his baby boy.

Then he be-

Who can aay
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QUERIES.

Any gueries, domestic or otherwiss, wnll bs insoricd free of
Mgc.r‘z'ormlpondmu np&x:ng to s aws reguesied to
give the date %;h question they ave kind enough fo answer,
ond address their veply to* The idrly Editor, NiW ZEALAND
GRAPHIC, Awckland,' and in the top left- cornor _of
M envelope * Annwer' or < Query,' as the cass may be.  Ths
RULES E{w correspondents are few and simple, but readers
m EW ZEALAND GRAPHIC are requcstod to comply with

Queries and Answwers to Queries are always inserted os
2000 ar poaside a, they are received, though, orwing to
pressure on this column, it may be @ week ar hwo before they
appear,—ED,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Erra ¥.—Thaak you very stuch for the scraps.
and relurn them.—Lavy EDITOR.

Will ause

QUERIES.
ScorcH BroTH.—Will you give me an easy recipe for

this :—MoNica.
(Perbaps some lady reader will kindly giva this.—ED.]

Manic-LANTERN SLIDES. —Could you or any of yoor cor-
respotidents kindly tell me how to paint slides for & magic-
lantern—whether the glaze needs to be prepared in any
wa&’ and what kind of paint is weed 1—8T. CLAIR.

[Will some clever reader kindly snswar this?!—LADY
EniTon.)

ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

*Young Housekeeper,’ — To make panard put into =
saucepan half a pint of water, an ounce of butter and a

inch of salt ; when boiling add four large tablespoonfula of
E'ienna floar, and mix into a paste which shoold be sutfi-
ciently dry to leave the pan quite clean. Let the panard
cook on the side of the stove for about ten minutes, taking
care that it does not burn, then put it aside until cold be-
fore you use it. At this time of the year E:znrd will keep
some time in an airy place. To make bamel sauce,
fry two ounces of butter, and two ounces of flour together,
for about five or six mioutes, taking care that they do not
becone brown. Boil half a pint of milk in asaucepan witha
blade of mace and an eschalotin ik, let it boil for five minntea
so that it will be well flavoured, then pour it on Lo the
butter end Hour, snd stir it wntil gnite smooth, season it
with a little pepper and salt, and a tiny dast of notmeg,
then let the eauce boil and strain and nze. You will find
that you can use up the remains of Aoy game or ponliry for
breakfast very well by msking balf a pint of Bechamel
sauce in the way I have described. Thicken the sance with
the yoke of three egge, and stir it over the fire until it
thickens, but on no account allow it to boil, then mix with
it about eight tablespoonfula of cbicken, game, veal, or
rabbit aod ham or tongue, and a few button-mnshrooms
mixed with it and all should be either cut in fine ahreds or
elre they shoyld be finely minced, When cold divide in
quantities of abont s dessert spoonful, roll in Hoar, then in
whole heaten egg and brend crumbs, and shape like cutlets
and fry in_ a wire basket in clean hot grease for a few
wminntes, [f the cutlets are made Lhe day before they will
not take very long to fry in the worning.

* Mabelte."—Put one pound of pranes into a stewpan,
having previously removed the stones, Add a quarter of 8
pound of lump sugar, a gill of cluret and the same quantity
of water, a little cinnamon and lemon peel, and one or two
bay-leaves. Stew them gently until” the fruit is quite
tender, then strain the juice from the fruit and melt in it
rather more than half an ononce of Marshall’s gelatine. Add
a little carmine to improve the flavour, and then mix the
fruit with it and pour 1nto a border mould. When cold, fill
the centre of the gateau, after it hrs been turned out of the
mould, with stiftiy- whipped cream, which hae been sweetened
and flavoured, and ornament with almonde which have been
blanched and shredded. They are also very nice simpl
boiled with very little water and sugar, and Havonred mt{
lemon ; then make a neat in the centre of adish of very care-
fully-boiled rice, pour the prunes into it, and eat with cream
or custard. This is very wholesome for children.

ALMOND CAXE (Elln).—-The cake to which you refer is
probably a good seed-cake or plum-cake, and, when baked,
covered on the top with almond icing. This is the way to
make the alinond icing—ilb almonds, with & few bitter
almonde among them, blanched and chupred and pounded,
with 6oz of icing sugar and one teaspoontul of rose water;
when well mixed and pounded put all in a pan, and heat
over the fire till a little warm ; apread on the cake amoothly
and evenly., It geta hard very sgon.

GUAvA JELLY.—To six pounds of guavas allow three
ints of water. Pick the guavay free from leaves or bad
roit, put them with the water in a preserving pan, boil well
for an hour {longer for a larger quantity), atrain through a
jolly bag or doubled piecoe of butter-cloth, The next day
{mily i, allowing one pound of sugar to every pint of juice.
Boil for an hour, carefully removing eve Eit. of scum,
Some people like & little lemon rind boiled with the jelly
and removed when cooked.

A CHAERMING LITTLE LUNCHEON MENU.

Fricassee of oysters, Lyunnaise potatoes, cheese straws,

aliced pineapple, Bhrewsbury cakes.

Futcasser e OvATERS.—Drain & quart of oystern and
ut the liqguor on to boil.  Rub together a tablespoonful of
utter and ane of Hour ; add to the boiling liquor and stir it

until it thickens, Heason with ealt, a very little cayenne
and & blade of mace. Hemove it from the fire, aud add the
beaten yolka of two eggm; mix thoroughly, and return to
the fire, stirring for & minute or two.  Put in the oysters
sand boil ap agaio. Pour over slicea of buttered toast, and
werve,

LyoNNaIsE PoTATORS. —Cut cold boiled potatoea into
dice ; popper and salt them ; mince a small onion and fry
it in » tablen fel of butter, ootil light brown. Add the

tatoes and stir them uontil they bave absorbed the fas,

hen stir in & tablespoonful of chopped parsley and a table-
apoonful of vinegar ; boil np and serve.

CuEpsE STRAWS.—Mix together four tableapooninis of
Hour, w pinch of ralt, & very little cayenne peqm . and thres
cunces of grated English cheese. Add the ten yolk of
an egg, and then enough iced watsr to make a very stiff
paste.  Roll the pasts cut on & board into n sheet an eighth
of an inch thick, Cut the paste into strips an eighth of an
ineh wide and five inches ou;jz, and bake them mbout ten
minutes in & very hot oven. They should be a very light
brown, If you ave any scraps of paste left, roll them into
» nheet, cut it into small ringn, Bake them and slip
Jittle bundles of the straws through them,

BLICED PINEAPPLE —Cnt ofl the ends of & pines%ple and
eut it in slices about half an inch thick. Remove the onter
covering from each slice, takiog care to cut out all the eyea.
With & silver knife cut it into triangnlar pieces, cntting out
the core. Bprinkle it thickly with sugarand let it stand on
ice for an bour before serving.

SHREWSBURY Cakes.—Rub together a cup of batter and
balf & pint of sugar; add two beaten egges and work in a
pint and a half of our.  Roll very thin and cut into small
cakes ; bake them in a quick oven. Make them in & cool
toom and handle them as litile aa possible,

CARUENING FOR LADIES.

A FEW SPRING HINTS

[ON'T be in too great a hurry to get to work
in the garden. * One awallow doesn’t make
& sammer,’ and one bright, warm day
doesn’t make the spring . weather necessary
to satisfactory gnrl:{::n work, The ground
shonld be warm to the depth of six inches
or a foot—or, ab least, comparatively warm
—before putting seed into it. What I mean
bythe use of the term ¢ comparative’ is, that the chill of early
springshould be gone, 1f dampand cold—asit issuretobebe-
fore the sun has had a chance to bring its infinence on it, after
the moisturs of melting snows has ﬁmined away—seed will
rot in nine cases ont of ten. More failures fo grow result
from too great haste than from any ofher cauvse. The
gronnd should be mellow enongh to break apart easily when
worked with the rake or hoe, and it will oot do this onless
the water has drained out of it and the sun has bad an op-
rtunity to do it work on it. It is well to spade up the
s ns early ns possible, and then wait awhile before at-
tempting to maks thesoil in them fine and mellow, < Haaste
makes waste,’ ie another old saying which appliea here,

EVERY merson who basa garden needs a good hoe, and an
iron or steel-toothed rake and a sharp spade. ‘The better
your tools, the letter work you cau do, and the more
pleasure it wiil afford you in the doing of it. Take good
care of them and they will last for years, Have a place to
put them in where they will be away from stoyms, still
always at hand when wanted. .

AND you npeed a good-sized waiering-pot, with a long
spout, and o fine rose nozzle. Use the spout oply,
when yon water plants in the beds, and put it closs to
the routs of the plants, v that the water applied will gat
just where it will do the most good. Put on the nozzle
when you shower your plants. It is & mistake to use it in
watering planta as the water is so ecattered that bat listle
benefit resnlts,

WHEN transplanting, or setting out plants recently re-

ceived from the floriat, be sure to shade them for two

or three days, or until they have time to get & start

{tl; their new quarters. Water thoroughly when you eet
them.

GET potting-soil ready for the plants you care to grow in
pots during sammer, such as fuchsiaa, gloxinias and
other summer bloomers. If you wait nntil the time

you want to use it the chances are that it won’t be prepared
as it onght to be, becanse you will be in too great a hurry
then, Go to the pasture sud turn over the sods where the
grass prows short and thick, ia” & sward. Just under the
crown of the plants of grass, you will ses tiny roots growing
so thick and fine that there seems to be little else in the
aoil. SBhave them off and take home with you roots and soil
thus obtained. Add to this the pame quantity ot the best
black loam you can Bind. It such loam is nob at hand use
garden soil, always getting the best there is to be had. Mix
in with these sharp sand enough to make the mass friable—
sc much so that when you take up e handful of it, and
press it together, it will fall apart on relaxing the pressure,

AND be aure to clean old pots thoroughly before nsing

them again. Scour them, inside and out, with strong

sanp suds, inorder to remove all fungus. Some parsons

will, perhaps, * pooh I’ at the idea of this being necessary,

but I sssute you that it is necessary, if you want to grow

henlthy plants, and, of course, you don’t want to grow un.
healthy ones.

THE beeutiful 8t. Brigid anemones, with their blooma of
the chrysanthemuin character, become more and more
popular, and are_ plsuted in long borders, where they
form objects of great beauty and brilliance. B0 also ate the
beds of narcissi, * Ard Righ,' * Horsefieldi Stella,’
other showy nprinF varieties, *The Bride’ gladiolus is
much in demand, both forced and grown in the cpen air:
and the beautiful Spanish and English irises and lilies have
the advantage that, if cot in bud, every blossom expands in
water.

_—_—

*ORB’' CORRUGATED IRON is the best irom manu-
factursd it noeqral.—ADYT,
The New High A:m Davis Vertical Fead is acknowledged

by experts to be the most perfect Sewing Machine the world has
vat soan.,—ADYT.

WHAT TO TEACH A DAUCNTER.

AT a social gathering soms one mqgaed this grestion—
* What shall 1 teach my dan hta.g 'he foll i
it shall 1 ten ¥ ghter & following replies
Teaczh bar that 20s make £1. ' :
Toach ber how to arrange the drawing-room and library.
w?:ll:h ber to say ‘ No," and mean i, or * Yes,' and slick
i
Tenach her how to wear a ealico dress, and wear it like a

qaeen,

Teach her how to sew on battons, dam stockingw, and
mend gloves.

Teach her to dress for health and comfort as well ax for
AppeArance.

‘each ber to enltivate Rowera mnd to keep the kitchen
garden,

Teach her to make the neatest room in the houose,

Teach her to have nothing to do with intemperate or dia-
solute young men.

Teach her that tight lacing is ancomely as well a injuri-
ous to health,

. Teach her to-regard morals and habite, and not money,
in selecting hor associaten

Teach her to obeerve the old rule—'A place for every-
thing and everything in its place.’

Teach her that mnsic, drawing, and painting are real se-
complishments in the home, and_are not to be neglecied if
there be time and money for their nsa.

‘Teach her the important truism—That the more she Jives
within her income the more she will save and the further
she will %]et away from the poorhousn.

Teach her to embrace every opportunity for reading, and
to select snch books as will ‘give her the most usefnl and
practical information in order to make the best progress in
earlier as well ae Iater home and sehool Jife. .

A QUARREL BETWEEN A PIN AND A NEEDLE,

A rIN and & oeedle, neighboure in & work contract, both
beiny idle, to quarrel as idle folka are apt to do. ’
* I'shonld li'e to kdno;v.’ said the pin to the needle, * what
¥ou ara or, and hoOw can you expect to
the wotld without a head 1 ¥ pes &eb throngh
‘What's the use of your head,”
sharply, *if gou have no eye ¥
* What'a the use of an eye,’ said the pin “if there’s always
um'nIethmg in it !‘ti 4 th N
am more active, an {1 05| !
can,’ paid the peedle " & e work than you
_“ Becrose you always bave a stitch ab your side,” caid the
pin.
* You are a crooked creature,’ said the needle.
. “And yon are so ‘ixmnd that you can’t bend withont break-
ing your back,’ said the pin.
“I'll pull your head of

replied the pin rather

if you insalt we again,' said the

needle.

*And I'll pull your eya out if yon touch wmy head,’ said
the pin.

While they were thue contending, a little
and andertaking to sew, ehe very soon broke off the needls
at the eye. Then she tied the thread around the neck of
the pin, and in trying to pull the thread throngh the cloth,
ehe saon pulled its head off, and then thiew it into the dirt,
by the eide of the broken needle,

* Well, here we are,’ said the needle.

‘ We have nothing to fight abont now,’ said the pin.

* Misforinne seems to have brought us to onr eenses,” said
the peedle; * how much we rezsemble. human beinga, who
quarrel about their blming& till they luse them, and never
a;lg a;:t that they are brothers till they lie down in the dust

ether.’ .

irl entered,

LINES,

1 8T00D by the side of a silver brook,
In the glow of the moring light,

‘Which rippled away o’er the pebbles smooth,
Singiog from moroing till night.

The sunlight glancing aerosa its breaat,
Heemed happior there to stay,

Kissing the face of the little stream,
Laughing the livelong day.

Bright Bowers sprang up on its mossy Lanke,
And nodded their heads at the strem ;

A!.ul 1 thonght as I gazed on the picture fair,
"Twas as bright a8 & midsummer dreamn.

EBug the little stream to a river grew,
Stretching away o'er the lea ;

Wider and deeper its watera flow on,
Till lost in the deep biue ses.

So life like the brook in its childhood’s morn,
Hipples st dances away,

With the subehine of love and perfect trust
Lighting its gladsome day.

Bweet are the flowers which we pluck in owr youth
‘With a hand that i careless and free;
And their fragrance will aweeten the cares that shall

coroe,
As we onward float to the sea.

Ah, conld we but tarry and rest on thy banks,
Content with the bliss that is ours, -

Not burrglng on with the river's broad conrea
‘That shall bring added cares with its powers.

But Childhood and Youth, Noontide and Old Age
Bweep on with the River's dull roar;
And Hoating away on Eternity's Sea,
OQur barque shall return nevermore.
AUNT LI1BEIE.

e
The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed proved she

‘World's Champlon a the Paris Exhibition. 1885.—ApVT,

FLAG BRAND PickLma—Ask for them, the best In the
market. Ha¥wiro Beos, Christchurch.—{ADvT,)
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THE WORK CORNER.

L
.. ORIGINAL FANCY WORK.

(BY MRS CONYERS MOBRELL.)

r A DRAPED EABKL.,

hins of recent yeuts becoms & preny‘ggnanlly
recognised fact that a very useful sdjunet to
interior decoration may be found in an easel,
which placed in one of the corners or angles
of & eitting-room not only affords support
to eome choica painting or sketeh and thus
extends the, perbaps, limited mvailable wall
space, but in a very satisfactory manner breaks up the un-
comipromising squareen of tao many of our modern dwalling-
rooms. While wood easels are procurable mow at such an
abaardly small cost, that the purchase of one ia well within
the resch of the most economically-minded hnusaw‘ll'o intent
npon embellishment, and now that we have Aspinall’sin-
valnable apamels at our dis I, the decoration of the
woodwork of one of these easels can be accomplished in any
solour most in accordance with the leading featurea of the
room in which it is to be placed ; orif, perhaps & more sober
h of or tation shonld be desired, Abbot's Pyro-
graphic Platinum Point may be called into requisition, and
some effective and harmonions pattern be burot ou the
wood, in which case but very alight, if any addenda in
the way of drapery eshould be resorted to. hen,
however, drapery 13 wished for, and harmonises with
the ponition of the easel, an extremsly pretty and artistic
effect may be achieved by the very simple ornamentation
sketehed upon thia page, which consista simply of a
long wsilk scarf loosely thrown over the easel, one
end being brought down the side and earried over the
gs supporting the picture. As & matter of fact,
thia sketch i talen from a corner of my own draw-
ing-room, and was in the first inetance simply the
ontenme of a degire to conceal the frame-work of &
time-honoured easel, which, for the sake of ° Anld
Lang Syne,’ it was considered best to leave in ita
normal ~ eondition, the lower part being entirely
concealed behind an old-fashioned, rather high-backed
couch, whieh is placed acroes the corner of the room
in which the easel stands. Just now, spriog cleaning
having necessitated a rearrangment of the silk
scarf, the end no longer croeses over the two pegs,
as shown in the illostration, but is elightly drawn
over the nide of the frame, and falls down over the
first . whilst on the second one has been placed,
and so falls down over the stand, & palette brought
some time ago from Paris, which bears upon its face
s happy smudge of harmoniona eolour, and a tmg
sketc% ymm the gifted brush of some unknown Frenc!
artist, and the latter arrangment [ can recormmend
as being really an improvement on the original
draping. TUpon this easel stands a lovely sketch in
water-colour, the frame in which it ie placed be:gg
» broadsband of rough wood plainly gilt, & meth:
of framing which is at once economical and exsremely
decorative. Crushed down in one of the opper
corners and not erect, as it baa rather uufortunately
been depicted in order to render the copying of the
shape more easy to my yeaders, is placed a moat
beautiful and attractive sunflower of Brobdignagian
proportions, the possession of which 1 owe to my
amiable French correspondent * Crevette,” who most
kindly sent it over to_me as an example of the large
paper flowers being sold in Paria for the decoration
of lamp shades. Not being myself able to utilise it
for its legitimate purpose, & happy thoaght led me to
lace it on the easel, the searf of which, I must not
orget to name, is of yellow silk, and therefore lends
lbaegli well to the tones of yellow tissne paper of which
the sunflower is com At least three sbades of
paper are wired for the formation of the paper
flowers, which are com of n series of circles,
snbdivided into long, narrow petals, crinkled by
ing through the fingers, the low one bsing cut
gom {be lightest paper, and messuring from the
onter extremity of each petal about twenty inches
pcross,  Eleven or twelve rowa of pet form
the flower, and the centre is composed of a atrip of
black tissue paper, doubled down and cat inte narrow strips,
aimilacly to those prepared for cake borders, the petals and
centre geing all fastened together by a few little black
hended ateel pins. Moat of my readers are no doubt ac-
quainted with the simple process of crinkling hhelm%er, and
will find ne difficnlty in mabufactaring one of the sun-
flowers. A very pretiy rose, constructed on the same prin-
ciple, accompanied the suntlower when it reached me, the
nogonring of which would, no doubt, auit some rocma,
though searcely suitable for the use to which I have turned
ita compation, unless, perhap, some bll_wk and white draw-
ing, or pen-and-ink sketches were resting upon the easel,
in which case, ibly,  creamy white scarf would assimi-
late well with the delicate huas of the rose petals, such an
ensel being, however, coly appropriate to some very Dreaden
china-like fittinge.~~ Ladies’ Pictorial,

A UNIVERSITY DECREE.

CAxoX Barlow, the sctive young elergyman wltose nomina-
tion to the Bishopric of Nosth Queensland was objected to
by the Ausiralian bichops, because Mz Barlow possesses no
University degree, is, after all, to be consecratad Blshug.
Bishop Stanton, the former Bishop of North Queensland,
urged the matter so strongly that the objectors have given
way. North Queensland is b large diccese, and the climate
in gnrfull hot in eome parts. Mauny of the ?euple. mere-
gver, in t{e rural parts and wilds, are of the least enltured
description, sud probably would neither know por care what
& University degree means.

Firat Village Maid ; ' Do you koow the new curste has
srrived I Becond Villags Maid : * Yes, indeed I do. I saw
him get out of the train, and followed bim home from the
station ; and what do yor think ! 'When be stepped in the
mad [ ssw that horrid Miss Solffkine whip out a string, and
take tha messurement of hia footmark ; and [ bear that the
mean cat has already set to work making bim a pair of
embroidared slippers.

TIME—BUY IT.
P S —

BY LILY SHERMAN RICR

You need it badly enongh, rurely.
Yoo bhave ‘given up your munic; you
‘ ean't got ont to concerts ;' yon're ¢ too tired
to enjoy the Association meetings;' your
correspondents are * all out of patience with
yon ;" and yon * haven’t read a new hook for
six montha.’

- You buy other things freely enough, not
necessary things merely, but nnuecessary ones. Lately, to
my ocertain knowledge, you have bought & Woodatock g,
an eacalloped oyster dish, snd drapery curtains for the re.

ti m. pect you of meditating & set of fringed
table linen this very minute. Te be sure, I know all these
comforts did not come simply by the saying, Most of them
represent planning and self-denial. The oyster dish recalls
thosa chamber carpeta yon made over and put down yourself,
instead of hiring the help your goodman proposed ; the
‘Woodstoek took several months' egg money ; the drapery is
a reminder of that sultry Janaar, nghen you ‘got on’ withont
help in your kitchen. I don’t demy that you have to
scheme and contrive for the pretty things you are gradually
collecting in yoor house
scheme, yon do contrive, yon do buy them. Then why not
bu{ tima?

ou have tried saving it already, and you eeem to have
exhansted the pousibilities in theat direction. They are
pretty quiek]K exhansted, in apite of all you have said to the
contrary. That being careful of what one has will not take

the place, indefinitely, of supplying one’s self with more, is
& priociple which applies as well to leisnre as to clothing.
And there is this peculinrity about tine, as about Lealth,
that the stock is limited, What you do mot secure at once

you cannot have at all. If you cannot invite your friends
to soch a table as you would like, it is a emall matter ;
your hosband'a income may allow of your doing more for
them some timme, The bare spaces on your walle need not
disturb you ; the children may hang pictures thete for yon,
by and by. Bat the time that you zﬂ) not have now—who
shall giveit to yon? And who shall give to your husband
and children, yoar friends and your neighbours, the happy,
healthful companionship they might bave had if yon had
been mioze free from care?

You sre never so chary of money as when it is & question
of buying time. Do you realice that? You take burdem
nfter burden npon yourself, dutifally, complacenily even, sn
only there is & gain in money, and do ot think at all of the
toss in tiime, You are so glad of & chance to rip and tura
and make over, so eager to learn to do yourself what befure
you had paid some one else te do for you! Last year you
found out how much cheapasr it was to have your dresa.
making carried on in the house; this year you hope to be
able to cut and make your own guwne.

Do not misunderstand we, my friend. There is ne wish
to put s slight on the many women whose circumatances
compel thewn to much economies aa these, and to far harder
ones. But circunistances alter cases, and yours—be thank-
tul—is not such & case, To work early and late, to deny
yoursell rent and leisure Aud improvement, that your house
may be decent and urderly and your childres tidy and well-
fed, is one thing, To make the same amonut of sacrifice
for millinery aud upholstering le anvther, There is » line
somewhere, and each of us munst try to draw it, batween the
comfort which is worth working for and the fuxury which
had better be dispensed with. Aond one woman's comfort
may be another womon's luxury., *The materinlistic ten-
dency of the age ' is feltin the home Bs well as on the street.
‘Wherefore, covet sarneatly the best gifts.

And the best gifta for un all—aext to those which can
ooms ooly from the Great Glver Hinmmelf—are the gifte of
time : time to read snd study sod think snd rlau. time to
talle with onr friends, time to breathe the tresh air and
walk over the bills and liuger on the rocks by the sea, tine

nt the fact remains, you do -

to learn of the world's needs and pray for them, time to ind
reat after our work and comfort in it, time to grow strong
snd happy and helpinl and hopefn] and brave.

SPURCEON AND TME BOMNETS.

THERE is a story in Bpurgooness about the ular preacher
having onee beew reques=ted to rebuke lropn.:pthu pll:lpil the
thon prevailing fashion of invisible bonnets. He p ed
to do so ig the following manuer: 1 have been requested
te rebuke the bounets of the day,” he began Tm-
wmediately all faces were npturned, Casting & withering
glance mmnng the female portion of the congregation, he
added, * Really, T see none | in soathing aecenta. [t in juat
poasible if the dimensions of our headgear go ot inerensing
aa they threaten to do, Mr Spargeon's attention may be at-

tracted to the evila of the gigantic hat.
Ex ration is always an evil, especially in niatters of
dress, but, without doubt, the majority of women lauk

better in & large hat than in A very small one. Asfora
medinin-eized liat—ge sw'existe pos,

DRAWING-ROOM AND PUBLIC SINCINC.

BY CLBMENTIRE DE YERE.

I7 does not always follow that every girl who makes & pood
drawing-room singer ia & auccess upon the concert or vperatic
stage, and the reverse ia equally true, The home singing is
often a good preparation, though it in by no means a necen-

. eary one for the later and more professional work.
Many aingers mske the atep, direct from the con-
servitoire to the stage, though an intermediate
condition of drawing-room singing may be moet
happy in its consequences. It doubtless does give
& certain amoont of confidence, which however, 1
thiok is apt to vanish when the singer oppeara for
E:bl:ic afp];lumvn]. Shonld this be the case, she must

careful to concerl her feelings ms much as
possible, for fear begets awkwardness, und the effect
of the latter upon an audiencelia nnforiunate,

By drawing-roons singing, too, & singer's repertoire
may be extended, and, ns & singer should
adopt more than one style if abla io do so, this is
most desirable. Ballad singing, which in 80 success-
ful in a private houss, loses as much of its effective-
ness when transplanted to the atage ws do the arips
and more florid examples of eoncert and operatic
musie, if removed from their proper environment,

A ;iuod drawing-room singer can do the former
work, nhay better than the average publie
singer, but the good public singer should be able

10 sing both styles of music equally well.

The eriticism one receives in the two cases, is—
paradoxical sk it may seem —at the same time more
severe and more lenient. A paid audience is alwaya
& critical andience, and vne savete in ita judgment,
bence the public singer is mt their mercy, But—
and here is the explaoation of the paradox —
defecta which are most apparent in a drawing-
room, owing to vhe eniallness of the room and the
nearness of the aundience to the singer, are to a
certain degree lost when the singer is placed on a
platform, a little distant from herﬁ:eamu. Defects
of enunciation and phrasing, I sm alluding to, of
course ; tope snd guality must be alwaye true. A
good public ringer, will not allow herself to take
advantage of these facts, but will endeavour aslways
to have her work ms near fo perfection as she can
approach,

Anaother thing girle must remember, if they wish
to do much in the future with their voices, and
that is to avoid siagiog too much. Sing as much
for your friends a8 is wise, but avoid oing more
under mistaken idess of obligation,

And now, in conclusion, Which is the better—to
sing well at home aod in your friends’ drawing-
rooms or to a public singer, of medicers
ability? Does not the question asnswer itself ?
Mediocrity is never desirable. Good public singers
are BCATea, and althnuﬁyh geod drawibg-rvom siugers are far
from usual, the possibility of an increase in their numbers ja
rather more to be expected, A girl who caa sing well at
home, unleas she possesses ununual talent, & voice of more
thar ordinary beauty, and be in s position to receive the
best f instraction, will do well to remain there.

EXAGCERATED,
IT is fuhiouableljust oow to say that women are wanting in
liteness in public places, and true also. Mr Jones was

iscussing this subject the other day.

' You may talk as much as you plesse about the impolite-
bess of women in atreet-cars,” he declared, ' but I've been
Hding on this line for ten years now, twice a- day, and I've
y‘:yer given up my seat yot that I haven't been thanked for
i

' How many tiwee have yon given it up, do you suppose ¥
inquired his i!;:bemt,ed n.udyiwrg v ¥ P

‘Unce.’

WHOLESALK & FAMILY WAREHQUSES,
CABNEL NTREBT, OREINTURURON ;

Dl I [ ] cl AND AT DUNEDIN AND LONDON.
Larges

t Btook and best variety in the colony to choose from
oinl faoillties
Sampies, prices, mod

I 0. BROWN,
N Managor,

sold in any quaniities at WHOLKSALRE PHICKR, B
for country orders and distant customers.
ful] particulara on application.

#, HALLENBTEIN,
Chalrmay,

STIRAI':IonERS ‘:ulbinmg Chrhbwhﬁgu?m !ru&:entl at s
L] DOW Wheare ILET
or QUTFIT 0 beat ldel::o.mw:znn uoo:and olr

MESSRS SHAW, ROBINSON, AND cD.,
THE HALL, HIGHSTRELT,

a8 bolderw of Extensive Btocks, who offer taolli
Goms, mad are reliable people. ® ey by o busd
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Liadies’ %TQRY Golum.

ANNA'S LETTER,

HE factory-bells began to ring. They had
hard, sharp, ernel voices, and seomed to ery
aloud over the siill, flat countiy as u ter-
magant mistress might to her servants ;

‘let to work 1 (et to work! Get to

work I .

At the sound, yon might, had you beena
Lird or the passengar in some great balloon
fiying before the wind over the village, have seen doors open
anywhere all over the valley, and wmen, women and children
coma forth with tin cans or dinner-baskets in their hands,
and turn toward she milln Some plodded stowly alupg;
soma made great show of haate.  The ehildren ran awhile ;
then atopped to pick up green spples, chase stray pigs or

pick wildl cherries, l1:u‘l thenﬂl{m faster. ——r " .
As they passed the puat-oifice, some & in, and ean

oul lgnig with letters in their hands, !!Emh they read as

they walked on ; fur the mill people wera generally strangers
who had come from a diat to get emiploy t—foreig

of maoy nations, English and Irish mostly, but miugled

with Germauna, Swiss and Swedea,

At the clang of the bells, ore woman had appeared af the
door of & poor little house on the roadside, tn whom the
freahi, Lright morning bad not bronght either freahneya or
brightness, She was a sturdy, well-bhuilt woman, with &
Hat Danisl face and wild blue eyes, Her dress was of some
uansual woollen stuff, made with & short spare akirt and
with & jacket much Jike s man's.  On her head shie wore &
elose-kuitted hood or cap.  Her skin was fair, her hair
Haxen, and her expreasion extremely innocent.  She wonld
linve looked youny but for the brand of hotizontal lines that
trouble alwayn seta on & wotnan’a foreherd.  Comparasively
young at least, for she was past girlhood. .

She seeined to kuow everybody, but to have no intimates
amongst the other mill workers—to them she only nodded
as she went in, ¥ hen she came to the pust vflice shie puused
for & womment and stood looking in at the duor. Her feet
seemed inclined to ascend the steps, then she shovk her
haud and turned away, N

* No,’ she said ; ' Leat not make a fool of wyself.  What
did [ hear the posLinaster say yesterday ? :

*** That's Anna Danter.  Every morning for ten years
she bas stopped jor a letter, $he never gets one, but there
she comes again.”

*No; L'l not make a fool of myseli, 1 shall never get a
letter,” and ehe turned away.

Still kreping on toward the mill, she turned down to the
lower road, along which a railway ran, and took the track.
A fear uf being laughed at Lad entered her soul, and che
fagcied that if she went along with others she might hear
BLLE 0D BAY )

*Uh, there’s Anna Danner, who never gets a letter and
always asks for one.’ i L )

As she gave the little jump from & jutting rock which
waa the step from the lower road to the npper, the owner of
the store, grocer, dry-goods merchant and pustmaster, came
to his door. He held a letter in his hand and looked after
her.

* Well, if ever I' he said. ‘If that don't beat me! 'That
girl has been for a letter every day for years, and the fust
time I got one for her she goea apast. Hi, Annal Miss
Danpuer, therat Hi!"

Anna heard him. She looked over her shoulder,

* You diddn’t stop for no letter this morning I' shouted the
old man, i

Anoa's face lushed scarley, and she burried on.

fJuat as [ thought,’ she vaid. ¢ They begin to minke fun
of e as they did of ¢razy Peter in Copeuhagen, who was
always asking if the ship had conie in, See what a fool ['ve
h:en. Ohfoh!ch? .

Tlere are in the world certain still, unexpressive women
to whom ridicule would ecem the worst calamity on earth.
They can bear trouble, pain, grief ; but to be * made fun of’
hills vhem.

Anaoa was one of these.  Years before she had been en-
gaged to Klaus Ciistofer, & young eailor, who had pledged
hie eternal faith to her and theu sailed away. She had waited
aond waited, but he had not returned. She had had ollers
of wnrringe and refused them. Suoddenly she discovered,
or thonght she did, that pecple were laughiog at her
for waitivg fuor Klaus Cristofer—for belisviug he would
1ecurn ; and she left Denmark for Awmerica, to work for her
bread amongnt strangers. To one truoe friend she gave her
address. If Kinus ever eawe back or was heard of there
would be a letter fur Ler; ‘Through all those ten years she
had hoped for one ; and never Lefore had phe guessed bhaty
any one noticed none ever came for ber. Now her humilia-
tion was excensive. . .

*Why, L waut tu know ! eaid the postmaster ; ‘ehe thmlse
I'tm poking tun ab her; poor thing, she's a furriner, snd this
letter bas come a goud way. Well, | anppose she'll step in
golng back. ~ Pubr soul, she always seems so lonesome-like.

Meanwhile Anna, plodded on, ~ After awhile ahe heard a
scream from the bank overhead : A

‘ Miss Danner! Misa Dapner | Why didn’t you stap for

our letter ¥

¥ 1t was & weil-meaninyg boy who called to her. Hehada

letter from hunie and wad glud over it, aud something in the

lonely figure troubled him. L.

But she hurriedl on seeming not to hear, oniy_belwvmg
that abe was mocked again; and the boy, fearing to be
fined if he were late, ran on.

Later & man on homeback passed her, and shouted
down :

‘You don't stem to vally your letters, young women.
You don’t expect one from your beau.’

Auythiog is a joke iu the country,

Anua did not quite anderstand the worde, Lut the tone
was that in which & jest is uttered. She felt the blood rush
to her face. The will was in sight, and she saw a group of
poople lookiog at her.

' To make tun of me,” she thought.

Theu the faceof Klaus Cristofer arose before her, She
remembered his last words, his kiss, hie embrace, the (ars-
well.

‘Canitber Canls
on never meant (o

*Oh, Klaas ! Khos ! she subbed.
be that you, also, mocked me; that
voma back ; that, as the girls all said, T was s {m“"
“Anna! Aops ) shrieked twenty voices ¢ r

They were pointing at ber. 8o she thought, Pointing
a2 tha children in Copenhagen did, loug belore, at Crazy
Petor, who watched for his imaginary ahip to coms in.

The blood rushed to her face. She began to run

LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.
VERY STYLISH WEDDING LOSTUMES.

THE bride, whose wadding and going-nway dresses, with her
brrid s Loil i hion-piate this wesk,

e AP in oor fi
in & well- knolwn leader in London sociaty. She worea dress

y hoPing
to pass them and get 1o hor frame and hide hemself behi
her work,

‘Appa! Anoa! Aonal shrieked the volces, and the
fingers pointed still, and some were rurhing toward her,

Then thers waa,a nnise, & rush, a shriek beyond human
power. Bhe knew too late that their voicen, their gestures,
their wildly pointing fingers were kindly warpinga of the
danger of which ahe was unaware; that the expraas-train on
the down-track was behind her.

At dusk that evening a aolemn gronp stood about the
coonter of the old store.” The chief legal gentleman of tha
place was amonget them,

“It was awlully sudden,” said one. .

! Almost s if she wanted it to happen,’ said another,

‘No; she was thinking of something eles,’ said a woman.
“ She acted dazed-like,’

' And you think itCs sart of juatifiable for us to open the
letter, equire? maked the postniaster. .

‘Yes. In that way you may know who her friends are,
and notify then,’ replied the squire.

Then silence fell apon the gronp, and the red sesl of the
travel-worn envelope was opened, and one of the workmen
presant, who came finma Denmark, offered to interpret.

This is what ke read ;—

m; t boloved, the tima has e walti
weAar:l-?r.n'lnmy ltnﬁvs heart lfndn Eﬂwer :hnng.gg? " }ngmﬂggrﬁg ag;{:il nlg
Cﬂmnhagen. and my firat love is my last,

lson has seen you and knows you live and are in health, T send
the money for your journey. Come home and we will be married
at onca, i have so mnch to tell that cannot be written, but most
of all this: X love you—I love you, and I know you love me.
S Your betrothed husband,
- Kravs CRISTOFER.

* She came here avery morning for ten years and never got
8 lester,’ said the old poatmaster. ¢ Aud here it is atlast,
and she can’t know. It does seems hard.’

But perhaps Anna knew ; for if her freed soul eonld £go
whither it chose, it Hew back to Copennagen and Klaus
Crintofer.

A LONG NAME.

THERE is a young girl who has recently entaved rociety,
wha, if she should write her name out in foll would write it
romething like this: ¢ Anna Lucy Cecilin Lillian Virginin
Katherine Helen Jones." Notthat this yonng girl's parenta
bad a fancy for piling the names np for sheir only daoghter
in this way ; not that she had so many diztinguished ances-
tore to he perpetuated «id it happen that slie was christened
to death in this way. The story iaone thatis not s cenumon
one, and she tells it herself in something this WRY i—

*Mamma ig a very High Churchwomsn and wea anxions
that the christening ceremony shonld be performed shortly
after my hirth. A list of names wae written out and
handed to her to indicnte her preference from.  She placed
a mark over againet the name Cecilia, which was the one
sbe wished to have me bear. Now, the rector of the chnreh
was & young man not used to all the offices of his profes-
sion, end he was naturally somewhat abashed at having an
infant placed in his arms for the ceremony. - At the same
time, & slip of paper was handed him with the name I was
to bear marked, but in some way he misunderstood the
direckions, and, zealous of doing his_entire daty, he began
at the head of the list and solemnly piled every name on the
paper on top of my bald head.

‘ My father tried very hard, he says, to shat him off, but
without any success ; therefore it remains to this day that
my baptismal name is Anna Luey Ceeilin Lillian Yirginia
Katherine Helen.’ .

*

A LATTER DAY HERO.

THE heroic "run’ of a dying engineer on his locomotive is g
remarkable example of the power of & human will and re-
solute senee of duty, to prolong the vitel vibration of the
last clock stroke of life, The man anddenly felt the Bymp-
toms of paralysis, whila ronning on the 10ad and knew it
meaut death (as it had proved to several of hin relations),
He felt that he mnat hold ont to reach the nexi atation, and
be able to stop his engine there, or it would dash past and
create dienster.  Consulting his wateh he puot on what
speed he could, warned his fireman what to do in case he
fell, and flew onward, feeling every moment the fatal numb-
nesa creeping up hia limbs. He'had just power of motion
enongh to pull the shot.off with Nis hand (the other being
helpless) when the next station was reached. The train
stopped and he was lifted off kis engine aod died in & fow
winutes,

MR CLADSTONE AS A 80Y.

JouN GLADSTONE, the father of the ex-Premior of Great
Britain, trained biyv children 1o give a reason for every
opinion they offered. It was in this way that Wm. E,
Gladstone was early trained in debate. On one occasion
William and his sieter Mary disputed as to where a certain
picture ought to be hu:dg. An old Scotch servant came in
with a ladder, and stood ivrerolute while the arguipent pro.
gressed, bot aa Misa Mary would not wield, William
gallantly ceased frun the speech, thongh unconvinced, of
course. - The servant then hung up the picture whers the
young lady ordered, but when he had doae this he crossed
the room and hammered & nail into the opposite wall, He
wan asked why be did this, ' Aweel, Misa, that will do to
hang the picture on when ye'll have come round to Master
Willie's npeenion.’ The fumily generally did come round to
William's , for the 1 of his tongue.fencing
ware wonderful, and his father who admired a clever foint
aa much as & straight thrust never failed to sucourage him
by eaying, *Hear, hear1 Well said | Wel) put, Willie ¥
i1 the young debuater bore bimself well in the encounter.

FLAG BRAND BAUCE. —Try it, the best in the maiket.
Ha¥wako Hros.. Christohurah. —{ApvT,

of white satin, skirt entirely covered with point de
and edged with & rache of orapge blossom ; bodice
raped with monaseline de ohiffon mga orange blossomn
Her veil was fastened with three diamond stara. She
wore & magnificent gold bracelet, on which was inscribed her
name in diamonds (the gift of the Lenantry) and carried &
bonquet of choite whitesxoticn The bridesmaid’s costames
consisted of ivory-coloured surah with gold and aflver
zonaves and girdiea. Ten of the bridesmaids wove veils,
and the twe younger ones hata. They earried bonguets of
Eo]d and white chr themumes, and wore gold knotted
rooches with pearls and dianionds (both the gifta of the
bridegroom). Sixteen of tha Bunday-school ¢hildren, all
d in scatlet cloaks, white aprons, ssilor hats, and red
ribbons, seattered Howers as the bridal pair left the chureh.
Alfter the cerenony & reception was held at Ashton Conrt,
and later in the afterncon the bappy pair left en rowte for
the Continent, where the honeymoon will ba apent. The
bride’s travelling costn isted of electrie-blue eloth and
velvet, trimmed with beaver and very rich passementerie,
with jacket mnd bonnet to match,

THE DUKE OF FIFE,

EVERYONE who is broughtinto contact with the Duke of
File is more or less charmed with his pleasant, open
manners, and most of us can qnite understand bis bhav '3
attracted the girlish fancy of Princess Louise some Fears
ago-—that girlish fancy which haa ince ripened inta the
deeply rocted love of an admiring wife.

he )ittle natural tonch ab the end of his address at bhe
meeting of the Aborigines’ Protestion Society was delightiul,
It would have been such no easy thing to bave allnded in
rather etilted Ianguage to the event which had bappened at
Sheen and, considering the charncter of the meeting, niany
speakers would have considered it the proper thing.

The more excellent way which the Duke of Fife chose,
however, was the “one toach of nature which makes the
whole world kin." As soou as he, in the capacity of chair-
man had advocated to the fnll the protection of t{e natives
abroad, he apparently falt his duty was doge, and began to
wish himeelf st horve. A few resolutivns were proposed
and seconded, and then ihe Dnke rimply scated * Ha waa
sure they wonld well nnderstand bis anxisty to retmp to
his wife and child as soon as possible

ADYANCED RUSSIAN LADIES.

Russia, so far bebind other vomntries in Enrope in other
respects, is at all events in advaace s regards female eman-
cipation, of which there is just another proof, By Imperia)
uknase it has now been settled that in fotnre female physi-
cians may prackise everywhera within the Rnssian Empire,
provided they wear a badge snpplied by the Crown, indica.
tive of their calling. Moreover, women are to enjoy apecial
privileges on pracuising in female hospitals, as well as chari-
table institotions, %ymnuig and schools for_young women
Finally, the nkase Tays down apecial regnlations for the ap-
pearance and giving evidence in coutt of femala physicians,
80 that womanly modesty shall not be ontraged %:y some
impertinent cross-examiner; and this lesson comea to ns
from * Barbarian’ Russia.

At present 220 lady students are studying at universities
in Switzerland, of whom & are studying law, 156 medicine
and 67 philosophy. Most of then, in fact more than half,
are Russian.

PRINGE BisMARCK declares that he wishes it might be pos.
eible for him to travel about Germany withont atiracting
attention. ‘My ideal is," he one day maid, *to be able to
walk about Hamburg without seeing a pingle bead turned
to look At me.’

Soch B declaration is full of & aiml‘}':le and sweet humility,
but it is & question wkether the Prince would not regret
t?e incense of public recognition if he were really deprived
of it, .

A natural wish to avoid being mobbed by the vulgar herd
haa almost become & mopomania with the poet Tenuyson.
Yot even he ia capable of & pang when the apnoyance is
denied him,

One day be was taking a eountry walk with » friend, when
& man was espied in the distance.

“ We must turn back,” said the poet.
to waylay us.’

His companion, however, persuaded himn to continne bis
walk. They uvertook the enemy, and passed him ; he took
not the least notice of them,

‘ What an extraordinary thing1' eried the irate poek.
* The fellow seeme to have no ides who I am 1

PORTUCAL'S EXTRAVAGANT QUEEN.

THE (ueen Dowager of Portugal, an Ttalian Princess, mar-
ried at the age of fifteen, was very extravagant in her ideas,
Ibis I‘epﬂrt;f that on one occasion she broonght home from
Paris l,OOD‘Fairs of shoes.  On another occasion she ordered
sixty-nine dresses from Worth and on the way home they
were loat at ses. Not discommoded in the least, she dupli-
cated the vrder.

‘ Thnﬁ fellow means

THE POTATO,

Dr. JonnsoN waa once seated io the midst of a large dinner
arty. Ho inadvertensly placed in his mouth s hot potato ;

Eulﬁ, suddenly ejecting it, he turned to the hostess witl this

remark, * Madan, s feol would have burned himsell.'

ARTIFICIAL FLOWEHS, PLANTS AND FERNS for the draw-
ing-room, dining roomn, and hall. Mis POPE has s splendid
asoriment.  Art Neellework asnd Fancy Hepos'tory
Morten's Bnildings, CHRISTCHURCLL
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THE HELENYILLE BURCLAR.

—_—
gy HE train rolled in two hours late. That
meant two houra after dinner-time.

* Helenville ' Helenvifle /' shouted the
officioun brakeman, as he sunpicioualy eyed
an nneasy passenger in the act of tripping
over & baskat, two bundles and an nmbrells
in his haste to leave the sooty ear.

It was drizzlingly gloomy when Burtt
Farrand emerged upon the platform, and the weather was
80 uncomfortable that he allowed himeelf to be put into a
coach, and, contrary to bis usaal custom, drove to the
hotel. He was a tall, rabust youog man, about eighteen or
nineteen years old, and was dressed very plainly—in fact,
rather queerly.

Burtt was an euthasiastic mineral collector, - He had the
beat cabinet ever made by a student in his cotlege, and he
had come to Helenville during his vacation, to get a few of
those gorgenus qoartzes for which the Helenville eop%er-
mine had ieen famous. He wore a faded blue, soft felt hat
ernshed over his eyes, an old blue coat and flannel shirt, blue
trousers that had seen their better days in many a mine,
and rubber-soled tennis shoes. He car-
ried an old leather bag with just room
eonough for a few neceesities of life, two
chisels and bis pet four-pound geologist’s
hammer. Thess implements, ae they
bagged at the bottom, might easily have
given the impression of workmen’s tools,

As he stepped iato the ‘’bus,’ he did
not notice the nnusual crowd on the plak-
form, nor the whispers and gestures that
were evidently directed toward him, Had
he been listening, be would have heard o
atation loafer say :

‘That's him! No doabt abont it
What cheek '

The coach filled up. Then, for the
fieat time, Borte noticed that everyone
looked at him with fixed and anapicions
gaze,

¢ This is very strange !’ he anid to him-
nelt. I guess these natives have never
seen & mineral crank before. I wonder if
anything is the matter with my clothes

fle took off hia hat and examined it
shifted uneasily under the prolonged
scrutiny, and was vexed wiml[: himself
that he niinded it, and still more so0 that
he finally blushed.

When at last the lumbering vehicle
atopped in front of the hotsl, the crowd
seemed disproportionately enormous for
sosmnlln{) ace. The jostling men parted,
as Bartt thought, respectfully, to let him
through when he went to sign his name
at the devk,

' Perbaps they take me for & prince
travelling incoe.,’ be thought.

‘ Dinner, sir ¥ asked the clerk, with a
look as if he were inspecting 8 caged animal.
register?
your bag Y

¢ N-uo,” atammered Lhe nonplossed lad. ¢ Y.es,—that is,
Tl have dinner and a room for the night ; but I'll keep my
bag, thank you. Which way to the dining-room? By the
way, what's all this fuse sbout? Local election, o1 hassome
show cowe to town ¥

' They say some shoic has come to town,' anewered the
clerk, with & sardonic swile.  * That wo, Bill, eh ¥ he added
turning to & brawny, black-haired citizen near Burtt.

*Yaaa, you've hit i¢.’

That's good. 1'm elad of it. T'll hear all aboat it after
dioner. That way, did you eay? So airily passing the
matter aver, Burtt Farrand went in to dinver. All eyes
followed hiu as he clung to his bag.

*Juast my %uud luck tu get here in time for soine excite-
ment ' Bo thowght Liurté, ae he took up the bill of fare.
He made up his mind to see the ‘show,’ whatever it was, in
the evening.

* Hut how zumer!v they nact!
think they tonk e for the show."
the people aseemed to justify his observation. All the
women waiters in the hotel looked at him as he ate his
dinper, trying to look unconscious, These girls pointed,
whinpered, giggled and looked scared. They wade them-
sclvea thotouelily obnoxicus to him,

Men, too, seemed to think the diniug roons w centre of
intereat. They swarmed through as if it were the hall. A
plemnt-lnoking man came and talked with him as he ate—
1t wan the Fm[lrietor of the hotel—and plied him with what
scgmed to Burtt impertinent parsonal questions,  Every five
minutes the brawny man with the shock of black bair looked
in, s if to make aure his game wan snfe,

1 Will you
M —m, guess you won't need a room here. Take

thought he. *I shouwld
In truth, the actions of

To say that these novel proceedings (!mzzled the simple-
minded sollestor would be making & mild etatement, but b
tha time he had Anished his dessert he had made ap his
mind to enter into the spirit of the fun, whatever it might
be, and to carey his %m. thmngh at all hazards,

¢ What time do they play? Burit nonchelantly. asked
the observant clerk after dinner, while eight or tén mus-
coler men hung like leeches on his words,

*Oh, pretty soon,’ said the clerk, significantly. * Have
you ever boen here before ¥ Then he flashed a Took at the
unconscioun boy, and his ?uest.inn seemed to ring triom-
phant, as if it were an abeolate poser. )

“Well, no, and if it continoes to rain like this, T won't
come here again. Bay, do you fellows have yonr shows in
the afternoon so a8 to turn in at eight? This waa Burit's

vser. He burst into s hearty laugh, but it was a solo,
one of his hearers joined in it.

“Yes, abont once & year. We are glad to have you pre-
sent when the cortain is rung up. Hey, boyn ¥ said the
sardonie elerk, nodding to the stalwart men behind Buortt.

* Cooldn’t go on witguut him ! one grufl voice growled.

This was Sanserit to Burtt. He pozzied awhile, then
threw the conundrum_off, and ejacuolated, * Oh, bother the
rain1 I’ll take a stroll in spite of it. Can you lend me an
umbrella? Where are the mines? 1n the enthusisem of
his hobby he easily forgot the situation. He longed to get
his hammer at work, and find some fine specimens.

The clerk east an interrogatory lock at the big man be-
hind Burtt. The glance was answered with a nod. The
hote! official then ﬁmnght out a huge bombazine wreck, and
banded it to Burtt with a sarcastic bow.

*1t's a pretiy old urabrella, but be sure yon bring it dack,’
he paid, portentously. * Isn't it rather wet to take a trip to
the mines * Leave your bag, sir ¥

There was another breathless pause in the room. All

THE HELENYVILLE RAILWAY BTATION.

sounds seenved hushed when these two talked. Burtt might
have been a prince, at least, if silence ix a mark of defer-
ence,

*Uh, no, not s bit," Bartt's veice cheerfully mnE. “T've
been outin woree weather than this many a time. 1'm after
specimens, minerals, you know, artz crystals’' He
emphasised the last two words, as he observed a look of
nhmistakable incredulity etealing over the face opposite
him, sl then reflssted around the entire room.

'l be_back for supper, auywsy. Excose me, gentle-
men,' He had waved the wen back. He passed through
the collected crowd in the street, wotioning them aside
with hia bead and hand, Ha was a strong, athletio fellow,
one of the awell football team.

Hin eyes gleamed. ‘Things were gnin]g toe far, He didn't
underatand it, but he was not to be fooled with.

When they were left behind, he awunng np the strest to-
ward the mines with & long, easy atride. ‘The rein fell more
hearily, but he was glad to get out of the oppressive atmo-
sphere. Boon, breaking into a whistle, he dieappeared into
the woods. The dumpa wera not far away. The umbrella
scarcely covered him. Bpecimens seered scarce, and the
drizzle was penetrative. The hottest euthusinam can be
put out by a steady rain.

Burtt entered ihe shaft of the mine with & soeaking
motion, for he felt himself watched. He looked aronnd often
amd though he saw bo one, he had a criminal feeling for the
first time in his life—the sensation that comes when one
suspects that hisliberty is bainfg outraged br a paid *shadow.*
He felt thas he wuat be out of the possibility of being seen
at suy coat, o he went deeper into the mine until the day-
light was dim.

The shaft ran horizontally into the mountain. He saw
the reflection from mony & facet here and there. Helea-
ville quartzes are peculiar in that they project from their

hal,

matrix—thet is, from the galenite and pyrita—like
?ll:’ﬂh from & porcopine. They briatle, transparent as glass,
o & ryimy and golden background. They are not
but perfect, with faces cut as clearly as if they were
pelished to order by an A dam di d-entt
Bartt foand no sach perfect quartzss here. They had
bean worked out several years ore, and were now rare ;.
but he picked out the best e?n..h he bad so far seen. He
stuffed them into his bag and pockets and started back to-

wown.
When he emerged 0, the highway, hiz thoughts were
directed from his ubiul:s?to an e;gprou w mf: seomed

to atand ready to meet bim. The rain had ceassd, and he
walked fast and faster, slatching the nmbralla vader hia
arm.

¢ They seem to be looking for someons,” he thonght, and
dismissed the wi froms his mind ; but as be turned down.
the rcad, he heard the waggon following. He carelesaly
turned his head, Every eye in that conveyance was onin-
ou.l*direcmd wpon him.

*Well, well! They are after me, sare snongh! What
on sarth are they np to? muttered the astonished boy.
* We'll bave some fun, sny way.'

He quickened his pace. . The waggon had fonr men in i,
and they urged the horse, keeping about a hnndred yards
behind him. Bartt, his a{‘u d g with fun, lerated
bis pace into a jog-trot. The horsa was whipped op. Burtt
then broke into m good run. By this time the qunadroped
was trotting with great speed.

‘1l make them puff for it! His college spirit burst
forth as he gathered himself for a apmrt that hie *eleven’
would have recognized.

Away he dashed, breaking down a side street, The horse
glloped mm‘llﬁ after him, nrged by whip and shonts, The

¥ gaived. He turned up to the woods now, forgetting in
his excitement that he had no reason to wish 1o escape.

*Stop him !} Thers hejn nnf oat from the waggon.

¢ Don’t shoot yet ! Cut him off '

One man, two men, three men joined the hunt. The
chase was now all uphill. 1t grew hard. The bag, the full
pockets and the umbrella were heavy. He was handicapped
and panting. The runping men wera left behind, but the

on now gained rapidly. Should he etop? Should he
give in? At that moment a voice yelled : '

¢ Go another step, and we'll shoot.”

He looked bebiud. Three revolvera were levelled at him.
Thia was no longer fun, but dead earnest, and Burtt Far-
rand atopped. He was of the kind who take pleasantriea.
with a laagh, bot this had beaten all his experiences of that
sort. But he did not lose his self-possession nor his salf-
confident emile.

At thet morment the waggon halted, Three men jumped

out and ruebed upon him. One seized his
tight arm, another hia left ; both thrust
istols into his face, while the third made
eadpemte dashes at his bmlging pockets.
am hng The black-haired, burly leader,
whom he now recognised, brokein. *Your
game is np, You may as well come alon,
guietly. Wae've gol you and the stuif,
boo,;‘s ancing at pockets and bag.

¢ Well, who do you think 1 am?* un-
dauntedly asked the prisoner.

* We don't think, we know /" .

¢ Know ¥ said Burtt, sarcastically, ‘what.
do you koow?! WhoamI?

* Why, the third wan,’ answered all
three, in chorns.

* The third what T

¢ The third crook, she third burglar.’

¢fOho!" eried Burtt, the real facts of
the situation beginning to dawn wpon him
for the Hrst time. *VYou take me for a
burglar, do you? Prayexplain yourselves,
gentlemen.”

¢ Now, it’a no nse t

ing to out of it,”
their chief nontinued.ry} You’r%eftool enough
to keep on the same clothes, even the same
ahoes,” glancing down at the bedraggled
but innocent tennis shoes. * Them is the-
tracks wa followed this moming, That-
80! He locked at the others,

* Yes,’ anewered one. * Them isthe iden-
tical tracke that was found in the back-
yard of the bank and nnder the stove
winder. He's the same chap, sure 'nongh,
1 see him ruoning wway before the others.
were cavght. You think you're mighty
cool and safe, comin’ to town in the Brat-
train, innocent like," he said, looking at.
Bartt, *but that dida't work, hey? Not with o We-
spotted you last night ; that's the trouble.” .

*Look here? Burit's face suddenly became merious.
* You are making a big, foolich mistake, I am no thief. I
am & mioeralogist, and the son of the Rev. Dr. W. 8.
Farrand, of Anesdale. 1never saw this miserable town be—
fore, and never will again, and if ‘you don't locsen my arms,
and let me go,—I'll walk guietiy enough to the hotel, or
ride never fear,-—1’ll prosecute you, I'll sue you for demagen!”

He epoke so earnestly and honestly that they balted,
locked over him, whispered together and then the leader
said

*You come with us quietly ; no nonsense, We'll take the

bl%. It will be all right, if you're nll right.”

hey put him ioto the waggon. He sat on the front seat
with the driver. The three stood up behind, resting their
hands on the shoulders of the two sitting down,

When they reached the town the whole pupulace evidently
was out, Tge burglar was cnughtl There wers cheers for
the clever detective. The ple hooted and yelled as the
waggon with difficulty made ite way %o the hote), Some of
them had been on the chase vince two o'clock in the morn-
ing. They recognized the escaped thief.

'"Yes, that’s bim 1’ :

' Mighty smart $o conie back for bis plunder 1

! You're catched, this time ¥ .

' Bhall we sawing him up, boys?'

Theee cries were not caleulated to cheer the belated:
mineralegist. How could he get ont of it? What wouldn's
that ]nwlgeu ¢rowd do in their vengeance ¥

At the hote! the excitement was prodigions. All three of
the burglars, whose daring theft had convulsed this lenden
village, were now captured. What s glory for the local
policel The money and watches could not be far. The
confession of this Iast confedorate would locate the spot
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hospitable frisnds, the fact of whoae residence there during

where they were hidden. Perhapa they wore in his pookets
and bag. “At that moment the clork looked np ionaly
at the fallen hero }

<1 thpught yon would bring tha ambrella batk," he said.
*1 guees | needn't prepare yuur room > A laugh arose
at thie sally.

In despair Bartt beckoned him to come nearer.

tLook hers,” he said ; ‘I must send u telegram off.” He
fashed & contemptuocus look st the sheriff. ¢ Then take me
1o the gaol it your peril ¥’ )

His esptors lnnghed. No cne thonght that a mistake
could bave been made. They had forgotten their momen-
tary doubts in the applacse of their admirers

he clerk duabicualy teok the telegram from the boy's
and and promised to send it. [ ran thus:

Dr. W. 8. Farrand, Editorial Hooma of Amleadale Religious
Influcncer,

1 ain in & Ax. Havo bheen arrested for a burglar. Put in gaol.

Bend word immediately or come to identify your son.
BURTT FARRAND.

Burtt stipped a hali-crown into the hands of the clerk, who
eyed it suspiciously, as if he thought it might be counter-
feit. Bttt now breathed more freely. hataver came
could not last long. But the ibility of one night in gaol,
and of the boys getting hold of the fact that he was arrested

aa & burglar acted as dampers to hia rising buoyancy. He .

knew it would never be forgotten at cnllege, and he sadly
saw in his inagination cartoons in the Cpllege News, and
#qnibs in the Junior periodical.
< We'll put him in Number Three,’ whispered the gruff,
black-baired man, with bis hand on Burtt's ann, to the bank
preaident. S ; R
" Have you got the cash ¥’ waa asked quoistly, in return.
«No, There was roeks in his pocketa and bag. A clever
dodge vo throw us oll the scent. We'll run it down yet
Don't yon worry.” .
¢« All'right,’ was the hopefal response, * Guard him eare-
fully, or the boys will get after him. They are terribly
angry now.’ i : .
go they were, Lt was best to whip np the jaded hores again.
The gaol was at the other end of the town. An egg broke
on Burtt’s cost ; jeers echoed on all sides. The officers pro-
tected him by sarrounding hine.
Two hours and & balf after Bartt Farrand had come to
Helenville, a bappy, hopeful, innocent seeker uiter quartz
crystals, he was locked up in cell Number Three in the town

aol.
" ever before since & mob had assembled to prevent the
paintiog of the Helenville achool-house any other coloar than

ellow, or at least rince the “great’ town-meeting was held to
Xecida about continuing to ring the nine o’clock bell, had this
tranquil town been thrown into soch perturbation.  Its only
bankand jewellerystore had beencompletely sacked. Two of
the audaciouavillains had been captured imwediaselyafter the
rabbery. The third, who had been seen and closely pursued
by several, had escaped. He had the treasure. Kxpecting
a detective, the populace had torned out to wateh the train.
Burit'a irregular appearaunce, tallyiog closel.y. even doym to
his shoes, with the description of the thief, immediately
turned the snspicion of the local police and town against
him. He was dogged, permiited to go, as the 1people
supposed, to get his plander, and now was securely locked

up. .-

F.Dnrimz this hubbub, in which the entire village had
joined—for real excitement was only to be had there once
in two or three years—an old zentleman and ngnnng lady
walked up to the desk at the otfice of the hotel and examined
the list of arrivals for that day. } )

© Why, Iather? exclaimed the pretty girl, ‘if Barts
Farrand isn't here! See, hers is his name in bis own
writing. He wrots me he mizht come at any time this
aummer.”

tThat's good. We'll hunt him up,” answered her father.
¢« What room did you put Mr Farrand in? he said to the
clerk, pointing to the name.

“That? Why, that’s no real name! It's some bogus
alina, He's the thief! They have got him in the lock-up
now, He's juat been carried there, He's one of the three
that made the break last night.”

The old man conld only utter an inarticulate * Whew I’
The danghter locked at her father blaukly; them her
face Emdually brightened, and she finatly burst into a hearty

lan !

‘%Vhlt. a splendid joke on Mr Farrand ! He will never
hear the last of it. hy, you've made & perfectly ridicn-
lous mistake,' she eaid, turning to the bewildered ¢lerk,
< That ie cur friend, Burtt Farrand, That's his hand-
writing. He is the son of the editor of the Religious In-

éuerm.r. What a joke on Helenville! What a joke on
arkt !’
She burst into another peal of langhter in which her father
gaily joined, . i . .

« We will iave to get him out immediately,’ 3aid the old
gentleman. ~

+ Here ia & telogram he gave me,’said tha clerk, beg-‘m-
ning to look sheepish. *I thonght it wae & blaff, and didn’¢
gend it. Will you look at it, sir ¥

He prodoced from his pocket o paper that looked as if it
had gone the rounds of Lfty dirty hands. This the father
and daughter read. The handwritiog was Burtt's, beyond
& doubt, and they laughed again.

* He has got & pretty apecimen this time,’ said the young
Iady. ‘Do goand let{nim ont, papa. Hurry ¥

In aboat hifteen mioutes Burtt Farrand, lookiog pale and
decidedly the werse for his inearceration, was bowing hia
thanks to his old friend. Tn ten minutes more the town
bod heard of the mistake, Apologies were profuse. The
young guest bad become the martys and hers of the hour.

*You see, yuu answered to the description almost to a
dot,” said the hotel proprietor, trying to find an excose for
his part in the matt *Same plexion, same height,
same clothes, same shoes.  We thought you supposed lyon
were unrecognised last night and so ventured ta town boldly
tp get your plunder and rescue your pale. When you ran,
that settled it. You oughtn’t to have run, .

The *detectives’ were marched in and mumbled their
“p?lﬁﬁ';' made & good burglar, anyhow,” said the black-
baived man, as he mada his way cut again amid the taunts

he fickle crowd,

d'bwell,' said the proprietor, half to the crowd and hall to
Durtt, * we'll bave to maks it up to you somehow, ‘What
do you want by way of & sst.oif ¥

“Quartz arystals,” sald Burtt. ¢ That's what I came here

‘oﬁ:tr.tb remained two or thres days at the house of hin

" ball.

the anu had quaite forgotten when his difficulty over-
wok him,

When he wont to the stativn to take his departure the
town had torned out in; end upon the platform wers
neveral bulky boxes marked with his sddress. All the local
hoards of guartz erystals had been dispoiled of their best
specimenn for his benefit. They had lLeen brought to the
station in the sare waggon and by the sarue horse which
had puraugd him on the rosd—both decorased for the oc-
easion.

* Well,’ anid Burte, as he glanced atthe boxes, * 1 don't
know but I'm glad I ran, after all '
Herreat D, WaRD.
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LITTLE PEOPLE'S LETTERS.

SOLUTION OF PICTURE PUZTLE,

THE LIVING SNOWBALL.

Dear CousiN KATE,—Youa should have heard the yells
of delight when Robin Hill first saw snow. He had lived
all hia sbort life in Wellington, and was spending his winter
bolidays in Dunedin.  One momning, on looking out of the
window, he saw that the gronnd and the trees were covered
with snow. He became so excited that he could hardly
wait to put his clothes on.. As his aunt whoee place he
stayed ab, lived in the country abont two miles out of town,
there were not many boys whom_ KRobin eould play with,
80 on this worning he had to play by himself, ang he made
snowballs and pelted them at the fence, Then the suow
looked so tempting that he thought he would like
a_roll in it, forgettiog that he was on the side of a
hill. So be rolled and rolled down the hill tiil he
eame to the foot. Ii you had seem him ¢hen yon
wouldn’t have thought there was a boy at all.  There
was just mm immenze enowhball, with two boots stick-
ing ont at one end, and head at the otherend. Robinmighs
have atopped there till the enow melted if his howls had not
been heard by a labourer who wea going past. This man
had a apade with him, and he scon dug Robin ont. Robin
was almost frozeu, and he had a fow braises, but he managed
to limp back o the house, He never wanted to see snow so
much after that.—ZoE, Wellington.

[DEAR ZOE,—What a very nicelittle sto:iy you have made
out of the pazzle! It was bis father who dug him oet, bat
your idea is very good, too. 1 hope to hear from yon again,
—CousiN KATE ]

Dear CousiN EATE,—It was winter and the anow wae
on the ground. A boy stood with his hands in his pocketa
as if considering what to do for amusement. At last he
seemed to have come to a conclusion, for he rolled over on
the snow-covered groand till he was in she cantre of a snow-
He continued to roll for soms time, when he came in
contact with a fence. A wan, apparently his father, came
to the resens, and with a small spads dug him ont. The
boy seemed ta be very frightenad, —8.11.5,” Bay of Islands.

Dear CousiN KaTe,—One day Jack Brown woke up
and went to the door, and the ground was covered in snow.
He had never seen anow before, and he was frightened, and
didn’t want to go to sshool, but his father made him go, so
off be went. Hehad to go down a hill, and as he was going
down the path he alipped a little way ; then he thought it
very nice, 80 he got up snd slid down, and once he elid further
than he thought, and he rolled over, and over, and over, and
as he relled the snow stuck to him so tight that when he
got to she bottom he was like a big ronnd snowball. He
sereamed, but nobody heard him, and sereamed tilk he conld
acream no more, for he was so cold. At dinner he
was missing, and thugodthonghb lle had been throw-
ing snowballs at somebody, or he had fumbled into m
diteh, so Mr Brown went to look for him. When
he got to the top of the hill he saw a snowman. He
thought his son had pub it there sndr!uyed the tally,
20 he thought he would stand it up and frighten his son
when he came back. He went down to it and tried to stand
it np. ‘T his surprise he foand out it was his own son, with
one%eg sticking out one end, and hin hesad sticking out the
othier, and his armssticking ont both sides. He got a spade
and dug him oat of the snow, then he got some anow and
rubbed, hix arme and legs and face; then he took him home
0 bed. —BELLE ALLEN, aged § years. Picton.

I have never been to school before, but perhaps 1 may go
next year.

[Yoars is a most amusing little atory, Betle, and & very

guess, too.  You are the next youngeat wil(? has written
it out correctly. I hope yom will write again.—CouUsIN
Kare.]

DeAR Cousin KATE,—1 read the GRAPHIC, and like it
very much. T do not go to achool, but we havae a governeas
who teaches ua at home. Iam in the Second Standard, 1
have two sisters older than myeell ; they both learn the
violin nnd the piano. I will give the readers a riddle to
guesn: * As [ was going o’er London bridge I met a London
scholar ; he took off his hat and drew off his glove; and
what was his name '—AMY SINCLAIK, aged 9. 3lenheim.

QLD COLONISTS, MERCHANTS, AND UTHERS INTERESTED,
=Ond Pmlt.nE: Htampa from leiters datod from 1850 to 1868 are of
valuc. some belug worth from 3d mdo:. 1o 302 oach. Weare cash

urghasora of aii Old Austrak

ash sentby return. STamr CoLLgcrors. The Improved Biamp
Album Nao, ©); bost and chonpest ever madebln:l notwithstanding
which we will glve with cach album aold 50 stampa enclosed in
pocket inside cover, Price 25 3d post froe. Colloctors send for
Ahppﬂ;v.] Sheets,—A. K, Laxe & Cop., 207, High-street, Christ
ohurch.

OUR FAVOURITES.

————

1 “'EJ T fa placing our horses in rather & bumble posi-

AW yion is i.: 0ok ? to bring them in &t the very end
of my litvle storiea about our pets, but you nee
they really belong to father, and vhough we ail
ars fond of them, they ars kept for use, and
not just for our own pleasors, as is the case
with the others.  We have had Kip for years
and years, sver since I can remesmber, and now
:h:hu old, a.ll:d onll does a little work, but
ather says he will never part with her, but
feed her and take care of her aven Whel:lalh! in of no nee,
for she has done her best for him all these years, Her real
NANE WAn * Lassie’ when we EM ber, but father stways calla
* Kip, lass, kip, lass,” whon he wants to feed ber, and so
IDI'I?G'J,DW her own name was dropped, and we all call hor
'Kip." She is dark brown, and very pretiily shaped, with
such & pretiy head, and the wiseat, dearest Iace sver pos.
sessed by a horee. She is a0 sensible, she seems to unnder-
stand every word that is said to ber. She has plenty of
spirit, but is so quiet with the children. One day, w"‘nen
Moliie and Guy were very wmall, we fonud thewm standing
with Kip in the back yard, Mollie by Ler side with & soap
dieh l'nll_ of warm water in one haod, and & nail brash
with which she was scrabbing Kip's legs in the other, while
was actually onder her, busily engaged in spongiog her
y. the pony standing quite still, her praceful neck
archied as she taroed her head to see what they were doing,
and watched them with her big soft brown eyes. Guy
someotimes leads ber a sad life, making a most wonderfnl
bridle and bis with the aid of string and a few links of old
chain, which somehow cams into his possession, and he
eanters about the paddock, hisshort fat lege stretched aeross
Kip's bare back, to bis'own great delight, but not 10 bers,
1 am afraid, But she is & verg indulgens old Indy, and
zeem?fready to give him plensure even when at nome cuet to
arself.

Father had one horse which mother Jiked very mnch, bnt
father never eared much for him—a big wl:ita?allow called
“Shamrock,’ He was devoted to father, and wonld hear his
footsteps when he was quite a long way off, and wonld neigh
with pleasure till father came up ‘te him, when he would
rub his head against him in the most affectionate manner,
Sometimes in the evening when it was quite dark, and
father was out, we would hear Shamrock neigh, and mother
would say, ‘ That must be father coming,’ and Shamrock
was always right, for in & few minntes we would hear the
front gate bang, and then the door would open sod father
would come in. He bad sach a fanny way of kueeling
down to drink if any water he wished to reach was too low
down for him to get at it easily, and nnless yon knew what
he was going to do, he was very apt to send you flying over
his head when he snddenly popped down on his kuees, and
you felt as if he was going Lo double up.

. We have got Selim now instead of Shamrock, He is all
vight as & horge, bt not an stom interesting as a pet. He
allows Kip to bounce him to any extent. %nmsu own she
is very greedy, and unless their feed boxes ara well-separ-
ated, he has to submib t seeing her eat iis feed, and then
go happily off to her own. He does not seem to care for
any of us, and I am sure none of us, except father, have the
slightest regard for him, There ia such a difference in
horses’ characters, Bome are so interesting and lovable,
and others are not the least attractive,

Guoy eame home one day in a great state of excitement,
beggiog muther to give him nixpence. 1 Lelieve he promised
tn be goad for the rest of his life if orly mother would give
him the longed for pennies,  Voor mother was not averjoyed
when she henrd that with this wealth he desired to purchase
two white rats, which & boy was willing to eell to him : but
Guy’s heart was 50 set on being the possessor of the coveted
rate thet mother yielded, and off went Guy with a reay de-
lighted tace, and ‘a box in which to carry his prize under
his arm, Before long he returned, looking happier even
than when he started, hugging the box, which with much
importance he opened, showing mother the two sleek white
rats inside. They are such plump wee thiogs, with hright
]:ink eyea, and with such queer little paws like tiny pink

ands, with which they bhold anything they want to eat,
exactly aa a squirrel holde a nut. Father made such a nice
house for them with an upatairs, and part of the front
closed in with fine wire netting, so that wae can see them
playing about, and when they are tired of being lovked at
they can retire into o little dark room which hasa door out-
side, and a smnll openiog into the other part of the cape,
but no window. Here they love to stors their food, and
when mother puts in fresh hay for them to sleep on, she un-
earths s0 many ernsts and otlier treasurea which they have
hidden away. Guy wos o pleased with his two rats
that he wot another, a big blaeck and white one;
then Mollie got one, so we hava quite & large family
of rate now. Guy acon negle’eted his, o father gave then
all to Mollie. She, for a time, was most attentive to them,
but gradunlly she also seemed %o thionk them s bother, and
before she atarted for school in the morning her last ery
would be, © Mother, please feed my rats,’ so they came to Le
lefs to mother’s care entirely. Shedid not feel much interest
in them at first, but now she i quite fond of them, and they
know her, and all come to the door when they bear her voice,
They have the most amusing little gawmes anmonzab them-
melven, playing hide nnd seek, and whisking about up and
down the ‘inclined pieco of wood, which serves them as &
staircase, into their little dark room, then ount again, and
every movement is so quick and yet so graceful.

g h b
ry A=

(T0 BE CONCLUDEDR NEXT WEKEK.)

Little Ethel went to chureh with her grandmother, and
for the first time put two penniea on the contributinn plate,
Leanivg over, she whispered very sudibly : ' Toat's all
right, grandma ; I paid for two.’

XFDR Tovalides and TDelicate Children, Aursz-

RROUKE'S ARROWROOT and TEA JI&CUIT™ are  unwur-
ponsed. DVT.}

FLao BRAND PICKLES AND SAUCE cannot be equalled.
HaYWaiRD Brow., M rers, Ch —‘_‘_nwo-? -

Patent Wheels, Cycles, Perambulators. Agents wabnted.
DuNKLEY, Birmingham. England.—{ADVT,

*QORB' CORRUGATED IRON will sover more—i )
way more—than aoy other iron, and for quality has no equa’,
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THE OLD ARM CHAIR. -

IT looks quite solid, hot who shall dare

To sit far back in that old arm-chair; -

1've treasured it long as A sweet surprise

For elderly danies of enortmous size.

*Tis & pound to a thousand they fall on that part
Which ia soft by nature and firm by 81t 5

Wounld you learn the spell, my mother sat there,
And ahe broke every spring in that old arm-chair.

T sat and watched ber many a day

Sit down on & pin [ had stack in the way ;

It alwaye pricked ber, at whieh I smiled,

While she barled the bottle nnil missed her child.
Years rolled on, but at Jast they said,

* The old girl zets fatter ; she's over-fed ;'

Then I learot how much a seat can bear

When she fell slap threngh thag old arm chair.

'Tis Ig&“ rephir, but [ gaze on ik now
As the scene of many a thandering row ; A
'C'was there ahe cussed me, ‘twas vhere she shied
Aoy mortsl thing that Jay at her xide.
' it waa jolly to hear her shriek,
When [ siole her chope or gave her cheek,
And I chuckle still at the rip and tear
Of eighteen stone in that old arm-chair.
F. H. SsITH.

GAVE IT UP.

A SHIPMASTER having gone ashore sowme years ago in the
Highlauds of Scotland, on & Sunday morning, went to hear
divine service. It was a very wet summer ; the rain had
nred out incessantly for some weeks, and the hope of the
E?lsbnmlnmn bad well-nigh failed. The parson mounted his
rostrum, and began to wrestle most powerfully with the
Lord in prayer. A transient blink of sunshine inepired the
ious man with holy confidence, and he felt conscions of
Eeing the favourite of heaven, when, 1o ! oo a sadden—the
heavens were darkened—the thunderroared, and the impeta-
ous torrents seemed to threaten a second delege, Unable
to reatrain his vexation, she disappointed preacher eried, in
a transport of holy rage—* Pelt on, pelt on, good Lord, and
spoil &’ the puir folks’ corn, as yon did lawt year ; you'll ha'e
nieikle credit by your handy-work ¥

IN 1482,

MALE ABOKIGINE (charging into the hut}: *Tt's come at
Isat, Hiyila! Weare discovered ! Christopher Colombun
has jnet landed '

Female Aborigine {trininphantly): *There! T told you
s0, Howow ! You remember this n:orning when you
dropped yomr stabber and it stuck in the floor, I told you it
wea a sigh we would have visitors to-day. Now, for good-
ness sake, tie & siring around your waist or Columbus will
think yon are & savago b Is my hat on straight?

HE: * Yes, T see iV'n to be the same oll atory with an—
“ marty io haste and repent at leisore.” "

Bhe 1 *1 don't ses how you can say that, Harry : I'm sure
it took me nestly two years to biing you to the point.”

+

“LET THE BEST MAN WIN.

THURLOW, when Attorney-General, Jwas travelling from
London to Yurk with ‘a very eaintly, geod man,” who
andertook to while away the time by 1eading sloud * Paia-
dise Lost.” The good man began to 1ead out his Milton.
Presently he eanie to the passage where Satan exclaime :
* Better to reign in hell than serve in heaven.’ LU'ponwhich
Thurlow exclaimed, ' A d~—d line fellow, and 1 hope ke
may win.’

COULDN'T HAYE HIM,

A RICH and exacting man had & eoloured servant boy em-
ployed named Jim. This Jim was expected to ke on hand
all the time. One ine morning Jim wanabeent, and his em-
loyer went to his old father’s house and asked for the boy.
he father said :— .
* Boss, you can’t have Jim any more.”
* Why, what ia the matter? T will have him.”
*{Jh, no, boss; yon kain't hev him,’
*Well, why can't I?
* Kase he’s dead.’

RELIGION V. ROBES.

- MILLICENT : * Have yon left Dr. Ritual’s church 7

adge: ‘Temporarily; I can't go until these tight-
Gtting dresses ﬁ out of style.” .
Milliceant : * How's that?' -
Mndge : * Why, in the High Church service there is sa
much kneeling that it makes one’a gkirt bag at the knees.’

NEELHAM: ‘Say, old boy, may [ speak with you for a
mioute ?

Lenham: * Yes, if you don't want more than half a
erown,’ -

SHE WAS A SHOPPER.

FRIEXD (noticing the confused heapa of goods of every de-
scription seattered promiscunnzly around thestore) : * Hello ¢
what's happened ? Reen takiog an inventory, had & fire, or
are you going to wove out?

Merchant : “ That ehows how little you know abont store-
keeping. ‘e have merely heen waiting on & lady who
dropped in for a paper of pins.’

THE DEADLY OPEN TRAMCAR.

“A VERY frequent cause of illnesa and death ip tbir city,’
seid & prominent pbysician to me the other night, * are the
open street cars.  In the middle of the snmner they are all
very well during the Jay tiwe, but at night they are more
dangerous to life than & mild smallpox epidemic, The man
whoe can ride in an open car at night, no matter how he is
dressed or how robust he may be, and not take ¢old, ina
very rare individoal. This year, owing to the early apring,
the open cars were inflicted on us much ahead of the unsual]
time, Of conrze cold da{u succeeded and the cars were still
kept on and anfortunately well patronized.

¢ To thin fact I trace & great many of the grip cases about
which thera has been so much complaint during the past
month, The worst feature of the case ia that, re matter
how cold the day or how raw the night air, the public insist
on riding in the open cara if ithereare any on the road. The
pﬁop]a bere seem to bave anm unconqueralle weakness for
them.

“ln my opioion,” bs conclnded, ¢ it le almost ¢riminal tn
allow the use of open trama iw this ¢lty, where the atmos-
pheric changes are so marked and mwﬂ-leu.'

And then he souffed, took & quinine pilt and eaid, * I rode
in one myself last night. It was very pleaszant.’ .

A PITFALL, -

8HE 1 * Lave Is blind, you know.'
He: * Na, is the lover—that's why be falls j1 ¢ e’

MISCELLANEQUS.

A K¥oTTv PoixT.—' There's ons thing I never qnite under-
atood about Adem and Evs,' eaid old Mre %n.nkemn 3
* that is, who was Lbe clergyman that married em ¥

Old Million: *My dear Miss Youngthing, if you'd only
nunrry me I eould die happy.” Miss Younything: ‘“'h;,
Me Million, if yon wers dying ['d many you in 8 minute.

Popinjay : ‘ There goes & man who was bronght up with
a silver spoon in his mooth.” Ponsonby: 'I know & man
‘h‘i :?; brought op with a dozen silver spoons in his

<d

* How did yon come to marry John ¥ ¢ Well, he bothered
e oo that finally T told him {'d take bim on trial.’ *Buot
yon've lived with him ever since? * Yes, but Lo hasn’t
ceased to be & trial yor®

Cashley: “It'sa fact, old man. Bince 1 met that girl I
cannot eat or sleep. I am n miseralle man. Is thele noth-

- ing T ean do to eure myself of this mad infatuation ¥ Dash-

ley: * You might try marrying her."

‘1 sce, Job,’ said Mrs Shuttle, as she looked up from the
evening paper, * that there is going to be & balloon exeur-
rinm to the North Pole." * Very well, wy dear, You eball
have one of the best senta in the car,’ *Brote

LITERARY NOTE.—*T ¢oe that in the preface of your
hwok you state that it in written to fill & long-fel want,
What do you mean by that® ¢ What do I mean by that ¥
Why, I've been needing a square meal for the Inst eighteen
months. Don't you that a long-felt want?

It is & season for loud dressing by the females, and the
following conversation was overheard on a street ear,  First
Drressmaker : * Have yon had many successes this neson ¥'
Second Dressmaker (proudly): *Oh, dear, yes. Do yon
know, one of my d dar Yy ident.’

DiFrERERT MER, DIFFEREST MINDS—* Why do the
poker.playera sometimes get up and walk aronnd their
chaira? ¢ They sre supersiitions, and think that wili change
their lock.’ * Why doesn’t that old gambler do it? ©He's
afraid he might shake some of the cards out of his tleeve.”

AT THE CBOEAL CONGERT.—Mr N.: * What’s this—an-
other solo? Miss G. : * Yes; do you prefer the choruses?
Mr N. : * Well, I don’t see the use in dribbling the music
out to ua in solos, and duoe, and trics, and guartets, when
they tan jnst as well let "em all sing together, and get
through with it."

POPTLAR SCIENCE. —" Oh, mamma, I'll never dizobey yon
again,” Mamma: * Wby, Sosie, what have yon done?”
Susie: *Well, I drank my milk at lunch and then I ate &
pickle ; and the milk =aid to the pickle, *°get out,” and
the pick]e said, “ I won't,” and they are having an awfnl
time. -

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES,—Humband (suddenly wak-’
ing np at_dead of nirht): *What in the world was that
noitet Wife {talmly}: *Ivs all right, dear- The guests
of the Astor ball are_just coming home, and 1 slipped down
and gave our frons door a alam, se the neighbours would
shink we were there,’

*1 do pot believe in this nonsense about Firiday being an
untuelﬁ day,’ said M Minke, *Don't you, my dear? re-
plied Minks, who was a trifte ont of humonr. 1 Lelieve in
it, thongh, Friday, you will remember, was the day ¥ was
foolish encngh to sk you to marry me.’ 'Ah, yes,’ Mrs
Minke responided, *so it was, and 1 was foolieh enough to
nce‘%pt. you, Yes, Friday iz an unlocky day.’

ifa (from the npper window at 1 a m. to tipsy busband}:
*Iell, what's your excuse for coming home at this honr ?
Husband ; * Let me in, M'via.  Just {hic) come from meet-
ing of th' Labonr Unicen. Been considerin’ what (hic) we'd
do abont the recent strike.” Wife: ¢ Well, yon just down
on the doorstep and consider what you'll do about the recent
lockout.! And she slammed down the window.

His BIGREST AMBITION.—Visitor : * Are yon going to be
s great man, when you grow up, Willie?”  Willie: *You
bet ! I'm going to be an Arctic explorer.” * An Arctic ex-
plorer's life iz fnll of hardships, Willie.” *Yes,'m. Butl
ean stand 'em I reckon.” ‘1 like your spirit, my boy.
There is & _great deal of glory to be gained in a career of
that kind.” " * Yes, 'm. And you don’t mever have to wash
your face ¥

THE RIGHY LINE,

Ax uld woman returning from ehurch, where she bad been -
highly delighted with the striking expressions of her be-
loved minister, which bad so seized npun her mind Lhat even
in the open air she was led to exclaim, * What shall I do to
be saved, what shall I do? what shall I do? a person of
rather weak intellect bappened to overhear her, and tnin-
ing roond said to her, * What will yedo? just wait on an’
see what the rest does.” -

WIFE : * Charles, where did you buy that parrot ¥
Charles: * Why, what is the matter with it? I bougbt it
off a dealer, and It was young and speechless”
Wite: *Then why, when 1 kissed your photo in the

. albom, did that wretched bird say : ** Don't do that, Charlie,

plesss don's?" *
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