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first point of eommentary upon the
Dame cTOppIng up. Sydmhynir. per-

Northern [taly say that ao Gner vistas exist there than
those which can be oltained mear Christchurch on any of
the exquisitely clear days, of which there are 5o many be-
tween April and Uetober, when the mow is upon the moua-
tains.

Drspite its much abused v , the cli o
the Canterbury Vlaios is in aatamn ooe of the most charming
Tha minfall is only about half thas of the
mherpwmnunjoff;w Zoaland, and the rain comes de-

ke, or.;un -lon{h:,d innah.ine, are quite

on score
summer ni.shh. while Melbourne is
Abmised on aceonnt of its * brickfieldess,” London for ita

Wellington for its winds, Auckland for its *mogginess,’
and Duonedin for its eapriciousness of chilly showern. [If
thers is & bad point anywhere it is magni from being
the exception into the rule, and il destiny ia taking yon
khither, kind friends do their best to impress upoa your

CHRISTCHURCH, LOOKING TOWARDS OPAWA.

wnind that you are goiag tu a spot where life will speedily
beconie aonendurable
Thas, whea anyone purposes taking up their residenca in

haps, the great exception, ( bean-  in the world.
tiful harl * being inse an-
i with the mention its  lik
name. Erven Sy . , gets i
d of ita

o "
eel

m.:.mff day aiter day often goos by dis ing a sky of
tin-:fm&andmi]kiﬂt’ol bines 1 ‘Pt;’gnli,‘y

streak of clondland  Admitting suadry there is
probably no climate more calcalated o develop to sheir
otmost the besk points of the English race, or to
breed & hand hletic, and ic  peopl
than that of the region of which Christchureh in the
coming metropolia. There ia also among its population
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_—

'Y and a defini of tone and purpose more
marked than in the other chief towns of Southern Brithin
This was originally owing to the Episcopaling snd the

«haristchureh, the{ are ak once apprised of the two facts—
“that it is awfolly fist,’ and *that the nor’ ars
terrible.’ The impatation of Hatness comes, of eoarse, from
the towns of New Zealand, such as Danedin, Welliegton,
Qamaru, Nelson, Auckland, Pieton, Whangarei, and oLhers
which are specially favoared in the matter of variety of
witaation within and abont themselves. Indeed, so common
is the powsewion of a picturesque site all around the coast
of New Zealand, that any town possewiog what would be

squaitocratic elements, and though these nre csasing to be
»o prominent, the feeling of corporate pride and einrit de
eorps remrains, promising to make Canterbary the Virginia
of New Zealand. The stamp of * Bix' is not obbrasive, and
is never likely to become mampant over the face of society
upon the Plains, as it will always bs swempered by the
edacational, =porting, and agricultaral ipfuences which
have obtained agch & long start in Christchoreh daring she
impressivnable days of ita infavcy.

held as a very passable location in Esrope or America is
deemed wointeresting.

Christcharch is situated opon m plain. Lt position is
such as that in which the founders of a poteatial city in the
Uaited States delight, aad ics design one of the rectangatar
chess-board principle, followed at Salt Lake and others of the
youag moshroom communitiesof the Great Went, Like other
towas cast apon this plen, it is most commaodions for mora-
ment, avery thorpughiare radiatiog froe: or communicating
with Cashedral Sqoare as & centre.  Thither all business
bas & tendency to converge and frowm that poiot say desti-
uation can be speedily reached.

The central artery, Colombo-street, is about four miles in
length, startiog at the foot of the Port Hilia, and ranning
out over the Plaias iu the direction of the Soathern Alpy
Thae Port Hilla, which riw to something like 1,200 feet, are
easily accessible from the Cathedrul io balf an bour, snd
for those who are willing to test the assertion that Chring-
church is not unpictarenquoe, & mugnificent panorsma of the
Canterbury Plaios and its snow-capped ranges unmolls itealf
yonder, Travellers who know the Plin of Piedwoos in

b lien athwart the courses of two winding
ermated

, design " pectively, the Avon and cthe Heath-
cote, which discharge themselves inio the sea at lexs than
#ix miles from the town. Sketches taken forty s AZo
show nothing but & dosty, tossock-tufted moorland with
two ditches threading their way st the foot of the Port
Hills towanis the ocean.  Now, on debooching from the
tuooe] leading from Port Lyttelton throagh the Port Hills,
the eye of the spectator is grested with & verdant panorans
of soccessive fields, of coppices, of belges and ditches, of
great waving lines of poplars, and with glimpses of river
scenery not unlike that of the willow-hong Thames a
hundred miles abore Loodon. *Quite English, you koow,’
and more English it grows as the suburb of Opawa in
resched, and pretty villas peep out from between the trees
over trimly-kept lawns. The only un-Eoglish points are
the grand ex: of plain bounded in the distance by anin-
termiinable wall of snowy-white, and the orerarchiog canopy
of eloadiess milky-blue. In thess respectsitis Eogland and

wly in coe
It is the river which gives )pawa its peculiar beauty and
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ie horoagh of Sydent
mbarbe, Opswa, Arosside, EL ﬁlb:n...:.drﬂ._g%
Christehareh, which extends over a complets q;lln' war-
fane of e mile betwomn them all. Each side of it is bounded
by & belt & mile in length. Om the morth, the south and
the east the Brlt iv & perfectly straight rosd or boal d ;

eomprising Hagley

o e west it is $he poblie Damain,
Park and the Pablic Gardess.
Frow the railws; 3 hich
> y station, w you

enter almost im-
ing Opaws it is but five minutes” drive

sadly ironiesl tribute to the memory
b ¢ pablie new arrival fnds himaelf Jook-
ing directly in at the Cathedral door, aid with almost every
baildiag or objoct of urban intevest around him.  Thers is

B

7. Marfin. photo., 4 weklond.

the saft zrey Gothie of the Cathedral, the dark grey elassic
of the Bank of New Zealand, the dark brown domestic of
the Her_el'oni block, the red brick of the Italisnesque of the
Post-oflice, and the elegant mixed of the A.M. P. Bailding
in its pure white Oamaru ston=. Turning about from the
Cathedral so0 as §o look past the Godley statne along
Worcester-street, he can see neasr the trees which wark the
course of the Avon the red Elizabethan villa of she Town
Council, and & quarter of & mile beyond that lie the schol-
astic piles of the University and ‘the Moseom. Behind
these lie thooe characteristically charming * lions * of Christ-
charch—the river, the gardens, and the park.

Walking down in that direction to the Town Council
bailding, be ¢atches his fimt glimpse of the A von, & tortuous
stream oo which you are always onexpectedly coming, and
which will weet you in fortheron. Jost to the right
here is the old Pwrincﬁ‘(_‘oncil Honse—a sort of curiosity
and mntignity ic its way, now chiefly devoted to the pur-

oses of the danee ratber than of debate.  In the hall of the
niversity beyond, you bave & very tmthiul connte t of
some of the fine Euglish college ballsor dining halls of the Inna
of Court.  If yon pass acioes the pretty avenos in Antigoa-
street into the Museum you will see the largest collection of
moa skeletons in the world, sud other objects of scientife
ioterest.

Round here extends the best vesidential qoarter within
the city, chielly villa hoases with tasiefnl gardens, and &
atriking aspect of genile ense and refinement. It is much
tbe samn on the ooposite side of the Cathedral in the Jiree-
tion of the Eant Beit, only in a ratber less degroe.  Those
who give Christcharch a rep ion for ¥y ca0 bave
an eye for only & certain kind of besuty. To appreciate it
one must see its strocts towards the close of a calm summer




