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CHAPTER X.

) go straight to lhead-quarters for
information sounds like a wise
principle to Ret npon; and indeed
the system is said to have been
adopted with success by certain
eminent statesmen and diploma-
tista.  Yet, if the truth were
known, it might possibly be fonnd
that the statesiaen have not wholly
disdained other means of arriving
at their ends, becanse, unfortu-
nately, the desire of the candid
inquirer for & plain statement of
facta ism not slways shared at
head-quarters. No one, therefore,

will be surprised to hear that %_v'lvia.. in spite of her bold

resclution to interrogate Sir Harry Brewster as to the
cirenmstances connected with his divorce, knew very little
more about them at the end of three weeks that she had
donme at the beginming. She did, indeed, summon up
courage to pnt a point-blank guestion to him, hut hia repty
was such sa to render further questiona almost imposenible..

It was boo troe, he said, that he was & divorced man, but

Miss Sylvia wonld nndarstand that he coald not talle mach

to her upan such a sabject. He might add that it was an

essively painfu] one to him,

exf\lr.er thyng, what more eonld she do? She ventured upon

an occasional hint; but these he iguored, and finally she

said to herself that she really did not care to pry into
matters which were none of her business. The past was
past nnd bad better be forgotten ; the present was quice en-

Joyable enough ty cootent her,
1f the present had not contented her no blame conld have

attached to Sir Harry Brewster, who was indefatigable in

devising schemes for ber amusement.

Although he did not coue very often to the house, he con-
trived to make arrangements for meeting Sylvia almost
every day of the week, and what was etill more clever of
him was that he alen contrived to secure the necessary
escort in the person of ber father. Mr Weatworth did not
mind inenrring a_little troable and inconvenience for the
pleasure of Sir Harry's sociosty. Nir Harry was not_ouly
Linself entertaining, but had a number of entertainiag
friencls whom it was a change and an amuosement Lo meet.
As for Mariel's apprehensions and warnings, they were pre-
posterous upon_ the face of them; impossibilities do not
oeour, and Mr Wentworth had a comfortable habit of treat-
ing s\l disagreeable occurrences as impoasible,

Nuriel herself ended by shutting ber ayes to what, after
all, was not obtrnded upon ber notice, When one is help-
less, one may as well hope for the best ; moreover, she had
now a good deal more to ocenpy her thoughta than she had
hitherto had, Every day she ugeut aevernl hours with the
sick childrea, whose affections she had no difficulty in gaia-
ing: the Sisters made her welcome and were not averse to
chatting with her aboat the rules of the Society to which
they belonged, aud ia the principles of which t.heK had the
Grmeat inith; from sime to time she encountered Mr Comp-
ton, who was always in & hnrrg, yel never passed her with-
out sayiog a few friendly words, and she had come to look
forward to the visits of Colunel Medhurst, who freguently
happened to drop in sbout tea-time, Upon the whule, her
life just mow waa pleasant to her, nutwithstanding tue
modesty of its immediate aims ; and, that being eo, she was
Jdisposed to take & niore sauguine view of the proceedings
and prospects of othera.

():Pe llc?;cSylvin received a letter which ought to bave de-
lighted her, yat, somebow or other, failed to produce that
etfect, and the contentsof which she did not at once communi-
cate to Muriel. ,

*We are going to have our annoal ball next Wedneeday,
Lady Morecambe wrote, ‘and there will be two others in
the peighboarhood in the couree of the week ; 5o you see the
time bas come for you to redeem your promise. We shall
expect you on Monday, and I will undertake to Emv:de you
with as many good partners as you ean wish for,

Instead of jumping for joy, Sylvia found hereelf wonder-
ing whether Bhe could not find some excuse for declining this

sesluctive invitation, snd it moet be acknowledged thatattirst
she was u little surprised by her own besitation. However,
she mccounted for it by reflecting that she really bad nob
more than cne ball-dresa fit to wear and that she could not
afford two new ones; also that balls were r fun whea
you hadn't an ides who your partoers would Le; finslly
that Sir Harry Brewster had promised to take Ler to see a
polo inatch on the day named Ly Lady Morecambe. The
approach of the post honr fuund her wtill irresolute, and she
was aitting &t her nant'a writing-tq\:lelm the erW}_rlg-rnonl,
bLiting the end of herﬂ})ﬂn and wighing, when Sir Harry
Brewster was apnounced.

Sir Harry, who was alwnya careful to observe the laws
of conventinnality, hasteved to explaio that he had asked
for Miss Wentworth and liad been told that she wasat
lionia.

* Une Miss Wentworih ia at home,” answered Sylvia laugh-
ing, * and the other will be soon. Bit dewn and help me in-
vent a polite ik,  Lady Morecamhe has msked nie to go
down to Lhem next Monday for their ball, and I doa’t think
I want to go. \¥hat shall { say to her.’

* When I don't want to accept an invitation,” observed Sir
Harry, '1 always say I'm afraid I ean's manage it; but
perhapa ladies are expected to give reasons.  Why don’t yon
want to po, thoogh?  [t’s sure to be well done, and [ expect
yoh would enjoyit." He added presently, ‘I'll go, it yon
will?'

* Have you been invited ¥ asked Sylvia, with a sudden
change of countenance.

*No; but that's & trifle. [I'll get Morecambe to ask

ot

8ylvia looked down and bepan to draw patterns upon the
sheet of paper before her. ' Do yon know,' ahe said hesita-
tingly at length, '1 don't think Lady Marecambe quite—
likes yon.’

¢Oh, if that's all, I'm sore she doesn’t,” he replied.
! Lady Morecambe ia—shall we say prejudiced againat me?
Then, perceiving what he was pmgnblly meant to onder-
stand, he resumed: *f shan't beg for my invitation until
the last monent, yon know, and I'shan't apply to her lady-
chip st all. Meanwhile, please write an acceptance. I'll
undertake to say that when you enter the ball-room you
will find me on the epot, waiting to claim & dance.’

From the above fragment of dialogne it will be seen that
three weeka had brought abon% & decided chanpe of rela-
tions between these two persons, and that Sir Harry had,

iously or iously, ceased to pose as the beaevo-
lent admirer of msture years. Sylvia scribbled off the
letter, pausing every now and again to throw a remark over
her shoulder,

'1 don't know why Lady Morecambe should be prejudiced
against you,’ was one of these, )

“Oh, T think you do,’ responded Sir Harry, tranquilly.
tIn a peneral way of speaking, the British matron 1s pre-
‘ludiced azainet we, and the British ruatron is not wrong.

don't complain—but at the same time | mast confess that
I don't care. So loog a3 youn don’t share the good lady's
prejlugadices. she is very welcome to them.’

* But perhaps I should,” observed Sylvia turning a some-

what uneasy countenance tuwards him, *jif —*
*If yon were a3 well acquainted with my misdeeds as she
i8?  Very likely you would; and that is why I shall not
eonfess them to you. I will only take the liberty of plead-
ing that  ar1 not guite so black as [ am painted.”

Daring the peiiod of silence which followed this audaciona
assertion Muriel came in aod recognised tiie visitor with a
look of sBunoyed sarprise which did not escape hia notice.

* You wili have to dismies your butler, Miss Wentworth,’
said he ; * bis mind is too logical for his position. Yon have
evidently given him u general order to the sffect that yon
are always out when you are at home, and a deductive pro-
cesw of reasoning has led him to conclude that you must be
at home when yon are out. Aunyhuw, he assared me that
you were at bome, and upon the faith of that statemeat I
followed him upatairs. 1 ean’t pretend thas I regret kaviog
doae so especially as [ arrived just in time to persuads Miss
Sylvia that she ought to accept an invitation to Lady More-
cambe’s ball, which she was thinking of refusing. obody
understands how to make a country ball go off better than
Lady Morecambe.’

*T had not heard anything abont it ; Sylvia did not ren-
tion it to me,” said Mariel, with a perplexed look. Aud
then as her niece vouchsafed no remark: * Are you going
to this ball, Sir Harry ¥ she inquired.

* I am sorry to say that [ haven't beeno asked,” replied Sir
Harry, impertnrhnbl{.

Sylvia bent over the envelope which she was addressing.
She was perhaps a little ashamed of her confedsrate’s sup-
piressio veri; but, on the other hand, the fact that he was
making bimself her confederate was not disagreeable to
her. As for Muriel she both felt relieved and looked so.

* Of course you will go, Sylvia,” ehe said. ' Whea did you
ever refuse an invitation to a ball ¥

'Ok, I am poiog,’ answered Sylvia. 'Oaly T doubted
about it becanse Lady Morecambe eays there are to be two
ult;her dances, and I have neither frocks nor money to buy
thena,’

* If that is all, I'll provide the frocks,” said Muriel, who
indeed was in the habit of supplementing her niece’s allow.
ance h{ frequent gitts of that description,

In_the innocencs of her heart, she felt quite grateful to
Sir Harry for baving urged this change of sceme upon
Sylvia, aod began to think that, bad as he was, she might
have wronged him by suspecting him of desi which only
& herdened aconndrel could have entertained. 1t was,
therefore, with unwonted graciousness that she said: 'I
hope you will stay and bave a cup of tea with e’

' He will Le delighted,” anawered Bylvia for him. 'Isay
80 to save him from telling o direct falsebood. Sir Harry
would prefer a aherr{q and bitters ; Le doeso't really like
tea ; no man does. ot aven yoar Jong, solemu eoldier,
Muriel, though he meekly swallows about aquart of it every
afterncon to please yoa.'

Muriel, slightly displeased, was beginning to say that
neither Sir Harry Brewster per anvone else gave her the
leaat pleasure by swallowing what he did not like, when
she was interrupted by the entrance of the ‘loog, solemn
soldier,” whoae arrival at that hour had, to tell the truth,
becone & matter of almoet daily occurrence.

The candles had ot yet been lighted, so that Colonel
Medburat did not notice the preseoce of e stranger antil
alter he had exchanged a few reiuarks with Muriel and had
torned to shake handy with Sylvin, The Istter since her

aunt aaid pothing, took upon hersell to aceomplish an in-
trodoction by which buth men ap to be :iugmnbl
affected. Sir Harry on hearing the name of Colonel Medv-
hurst, rose haatily, made a half bow and looked around for
his hat, while the other standing stock-atill, elenched his
fist and nnttared something snapici y like an imp
tion. There wns u Lrief pause; after which the Colonel,
whoae voice was trembling with anger, raid :

‘I have not tried to meet yon, Sir Harry Brewster; [
koow that I shoaold gain nothing except slittle personal
satisfaction fiom giving you ihe thrashing that you so
richly deserve, But since chance haa brought us together
in this very unexpected way, I will take this opportunity of
telling you that yon are no gentleman and that you have
no business to be in any lady’s bouss, I am sore if Misa
Weatwaorth knew as moch abont yon s I know, she would
not permit you to enter hers.’

‘ { pood man,’ returned Sir Harry, ealmly, ! there is
one thing which eertainly ought not to take place in any .
lady's houss, and that in a brawl., Here in my card. If you
wish to thrash me, and think you ean do if, by all means
call upon me at any honr which it may please you to ap-
point ; but, for your own sake, don't in nl‘:.ge in strong lan-
guage under circumstances which make it impossible for
me to anawer you.' .

‘Colonel Medhurst was one of those guiet, rensible wen
who very seldom lowe their temper, and who consequently
have had little practice in the ditfeult task of self-control.

‘I am not goibg to treat yoo o+ if you were & gentleman,”
he retorted, forgetting that he was asked to show some
consideration for his hostess, not for his enemy. * Wherever
1 meet yon I sball say what I said just now, and, as you
ver{ wekl know, I can justify my words.*

*In that case,’ obaerved Sir Harry, ‘it ia evident that one
or other of us mnat, retire. I will leave you to explain and
excuse your bebaviour to Missa Wentworth. No doubs, if
she thinks it worth while, she will allow me to state my
awn eass some other time,”

He then took his leave in 8 manner which was not devoid
of quiet dignity ; and, as the elight pressure which he ven-
tured to give to Sylvia'a fingeis was distinetly returned, he
went away withont mnch fear as to nltimate resnlis,

Yet hia predicament was really an awkward one, as he
might have realised, had he not been rendered a little dutl
of comprebension by the comparative faeility with which he
had reyained bis position in society, after a temporary
period of eclipse.  Medhnrst when he was left alone with
the lﬂu, grew a littla cooler, though he was atill much

ta -

* I puppose I ought. to make you an apology.’ he began ; ' [
ocuglit not, perba, gs. to have bymught fl‘:ou%i seene’é: Lt
drawing-room. Eut I think yon will forgive me when { tell
you that that man was wy sister's haeband, and that she
was compelled to obtain a divorea from him while I was
away in lodia.  You won's wish or expect me to give you all
the particulara of the case; but I may say this—shat she
proved personal erueley, He atrack her on more than one
octasicn beforp the servants. And the worstof it is that he
has not been punisbed ; he was glad to be set free. It is
she, and she alene, who has sotfered.’

‘1 den’t 1hink you owe us any apology, Colonel Medboret,”
said Muiiel, who looked penitent and ashamed. ‘[ kpew
—iny brother told me—abont the divoree; but I dido't
know who Sir Harry's wife had been.’

* Your brother told you, and yet you eontinued to teceive
bim ¥ exelained Medhorss. * YWell—Iam sutprised, I must
m]y that | am aurprised ’ Muoriel, feeling that it would be
a [ictle undiguified to plesl her own repeatedly expressed
rel_scumee tu receive Lhe culprit, remained silens; Lot Sylvia
Bald ;

' Why are we to condemn Sir Harry unheard? Of conrse
you are angry and yoa won't admit that thers can be any-
thing to be said for him ; bat there are always two sides to
a case. .

‘It is impossible to explain away facts which bave been
proved in a court of law,” returned Colonel Medhurst,
coldly. “If you will excuse mo, [ will say good-night now.
I am sorry that this encouater ahonld not have taken place
elsewhere ; bt as regards what I sdid to that man I have
nothing to retract and nothing to regret.’ .

* I can’t compliment your friend upon his manners,’ re-
marked Sylvia, when the door had closed behind the irate
colonel. "*One may forgive Lim for having insulted Sir
Harry, though perhapa it would have been better form to
wait until they were Loth out in the street; but [ dont
know what, rigit he had to be so rade to ns.’

‘ He wasn't rude,’ answered Muriel rather sadly, for she
felt eure that her friend would now be her fiiend no longer,
¢ be was only offended, and he bad a right to be that, We
mlllgh]t uot,m receive Bir Harry Brewstet ; I have thought so
all slong.

* Paps doesu’s think so, it seems,’ retuined Syivia, pre-
ariog hemself for Lattle; *nor does Ledy Morecambe.
What have we to do with the sins which our acqusintances

ruay have comniitted in daysgone by ? I supposs that even
Colonel Medhurst, if he were put into the confessional,
would bave to lPlea«i eﬁuilu’ toa lgw peccadilloes.’

But Murie] declined the fray. She reserved what she had
to say for_her brother, with whom she sought an interview
in his study before she wens to bed, and to whom she gave
an account of the afterncon’s events,

‘ Dear 1ae, what an odd coincidence,” remarked Mr Went-
worth, after pal:ientl_\lr bearing her oot. ‘Now that jou
mention it, I think Ido recollect that the lady’s maiden
name was Medhurst. Well, of conree we mustn’t let these
two fire eaters come to fisticnfis hers, Yoo had better give
the necessary orders to the servants.’

‘I doubt whether Colonel Medhurst will ever come here
again,’ answered Muriel : 'I am sure he won't if Sir Harry
Brewster is to be admitted. Surely there can by no gnes-
:}i‘nn % 10 which of them ought to hive the door shut against

im.

An unwelcoma ides was sugpested to Mr Wentworth by
thisspeech, He had always taken the possibility of Muriel's
marrisge ioto account, but onlrv in the same sense as he had
contemplated the possibilisy of the house being burnt down
or of bis own prematurs demise, Jost as there are A good
TIADY OOD-MATFYiDg men, 80 0he occasionally comes across s
non-warrying wornan. He had meatally incloded his sister
in the Iatter restricted class, mod it is needless to ndd that
be had doue so very willingly, Bhe was free to marry if
ahe plensed, only her marriage would mean the curtailutent
of m considersble proportion of bis personai comiorts 3 and
thet may hare beeo one resson why he st once jumped to
zt;eheunc usion that Colonel Medhorat was in no way worthy
of her.
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+1 am mot prepared to shot my door againat anybody,” be
rejoined rather sharply; “but -upsnning. for the sake of
srgupent, that [ had to be so uneivil, I would rather tura
my batk vpon Medborat, who is simply & heavy nonentity,
than upon Sir Harry Brewster, who is & man of the world
leasant eoni ion.”

ugl;tgnl declined mke up the sudgels on Colonel Med.
hurst's bebalf, “1 daresay you wonld,' she replied : “bat
why will you pemist in shutting your eyes to the farct that
yo mre not the only person in the honsa? It isn’t for your
sake or for Colonel Medhurst's buy for Sytvia's that I want
yon 1o put & stup to this intimecy with Sir Harry Brew-
mf\rl.r Wentworth laaghed. ¢One of the funniest things
abont women,' he remarked, 'is the obstinacy with which
they cling to an ides when there is not a tittle of avidence
to mupport it. I have had wnore opportuaikies of reeing
Bylvia and Sir Harry together than youo have, and if you
will believe me—but of conrse Yoo won't—neitker of them
is dreaming of & project which in palpably inndmissible. 1
grant yon that Sir Harry treated his wife abominahly ; but,
£6 ahe was not » relation of mine, [ don't fee] called upon to
avenge her wrongs, Colonel Medbarst matvrally does: ¥ eri
well, let him avenge them in any way that may recommen
itsolf to him, 1 cutting our acquaintance is one of them, I
ghall submit uncomnplainingly.’ . R

* You don't think it wm-lzJ'Jl while to ehield Sylvia from the

i f a reat misfortune then ¥ i

ol m?g dear Muriel, haven't I just told you that the risk
bas no existence, except in your imagination?  If you will
only leave Syivia alone and give her time, she will pmhahly
end by mariying Johnny Hill. She won’t marry Sir Harry
Breweter for two reasone. Firstly : he won't ask her,
and secondly, 1 shouldn’s allow her to aceept !um if he did.
Colonel Medhurst snd he must settle their differences
between them ; only as I said before, I should take measures
if I were yon, to prevent a settlement from oteurring in this
hoase. Our obvious eourse is to reruain nentral.’ A

Mariel sighed and left the room. Sbe could do nothing
with this seltish optimist; but she inwardly regiatered &
vow to the effect that if Sir Harry Brewster had the effron-
tery to call again, he should tind” meither her nor Sylvia at
home.

CHAPTER XI.

IT is not with impunity that a sober, middle-aged mau can
permit his passions to gain the mastery over him. Inthe
inevitable reaction which ensues his self-esteem is sure to
sink to & very low ebb, and he not only feels that he has be-
haved like a fool, bat is ept to conclude that he bas been
inexcusable in 8o behaving. So, in spite of the unbending
attitnde which Colonel Medhurst had sesumed on taking
leave of Miss Wentworth, he had not proceeded far on his
homeward way before the voice of his conscience began to
make itself heard. Nothing—so he said to himseli—can
justify & fracas in the presence of ladies, and if an actual
racas had been averted, the credit waa due to Sir Harry
Brewster, not to bim. For two pins he would have canght
the mao by the throst or knocked him down. Heshuddered
83 he inwardly inade that acknowledgment, and told kim-
self that he waa no better than a valgar ruffian, Of course
what he ought to have done, on hearing who the stranger
was, was eimply to go away. At the most he might per-
haps have explained his ressons for doing 20 in & few words.

Bat it was too late to think of that now, What he had
done could not be undone, and he must accept the conse-
quences. Oxne of these certainly seemed to be that a cold-
ness would arise between him and the woman whom be no
longer disguised from himself that he loved, and another,

he supposed, wounld be that he must make rome appoint-.

ment to meet Sir Harry Brewster, That the man deserved
to be insulted did not alter the fact that he had insulted
him ; he could not very well refuse to take any further
notice of one whom he bad treated in that way.

At the same time he did not, now that his head was less
hot, see what satisfaction either of them was likely to obtain
from & meeting. It was all very well to talk about thrash-
ing Sir Harry ; bug such things if they aro to be done at all,
must be done upon the spur of the moment, and pistol and
rapier have fallen into disuse in this country. Under the
cirenmstancea, therefore, nothing could be exchanged be.
tween him and his enemy except abusive language, which
was pearcely a fit method of fighting for men te adopt.
More mature reflection, however, led him to believe that
there was, after all, just s possibility of sonwe good resulting
from the propoeed interview, KRemembering what Muriel
had told him about her nneasiness respecting her niece, it
dawned upon him that the nndesirable suitor of whom she
bad apoken could be no other than Sir Harry Brewster, and
he innnediately made up his mind that he would At least
1eliave her of that source of anxiety. That it was in bis
power to do this he felt little doabt. It was not in his
power to d¢o mnything for his sister; if he killed Sir Harry
she would be nune the better off, nor would she thank him.
Herinjuries were irremediable; but surely, knowing whathe
did, heeould bring pressure enoughto bearupon this scoundrel
to preserve nn innocent girl from sharing ber fate. He bad
the simplicity to imagine that s threat of exposure would

utiice ; for, althongh nothing was more probable than that
he uan would tellhiau Wentworth a tiseue of lies, these
could easily be proved to be lies by the productlen of a Aie
of old newspapers.

The outcome of his meditations was that, as soon s he
hed dined, he despatched the following telegram to the ad.
drees given him by Sir Harry Brewstar : *Shall [ find gou
st homse at eleven o'clock to-morrow?  Telegraphing bad
the double advantage of insoring a speedy answer and
obviating all necessity for conventional forms of epistola-
Ll?ry politeness.  Sir Harry's 10ply was not long in reaching

im.

* Glad to see you at Lhe hour named.”

‘T wish Ieoufd make you eorry to see me, you villain ¥’
muttered the tolonel, gnndin Lis teath, as he tossed the
alip of paper loto the fire. ' Ab, if only you aod I had lived
® hupdred years ago |

But one must needs conform tn the usages of the period
to which ome belongs, and an Englisliman in the latter
part of the nineteenth century has no means of bealing his
wounded honour save such aa a court of iaw may be pleased
to mccord him. Colonel Medhurst, therefore, presented
himself at Queen Anne's Manaions on the following morn-
ing, like auy ordinary visitor, and was admitted a» acon as
lhlE h:l;:i.om: had wacertained that Sir Harry Brewster was
out of

It was in Queen Annbe's Mansions that 8ir Harry Brew-
ater resided at this time, hia family innasion ia Grusvenor-
squere haviog besn Jet for a term of yeam owing to nnavoid-
able cirtumstances, The snite of apartnienws which he oe-
enpisd formed very eomfortable bachelor’s quarters, nor
would snyone have sapposed oo seeing them, ibat their
owner was antfering froms finaocial styaits. Their owner,
elad in & erimson plush smwoking-suit, had Bnished his
breakiast and was enjoying & cigarette and the perural of
The Sportsnan, when the grim Colonel was announced. He
at once got up.

+I mﬁly don't know whethar it is any nse to ask youo to
sit down,” be eaid ; *but pray doso if you feel inclined. In
fact, you may consider me entirely at your orders. lam
ready to give yon a cigar or o clear away the furniture and
engage in & stand-up fight—just aa you please.’

71 eame here,” answered Medhurat, speaking in the sharp,
ataccato accenta of a man who has some dittienlty in con-
trelling Limself, * because, after what I eaid to you at Mise
Wentworth’a honse yesterday, it seemed to me that [ waa
bound to secept yourinvitation to meet you alone, It iafox
inu ta decide whether there shall be n stand.up fight or not.

For my own part, [ doo't prog:qe to break your bunes, be.
canze I don’t see what would be the good of it.”

Sir Hnrry smiiled. * Youare a heavier man than T, Colonel
Medhborst,’ he remarked ; * but, lest yon shonld think that
1 am afraid of you, I may mention that I know how to use
mg fists about as well as any man in England, T doubt
whether you would get a chance of breaking any of my bones
in two houre., Besides which, I agree with you that there
would be no particulargood in it if you did. ell, what can
1dofor you? You consider that I treated your sister hadly
and I do not deny it. Would youn like me to ¢ross the Clan-
nel snd fight a dnel with yon? Ff so, [ am quoite willing to
obliﬁe you’

‘No, answered the other, gloomily; *1 don't ses that
there would be sny good in that either. And why should 1
lev you have s shot at me? I meant what I told you
yeaterdaymuu are ot & gestlemsn and you have no title
to be treated as onel’

' Fron: the teason which you gave jast now for your
visit,' returned Sir Harry, withont losing his temper, ‘I
supposed that you wished to give me an opportunity of
avenging an inanlt. If youlide't, and if yon won't fight,
mgly ventnre to ank why you are heye?

he guestion was certainly excusable; bnt Medhurst,

who had not expected it to Le put quite sc soon, was oot

repared to answer it forthwith. He gnawed his monstache
or 8 moment and then remarked :

“You don't deny baving treated my sister badly, bat, in
my opinion, * badly " is ecarcely a strong enough werd to
use. As much as that wight have been said if you bhad at
least kept you hands off her; but to beat a defenceless
woman is—wel, it is simply to pat yoursell outside the pale
of common humanity.’

‘Un my eide,’ replied Sir Hatry, * I may say that *‘ beat-
ing ' is too strong a word te nse. 1 will tell you exactly
what happened. Your sister is a pious woman, and like
many other pious women sbe has the gift of exasperating
sinners beyond all bearing. She so evasperated me by me-
cueing e of misconduct in the presence of the servanta that
one evening I took hei by the shoulders and pushed ber out
of the dining-room. On another occasior when her maid
was in the room, she came close up to me and poured out
a torreat of aluse against & woman of whom she was
jealons and whom she mentioned by name. I was aogry
with her for mentioning names ; I threw up my hand rather
with the intention of waving ber back than of touchiog her,
and I certainly did hit her on the arm. The maid after-
wards swore that I had boxed her eara —which was a lie.
Mind you, [ admit that I was violent and I sdmit that my
wife had reazon te be jealous ; only [ submit that when you
apeak of my having beaten her, you go too far.’

! There is the eridence of eye-wilnesses, which was not
refuted and which was believed by the jury,’ returned Med.-
hurst, doggedly ; ' I am not bound to accept your version of
what ocourred, don’t care to discnss the matter; it is
past mendiog,  But dne thing I wish to say to you: you
must cense your visits to Miss Wentworth's honse. It has
come 10 my knowledge that you are paying attention to har
nieca—a girl who is scarcely more than & child—and you
can't aup that I aball allow that to goon. Even you
ought tu feel that sach attentions on your part are a little
oo infamous.’

¢ L have been very forbearing with you, Colone! Medhurat,’
answered Sir Harry ; "I bave tried to make every allowance
for the indignation which you express aud which I should
express quite &s forcibly, I daresay, if I were in your place.
But I must point oot to you that you are now puotiing for-
ward claime which are wholly inadmissible, Isammlly. 1
am oot golog to tell you whether you are mistaken or not
in imaginiog that I am paying attentions to Mliss Hylvia
Wentworth ; but, it 1 were, I could rok recogbise any right
on your patt to interfere with me, We will drop that sub-
ject, if you please.

* Then I shall direct Mr Wentworth’s attention to the re-

b of‘ the proceedings instituted sgainat you in the Divorce

ourt.

* Ot eourse you are at liberty to do so; althonugh I presume
that Lie is already acquainted with them. l“osaig]y, if I
think fit to make the attemipt, [ may convince him that the
evideace waa not strictly in accordance with the facts.’

* Possibly you may, if yon are shamneless enough—as per-
haps yon are. Aopd yet it does seem to mie that no human
being with & epark of manliness left in hira conld be quite
auch & rascal. Surely it ina no preat thing to ask that you
should refrain from bringing wisery npon a girl who ien’t
old esough to understand what a history like yours means |
You have escaped scot free; nobody has {xumahed you for
what you bave done ; as I have told you, I myself doa't in-
tend to punish you—*

* Oh, excuee ine,’ interrupted Sir Harry ; * you really must
not expect me to thank {ou for aparing me. I have oftered
to give you any kind of satisfactivn that youa like to ask
for ; if you won's take advantage of niy cifer the fault is not
mine. [’pon no conceivable ground are you eatitled to dic-
tate to me who my friends ahall be.’

There war no disputing that sssertion, and Colone]l Med-
hurst, after a moment of meditalion, realined that he could
not dispnte it. * Very well,’ he mid ; *you will take yonr
courss nod I aball take mine. T don't think an badly of Mr
Wentworth as to believe thiat he will let you into his house
when he has lieard what 1 shall tell him about you.’

With that he turned on hins heel, and left his antagonist,
feeling that he had Ly no means had the best of the en-
counter.

And now it weemad to him to be pothing lees than hia
simple Juty to call in Upper Rrook-strest and make a more
ampie u oiy to Miss Wentworth for his treatment of her
visitor than he had made st the tiwe. He bad been in the
Hght o far ws Bir Harry Brewster was concerped, bot he
bad certainly been in the wrong in creating an embarrassing
situation for & Indy, and he felt that he ought 1o ray w0,
Perhaps he may aleo have been influenced by s strong de-
sire to make his peace with vhe lady in question ; Lut if so,
he was honestly nnconseious of it.” Towards Live o'clock,
therefore, he wended his way weatwanls, animated by senti-
ments of the most penitent humility,

Nosr, it so ehanced that st the sanme hour Muriel was re.
turning home from her daily visit to the ehildren’s hospital,
anid thns it was that she was overtaken within a few yards
of her own door by & gentlen:an whose aspect waa very much
lees warlike than it bad been on thc ocvasion of their las:
meeting.

Medhurst offered hia exenees a little awkwardly yet after
& fashion which waa neither nntlattering nor displeasing to
their recipient. She nanderstood very well that bhe could nat
bring himself to express regret for having used plain lan-
guage to a sconndrel, but that he was mortally a{ra.id lest,
b,? so doing, he should have lust the good opinion of one
whose friendship he valued, and she hastenad to assare him
that there was no ground for that apprebension.

*You coald not have acted in mny other way,” she de-
clared ; ¢ you only eaid what it was impossible to help say-
ing, and I gquite agree with you that Sir Harry Brewster
cught nnt to be allowed to enter our houre. But what can
Ido? Itis not my house, and my brother laughs at the
ilea of my setting myself up as a judge of the morality of
his acquaintances.”

‘It 19n’t as an acquaintance of your brother’s that yau
object to Sir Harry Brewster,’ remarked Medhurat unwit-
tingly takiog np a somewhat more peremiptory tone than
he wuuld have adopted, had be been reproaciied for his in-
diseretion. ‘T won't pretend to be ignorant of what 18 so
obrious, and it is difticult to me to Lelieve that Mr Went-
worth cofi be ignorany of it either.”

* He ¢an always maoage to shub his eyes bo things which
ha doesn't wish o see,’ sighed duriel.” ‘1 have told him
what I am afraid of ; but Le treats it as & mare's nest. He
doesn’t want to ¢ut Sir Harry Brewster, who amuses him,
and he refnses to believe that there can any danger in
the casa of & man who is almoat as old as he himself is.*

‘But even admitting that there is no danger, Lo must see
that his daughter cught not to be upon intimate terms with
a man of that character. 1 think, 1f you don't mind, I will
have a little talk with him upon the subjecs.’

*Qf course I don't mind, answered Muriet, *but I am
afraid he will only laugh at you, I have told the servants I
shall not be at home te Sir Harcy Brewster in future. That
wuch I was entitled to do; but I can’t prevent Sylvia from
meeling bim elsewhere,  Fortunately sbe will be going
down to the conntry in & few days, and I have written to
beg Harriet Morecamba to keep her as long as possible, I
don’t think &ir Harry is serious: it is about her that I am
frightened.’

In speaking with so moch frankness Muriel was giving
Colonel Medhurst a proof of friendship which Le appreciated
and which lnddenelfhis heart.

* We ought to be able to protect your niece between us,
Miss Wentworth,’ aaid he conbidently. ‘' Brazenoitout as he
may, that rascal must be ashamed of bimself and must
koow that be hasn't & leg to stand upon. Anyhow, I'm
glad to think that he won't be received by you any more.
Probably Mr Wentworth has forgotten some incidents of
which I shall take the liberty to remind him.”

Mauriel, who by this time was standing on the donrstep,
suiled and looked doubtfully at him., ¢ Yon won't be angry
if {ou are politelg requested to mind your own business,
will you ¥ she nsked.

*Not1! [ consider it ny business to be of use to you in
any way that I can—aod I don't lose my temper very easily,
Miss Wentworth, though 1did forget mys=elf in your pre-
sence yesterday,’

Muriel smiled again and held out ber hand. ‘I won't
ask you to come in this evening,’ said she, ' because I think
perhaps you bad better not meet Sylvia ; but if you care to
call in & few days yon can do so without any fear of finding
Bir Harry Brewster in the drawing room.’

So the day ended for Colonel Medhurst a good deal better
than it had begun, Witk what wenpons he was to defent
the machinations of Sir Harry Brewster he hardly knew ;
but one thing was, happily, beyond doabt, namely, that he
liad entered into an ulYmuce with Muriel Weatworth.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

A MODEL HUSBAND.

It was one of those wild nights you read of in nine novels
out of ten.

The cold spring rain splashed viciously against the panes
and the shutters rattled and bacged as the titful gusts of
wind swept through the deserted streets,

It wae lodge night, but Brother Fay toncluded to stay at
home for omce, particularly as his inother-in-law waa on
her perindical inepection tour, and spending m couple of
weeks with him.

With » sigh he rofled back in the rocker, his feet ina
chair and & news llper:xrud open before him like a screen,

Presently he chuckled, and wife and mother looked up
from their sewing inquiringly.

* Kather a remarkable case,” he exclaimed, looking over
the top ol the paper, and with & suspicious twitch about
the corner of his mouth, he read aloud :

t11 A model husband died recently, He had been married
Iorhy-hh:ee years and Dever spent & night away frum
home," .

*Well, I should say he was & model husband,' broke in
the old lady gritmly. ~ * Just think of it, Mary dear, furty-
three vears and every avening spent at heme.  No Judge
could coax lim saway from his family,” she added, signiti-
eantly. * Poor inan, he ought to have & monument s mile
high,” and she vigheld deeply.

Brndther Fay held the naper & little higher, and con-
tinued :

¢ Never speat & night from home. He was paralyzed.

Without, the starm beat harder and lowler (8 habit stormis
bave at such timmen) while within silence reignrd. rave the
suppressed rostle of the paper mud the 'ewish ’ of the thread
through the pillow-case on which the old Iady wes working.
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INTER-PROVINCIAL CHESS TOURNEY.

WRIITNGTOX T. ACCKLAND
TowARDs the end of May a maich Iclegn.phmhz‘-
belmlhe\\'d.lingm{nd.\ukl:il Chess nbL
was the first occasiom om which there has been a
strength between them, alihoagh the elubs hare eldi
in existence many years, and i therefore a welcome sign
unhm of game thai the popalaricy of chess is

ing. The Aockland Clab has had s eomrtinuous
bcl qualified existence for some tweniy.sevem yearm,
and was ired some seven years since.  Some of the

Garland. Jakms. and Dr. Horme, none of whom, hnrevu.
now Hzure as active members. Lately the clab bas had the
wisfortune to lose it three leading players, so the toun
with Wellington did mot resalt vczorioasly for &nckm
though ey made s good Arhe
Satunlay-evening mitingy, the rame ended with the score as
follows :—Wellingion, seven wins 30 Aunckland's Gre, and
three draws. We here pablish the poreraie of the succem-
ful members of the “elﬁn.ﬂon team.

After ihree sncoesive

THE CARGLIKE ISLANDS.

-
tSEE ILLUITRATIONS, FRONT PAGE )

HESE obeeare i=fands in the Pacifie Qeean,
the possermon of which formed at one times
a2 bone of conteniion between *pain and
ermany, lie 10 the porthk of New Goines
in 3.45 and 10°.25 N lar., and extending
to the east beyond 163 L fong. They
were named Carolines, or Carolmaa. from
an island Jiscovermi by Lareano in 1636,

and 30 named by him in hodoar of his Sovereizn, Carlos IL

of Spain
Thete islands pumber abous thirty, and uatil compara-

Canncdly. Wellinglan,
ME P. TAIT.

nively recently were seldom visiied by Earopeans  Hogoln,
the langeat, is sitaated on the esstern extremity of the
groap. Yap. in the extreme west, i pext in =mrze,
abnat two-thirds less. The others are very smail

Most of the trade of these islands is in the hands of
Enziishmen and Germans, the staple articien of eommerce
betngz copra apsd rrAe-de mev,

Thoagzh Spain eaims soverignty over the Carolines, she
never appears o have done moch in the way of trading with
them, bat seem= to baze her alleged right to their possession
on the fact thar ey were discoversd by a Spanish naval
otfizer.

Wrigplesworth &~ Binna, Well.
MR J. W, TURNBULL

C HESS TOURNAMENT—AUCKLAND

ME BARNES.

Among the mare lete early of the Camlix
Islands s that by the Juun..lm Aptonio Cantovs, whe
vitied seversl of the islands in 1721, and during his
voyage thither, 1731, was killed ax_the Island of Mogmog.
lsudnedylhemylgeof{'lpmnl}npenq in the French
ship La t'oquille, 1o 1822, to she m.rteylofllur.:ldlmrtl
Lutke in the Rosdan corvesie La Smiacine, and the works
of Captain Cheyne, and Dr. Galick of the Hawaii

ME. F. K. RELLING

nhﬁ.fwl&mdthﬂGmylﬂSmm
] nﬂ.rlymmg 1*H

mtlanltme breadih ul'fm-ulﬂ' —aboat half aa
lal;!elsthelsle

that we owe, says & writer in the Field, var present geo-
graphical knowleldge of the Carcline Lslands, for, lhou‘ﬂ
there are at the present time several white setilers

Wrigpplesrarth & Biana TWell
ME S LITILEJOHN.

Ap group &cting as agenta for English and German hoawes,
they have done lirtle to furnish ts with further information.
‘ap differa eonsiderably from any uviher island in 1he
B e iamg of voleanic oragon. "Ta in serictly sposiang. mok
w T i%, sEric

onexsland.,mngbu: three, uo::ge“:;mhem pormgs intersected
in two places by narrow chaonels The northern balf of
the island ts traversed by a ridge, which at one point artainn
an attitude of abous 1,190ft ; the southern portion is tac,
eovered with underwood, above which rise numerous cocos-
nat palms ; and we donbt not thay many of our readers will
be somewhas surprised when they are informed thas chis

ME, W. MACKAT.

Frigglesworth 4 Binnz, Wl
ME F. L. BAKEWELL.

TEXES WEAr hair, and tock it wp in the form of a knob

on the side of iead. The dress worn by the men is very
scanty = but the females are decently their dress con-
wicting of a petticoas formed of loog gras=, or banana fitre.

Boil. men and women wear hats made of
similar to thowe worn by the Chinese. The implewenta of
are knives, nh\.nlmg-,,

\WELLINGTON.
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<3 Two [etters:iiz

By BEANDER MATYHEWR)

L
FROM THE ‘GOTHAM GAZETTE OF AFREIL 2.
FRIX AN OCCASIONAL (ORBRESMONDENT.
GENRGETOWN, DENEERARA, April L.

B STEAD locked over the cliff azain. Not
I8 one of the White Indians was in sizht. So
he knew he bal & good start, To stand
still was bat to iovite death. His one
chance of life lay in reaching the bridge
first.  He set off a3 once at & rapid pace
notwithstanding the heary weight of trea-

B snre which lined his belt.” I it were abso-
P lutely necessa:y 10 =ave his life, he was
ready to abandon the gold, but ooly ueder
the most desperate rircamstances did he intead 1o give it up.
The pursuers meant to kill him aml to get his precions
borden ; and Mr Stead was resolved 1o present, if he could,
their doing either.

Knowing that his enemies were now following him elosely,
he looked %n.ck with every few steps he rook. In tive fear
of a fatigne which might prevent his reacking his objeet, he
dared mot over-exert himself, buy he walked as fast a3 he
thought wise. He restext himself now and again by break-
ing into a jog-trot whenever the incline of the ground was
not oo abrupt. He had covered nearly tmo-thirds of the
distanee irom the brow of the hill 1o whete he might hope
to lind the bridge when he eangbt the first plimpse of his

ureners ; the ontline of & single man stood onr against the
Eorizon. He quickened his

When next he loocked Lack there were fear or five men
ﬁ::he:ed 1ogether in a litile eroap aboot rhe tall ehief. As

is eyes were on them the cbief waved one hand, and the
warrtors sprang forward in a brisk run.  He bad seen them,
and he knew tha: they could see him. Ir was now a jues-
tion of speed. If he conld ges across the bridge safe and
sonnd, ik mig'hl be that he could beld ix uncl nightiall
should give him another c of escape. If they should
catch up to him on the open ground, or if there shcold not
be any bridze at the epot where be hoped to find it, then all
=onld be over; his life wonid not be worth an hoar’s par-
chase, bowever dearly he might sell it

Toe ground favoured bim just then, and be dropped into
a pentle ra.  Soon the declisity too steep for so
rapid a progress, and be fell back to & walk. Again be
looked at bis parenevs.  The little group about the chief,
not 26 compact now as when be had first seen it, had covered
more than a quarter of the diztance which had reparated
then:. And bebind these were three other groups rushing
toward bim, stretching across the slope ooe after the other.

Mr Stead set bis teeth and strode forward. For fire
minutes he toiled steadily upward; as be neared his goal
the ascent was steeper, When he could no lopger resist the
desire to see whether or not hir enemiex were gaining on
bim, he turned bis head again.  The chief and hia jollowers
were bai & few hundred reer behind him—searcely beyond
bow-ahor ; and t4iling out over the inclined plain were half
a haodred more White Indians, all racing towsard him. As
they sa¥ him looking at them they raised fierce yells of
hagred.

In ten yards more Mr Stead came oot on the bnink of the
river, which rollel along in a deep pulf below, whence it
sent oul a clond of epray from a thundering «ataract,
scaree & huodred jeet before him the gulf was spanned by &
slight awinging bridge.

Me 51 saw it, and he pave a gmap of relief ; knowing
there was now no more peed 1o bhushand bis streagth, he
ruzbed forward a2 fast #s he conld. When be came to the
fook-path which led o the bridge be was »1ill sbandred feet
in sdvance of the pearest of his purssers. He crossed the
frail agd vibrating structume aa swiftly as he dared, though
it trembled beaeath his tread, and Mnmﬁ'zmm side to side
until it almoes threw him off intr the k abyss below,
whers the river raged fercely alonz.  As he was wiling up
the farther half of the bridge the White Indians arrived on
the brink of the cliflf behind kim. They pansed and two of
them fitted arrows 1o their bows  Joe of these missiles
miwed Mr Stead, the other strock bim in the back of the
waiit, and broke off againss the plates of gold which pro-
tected his person at that place.

When he set foot on the irm land and faced aboat, three
of his fves were already vn the bridge and crossing over.
He stood still in the centre of the path and took deliberate
aim awi tired The foremost Ipdian threw op his haads
and fell sideways irow the bridge. A second shot struck
the next man in the right thigh, and he dropped back.
vainly gras ing, as be turned in the air, at the ropes which
snppurte] the fragile pathway, aod dropped down into the
dark water which was voanog along 1he bottom of the
chasm nwre than & hupdred feet below.  The thind man
bad hot jast etarted on his periloas passage ; when his two
prodece:cors perished so suddenly, be hesitated for & second,
then he sprang iorward apain be chief stretebed out Lis
arm aod stayed the other White Indians as thev came up,
waiting tv soc what mwight be the fate of the thind man.
Mr Siead beld hiz ire antil this naa—s tall, bandsome fel-
low—was within fifty feet of him, then he palled the
%riggzer, aod the pareoer, shot throagh the heart, sprang up
intn Lke air, and fell down into the gulf below, knotted into
acvavulaive ball. Then Mr Stead, seeing that there was
Go muvenent ob the part of his enewies 1o attack aguin, e
loa{et bis revolver.

By this time nearly all the warriors bad asenibled on
the other side. Seversl of the late-comers were abtwut to
tun forward on the bridge, bat the tall chief called them
heack. Suddenly n dight of arrows shot acrces the chaso,
and Huktered duwn beinte Mr Stesd's feet. He was jost
oal ol raange, but be thought it best w discourage any
denire they might bave to gse¢ him as 3 mark. Takiog care-
fol aim, be fired bis revolver agais, and the ballet broke
tbe chiel's arm.  An awful yell swrose o1 Lbis, and for the

shird time the chief had to restrain the impatnosity of his
followern. Mr Stead comld not bat admire the reekless
bruvery of hin foes, eager w aacrifice thei lives 10 arengy
their leader.

‘or & few minetes thers was a respite. While an old
mat carefully bandaged the ehiel's woonded arm, the others
gathered abont them a0d raisd & weird, irregalar, pathetic
chant, which settued part of the teremonial of care. Mr
Stend took adrantage of the Inl! 1o consiler the aitnarion.
S0 loag a8 he coaki hold the end of the bridge be was saie ;
they could adrance aeroms it oply one a1 & Dime, and cheir
nambers were thereiore of 0o advantage to them  Yer this
secorily was bol temporacy ; he darmi pot abandon his post,
for his safery depended on his defending it. He was foreed
16 remain wisere he was, and to make no attempt to procesd
on his journey. His foes cotmonbered bim fifty to one.
They eoald tire bhim oot and they conld starve bim oamt if
they were willing te setrle down 1o & siege. They migh:
aven separate, and while one detachment kept him at bay,
the other might recrace its steps 1o the place where he shos
the bird of ill omen, and where their canoes were ; ihen,
erssing the river in these, they might come down and take
him in the rear.

This acheme seenied to have oetarmel to the chief at the
Tery moment that it 2uggested itself to Mr Niead. From
hiz commanding pocition the American =aw the Jeader of
the White Indians call 2 man forwani and give him a series
of orders, accompanied by geztures which Mr Stead foond
po difficelty in interpreting. When he had received his in-
stractions the ¢chosen lender of 1he detachment went among
his comrades and picked out a dozen of them. These he
drew up in line before the chief, who spoke & few wonls of
advice, apparently. and of warning. When the chief,
eeased, hiz followers raized & chous of anticipatoty tromph,
shaking their weapons in the air, and easring looks of
hatred against the zsingle American. Then the Jesignated
gronp broke away from the main body and ran back on
their owp trail. lesw than five minntes they were lost 1o

1.

M1 S1ead had no donbt as to the meaning of the departnre
of this detachment of his foes. He knew that in a definite
time—probably four or ive honrs—he woald be ontHanked.
With an enemy behind him, against whom he conld have no
protection, hit doon: wonld soon be sealed. He saw thar if
he wished Lo sare hiz life, and to bear off the treasore which
had heen eonfided to him, and which he had boond bimzelf
to convey zafel¥ o itz destinazion, he mnst do something,
and he mnst do it quickly.

His irst thought was 1o piek off his opponent= one by vae,
as be bad wonnded the chiei. But a moments retlection
showed the impossibility of this proceeding. There were
atill nearly twoecore White Indians ak the other end of the
bridge. By taking ther unawares, be migh: hope to kili
ten or & dozen. Buk what would this profit him ? The rest
wonld hide themselves behind the rocks, and, securely
undzreover, they could then bide their time, exposing them-
selves only when their comrades might announce their arrival
on his =ide of the river. And yet another reason deterred
him. His stock of ammunidon was limited ; be had barely
a score more cartridgzes,

To remain where he was wonld be impossible, and to re-
treat while bis foe= might at owce cross the bridge after
bhim was to invite an immediate death. His ooly hope of
safety was 20 to bar their passage acroes the river that he
mizbt continge his jourvey withont fear of their following

The bridge was of & kind ancommon in Gaissa, bot fre-
quent egough in the passes in the Andes, where it was
found when the soldiers of Pizarme first trod the =il of
Pern. 1ti2 probably the most primitive form of the suzpen-
sion bridge. It consistz of two stont eables stretched across
the valley in  pendant are.  These cables are made of the
pliant woody stems of elimbing planis, twisted into bosh-
ropes,as they arecatled : and they are almost onbreakable by
any sirain likely to be pot onthem. These 1ough and Bexi-
ble cables are fastened to hoge rocks on each side of the gulf,
ranning parallel with each other, less than a vard apart.
They are toored with light planks [aid across from eable o
cable, and securely Jashed by bands of mamurie, a finer eord
made of osler withes or lianaz. o each side of the main
cables and a little above thew ie ancther slighter buzh-rope,
intended to serve a5 & hand-mil for those who trust them-
selves on the fragile and oecitlating bridge.

‘Lo block & delicate suspension-bridge like this so as to
debar & pavage across it would be jmpossible.  Bot as Mr
Stead, under the pressure of imgending death, took stock of
the situation and econsidered the matter in every lighy, be
saw that it might not be impaxible to destroy the bridge.
Touagh as were the huge cables of twisted sines, be believed
that he could saw throogh them with the knife which every
South- American traveller must needs Unfortonarely
as he found, he eould not do the work of destruerion except
in full zight of the belesguering foe. Un bis side of the
river a lip of rock thrusting well oat into the valley had
been chosen as the landing-place; the two cables been
stretcbed tightly acroes, then they dizappeared ioto the
earth, being apparently made fast to subterranean stones

Mr Stead made & most careful examination. His one
chance of salety was to deswroy the bridge, and the vne
place where this conld best be done was at the very verge of
the precipice from which it pmojected. In faet, to wurk to
advanlage, Mr Stead saw that be wonld have to bend for-
ward over the yawping chasm.  For this reason he removed
his tressure-belt s jackes, laying it at his feet. He looked
10 his revolver, preparing a little pile of cartridges ready to
bis band, wisely thinking thas the White Indians wounld
probably renew their attack as »oon a: they discovered
what he was doing. He sharpened bis knife Then be
seated himself between the two cables at the edge of the
shelf of rock, and Lecan 1he task of cotticg them in two.

He had lahoured for several minutes beiore the White
Todians tgok any potice of his movementa Then one of
them beghn to wateh him suspicionsly, and called the atten-
tion of the chiefl. In & minoie they discovered what his ob-
Ject was, A wild sbriek of rage aross, sod two bien neized
their weapons and sprang forward along the bridge.  Mr
Stead shifted bis koife to bis left hand and grasped his
revolver. The two White [ndians came on as fast as their
swinging foothold woald allow. When they were within
forty feet of hiem be fired, aod the first man fell back. He
fred aguin. and the second man, tripping oo bis comrane’s
body, which iay dead acrom the font path, Jrop) down,
tarning spesmodically until be struck the water below, and
was burmried ogt of sight,

Mr Stesd reloaded Lis revolver and resumed work.

Uther White lodiaos bupg back just at the entrance to

the bridge, doubting amd mnderided. The American Keps
e e e R
regeta X was .
Inutil.ﬂﬂdfordnng‘lhlndski.ﬂmdﬁm’g There was
a besitalion among his adrersaries which gave him oppor-
tanity almost 1o sever the cable as his right hand ; at leass
it was more than balf cot throagh, when bis knife broke,
and the best part of the blade alipped into the abysa

At this mowent be noticed an unnsual movement among
the White [ndians. They bad withdruwn a little 1on ¢lear
:nmononeside.tnd thers they had formed a ring nroond

¢hiel. Chanting & wild bat siwple refrain, they eireled
about their wounded leader, who stood erees in the censee,
beating time by striking the gronnd with a hollow bamboo
staff he beld in bis nosounded band  The rude and mon-
otonons song they sang rerembled a dirge, wailing and
fonereal ; it was broken al regular intervals by direondans
shonts

With the stamp of Lis knife still serviceable, Mr Stead
was at torkhuen . mhlea-l his llal': : bar he pever took hia
eyea from the enemy. ¢ eould not gues iheir
bat he fely sure thas it portended eril 10 him, Ml:uh'ﬁ:
most be more than ever on his gaard.

Soddenly there was & shont londer than the rest, and one
o_fdthe .‘r\'hh.ue Ihgndn.ns' broke frum the ring and stoxi on one
side, en the sane monotonous wailing began again ;
and in dne season there was another longd shoar, and a
recond man left the ring and took his piace by the side of
the first. A third time the rade chanting began, the chief
beating on the ground with his bambou s1aff, and after the
same interval there was again a lnod shoat, and a thinl man
took position with the other two.

This proceeding puzzled Mr Stead, snd, withoot slarking
hizs labour on 1he left-hand cable, he bent his attention to
the doinga of hia fues. Strange as was ihe rough ehant,
which soon again for the fonrth time, there seemed to
the American sometbing famiiiar in i1s rhythm. He had no
memory of havisg ever beard it before, yet it rang with a
pulsativn vaguely resembling something that bad tallen on
his ears somewhere. For a while be could not place jt.
But as it concladed for the fonrth timwe wiih a shour, and &
fourth man etood aside, there came baek to Mr Stead the
echo of a foolizh rhyme of biz chilubood, a jinzle of gibberish,
onneaning. bot n-eful, for it served to designmate that one
of hiz boyi-h playfellows whoee duty ik should be o chaze
and touch Lhe re=t of them.

Ther, as_the etrange strain aicce For the fifth time, the
American kpew what it was, and he saw ks signih -
It mae & counting-ous rhyme, by which the followers of the
tall ehief were choosing men for a zpecial parpose.  Different
as wae the doggerel he had uzed in hiz boyhood from that
which he heard oow, there was the same marked regularity
of be:s.ul the same simple rhythm, and, above all, the same
reault,

A fifth man took hia position beside the others whe had
thus been chosen by chance.  When the songz ceaced sgain,
a sixth man stepged out of the ring and joined his five com-

rades.

Mr Stead was working away steadily, and he had made
a deep cot in the eable at his left, softer and more rotten
than that on his right, so that his labonr was not harder,
thoagh he now had but the stump of 2 knife

After the six men had been selected the rbythmie chant
ceazed, and the ring was abandoned. The White Indjans
gathered about tbe chief to receive his inscruetions.

Then, and then only, did Mr Stead discover their intent.
The chiei knew that the revolver could hire only six shots
without reloading. He bad picked out six men to sacritice
themselves by drawing these six shots, after whieh the
American would be defenceless.  The rest wonld rosh for-
ward. The plan was simple, and it bid fair to auecead.

Mr Stead worked oo with desperate energy. Ervery
second was precioos 1o him,  [f they woald delay their a:-
tack bat five winutes longer, the bridge would be eut, and
he woald be secare from parenit.

Bat thes did mot delay & zingle minnte, The six men
stepped to the head of the bridge, and stood one behind the
other, ready to advance. The chiei came forward beside
them and raised hia hand. They fell on their knees, and
he waved his staff above their heada, while the rest of the
White Indians ottered a shrill ery, balf detiant and balf
sorrowiul. Then they arose and ginled themselvea for the
certain death to which they were going. The others fell in
line behind them, headed by the chief.

Mr Stead saw that the moment had come. He rose to bis
feet Lo await the attack.

A momeat more and it came.  The chief gave the signal.
A yell of rage and bate broke from the throats of the White

* Indiangs, and tbe rix doomed men st forward to cross the

bridge, in single fije, followed by the chief and the res: of
their fellow-tiribesmen,  More acenstomed to the cacillations
of to frail a structare, their progress was far wore rapid
than Mr Siead’s was when be had been forced to run across
the bridgze with the enemy ¢loee bebind him.

When the firss of the six had reached the body of a man
who had beea killed when Mr Stead began to cat the eable,
the American fired, and the White Indian plunged forward
head-first into the ehesm. Thea Mr Stead Gred again, aad
the second man, reeling forward, grasped the corpee which
lay across the bridge, and togetber the two—the dead anl
the dying—dropped beadlong into the gulf below, A third
shot, and & founih sbot, aod a Lifth shot, and three wore of
the asmilanta were swept from the bridge.

At the sixth shot the 1evolver missed fire, and the last of
the choeen »ix was within twenty feet of Mr Stemd when,
on_the recond aitempt, the tripger did its dory and the
ballet found its billet in the doomed man’s beart

The six shois bad dune their woik, apd the six men had
done theirs, The seventlh man—the chief bimself—was not
moie than tweoty-Gve feet distant whea the last ball Jefs
the American’s revolver. There was o time to load again.
The beat Mr Stead could do was to fight for bia life man o
map, at the head of the brid He ped the revolver
by the barrel, and be stoo, and with bis left band seized
the stump of the knile. e thonght that the seconds he
had yet to live were connted, bot he did oot blabch ; and
be looked death in the face and flinched pot.

Bat it waspot to be.  Fortune favoura the brare.  Thoungh
be had not had time to cut the cables wholly in two, be
weakenes them so that they were upable to besr the strain
of the whole band of White Indisns. The foremost was
barely & yurd from the end of the bridge when the left cable
parted, aod Mr Stead saw his foes fall together into the
dark river below. With a mighty effurt the chief, who was
sk the bead of the line, reached forward w clutch the solid
earth. His band grasped the treasare-belt, which had lain
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Soad’s feer all throagh the Aghe, and it elasped this
‘.';.f'm.,ripd«' perati '.I.u.f dd ion of de
liverance irom death, Mr Stead was not ps_esough wo
see this minor danger, and the chief of Lhe W hite Indians
bore with bim o the botton: of 1be turbalent river the pold
which the Ametican h:dlri-_-ked hia life to save  To expect

ver it is hopeles. i
E'E‘Ih::em:' oo peed to delay your readers with a detailed
asccount of Mr Stead's retorn to civilimtion. As 8000 as he
‘waa fiee from the danger of pursuit, be set out for the vil-
1age of friendly Indians, which he foand, as he had ex-
pected, some liﬁeen niiles further down she river. H_e-eAhe
was well received, and supplied with the ueans of continning

3 mey. .
h"‘me Ec this village he made inguiry for Austin, who
had basels deserted bim in his boar of peril. To Mr Stead's

grief—althoogh not a1 all o his surprise—be foond
that poihing had beeo heard of Aastin.  And a2 yet nothing
has been bheard of tbe fellow. Tt was pighifall when Anstin
thrust loose from the bank and started slone oo his voyage
down the river. In hia fright it is probable thas he forgot
the rapis before him until it was too Late to tuik back, or
even to cheek his cance. Barely a mile below the point
where he abandoced Mr Stead, the river beecomes narrow
and the bank preeipilons, and there is a succession
of eataracie 15 was above this goleh that MMr Stead
foaght for his life, and it was prolably jo this
gulch that Austin met his death by the wrecking of
bis capoe in the tormoil of waters. [f onece the wood skin
had got canght in the rush of 1he rapids, thete would be no
possible ehanee of escape for its rolitary occopant Thax
this is what Lappened to Anstin seems now beyood doubs,
since no other explanarion of Lis disap ce js poasible
Conard as the fellow was, it iz sad to think of his dark and
lonely voyage wo & ocertain and horrible death. .

It was only the night before last that Mr Stead arrived
here at Georgetown.  Yesterday I had the pleasure of meet-
ing him, and of hearing the fuil tale of his adventures from
his own lipe.  In transeribing these for your remlgrs I have
passed the night. It seems to me to be a duty which 2 man
of letrers owes his fellow-wnan to set forth simply and sce-
cinetly =0 brave s bt aguinst terrible odds as that which
Mr Stead bas juse fougbr. It is the study of a strong
charaster like his, and of brare deeds like this, which re-
stores our faith in oar common honmanity. A

1 have chonghs it best also that the facts of this ontrage
on an Ameiican citizen shoald be laid Lefme the people of
the Upited States as zoon as possible, thas the Stawe De-

mens might be moved to take prompr action.

This letter goes back to you by favenr of Mr Joshua Hof-
man, whose Leauriful steam-yacht, the Khadamanthos, is
o sail for New York thizafternoon.  Mr Hoffman haz been
spending & fortnighk in theie waters; he expresses himsell
ax delighted with the «cenery, and much beneiited in health
by the rest be has obrained

"I espect to zail for the Urinoeo early next week, sand you
shall hear from me again at the very frst oppoﬂllnily‘i‘z-

IL

FEOM THE "GOTHAM GAZETTE OF APRIL 22

OFFICE OF THE ESSEGTTRO GolD CoMpPaxT.
T Broapwav, NEw YoRE, April 21

To the Editor of the Gotham Gazette -

5iR,—1 have read with interest she entertaining letter from
an Oecasivoal Conespondent which you have published this
worning, and which parpernts o pive an accourt of an ex-
tmordi:my cutrage recently committed in British Goiana on
an American named Stead by a tribe of bitherto unknown
White Indians 1 Lhate to bave 1ospoil 30 sensational a story,
but I see thas there is & 201t of to-becontinued-in cur-next
at the end of his letter, and I feel, therefore, thar [ am only
anticipatiog the corvection the U 1 Correspond
will be foreed to make as soon as he knows what has hap-
pened sinee he wrote, Perbaps yoan will excose me if 1 suggest
that before writing ke might have inguired more carefully
as to the value of the infinmation be received.

What has hap zince ten is that the man Stead was
airested yesterday for thefr and for attempted morder. The
thing he tried to stenl was the gold entrusted 1o hiny 10
eonvey from the mines to the east.  The man be tried wo
morder was his accom plice in the intended theft— Anstin.

When | inform you that Aunstin is in New York, that he
has confessed folly bis thare in the rebbery, and that be bas
accnsed Stead of an attempt 1o pat him oot of the way, it
may occar to some of those who 1ay have read the exciting
letter of the Uccasional Correspondent that be iz & gentle-
mag of an endaly confiding nature, and that he hasinadver.
tently allowed bimseif to be nsed by & rascal i

‘I'he exact facts of the matter are that Stead and Aunstin,
being entrusted with the gold of the Essequibo Gold Cow-
pany, conspired to steal it. When_they had arrived near
the canon across which Stead claims to have fou%bt 0
brare a Aight against such long odds, theg dug a bole aud
buried the gold, Stead telling Austin that be would invent
a tale of an attack by the White Todians, who exist inloeal
smperstition, but whom nobody has ever seen. That nighs
the thieves fell out, and =% set Auastia adriftr in & canoe
withont a paddle, knowing that there was a water-fall
ahead, and hoping that his accomplice wor!d be drowned
Ap ntly Aastin is reserved for another fate; his canve
sank on w roek in shallow water : he waded asbore, and was
taken up by a land of friendly lodians, with whom be jonr-
neyed =lowly to the eoast  He armrived at tieorgetown
about Midnight, a few hours befure the Rhadamanthos
sailed, Going to a friend’s house, be heard the story Stead
had been telling, and in fear of his life he determined to Hy
the couniry. This friend had done some triﬂ'mF service for
Mr Joshus Hoffman, and thus Anstin so ed in beiog
takes aboard the Rhadsmanthas without the koowledge uf
the people of Gieorgetown.  There ia a pleasant iroay io the
fact that the very yacht which bore away the Uccasional
Correspordent’s account of Stead’s single-banded combat
with impossible White Todians over u non-existent bridge
should convey also the one min whe kpew the whole
wroth.

tin bis srrival here yesterday Aunstin eawe down to the
oftice of the Eaneqoibo old Company and sqrrendered him-
sell. He made & clesn brenst of his share in the artenipt to
rob the company. We cabled st once to the Georgetown
police.  We learpt that Stead had been away in the interior

or & week, and that he bad just retwoed. © He was about

to take ahip for England when he was arrestad. The stalen
gold was foand in his poeseseion

1 have to apologise for this trespase on your spare, bat
enemies of the Esswequibo Gold Conipany try 1o use ghost
slories like that o;«:;ne Occarional Conespondent Lo deprees
1he wecurities of the company, and as iulpraddeul it is my
duty to prevent thix.  Beeides, just now I am a boll on the
marker.—Your obedient mervant, SAMUEL SBARGENT.

A WOMAN TAKES A CLERCYMAN FOR A PICKPOCKET,

A WEALTHY lady was going down town in a tram ear, with
& considerable snm of money in her purse. At one of the
stations there eame into the tram & man by whose face she
was strock, and she instantly said 1o herself that he must
be a pickpocket.  When he sat down beside her she thooght
of her well filled purse, and resuived to watch him.

Smddenly ber suspiei ighbour put hia band down as
his side. She felt 1k slide down nntil it tonched her porse,
and instantly she pat oot her own hand and seized the
stranger by the wrisk.  He did nor stroggle, and she was
in some perplexiry as to what she thonld do next, but she
thoughrt that if he should attenspt 1o get away she could at
least, show that she had him by the wrist with his hand in
her pocker.

She said afterward that she eonlid not tell why she did ot
give ao alaim ax once, but she sar goiet, waiting for her
naeighbour to make the first move.

They rode in this way for some distance, when to her
amazement the siranger at one of the downtowrt siations
prepared to rise.

*If yon will tet go of mwy arm, madam,” be =aid, with the
ntmost coolness, * 1 will get oat bere.”

He half rose az he spoke, and ro her utter confusion the
lady diseovered that bis hand, instead of being in her
pocket, was thrust into the pocket of his own ulster. The

ent hung down so that hiz hand had pressed ajainst

er porse without being in econtact with iz, and she had

been holding him by the wrisi with no apparent excusze
whaterver.

She waz overcome with confusion, but managed to =ay
that she had thought hi= hand to be in ber pocket. The
stranger smiled and went out, while a gentleman near by
leaned forward to say:  * Don't you know who that is,
madam ! That iz Rev. Dr. Blank." The name was that of
of the beit known clergymen in the city.

THE CUCKOD.

IN Longmaw’'s Magezine is an interesting account of 1he
euckoo’s well-known, and sehiom seen perforuance of ex-
eluding the young of vhe bird who has hatched it.  One of
the must graphic sketebes of the ocenrrence by an eye-wit-
ness is that of Mr Goald’s © Bindz of great Britain.® The
arcount by Mrs Blackbarm, who watched the movements of
the young cockeo is full of interest.  The nest under ob-
servaticn was thar of the comrmon meadow-pipet, and it had
az irst 1wo egps in ic besides that of Lthe cackoo.  © Ar one
¢isit,” continues Mis Blackburn, * the pipets were founnd 10
be hatehed bot oot the cuckoa At the pext visit, which
was after an interral of forty eight bonrs, we foond the
young cuckoo alone in the nest, and both the young pipets
lying down the bank, about ten inches irom the maryin of
the nest, bat quite lively after being warmed in the hand.
They were replaced in the nest beside the cuckoo, which
stroggled about wotil @8 got its back urnder one of
them, when it climbed backwarda direcily up the open
side of the neat and bitched ihe piper from ita back
on to the edge. I+ then stood qaite upright oo its
legs, which were straddied wide apart, with the claws
firmly fixed balf-way down the incide of the nest, among the
interlacing fibres of which the nest was woven, aud, stretch-
ing its legs apart and backwarnds, ir elbowed the piset Fairly
over the margin so far that its struggles took it down the
bank instead of back into the nest. _After this the cuckoo
zto0d & minnte or two, feeling back with its wings, as if to
make sore that the piper was mirly overboard, and then
subsided into the bottom of the mest.” The rejected bird
was replaced, but on sgain visiting the nest vn the following
morning both pipets were found dead out of tbe nest.  Mrs
blackbum continues :—* The cackoo was perfectly naked,
withont the vestizge of a feather, o7 even a hiot of future
feathers ; its eyes were Dot yet np_ened. and its neck seeted
too weak to support the weight of its head. . . . _ The
most singular thing of all was the direet purpose with which
the blind Littde mobster made fur the open side of the nest,
the only part where it evnld throw its burthen dowp the
bank. I think all the spectarors felt the sort of borror and
awe at the apparent inadequaey of the creatare’s intelligence
10 its acta that one might bave jelt at seeing a toothless hag
raise a ghost by an incantation. -It was horribly oncanny
and gruesome.’

THE SEA BREEZE AND THE SCARF.

H1 x1: on the easement that lovked o'er the main,
Fluttered a scarf of bloe ;

And a zay, bold breeze pansed to Hutter and tease
Thiz trifde of delicate hue.

¢ You are lovelier far than the proud skies are,’
He said with & voeice thar sizhed ;

*You are fairer to me thag the beaatifal sea ;
Uh wby do you stay here and hide ?

* Yon are wasting your life in this dull, dark room ;'
And he fondled ber silken folds,

“tFer the ca~eruent lean hot u little, my queen,
Anpd see what the great woild holds !

How the wootlerful bloe of your matchless hoe
Cheapens both ses and sky !

You are far 1oo bright to be hiJden from sight—
Cowe, fiy with me, darling, y."

Teunder his whisper, and sweet his caress,
Flattered and pleased wes she ;

The arm of ber lover lified Ler over
The cazement oot 1o the sea ;

Close to his breast she was fondly pressed,
hissed once by his laaghing mooth ;

Then dropped 10 ber grave io the cruel ware,
While the wind went whistling soath.

Ertx WHEELER WiLcOX

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

TRCTH is pot & salad thay it smmst be rerved in vinegar.
Lireal men are oaly ardinary men with their hair combed,
A TOART.
Here's to the maiden of “ba-hlal sixteen,’
Whon I've often beard of, bul Bever bave seen.
Urigipality is & thing we constantiy elantour for, and con-
stantly quarrel with,

_When an as¢ kicks at Fou he dosa so becanse he recoy-
nires that yoo are unlike bim.
THE MAKKIED MAN >INtG-R:
“Mid plemsores abd piisos often I ruam.
Hut when 1 wou!d gramble thers's no place iike bome.

There are some people in this world who woulda't te
satistied if they were perfectly contented.

Artist : * How do you like the portrait ¥ Sitter: * Weil,
Idon't exartly like the nose’ Artist: ' Neither do I—but
ir'’s yoann'

_“Coul as & cucumber’ is scientifically correet.  Investign-
tion shows that this vegetable has a temperature one degi ce
below that of the snrmanding atmosphere,

THE ¥RUDENT GIRL.
Whene'er she meels a charming mam,
She tries 10 'earn as 000 —
AWkat i< his famity ! What iz hix birth !
What are bix peospects | VWhat is he worth ?

The older a man grows the more pleasure he takes in
thinking 1hac the young are pot as wiid as be nsed to be,
and will never be as good ai he ia

Statisties prove that one man in a million lives 10 be one
hundred and eight sears old, and it doesn’t always happen
that the man who can be least spared makes the long-
distanee record

The following lines were found about ity years ayo
written with a diamond on A pane of glass in an ion at
Dublin :—

Life iz like a busy inn where travellers s

“ome only breakin<t and are oo away,

O:hers on dinner wait and are well fed,

The old=t sup= and goes to

llinng is his bill who iincers oot the dar.,
& W

goes the soonest has the leat (o pay.

Yverre Guilbert, the favonrite of Parisian concert hal's,
says she'd rather earn her £160 a night and be delnged
with boayneis on the stage than be & queen on a throne
and never have a moment fiee from the presence of stutty
old ehamberlains and gurgeons spies.

A sister of the Confederate General Price was recently
warried. The lady is & well-preserved, refined, and weli-
edocated woman of fifty. “I waited thirnty years for my
bosband, and it was nov until three weeks ago that Le
came for me,” the said to a reporier, who interviewed her
on her wedding tour.

A QUALIFIED GIFT.--Tn St John's College, Uxfont, the:e
is & very curious portrait of Chartes I, done with a pen, in
such & mancer that the lines are formed by verses trom the
Psalms, and so contrived a2 Lo contain every Psalin.  When
Charle= I, was ooce at Osford he was greatly struck Ly
thiz portrait, beged it of 1he college, and promised, in return,
to gnant them whatever request they shonld wake. This
they consented 1o, and gave His Majesty the pictare, ac-
companied with the 1equest—thal he would retarn it

THE IesexITER. —During one of the entractes (says a
Home writer, in eriticising ILsen's * Hedda tiabler’) I'was
asked if I had noticed what a singulerly unpreposessing set
of people l:ben's female worsbippers were. I had nor, te-
eanse ray attention had been fixed wpun the performanee ;
bat on retarning to the theatre I took a glance roond, and
certainly acknowledped the trath of the assertion. Apart
from a few aciresses, who, of conrse, had come {or business
puTposes, there was scarcely & good-looking woman in the
theatre. Even when Nature bad not nade them ill-
favoured, they had endeavonred 1o epoil their personal ap-
pearance by lond, vulgar, mannish artire,

Hore sor Hin. —How often do we bear a parent say of a
wmischievous boy, * I woald not nuind 3¢ mueh if 1 cyul only
believe him.” Whatever his other traits truth is essenti-
ally the touchstone of a boy's character. *1 dont kmew
that you will be able to do mnch with him,’ said a father to
the principal of & school, to whom he bad bromght his zon
as pupil, "he iz zo fnll of wischiel.” *Dvwes he tell the
trutht asked the principal. *Can I always depend upon
his word ¥ ' Uh, Yes,” said the father; *'be is honest, he
will tell the truth, even when it is against himself; yun
may depend gpon thar’ *Then we can manage him,’ saul
the priccipal  * He will make a relialle, manly man.”

How HE GoT IN.—When the Art Exhibition for tle
Piiladelpbia Exbibition of 1576 way decided npon and &r-
tists were invited to seod pictures, Mr Thom, an artisr,
went w Philadelphia and gaived admistion to the wnfiniched
gallery where be wished 1o =tody the environment of bis
work.” W hile there he noticed 1wo spaces, one on either side
of a big entrance door, which were 0 high and carrow that
it would be pretty bard work to ind pictures to it them.
Thesze spaces he carefully measured, and going home weat
a1 once to work to paint pictures of that shaje.  When the
pictares arrived their mecbanical fitness befriended them a-
well as their intriovic excellence, and they were * well
hung,' while the pames of the rejected were legion. Art
lLias made some ndvances in this ceaotry simee 1876, bet
nobody has yetarizen earlier in tbe morniog thao Mr Thom
did on' that otcaslon.

MooNLIGHT PICNtCe IN GUATENMALL —Reading novelsat
midaight by the lighy of the moon is possiblein Vi uatemala,
It is po woconimon thing (o see & senorila reclining in a
bammock with a book in her band on ber farher’s verandah
in the Costa Cuea district, Goatemaln, between twelve and
one o'clock in the morning.  There are no mounlight mights
in the L'nited States or in England like in Gustemala The
woon at certain periods of the onth isso bright that it isas
light cutdoors as duriow the day. It is too hot dunang the
day io Uoeta L'oca 1o be out for pleasure. and ali fictle ex-
¢uiriops around the ¢ountry are arraogel to take place ns
pight when the moon is bright.  For icstance wlen a fow
friends desire to take a horee-Lack ride around the ccuontry
the pleasure is pever arranged to 1ake place during the day
vime. Tbe night is alwass selected and the mocn fninishes
the light.  #icnics, boat rides and all pleasare pacties take
place whep it i~ known the roon will furnish the light
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A MopeL Jubge, i Two CHAPTERs.

Ix n dispate, which eame up lately in aa English conrt between Mism Dorothy Dene snd her dressmy
a5 to length, fit, and po-ir.ﬂm of seams, and finally decided on several a.h.,arnian-. S

special

Judge Bacon orderad the dresses to

be
. accompanying illostrations show the way in wl:ie.h' a judge improves
CHAPTER 1.

put on, and minute

ly examined them
hie mi

mind in these

There was a poor, dear old judge \who seemed very trovbled
and oul of sorts. Mrs Judge really did not knoiws what to
do wrilth fon : ske took the grealest care of him, alcays wrap-
ping his 1cig over his chest when ke went off tn the morning.

Until one day Re forgot to lock the door, and. was dis-

covered cutting out the latest Paris gown. *Fael O, my
love," he said, * I colud not hc}p Jeeling that, as ope who
knewr nothing of dressmaking, I wos wifil to be a wmodera
Judge. It preyed upon me. If, hwcever, you will now
Lindiy cast your zc over my efforts, I think you il admit
that—ah '—and he swelled with honest pride.

He kad a habit of sneaking mysteriously to his prirale
room, awd locking kimself in for howrs.

CHAPTER IL

From that day he was ancther judge, He felt that ke wos
JFtted for hix profession.  To fling off his gowen, and critically
examine seams ond gursels, \was now a pleasure.

And many's the time poor Mr: J. wrould try to see what he
woa doing throwgh the keyhole.

He got all the dressmaking cases. *Ten't ke a siceet old
thing P the ladies 1would whisper in court. I always gef‘
Aim to cut out my gowns now.’ He's the most swccessful
Judge going. .

NO. 5,555,

Jose BosMea always believed that he would win in the
lottery. He was an assistant in the barber shop of Don
Simoen Pesetero in the good city of Talavera, and his
life in dreaming of lortunes which he was sure would come.
Then he would marry Frasquita and be happy. Unfortun.
ately, neither of tbem was blessed with a peseta.

Jose extracted teeth and followed his master when there
was work to be done in the village. Frasquita shaved the
elients with a sure hand. For their services they each re-
ceived 200 francs a year and board. The buard consinted of
 daily allowance ofhmnd. two sardines, half-a-dozen toma-
soes and water at discretion.

When the time came fo: Joee to join the army be com-
forted Frasqgnita by the mssurance that tbey wonld be rich
and might get married. Then be kissed berand went away
to join the carabineers for four years.

‘hen be was gooe she fonnd that she had to do all his
work, even to the drawing of teeth, for Den Simon was
penarions and saw bis opportunity tosave 200 franca a year.

Une day Frasquoita sooght the master,

* 8ir,' age nicll, *will yon advence me 20 francs on my

¢ Twenty francs, yon little prodigal, what do you want to
do withit?

*I hed & wonderfal dream.’

* Well, what has & dream got to do with 20 frapca ¥

* I dresmed that 5,555 would win the capital prize in the
lotiery and I waat to buy the ticket.’

The old wan shrugged his sboulders and gave her the
mapey with 8 growl.  Fiasquoita took the gold piecs and all
the week seemed happier than usual When the annual

féte of Talavera came around, she amused herself like a fool,
gorging herself with fried fish, cakes and avelines of Val-
ence, placiog three wax eandles before the satatue of St
we to obtain the prompt return of her lover Jowe,
he barber was in the habit of reading alond from the
newspaper every night in hia shop to a select circle of cliente.
Ooe eveniog just a8 he had finished a long political article
he suddenly pansed and grew pale.
¢ Well, Uncle Simon, what is the matter with yon ¥ said
‘one of the anditors.
* Oh, nothing. I am tired of reading ; besides there is
nething interesting.”
He rose and went ioto the back room where Frasquita
way writing.
‘My Iittfe Frasquita, you had better go to bed.. The nir
is chill and I am afraid you will get the rhenmatisn.’
The c¢rowd held their breath. Never in the memory of
man had old Pesetero addressed an inferior in such lan-

age.
g“Frn.sq\lil:a tose and went op the stairs. Don Bimon called
after her, ‘I think you get up too early for a girl of your
sge. In the future yon need not go to work until 6.°

VWhen be returmed to the shop he made some excuse ta
get rid of his friends, who by this time believed him
thoroughly wad.

Once aloue be took the paper out of his pocket and stood
under the light.

‘No, I was not mistakea. It is No. 5555 which has
won, Frasquita is pow worth 200,000L—200,000L"

He walked up and down, much sgitated, wondering bow
he could appropriate this fortune without danger.

He evidently had formed a plan, for when he antered the
shop the next morning be was yubbing bis bands. Fras-
quits was sharpeniog the rasors.

‘ My child,’ he said,’ #it down here by me. Thave a
serions suggestion to make. It is now six years since you
bave served me faithfully. I may have appeared at times
somewhst b oe, but that was to prore you. To-day the
proof is finished."

*It was rather long," aaid F

¢ Pomsibly, but now things will
the past alone. For aix years I have appreciated your good
qualities. Aa for me, [ am sixty-five years old, but still
strolg sud hearty. I am worth 160,000 francs besides my
shop. What do yon u¥?—wi11 ¥ou marty me?”

At this gru ition Frasquita almoet fell off the chair.
Certainly the future was not attractive but the fortune was-
Iarge. Meaawhile she thought of Jone. .

*\itl gou give me eight days to think it over ¥

*Yes, but on condition that during that time you apeak
to nc one, I aw afraid you may be infAuenced againsb me.’

*1 promise.’

She wrote to Jose and received » laconic response. * Learve
everybhing to fortune” So she consented to marry Don

Simon.
that hosband

uitd.
different ; we will leave

On the day of the marriage it was n
and wife shoald deposit their fortunes in the hands of the
notary, It was then that Don Simon asked carelessly :

* By the way, yon bought the lottery ticket, No, 5,555, }
believe ¥

*Not at all.  That wan & pretest. I spent my 20 fran:
at the fete of Talavern.’ F e Y =

* Miserable 1 Wretch—infam—-"

Don Simon fell, swmitten by & stroke of apoplexy.

Jose returned trangoilly from bia regiment, took posaes-
l'ion without astopishment of the girf‘the store and the

ortune 1
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A HEAD OF DEATH.

. ——

I HIS is & story thae Dr. Clarke Forster told o
after dinner :—I bad had abosy morning—sonte
twenty patients, one on the heels of another
—and nuw that the last had departed and
noan was long paat 1 began to think hongrily
of wy lonchean. Bat just as 1 got op to
leave my conaulting-room my serrant enter

and handed we a visiting-eard npon which
was engraved the name *Mr Alexander
Cerathwaite.’ * There can be bot one Alex-
ander Carathwaite,’ thonght 1, ‘and _hg in
Alexander Carathwaite, the famous iron king and milkion-

aire,

+Show him in,’ [ said to my servant., :

The 4 who presently seated himself opposite me
atruck me as & singnlarly ‘healthy looking invalid, tall,
robast, with a clear, ruddy skin and a bright grey eye
However, * What is the trouble Y I aaked. }

¢ Weil,’ he answered, *it’s & queer case, but, to put it
briefly, I'm afraid the tronble’s here,” and he tapped his
forehead. N " L .

¢ Let me hear yoursymptoms: i

‘he..‘mlnng aznry,'{a.i he, *and I muvst begin it at the

he§1 ning.’
l?emng-ith he plcnﬁed his hand into an interfor pocket of
his coat snd brooght forth a small timae paper parcel.
* This,’ he explail ad he nnwonnd the paper, ‘is rathera
valnable mntigome. It came s & present to my wife the
other day from the Earl of Salchester, whom we entertained
when he was in America & year or o ago. As yon see, it'a
a mirror. The glass is believed to be & specimen of medice-
val Venetian work, snd the frame is ungueationably a

ificent bit of einque-centa.’
mﬁ o r than & Jady’s hand. The

e whole affair was no bj ’
glass, unnsoally thick and finted ronnd the edge, was veined
and spotted and bleared over with a fine bluish mist, like
the eye of an aged man. The frame was indeed magnificent.
Oval in shape and evidently of pure gold, so soft, a$
any rate, that yon coald have indented it with your finger-
nail—it was sculptered with no fewer than five exgnisite
nude female figares, disporting themselves in fanusl.ie but
wracefnl attitades amid a profusion of delicately chiselled
Froits and leaves. Three of these figures reclined npon tiny
polden conches, in each of which was set & lustrons roby ;
the other two rode npon conventionalized lions, and each
lion held a pearl butween his teeth. At the base a pair of
dolphina twisted their tails together, and formed the handle.
Upon a scroll at the handle end were incised the date, 1561,
and the initials E.D. o
«Tt is & besutiful piece of work,” said I, laying it aside,
+and I envy you the iossession of it. Bub what bas it got
ere '

to do with your visit i

« Everything,’ be returned. *It’s this way.” He pansed
for a moment ; then he went on. © Lasat niﬁh.t, after dinner,
1 picked that little mirror up, and I said jokingly to my
wi})e, « This, my dear, is & magical glass, 1f I hold it over
my waistcoat, thus, and you look in, you will see straight
through, into my heart, and behold the face of the woman
I love.” So Mrs Carathwaite laughed and looked, and of
course che aaw her own face. Then, to carry on the farce, I
aaid, '*Now let me see whetherit wiil show me the face of the
yoan you love.” And, always laugbing, I held it over her
breast, and looked in.'

*Yes,” I prompted, as he paused again.

* Well, doctor, instead of my own face what I saw reflected
in that glass was a grioning death’s head—a skull. [ saw
it jast as plainly as I see yoo now. I looked at it steadily,
without moving, for—1 should think—-three minutes. It
never varied. A human skull in absolate details, eyes,
nose, teeth, even the very seams between the bones, per-
fectly distinet. 1'm not a superstitious man, but I confess
the sight gave me gooseflesh,  1f I were superstitions I don’t
kuow what I might think. I'm not a drinking man either,
or else 1 shoald believe it was a tonch of delirlum tremens.
Asicis, I'm at an ntter loss to account for it in sany way,
except on the theory shat it's the beginuing of mental dis-

ease.” He spoke mervously and looked at me anxiously
when he had done. He was plainly iu & * white fonk.’
* Humph ! Yoa say you saw it steadily for two or three

minates ¥ I inquired.
. ¥

¢ Then did it disappear ¥

‘It did not disappear till I moved. As soon as I moved,
the death’s-head disappeared and 1 saw the reflection of my
own face.” .

* Have you ever had auy nimilar experience before? Ever
fancied you eaw an object just before you that in reality
had no existence 1"

¢ Never in my life.”

*Is your digestive apparatua in good shape ¥

* In such perfect shape that F'm never conscious of posses-
#ing such a thing.' .

¢ And your general health—'

* Superh.

* Let me feel your pnlse.’ His pnlse was firm, regular,
and proper in time. * Show me your tongne.' His toogue
was piok and clean. *Open your eyes wide and look to-

w the light.’ His eyes were ateady in their gaze, the
pupils contracted readily, avd the lid dropped spontaneously
upon approaching my finger.

*Did you tell your wife what you had seen ¥ T asked.

*No, f didn’t want vo alarm her. She noviced that I
;t&l}d at the thing in rather a startled maoner, but I laughed

t off,"

I was silent for & while, toying with the mirror, and won-
dering what the case might mean.

¢ Well, what do you make it out to be ¥’ he enguired.

* Ob,' I replied, *1can’t eay ns yet. T haven't soflicient
date. The trouble may be in your optic nerve, it may be
in your liver, snd it may be elsewhere still. I should have
1o put you through a lebgthy examivation, and jost at this
woment | am too ti and too hangry to begin one, 1f
z-qn will give mos tine to est yome luncheon I'l be o better

Tim.'

* Oh, certainly, certainly. Only, can’t you tell me ntonce
whether you thivk I am going to Jose my reason?

* 1 hardly think you are going to lose your reason,’ I re-
plied. * And now, if yon will excuse me for a little, I'll go
downatairs and teke u bite. Perbaps you would like a chop
and » glams of wine yourvelf

!

+Oh, no thank yoo, 8o thqk'ym. I shan't be able to
eat with any appetite until this lear is off my mind.*

While I swallowed 1oy basty luncheon "I thought the
roatter over, It puzrled me a goud deal, bat auddenl{: al
was folding ap my napkin, an idea struck me which Ihoped
wight elear tha whole matter op.

ﬁejoining Mr Carathwaite in oy office I said to him, *I
have eome Lo the conclusion shat this is & case for  speeial-
is  If you like I will go to & specialiat with yon.”

*l am quite at your onlers,’ he responded. ‘Do you
think it's the Lrain or the eye?

*I hope it's neither ; but the specialist will tell oa.’

We entered my carriage and were driven downtown to a
famons enriosity shop in Seventeenth atreet, just west of
TUniwon sqnare, the mpriemr of which Mr Maverick, is ea-
teemed, as every ¥y knows, one of the most learned
sathorities in antique caliocs.

‘Here we are,’ said [, getting ont of the carriage.
you come ¥

‘ But what are we going in here for ' questinned Carath-
wRhite.

* To consult our specialist,’ said 1.

hMy patient looked myatified, but he followed me into the
sho)

lp-plesented my eard, and asked to see Mr Maverick. In
lgmother minnte we were closeted with him in his private
office.

* Will you hand Mr Maverick your mirror 7" I demanded
of Carathwaite.

Maveriek took the mirror and looked it over. He studied
the frare throngh a wagnifying glase, *This is & bit of
work from the hand of Etienne Delanlne,” he annonnced,
presently ; ‘one of the most skilful geldaniths of the six-
teenth century. I don’t know where you got hold of it, but
I may tell yon that it is infinitely valuable. I bave mever
#een & finer epecimen of Delanlae’s bandieraft, nor one in
a better state of preservation.’

*And the glass ¥ I qoeried.
in the glaes,*

*The glass,’ said Maverick, 'is probably Venetian, T
mnst examine jt & little,*

He went to the window and began to serutinize the glass,
twisting it about and ring at it from various angles
*Ah, yes, I mhonght 8o ! he exclaimed all at once. *Come
here, gentlemen,’ he called to ns.

He held the glass off at & certain oblique angle, and in-
gnired : * Now, wien T ko!d it like that what do you see?

Carathwaite simply ottered a long, low * Ah-h-bh "'

‘Why, I see a human skoll,” T =aid. ¢ A most perfect
image of & hnoman skoll. I would swear it was the geunine
reflection of a real one. How it gets there I can't for my
life imagine.”

"Ah, that was the art of the Veopetian glass-workera,’
said Maverick.

He crossed the room and took from a book-case & volame
entitled ' Manual Arts of Medi:eval ltaly.”
few pages, fonnd hia place, and read aloud, ' Venetian look-
ing-glasses of the sizteenth century were often ornamented
with grotesque designs—serpents, skeletons, sknlls, some-
tinies ernciixes—produced in the coating of quicksilver in
such & way as to be visible only at one anple of vision, aod
tl}:)gn to give the eflect of a reflection of some exterior
object.”

‘ Well, doctor,’ said Carathwaite, smiling rather sheep-
ishly, when we had regained the street, ' you have effected
& speedy cure. Yhat's your fee?

*Will

* We are especially intereated

THE BNI._\' RESORT.

PERHAPS one of the happiest of the long list of marriages
Letween American girls and foreigners ia that of the eldest
danghter of Geaeral Edward Beale, now the wife of Mr
Bal»:%:melieﬂ' of Russia, Secrerary of Legation at Athens.
Twelye or thirteen years ago, as an attacke of the HKussian
legation, the young foreigner met and at once fell des.
perptely in love with Miss Beale. The young people carried
on their luve-making nunder the eover of friendly darkness
in Lafayette square, Washington.

One night the watchman went his rounds as unsual, and
thioking the square to be empty, carefully locked the gates
and departed to bhis home. TUnconscious of this fact, the
lovers roused from their absorbinyg cooversation and pre-
pared to leave the :&uure. Their consternation at finding
themselves imprisoned. was in no wise improved by the sub-
sequent discovery that not a soul seemed to be stirring on
the streets who cnuld cowe to the rescue. .

There was no help for it. The only way out of the diffi-
culty was to climb the massive iron spiked fence. With

reat ditticulty the zulmg [ady climbed to the top, when, to

er horror, just as her feet sought to secure a resting-place
iz the descent, the gruff voice of a policemsn shouted
mevacingly in their ears,

Rapidly giving direetions in French to Miss Beale tn pro-
ceed with all speed possible and ron for hone while he ea-

aged the intruder in eontlict, Mr Bakhmetieff succesefully
tueselled with she fellow until, bappy in the knowledge that
his instructichs had been carried out, he gave himself into
the cnstody of the ofticer, knowing that, as & merber of &
foreign legation, be would be libersted immediately upon
arrival at headquarters.

P1ANQ PLAYING NOT POPULAR, — A paper says that piano-
F]aying is not aa general or aa popular in rociety ns it was
ormerly.  The piano is siill found in nearly all the houses
of wealthy or well-to-do people, but it is not played as ntuch
as it ueed to be. The present fachion in society music in for
the goitar, the zither and the banjo. Fiano-playing is still
1egarded as & pecessary accomplishment, but the other in-
struments panwed are more popular, This is & transient
fashion or fad, and cannot last long. The pianoo is enrily
the king of all instroiuents, and while the guitar, zither or
Lanjo furnish pleasant sccompaniments for the voice, they
are not capable of producing much murical effect. Beside, it
will be found that playing on them tends to harden aud dis-
tort the finger tipa, and that will prevent themfrom becoming
ruanent] pular. Probably thia is the reason why the
E:rp, one of the niost powerful of instruments, and formerly
very popular among ladies, has almoet entirely gone out of
tuse as B parlour instrument.
Builders and others will save from oneapound to thinty
shilllags per top by uelng 'ORB' CORRUGATED IHON,
Frag Bravwp PicRLES AND BAUCE cannot be squalled
Hirwairp Bros, Maoufscturers, Christchurch.—ADpvyT.}

He ran overa -

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

LIGHTNING RODS.

Althoogh lightning roda mre regarded by moat people as
conducing to safety, & cerzain nimber persist in & contrary
opinivn.  [n view of this, it is interesting to note that, in s
recent storm At Alowick, in England, the lightning struek
the chininey of the armoury magazine and atores of the 3rd
Northumberland Fusiliers, demolishing it, and eracking the
wall almost to the groond, notwithstanding that on the op-
posite chimney stack on the sama roof a lightoing condactor
was attixed,

BAVING SOULS

A German chewist has invented n preparation which, it
is claimed, when applied to the soles n? shoes, has the effect
of increasing their wearing ecapacity from five to ten times,
besides making them wnt.eergmol. he preparation is applied
after the shoes are finished and the solea are buffed.” The
right to use it has been sold to the Bavarian Government
for the army. The inventor says it has been tested in the
German Arivy satisfactorily.

ELECTRIC THAMS.

It is evident that electric-power is to be the mative power
of the future in cities. New York eity is constantly warring
npon the elevated system, not alone because it is inade-
quate, but because of ita noise and dust and disturbance of
residents, Edison and others argue for an arcade electric
road under the principal streets, It will come to this within
a few years, Despite ite irregularities, the electrie motor is
the motor of the fnture, The history of steam as a power
shows no such advaoce as electricity.

BI'S AND TRAM TICKETH.

Receipta are given by the conductors for cash fares.
These receipts are put up in pads, one hundred to the pad.
Each pad has ita dietinctive number, and each receipt its
setial nomoer. The conductors are charped with their
money receipta every night, and when they settle the next
pight must retorn the receipts in the pad, er must return cash
to correspond with the missing receipts, Tn order that the
poblic may be intereated in receiving and taking care of
these receipts they are piven a money value, that iz, upon
the return of one bundred receipts at the ottice of the com-

any the bearer will be entitl to six street car tickets.
n other words, the receipts are worth a shilling a hundred,
enough to juetify people in saving them.

A QUEER SFIDER.

Far up in the monntains of Ceylon and India there is a
spider that spins a web like bright yellowish silk, the cen-
tral net of wiich is 5 feet in dimneter, wkile the sup&\oning
lines or guys, as they are called, nieasure sometimes 10 feet or
12 feet ; anl riding quickly in the early morniog you may
dash right ioto it, the stout threads twisting around your
face like a lace veil, while, as the creatore who has woven
it, takes up bis position in the middle, be generally catelies
you right on the nose, and, though he seldom bites or
stings, the contact of his large body and long legs is any-
thing Lut plensant. If you forget yourself and try to cateh
him, bite he will, and, though not venomous, liis jaws are
as powerful &5 a bird's beak, aAnd you are not likely to for-
get the encounter. The bodies of these apiders are very
handsomely decorated.

THE VALUE OF ROUKS.

In Holland rooks are in disfavour on account of the
damage they are said to do to seeds and young shoots. The
country swarns with them, and rhe opinion i8 that there
are too many. Last year a colony of them settled at Levden
and built their pests on the trees whicl: border the Rapen-
barg. As, however, they made a good deal of noise, and it
was feared that later on the young birds woull prove a
nuisance 10 the ladies and gentlemen who live in the Hapen-
burg quarter, a fiat went forth fron: the Town Cooncil that
therouks were to le shot—and shot they were. Undeterred
by the fate of their last year's comrades, the rooks again
selected the Rapenbury as 8 nesting site this year, and com-
plaints being agaio made to the municipality m fowler was
employed to'shoot them, As he did not kaow a jackdaw
from a rook, maay of the former have shared the fate of the
latter, or have taken themselves ol to a place where gentry
lesa do congregate, Bnd where the caws of the friendly rooks
are considezed less objectionable than the noise of a fowling-
piece, Thue the jackdawe, which slways formed such a
pleacing feature in the academic town of Leyder, nre now
almost entitely absent from their old haunta.

SPIDER SILK.

It is raid that spiders’ threads may be woven, which is
true enough, that they are more glossy and brilliant than
those of lﬁe silk-worm, which is not supported by the con-
clusions of those who have compared the two side by side,
and that enough of it was once secured for the weavingof a
suit of clothes for Louia X1V, Now stockings Liave certaialy
been made from spider pilk, Rud E:lu\'el ton, for specimens of
each were presented to the Royal Academy of I'aris, and to
the London Koysl Society, in 1710, and thereisan indefinite
mention of waistcoats being produced from thir remnrkalile
fibre. But this is the first that has Leen heard of an entire
puit of clothes furnished by spiders.  As it has Leen
ealculated that it would be necessary tn vear 55,29 of the
larger spiders, or 663,552 of the ordingry sort, tu yield a
pound of the silk, we muy regard that suit with some leej-
tation. It is most probahle, however, that it in only & ca:e
of slipahud inaccuracy wfter all ; for it is on recurd that M.
Lebon, gi Montpellier, sent a pair of gluves made from
spidem’ silk to that satne Louin NIV., and & faulty memory
with careless haste lins most likely made a pruit of cluthes
out of them,
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THE SEA-SERPENT ACA!N.

N the moruing of Saturday, the 24th of July,
=hen the stenmship Manspoori was abreast of
Horoers Poiny, on Lr way from Anckland to
Gisborbe, & lew pamengers were sitting abaft
of the funnel, where they obtained warmith

Vg =~ And shelter from & stiff south easter, when one

FZF"  of the party drew the attention of the others

Lo A seh-monster about & quarter of a mile off

on the starboard bow, which wounld, aboot every two

minntes, slowly rise its bead and part of ite body to an esti.
raated heiglht of twenty feet, in neatly a perpendienlar line
from the sorface of the water, and when in that position
gFrate, displaying a black back and & white belly, abont the
colnar of the ander side of a patiki {the coloars met abont
half-way on the monater's side), and two arm-like appen-
dages of about ten feet in length, which appeared 1o dangle
about like & broken limbon & homan being. it wonld then
esuddenly tall back into the water, seatteriog it in all diree-
tion {I. kept on & conrse parsllel to the steamer, and wae
in view for abont ten minoten

A week ister, when the Kotomahana was off Portland

Light, hetween Gizborne and Napier, what was sopposed to

be an immense ses monster was sighted. The chief officer

standing on the bridge bad his attention called to the
animal by the quarter-master, who was looking ont of the
door leading to the wheelroom. There was a heary mea
ronning at the time, and the qaarter-maater states he first
noticed & long, dark-looking object rize slowly from the
water aboat half a mile from the vessel until it reached &
height of thirty or forry feet. Tt then slowly disap ed,
and when it next made its appearance it was much closer to
the ship. The qnarter-mastet saw the serpent appear four or
fire times before he drew the chief otficer's attention Lo it,
when they both marked it rize perpendicnlazly out ef the
water to & great height, wnthin & hondred yards of the
seasel. After withdrawing into the warer that time it was

THINCS WHICH ARE NOT WHAT THEY SEEM,

EvERVBEODY inn town is baying fowern Ew hodly has a
Toue oF & pink ia bis or het :mu..l.,w»u:eza ass in
his ur ber hand, The perfome of the flowers brings back to
ererybody that country which is God's own, and which man
whn eoull only take bricks and build bonses eoold ot hare
made It makew every homan being want to walk serom
the grase and feel the mﬂ;eﬁmnnd nader the feet, notwrith-
standing the eare with which the sign of * keep off the gram®
is put everywhere. Everybody wanta 1o et ous into the
parks, where they ean get great monthiuls of sweet, fresh
air, and ob, you people, who are furtonate enough not 1o be
dwelling in great cities these spring-time daya, plesse don's
forget nos only the poor, but juss remeniber thas to the sick
ant the lonely a rose or a branch of lilacs will bring & happy
time ; & time, maybe, of reminiscences, baot still the ?arhme
the tlower will a joy with it wherever it poes.
Sentimental? Well, youo can't blame & woman for being a
bit sentimental these epring days, when the sun is »o 'brighs
and the flowers are a0 sweet. And what is & woman with-
ont zentiment, antwar? You wouldn't like her, and no-
body el:e wonld. But men in reality have much more sen.
timent than women
The other day [ was rtanding om the eorner, and a very
fine torn-ont went by. A woman with marvelloas, glomy
Llack hair and great dark eyes, beantifully dressed and
looking the embodiment of happiness, smiled and bowed to
me, and jost then 1 heard a voice nesr me eay, ‘I wish I
were that woman.” I looked arcnnd, and there stood a
sweet-looking dainty little ereature, quite as attmetive in
her simple frock as wax d in her gor For
all the girl saw was the prancing steeds, the heantiful gown,
the 1ichoess of lace and the loveliness of silk.  She conldn’t
see far enough in the deep tyes to discover the sadnews and
disappointment that lay therein And T wondered what
that girl would think, or if she wonldn's ehange her wish,
if she knew exactly that woman’s life. This is of it
She is the wife of a very rich man, and to-day if she wanta
£1 she has to get it on one of her acconnts and have them

THE 3EA SERPENT AS SEEN BY ME., A FORDE MATTHEWS, OF GISBORNE

oot seen apain.  Both men who saw it eay it conld not
hare been less than & bundred feet long.

The resnlt of the diasemination of the above reports has
been to canse a renewed discussion of this recnia guestio.
Scientists in the eolony are not disposed to accept the above
evidence as coovincing, and Sir Jobo Hector explains it
away on the theory of optical jllusion, asaulnin% the object
to be u large tree with a projecting branch. Old ssilors, on
the other hand, assert that the ereatore is the hump-backed
whale, which behaves in precisely & similar fashion, and
large nombers of which have been passing alopg the New
Zealand coaet during the last three uontha  For the pre-
sent illostration we have to thank Mr A. Forde Matthews,
of Lisborae.

ENCLISH SPELLINC.

MOME compositor, disgusted with the inconsistencies of
Enelish orthography, has been a5 the rains to conatruct the
followiog elaboiste travesty, The ingenicus reader ¢an
lengthen it at his own pleasure.  Know won kpead weighty
two bee tolled thee weizh oo dew sew :

A rite suite little booy, thee nun of a grate keroel, with
a rough aronnd bis neck, toe up thee rode aa quick as a dear.
After a thyme be stopped at & gou bouse and wrung the
belle. His tow hort hymo, and be kneaded wrest  He was
two tired to raze his fare, pail face. A feint mown of paue
rows {rom bis i

The made why berd the belle was aloat to pair & pare,
but she througb it down and ran with awl ber mite, for fear
ber guesced wood koot weight. Bt whea she saw the little
won. tiers stood iu ber ayes at the site.

' Ewe poor deer ! Why dew yoo Iye heas? Are yewdye

-

' Know,” he said, ‘I am faint.’

She boar hywmo ion her arms, as she nught, to & rbeum
where he mita bee qoiet, gave him bred and meet, beld &
cent bottle onder bin kvows, antide hia choler, rapied bymn
up warnly, gare him a saite drachm from a vicl, till as last
he went fourth as hail as & young boarse.

charge it to frills and furbelows. She doesn’t know what it
means to have money to spend. She can give bher pame for
an enormons amount to a charity and her husband will send
the cheqae; she can buy the best ot everythiog in New York
or Paria and the bills will be paid, bot she cannot have any
mouney to handle. And wiy? her people are poor,
her husband does not like them, and bhe will not permit her
%o give one cent to them. A year ago her brother, & young
boy, did an many another boy bas done, got into some
trouble, and £300 was required to get him out of it To be
quite plaia, be had forged 2 man's name, and this mian sxid -
‘I you will gIet the wovey I will save yoa from shame,
and because 1 believe you have suflered for thia, I
will keep you in my employ.” The boy’s frture depended on
his getting that money. The man kuew the boy had a rich
sister, and it never entered his head that she wounld not
easily and gladly give her brother the £400. Her brother
went to her and told her the story, and she eaid : * Charlie,
what can 1 do' Yon koow I pever have a penny.” And
theo he told her how mech depended on it, and she said,
*I'll et yon that money in some way.” And this is how
she did it: 5he took the disuiond necklace thay had heen
one of her wedding presents, and which had cost nearly ten
thoasand dollars, and she earried it to n pawnbroker, where
rhe got two thonsand oa it. . Since that time she bas never
been able to zet the smount of money needed to get it ok,
and it's only by saving and pinching that she hrs encugh
to pay th;el::mt one;t. fT;:“ she way pever have to
wear it, s sssomed & fashion that very much pl
ber hasband. i please
She wears oo jewels whatever except u tiny diamaond heart
that he gave ber, sod he is convinced that she shows mar-
vellons taste in refmsing to exhibis her dismonds, pearls,
rubies and emeralds, as do the climbers in society, for aa
tverybody knows she has them, she esn afford not to wear
them. Al ove time she wan rery ill, although she was never
nuite out of her mind. When the time came wround for the
interest Lo be paid, she sent for a friend, contided her seeret
1o her, and in this way it was paid, the pecklace was saved
aod the busband is atill ignorsat.” Some day he will find
oulk the secret, and if she was wise, ahe wonld tell bim now.

SECOND

CHRISTMAS STORY

COMPETITION.

ZHE success attendant upon the pro-
duction of the last CrrisT™ys NTMBER
of TeE Ngw Zesraxp GRAPHIC
induces ;
entertain  the

the management to again
idea of repeating so satisfactory
an experiment. The ohject of evoking a body of
contributions bearing, in their incidents and assoei-
ations, upon the peculiarities of eolonjal life was in
a great measure realised, and indicated that the
mission of the GRAPHIC in enconraging local talent iz

being fulfilled. It being the desire, of the projectors
of the

NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

that ample time and opportunity shoold be afforded
to intending competitors this fhar; and, taking
into consideration the fact that an early delivery is

absolutely necessary for the purposes of illustration,
the announcement of the second

CHRISTMAS STORY COMPETITION

for THREE PRIZES is now made to the readers of this
paper, and subjoined thereto are the conditions by
which the contest will be regulated.

The three selected tales will be awarded prizes in
the following order :—

FIRST PRIZE ... .

- - £5
SECOXD PRIZE ... . £3.
THIRD PRIZE ... . £32.

The GrarnIC, however, is to enjoy the privilege
of publishing any otbers sent in, if they should be
considered suitable.

In writing, these conditions are to be observed :—

L Thsm.nttgrmmm; extend over more than four columns
of space exclusive of llusirations, This means 6,000 words
or Jess,

Z The incidents and feature: of the StOFY Inust relate ina grear
easure to New Zealand, its history, more especially
war incidents and sdventures, ita scenery, ils ¢limatic
&cpecta, its old idestities, its aocial and Fporting gatherings,
etc, Scenes may, however. be cast in other places, thoogh
# preponderance of that which possesses a local flavonr will
turn the scale in choes where the contributions are other-
wise of equal merit.

3 mhmuxﬁplmnnhelddrusedlnmsdjwr.sbonhnd
#treet, Auckland, and bave 8 Wolio inscribed ¢ the bead
without the writer's aame. Accompapying it must be »
Iiter wlw addressed 10 the Editor. and st the buck of it
the words *Clulstmas Blory.  Motto * such and such.”" re-
peazing the moito in the mannecript. Inside of this the
bame of Lbe wriker chould appear,

& All contributicns must reach the office before the Xth of

Beptember pext ensuing. The resu)t will be declared in
the Christmas sumber,

S.eru.qlnhlummdmhlmunly.
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BLOWINC UP OF THE WILLIE M'LAREN.

THE blowing ap of the barmoe Willie M‘'Laren, which
fonndered on & roek in Worser Bay whilst bound from New-
eastle, Naw Sooth Wales, with a earpo of eoals, was satis-
fartorily carried out on Saturday, the 1at of Aogost. The
expense of blowing up the wreek (some £60) had to be
borse by the Syndicate, bat the work was conduncted by the
Torpedo Cnr‘pu, under the sanpervision of (aptain Falconer.
There wern four mines pl in powition at enquoal d

two of them containing 230ib of gun cotton, whilst she re-
muaining two each contained 123lb of the same kind of ex-
plosive. His Execllency the Governor and Lady Omzlow
witnessed the affair from the

T.5.8. Company.
ment steamer Hinemoa em-
barked between 300 and 400
excursionisis, nearly half of
whom were either members of
Parlinment or Ciril servants,
and one-fourth ladies. Five
niinntes had elapsed from the
timme the signal was hoisted on
the Hinemoa when the white
signal ilag on the o hoat
was aghin waved, and immedi-
ately & dnll and almoet inde-
seribable kind of shock waafelt
on the Hinemos, lol]oted‘:i
the soond of an exploaion,
i.nsuntanaou!-lly tf'here “I!\l
great upheaval of water. No
Ld the explosion oe-
eurred than wreckage of all
description was observed ifloat.
ing about in the water, where

SAD END OF A CIRL'S ROMANCE,

Two weeks age there died in an hospital at Boston, Mas,,
one of the principals in & romanee that began, happily
perbajes, in England, and endedd wretchedly for all concerted
in the United Statea  The woman in the case was the
danghter of a noble English honse : of the man's antecedents
not mach is known, and there is little in his earver, aiter
be had indaced a b ifnl and plished girl to elope
with him, to justify ber ¢haice.

Lady Blapche Elizabeth Mary Annnneiata was the eldest
child of the second Earl of Gainsburongh, and & sister of the
present earl  She was beaotifol and accomplished, and was
twenry-foar years of age when she fell in love with & man

bot a mement before the lower
masts of the foundered vessel
had been eeen standing, Now
a rush was made by the flotilla
of rowing boat? towardsthe atill
seething water, in order to
gather any Bsh which, being

d by the ion, may
have floated to- the surface.
The fins of one or two sharks
cbeerved from  the
steamery, and bundreds of eels, )
some of them as thick as & man's anm, were seen wriggling
about larily on the top of the water. Many of these were
hanled into the boats, one of the naval cutters secoring a
monster conger eel. .

Mamma : * Why, what in the world is the matter with
Counsin Ned's mounstache ? It has turned all the colors of
the rainbow.” Mlabel (blushing): * Well, mamma, you see
he was in the cloak-room when I went in to develop my
pietures this morning, and--and he onght $o have koown
betrer, when I had the acid in my hand.”

French scientists are puzzling over a spider which was
discovered in a tavity in & stone. *It is estimated that the
stone muet be 4,000 years old ; this notwithstanding, how-
ever, the spider is quite lively and very youthful in its
antics. It is blind and has no moath.’

BLOWING

R e e s
T PSS

greatly her inferior in social station, and, as it happened, in
almost every other respect also. Thomas P. Marphy was
the organist in the chapel aitached to the Earl of Gains-
borough’a seas at Exton Park, akbam, Rutlandshire. He
was born in London of Irish parents, who died when he was
very young. Asa boy he possessed musical talenta which
attracted the atteution of some Catholic clerzymen, They
snceeeded in interesting & wealthy Catholic fady in young
Alurphy’s ¢hs¢, and the boy was sent to Leipsic that he
might be thoroaghly prounded in & profession which he pro-
mised to adorn.  From Leipsic be went to Brussels and was
gradnated there from the Conservators of Music. Roesing
was one of the examining cotnmittee at the time, and Sir
Arthor Sullivan was one of Muorphy's classmates,. Throngh
the influence of his patromess and his ¢lerical friends,
Muorphy, upon his return to London, was made organist at

TP THE WILLIE M:LAREN, NEAR

the Brompton Oratory. He foand his health uneqoal ro
the task and resigned,

It w0 happenet that just at this time the Bromptoa
Fathers receired threw applications for organista  ‘ine of
these came from l.ond Gainsborough.  Muarphy was per-
mittenl to take his choice, and decided to go 1o Exton Park.
Lade Blanche was an enthasiast in matters musical, and
led the choir ot the chapel in which Marphy had become

ist.  Under sach cirenmstances the two met often.
They iell in love—at least there ia no donbt of this =0 far as
the lady is conce; It was some montha after they had

exchanged vows that the Earl of Gainsboroogh discovered
the sitnation. He promptiy intimated to Murphy that his
resignation would be secepiable. Murphy expresed a de-

WELLINGTON HEAD=
THE SCENE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE EXPLOZION. —From a photo. kindiy supplied by Mr J. F. Hell. Wellington.

sire to explain, but was informed that no explanation was
needed.

Opce more the musician found bimzelf in London. He
wrote to his sweetheart and she answered hiz letters. He
azked her to meet him in London that they might be
married, adding that he koew guite well that the Earl's
consent could pot be procured. Lady Blanche disappeared
one day in the =pring of 1870. She was nt once followed,
bat when foond she wore a wedding ring,  She and Morphy
bhad been married, The date of the marriage, acoording ta
Barke's peerage, was March 6th, 1870. The Earl of (Gains-
borourh offered the organist a handsome annuity if he would
betake bimself to the Continent alone, and remain thers
The offer was declined. It was cnderstood that Lady
Blanche was heiresa to several thovsand poands bequeathed
to her by a relarive. This she did mot claim, actuated by
motives of pride  Hga-
band and wife decided o

THE CUNITED HUNT CLUB CUP, WELLINGTONX,

o Btk o

Ty

JULY 26,
THE DRUID FELL AT THX LAST FENCE, LEAVING MK. O'RORKE ON DAN TO WIN AS HE LIKED,

sail for America, neither
of thewm feeling comfort-
able in London, their story
baviag become known.
They were almost penni-
less when they reached
New York and were in
wretched  circomstances
when .\[m;phy eecured the
poeition of organist at St
James's Church in that
city. Lady Blanche socom
found that she mast either
apply to her family for
assistance or e a
bread winner herzelf. She
tried her hand at litera-
tote wod several stories
from her pen were printed
in Lippincott's, and other
magazines The work was
too moeh for her etrength,
and althongh her hasband
bad secored ition
ooder the Tweed CGorern-
ment in New York city, in
which he was paid for
doing nothing, he seewed
incapable of keeping his
money. Lady Blanche was
finally compelled to apply
to ber father through the
house of Baring Brothers,
who had been instructed
to bonour oll applications
from her, With the money
thus obtained she bought a
farmt in New Hampshire,
There she died on March
21, 1881, After his wife's
death Marpby sold the
farm. %o long as the pro-
ceeds lasted he lived reck-
lessly, nnd Bnally died in
abeolote want.

—_

*My dear lady, yoar
dacghter is lovely,’ said &
tatterer, *a perfect little
pearl.’ ' Aod pray, sir,
what am IY 4Udb, you
are the motber of pearl’
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AMONG the other existing institations which will be
favoured with a short sbrift by the body of ecoming female
voters will be the barmaid. Barmaids, as a class, have faw
friends. To the average woman who considers herself re-
spectable, the barmaid is the embodiment of all that is evil.
If, after hearing all that has been said of her in a gallinine
tonvention, some misguided man ventures to seek yefresh-
ment at her shrine, he does so furtively and with the addi-
tional delight of feeling that he runs a chance of a wig-
ging. If he is a young man and the experience is yet new,
he marvels to find that the barmaid bears any buman and
feminioe traits whatever. In some cases he is so agreeably
disappointed that be falls in love with her forthwiti, much
to the consternation of the mascaline friend of the family
who was 8o incantious as to lead him to the sbrine of the
ambiguons syren.

The said friend, being an old siager, has perhaps ceased
to have much sentiment with reference to either barmaids
or other maids, and the supposition that Dolly conld ever
strike a light in the basom of his young zrotégé never eatered
his mind. He himeelf has long come to regard her as a use-
ful adjanct towards assisting the enjoyment of the fluid, as
she can talk just safticient for the nonce, expects Dothing
special in the way of chivalty, aud is prepared at any
moment for his departure. To bim this business-like in-
difference on her part is the charm, for he has a holy horror
of magnetizing any womau, well-knowing the endless com-
plications it entails

The youoger man, however, revels in the delicious Hames
chielly springing from himself. Dally is almost innocent
of design ia the matter, but is still enough of a woman to
appreciate a wan's flattery sod admiration, and suckles the
young calf with & very good imitation of the milk of femi-
pine kindness. Her arts are those of the sisters who dis-
own her, only mure finished by experience, and her inten-
tions are much less agglatinative, for though she bas per-
haps a tender feeling for her admirer, she is prepared for any
amonat of slipperiness on the part of man. He, Lowever,
is the headlong one, and precipitates himself into the pit
of matrimouy o the rage and disgust of his female acquain-
zances, who, finding they have missed their mark, charit-
ably hope he may be miserable with the fecreature’ of his
choice. As for the friend, his credit being cracked with the
iamily, he is driven to solace himsel{ nt 1he shrine of sone
other Hebe, who epeedily compasses and adapts herself to
his ideas, .

Barmaids are unpopular with other women because they
have such unbounded opportunitica. Even if the liqmor
business were robbed of ite speculative element, and bars
redunced to a condition nf the utmost decorum everywhere,
the prejudice would still exist. Aa men Xnow, the great
blemish of the cailing is the necessity it carries with it of
making custom st all cost, even among the low and dis-
sipated ; but this is merely the consequence of unrestricted
competition. It is usaally not from love but from
necessity that a girl takes to the Lar, wnd often deems
hersell fortunate in havisg headed many less soitable
applicants. 8o long as there ia 80 much selishaess, family
and otherwise, and it is necessary to hustle for a living, the
barmaid is entitled to some lenieney of judgmeat. Few
barmmida would fail to assert their dignity did soclety pro-
tect them against the avaricious demavds of their em-
ployers, and there ure many whoes presence men seek with
nfeeling of kindliness and regard, foanded upon s knowledge
of the trials incident to their calling, and of the good sense
with which they mieet them.

Ia not the legislator worthy of his hire? Those who know
inoat abont him will probabiy say that the average member
is, even now that the bonorarium stands at £150, engaged
by the public at a wildly fancy price. The services of the
exceptional member are, of conrse, ineatimable, and as in
most other eo-operative businesses where work i paid by
time and not by the piece, the lax and indifferent many reap
the reward which really belongs to the few. Until these
colonies obtain the right of enacting their own political con-
stitutions by plebescite, and the voters fix the honorarium
once and for all, the public will be treated periodically to
this spectacle of a number of employés fxing the amonnt of
their own salary.

It is, as regarded from a business standpoint, a really
good sort of joke to see this little farce going on in what iy
called the Council of the Nation. A body of men, bired by
the electors at & certain vate, nndertake to do the work of
legislation at & particular igure, and as soon as they have got
into the saddle, set about decreeing that their salary should
be inereased. There is nothing else like it in the world,
because, owing to the absord state of polities, there is no
other sphere in life where such flagrant want of honesty and
honour would be tolerated. A person with the ordinary
sense of justice can understand a legislature contemplating
the ensctment of alaw of the above nature to take effect
after the next general election, Im snch case the voters
would get timely notice of the change intended, and the
question could be made a test one with candidates. As the
matter now stands the publie is in the position of Siubad,
1t has put the * Old Man of the Sea’ upon its shoulders, and
he is running the show with an utter disreyard of the patron
who has b0 pay the expenses.

Retribution there is none, becsuse however much people
may vapour aboat dishonesty and immorality when it
comes to rooat within their own ecircle, the questionable
acts of pablic men, especially when corporately perpetrated,
seem to be forgotten with curious rapidity. There is not a
fact muore calenlated to excite distrust and despondency in
the mind of the advosates of advanced democratic legisla-
tion than this exhibition of 'smartness’ oo the part of
those temporarily entrusted with the destinies of New Zea-
land. After the scorching ¢ondemnation of the men of the
Vogelian reign, one woald have thought .tlmt. a newer and &
brighter lesson was going to be read to the rising youth of
this country. OUf yore, Gallio was reported to have asked
in despair, ' What is truth? XNow, if he had lived and
read this, he might have been incredulous, but sad to say,
it is the ¢truth of a bady of men who ought to know better.

What a fearful and wonderful creation is the clericnu
mind ¢ It is bermaphrodite, with something of the vigour
of the male combined with the clamoronsnese aud inconse-
quence of the female intellect. Whenever the civil power
enacts aught bearing npon the guearions of eitber education
or marriage, thers is certain to be some section of the Chris-
tian clergy calling down the lightning from the skies npon
the tamperers with their exclasive prerogatives, which
lightuing, strange to say, never comes. Certainly in every
body of ecclesiastics there are men who lay no claim te in-
fallibility, and who ave content to lend in silence persounal
anaistauce to the cause of progress. There are, however,
always enough of the hide-bonnd belligerent type ready to
ave thunderonsly from the public platform in a uselesa
sort of way against the irresistible tide of advancing re-
form.

Men, ootably lawyers, doctors, scientists, snd journalists,
havenever been veryamenable to the influences of the clergy.
Whatever may be the failings of the male sex, s dislike of
logic and knowledge is oot their weakest point. Ar Marie
Bashkirteeff said, they are rather too much taken up with
their intellect to be what is called * good," However that
may be, laymen always koew how to fight and die for their
intellectual convictions, and though the elergy of the exist-
ing generation have Leen very guick to appropriate the
glory of the reforms wou by the laity in the preceding
generation, and to perasuade women that the Chareh did it
all, the historical facts are all the other way, Exceptin
the case of mutual religious persecution, the clergy of every
denomination have either opposed the laity, or baviag found
opposition fruitless, changed front, sod baving stolon the
Inity's policy, endeavoared to aggravdize their own influence
with wormen by induciog them to beliove tbat the reforms
nriginated with them,

Every layman noten in the clergy an approximation to the
female modes of thonght. The cleris who is exceptional in
this respect is & mers id in his profession, and the
poticy of his eloth pursues it conrse aninflnenced by him.
The clerical mind, 00 more than the average female mind
of to-day, originates nothing. It is essentially conserva-
tive, and would moon become intellectnally and socially
stagnant were it not for secular innences operating on it
from without. A amall contingent of the laity, known as
philosophera or reformers, drag the elergy and the women
oh from the front, while the mass of the laity prod them
on from behind. Owing, bowever, to the dead weight of
ignorance fostered by the clorgy in the minds of women and
¢hildren, the progress mnat necessarily be slow.

To get women married, and to rule the children resulting
from the marriage through the mother, has been the sole aim
of the clergy in every age. Hence marriage aud adocation
are the corner-stones of their domination, and to onst their
inflnence in either is to practically clip their claws, Fven
Catholic countries have now, nearly all of them, swept away
the religious sanction from marriage, the contract being es-
tablished by mere civil ceremony. The elergy, however,
seek to disgnise this as much as possible by impressing
women with the idea that they are not leyally married unless
in a consecrated edifice with all the mesmeric accompani-
ments of bridesmaids, bouquets, fine dresses, and voluptuous
mueic. The English common law has never regarded the
clergy as other than officials licensed by it to super-
intead thre making of a civil contract, and the formula nsed
at the Registrar's office is what really gives effect to mar-
riage, and not the recital of marriage service. Withoat the
inseription of their names upon the list of duly qualified cele-
branta at Wellington, no clergyman of any denomination
in New Zealand could marty a woman to & man by mere
virtne of his clerical character. When a woman goes to be
married at chureh in England or in New Zealand, she may
flatter herself that she is being married Ly a clergyman and
beiug married in a church, bat the state is marrying her all
the same.

And as the State marries her, 30 the State lays down the
conditions under which her marriage may be dissolved.
There is nothing compulsive or obligatory in these. The
clergy are raving as if the law were intent upon divorcing
couples by force, just as it makes citizens pay the property
tax. The law is 50 logical that it says that the offending
consort cannot get a divorce by reasotn of his or her
wrong - doing. It i the consort who suffers, and
innocently suffers, who may, if he or she like, apply to
get divorcad. If that consort’s love has not waned, the
aid of the courts will never be invoked. The clergy appar.
ently seek to keep persons together when it cannot conduce
to the general happiness of the parents or the offspring, and
this they do for the reason that they regard marriage as
a divine sacrament for which mankind was oreated, and not
an a civil agreement constructed for the convenience of
mankind. Strangely, tog, the logic of facts is againet them,
for whenever the procuring of & divorce has Leen made
more easy, their pupposed disciples, the wives, have been
more inelined to obtain relief than the husbands. This,
possibly, shows that men are s bad lot, but since it also
proves that women nre ceasing to regard the infuence of
the charches, most men, not clergy, will view the fact as a
convenient petard for heisting the enemy.

THE MESSACE OF NATURE.

THERE'S a dreamland over herg,
Come and see ! Cowme and see !
There’s a glory over here,
Come to me! Come te me!
Lay 1hy head upoo my breast,
1 will [ull thy sonl to Test,
I will tell thee what is best.
Come to me !

There’a B, swostness in the air
Over here! Over here!
Everlasting freshpess fair
Over here! Over hera)
List, my voice ! Go tune thy ear,
Beanty s secret thou wilt hear,
Hark ! the muosie of the sphere ]
Corae to me |

Peace and quiet reign above

Ever more! Ever morel
‘The beantiful and grand in love

More aod mote ! More and more 1
Hear the throbbiogs of my haart,
Leamn the secret of life's art,
It will teach thy soul ita part.

. Come to me!

ALICE MEREDITH.

¥rLAaag RRAND PickrEs.—Ask for them, the best in tle
vwrkeat. Havwako Broa., Christchurch.—(ADVT.)

The New High Arm Davin Vertical Feed Is acknowledyed
by experta to be the most perfect Sewing Machine the World has
¥oleeoly,—ADVT.

‘ORB' CORRUGATED IRON will cover morv—a loag
way more—than suy other lroo, sud for quality hes no equa',



THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPILIC.

e shall always be pleased to receive mccounts of entertain-
-ments, dances, elc., Srom any place where we Aave no regulatr
correapondent, Al lettera ta be signed in full, mot for publication
bt ar o guaranize of accuracy.

WANGANUIL,

DEAR BEE. ArvcusT 12,

The pnblic of Wanganui have been afforded a
grent treat on thres evenings lately, by the staging of the
well-known and popular opera of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
composition, the * Mikado,' by the members of the \\:an-
ganui Mosical and Dramatieal Association, The Society
bave already put om before a Wanganni audience the
foliowing :—¢ Current Cash,’ ' Iolanthe,’ ete., all of which
were well reeeived, and creditably peiformed. Tn the
opinions of many the Asscciation, in proposing to stage
the ‘Mikado,’ were undertaking more than they were
capable of, but, fortunately, the mapag of the A !
tion iscomposed of men wha believe that whers there’s a will
there is also & way, s once having made up their minds to
put the opera on, they lost no time in putting their inten-
tions inte a prasctical sha) All who were dubions at the
outset of the undertaking were, without exception,
after bhaving witnessed the ﬁformauce. ready 1o &c-
koowledge that they had n pleasantly surprised,
After some monthe of most active and persevering
rehearsal, the Wanganni amatears appeared for the firss
time in the ‘Mikado’' opera. The house, thongh rot
crammed, was & good oue, several ladien bein%‘ present in
evening coatume, amongst whuin 1 noticed Mis Fitzmanrice,
Miss Blanche Moore {of Nelson, who 1s at prezent on & visi§
to Wanganui), Mm Baroicear, Miss Pear, Mrs Comyns,
Mrs Potter, etc. Ahmnost at the eleventh hour a difficuley
arose, which it was feared at first wonld deln{ the staging
of the opera, Mr Fairbomm, who was caat for the important
character of Naoki Poo, the lover of Yum-Yum, haviag
canght a severe cold, which rendered ringing {of which
there is a zood deal in the part} quite out nf the gnestion.
Fortunately, an excellent and most willing acceptance of
‘the part was received at the bands of Mr W, H, (-, Foster,
mine host of the well-known Wanganui hoatelry, the Stean:
Packet Hotel, who, although he was deprived of the neces-
sary amonnt of time for rehearsal of such an invpurtant part
aa  that assigned, yet sustained it in an admirable
marner. Mr Foster appeared most to advantage in his ren-
dition of the well-known solo, * A Wandering Miostrel 1,’
godin the part-singing, 100, he rendered valuable assiztance ;
and takiog intocousiderstion the shortness of notice he had,
his conception of the part is deserving of very great credit,
The character of the Mikado was invested with the
higheat possible degree of dignity by Mr E. Withers, whe
wore the handsome dress appropriate ta such a high digni-
tary, and in the song and chorus, * My Object All Sablie,’
he was greatly instrumental in rendering it in the effective
and telling maoner in whieh it was given. Mr Withers ap-
peared to advantage in his conception of the part where he
comes on the etage in quest of his lost son, Nanki Poo, and
after having been informed by Ko-Ko that his eccmmand to
bave s peraon executed has been duly carried out, he tinds
out that it is bis lost som, Nanki Poo, that has been be-
headed, The poignancy of grief that would paturally fol-
low waa well sustammed at the hands of Mr VWitheis,
Perbaps the miost meritoricus part in the performance,
.and without & doubt the one wpom which the most
bueiness devolved, was that of Ko-Ko, the Lotd High
Executioper of Titipn, a8 played by Mr W, M. David-
son, in the comic element of which there in & good deal in
the opers, more especially in the second act. e made the
best *hits' of the evening, and each night he was un-
douabtedly the greatest in favour with the large audiences
that packed the Oddfellows’ Hall each evening.  The potent
am] dignified personage of Poph Bab, Lord High Everything
Else, found the worthiest acceptance at the handa of Mr J.
W. Day, whose fine, m&nlﬂ, and robust physique was per-
fectly in keeping with the dignified and huughty manner to
be assumerd, The manyand amuasinglitile witty pointaof dia-
logue which intersperses the opera were Eiven in & most tell-
iog and effective manrner by Mr Day, aud although suflfering
considerably from & bad throat, bis vocal efferts, too, were
br no means inferior to the liistrivnic ability which he dia-
ayed. Hin little son as Ko-Ko's sword-bearer, did the
ittle he had to do well, and it was somewhat amusing what
deference was paid to him hy the adult members of the
-ehorue wheun be received from Ko Ko the murderous lookiag
weapont with which the exerutionary conrmande of the
Mikalo were carried ont.  Mr Norrie was cast for the part
of Pish Tush, a soble loid, and he gave very material
assistanca in the concerled vocal itewmns, Eut his enunciatiovn
appeared to be his weakest point. Miss E. Gerse gave
a moat pleasing and faithful representation of the im-
portant part ot Yum-Yam, and her rendition of the
character showed tbe most careful study, sad very
grenk patursl tetent and ly}ltﬂdl- To the wcene where
sha finds her lover, Naoki Poo, and subsequegt!y learos
that be is doomed to be bebeaded, and if she merries

him it means burying alive for her, Misr GGerse gave a moat
vivid portrayal of the natural feelings which would arise
unider such trying ciicnmstances. In the vocal eforta Miss
Gerse appeared undoubted]y to ruost advantage in the solo,
* The Sun Whose Rays.” Mise Pawson and Miss Withers, re-
spectively, assumed the characters of Pitti Sing and Peep
Eo, both of whom atquitted themselves ndmira%ly. In the
trio, * Three Little Maidas From Sehool Are We," these
two last-mentioned young Iadies, together with Miss (erse,
fairly brought down the hnuse for their coquettish and
plearing rendition of this always popular ditty, and they
received a vociferous encore. The dithicult character of
Katisha, an elderly lady in love with Nanki Poo, was
capiially and cleverly sostained by Miss Lilly Kitchen,
who invested the part with a large amount of bnsinees.
The resentment assumed at finding her lover, Nacki Poo,
had found greater atiraction in Yum-Yum is worthy of par-
ticular praize. Mise Kitchen rendered the solo, ‘ Hearte Do
Not Break,” in a telling and pathetie manner, for which she
received a well-deserved encore,  In the dance with Ko-Ko
this young lady aleo made one of the most suecessful * hits”
of the evening, reaulting in another recall.  The costumesn
which cost something like £150, were really handsome, and
reflect very great credit npon the local establishment of
Messrs Nicholas and  Hennington, by whom they were
turned ont.  Mr A, Martin, who bas only juet remaved Lis
photographie studio to rauch more modern and extensive pre.
mises, has execnted a nuinber of large portraits of the prinei-
Enls in the opera, and they were on view for some little tima
efore the opera was staged, and were universally Admired.
The scenery on the stage was specially painted for the opera
by Mr T. H. Battle, and added mueg to the appearance of
those taking part in the performnance. Able assistance was
rendered in this direction by Mrz Lennie Jones. Twolarge
Japanese lilies on the proscenimu wing from this lady’s
brush were much admired. The muosic was supplied by the
Wanpanui Orchestral Club, nnder the conductorship of Mr
J. K. Manning, and rendered valnable service, The duties
of pianist were, in the absence of Mra Charles Greenwood,
owing to her recent bereavement, ably performed by Mrs
Meek (née Willis), who formerly for many years acted in a
similar capacity to the Wanganui Harmonie Society. To
Mr W, J. Blake, stage manager, and Mr J. H. Keesing,
chairman, too much credit cannot be ascribed for the
manner in which all arrangements were carried out.
Though each night of the perfornacce the attendance
was very large, yet perhaps if anythiag the last night was
the mest oumercasiy attended. [t was nndoubtedly the
most fashionable. The popils attending both the Boys’ and
Girls’ Colleges were present. the latter in charge of their
head mistress, Miss Harrieon. There were alko a large
muwber of ladies present in the dress circle in evening dress,
amongst whom 1 noticed Mesdames Empeon, Gifferd, Mar-
shall, Y. F, Ruasell, Mra {Dr.) Earle, Mrs A. Atking, Mrs
Harry Hole, Mrs Turner, Mrs (Dr.) Skerman (of Marton)
Mrs Alex. Hatiick, Miss Kussell, the Misses Earle, with
whom was Miss Wiliord of the Hutk, Miss Jessie Taylor,
Misaea Cameron of Marangai, Miss Ralston, of Fuxton, be-
sides several others, all of whom apresred te be very pleased
with the performance, In all likelibood the opera will
shortly be again pus on, when Mr Fairburn will assume the
character of Nanki Poo, which was so well sustained in the
perlormances already given by Mr W. H. . Foater.

We are to have plenty of amusemenis this week. The
annual concert and dance, held under the apspices of the
Tarakura Football Club, is to be held in the Turakuora
Towan Hall, Several local amatears are going to take part
in the cencert, and most of them will, T expect, be prevailed
npon to stay to the dapee, I wilk give youn an account of it
in my next.

There are several other iteros to tell yon abont—a con-
versazione in the large hali adjoining 5t. 1*aul's Choreh, also
the mounthly =ocial in connection with the ladies of the
Church of England Working Guild. The latter ix always
well attended, and certainly tends to bring the members of
the congregation togetber. A number of vocal and in-
strumental iteros are rendered, and liveral refresbments are
dispensed during the evening, which renders it moreof &
social nature thao it otherwise would be; but this letter is
already too loog.

DoroTtany.

NELSON.

AUUGLST 12
The Proviocial Hall was again the scene of great
festivities, the occasion being the anouwal Masonic %.mll.
whizh waa, ae they always are, & great saccess. The lall
was tastefully decorated with flaps, ferns, Chinese lanterns,
ete,, the ferns being arranged on the walls to represent the
different masonic symbols, The Chinese lanterns weve huny
i one long row from end to end of the hail. The etfect of
the whole wie miost pleasing to the eye. It was reslly
wonderful how so much decorating was done, se no nails or
tacks are allowed to be used, ec you can imagine how very
herd that makes it for the unfortubate Jecorators  As to
the sapper, that wae moet reéchorehd, awd evidently the
feature of the evening, T'he talle lovked very pretty with
tlowers tastefully arranged onit. Thetlnorand the music were
good, o you see, dear Bes, we had nuthinf to gruble at ;
yet, of coarse (or st least so say our male friends), we can-
not be happy withort Bniding fault with something, and
thie time it waa the dreadful crush. ¢lue had hsrdly room
1o move, Towards the end, when a autnber had lefs, it was
vastly improved. But there, complaining is not my furte,
oo that will lest for & Jong time. The dreanea were nll
bright, and some very handsome oven were worn. Mra
Morton was in & lovely pale heliotrops silk, besutifully

DEAR BEE,

made with a long basijue sad chifun Hunnees, anl waa, I
think, undoultedly the belle. Mrs Peanwon also louked ex.
tremwely well in & pretty shade of pink witk timmed with
watered #ilk ; Miss Watson wore & peculinr slinte of leion
silk, relieved with brown velver bawnds (an uncommon
toilette) ; Miwx . Pritt wore & becoming gown of white
cashmere handsomely embroidered with gobd ; Miss Catley,
ati elegant 1ube of apricot »ilk embroidered with silver ; ber
sister, & lemun culuured net ; Miss Trask, such & handsome
dress of erinson satin, with a comit train bordered with
bunclies of ostrich featliers ; Mins Warner, a lovely robe of
pale yellow net, with little bunches of primroses all over
the frunt of the skirt,

The Pualtiy, Bird, and Doy Show teok place in the
Drill shed. The exhilits this year were 8o numerous that
there really was not roam to inspect the ditferent classes an
one would like to, fur so mary people went that, what with

ple and exhibits, it was popossible to walk about eom-
ortably. The show on the whole was most succesaful,
eerecially the poultry and birds, An Art Union had been
got up for the benetit of the sbow, acd uno the last evenin
great excitement prevailed, when the lucky winzers he
Lheir numbera ealled.  Some of the yrizes were yery valua-
ble. All had ©een Eneaeule-l by diterent citizens, T'ls
tirst prize was a dou ie-barrelledygun given by Mr A. Glaa-
gow, of Wakapuake. 1 think nearly everyone went to
the Show at sote time or other, but the evening I was there
I only saw Masdaies Ulasgow, Watts, Perey Adams, J.
Sharp, A. Glasgow, Pitt, and T. Glasgow, Misses Bell,
Pitt, M. Seymour, Lilasgow and Catley.

Om the public holiday the firet sporks in connection with
the Athletic Assoeiation took place. They consisted of
‘cyeling races, horse races, foot races, ete, hey were helil
in Trafalgar l'ark. The attendance was by no meanas as
Jarge as it otherwize would have been, owing Lo the dieadful
wind which prevailed. Those who did not turn out were
wise, for 1here is no protection in the Park from wind, and
it seemed to Almost cut one in two, and was bitterly cold as
well, Anongz the few who braved the eleinents were Mes-
dames Pitt, Littlejohn, Tharnton, Misses Morgan, Honies,
Curtis, Catley, Pitt, and Healy.

In the evening a concert was given by a number of local
amateurs in aid of the fueds of the Athletic Associntion.
Mrs Houlker sang two sougs in her nsoal sweet manner.
She was lendly eceored ; in fact, Lthe audience in the Lack
seats were decidedly unkind, and would not stop clapping
until Mes Houlker good-paturedly retarned, which was
hard for her, as she was sutfering f‘:'om & bad cold, Miss
l’l:_a,tt also sung very well, as did Messts Fell, tirace and
Wix. 2r Wix geve a bumorous recitation, also Mr
Kirkby. The theatre was well FHlled. Among the
audience were Mesdames Watts, Fell, Percy Adams,
.\lpcquarrie. litt, J. sharp, Honres, A, 5, "Atkinson,
Misses Watson, Gribben, Fell, Sealy, Homes, and Curtia.

Mrs Macquarrie gave a small aftérnoon tea, when a plea-
sant time was spent by Mesdames Richmond, Ielanders,

ro;d, Booth, Pearsom, Williams, Ubdham, Sutton and
aff.

A second social evening was held at the Nelson club, and
WAS B8 great & success ad the lirst one. It was jo exact}
the sanie style aa the furmer one—songs, recitations, read-
ings, etc., then supper. Iso't it hard upon us, Bee, that we
poor women have not yet been mdmitted within the sacred
precineta of the Club, after all our male friends’ pronise,
too ¥ But I Lelieve some of ther are again agitating about
it, so we shall still live in bepes, not fruitless ones this tines
let us trust.

Great excitement prevails here just now over the Jubilee
uf_t.he Provinece, which occurs next 1st Febrnary. Ifthe com-
mittee are only able to carry ont all their plans, we way ex-
pect & week of gaiety. A book is to be compiled giving the
experiences of all the old settlers in Nelson in the form of
stories, which [ should thick would be very interesting.

In my sextletter I shall have the wiasked ball to t.efi yon
of, We are all busy comeocting our costumes. Nome, [
hear, are to be highly amusing.

PHYLLIS.

PATEA.

DEAR BEE, AUGUsT I

i It i3 some time since I wrote you a letter, but
this season’s assemUlies, and the ball wiven by the ladies,
have Leen such & success that I nust tell you about it—
who were there, and what they wole, for really there were
some very elegant costumes, and the hall whs crowded.
We had the best of music, and the most recherchr aupper,
provided by the committee—Mesilames Muaro, Jollie,
Christie, Cowevn, Smith, Perkios, \Wilson, and Klin-
gender, The Lail was prettily «decorated with pikan
pals, ferns, and bunting, and the tluor wes simply

Qe_rfec:iun._ Too much cannot be said in praise of
Miss Jollie, who was sccretary, and on whom the
succera of the ball The extras

certainly depended.
were well played by Misses Kllister, Hmith, Jollie, and
Cowern, anl Measis Mussen aod Junes. There were
three dchutantes — Miss tivod (of Manais), in white flsh
uet; Miss Shields, white net, with ribbon and lilies
uf_bhe valley ; aad Miss F, Smith, white Liberty silk.
Misa .\lunm(\\'nn%nnui] wore k very elegant dress of pencock
Tue satin ; Miss Morse, handsotme black net embroidered
with goll and ted silk ; Miss Lysaght, black lace over
lavender silk ; Mrs J. Peat, black velvet ; her daugliter, a
]':eculin,r slinde of pink ; Miss Turner red brocade and net ;
Mrs Kemp, white wilk net, white satin bodice, handsome
‘:nnel of pearle; Miss Jollie, white tulle; Miss
Muy Jollie, white merveilleux; Miss Testar, au olive
green met uver satin, long trai) of pink ruses.  One
dress I thought very simple and pretty—imleed, 1 hemrd
mole than vne say that young lady was the Lelle ; it was
& cream mnslin drexs, Laby bwlice, (leep tuche ronnd the
edyre of the skirt; Mrw Lennie Jonea looked very nice ina
pink non's veiling ; Mrs Christie, blue silk, silver and Ll
tinsel ; Mrn Wilson, haodeome st brocade gown; M
Wyburn, Llack lave, red poppies; Mrs Cowern, Llack wer-
veilleux, and sulphur-coloured livh aet @ Men (Dr.) 1'erkina,
dress of gaslight green, pink feathers : Misa Newing, black
lace, blue ribbons ; Mise Tompson, piok aed gold gruze ; M
Jellie, bandeonie Llack silk, ermnioe clonk, This delightiul
ball broke up about fuur in the mornioyg, aod 1 am sura
everyone enjoyed thenmelven to the utmoat,

The last of the prsgrnblies was held on & bitterly aold
pight, making dancing very enjuyable.  Mra Cleary looked
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very nice in black velvet and erushed strawberey ; Mism
Cleary, in white ; and Mixs A. Cleary, in and white ;
Miss Muson, black net ; Mise Kenworthy, white muulin,
pink ribbon; Miss Balmforth, pink dress, ?_mk feather
trimming on the cor and wleeves; Misa Gibbons, blue
eashiuere and satin : Miss Gibson, blue ; Miss Taylor, blue
(lovked wery pretty}; Mws Christie, black net and satio
trimued with jet; Miss Thompson, pink satin and nun's
veiling ; Mra Balmlorth, black satin ; Mrs Ball, black ailk ;
Mres Hamerton, heliotrope cashmere and velves: Miss Cowern,
ink lace trimmed with white fur ; Misas Morse, black !1Ik net ;
Misa Jollie, creams satin and cashmiere trinimed with lace,
I hope this will not be the laat of the dances, for there is
nothing so enjoyable in the cold weather. M
! ARIAN.

{Thank yon. Shall be pleased to hear from yon again. —
BiE )

CHRISTCHURCH.

DEeAR BEE. AvorsTt 1l
Everything is frightfully (niet but the weather,
and that is variety itself, with the one exception—it cannot
rain. The clonds blow np, and all looks black and promia-
ing, but the next morning is frosty as usoal, and old Sol,
with as broad a grin s ever, gnite having the laugh at ns
for being 8o simple as to expect a tainy moroing. Then I
hear the menkind of the family talking in the wost doleful
way abont the dull times, nut{xing doing, and so on, till
really bat for the brilliant sunshine one would feel quite
miserabie. It is just the time for long walks, and nnmerons
parties are organised, principally for the two favourite ones
«to Lyttelton cia Dyer's Pasa, or to Lft.te'lton i Sumner,
and wice versa. The view on these uwelg clear days is
charming, and well worth the walk nlp the hill.

A few young people apent a very]p easant evening at Mm
Stack's, Fendalton, inelading a little d.nncing‘t;

A Sonth Canterbury wedding was celebrated at St
Michaels Chorch. The bride was Miss Islip, of Albary,
and the bridegroom Mr T. E. Goodwin, of Fairlie Creek.
The bride's diess was a pretty and sitople one of white
nun's veiling with silk stripe, a spray of orange blossom on
the bodice, and wreatk of same fastening the long tulle veil
on ber hair.  There wers fonr maids in attendance.  Miss
Islip and Mies Peache had dresses of crenm nun's veiling
braided with gold, hats to mateh with primroses. The two
little girls, the Misses Rutherford, of Monnt Nessing, wore
ruby velvet frocks with b sashes of white pongee silk,
and ruby hats with large white ostrich feathers drooping
over the brim. Each bridesmaid wore a fold safety-pin
brooch with pearl initial, the gift of the bridegroom. he
wedding pa.rt._w{] drove to the residence of Mr and Mrs J. D,
Peache (the bride's uncle and aunt), where many good
wishes were expressed for their futnre welfare, Mr and
Mrs tioodwin left by the afternoon tiain for Ashburton,
The bride’s travelling dress was a grey Cheviot tweed,

At the meet Mr Lyon was able to be in charge again,
having recovered from his accident. Aylesbury was the
chosen spot for this day, and ihey bad fairly good sport.

The rehearsals for * Creatnres of Impnlse’ are going
splendilly, and we are all looking forward to this prett
p?ay, while the juveniles have almost been off theie Le
with excitemeat over Mrs E. W, Humphrey's hmci' dress
bali. That will be a charming sight to witness, but 1doabt
if these great festivities are very good for the children.
Like the age, I suppose, they live too fast now, and will
have nothing to look forward to, Lnt oy mission in life is
not to set the world to rights, and I am carried on with the
great tide.

Almost every member of the Kilbnrn work party met at
Mrs Alan Scott's, as usual. They are so scon to be discou-
tinued that oo one likes to be absent for an hour, the time
is so pleasantly spent, Mrs Boyle, Mrs Julian Scott, and
Miss Worthy gave short readings, Miss Hobison recited, and
the Mieses Robison and E. Rhodes performed the little play
of ¢ Ninon and Ninette,” and Miss F. Wyro- Williams played
s0me very pretty violin solos.

Mrs Walters, Christ’s College, had a very pleasant after-
noon gathering. Amoog the many present were Mesdames
Blakiston, Harper, Bowen, Worthy, Cox, Hennah, Izard,
Banks, Neabe, and Scott, Songs wers sung by Mesdames
Burns, Andrews, Misses Helmore and Loughnan, and & re-
citation by Miss Worthy,

The * Farnell Memorial ' demonstration took place one
evening st Lancaster Park, snd all went well for a time
Crowds assembled in the park, and the procession was &
great sight, but when about half over a real old-fashioned
Vsgutherly' eame np amnd dispersed the l})eople pretty
quickly, and put ont the electric lighte, and by the time
the tireworks were due there was no one left to see. But
I notice, with all the erowd, there are only a few pounds to
hand over to the fund. That magic word, ' expenses,” rons
away with so much.

Mrs Worthy had a llr%e party for tenaiz and badmiston,
Amouog the players were Mr m{ Mras Harrison, Mr aed Mm
Weston, Mr and Mra Andrews, Mrs and Miss Campbell,
Mrs and Mias Looghnan, Mrs and the Misses Cowlishaw,
Mr and Mra Walters, Mrs Burnas, the Missea Helmore,
Mesera Mannering, Stewart, Maxwell and Gordon.

Ia the evening the Dialectic Society gave another of their
enjoyable concerts in the University Hall, which was, ss
ususal, erowded, but that failed to make it warm. It waaa
bitterly eold night, and people are not very enthusinstic
somehow when cold.  However, it was an excellent eoncert.
Mesdamer Barns and W. P. Townend sang charmingly, and
Mrm Wilding played most brilliantly. Mrs Burne looked
very sweet ig her simple black lace dress; Mrs Townend
had a handsome dresa of pink brocade, with ruby velvet
bodice and tiain; and Mrs Wilding wore black velvet
trained dresa with cream brocade froot and veat.  Mr Wal-
lace's violin playiog gave great pleasnre, and the trio by
Mr Willing, Mr Wallace, and Mr H. H. Loughpan
wan perfecily played. Mr Izard and Mr Maitlaod Gardner
sahy.  Ameng the numernos audience [ noticed Mraod M
lievan-Brown, Mr and Mra ichas, Mias Cox, the Misses
Eobisun, M anil Misws Cane, Mrs Hennah, Misa Ciark, Mrs
MacDonnled, the Misses Hennali, Miss B. Tanner, tha Misses
Thorpe, M wad Mi-s Kimbell, Mes J. P, Firth, aod many
olhers, and crowds of awest girl pradoates.

Bishop Julius |ail tha top stone of the Cathedral spire
one morping between eight and nine o'clock. There weére
not niany [enple satir, s it was not known he was going to
do i1, and being vo early, His son was also oo the platform

at the top with him. A ailver trowel was presented to the
Bishop with an inscription, by Mr Stocks, the eontractor.
A chair attarhed to wire ropes was used for the ascent, and
when on the jonrney, sboat half way up, a halt was made,
and & very good photograph taken, so no one can deny now
oar Bishop bas suspended. The eroms ie not gnite
ready to placed in position, and Mr Stocks haa
making hay ia the meantime by elevating thoes of an ad-
venturons spirit at half-a-crown each.

The Hev. W. B. Stanford, onr late canon, is not likely to
return to New Zealand, as he has heen appointed head-
waster of St. Mark's School at Windsor since being curste-
in-charge of a pariab in Lincolnshire.

Muuzgr haa become gnite the fashion here, and in hiﬁhl(
recommdhded by the facnity, Mra 8. Palmer, from Wel-
lington, haa been here some months giring lessons, and also
treating patienta  She is generally recognised as m com-
Eebenl: masscuse, and has instructed Mrs Macpheison, of the

hodes” Convalescent Home, whers patients are now re-
ceived for the treatment ; aleo Misa Rowan, of M Rowan's
Noming Home, and in & nomber of ¢ases immense benefit
has been experienced,

DoLiy VaLe

MARLBOROUCH.
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The Hunt Club races, the first held by the ¢lab,
was n_very successinl affair altogether, the weather being
propiticas, and all the trades-people agreeing to ‘shut up
shop." There was quite a large gathering on the course.
Misa A. Williams' harse won the Ladies’ Bracelet amidst
great applanse and excitement. There was rather more
than the nsnal mild excitement over the shilling sweep-
stakea amongst the ladies up in the Grand Stand. ~ A valo-
able horse belonging to Mr Roake unfortunately fell, and
was 80 severely hart that it ia said he will never be able to
race again.

The trades-people had a very pleasant social gatherin
ander the anspices of a popular committee. $ome musieal
selections by Misa MeCabe, and a scng, * Truoe to the Last,’
b_,i'l_\zlr George Carter, varied the proceedings with dancing
till 2 p.m. - .

Surprise parties are bLecothing monotonoae, but what are
you to do in a emall place like Mariborough? Anyone whe
will start something new and original in the way of amuse.
ment for the young people will be looked npon as a public
benefactor, One party visited Mrs Raynor's bospitable
homestead, snd enjoyed thernselves immensely. Mre
Faynor's name is & honsehold word amonget the young
people, and her hospitality proverbial with tbe young men
who have gone to Blenheim aa strangers, and experienced
great kindness at her handz. A heax was perpetrated on
the indefatigable band who go about with their suppera and
take other people’a houses by storm. Some tircolars headed
‘Surprise Party ' were sent to varions members of the eontin-
gent, requesting them to meet at a certain corber abt a
certain time. Twenty young people, laden with provision
baskets, appeared on the scene at the time appointed, Lut
the organizer of the party was conspicuons by his absence,
provably chuckling to himself at the snccess of his scheme
on the pther side of the hedge.

The Martborongh Rugby Football Union got ap a soecial
to raise fands for the purpose of sending & team to try con-
clusjons with foreign teams. The social was a fancy or
ﬁl&in dreas—at the option of the gueste affair, and appears to

ave been a succese.  Some of the Picton ladies were asked
to gg) on the committee with the Blenheim ladies, but what
with railway fares, tickets, and other unavoidable expencea
mounting up, they were unable to avail themselves of the
compliment paid to them. The fancy dressists were Migs
Falconer (Picton), Dolly Varden ; Miss Mary Raynor, Fair
Maid of Perth ; Miss Smith, French Peasant ; Mirs Horton,
Grecian Maid ; Mies Borton, Highland Lassie; Miss
{sillespie, Julia ; Mra Brown, Magpie ; W. Carey, Buffale
Bill; J. W. Hodgeon, Lawn-tennia; 8. Hodson, Page ;
Mr Menelans, BSandy McPherson ; Mr King, Yankie Grab;
Mr Uldershaw, Irishman; Mr Ennis, Footballer; H.
Pureer, Bombardier; Mr Bothwell, Chinaman; Mr T.
Nicholas, The Good Young Man Who Died ; Mr Horton,
Lawn Tennis ; L. Grittithe, Lawyer ; W. Seymour, Clown ;
C. Simson, Rowing: E. Pasley, Persian; A. Raywnor,
Volunteer Ofticer. [ was unable to be present, so can only
give a hearsay report, though I believe the management waa
excellent and the attendance very large.

Mr Thomas Watson, of Blenheim, gave & lectnre on
* Robert Burna'’ to the Picton people for the benefit of the
public lawn tennia court. As a rule, the public of Picton
despise two things—lectures and glees—but on this oceasion,
whether it was that the conl-inuIFfmeu! bad sharpened their
intellectual qualities, ur that they could not resist so atirac-
tive a subjeck, this deponent knoweth not, but quite a |
puwher of the residents turned oubt of their comiortable
homes into the froaty night air, and sat entraneced for two
whole hours listening to Mr Wateon's oratory.  The glees,
which were sung by some of the members of the late Mnsical
and Dramatic Society, they took as * bittera with the aweer.’
They prefer eolos, so why Dot give them the medicine they

refer? Mr Waddy, in retaroing a vote of thanks to the
ectorer, made one of the very beat impromoptu speeches aver
delivered in Marlborough, and waa heartily applaaded.

Mrs H. C. Seymour and Mrs Allen were asked to
chaperone a party of young ple oot on the warpath to
sarprise Mr and Mre Beanchamp, at Apikiwa, but at the
last Mrs Seymour was nnable to go, and the whole duty and
reaponsibility devolved wpon Mrs Allen.  Captain Banna-
tyoe, uf the ship Nelson, kindly leat obe of the ship’s boata,
capacions enough to hold all the party, sod we left Picton
at four p.m., snd arrived at Anikiwa, which is situated at
the head of Queen Charlotie Sound, mt six p.m., just in
time for tea. Mr asd Mrs Beauchamp received the
party literally with open wrms, and made the atrangers,
of whown there were seversl, feel at home av once, whilst
the yooug ladies, assisted by their guests, quickly prepared
the tea.  Afrer tea the dining room was eleared of carpets
and foroiture, and = most enjoyable evening was spent.
The fight of time wan forgntten, and the amall honrs of the
morning fouad us still duing the light Esntastic. At three
a.m. we all retired for & few hours’ rest, the gentlemen
cawping dowo in the diniog room, and all wers up at sn
early hour, and some of them out quail.shooting before
breakfast. After breakimst it was resolved to extend the
excurrion to Cullensville rather than go fahing, as wan in-
tended, so we packed up some luach, and took leave of the

Beauchamp family with cheers and good wishes, and & warm
invitation from our host and hostesa to repeai the sor-
priss. Wa got iato unr nsotical eoach and pioceeded
to the Grove, about & milascrora the bay, where we landed,
and from thence walked to Callensville, a distanee of five
miles. Ve paid & vieit to Mr Greensill's store, snd ssked
permission from Mr Frank Conoly to camp there. He kindly
wade some tea for ns, and we forthwith proceeded to make
onrselves at home. We might bhave been on short cowmmons
fora week, so hungry were we, and it was quite apparent
that there was not nearly sutficient lunch ta n.t.'la!l" Bu ANY
ravenons peopls, 8o & couneil of war was held. We had not
intended to go to Catlensville, and wers unprovided with
meney, but pockets were turned ont, peverchelesa. Mrs
Allen found ninepence, and Miss Western one and sixpence,
and the two went off in trinmph to A baker'sshop, whers they
invested their whole fortune in a loaf, 8 piece of cheeue,
and some biscuite, We fared sumptoously on that, and
felt at peace with all the world. We then risited several
of the ¢claima, King Solomon's Mine hirst of all, where some
of our yonung men being * new chnms,’ were baptized accord-
inﬁ to rule by baring the water tnrned on from the rloice
whilat they were descending the shaft. Mr Wearns, the
mine manager, was exteedingly kind, and wished as to stay
and see them * washiog out,” but that wonld have delayed
ue too long. He had some very handsome nuggets amonget
the week's *takinge,” The Wairarapa claim was the hext
visited, and there 1 went down the shaft in an ordina
bucket, impelled thereto by & desire to distinguish mysell,
and also to have something to relate to you. The shaft
was 45 feet deep, and the sensation of going down not un-
pleasant till 1 to twirl ronnd like a tee-totum near
the bottom. When there I aat down in a puddle, regardless
of my dress, but still had sensa enough to disentangle myself
from the bucket, and let it be drawn npwards again.  Mr
Matheison came down the perpendicalar ladder and lit &
candle, by the Jight of which we explored the tonnel to
where the men were at work— 250 feet from the ehaft. No
one can imagine without seeing for themselves the wonder.
ful work done by men in their pearch for gold, and that
tunnel looked a dreadful place for men to Le at work in—
resking of blue mod and dynamite, etanding in water,
and water trickling down upon them, oot of the son-
shina and oot of the fiesh air, they dearly earn
the gold they get. Mr Matheison pointed places
in the tunnel where they had fuound some eplendid
noggeta. The owners of this claim are called the * Lucky
diggers,” and bave been very succeasful, as indeed they de-
serve to be. I went np once more in the bueket, and began
to feel quite at homein it. Mr Matheison then washed out
some dirt to show us the process, and we became the prood
E)aneasors of some nmall noggets. Next we went to the

ibernian claim, where some of the others wanted to dis-
tinguish themselvea by going down the shaft, but wanted
me, an g veteran, to lead the way. My dress already bore
tbhe marks of another sbaft and tonnpel, and I had no desire
to go back to Picton inside & whole casing of bloe clay, so
I declined the honour of leading them in this case, and we
went to the oilice instead, and saw the bag of gold—the
week'’s takings—and bad the manner of assaying the gold
explained to us, and many other interesting matters,
which would make this letter far toc long were I to
teli them. A comlortable-iocking brake stuod ready in
Allen-street, bnt we were penniless adventurers, and could
notaltiord the lnxury of a carriage and pair. Shank’s ponies
would have to carry us, we thonght, to the Giove, but we
hadn’t gone far on our way before the brake overtook ns,
and the driver, kaown as Tim MeClaacy, insisted apon onr
chaperon and those of the party with her getting into the
trap, and in spite of proteatstions—feeble ones, [ admit—he
drove us down to the Grove Wharf, Tbanks, and the
hearticpt cheers that over-tired people conld give, were all
we bad to give, but the memory of his good-natured action
will live in our hearts for all time.  On the wharf we found
the Misses Beauchamp with a kettle of hot tea and some
more eatables, which they, thinking we would be starved,
bad broaght over from Anikiwa in a boat. We had to wait
an hoar for the *middies’ and the rest of the party who
were walking, and then we took to the oars, or rather the
middies did, and arrived at the Picton Wharf at 8 p.m., and
all agreed that it was one of the very best excnrsions ever
planned and carried out.

JEAN.

NAPIER.
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The mnoual fancy diesa footballers' ball took
place io the large Drill-phed, and added one wmiore to the
very many pleasant balls that have preceded it, six hun-
dred people being present. The floor was all that could be
desired, and the sapper perfect, thacks to the many kiond
friends who yearly provids onr footballers’ ball sapper, sud
we really think our boys are getting wore PopnlI:el' thag
ever, for everyone seems so willing to sesiat. The hall was

uite picturesquely decorated with flags, ferns, and flax,
the latter of which were brought down from Te Ante by Wi
Dunean and several native footballers, our town boys working
until one o'clock the previous eveniog at decorating. Great
credit in doe to Mr J, Gethin Hoghes, who waa secretary,
and worked like s Trojan to make it the great snccess it

roved to be. (ne and all say it was moat enjoyable. Now

will describe as many of the dresses as [ can remember, and
those ladies and gentlemen who are missed out will koow
it is beyond my fower to remember everyone present. Buk
before starting I may say everyons looked nice, and the
music of Newbonld's band was charming. The wife of the
popolar President of the Rugby Union, Mrs Logan, made a
capital Mother of Red Riding Hood, and was most aasiduous
in her mittentions to the native footballers and their wives
sod friends.  Mr Logan alro did everything in his power to
make it moest epjoyable for them, miso Mr Hobep, the
Becretary of the Rugby Union, who appeared in native
costume. Misa Bell, Student; Misw Hilda Hitchings,
Daughter of the Regiment ; Miss Kate Hitchings, Galatea ;
Mizs L'on Hitchinge, Court Lady (looked very handsome) ;
Misa Hitchiongs, Student ; MissMilly Rhodes, Fisher Gir ; Miss
). Hamlin, Gireek dvess; Misa Luckie, Powder and Patchen ;
Miss Gitoom, Flower Girl; Misa Jago, Peazank; Miss Hughes,
Peasaot; Miss Cottrell, Hed Riding Hoed ; Mim Taylor,
Nun; Miss Bee Luscelles, piok evening dress (looked charm-
ingl : Miss Roy, blueand black ; Mise Bower, avening dress ;
Misa Lowry, evening dress (very pretty); Misa Peacocke,
fancy costame ; Mim Benaet, blne ; Mrs Nicholls, pink even-
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v dreas ; Miss Cotirell, evening dress ; Miss Carter, cream ;  wss in & black evening dress, the low bodice sparkling with
_\I.I[,i’n l_'pddin. Comsican Peasant ; Mm Sheath, evening dress ; '{e;_ : l_(i-a Court, VEry pretty cream eashimers ap\:ning dregs: wELL'"cTOH'
Mra King, lln\ve_yhzﬂ\'l:u:}'wmu. Slare (one of the most eifec-  Misa Scott looked nice in & pink eashmers gown made with Dear BEE, AUGUST 14,

tive ) eveni dress ; Miss Raine,
handsome evening dress of white nill:E; Mme Hamlin, pink
silk ; Mm Margohinth, black ailk; Miss Warer, & visitor
from Nelson, wore one of the most charming evening dresses
—a cream wsilk profosely cri d with b pe,
croam ostrich fam, battercap ribbons; Miss T, White,
evening dresh; Mra Parker, black ailk; Mm W,
Parker, eream silk; Mem Jagn, evening dress; Mrs
Tabutean. white silk droas; Misa Folton, fancy cos-
tume ; . \im Peacocke, evening dreas ; Misa Rhodes, aven-
ing dreas ; Misa Lotke, Peasant ; Miss Anderson, white net
evening dress ; Misn Faulkner, pink ; Miss M. Faulkner,
cream, Misn Titlin looked pretty, bot ber dress I have for-

otten ; Mra Tiftin, dark mlk ;  Mra Cornford, black eilk ;

ina Smith, pale blue ; Miis Chapman, evening drean; Mrs
Peddie, biack silk ; Mre Nichol, black =ik ; Miss Niehol,
Ivy; Miss Hall, French Peasant. Gentlemen: Ar Von
storiper, Mepbistopheles; Mr Jack Hughes, Clown; Mr
Gardiner, Maori girl (a spleadid get up) ; Mr Wi Donean,
Maori Coatume ; Mr Frank Kennedy, Lord Tolloler ; Mr
Von Haant, Baby (be was much admired); Mr Charlie
Hennedy, Court Dress i Mr L. Newtor, Windsor Uniform ;
Mr Frank White, Cricketer ; Mr Hughes, Soldier; Mr
Sydney Hoben, Barrister (splendid costume); Mr Tabuteaa,
evening dress ; Mr HemElon, eveping dress ; Mr G. Swan,
evening dress; Mr W. F.J. Anderson, Faust, Mr Kinog,
evening dress ; Mr Wilson, faney costome ; Mr Pyke, even-
ing dress; Mr Logan, evening dress; Mr A. Kennedy,
faney costume ; and Measrs Frank Williams, Trotter, Lang-
fard, Miller, Sheet, Fred Parker, W. Parker, Jack Parker,
W, Swan, Sidey, T. Sidey, Shaw, Stobbs, Sayers, Levi,
Peacocke, Ross, Macintosh, and many others were present,
but I cannot remember their costomes.

Hefore closing I may add there are several weddinfn on
hand. Miw Rose Williams is to be married to Mr Ellery,
and Miss Bena Bendall to MrJack King. Miss Bendall is to
‘be married in Wel!ingbon, and live there, but the young tady

nt her childhood’s days with us, and hes visited us so
often, and taken partin our amatenr operas, ete., so much
when visiting, that we really look on her as a Napier girl,
althongh her home for many years has been Wellington.
We wish her and her future hoaband all pood wishes, which
1 am aore all who have met Miss Bendall will say heartily,
*Yeq, 80 do I, for she i & moat amiable girl.” Mr Lockie,
of Sidey and Lockie, is t0 be married to a Wellington
youog lady shortly.

Mms Art{ur Gore has retarned, and islooking as charming

an ever,

I gquite forgot to mention that the energetic Dean of
“'n?n.pu and Mrs De Berth Hovell have for the last few
weeka being entertaining at afterncon tea on Saturday
afterncons the wuole of the seat-holders of St. John's
Cathedral, taking the folks #s their seats go in the Cathedral
in rotation, and most jolly they have been. Music, nice tea
and sream, cakes, and bread and butter. galore, white Me
Spackman and Mr Herbert Spacknian, the recent arrival
from Home, and who is & splendid viclinist, have delighted
the visitors with muasie, as also has Miss Hitehings.

Jack,

AUCKLAND
DgaR BEE, - AvaUsT 18.

Although, the weather, was boisterous, cold, and
extremely unpleasant, still it did nou deter a large nomber
of ladies from being present at Potter's Paddock to witness
the weekly football matches. The Parnell and city clobs
occupied the ground in front of the grand stand, and there-
fore their match excited the greatest amennt of interest.
The resnlt was an eaay win for Parnell, City not even get-
ting a chance to score. Miss Atkinson {Park Hoad) wore a
stylish dark tweed gowa, fur collsrette, and small hat with
crimson trimmings ; & young lady with her looked nice in a
dark gown, handsome plush jacket, and stylish felt bat ;
the young bride, Mrs Herbert Uounld, looked exceedingly
presty in a stylish brown tweed gown, hat to correspond,
and feather boa ; her siater, Miss Haliday, wore s neat and
atylish navy cloth eostume, fawn hat and faor pelerioe;
Mise Baird, atylish dark green costume, hat to mateh, and
=68l plush juﬁet-; Miss Kirkwood, pretty navy blae cloth
costume, the jacket trimmed with black astrachan, navy
felt hat with feathers ; Miss Hilda Ruck, stylish navy bloe
cloth gown, janaty little black straw hat, and fur pelerine ;
Miss Jervia a, panied her, wearing A b ing navy maod
erimson costume, and small hat to correspond ; Misa Wilson
grey tweed gown, seal plosh jacket, and brown Alpine hat
trimmed with ribbon ; Miss Mulgan, grey tweed gown with
large spota grey felt hat and fur collarests ; her sister wore
a green costume, grey felt hat, and grey tweoed jacket ; Mrs
Darvey, long brown tweed cloak, and brownbonnet; Misa De-
vore was eavelo in a long fur-lined cloak, her hat I think,
being black ; Miss Bertha Devore was in navy blue; Miss
Firth wore & stylish gown and jacket of navy blue cloth,
and tiny hat to match ; she was Accompanied by Miss C.
Luawford, also gowned in navy blue, the jacket opening
wver & full bodica of white material spotte\‘i with crimson,
small green bat ; Mra Jerris, black costume, hat to corres-
pond, and long ¥ boa; Misa Henderson, atylish plaid
tweed gowp, plash jacket, and brown felt hat ; Miss Pierce,
black mourning costume, hat to match ; Misa M. Slator,
brown tweed cloak, and pretty little hat ; Misses Brown,
grey tweed gowna plush jackets, and stylish black hats,

A private sobseription Cinderella dance was given in the
Forester's Hall, a committee of ladies assisting the gentle-
men in carryiog out the arrangements, the result being a
most successfnl and excecdingly enjoyable evening. The
Hoor was in excellent condition, while the dance music sup-
plied by Mr Adamaleft nothing to be desired. Blrs Schappe
wore & very handsome trained gown of rich creatm satin with
§nld trimminfa: Mrs Anthony, baudsome black evening

tens ; Misa Montgomery, pretty dress of crimson gauze
with gold tinsel stripe ronoiog through ; Miss Kuoight,
atylish gown of pale pink cashniere, with sigrettes of
feathers; Mies I. Eaton, pretty red tarlatan gown ; Miss J,
Eaton looked nics in Mue; Missa Warren waore a pretty
cream cashniers gown ; Miss Dickey, & deinty white cash-
mere evening dreas; Miss M, Dickey, pretty cream cash-
mern pown ; Mias 8. Dickey also wore a pretty eveoiog
dresa of gold satin trimmed with pale bloe Jace ; Mias Cosanr,
a very tasteful gown of cresm cashmere ; Misa P. Cossar

demi-train; Miss A. Seoti, pretty bloe cashmere gown re.
lieved with white ; Miss E. Davia, becoruing white evening
dress, pink silk sash and ribbons; Misa Edwards, wine-
coloured gown relieved with ¢eream. A nomber of other
protty gowpa were worn, but I have, snfortunately, for-
gotten the naes of the respective wearera

The Misses Billington entertsined & nomber of friends at
their residence, Hichmond, a l:ig'hly enjoyable evening being

nt in dancing, ete. A upecial biaa conveyed & number
of guesta from town, relurning after midnight.

A very enjoyable birthday party was given tpon the eame
evening at the residence of the Hon, W, Swanson, City
Road, & large number of goears heing gment. Dancing
was indulged in uwntil the early honrs of the morning, the
guesta dispersing after spending an exceedingly pleasant
evening.

A delightfolly enjoyable evening was recently spent in
the Northeote {hll by s party of Ponsonby Iadiea and
gentlemen, who were conveyed in a special steamer over to
the quiet little marine suburb  The party was chaperoned
by Mesdames (7. W, Owen, T. Owen, J. K. Hannoa, Brook-
ing, and Palmer. Awmobgst the unwmarried ladies were the
Missea Devore, Harley, Beale (2), Porter, Woodyear, Owen
{2, Ten—{_ (2), Palmer (2), Gill (2), Cobb, and several
others. The aupper was provided by the ladiea of the party,
each taking with ber s wall filled basket, It ie, indeed,
surprising what a delicious supper was produced from those
bazketa, the table jnst groaning under the weight of good
things. The gentlemen engaged the hall, the steamer, and
the musicians, the latter being the Italians who have Iately
charmed our citizens by playing in the streets. I need
uclrcelr tell you the dance music war simply delicions, for
not only do they keep perfect tinte, but they alsn play all
the lateat and prettiest airs. The harp is also sweet, and a
change from the pinno. The party reiturned to town shortly
after midaight, delighted with their evening’s pleasure, and
declaring the dance one of the most enjoyable of the sesson.
Evening dress was not wom, the ladies wisely wearin,
warm gowns, thus avoiding the chance of catching cof
going to and fro on the water.

I noticed Mre Whitney, jon., in town the other day wear-
ing a handeome dark green gown, stylish little black
mantle trimmed with astrachan, and black hat; Mrs J. L.
Wilson wore & terra-cotta gown beautifoily braided with
black, and very pretty little bonnet, plush mantle ; Mins
Berry looked pice in a crimson gown, bat to correspond,
seal plosh jacket.

The members of the Choral Society mre engaged at their
weekly practice in the rehearsal of the eantata, * The Cru-

ers,” for their next concert. Tle soloiata are Misa
Rimmnier, mezzo-sopranc ; Mr G. M. Heid, baritone; and
Mr C. Hudecn, basa. In consequence of the cantata Leing
short, the programme will in addition contain one ot two
inatrumental items,

It ie mmoured that an engagement has just taken place
between Miss Edith Harrison, second daughter of Mr E. M.
C. Harrison, and & gentleman well-koown in Remuera.

The past week has been very gquiet as regarda public
amusements. The Opera house is closed np, and there
have been no concerts of any importance.

I hope to tell you shortly of a dance given by the Mikado
Social Club in St. George’s Hall, which, I believe, ia to be
& guod one.

MURIEL
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Miss Kerr-Taylor, Alberton, gave a very enjoy-
able young people’s dance in the Mount Albert 1.
There were about sixty present. The hall was very prettily
decorated with preenery and flowers, many of the young
ladies kindly assisting her to rmake the dance a success by
Hlnying the dance music. The best played item was a barn-
oor polka by Miss Blauche Banks, who looked charming an
ever in white. A waltz by Miss Kempthorne, who was
frocked in a pretty grey dress, and also & waltz by Miss
Dixon, bher brother accompanying her on the violin (she
looked extremely pretty in a maize-colonred tulle), were ap-
preciated. Mr Haigh kindly assisted with a Highisnd
schottische. The most striking and stylish-looking freu in
the hall was worn by Miss Larkins—a pale blue trimmed
with gold braid. Mies Kadell looked aweetl prettP ina
charming white tulle dress. The ladies and gentlemen
were about equally divided, and everybody entered into the
dances with great zest, The affair broke up mboat hall-past
twelve, all heartily thanking their charmming listle hostess,
who waa dressed in white traiped silk trimmed with daisies
anil daiies in her hair—a dress which suited her admirably.
The Pakurangs hounds met, this time at Mr Hayr's farm,
Three Kiogs, where a luncheon was given. This was the
first hoat since the hounds’ retarn from Waikato, Abouta
hondred people were present. It was s very unpleasant
day, the wind being so dreadfully boisterous that it took &
delight in disturbing all hats however comfortably perched
n the head. Amongst thouse present I noticed Mrs
Bloomfield, Misses Percival, Liarrett, Duonnet, Masefield,
Evane, Shepberd, Yooge, Ball, Buckland, the Mesars
Buchanan, Percival, Garrett, Yoage, Stewart, Gilmore,
Bloomfield, Ware, Gorrie, Shera, Dunnet, and others I have
forgotten, I saw driviog Mr McLaughlio and his pister,
Mz Abbott and party, Mr O'Sallivan, Mesars Lockhart snd
Mowbray. Miss Dannet aud Miss Kerr-Taylor were to the
fore the whole time. It was really amuosing to watch them
both givinF each other leads over the fences and walls, A
drag was Jaid from Mr Hayr's to Three Kings. The first
who cama to grief was Mr Kettelwell, who took a somer-
spult extramely well. [ saw also Mr Garreit, who went s
somersault very neatly, but uohappily landed oo the side of
lis face. Mr Fred Shera, I Lelieve Lad o nasty fall, too ;
he was ridiog Mr Lockhart's horse. There were wmany
other falls.  Une mao Isaw tarn & corner rather too sharply,
and the ternlt was & capeize to horse and rider, Mr Hal-
atead fell, horase and ml], over a wall.
I must tell you next week about a fashionable wedding
which is to take place at 5t. Barnabas' Church.
HiNuMOoA.

FLAG DBRAND SAUCE —Try it, the beet in the market,
RavwarD Bros,. Christcharch. —{ApvT. )

The New High A:m Davis Vertical Feed is acknowledged
by experts to be the most perlect Sewlng Muchine Lhe world has
vel soen.—ADVT,

We have certainly enjoyed one of the best enn-
certs given for & very long time this week—that of the
tirchestral Society, heir new leader—Mr Conolly, the
former ecndnetor, having gona to Austialia—Mr Utto
Schwartz, was very warwly welronied un eptering fur the
firet time on his doties ; indeed, moet of the preat success
of the concert wan due to liis energy and untiring zeal in
the promotion of the gnod of this valuable society. Until a
town s without & bigh-class society of this kind, one ean
bardly appreciate the great and lastiog value of it. The

reat success of this last concert wan & well merited reward.

bere were no less than forty-three instrumentalists, some
of them being young ladies. ~ Amonget them 1 noticed Misa
Richardson, wearing black velvet, alightly trained, and
irimmed with ruiMes of white chiffun; Miss Hirchlerg,
black lace; Miss Henry, black satin; and Miss M. Ken-
nedy, also & black evening dress.  Mr W, Widdop sang
twice, choasing “To Anthesa,’ and *Kemembrapce." Mies
Mabel Hill, who was dressed in black lace, with
low ecorsage and short sleeves, and long tan gloves,
saDg two exquisite little gems of Greig's: and Facker's
‘ Listening." The pitce de resistanes was undonbtedly
Mozart's  * Jopiter,’ the overtures Leing *Fierabras’
{Schuabert), and * Anacreon ' {Cherubini), and bLesides tliese
they played some beautiful ballet music from * Le Cid * and
other operns,  In the large aodience I eaw Mrs Valentine,
Mrs Fisher, Mrs McClean, Miss McUlean, Mra Farfitt, Miss
L Cooper, Mra A. Beil, the Misses Carr, Mrs Ed. Richard-
son, Mra Rone Marten, Mra Brown (the Lady Mayoress), and
the Misses Knight, Dransfield, M. Reid, Tuci:e , Black,
Graham, and \\‘li;lford.bnt aa I peed a great deal of apace to
??cribe the fancy dress ball, I will not dwell longer on

is.

Mra T. C. Williams gave a very larse fancy dress ball,
there being fully two handred mdrxfty if not three hundred
guests present, many of them being visitors for the seasion,
and othera again coming down_ from tha country especially
forit. A great attraction during the evening was a minuet
danced by about a dozen |adies and gentlemen, all dressed
in goaint Wattean costumes. It took place mbout the
middle of the eveming, when the ballroomu was cleared
for the performers, and chairs and forms placed so that a
good many conld temain seated, the rest standing raund
the room. Of counrse, the best place to see from waa the
gallery overlocking the ballroom, which was crowded with
eager sightseers, and indeed it was truly an exceed-
ingly pretiy sight, and seemed to carry onme back into
another generation to eee the tall stately ladies with their
powdered hair, patches and rouge, and the couartly gentle-
men with their white wigs, koee-breeches, and geautiful
lace rotties.  All the gentlemnen were (dressed in the same
fashion, bat with different colours, ss were also the ladies,
everyone of them wearing the becoming Wattean train
coming froms the shonlders. Mis Arthur Russell wore a
magnificent gown, the train of pink eatin biocaded with &
Ea.]er shade, the petticoat being of white satin tichly eni-

roidered with pearls, the bodice and petticoat both being
trimmed with pink roeee, and pink plumes placed high on
the top of her powdered hair, kad wore beautiful jeweln ;
her eister, Miss Williams, locking particularly well with
her Wattean train of lovely pale Elue ponipadonr silk bro-
caded with tlowers, the front of white =ik bLandsomely
draped with exqjuisite lace sparkling with jewels, and
Miss E Williania wore also pale bloe with a prett{

pick Hower pattern over a petticoat of palest pin
trimmed round the hem with cream  lace and
jewels Miss Rhodes, o Christehureh, wns in pale

yellow brocade with quantities of lace ; Mrs (Dr.) Coliins,
in cream brocade with front of striped gauze; Mise
Hawkins and her sister both wenring mauve brocaded with
a darker coloar, with lace and ribbons : Miss Duncan, pale
blne fowered eilk over a pink frilled skirt ; Misa Buller, all
io cream, the traju canght with huge piok roses; Miss M,
Lirace, cream gatin, with train of bright green satin trimmed
with pearl embroidery ; and Miss Cooper, in & pink Howered
train over & plain pink petticoat. Amongss the gentlemen
dancers were Mr Walrond, in pale blve velvet with lace
rulles and and dinmonds, Mr A. Ceoper and Mr C. Pierce
being dressed very much alike in crimson relvet braided
with gold ; Mr Pridean Tancred, in fawn-celenred satin and
ailver lace, Mr H. Williams, Mr W. Williams, and Mr H.
Vogel being almost dressed alike in biack velvet, eilver
Luttoos, and lace rufles; Mr A Rhodes, in drab =atin and
Jace ruftles ; Mr L. Tripp, crimson satin breeches and stock-
inge, aud black satin coat, and long white satin waisteoat ;
Mr G, 8t Hill, erinison satin braided with gold, white and
gold waisteoat. T hardly know where to begin and where to
end telling you sbout the rest, but I will do my best. Mr
and Mrs Willisms received in the drawing room, the foriner
wealing his ordinary dress suit with large scarlet lapels,
and the latter dr as Mother Hubbard, in s scarlet satin
quilted petticoat, white fichu, and tall pointed black velvet
hat, with white frill round the face, and lace mittens, Misa
Eila Williants wore & pretty ahepherdeas dress, and large
hat with flowers and riﬂbuns, and her small sisters looked
very dainty in pretty Kate Greenaway dresses of white
muslin right down to the feet, and huge pink and blae
sashes high up on the waist, and mob caps : their wee
brother was a prince in crimson velvet tunic aod cream silk
tighte ; Mrs Izard wore & sort of Mother Hubbard dress with
A cap (splendidly earried out); Mis Fell, as an Apple
Wonoian, in & buge poke bonnet and basket, was good ; but

rliaps the most mnmusement was causeill by Gubo (Mr W,
Moorehonse) in a huge clerical hat with his face capitally
‘made ap ;' Mrs Moorehoure was Jueen of Hearts; Mr
Frank Allen was one nf the best, Leing half white and
half Mack, which had & very ludicrions effect, lis
wife being s pessant. Mry Rhodes wore & magnilicent
turgnoise Llue velvet pown of last century, the paniers
trimmed with cream lace, aod quaantities of diamonds,
Mrs (Judge) Richimond and Mra Ackland wearing Npanish
dresses. Lady Buller wore powdered hair and bisck velvet
train over a piok quilted matio petticnat, the time of Mary
Queen of Sents, lmiy Hall representing Mary Uueen of
Scots, Lady Hector being an old English lady with mob
cnp, and pink and blue gown; Mis 5till was Flharaoh's
Duoghter, in an Egyptinn dresa Lalf covering her face, the
Rev. Mr Still wenriog his U niveisity gown ; Mr H, D.
Bell made & capital haker, Mm Bell being nn old -fashionsd
1ady in lovely white brocade and fringe, and ‘mwulered hair 3
MrJ, Swainson was also a Laker, anil Mr Elkington nlso s

cook or baker. M C. Jzar] was Jied Hiding Hood, her
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hosband being an American Planter. Mre Russell was o
Spanish lady ; Mise Kosell was Priscilla, in maave, with a
spindle in {er band, Captain Hosell beiag in mniform ;
Miss St. Hill representing a DaHodil, in yellow draped
with art pieen, and carrying a h“ﬁ arvibcial Daffodil.
Mts J. G. Wilson wore powdersd bair, and black and
maave dress, Mrs (irace wearing her Contt dress of the
tresenl day, Misxs Grace haring her prty Ja dress.
Miss liichardson was a Dutch Peasant, Miss Lysaght and
Miss Neal both being Lirecian Ladies ; Miss Rath Atkinson,
a Primrote, & pretiy dress with & jovely artiicial primrose
on her head: Mrs H. Beetham, Poudre; Mr Beetham,
Conrtier; Mr G. Beethan, a Bishep; Mrs Beetham, an
Tealian Pes~ant; Miss Willia, Mm Bnrgnn and Ars Bormns
all represented Night, in black, with silver stars; Mrs D.
Riddifoni, Poodre ; and her hosband an American Lasso
Man; Mrs Adams, & French Waiting Maid, with large
black hat covered with white feathers, and her husband,
a very bandsonie dreas of erimson velver and steel, and
coloared silk sash; Misa Studbelne, Musie, & ereans dress
with bars of muzie, the notes in red ; Mra J. Mills, Lilac, &
handsonie manvish satin embroidered with lilae, and qnanti-
ties of lilac bloesorus, and powdered hair; her husband,
Negative, that is white dreas soit, blaek shirt, ete., Mr
Young cthoosing the same charscter; Dr. Jetfeont, thd
English ; Mr Hobison, Caralier drexx, large hat with feathers;
Mr McGowan, Early English ;: Mr Boddington, & Courtier:
MmJ. P. Maxwell, Pondre : Mr Maxwell, Lord Nelson ;
Mmrs H. Crawford, Marquise de Miramir; Mm W.
Percival, ¢ream lace Spanish dress: Mrs C. Pharazyn,
a last centory lady, in pink brocade with velvet shouller
cloak, and Iarge hat with feathers ; Mis Pharazyn, a Milk-
niald, ving & three-legged stool; Mr (. Fharazyn, a
Cavalier dreas of black velvet, large hat with feathers ; M=
Newman, 3 Spanish Peasant; Mrs Travers, Ulivia Prim-
rose, and her husband, a Counrtier; M Coleridge, black
velvet and Kicha, and mob eap; Mrs P, Hunter, a Nurse;
Mi-s Carr, 2 Red Cross Nnrse; and her sister, Uphelia;
Mrs Harding, a Magpie ; Miss Harding, a Chatelaine ; and
her sister, Lady Betty ; Miss [zard, & Wartean dress: and
her sister, Elsie, My E Tzard being a Chinaman ; Mr Wil
ford made a capital Pooh Bah; Mr B. Richmond was
Aladdin, of lamp fame, in a lovely pale green dress trimmed
with pear| enubroidery, and & pink ard green bigh-pointed
straw Lat : MrT. Richmond being well gor op as & Tork in
white fgured material with turban, and beads round the
neck ; Miss Reynolds, old English short pink dress and
powdered hair : Miss Dransfield, Joanof Are, in a handsome
dress almost covered with silver sequing, silver belmet with
white plames; Miss Halfield, Winter; Miss Hail, Eliza-
hethan dress ; Mr E. Hadfield, Olirer Cromwell ; Mr
H. Hadbeld, a barrister; Miss Holmes, Puudeé ; Miss
Giore, Liberty; and her sister, Lpion Jack : Mr H.
Gore, black velver tumic over tam tights; and bhis brother,
a Conrtier, in black and red satin, and lace rutfes: Mr
Jackson, a Nigger, with hoge collar and bar ; Mr L. Baoller,
a loreador ewtume: Misa Acland and Mrs Cooper were
dressed alike as %rodenis, Mise R. Acland being & Rose ;
Mrs R Hart, Helen McUregor, with tartan sash ; Miss L.
Williams, Tambenrine Girl: Miss Benvett, Frencb Drum-
mer ; Miss Johnzon, a beautiful old-gold and brown brocade ;
Miss H. Moorhouse, Little Miss Muatlit, carrying a huge
spider ; Miss Barron, Satanella; and ber sister, Marizana ;
Mr W, Barton, & Turk, a2 was alse Mr H. Gully; MrG.
Hethane, a Deuid ; Miss Rolleston, a kind of Shepherdess,
with large bhat with flowers; Mc Avis, Scoteh dress; Mr
(iatdper, a very Turkizh dress, with poioted shoes;
Miss Hector, Minstrel Girl ; and ber brother, a Hed Indian ;
Mr Hate and Mr¢s. Kemp were sailors: Mr W. Tammhull, a
white smit; Mrs Partitt, Poadie: Mr Parlitt, a French
Court dress; Mise Darley, an Egyptian dress of scarler
and white; Miss Melean, a boating suit of blue and
white stripes, with silver oars in her hair; Miss
Roisht, Elsie; and among the gentlemen in uniformi were
Mr Werry, Captain Daoncas, Mr Anson, Dr. Collios, Dr.
Martin, Colune{} Pearce, Mr W. Wardell, Mr McCrae, Mr
J. Leckie; Mrs Werry, Poudre, in red satin and white
ficha ; Mrs A. Bell, Poudre ; Mrs Riddiford, Mras Beetham,
Mrs Hawkins, Poadre; 3Mr T. Cooper, a Yokel; Mr A,
Cooper amd Mr Biss, boating suits ; Miss Medley, Normandy
Pea~ant ; and her brother, Admiral, with powdered hair
and three-cornered hat ; Miss Menzies looked like one of Bir
Joshna Reynolds’ pictores in black velver with carls all
over her head, her younger sister being a French Peasant
Miss M. Rhodez, Poudrs, in white, with bright scarlet
ribhuns ; Miss | Percy) Smith, Italian Peasant ; Miss Wel-
ford, old English dress ; Mr C. Johnston, a bandsome Lord
Nelson dress, his son wesriog very much the same kicd of
dresa ; Mr C, Cooper, a Sailor ; Mr 5. Ludbrook, a Mexican ;
Mr= Fulton, a beaotiful Hossian dress, and her husband
was in ooiform; Mr E. Brown, an Italian dress; Mr
Liackett, Student; Mrs Hawkins, Poudre, in lavender
«alin and pear] embroidery ; and ber hosband, & Cenrtier,
in red eatin and gold lace; Mr G, Kuight, Bunthorne;
Dw. Fell, Mr C. Pharazyn, Mr J. G Wilson, and
rwany others, but it is quite impossible to remember
everyone. The hoose was most beantifolly  decor-
ated, the baliroom decorativas beiny chietly carried ont
io Haygs draped with greevery, but the billiard roon: was s
work of art, the table being a delightful profosion of
drapery, greepery, and Howers entirely lit with pink,

ellow, and blue fairy lamps, and & few Chinese lanterns.

he supper decorations were carried out with pink azaleas
and hanygiog fairy lamps, and the drawing-roon: was bright
with Howers, ferns, and toi-wi.  The Euﬁ and Uounntess of
Onslow came aboat eleven o'clock, and stayed to see the
minuet, the tiny Kate Greenaway children presenting her
lady-hip with an exquisite bouquet of violets and snow-
drops.  The Countess wore plain white satin with n long
train, profusely trimmed with lace and diasmoonds. The
winust was perfornied twice during the eveniog, and the
ball was not over until bhali-past two, so you can imagine
how tired we felt the following day. As you will see by
my description, more than hali wore the same dresses as
before, mad this was at Mm Willians' special reuest, for
some of thed were »o hand it d a pity that
they should only be warn once.

[¥d you hear about the gentlemen after the last fancy
dress ball? enfre nous they were nll in & state of intense ex-
citement awaiting the arrival of the ¢igAPHIC, nod then
there was s rush for copies. 'We foupd them oat beauti-
fully, fur they conld pot help -hoti:f that shey were as
Heaced a2 Papeh at being mentioned. [ really thiok |
must mend my ways and mention some of the gentlemen at
the urdinary balls. I Jdo noteee why I should mot, ms [
have had proof pusitive that they like being taken notice of.

in wpite of the indifferent way in which ¢ ick mp the
GERAPAIC and tura their eyes first of all to .:’1.5:. Ietpm

Next week yoa will again be innndated with newas for
shall hare the Star Boating ball to deseribe, and also Lady
Unslow's aiterncon reception st Government Hoose. Later
we are to have Mm Robt Pharszyn's large ball, and
sotne private theatricals gives by Dr. and M Grace in she

Theatre Hoyal
Rrer.
DUNEDIN.
-
Desr BEE, ArCcTsT 1L

1 told yon ir my last of Mise Gibeon's engage-
ment to Mr Baring. 3Mrs Gibeon gave s dance to emphasize
the joyful oceasion. Unite & oomber of married people
were asked, 20 that not all the young folks eonld becm-xred
into the rooms. It wasa most snccesaful affair, and dancing
was indalged in till two o'clock, with a respite for a delicious
supper. Al the mmns‘rtuented & most charming appear-
ance, being beautifully decorated with Hlowers. The hostesa
was attired in & rich black gown, and Mira Gibzon looked
charming in white, which always snita her. Among many
pretty dresces Mrs Hagpill wore a pear] grey brothe;
Mm 'E. C. Regnolds, & lovely gown of green silk;
M= Heoaki ooked charming in white silk, and
Mise Ethel Maelaren, who made her débnt, wore a
lovely woft-looking froek of white silk and tolle, and
excited a good deal of admiration ; Mrs Bawchelor wore &
rieh pink silk broché: Mrs Rohert Tumball, yellow
watered rilk and tolle ; Miss Stanford pale bloe ; Miss Rows
black ; Miss Nerill, & pretty white ; Miss Buotterworth
looked well in pate pink silk ; Miss Williams, a handsome
terrma-cotta silk ; nmr Miss Mary Williams, green izsherman's
net over white sile. Otbers among the gnests were Mr
and Mre Mitchie, Mesdames C. Tomball, Gallaway,
Pym, Melland, Dennistor, Ogston, Colgnhon, Daries,
AMackenzie, and the Misses Williame (2), Spence (2), Tni
Stephenson, Cutten, Reynolds, Falton, Rattray, Webster
(2), Sievwright, MecLaren (2), Roberts {2), Butterworth,
Hunter and )h.ca!e{. Miss Tui Stephenson looked ve:
pretty in black lace : Mrs Ogston, blne moire, trimmed wit
white lace ; Miss Cutten, white satin and fisherman’s net ;
Miss Falton biack; Mrs Gallaway, pale terra-cotta tulle re-
lieved with tlowers: Miss Sievwright, white silk trimmed
:;iﬁh gold embroidery ; Miss Spencer, white satin and

e.

The Ladies” Savage Club met a= usual. The first namber
of their journal appeared, of which there was only one copy.
1 have not ween it, so cannot tell youa of its contents, but [
rarher faney these ladies will get tired of the journalistie
attempts ; perhaps, though, as it is only an amnsement, it
will earry with it its vigorating intlnence, like other amuse.
ments do that need exertion. The gentlemien and original
Savapes hasve got & big ladies’ evening on the way. They
are always delightfol, and I think a supper a week or so
later iz to close the season. Buot to retnrn to the Ladies’ Club.
Mrs Robert and Mrs Charlie Turnbull were present, al=o
Mesdames Bovd, Davis, Kose, A. Bathrate, Pym, Hosking,
Lindo Fergusou, Stilling, Melland, Bridges, Driver, also
the Misses Diriver, Mrs and the Misses Sise, Mrs Sinclair
Thomson, Mr2 and the Misses Spence, Mrs Eardley Rey-
nolds, Mrs L. Denniston, Miss Roberts, and Miss Reyuolds,
Awmong those who contributed to the enjoyment of 1he even-
ing were Miss Cargill, who gzave & ing from Dickens,
and Mr: Ruse, who sang with her well-known sweetness
Mrs Fergnson and Mrz Monkman sang a pretty duer, Mise
Rattray gave a rending, and JMis Sievaright al«wo sang.
Mrs Hosking occapied the chair upon this occasion, and a
most enjoyable evening was spent.

Now that the violets are coming in again, ladies who are
anxious to have preity complexions ean atilise them after
they have done service on their gowns, by ponring boiling
milk over them and bathing their faces and neck in this pre-
parativo for a quarter of an hour each dn{. as hot as they
can bear it. A littde violet powder will take off rhe shine
that the milk is sure to leave

The Jurvenile Opera Compavy #till continues to charm,
Every night there is a good aadjence, while the Satnrday
afterncon matinves are crowded with delighted children,
who perhaps never staw an opera before.

A prand concert given by Mr A. J. Barth drew a large
audience to the Garrizon Hall The soloists were Mrs
Mnrphy and Miss J. Joel, Mesars Blenkinsopp, J. Low, I,
L. Jones. A, Adamson, J. Jage, W. Manson, W. Ibbotson,
and W, Densem. Uf these 1 enjoyved 3r Manszon's song,
*Will 0" the Wisp,’' and Mr Blenkinzopp's reodering of the
beautiful and ditticnlt music that fell to bim in *The
Desert.’ This weird and lovely piece, which [ told you of
onee before, oceupied the latter half of the programme, a
second hearing making oone more in love with it than
before. The Liedertafel are to he complimented. Herr
Winckelmann and Siguor Squarise contributed some of
their exquisite pieces, Herr Winckeimann uopon the
'celle, Signor Squarise npon the violin, Miss Busk
also ?erformed a lovely violin solo.  Mise Biauche Joel,
who looked very sweet in pale bloe, both sang and per-
formed in the orchestra.  Mr Timson sccompanied doring
the performanee nf ‘Tbe Desert,’ his escellency in this
eapacity being well known. Mr Densern gave a grand
rendering of * Honour wnd Arins' (Samson).  Mrs Muarphy's
name was down for 'Ia the Chimney Corner,” bat was
obliged to abandoa it s she was suffering with an extremely
bad eold. She is always a favourite, and while sympathis-
ing with her, the audience were miso disappointed. She
wore & very pretty gown of cream silk, her bair dressed in
Grecian bands.  Miss Busk played s violia eolo, and Mr
Barth a piancforte solo, ' L Fantasia * og Mendelssohn's
music to * The Midenmwer Night's Dream,’

Dr. and Mms Colgehen most kindly entertained the
Jovenile Uperatic Company to a picnie. © They were taken
ont in drags, etc., to Tomahawk, where they speat & de-
lightfal tinie ronning races, etc., their host mod hostess
learing nothing undone to make the day a plessant 1ecol-
lection of their visit to Dunedio, and oue caonot help wish-
iog that they may meet with many similar pleasnres on
their trip porth. When they retoroed to tuwn they were
entertained to tea at Misa Mackenzie's tes room, Mm Col-
qubon waiting most kindly upen them. Mr Tom Pullard
has added another to bis many succerses in tbe production
of this juvenile Company.

Matpe

LATE AUCKLAND REWS.

Madame Bernhardt spent a few bours in Anckland on ber
way from Sydoey to "Frisen. She had a fearfully bad pas-
sdge, the Maripoaa being two days longer than usual over
she trip, owing to the gale. Alas! the poor aciress was
vory bad with mal-de-mer ;-indeed, few of the passengers
estaped. Madanwe Sars drove at once to the Albert Hotel,
and enjoyed & bath and breakfist, but she absolutely
detlm«i all visitors, saying ahe was trop fatiguée. She
bought & tumber of Maon enrzios, walking down Queen-stneet
attended io & sors of procession by many of her company,
also her lovely hoge dog. Madame went out foradnvein
the afternoon to enjoy the nnarivalled riew from Mount
Eden. Auckland is a singnlarly unenthusiastie eity, and
the great actresn was left very mach to herself all day. She
has sach & wonderful face, and ing Freoch manpers.
Howr we hoped she wonld bave acted here !  Bot the steamer

earried her off in the evening. -

SYDNEY COSSIP.

[ —

DEanx BEE, ArctsT 10,
The shope jnst now poesess guite a eharming a
pearance, especially noticeable after tl:;1 dull sale wi nr;
of the last month o;‘tm b.'\;;' that the new spring goods
are on view everything in bright and pretty—exeepting the
weather. Dai:gﬁgnid delai innql bad an" : y
form the chief light drese material, while for hearier wear
there are soft hairy tweeds with large patterns in varions
1 and sh pots, eone shap and others mneh
resembling the old-fashioned Paieley pattern.  The prettiest
t-l'e&eds .I;E Ica]led Ep:nm. Eicker, Camnel, and Cotéle. Iam
10ld at the leading shops that spotted fabrics and very lirtle
eloe are to be worn, }:om the neat French enmbrin;ytn the
moat expensive eostumea  Millinery seems to have reached
perfection, naall the necesearies for that art—snrely it can be
called nothing elee —appeartohelovelier each year, especially
as regards artificial Howers. They are so patural shat in some-
cases it is really hard to tell them from natnre. This
spring field flowers are to the fore, blue corntlowers and
bottercups being the favourites. The hats are decidedly
airy, and quite large again, I am bappy io say. One [saw
to-day A large brim, and small cone-shaped erown, the-
whale being compoeed of sprays of lilics of-the-valley ; an
edging of palesy green chiffon, and velset bows of darker
green at the back, gave an effective finish.  One thing our
mothers, I'm sare, will be delighted at is the return of the
good old-fashioned flower-brocaded ribbon, which they so
mwuch_ ndlgnn?d, and which is well adapted for and most
effective in both hats and dreesy cape. For wear just now
the Bond-street hat {=o svitable with a tajlor-made costume)
is ultra- fashionable. The trimming is simple, generlly &
broad band of velvet, with bow and quill feather at the
side, Gloves and stockings are always expensive items in
s lady’s wardrobe, and I am afraid are gning to be still more
s0. The enrrect thing is now to wear silk stockings with
open-worked fronts to match each costeme In ploves,
gauntlets, which had a run some seasons agn, are again in

“*Xfaa

ame Bernbardt is to leave us by the Maripoea to-
morrow. Her season cloced on Satnrday night with a scene
oot easily forgotten. On the fall of the cortain at the
pathetic conclosion of ‘La Dame aux Camélias,’ the ap-
planze which rained on the artiste was continued long after
she had bowed her acknowledgements, The andience were
asked to Lkeep their seats, and & few seconds later the enrtain
was raised, showing the stage ocenpied by Madame Bern

hardt, satrounded by tbe membera of ber company, and
map¥ well-known Australian actors and nctresses.  After
immense theering, the waviog of the French tag, and
numerons Horal tributes being banded to the great actress,
the cortain was again loweredg.

At a ball given a1t Pott's Point lately, there was some-
thirg qoite new to be =een in the way of table decorations.
The long supper-table, instead of baving the eustomary
white damask tablecloth, was eovered with erimson cloth,
the Howers msed (of which there waz a perfect show) being
buttercupe, daffodile, and beaatifal variegated leaves. Tha
candelabrs and other accessories were perfect, the whaole
making, indeed, & handsome sight.

New Zealanders can compliment themselves an their being
abead of Sydneyiereople in some thing:—Sydney people,
who Hatter themselves that they are o quick at picking up
anything new, The barn danee, which you have enjoyed
for the last two seasons, is only jost being heard of here,
and is, as elsewhere, quickly beconing greatly favonred
among enthosiastic dancers.

A well-known Sydney lady has evidently fongd, as many
others have, a ditticulty in sniting hereelf in the way of ser-
vants. From thie has sprung a pew idea, and the question,
. Why have halfeducated, and sometimes in & big place
like this, objectionable servasts sbont one's bowe? Why
not enploy ladiea? It certainly does not sound practicable,
but Mrs Darley is determined 10 try her * scheme,’ aud if it
is to be 8 success, she is the ope to make it so. The three
ladies she has st present are_well cousidered, and of sonrse,
they do pot do the rough work. They have a private sitting
room of their own, and onece or twice & week are invited to
spend the evening with their mistress and her friends. It

sonnds very nice, but do you think it can last ?
AEROHL

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

DoLLy.—-Thank yow. Address * Lady Editor, NEW ZEA-
LAND GRAPHIC Office, Auckiand.” Leave all MSS, open
a? the end, and the pustage ia omly ome pesny per lirg
ounces. Wil other Lind correspondents bear this in niind »
L aholl be glad to Acar from Invercargiil.  Are there na
sociedy ladies there (—BEE.

A MEAX JOKE—* They say Chollie’s injuries were the
result of a practical joke.” *Yes The boys told him that
s big, borly fellow io the bar-toom was deaf and domb, and
Chollie walked over to hiny, and with a sweet swile told
bim be was u blavk fool.” "Well ' * The man wasu't
deal sod domb,’ .

*ORB' CORRUGATED IRON ia the bmat iron manu-
fnctured it has oo eqral.—ADYT.
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MERRY-MAKES FOR THE WINTER SEASON .

A SERIES OF PRACTICAL PAPERS WITH SOME NEW
IDEAS,

No0. YL—"GEXgRAL Post’ DINNERS.

B O P, fish, flesh, fowl, ue, ete., ete. ! How
leng, how interminabie seems the menun at
moat big dinters, when we find onrselves
wedged between some wit who won't say an
amnsing thing and some idiot who ean's ; or,
- worse stil}, with old Mambleernst on the right
' falling to' with the methodical precision of a
scientist, and young Ladydab of the —th
Hussars on the {el’t, whose motto throagh life
appears to be ‘The —th don't talk ©* How bored

weare !

When the order of preeedence i rigidly adhered to, few
people ¢can be happy.  Many & yonng wife hn.mr'l{ regrets
the superiority of rank which entitles her to Lord Methn-
selab as o partoer, and would willingly resign her rights in
favour of bewigged Madame Nouveau Riche, to whose ears
she witty sallies of Major Tallyho are as meaningless as
guotations from Horace or Virgil.

FEven when a conple is ontwardly well matched, few there
are who do not agree that conversation for two whole hours
at & stretch with a mere acquaintance is a trying ordeal to
those not well endowed with the * gift of the gab.” The only
way to avoid this monotouy of compasionship is to imitate
the example of our refreshing cousius over the pond (who
never allow anything to becowe stale, fiat, or anprefitable,
but und i the exact t when and how to * froth it
np’), and insist on having General Post dinners.  Ata given
sigual from the bostess, every gemtleman zhould rise, and
each with one consent proceed to take the vacant place of
his thoice, till all are seated.

The role of Srst come lirst served must be politely ad-
hered to, and, shonld the slighiest misunderstanding arise,
the ladiea on either side of the contested seat might act a=

pires, whoee decision sho conxidered Bonal © Though
one, or at most Lwo, pleasant téfe-a-idies may be broken up
by this armn t, the majority of diners will bhe agree-
ably relieved by the change of posivion. To prevent dis-
order of glasses and plates, the cue for a general move should
be given at the conclusion of a course, after the joint
or entrée, according to the faocy of the hostess, who will
toach a little bell, whenever she considers the moment ad-
vantageous. This very action requires moat excellent
generalship on the part of the lady of the house, who, if she
tinds things going swimmingly, will abetain from disturb-
iog the serenity of the scene, only tonching the bell to avert
some of those awkward pauses, which, Alas ! will take place
even at the best regnlated feasts.

The General Post dinner, to be a jolfy one, must be a
large one, and served at different tables, each with covers
laid for about four eonples. The exchange of position and
partner for the jast hou: of dioner will enliven the Haggin,
conversationalista considerably. To avoid all setness an
formality, the hostess should not couple her friends even on
entering the dining-room, but allow the ladies or the gentle-
m;: to draw the names of their companions haphazard from
a hat.

At dances, too, the increasing formality ia daniping.
Festive persons, who neither wish to bill and coo the whole
evening, or valse their feet off, lean much to the *all age’
dance, which in one or two households hes been tried with
much succesa.  Where the parents are not old enough to be
shelved, and the children are not gprown encugh to be *ont,’
an unbroken programme of trois femps i pnﬁl'u:g ; besides
1his, youngeters beiween the ages of fourteen mod twenty
are uot very proficient in the valse, and rejoice in more
active amusement.

We all know with what joy *Bir Roger de Coverley ' is
hailed st & conntry ball, and bow good-tempered and frisky
become the old noder the influence of the young, and rice

trrai, We have all experietced the pleasant novelty of the
cotilloa s» n pupper dasuce, and delightiul sense of
freed ed by the i duction of f in which pro-

femsional proficieney is nok required. Wby, then, do we
Dot endeavonr o revise our prograanmes * If we oust bava
quadrilles, let thers be but two sets, for the formal and
stately ; then a raise or two, se wsunal, to be followed by
lancers.  Polks luncers de choixr ; they are moch brisker
than the stopid old sqaare figures, where people stand »till
and shiver tilrmnled rom apatby by beciks, nods, and cries
from digcomtited vis-d ris!

Aftet this, wort valses, to mis the Airtatioun, the vapid,
ot the bored, and then the Tempdte. Very few of us seem

to apprecisie the full yalue of the Tewprte.
Lnow it, yes it is ensy mo:gh.

The tonples are armanged in rows, gentleman and lady,
gentleman and lady. The same in rows facing one another
up to the top of the room.  The more rows the better : bot
Iadies muw be oppoeite ladies. and gentlemen opposite
gentlenten.  All join bands w length of each row, advance
and retire twice ax in the lancera Then lady of Hrst row
gives her right band to gentleman of second row, who i op-
posite Acr partner, aod gentleman of first row prives his right
hand to lady of second row, oppoeite Aix partner. They
describe cirele, then change right hands to left, and describe
circle back in. Then they join handa in a long row
again. advancing and retiring twice, as before.  Fach couple
now procees! to take the hands of the opposite conple of row
No. 2, and dance ronnd as in * Here we go round the mul-
berry bosh.” once, and then gyrate the reverse way to their

laces.  Adfter this they advance and retire as before. That

lone, the first row, taki hande, dance sideway: to the
rlxglu side of the room, while row two does likewise to left
of the room, then twice vice veria, and back to their places.
They then advance and retire once, the second time each
conple slips under the raised handa of their cis< vis counple,
the result being that the first row finds itselt opposite to the
fourth row, which has been dancing in the saiue manner The
dance figuresthen berin again the same, till all the rows have
to opposite sides of the room. If a row, on alipping
nnder, finds no corresponding one to dance with, they must
face abont and wait their toru, but it is best to arrange the
rowa in eouples, as then all get equal dancing. Easy music
is to be found in the Cavendich muosic books.

Later ¢an come the cotillon, to which, by-the-hye, & very
amnsing new figare can be added. A lady blindfolded is
handed a laurel wreath and a donce’s eap. "Two gentlemen
then kmeel ; on the head of one she plares the wreath, on
that of the other, the eap. On opening her eyes she is, of
conrse, borne off by the snitor she has crowned with lanrels,
ltilng\_the dunee g:n-_-conm_. late, R 4 mak

e Norwegian ce ia very amusing, and makes a good
;hi{:;{ scene to the evening, ilysir Rogger is preferred as a
ke,

By means of these dances, pretty girls whoee epirits are
more elastic than their steps, matrons Eamiug their premiere
Jeunesse, youths whom hard exams have made into ‘all
work aod no play boys,” will be enabled to take pleasure in
a testive evening which will be none the less interesting to
the professional dancers, who will, at the same time, have
additional opportanities for *sitting out.’

Those on the matrimonial narket intent may find no fun
in nseless parny giving and pleasore-seeking ; the busipess
of the buman Stock Exehange is too engrossing for auch
idle specalations ; Lat to others who walk wide of the risky
mart —where millions eome to rouin, few to fortnne—these
little glints of merriment may come and be welcomed to
gild the pill of existence and clear the cobwebs uf ennvy,
egotism, and acerbity from our over-taxed biaina —Grntle
iraman.

Many do not

CULLED CLIPPINGS.

A REPORT.
I7 is reported that Princess Alice of Hesse, who is pow in
England with her father, the Grand Dake, is likely to be
engaged to her consin, the Duke of Clarence and Avondale.
Princess Alice was born in June, 1872

ExsN.

The feminive texmination has fallen into disuse of recent
years, so that poetesces and aothoresses aie now seldom
entioned ; but a paper calls attention to some DEw 53,

A reportress on a St. Paul paper speaks of n lady *who is
weil-known as a rteal estate speculatress” A Pittsburg
paper afludes to * the presidentress of the board of managers
of the worid's fair ;' and an Indianapolis paper chronicles
the elopement of a © dime mozeum freakess.”

If thia matter is to go o, it is time the school teacheresses
were beard from.

THE MARCHIONESS OF WATERFORD.

The Qaeen rent & wreath of immortetles to be ptacew on
the grase of Lonisa, the once loveiy Marchioness of Water-
ford, who died sume weeks age. This lady was one of the
greatest beaatiea of her day.

It is related how the Court painter, Mr Hayter, was struek
with Lier beauty, when ber mother Lady Stewart de Hothe-
say took ber daughter to him about the tile she was pre-
sented. He nsed to tell how he was * dazzled by the vision
of loveliness” with her golden hair rippling dcwn to her
feet. Some yesars alter, in & dangerous fever, that lovely
hair had to be sacriliced ; but the husband, the handeome
Marquis of Waterford would allow no hand bat bkis owa to
do the deed, and the story goes that the lovely tresses were
buried with him, twined round bis neck.

WOMEN ARE HANDICAPFPLD.

The Gentlrwoman says:—" How oddly we women are
bandicapped in any Gght with Lhe world agaivst the sterver
sex. Mark Twain is now & millionaire. Yet the story is
told of him that he was once seen with & cigar box woder
his arm, and was stked why. 1 am tmoving,” said he,
" and earryiog with we all my worldly goods.” These con-
sisted of an old pipe, a paper collar, sod & necktie. Then
we hear bow of old the gieat general started for Indin with

;I.:-l Yeft for the So-f)a: with only & enmb. Very interest-
K my good meen. id you motice, thongh, the other da
that & certain female povelist was attacked beeanse che -{;
vot well provided for! Suppose, now, a female jou:nalist
wers asked 1o start at oace foe India to make an inguiry
into the Zenana system, what wonld be said of bﬂi}llle
boasted, ** | started with only the elothen [ had on, a small
pockes handkerchiet, and a broken punce-mez?” 1t would
not in any way redoand to her credit,. Thers s nuthing ie.
teresting in & woman's poverty and little shifta  Uh, you
men, you nren ! Fow can actually make capital out of the
very sagaries which to ua would be juin.’

A JAPANESE LOVE-LETTER.

*Pardon this exceeding great familiarity, but oh ! I do
love thee truly. 1t was too hice of thee, darling, to come to
sce me; and I thank thee, oh ! 50 much, for the pleasnie
shy virit afforded me. Thon didst then promise me Lhon
wounld come again ; and 1 am connting the weary days on
my fingers—wairing. Uh! 1ake pity on me, and eome;
my brain reels in & delirium of delight when I think of thee ;
coine scon, lore, for [ await thee. 1 wonld I could unfold
to thy gaae all the wealth of passion in my love laden-hearr,
whien beats for thee, and thee alone ; bot alas ! wonls are
wealk, |l cannot. Uh ! cowme to me:

* =1 pine for thee!
1 pine forthec!
As pines the plover
By the vea
Where'er he be,
Ah! bapless plover!
Hapless me!

Figuere,

GLADSTUNE ON THE WoOMAXN QUESTION,

Lady Florence Dixie, whose views on the woman guestion
are so well kpown, has been sonnding the G.O.M. oo the
subjeet, That gentleman has, however, lived long enongh
to hase learnt the folly of committing himself, least of all
10 & Wotian.

Ihe following is his somewhat ambignons reply :—

Dran Lapy FLOoReXCE --The gue=tion, not so mach of rhe
suffm asz of an abolition of all distinction as to pojitical and
civil duties, is a very one.  You may rest assured of onc
thing. (1) If [ ever aitempt to discuss it | shall make the attempt
ina serious and consziderate spirit. (2 As il ha)y s [ do oot
share the belief that the change would be favourable to the Tory
partr. but rather lean to the opposite opinion.  Rumours about
me are very often fiction. and oftener still utterly misleading. —
W. E Grateruse

. To this Lady Florence has responded expressing her con-
viction that after the reverse to Mr Woodall’s Bill the other
day, women will learn *that they have no one to depend
upon for freedom bat their own strong right arm.”

Believe me. etc..

CLIMATE OF THE BRITISH EMPIKE.

The British Empire eovers »o large & proportion of the
surface of the globe that its reports npon climate may be
taken as a report from the whole world. The recently pab-
lished table of returpra for the year 1889 shows interesting re-
sults, One of the most important facts bronght to Iig§t is
this, that the same stations year afier year monopolize the
extremes of heat and eold, of dryness and of bumidity. No
other inference can be drawn from this fact than that climate
is far myore regular and anvaryiog than we are apt to suf.

The bighest temperatare in the shade, noted by the
British ohservers, was st Adelaside. The point reached
was one hondred and nine degrees, and this was on Januvary
13th. The resder wili bear in mind that Adelaide is
situated in the southern hemisphbere, and that it is mid-
sumumer there when it is midwinter in Eogland.

For the last five years Adelaide bas recorded the highest
temperature in the shade, The record for 1886 showsa
temperatare of one hundred sod twelve and foor-tenths de-
grees. Last year it had the highest temperature of any
place in the sun—one hundred and seventy and seven-tenths
degrees. It was also the driest suation, having s mean Iin-
midity of sixty-three percent.

Toe lowest shade temperature in the Empire was re-
corded at Winaipeg, on February Twenty-third, forty-two
and six-teoths degrees below rero. Thia station had also
the greatest range im the year, the greatest mean Jail
range, the lowest mean temperature, and the least minful{
foorteen and pinety-lise-hoodredihs inches.  Jt does not
appear as though the precipitation in the form of soow
could have been 1eckoned in with the reparted mainfall.

The highest mean temperatmie for the year 1889 was re-
ported from Bombay, and the greatest tainfall was observed
at Trinidad. It ic corions to find that Londop was the
clondiest of all the stations in the Empire, and that it was
also the dampest, itsa huroidity averaging eighty one per
cent. The brightest of ali erations was Malia. "This liad
only a little more than bulf the ¢loud of London.

SAY WELL AND DO WELL!

A sHURT time before Dean Stanley’s death he closed ap
eloguent sermon with & quaint verse, which greatly im-
pressed his congrepation.  OUn being asked about it after-
ward, be said it was doabtful whether the lines were written
by ooe of the eatliest Deans of VWestminster, or by one of
the early Scoich Reformers,

The IYean had conie urou it hy accident, and feeling that
it expressed with singnlar felicity the troe Christian pro.
portion between dectrine and eharacter, between gnod
woide and good works, he need it to point and adoro his
sermon. Headers of THE GRAVHIC may be glad to add i
to their collections of good words ©

“Ray well in good, but do well i- better.

Do well secmx spirit. sy well the Jetter.

say well is godly. and beipeth to please @

But do well lives gy, and gives the world eawe,
Say well {o silence sonwtime~ is bounil,

Rut do well i free an cvery ground.

Say well has frienis some here. some there.

But do well is welcome everywhere.

Iy say mell 10 many God ~ Wond cleaves,

Hut ror luck of din well it often lvaves

It say mell and do well were bizund in sne franie,
‘Then all were done, all were won, and golten wen: gnin.”

A PerrEcT FOoOD.— Anlsebrook's Digestive Biscuita s
remedr lfor indigestion. —A DY T}

only  cake of soap, and of how a modera special cor
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LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.

VERY STYLISH TAILOR-MADE COWNS AND COATS.

(3EE FASHION-PLATE, PAGE 329.)

ASHION iv nlarly supposed to be fickle, but in one
respect, at mpuventi. or Iate years uha has proved her-
»el! undoubtedly faithfol. The fashion for tailor-made
garmenta corlainly showa no sign of wavering, but, on tha
contrary, it increases in favour day by day. In proportion,
howeaver, as gowns and coats of thia kind ave more and nwore
in demand, there comes the necessity for their completeness
in all those littls details which go 1o make a perfect whole.
Realining how wide an interest ia felt in the early novelties
always brought out at this time of the year, 1 feel snre that
my readers will be delighted to see the sketches on page
329, and which represent the most clic notions possible for
the present season of late winter and early spring to be sern
just now.

No. 1 is an entirely novel coatnme, made in one of thore
rough homespuns or ‘scouring cloths, which promise to be
#0 much worn this year. The deaign is a large check with
faint linea of blne npun a fawn-coloured foundation. The
skirt im ent with severe simplicity, while the bodice is made
in a three-quarter cuat shape, and turned back to show
smart little vest in a contrasting eolour.

No. 2 is & most graceful long mantle of grey-green cloth,
lined thronghont with salmon-pink silk, and bordered with
& very effective but quite narrow edfinf of wolverine. The
only other croamentation consiata of & Jovely appliqué with
Louis Heize troe-lovers’ knote in velvet of a darker shade,
surrounded by a beautifol design of braidiog and em-
broidery.

No. 3 is & becoming coat, ent in the three-quarter length
#0 much io faroor at the present moment. It is & most
elegant shape, and one that suite almost any kind of figare.
The material employerl is a golden brown cloth, most artis-
tically braided, in the manner showyn in_the sketch, in an
<eflective combination of brown and gold. The long tabs
mtet be noted na being particularly amart. :

No. 4 is & charming gown, cut with an artistic perfection
in every line which must eeen in order to be fally ur-
preciated. It is made in Venetiau-red cloth, in a lovely
new shade, somewhere between rmby and copper. Round
vhe hem of the ekirt there in a narrow bordering of black
astrachan, and above that a design of black braiding simpl
bot effectively arranged. The bodice is trimmed wit
astrachan and braiding to correspond.

In addition to these and many other smart gowns and
coats, I saw the newest and daintiest things in the way of
novel materials for the spring, including many charming
checks and plaids in roft tones of grey and fawn colour;
also an apparently inexhaunstible stock of lovely silk vest.
inga in pompadour and other designs, snitable for wearing
wwith three qoarter length coats inany of the new materials.

The mercifol break which haa come at last in the bleak
winter weather, and has put an end, for a time at least, to
all the discomforts attendant npon snow, frost, and fog, bhas
vatarally made one somewhat discontented with winter mil-
linery, and glad to welcame anything which Inoks a litkle bit
fresh and epring-like. I was looking in the other day at a
well-knows boonet shop, Regent-street, and I waa much
pleased with some of the charniog bate and bonpets which
ate spacially adapted to meet the requirernents of the very
eatly spring season,  For instance, some pretty little boa-
nets in black erinoline straw, trimmed with twistaand loops
of green velvet, and clusters of either lilies of the valley,
violets, daffodile, or eawslips, Tied with narrow velvet
atrings, these spring Hower bonnets are wonderful value.
4)ne bonnet was quite a new French model, with a lLeat
about brim of black chenille openwork nnd a jewelled arown,
trimmed with band: of velves and small clusters of helio-
trope ostrich feathers ai the back.  Another had a soft
ruche of old rose pinked-ount silk in front, a crown of black
lace bordered with straw gimp, aod striogs of black vetvet.
A black crinoline bat in a large shape lined with leaf-green
gathered gauze, and trimmed with clustera of lilac, and bows.
of shot ribbon, while a useful hat is made with a flat brim of
drawn uet turned up slightly in_front, and trimmed with
loops of ribbon, in almost wny coloar, dzawn up to form &
kind of erowty, and surmounted at the back by a graceful
aprey,

A much-patronised dressmaker bas receatly completed a
very interesting order for & well-koown lady living in India,
and remarkable for her perfect taste in dress.  These luvely
Rowns wera one and all distinguished by the beauty of their
colonring and the artistic perfection of their design. They
included, among others, a dinner-gown, with bodice and long
squara traio of black and white brocade, opening over a
wiite ARtin petiicoat, draped with & baodsome tablier of
black net with jetted silk embroidery ; a ball gown with &
front of pale yelllow eatin and a short traio of palest pink
and yellow striped brocade, the bodice trimmned with chiffon
and passementerie, repeating the colours of the brocade; a
white satin ball gown, the front of the skirt embroidered
with tiger lilies in three shades of pink, the bodice arranged
with folds of chitfon, and & veat of embroidery ; a gown ot
rich cream bengaline, for the races, trimmed round the skirt
with & narrow passenienterie of white-and.gold, the bodice
arraoged with s gold girdle to correspend : & white brocaded
silk dinmer-gowu, with s separate train, the front of the
skirt draped with s _tablier of crystal beads and silk em-
broidery : a pale 'j)ink brocaded silk dinner-guwn, with &
tallier of rich gold embroidery, bodice trimmed with gald
embroidery and a golden butterfly; m pale blue Lilberty
»atin race gown, with & tiny gathered toonee all roumil
the hem edyged with gold, the hodice made with bands of
Enld nnd & ginlle o match: and a dinner-gown of blue em-
hroidersd silk and cidpe de chine, with a bndice daiutily
orpamented with crépe de chine and silver trimmings.

HeLorss,

JusT ToUcH THE BELL and mak Mary to get one nf
Aulsebrock's dellcious Ouwego Cakesd for afterncon Lo ={ADVT.)

‘ORB’ CORHUGATED ITHON is the best and cheapeas
io this or any other market.—ADVT.

MOTHERS' COLUMA.

HINTS ABOUT TRAINING CHILDREN.

MOTHER writen: ‘I bave mguw!ly been asked ;
*What makes yo-:rbo{:nogwd ¥ Myansweris, ' Their
training.' From the hour of their birth to the present

hour | have made & conatant; study of their dispoaitions, and

accordingly, never failing to correct a fanlt, or praise
& virtue, and to the latter | attribota my soccesa ~Chil-
dren ars very keen, and when they find that implicit obedi-
ence is rewarded by 'yes' to mg little request they may
make, it will*not be long befors they will see for themselvea
how muceh ie to be gained by obedinnce. Every well-acoom-
plished task, no matter how small, shonld be praised, for ap-
preciation is as great an incentive to children as to grown
people.  Another all-important fact in training children is,
never to break & promise to them. Keeping their respect ia
two-thirds of the battle. \When a correction is once made
it shonld be for ali coming tims, mnd the child made to
underatand this The reputation my three boys {between
six and nine years) bear in school and among vheir aeigh-
Lioura, convinees me I can say to other mothers with per-
fect impunity—* Go thou and do likewise.”—C.G. L.

HOW CAN CKOULP BE PREVENTED AXD CURED?

‘ ILL some of the mothers having children sabject to
eroup, give some remedies, and what will prevent an
attack *—AXX10Us MOTHER.

A eorrespondent saya :—* A t
hall water, will break up a case of cronp in lifteen minates.
If it does not, give a second dose ; but 8o far, I have never
needed to give the second doss.”

Another says:—* [ think that & child need never have
the dread disease if my simple remedy is given in time, or
when the firat hoarse cough is heard. A teaspoonful of
syrup, or common treacle, and castor oil mixed, hali a
teaspoonfol of each. Usnally the firat dose will loosen the
phlegm, and the little one will go to sleep quoietly ; if not,
follow it by the seeond in a short tima. This has saved me
annny sleepless nighta when my children were young.'—

ORA.

A YERY PRETTY LITTLE FROCK.

[ S AV snch & daioty frock the other day,’ says a Londen
mother, ‘30l send you a sketchof it. It waa partienlarly
mitable to an interniediate season, being moderately
warmm and comfortable-looking and feeling, withent too
much weight or heaviness of appearance. It was made of &
tather light shade of terra cotta colvared merino, the skirt
ga.therafinm the waist of plain bodice, over which was worn

a cape coming to the waist; the elusely-fitting hood in the
new fashionable atyle was also of terra cotta tnerino, tiad
with black velvet atrings, and the whole of the costume waas
triwmed with two narrow rolls of black astrachan aboat an
inch aud a-half apart. The generat effect of thia little dress
was decidedly stylish, and very suitable to a child of from
five to seven years.’

FPUNISHING CHILDREN.

l'l\HERE. seemus to be only one way for children as for their

elders to learn obedience—* by the things which they
suffer.’ But their sufferings should be strictly apportioned to
their offences.  Sometimes A whipping—stopping far short
of cruelty—is the best punishment, the greatest kindness,
The short pain, soon over, teachea & lesson to a child—too
young to be reasoned with—ihat it never forgeta.

With older children corporal punishment should be re-
marved for apgravated cases of cruelty or falsehond.

The parent who fHlies to the rod to correct every trifling
fault or misdemeanour, will have no influence with her
children when they are too old to be governed by force.

A child should never be struck in anger. A box on the
ear way ropture the membrane that forma the drum, and
cause permanent deafness. A hasty blow msy do mischief
that years of repentance cannot undo.

Punishment s fur disciplioe, not for revenge. It in to
teach the child to avoid evil and to do right. It naver
should be a veut for the angry ions of the mother,
l.ove, patienca naod firmbesa are the instrumenta she mast
use to mould ber child’s character, Punishment is a means
to au end ; let her pray for grace to use it wisely.

Madame comes home fron: the theatre snod Bods Minna
{the servant) sitting in the kitchen reading & bouk by the
light of two candles. She in naturally sunoyed st the girl's
exiravagsnte. * Why, Minaa, actuaily reading novels with
two candles burniog? * Not atall, ma'sm,’ was the ser-
vant's cool reply ; ' that'™ only one candie! [ justcut it in
two halfan-hour ago.’

fol of half glycerine,

Auny gueries, domestic or olhersiss, will be insortad fros of
eAargs. Correapondents replying to gquerior ars requesied to
give the dats m;m%i&dwlhw.
and address 'I'm.p;yu'rh ly Editor, NEW ZRALAND
GraprHIC, Auckiand,' and in the top lefl-hand corner of
tAs envelope ' Anawer’ or ' Query,’ ae the cas may be, The

RULES for correspondenis are few and simple, dut readers
of ths NEW ZEALAND GRAPRIC ars regucstad Lo comply with
RyLES.

No. L—Al communications must be written on one side of

ths only.
S.—Al!kusn not le, Aand ) must be propaid, ov
EA n&ﬂlﬂm’ummfoﬂ( by - ’

0. 3.—Tha editor canmot wndertaks lo reply exerpt
Ehrough tha columns of tAds paper, R

Queries and Answers to Querier are always inserted oe
s00n as postibde after they are received, though, ownng to
pressure on this ma, i may be a week or tiwt before they
appear.—ED, .

QUERIES.

DovcHNU1S.—Will yor kindly gire a recipe for these in
the GHRAFHIC '=LILY.

CHEESE BoUFFLE—How do you make thia?
8o much obliged if you can tell me. —E. DUNKLEY.

* Daisy * haa mnch pleasnre in commending the (YRAPHIC
to her friends, and wonld aak if any reader conld give re-
cipes for gnava jelly, alao for any other jams, jellies, or pre-
servea from colonial fruita or vegetables.

¢ Dainy * woold be glad to forward any recipea for your
readers which she may have in return for theirs, she bring
a conatant sobseriber.

{1 shall be very pieased to be the medium for the exchange
ot recipea.—LADY EDITOR.]

Shall be

A DOMIND PARTY.

WAS making oot my list, bill of fare, ete., for
another 1 n when my hasband made the
remark, * Better bave ns this time, Nell, it’a
unkind not asking ns to -any of them, and we
have to foot the billa too.’

S * All right. What shall it be* ltean'tbea
Pz progreseive edchre or ecard party, for L've gou
. the Congregational and the Episcopal sinisters’
wived down on the liet. Wuat do you say to

a Domino Party?

S0 it was decided. I invited eight couples including my
husband sod mysell, When linvited the ladies, 1 told them
to come abd spend an afterncon with me a day or two befors
the party, and we planned to each one of ns wear a long
black robe (of black calico) over our evening dresses, black
eaps, gloves and masks. We put those on just before we
left the dressing room to go down into the drawing room.
Each gentleman wan to pick out hia own wife or pay a for-
feit, The forfeit to be something his wife wanted very
mach. Oh ! the rash promiseés those poor men made! The
only man who knew his wife was the Kpiscopal minister,
and he said the only reason he knew his wile was because
she had a new pair of light grey,!patant-leather tipped shoes
on ; she had shown them to hini just as they were leaving
home.

The ladies then threw off robes, caps, ete., and we sat down
to little tables to play progressive dominoes, We played from
seven and a halt till pioe o’clock. Ivorine souvenirs, in the
shape of dominoes, three and a-half inches wide by live inches
long, with & domino etehed on them, a ribbon of & pretiy
light shade tied through & perfuration in ope end, weiw
given to each guest,

Supper wan then served. The table looked very pretty,
In the centre of the table waa & centrepiece of hemstitched
linen with & border of carnation ﬂinks oatlined in bright
wash eilks, and & large rose bowl filled with carnation pinks
and similax leaves. A boutonnitie of a single carnation
pink waa pinned to each napkin. All the pretty dishes and
deinty plassware I possessed was on the table. In place
of lampe, I had wax eandlea. I had fonr snotiqae ailver
candlesticks [ wished to show off, and mister Em had the
same amount; 80 I borrowed hers. They cast a pretty,
mellow light over the table and room. Two young ladics
and their best Leloved yoopg wen waited on the table for
me.

The first course was escalloped oysters, pressed chicken,
potato salad, olives, pickles, jelly, cocos, and little three-
cornered slices of bread and buiter.

Second conrse : Chocalate ice cream, domino cake, choco-
late macaroons and ice water.

'eell‘:lhird course : Black and white grapes, chocolate creams,
iced tea.

EsCALLOPED OYSTERS.—Two quarta of oysters, a lot of
cruched crackera ; Elm alternstely in a deep enrthenware
dish a layer of cracker crumbs, then oysters, seasoning each
layer with ealt, pepper, aud pmall pieces of butter.  When
the diah is full, pour over all the oyster juice and enough
milk to caver it all. Set away an hour sud bake in »
moderate oven tifty mioutes,

PRESSED CHICKEN, — Twn chickens. Boil and then
separate the white meat from the dark, boil again till ready
to fall off the bones, seanon with pegper aod Balt ; take the
boues and boil balf-an-hour, take the linnor and pour over
the chicken, heat through and put in erocks a layer of light
meat and then one of dark. FPut & plate on top and set n
iht-iron on it W press the chicken; garnish with celery
eaves.

Porare BArAD,—8lice & dozen largy, boiled potatoes,

vt into a dish aod poar over them the following mixenre.

il three egigt hard, sub to s amooth paste the yolks, a
teaspoonful of mustard, batter, salt, and one-half teaspoon.
ful of celery, salt and pepper. Half a cupful of vinegar
shioald be next whlprd into it, = tablespocaful at u time,
Chop up the whites of the egge, and add, .

DoMiNg Cake.—Half » cuﬂnl nf botter, one eupfal of
sugar, one and one-balf capluls of flour, ope cupful sweet
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milk, whites of fonr eggs, one and one half teaspoonfuls of
baking powder, Savoar with wanills, Bake in loog tin,
abogt ons and one-foarth inches in thickness when baked.
Then maks & boiled white frosting and eover the cakes.
When cold, ent pieces the size you want the dominoes to be,
Then make & horn of stiff white paper aboat five inches long
and one and one-half inches scrosa the top.  Pabin a apoon-
ful of dark ehocolate icing : clowe the born at the top, preea-
ing the ieing from the amall opening; draw a line across
the centre of each little cake with the chacolate icing, and

nuske spote like thoee on ivory dominoes. Keep the horn
wapplied with icing. )
ALTED ALMONDS.—Blanch the almonds, and pat in the

pan with the almonds some butter and salt and place it in
the oven, stirring to prevent buroing, but let it brown, and
norve when cold in faney little plates.

CHOCOLATE MacaRoows,.—Make frosting as tor s cake,
stir in two onnces of grated chocolate, drop on buttered
paper, bake in a quick oven.

CHOCOLATE CrEAMS.—Two and a half teacupfuls of
granulated sugar, one-half cnpfal of sweas milk, bail five
minutes, place the pan in cold water till cold enongh to roll
into little balls. Grate the chocolate, melt and roil the
ereans in it, set AWRY 10 cool, season to saib the taste.

Cocoa. —Place half a tesspoonfol of Van Honten’s cocon
in each tescup and ponr over it boiling water enangh to fill
the cup ; stir matil a1l is dissolved, and let each one sogar
and cream to enit themselves. The cups are to be filled
with the cocos and hot water and brought to the table.

Bal.
BUTTON-MAKIKRC.
HOW VEGETABLE IVORY I8 MADE INTO ARTICLES OF
BEAUTY.

VEGETARLE ivory is a put abont the size of & very large
horse-chestnat, and grows in a similer manner on trees. It
is very solid and white thronghout, and when polished has
allthe apgeamnoa of ivor{. The nois are cut into thin
slabs of the thickness of the button wished. These slaba
are then put ioto s lathe, when they are cot by a die, pat-
terned one-hslf for the face and one for the back, revolving
bt & speed of 2,000 revolutions per minute. These halves
are 8o arranged that as one half is bronght agaiost the slab
the other retreats. The lace of the button is always eut
firat, then the back die is bronght up and, its edge neeting
the cirrular groove made by the face die, the button drops
out. The buttong are then thoroughly dried, and, becoming
somus, readily n:bsorh the aniline with which they are
ed,

y’l‘he dyeing process is done scienhi&mll,g. but is very simple,
Tf a plain button is desired it ia simply plan into an
aniline bath, but where a variety of colours are to be applied
the proceas varies. Say it is desired to make a black button
with a red design. The desipn is first stamped upon the
white botton with shellac. The button is then plunged into
an aniline bath, and all parts exposed are coloured. en
dry it is washed io turpentine to clean off the shellac, ex-
posing the design in white. A red dye is then made of
fustic, as thie has no effect upon aniline.” An aniline can be
made of any eolonr, but ss it will destroy any other dye it
ninat be used only when all parts of the batton which it is
not wished to colour are protected by shellac, Where a
runltiplicity of colonrs are desired they are applied with
pponges, mach in the manaer that a chromo lithograph is
made, The giound eolour is made of fustic and the others
of aniline. The sponge is cub into the design wished for a
certain colour and another sponge for another, ete., deftneas
being required to apply the colours accurately. i

After being dyed the buttons are dried, rolled and polished
on apindles.  As practically no strength is required, and an
girls are more skifful with their fingers than men, more of
the buttons are made by pirls A good haud can make as
many as filvy gross & day. When it comes to drilling the
eyea 120 o 150 gross a day can be handled by one girl. -~ The
holes are always drilled from the face back. The drill used
for this consists of four shafts revolving very rapidly anod in-
dependently of one another. They are very fine and pass
through & guard just bsfore touching the button.

The delicate desigps 80 popular this summer are stamped
with & steel die'withh the desired design engraved upon it.
The ivory is soaked before being stamped. The wholesale
price of this vegetable is about a penny s pound, so that the
buttons do not cost much to the producer.

THE HABIT DF BORROWING.

IT is the easiest thing in the world to begin by borrowing a
newspaper, then a pattern, then a recipe, then a book;
some dsy & gown is borrowed to look at; another day one
is borrowed to try on to see if it wonld be becoming ; then
n little note goes asking that a fan be lent; and the fan
once borrowed it becomes the easieat thing in the world to
get either & hodice, o bonoet, or an embroidered petticoat.
Now, when you began, if aoybody had told you that you
were & moral thief, you would have been most indignant ;
and yet that is jast what you mre. Tt wonld be mach more
bonest to borrow your neighbour’s money and never to re-
turn it, than to keep up e constant borrowing of vour neigh-
bour’s belongings, getting out of them the wear that is not
yours and the pleasure that is by righte your neighbour's,

What the mintress does, the maid does. In the kitchen
they do not hesitate to borrow alpltent eoffee-pot and never
retarn it ; & pudding-dish, a little Aavouring extract, some
bakiop-powder or some oil, 1 they were maked if they re-
turmed all this, they would answer: 'Cartainly not, wh
we would be just as glad to lend to them.” And the result
is that your servents imitatiog your exnm{ﬂe. become
systematic plonderera of your neighbours, My friend, do
not get into the habit of borrowing, [t is one of the moet
vicious you can pouiblfy scquire. Tt makes you lose all re-
spect for the rights of other people, snd it can certainly
give you nons for yourself. The persistent borrower is a
yoore or less well-spoken-of thief. The borrower does mot
bide her light under & buahe), fur in time her friendn and ae-
g:tlbmoe‘ grow to know of her weaknesn and nvoid her.

stop at the book, aud do not permit yoorsell to drift

into what it ia charity to call & very bad habit.

The only * Vertical Feed ' Sewine Machiae jo the world
is the New High Arim Davis. Head Office ln Now Zoaland
Hudson srd Co.. Ohristehurch.—ADyT.

THREE FEET OF OBSTINACY.

—r—

RY L. B, WALFORD,

GAY seasido resort wea in full
swing.

‘It is » moat rudgar pluce,’ said &
lady. calmly,

The spelzsr never went near the
sts, and never scaled the cliffa. To
her view there was only one spot
tolerablein the wholeneighbonrhood
—one oasis in the desert by which
she was snrrounded.

‘1 go to the Park, yes, every
alternvon,” Mra Chevenix now pro-
ceeded (she waa sitting in ‘the Park’
as she spoke). ‘I goin the after-
noon, and also in the aevening.
There i really nowhera else, you
know. There are a frw people to
be seen there ; and one gets away
. from all the shocking noises.”

"YYhen do you expect your
davghter ¥ inquired a lady who
sat by her side.

¢ To-night. And really—of course
I shall be glad to see Hattie, bat [
am not sure—I almeat wish *—with
some hesitation—' the fact is, my dear Mra Lothbury *—all
at ance contidence was decided upou—*the real truth is, that
Windbourne ia nef the phwe_ ft_)r 8 young _firl of my
danghter’s temperament. Hattie is a dear child ; but she
is a curious sort of affectionate, impnlsive creature ; and
there is one thing she will do, and no one can [l.:lrevenb her—
she wil? make friende.  She will pick up people here, there
and everywhere. She will not _have been here three days
before she will come flying in with the news that she has
found somabody who is coming to call upon me I’

The two ladies were now joined by Hattie, who, half turn-
ing away, and yet stealing n shy glance of trinmph as she
spoke, said :

*Mamma, ] —we—May and I had a little adventure before
co:ning home.’

*Oh, adventure !' poor Mra Chevenix groaned. ‘I knew
it. I koew what was coming 86 scon 8s ever you nr‘rmred.
¥Your face betrayed you, child. Yoo are at yoar old tricks
aghin,' with growing irritability. * Well, who, for goodness
sake, who is ** so glad to know we are here?” And who is
coming to see me to-morrow 2’

£ Sir Jobn and Lady Pallborough,’

Mrs Chevenix started from her seat, as though a pistol
shot had been let off at her ear.

*What?! Who? Whko did you say? Why, Hattie—'

Bot Hattie bad Aashed away the instant the worda es-

cared ber lips. i -
A t was her sancy revenge, abd the little minx meant to
ave it. :

Hattie was, what few giils are in these daye, really and
positively young, She weut straight to the root of every
matter as a child would do. She took fanciesa to ple be-
cause they had nice faces, ar nice voices. BShe took interest
in whole families because they seemed fond of one another.
Vhean she was taken to shows of any kind, she wonld select,
in the twinkling of an eye, the competitor whose partisan she
meant to be. In crowded balls or charches, she would be
almost breathless with desire that the late comers, the un-
punctual people, for whom no cne else had any mercy,
shonld have the vacant seats which she conld espy, and
would fain have herself flown to point them out. 1o rail-
way carriages she had actually been known to beckon
travellers to the door, and sssure themn with outstretched
hand that there was room within.

* And, of coume, it is all very well,’ Hattie's mother wounld
chserve, discontentedly ; *and they tell me that Hattie in
8 favourite becanse she has such pretty manoers. But all
the same—' and hereapon would ensue a contidence such s
that wherewith oar Jittle story opens.

When Hattie had been two days at Windbourne, and had
not in that time made any fresh acquaintances, her mother
had been almost surprised.

*Bhe is beginniog to see; her eyes are %etzing opened,’
Mrs Chevenix told herself, well pleased, * If sha vuly goes
on aa well ae she has begun, I shall breathe freely at lase.
Of course it iz & strain baviug 8 great grown-up daughter
with such stvength as Hattie has. She mever tires; she
tlies about all day long from one thing to the other; and
how can I, with nay poor nerves and delicate healih, fly
after her?  But if Hattie will only sober down, and be ron-
tent to sit quietly with me in the Park—’

The next moinent, however, showed that Hattie was not
going to sit qnietly with anybody in the Park.

*Mamma, I am off to the downs. There is the most

uificent view of the eea from & place above the wolf.
links, Aunt Sophy says, and this is just the day on which
to see ib."

‘A le above the golf.links, my dear! Adbore the goli-
linke!' Mre Cheveaix bad never yet been above the goll-
links, and had ooly once driven o far as that salubrious
spot. *Then, [ suppose, you will not be in till dinuer-
tame,’ sha added, plaintively.

$he did not put a atop to the expadition, be it obeerved,
the fact being that she would have had to anewer for it to
her husband bad she done so, and Major Chevenix had
opinions of his own about Hattie.

* Ba content with drivelling away your own life, and be-
dabbling your own face witi wder and paint,’ he had
opce brutally told his wife. ‘1 won't interlers with you,
but i{f you interfere with Halfie, by (George ! yon will have
me to reckon with ! I will stand no nonsenee, madam,’ he
had subjoined, so sternly, that from thenceforth the only
daughter of the ill-mesorted pair had sa absolutely lost &
niother's contrel aa sbe had furmerly missed ber tecderoesa
and care.

We will follow Hattia through the day—the day which
shook all her mother’s faith in Ler afresh.

Understand, then, thut it is the sfternoon of Hattie's third
day at Windbooroe-by-the-Ses, that she Las 2o far been &
demure, elegant rpecimea of young ladyhood, trotting
hitber and thither beaenth the shadow of the maternal wing,

and that she is sow about to indemnily hervelf for two whole
days of chatier and finery by & relapes into bor real self, in
vongenial company and amidst soul-inspiring surrcundings.

The two lprlﬂfing. youthful figures, then, whum we oee
breasting the hill-side in the sniumer sunlight, are Hattie
and ber coosin May Chevenix; both oaly children, both
open, Joyons, light-hearted little maide

‘Now we ean do sa we please and not be worried or
botherml,' May, the schocl-girl, had eried, exultant; and
exactly as they plessed the two accordingly did,

Even the wildeet of wild apirita exhaost thamuelves, how-
evor, at last; and having skipped and gambolled and
laoghed themselves tired, the two happy young ereaturea
presently alighted like buttertlies upon a eoft bunch of
mosay thyme in the heart of a sheet of gorse, and there
elected to boil vheir kettle.

Wonderful to relats, the kettle was willing to boil. Annt
Bophy's lamp—thres good burners enclosed within & ease of
perforated tin—proved to be in perfect working order, and
the protection of a shick prickly bush, into the midst of
which the little stand had been plunged, enabled the Hames
t rise clearly, the reanlt being that s soft cloud presently
puffed away over the gorse, and the tes being popped in—a,
teapot bad, of course, been dispensed with—the girla glee.
Eullg{turnsd their attention to minor details.

* Now for the buna and butter,’ said Hattie, fusming about.

‘Now, May, yon split and butter those great brown buns,
while I see what Virginie han put in the other paper bag.
Sponge-cakes! (h, good Virginie! I love sponge cakes;
and here are some slices of the cake Aunt Sophy lisd st her
tea-party vesterday. Virginie has cleared Lia dieh for na.
She is a better Virginia than ever. Oh, May, here is nctu-
ally another packet; I thought my load began to grow
rather heavy. Dear me, we aball never est all we have !

Jaet then o young man in ericketing flannels shot ont of
the ground, as it seemed, just abore the girls' heads, and
barely succeeded in pnlling himee)f ap in time not to go
head-aver-heels into the niiddle of their little feast. He had
obvinnaly been flying down the hill-side at full speed.

* Rude boy ' muttered Hattie, with an angry frown,

She and May had fancied themselves alonein this solitary
nook, and a stranger was perforea ab intruder.

‘* Beg pardon,' responded am enually indignant mutter
b_ack. The aggressor, it might have {een perceived, con-
sidered he also had been aggrieved. (' A beastly niess of a
pienie,’ he was, in fact, saying in his Leart, with a shodder
of disgnst. } .

_ Then there wan & moment’s panse, during which all three
impatiently awaited the dissulotion of their involuntary
parioemnhip.

No one spoke, but_ the youog man loched npward with s,
restiveeye. Thence it waa plain, help was to comme. Nor was
the help long in coming.

Within & few aeconds, in far less time than it takes to
write it, there was o rustling in the Lrake, and even pearer
to the small encampment than the former invader had
broken covert, there emerged u small, stumbling, breathless
figure, who plumped into & gorse bueh and rolled over, before
any one cauld eateh hold of him to prevent the mischance.

He waa the smalless little fellow ever seen in trousers,
His tm!y white sailov-surit might almnst bave been made for
& very large doll, and yet it svited every inch of the plamp,
rounred, bealthy little frame,

' Why, he cannot be mote than three years old,’ decided
:\Ilss Chevenix, with the eye of experience. * He certainly
is Sngb four;i'

e eounld not help regarding favourably the little toddler :
she and May were Fonl::lgnf children. v

* Hi, Johnay, said Jchony's companion, quickly, *take
care; come along.’

. Jobnny picked bimself np, and stood still, his eyes grow-
ing round. What a delicious meal he saw before lim |

AllL at once, doubtless, the lictie bay realized & eensation
which had been imperceptible to him & minute before.

* Hi, Johnny, come aloug.”

This time the stranger, rather gruff in voice and red in
the face, just lifted his bat to the young ladies in apolopy,
ax he endeavoured to cut short the scene.

But now a serious matter occurred. It is a very serivus
matter to bring & yonng, nuressoning child into the presence
of .» tempting dieplay of viands just at his own ten-hour,
and iv was now coneiderably past Johnny Somebody or
other's tea honr, For this cause it was that the said Johnny
waa being bustled slong at a pace and down a steep incline
whi_:lzh an older hand would bave known was franght with
peril.

Johnny was all of & sudden very tired as well as dread-
fully hongry.

' Come along, Jolinny,! Emphasison the *along ' showed
that the elder brother (Hattie snd May had at once
decided that the leader was the elder brother) was losiog
patience aod temper.

Johnny, however, was not to be *come alonged’ at by
soyone io that tone of voice, For reply, he ooly drew
little nearer to the snowy table-cloth on which the good
thinga were spread, and sighed aloud,

The sigh made Hattis Chevenix bite ber lips.

Bhe and May were in an awkwaid position, certainly @
for all their boisterous glee, the outpourings of two glad
young hearts, they were gentlewomen and had the inatincts
of glt::tlewomeu; it took all desire to laugh out of them,
to thns confronted with a predicnment in which two
other unknown individuale played a part, and they were
not in the least inclined even to smile at this crisia, Hattie
only bit her lips, because she longed tu give the little boy a
eake, and bid him gently tun away, lndglhe knew that this
she could hardly da.

Johony's brother had now turned round, and got his back
to the gitle,

* Come aleng, you little beggnr ¥’ he reiterated, in an im-
perstive undertone, ‘Do as I tell you this moment. or
you'l! never come with mec again. Come I’ takiog a pace or
two forward, and looking over his shoulder.

Nnt an ioch budged {)ustinacy in arme.  Hebellion made
}paelf unmistakably evident in & humped back and pouted
ips.
* You little fool! Come, I tell you ! Back came the
discomfited elder.

Stuck still stood the ehild. He had seen, he had smelled ;
the very milk in the bottle had mn irresintible fascination
for his pmiched tongue. Large tear slowly welled up into
the bluse eyes

Appereatly withont effect, however,

*T'll hanl you along if you don't come.” The unfortunate
speaker was at his wita' end. and he nimost groaned s he
gave vent to the nppalling threat. "Johony, I say, come,”



324

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

he added, saddenly, in new and iaviting seeenta, aa though
the hnpm idea only just cocorred, and was sure to prove
irresiatible.

But the wile was throwa away, as the sntresty and the
command had alike been.

' Come, then, this minote.” Exaaperated beyond endnr-
ance, the young man strode ronghly to the apot, and brush-
ing past Hattie Chevenix's summner ilraperies, he seized the
deﬂ:nqnenl with the obvions inteation of hearing him off
willy-nilly.

Bl,:t th\z was more sasily sald than done. At the Gt
touch of the hand which laid bold of his with a grasp the
interpretation whereof was ¢lear even to his infantile nnder-
~tanding, Johnny's foices of mind and body gathered them-
selven together in one Goul efory, and with w roar of rage
and dirappointment soch as only a little boy or & little lion
cab can emit, be Hung himeeif down full length opon the
uioas,

A dark flash momnted to the brow of his onfortnnate
guardian for the nonce,

* If ever again " he gronnd his teeth—* if I aver get lot in
for this again | Uet up, you littie beasé—oh, eonfonnd yon !
What am [ tode ¥ ejacnlated he, the dreps standing on his
temples, and his broken hreath coming and going in an
agony of vexation and shame beyond the powers of endar-
ance to conceal.

Mesntime Jobnny lay and bawled.

He looked snch s little chernb lying there, kicking his
little ed legs and shunting with all the strength of
his little healthy lungs, that at last Hattie Chevenix could
atand no more.

Beaides, what waa to be done*

No one except askilled and nimblenurse, can 1ift s kicking
child and earry him off ont of sight and hearing with any.
thing like dignity or even esafety ; and on a steep hill-side
the chences were that Johnny and his captor would have
come to considerable griel. Add to which, what a dreadful
Erediument for the boy's T brother to be placed in! I

e carried Johnny far, Johnoy's cries wonld resouand till
meneral attention would infa"i.bl[\,’ be aroused ; if lxe set him
down, would he ever get the littie wreteh to move on

¢ Heis a little wretch, bit he has the dearest little face in
the world,” thought Hattie, and made np her mind.

‘T hope you will not think it strange,’ she said, with a
gentle shyness that was the most absolute contrast posaible
to the frea prattling homour friendship and familiarity
wonld have warrnnbe%l, * but 1 am afraid that poor little boy
really is very tired—and hungry. If you wonld not mind,
we shall be ro glad to give bim some of onr tea, and when
he has reated a little he will be gnite good and ready to go
0a,’ contilently.

A sudden cessation of the outery by her side showed that
somebody was listening.

' Wouid you not be quite good, Johnny, if you bad a little
cake and wilk, aml sat op here and ate it with us? whis-
pered the pretty lady it the naughuy little ear.

*Es.' A lond sob, tribnte to the departing storm, ac-
compabied the promise,

' Then let me wipe your eyes,’ added Hattie, bending
over him. ‘Johnny must not ery any more, but have a
drink of niee milk and a sponga-cake,’ muiting the action to
the worda. *‘May, the large horn cup,’ hastily. * Now,
drink, dear; don't cry any more,’ nothing bat pity and
tenderness in her tone; "lv\e really can hardly stop now.’
She turned round with the ferminioe iostinct to apologise
for tears, and the silent Bgure in the background made a
shift to seem appeased by the apology. ‘He isso tired,
and he is so little,' she concluded, drawing the small
creatare closer to her side.

I am rnre you are very kind.” The young man took off
his cap and forced himself to aceept the situation. *!sap-
pose | cook him too far ; bot he told me he eonld walk,’ he
coutinned, in an aggrieved tonme. ‘I should mever have
dreamed of taking him all the way up here, if both he and
bis focl of a nurse bad oot ssid he could walk to the Head
perfectly well, aod had often dooe it before,’

‘ 8o ['has,’ said Johopry, with his mouth fall and tersing
up & giazed face to his brother ; * offin.’

‘Often? Then what in the name of —why conld you not
<do it to day, then, \Why must yon go and make an exhibi-
tion of yourself jost because you were with me ?"

*You dido't carry me.’ Juhany took another com placent
bite, and his limpid eyea shone with satisfaction. How
quickly the tears of childhood dry |

“Carry you ! echoed hia brother, ancther flush of dispnat
deepening on his cheek. ‘Do you mesn to say that it was
part of the programmie thet [ was to carry yor ¥ -

“1f I’ tired, nurse carries me.'

tShe will carry yon in foture, as far aa T am concerned,’
retorted the youn% wman, realising at length the trap into
which he had fallen, Then perceiving that it was bhardly
polite to be 1hua argning with the youthful culprit to the
neglect of his entertainers, he endeavoored, shamefacediy,
to make matters & little easier. ‘I took him for & walk, and
T suppese it ir s little late,' he said ; ‘and I am sure yon
are very kind. I am most awfally ashamed. 1 will just
go and sit over there till he is ready,’ a good idea oceur-

ring.

‘g\\'ill you not have a cup of tes yourself ¥ May Chevenix
<ourteously proflered the second horn mug.

*No, thaok you. I-—I1 had rather not,’ hastily. *He
won't be long.” You are very kind. Poor littie fellow !
and for the firat time an infusion of semething like com
aion entered inwo the ill-used elder's tone. It is bhard for
one-and-twenty to be mnde a fool of (in his own mind), and
not to feel wrath pure and simple againat the guilty person-
nye, bowever small and weak and at another time dear to
the heart that little wicked gad-tly may be

Johpny, mooching away with a bappy face, had something
vather irresistible about him now.

But at the end of half an hour, when the gentleman re-
appeared upon the scene, the little urchin proved to be mors
irresintible atill.

Heplets with thinge, comforted in his inner man,
cooled down in the seductive retreat, aod serene with all the
trastfrlness of his years, the little ooe had corled himmself up
ioto & ball in Hattie Chevenir’s lap, and fallen fast msleep,
with his rony cheek upon her bosom.

Hattie's arms were locked around him,

Heie was s new dilemma.  Bot, soniehow, it did not rouse
the ire the lormer one had done.

*'What is he up to now ¥ exclsimed the young man, onder
Lis breath. * But, goodness '—iclerpally—* Low lovely the

irl is1 And what a—a—ves, | thought she was pretty be.
ﬂ-n.'—he had been ruminating on the young laly's looks
during his term of banishment—*but now she has the face

of an mngel. Ib ls » beantiful face, [ eun't be angry with
the boy if be is tired ; it would be naremscnabie. And the
little imp hsa chosen guod quarters for himealf, that's
certain,’ Then alond, * How very nnfortunate! Heally [
«-]—we are mast unfortunate. Forcing carselves upon yon
like thia {*

' Oh, no t* it was both the girla wholsipcko At Once,
d(;egl‘ must not be swakened,’ said Hattio Chevenix, de-

y.

*1 am afraid he really finnat.' The dewnr, however, wan
bat a faint obe.

Muay Chevenix was busy packing np the tew-things.  Alter
& momentary besitation, the stranger, whom tircomstancsa
had thus rictimized, sented himeelf by her consin's side.

' [ never folt more ashamed in oy [ife," he said. T can’t
tell {:n how anrm’ed I amm. Hels s great weight.  You
will be very tived.

‘He is no weight ; he is & perfect darling.’ Then fol.
lowed a bright blush, and an instant wish that the epithet
had been lesa farvent. *1 nughl; not to have said that,’re-
Hected Modesty, bnt Admiration thonght otherwise.

*She is tha dearest as well an the loveliest girl I ever saw
in my life,” conclnded a certain spectator, desply moved.
* Jobnny, 1 forgive you."

Then followed a lon Iumm

Johnny slept peacefnlly on. Hattie smiled contentedly
down npon him ; the stranger watched them both. Every
uneasy motion died ont of hin bresat.

‘I will tell you what I ean do,’ snddenlg. howaver, he
hutst ont &t last. ‘I will ron down and feteh the carriage.
The ¢arringe can easily got np as far as that point down
there, and then I will ron up and carcy Jobhnny down.’

{N.B. XNo horror of carrying Johnny down now.} ' T shall
only be gone about twenty minutes,’ p ed the speaker,

wpringing to his feet. ‘1f 1 have Juck, I shall cateh my
mother just comme in from her drive, so there will be nothing
to delay me.” Then he stopped with evident afterthought.
¢ We have trespassed so terribly on you—"

‘Oh, don't—'

* But if you ¢ould kindly wait here?'

* Uf course.’

* And the carringe can take you home firat.'

‘We shall not be late, thank yon,’ said the elder Miss
Chevenix, in a clear voice. ‘We are in rooma at this end of
the town, and shall be home in time for dinner. It is no
matter, not the slighteat. Wa ean wait quoite well.’

He was off.

* Chevenix ¥ he mnttered to himself as he hnrried down
hill. He bad seen a directed envelope lying abont {it had
Leen nsed as & kettle-holder). *Chevenixt Iseem to know
gh'e name, and yet I cannot remember where [ have heard
- Lady Pallborongh, however, remembered instantly.

* My dear boy, they are here; [ knew it.  Those very rich,
smart, bot valgar people wha have taken Broadlands, don's
yoo know ?  Sir John said [ need not call nnless 1 liked, as
they are only tenants ; and I did not like a¢ all. ¥ disliked
all I heard of them. The mother is & most silly woman,
with a pencliant for singing the latest pablished batlads.’

“Come and see the daughter,’ was all his anawer.

The two wers bowling swiftly slong toward the downs,
and in & few minutes after the last speaker had said : *'Come
and see the daoghter,’ the baronche drew ap at the nearest
point to where the tea encampment had been made.

*You are coming up, are you not T said young Mr Pall:
borough. He particularly wished his aogust parent to go
up.
“It ie ve;y steep, my dear.’ Her ladysbip glanced rue-
fullﬁ upward.

* But Johnuy may be frightened when he wakes.'

‘S0 he may, poor darling. Oh, I will certainly come.’
She had bat the two mons, and worshipped them both ; all
the intermediate daughbters weat for mothing. *BesidesI
muet thank these young ladies.’

Lady Pullborough bad a grateful heart.

;h. Aund I doabt their accepting to drive unless you ask
em.’

He had no mercy, even when he saw bher panting and
struggling. He got her up somehow ; and then came
trinmph,

The little sleeper etill lay calinly slanibering, still was
watched over by the angel face.

‘Qb, dear, what & picture !’ cried the mother under her
breath, and the victory was won.

At length, the girls reached their lodgings, and it was
subsequently to this that the conversation took place in the
Park, which we have already heard.

()ar little story is almost over.

Mrs Chevenix had been dying for Lady Pallborongh to
call, ever since they had become country meighbours, buot
had at last given up ali hopes of the desired event. She
had been 30 mach chagrined sa almost 10 have made her
hasband ent short hie lease in consequence. Then toran up
hap-hazard againet the great lady at a place like Wind-
bourne! To meet and to koow her throogh Hattie! It
waa extraordinary, uoheard-of good luck. She waa now all
excitement and anticipation.

* Really, it was most wonderfully fortonate,’ she eried,
She hai followed Hattie aa soon aa ever the lilac robe was
on, and had bhurried as she had never horried befors,
* Heally, it was s perfect pcene in & play,” having heard the
adventure, even to the niinutest detail with interest. * Bot
how odd that we should pever even have koown that the
Pullboroughs were here—never bave met them ian the Park,
nor aoywhere U

* They pever go to the Patk. Lady Puoliborough was not
eomg[li.meury to the Park, mamma.’

* Waa she not ¥ Mra Chevenix's face fell a little.
she think it—ahem —-vulgar, Hattie ¥

‘T think so, mamma,’

"What, then, does she do with herself” inqmired Mm
Chevenix, after & moment's disconifited pause,

*Sbe drives about the country.’

"And the son? What does he do ¥

' {ives ses Aishing. Oh,’ eried Hattis, with the innocence
of a babe, *Auw | shonld like to go sea Gabiog I’

t Well, well,' said Mrs Chevenix, cheerfully.
youy ean go if the Pullboronghs msk you. I daresay your
Inther would consent. Baot the extraordinary thing is,’
with animation—* yon must fergive my eaying it, Hattie—~
but the strange thing is, that this introduoctiva ¢hould be
your doing.  For you koow, Haltis, you must confess, that
ﬁou would have dons what yoa did exactly the same if it

ad been the veriest begyur's brat who came by—yuu koow
you woald.’

*Did

‘I dare say

Almost the vare words wera said by another pair of lips
ovoe day not very long afterwarda

*By Jove! It was that which fetehed wme,’ waid Hattie'n
Jover, a8 the two hong over the side of a miling-boat, and
held the hand-lines which the finh seemed to shon for the
pomos, Tt wan that which bowled me over, you know. Youn
looked so pretty—buat that was nothing, you looked so good,
sitting there, [ eould not help thinking : * By Jove f that
girl would have done the mame for any a brat who
:m i, trouble,” and—and—1 like that kind of girl, you

now,

DAN'S WIFE

Up in early morning light,
Sweeping, dnsting, setting right,
Qiling all the hovsehold springs,
Sewing buttons, tying strings,
Telling Betay what to do,
Mending rips in Johnnie’s shos,
Ranning np and down the stair,
Tying baby in her chair,
Cutting meat and spreading bread,
Dishing out so mncg per head,
Eating a4 she ean, chance, -
Giﬁ%‘ husband kindly glance !

‘oiling, busy life—

Smart woman,

Dan'a wife.

Dan comen home at fall of night—
Home ao ¢heerful, neat and bright ;
Children meet him at the door,
Pull bim down and look him o'er;
Wife asks how the day has gone ;
* Busy time with us at home '
Supper done, Dan reads with ease—
Happy Dan, bat one to please !
Children must be pat to bed ;
All the little prayera are said :
Little shoes are placed in rows;
Redelothes tucked o'er little toea 3

Busy, wearing life—

Tired woman,
Dan's wife.

Dan reads cu and falle asleep—
See the woman softly ereep ;
Baby rests at last ; poor dear,
Not a word her heart to cheer.
Mending basket, full to top,
Stockings, shirt, and little frock ;
Tired eyes and weary brain,
Side with darting, ugly pain;
* Never mind, "twill pass away ';
She muat work, but never play ;
Closed piano, nnnsed books,
Done the walka to pleasant nonks :
Brightnesa faded out of life —
Saddened woman,
Dan’s wife !

U pstairs, tossing to and fro,
Fever holds the woman low;
Children wander free to play,
‘When and where they will to-day !
Betay loitersa—dinner's cold,
Dan looks anxious, crose, aud old,
Household screwn all out of place,
Lacking oue dear, patient face.
Steady hands 5o tried and troe—
Handa that knew just what to do,
Never seeking rest nor play,
Folded now and Iaid away, .
Work of six in one short life—
Murdered woman,
Dan's wife.

For invalids and delicate children Aulsebrook’s Arrow-
rnot. wod Tea Blecnits are uns .—{ADVT.}

ULP CoLoNISTS, MERCHANTS, AND UTHERS INTERESTED,
—0ld Postage Stamps from letters dated from 1860 to 1869 are <f
ing worth from Id per dor to 305 each, We are cash

purchasers of all Old Awstralinn and New Zealand Stampa
¥ return.  STAMP COLLECTORS. The Improved Stamp
Album Xo, t2; best sod cheapest ever made, and notwithatanding
which we will give with each album s0ld 50 stamps cnclosd in

pocket inside cover. Price 28 & pos 3 llectors send fur
Approval Sheats.—A. E. Lakg & Co.. 207, High-street, Christ
church.

CASEEL NTREHERT, UNRISTOREURDE ;
AND AT DUNEDIN AND LONDON.

D [ | | [ | CI

- Largest Btock and best varisty in the colony to chooss from
sold in any quanttiea at wnol.t:sn.l PIIJCI:B‘.I’E 1 facilities
for country ordere and diatant costomers. Bam. prices, and
full particulars

on application.
B. HALLENSTEIN,

WHOLESALE & FAMILY WAREHOUSEA.

E. C. BROWN,
M

STRA.NGERS visiting Christchurch are
1088 to know where they oan buy Additions to
or OUTFIT to bost advantage, We can reoommend

MESSRS SHAW, ROBINSON, AND CQ.,
THE HALL, HIGH-8TREET,

as holdert of Extensive Stocks, who offer every facility for busi?
ness, and are reliable people.

COKER'S FAMILY HOTEL,

CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND
Parroxmzn ay Hmm ExcruieNcy LoRp ONsLow,.
Kive minules from Rad and Post.
The most moderate Arst-clam Hotsl in Aostralasia,

Toctusive tarllf par day .. . . . 10n 64,
° Mo grwul - o B3 e Od.

THOMAS POPHAM,
(Lats Commander U.2.E.Co.) Proprintor
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AXOTHEER corrert solntion of the miming word pazde bas
repeiveni st from Haanah McUuire, Beeftom, wheo will alw
receive 8 copy of the LEAPHIC, a3 her Jetter bears the post-
mazk of Aoguet 1th

HOW TO NANDLE A BOAT,

P S —,

BY EDWARD HANLAN,

THE GEEAT DARMAN TELLIS BOYS BOW TO TRALN
AND BUW TO BOW & BOAT.

CAN give no better advice to voys and amatenr

oartmen, & o bow they shoald row or air for

a scniling race, than 1o tell my early experieness
i ansd of exerene 1 followed

15 pet my=elf inko comdition.  Im 1872 1

i Like all

sraiver's when and for a lomg Gowe § was fonbish
enogzh 1o follow his method~.  After b had g0t my sywem
into much worse fTim than it was before [ begzan to train. 1
belled, sni sinee that Gme 1 bare fllowsd my own ideaz
e randine trainizz, with Lbe rezals thas insead of bresking
dowm 35 the eoxt of kve or six yewrs, absolately anabie to row
lmmlmphjéeﬂlyuﬂpbb-lmin-y
eany

THF. BEST METHOD OF TRAINING.

FTER ] kad hegrun my own training, oy idess reganding
-\ this impoctans part of rowing Barers saderwent a
lege change I d oi sarving myveif amd doing

hard work I beilt op my comscisation by light wock and eat-
iy whas -5!{“:- craved iz the way of more sabexantisi
fomi When [am im traiming [ eax what [ desire, exeeps-
ing. of comrw, comiimenta xmd ocher imfi i The
firex thing w0 do in wraining is W ged 1the blood in comdition

I
5

E
i

o

i
3
|
i

agum wiven | resarn.
tom, semsesimnen & fowl, with vegetabies 1 rest wmtil bali-
past twrm, take

SOME TDEAS ABUL'T RACING.
WORD aboax theeiz
molly

& and laws con-

amatenrs,
limg the Associntion. I think it would be & good idea.
to hace two or three differen: dasces of si dombles,
and foary. For instance, & man weighing ome hundred and
shiny-lite pounds, in my opinimn, bas ao¢ s chance whem

There must be moderation in  TOwiRg A man mhuba.ldrdald 5 o
food, m: there st be modesasion im exercise. Bur the ml-mﬂlﬂmvmc.uhs—z x
th who =Arts owt with the ides that be mest siarve and Gfty pousds. A omeb - pound mam i
i ™ inte condivion, will come to dimsmer. large mosgh amd siromg ceourh to row anyome ; bat a small
Sourishing jood, mo mazter bow much, if well digesied, i Wan las neither the power nor the ewduraace 1o be able 1o
what every T wanis if he would put himself in good win & prire in any sort of & wenior or & jumior comtest He
yeical shape. It makes b litile difference when the W3y he able to win ome hig race in tem years, but that is
&sm iding it be lakem at the measl me A abosiall  Asd, sherefore, Il would be & good ides
good bweakiass for a lad i training caa be had of ] for the be of ing to cimss men atxording 1o
povridye, cracked wheat, brown hrend and butter, a steak sheir weighos, amd to hare two seniors {beavy-wiight senior
or ¢chop, and a linle frait.  Drink eold water if necessary, l‘iﬂ‘_‘mnﬁl’!*n!ﬂlﬁ_vﬂd'h“}t_ﬂuuﬁ.
mkimmmmmumﬂikm_-i._nic-nzjnmhkz_-m'l'hlha\w.:ll—
ing. For dinmer, which sbonkd mever be eatem aiter ociatioms woald find that rowing would ke rery mock im-
650 pm. a p of or muilm, a= - proved by this ehange.

warm drinks as you would s plager  Tes or coffee are
pecally injariows 10 many, juz as cold waser and pure
Sreatn I o all Salk, ey, Space, pi y CIB-
BAmpoR, ROiERey. cloves - are all and, if

HOW I TRATX MYSELF.
WILL wive you & shewt accouns of how | raim myzelf. T
I ariee si #y ov hali-bans siy, walk one wile, ni

rannisg per-
hape two bundred yands a5 & stff speed, saficiently o

... o
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The New High Arm Darie Vertieal Feud proved
Wardd s Champion ar the Park: Exhiviome. 1550 —ADVE.

HANLAN V. BEACH.
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in

clothen on wad yolled npin all the blaskets be conid musier.
Next o me lay an [lhincis man semed Eobert Jellisom, a
eool, moderare sort of fellow, bat with
sou shall hear. _hﬁ@eabun-idﬁii:l-ﬁa

by hearing Jelliwm calling to me in a Jow voice. My firse

ensy.
_ "Jelliwoa's blankets were tucked tightly woder him, and
it was a tieklish ing o pall their edge Som beneath
him without moving kis body, with the chaner that at amy
moment | might enenanwrr the hesd of his unwelcome
visitor. Jellima growled from time 1o time with sppresed

thee Erelight I mtrxwm' from i
inches of the il of & mmake Gpped with & big ratile.  The
replile which had sowsby his p g for warmth
-evidenily did nok like s sencacion of the cold air on the
gling ik wader delliaone ensY 33,0

moTemen| Y

=make’s tail di upward elear 3o the ragle.

* With all biz nerve and sonlnes:, the muspense was telling
-oi Jellison.  His face showed white in the Grelight sod the
-eald sweak stood im big drops om bis forebead. ** The smake's

bead i= wp to my shirt collar sow.” e gasped.  ** Take yoar
hnungtauendnp-.ﬁ open am the rizhr s
His coid body j» cime. Wk
qunddo.lm_ndthel'&knint

it & fitzle on my book 10 give it an extrs hine , and,
working w0 a3 mok to distarb the T began ay Jellison’s
right shoahier and cut elean through his elothes from the

i1
4
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Drar Coruy KATE—Use enld, snowy moming a Hitle
boy enlled Harry Johmeom went ont for & walk acros a large

fl‘hnkm.!ﬁlm. Yomrs iz a niee story, bat not rizht,
as the hoy =0 eromiew. VW rite again whenerer yoo hike
—Cor=rs BaTEj -

DEar Cotsrs KATE,—Haring seem the pictare parzle in
yoar isswe of the 8ch Jaly, T bey to tender an amtwey whieh |
think will swiz. Cut No. 1 i a linle Irish lad :tanding on
a hiil with a bandkevehief tied romwl hic hend, as is s &
cold July morning, aud the smow lie: thick upon the ground.
The sevond pictare iz the same boy bent om enjoying a
the biil, and i= in the act of =ariing. N i
lad kardly mvognisable, for he bas rolled down
& Enhf | ieky] i
im froms the entirelipg mi== of spow.

H
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JET BLACK

BY GORHAM LT

= boazha
chirps from tbe youny robins: then alf war quies again
Toe linle girl, anxisas and exeited, jumped to hex feet, and

wmy hand, drew me epatair: 1o b ool Treadi
mrio-s-ly!w :heedge.“muihwlhemdemig
to End oat if pomible what bad .

bad nos lomy to wait. Flapping its winge Hercely, &
large exow swhlealy burst throggy Lhe thick leaves down
to the nesy, and seizing in his bedk the lass of the yrany
d T

Thee reptile—a miver spoo.  Umly my litale gisl's tearfai -
momster over fice feet long—was lying in coil mear the lire, Jet Black's neck from wring: Sbe was always searching
barking comfortably in the glow, bul heeping his eyeoa ws  for the miwing art bat it was & loo tine before we
a3 every vwrn.  Jellivom picked upn ires, and app 4 di d the roree’s thourt be nsaally flew
ing to within a few feet of Lhr saake, fired six sbots iatothe  toward the barm with bis plumier. Ume day, bowever, when
—coll 2 i it did kit good %0 do so. By the time be had e boys wers basting in the bix mow for epxy, Lhey came

anespectealy upam it, ewnningly hilden smder & wisp of
-,

Un Momdaye Jet Black was nsually in high futher. The
wound of Lhe clotves tabbed on Ly amd Lo small of
e caddn soemed to wxhilaraty hise  He boverwd shuas the
Kivchen i

g

of linea lay om Tec ot with mod or
e At vk tace Bnlers ire was o be
dreaded, and we were compelied on washing days w an

el appraachsd ol oty bl g ph.n‘
Asl Lo ne| Tanl puodTion was
strewn completely orer with sewdlings.  Sarprizsd, I look
cioser. The Gierman was ereeping along the face of & -Arilt,
amd bebind him the crow was iollowning cacooedy, hi
feathers dripping with the rain.

* Whaz can the rillain be ap 1o ¥ 1 thonghe

3 wax won wade aware of the bird's litile seherme.  Aiter
planting & meltiplier with greas care, the faithinl German
shoved himell damaily alonr oo his knees, aml began ser-
ting ; the erow, i stemsLily after kim with
ejaal reriainty, beat over 1o the growml, jerked ap the mal-
tiphier, and with & saney Hing of bis knowing bead toned
it on the fickd akemd of him.  Amd 30 it went on 1> the ened
of the drill, as the man d an s ing drill, the
crow noiselesly tripped to the rear, snd tve performany
1 had winnessed was resumed : the man :etting a wedling,
the crow palling it ap a3 be had done all thromzh the

momning.
The speciscle was =0 Indicroms that T eonld pot reax
jor, vexations as il was ai shis hurried rime of the
year, oot to bave a single ovion plasted oa the whole Gedd,
awi the Jay half spent Provoked. 1 called to the man
He drazget kinself s1iifly o bis feet.

*I hat dot fizid haf blsated,” be 2aid, with saiisfaction

* Na, you have puihing of the kind, John The erow bas
palled ap every oaion as fasi &5 you have st L’

Aunaaed, the man starnt over the back drills, then bin
glanee fell epon she erow wainez padently at his -ide 1o
resame his mischiel

*Dar isht & gook bird der k" e remarked, calmly;
an] going orer to the first drifl beraa his work over arain

¥

KATIE'S STORY.

KATIE war zorng W0 bed, after s day of toil minding her siek
and mairend dotis w invaikis all of shem—and bee
be-a-u-tifal duck, she one o quarker shas sravellad with
the hens becazse be had oo better company.  The robin thac
had been waieking ber out of the eorners of his bright eyes,
as be ran over the fawn and lisiesed 1o her praitle, was
asleep alreaiy, wich his beat snder his wing, and Katie's
bhanz bearily on motiver's shoalder while she was apdressing
ber. ‘Now [ lay me” had been said, with many yawns in
between, avl mamma's pei had been toekod in saaely : bas
just as the sleepy eyzs were chmin:z, she sai soddenly bolt.

L hi.
P'rﬁlmnu,‘ she said, '] want Jabonys piciore-book—
that wich ihe lamba

*Hesk, Katie o said her mother, the least biv wearily :
for the lizile feet and the littie Songue had pever cemsed
going ome moment alf day. - Now we will zo to sleep.”

*Bai, mamma,” and tbe big evex plemded earnestly, ' ean's
1 have Johnay's pictare book this vaz ¥

“ Nok to-nizht, dearie ; it i 1o lags”

* Mamma,” said Katie, sitting up very straivhi and hok-
ing very soiemn indeed, "1 beani a ssory of a histle girl— she
was & gowd listie girl —that sasked ber mamma vosi, when
she was pat 10 bel, for the picture bovk with the lambe,
And the mamma wid her :he coghin’t bave it, and —and’—
the baby voice fell 10 an awed whisper, and the eyes grew
sery big—* i jast — ahoat—iwo—minotes—she wan dosad &

<My, Kasie * Anj what killed ber <0 anick

* Becamse, zahi Kaiie, with opancion—- becanse she
didn’s get the book”

She got if, and in Fre minuies was aslesp wild it in ber
arms

CHILDREN'S SAYINCS.

UNE Sabbath evening, not long s, Edith wa: 2t the ten-
table, woticed some cherwe on & plate before ber
* Mamima,” said she, "is that the cheee we saor aboas im
Sunday sehool to-day ¥ '“'h,:,no.l‘;hlh,mnﬁdnotsi.g
aboul cheest in Sanday school’  * Yerm, we did. We rung
** Bringing in tbe cheese.”" Which was her rendering of
lhtfamilm'liringingilﬁbelhnru' .

1ipe day ai loncheon Mamie was greacly delichted
'ilhs-om':houy-hkhhd hee-ne::'{ﬂbyalrhm'ho
lives in the rLontry and kug)mha. After eating & whike
in «ileoce, she exeiaimed, * t Mrs Lepley teach her
bees ke make sice booey ¥

A Lose, NICK AXD A SBoRT LEn. —* Charlie, I've for-
Foien wbeiber it's the peck or the bev Whas yow are food of "
"Whas b it—a goaee? *Yea' *Then gmre we the nech,
please.’

Pusemt Wheels, Perascbalators. i wnted.
3 Cyecles, or Agenl

Laptes, for aftermoos Wn st Azlelrook’s Uswego
Biscwils ; 8 perfact delicacy.—ADTTY.

ArnAcia Frowess, PLANTS AXD FERN< for Lbe draw-
ing-roow, dining recen, aad ball. Mxs Pore has s splemdid
amorimest.  Art Neolleaork awd Fazey Reposvory
Morten's Bailliags, CHEISTCHURCRL
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A CULINARY CRITIC,

JoHs BrrL, he loves his beef and ale,
His puddings foll of plums.

The Frenchman likes hia fricaseee
And hrogs’ legs with bread crombe.

The Scotchman eats his meal of oats,

Like horees in a dock,
Hia Haggis weird, his hodgepodge strange
Anpd toolhsome Finnan haddock; )

And—tell it not in Gath, my boys—
In whiepers be it said :

He sometimes even longs to eat

His marmalade on bread.

The German faveurs sanrkraut,

The 1ipe Limberger cheese,

Hot and cold slaw, and otber things,
That ficll digest with ease.

You join a Land of Muscovites;
They wish you to the deoce,
Because you cannot make a meal
Of eandle o fa Russr.

Within & Chinese restanrant,

Yoa hear a waiter halloa:

¢ Nice bird's-neat soup ; roast rat quite hot—
And poppy dog to follow.’

Yon dine with a Sea [:laod chief,
Where all the dizhe= vary,

From yame on rice to babes on toast
And roasted missionary.

The Esquimaux’ sarcastic smile
Prenonnces you a jubber,
Becanse you have no sppetite
For walrus oil aad blubber,

And thos you find in many elimes
‘Wherever you may roam,
The cooking is not quite the same
An that you get at bome.

A SAD STORY.

SHE: *Thaven't seen you for five years, Mr Barker. How's
that little romaace of yours with Miss Henderson ¥
Barker : * Mizs Henderson is no more.”
She: *What ! Dead ¥
Barker: ' No ; married.’
Hhe: *Ha! ha! Yon are still friends thoogh 7
Barker: Nu; she married me.’

INTERFERED WITH THE CAME.

PAT infter watebing a game of teonis for 4en minotes): *Oi
xay, Mister de Sappy, av yer 'od take down thot G+<b net jn
thie centber yez 'ud play the gamne bettber, that ye wud.'

SNAXES AND SXINS.

A PLANTER hecanie engaged to a heantifal young lady, who
was the belle of the connty. Her teniper, howerer, was
like that of Xantippe. Jeff was the name of an old darkey
ug the plantation who' was a grown man when the planter
was & child. He was a devoted servant, proud of his
master, and interested in everything that affected his wel-
fare. Buat hesaid nothing abont the wedding. The planter
poted the faet, and broached the subject.

*Jeff,’ he asid one day, ‘yoa know I'm going to marry
Miss Bellinger 2"

* Yes,’ replied the darkey, ¢ I knows it.’

1;5 haven't heanl you say anything about it,’ maid the
ter.

s ©No,’ was the answer, *'taint for me to say noffin abont
it. [ ain’t got nuflin to say.”

tNo, I know that, bat yoo're doing a deal of thinking.
What's yoor opinion aboat it ¥

' Well, massa,” responded Jeff, with some heaitation, * yen
know one thing—the most pisenest snakes has got the
prettiest skins.’

A MISAPPRENENSION REMOQVED.

LokD RUSNNYMEDE : ¢ Aw=—Miss Twnmball, I fawncy now,
you weject my euit becanse youo have no wank. That is
verwy inconsistent for an Amerwican, you know. Ifawncied
an Amerwican girl wonld fawney herself my equnal, and tell
everybody m¥ birth was a mere accident yon know.’

Miss Trombnil : ' Ob, no, Lord Ronnymede. I wonldn't
dizparage your birth in the least. Idont think it was &
mere accident—it was a regular catastrophe.’

SPEAKING FROM EXPERIENCE

TEACHEE: *Aod why were Adam and Eve not to pluck the
fruit from the forbidden tree ¥
Small Child : ' Perbaps it was being saved op for jam !

THE SMALL BOY'S REVELATION.

IT i the small boy who asoally tells things, Not long

a bright lirtle fellow was peerinp over into the dish at :Ez
head of the table:—* What a little ¢hicken for so many
people ' The guests smiled sarrepritionely, and his mother
endeavonred to quiet him. Bot Le was Banquo's ghost.
Alfter they had all been helped, and were esting, his face
suddenly lit ap, and clappiog hbis hands he shouted : ¢ Oh,
yew, 1 know now, mamma.  This is the little chicken that
was sick s0 long in the yard, ain't it ¥

A BRISK WIND.

CoUNTY TEEASURER (to tourist): *No, sir! We do not
bave ey¢lones in this part of K Somelimes the wind
is & trille brisk, but——"

Rip! Slam! Crash! Smash! Thod!

Treasurer (ewergivg from the big safe, ten miles away
and ten mingles Jaterf: *Yer, ae I was eaying, sowetimes
the wind blows pretty brisk. [t—— Why, hello! Thars
that stranger impaled on_that broken sycamore limb np
thar! That's too bad ! Kinder mkonu{ on sellivg bim &
couple o’ lia”

A TIMELY SUCCESTION.

HE was a youog man who bad been talking loodly of drx °

futber’s riches and his own pros) when an old wuman
leaned vver the seat and ukid :peeu.

* Young muag, did yoo say your paw was rich ™

“Yes, maam.’ :

*He'll be apt to foand wome charity, won™; bet

+I think sa.’

* Settled oo anything yet ¥

*No, ma'am.”

* Then please eall his attention to an idict arylem.’

THE COMING NERD.
VISITOR (k1 reception s few years hence) : * Why is every-
body ¢crowding ronnd that man orer there in the corner? r,l
don’t see anything remarkable aboat him.’
Resident : * That’s bareloot Bill, Sockless Simpson’s soe-
ceasor, {Proadly) He can snek three doren eggs withont
sopping.”

PERKY LiTTLE ETOX BOY (at dance, to tall connin) : * Here,
have & waltz
Coz. : * No, I won't dance with a mite like yon."
hHl:: " Here, I say yon kpow, I think I'm rmather the
cheese.

MISCELLANEOUS.

AX enterprising ;:.l‘!faicinn in California ad vertises :—* I will
pay half the fane expenses in cases where 1 s not suc-
cessful’

Watta : * Wonder why they always call a locomotire
*ghe?’” Potta: * Maybe it is on account of the horrible
noise it makes when it tries 1o whistle.’

A JUST REBUKE
He was going to kiss her: jnst then he sheezed,
The which she didn't seem pleazed at:
*Td have voa know, sir, a kiss from me
1s something that’s not to be sneered at.”

ReMTNDED OF H1s NOPTAL Vow, —The Wife (3Jam.):
¢ When yon married me did yoo mot promise to love,
cherieh, and protect me ¥ The Husband (slteepily): * Yea'
The Wife: * Well, then, get up, light the gas, and kill that
maosquito.’

Az Far A3 SHE WOULD Go.-—Dolley : * Will yon marry
me, Amy ¥ Amy: No; bot [——" Dolley (interrupting):
Oh, don't get off that '‘be-a-sister-to-me” chestant?!”
Amy: *I don't intend to. 'What I waa abouk to say is that
1 don't mind beiog engaged to yon.’

DipN't FANCY TEE LIGHT.— You are the light of wy
life,” she said to him as zhe told him good-night at the front
door. * Put out that light,” growled her father at the head
of the stairs, apd the front door alammed. )

FaLsE ALAkM. —Stranger (excitedly, to maid who answers
the bell) : *Unick ! quick ! your master'sill!t Isaw him at
the window, gasping, and throwing up bia head, and cluteh-
ing at his month—and—' Sosan: * Oh, 'taint nothing o™
that sort ! He was licking & postage stamp, and it's stuck
to the roof of his mouth

Jack : ‘1 don’t see why you girls shonldn's hustle aronnd
like the rest of us and do things for yourselves ! You could
save lots of money by makiog your own hats and gowns.”
Laora : *I'd just [ike to koow what yon do for yoursell
Jack: *I* Why, I've been making my own cigarettes ever
since the 1st of January.’

A DiFFerexcE—Husband : * 1 think I can have this hat
blocked a0 that it will do thi» winter.” Wile: “ Yes; of
course. You are a rensible fellow.” Husband: * Aod yon
can make your hat do, too, by baviog—'* Wife: * Indeed !
Do you think I will wear = last winter's bat? Yon are the
most foolish man [ ever saw.’

GALLANTEY.—A Frenchman's gallantry to ladies is said
to be always equal to an epergency. At a party a geatle-
man of that race stepped beavily npot the toe of a lady who
locked np with an an, frown. * Pardon, madame,’ he
maid, bowing low; “but I have forgot to bring my micro-
scope.” * Your microscope? 'Bot yes: for to nee ze leetle
feet of madame !*

A NIcE HU5BAND. —* How is your bnsband ¥ * I suppose
be s quite well, but 1 eannot sa p(lll‘.l::!f that he is. We
bave not spoken for several weeks.’ ' Good gracious ! Have
{:u quarrelled? *Oh, no; we are the beat of friends, 1

lieve, but, you sew, he is engaged in playing s game of
chees by telegraph’

She was one of the prospective crop of aweet girl gradu-
ates, and be, stroking tie rot growth of down on Lis lip,
had been worsted in an lrFuruen! on the soperiority of the
sexea By way of a final clincher she said : * Look ar the
vessel, & rublime and grand creation. They always rail a
vessel ‘‘she.”’ *Well," said be *that's becanse she's no
good till she's manned.”

NEVER ACAIN.

A'FRENCHmAN, who tangbt French at ove of the coueges
for the education of soung ladies in Edioborgh, waa ex-
tremely poncioal, and waa regularly at bis place every
morning at nine o'clock. One morniog, bowever, he came
in foily balf-an-bour late, and, noticing the aatonished looks
of the youog ladies, be begsn spologising for his lateoes
thus :—' You must excuse me for being late this morning,
ladies, but the fact of the matter is my wife bas bad o feefs!
boy. However, I gite you my word of booour it will sot
occur again.’
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