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A RUNAWAY MATCH.

BY JEANFTIX LINDEN.

- 30U were aaking about John Aikin. You
had not gons to China, had you, when
his windfall eama ¥
*Inheriting his uncle’s property, do
o mean? It was jost before [ left.
hat a pompous old Jackass he was, to
be sure, but hia danghter was & little

darling.’ N
‘You are right’in hoth statements !
Take snother cigar. Hat if you thonght

John Aikin pompous when he was
achoolmaster at Eyreville, you should
have seen him sfter he came inr.odpos-
session of ten thousand & year and his
uncle’a splendid home. I've heard of people you can't
“ tonch with a forty-foot pole,” and he was surely one of
them. Airs! To see him riding about in his open barouche
and bowing to his neighbours, was a study of condescension
for an emperor.  Aund poor littie I'olly had a bard time of
it

1

! When dida’t she bave a hard time of it? There wasn't
a boy in the school who didn't pity Polly, if she was the

hool ’s dangh When we were all out shonting
and plu,?ing. wo could eee her, buried in a big check aproa,
reating from Latin gramwar and Euelid by beating eggs for
her father's puddings, or roasting berself over a hot fire
<ooking his chopa. Why, he actoally let thac mite of &
girl black his boots. " I have seen her d{l it

* You never would have imagined it, however, if you had
mat Mies Aikin for the first time at Aikin Place,” Aikin
Place was what the ex-schoolmaster called his uncle’s
house, as soon as it became his own. And poor little Poll
naver had a harder time cooking his chops and blacking his
boats than she had in acquiring the dignity he considered
proper in his daughter's position. To see his frown when
she nodded to an old friend, instead of sitting ssity erect
and inclining her head half an inch, was to know something
of the child’s daily martyrdom. She must never walk in
the roads or lanes—Miss Aikin's carriage was always at her
command. She must never wear a dress in which ahe counld
vomp or rnn—Miss Aikin's wardrobe contained the richest
silks and velvets. She must never run out to see an old
friend, or invite one to tea—Miss Aikin made formal ealls
and gave stately entertainmente.”

* Poor little Polltrl 1t muat have been amusing to see
the wee bright child trying to be & grand lady.’

‘John Aikin allowed the business gf the estate to remain
in my hands, and I was a frequent visitor at the house.
Bat never did he come down off “hia stilis for me or allow
Polly to forget one raifie of her new dignities. Sometimes,
if she chanced to be alone, I fonnd the bright, unaffected
Polly we all loved, but as soon as her father entered the
room she froze.’ - N

*She was alwaya afraid of him.”

* And yet she did dely him at last. Yon remember Will
Marshall ¥ :
‘Well! And, bless me, he waa Pelly’s lover when she

had not conquered the alphabet,’s; . ..

*And remsined her lover ever after. That was the
trouble.” :

* Bat what waa the matter? He was as fine a fellow as
-aver breathed, and old Marshall was rich 1

* Was rich, you see:  As long as Mr Marmshall was one of
the richest men in-the state, Polly’s love aifairs ran on
smoothly. Will's horse waas fastened at the gate of Aikin
Place every day, and many an hoar Polly and he spent
riding through the shady lanes about Eyreville. Not one
word of opposition was made to their engagement, and if
Polly ever did have any natural free enjoyment, it was
when she was with Will, and away from bher father. Her
wedding cards were out, and Mr Aiken was preparing to
astonish the country by the rmaghificence of the marnage
feativitiea when old Mr Marsball suddenly became bank-
rupt and committed suicide. At first it was anpposed
that the wedding was poatpooed out of respeet to the
memory of the bridegroom-elect’s father, but that idea ex.
ploded very speedily. Mr Aikio stratted about the village
swolling with indignation at the villanr that would have
made his daaghter the wite of & pauper.

* Bless me ! how long was this after he ceased to be but
8 few removes from a panpec himself ©*

" Abunt three years, Mise Aikin, he boasted, could marry
anybody—the best in the land. Bat Polly did not want to
marry anybody, Her ideas on that subject were very posi-
tive, and she wanted to marry Will Marshall. There were
terrible scenes, I was confidential friend of all the parties,
and [ was amazed to see what courage and spiriv shy, timid
little Polly possessed. The war lasted several months, and
Mr Aikin pushed forward the clasims of other suitors with
areat eneryy and perseverance. But Polly was as resolote
as he was, and one morning ook the train to York, met
‘Will at the station, and was married by noon, [ had the
telegram anncunciug that fact, with the request to ** Please
tell papa.”’

* There was a lively scene then, I imagine.”

* It was awful. [ have séen men in a rage, plenty of them,
bat [ never saw such fury as John Aikin's in my life. He
was Eairly livid.’

* I hate white rage."

¢ It means mischiel. John Aikin cursed Folly in terms
that made me shiver, old lawyer as 1 am ; he swore that not
one penny of his should go to Will Marsball if they both
atarved.”

*That was not likely. Will Marshall was not & man to
depend upon a rich father-in-lnw, were he ever so amiable.’

* No, hut still—but I will tell yoo that afterwards, I did
not send back the telegram John Aikin wrote out, becauss I
am put & brute, but I sent one of my own telliog Polly that
her father was very angry, and that there was no hope of

reseat forgiveness. I know she wrote several times, and
Ker letters were tossed iote the Gre unopened. Then 1 lust
sight of her for seversl years. In that time it became
& sort of grimn joke to we to draw up Jobn Aikin' v will two
or three tiines & year, and destroy if, to make anew one. [
thiuk | drew up at leaat & dozen, not oot of which was ever
vigned, Somatimes he left his property split up into por-
tions for fifty Jitferent charities ; sometlmes he divided it
amongst hie relatives ; sometimes ha lalt it in bulk to =

library : sometimes to & hospital ; but never ome shilling
was left 1o Polly or her husband.”

*But uhy did he never sign them ¥

* Superatitions. He believed that wigning & will slways
precetled speedy death. Why, there are wills in this office
wy father drew up forty yesrs ago, and the testators-to-bs
ate alive yet. Bat [ never told John Aikin that. I told
bim every yarn I ever heard aboat men who dropped dead
going bome from the lawyer's after they had signed their
wills, all the cases of heart disease and apoplexy that fol-
lowed their testamentary eiforte. I knew if he gied with-

oot & will Polly minst inherit his pm'!)en , and 1 wasn's
going to aun%in Polly’s light if I conl hefp ity
“ 1

Isme! Did he die then?

It was long sfter we had loag sight of Polly that people
began to shrag their shonlders and talk in low tones about
Jobn Aikin. Nobody liked him. Such aimw of superiority
are hard to swallow in a free country, and there was not a
man in Eyreville yuite ready 1o eat humble pie to Jobn
Aikin. So when he began to show signs of mental wesak-
ness there were plenty to nud and wink and laugh behind
his back., The first inkling I bad was in the wild directions
1 got about his buasiness affairs, anid when one day I bad tive
directly contradietory orders im ome note, I went for Dr.
Hi?. Alfter seeing his patient he sont for a York physieian,
and they both decided that he was as **mad as & March
hare.” We introduced a keeper inio the house as an old
friend come to make a visit, and I undertook to find Polly.
Litthe [ knew the task it wonld be., Letters were returned,
visitsa to York were unavailing, and sdvertisements of
the moet urgent kind wers unheeded. 1 was breaking down
with the weight of responsibility, for Mr Aikin was in falt
bodily health, and eunning as o fox. I was in terror all the
time lest he should do_some mischief, and yet I had ne
authority for shutting him up in an asylum.”

¢ I should have taken tha authority.’

¢ And perhaps he woald havg .recovered in & month and
sned you for false imprisonmmept. You see he was not a
raving Innatie, and there were times when he was aas zane
naanybody. Jnat when I was geiting desperate I received
a letter written by the superintendent of an imstitution for
the iustruction of the blind, stating that havingseen my ad-
vertisement, he wrote to eay that he had had a man named
‘William Marshall under his care, and thought he wmight ba
found if I so directed. He was quite sure this William
Marshall bad a soi named John Aikin, and thought it
wight be the man 1 was seeking.’ .

“Blind! Poor little Polly " ...

*I took the next train, and three days later I fonnd Will
Macshall, Polly, and sheir three children. Yom might well
say poor little Poily then. 'Will had injured bis eyesight by
writing late into the night, earning a mere pittance as a
clerk. ~ He had never had any boginess tminini. and found it
very hard to obtain any employment. I fear tl
near the starvation of which Pelly’s father spoke, and that
it was a want of proper nourishment that at fa'},: broke Will
down with typhoid fever, from which he recovered blind.
Bat this was after years of struggle, and when the youngest
of the children was nearly a year old, Brave little Folly
never lost heart, Will spoke of her as he might have done
of gn angel as he told me of her echeerfuluess, her courage
her hopeful spirit that never broke under all the bardens 1aid
uponit. Bhe bad taken in sewing, had tended in a store, had
fortytimes turned every pennyearned before spendingit. She
had never let an opportunity to work pass Ly when her little
bands could accomplish the task. When I &t lastfound her
she kad astab]iahedp a sehool for little children, and managed
to live on what she earned ; but it was well Will waa blind.
Could he have seen the pale little Polly who came in while
he talked, with hagﬁm’d face, gray hair and hollow eyes, I
think his beart would have broken. Only the cheery ring
of her voice was left of the Polly of old, and that, I am sure,
was cultivated to meet Will's ear. Sbhabby in dress, weari-
uess printed on every line of her face, with three pale, thin

children as shabby as herseif, Polly wrung my heart, tough - ’

as it is, It took rome argnwent to wake her retarn to
Eyreville, but she cante at last, as my guest. ‘To my relief
and amazement, Mr Aikin received them all as distingnisbed
guests from abroad. The beat in the house was not too
rood for them, and T ecould sapply money for all needs. Our
first care was to place Will under the treatment of an cenlist,
who gave bat little hope at firat, bot after a year of ** build-
ing up” of the whole system, undertook an operation that
waa suceessful. By that time there was no question of Mr
Aikin's tnsanity, and the necessary legal measnres to give
his son-in-law conirol of his ml)erty were easily managed,
He lived three years after Polly came home, never once
recognising her, but sometimés insisting he was enter-
taining one royal visitor, sometimes another. They were
very kind to him, humouored all bis whins, and T think
little Polly mourned sincerely when be died. But if you
call at the house now, 1 am amre you will have cordial
freﬁting from your old schoolmates, Will Marshall and
Yolly.” . e P .

‘Iywi.'ll certaioly call. Midnight! How time flies!
There are a ‘lot-of other people I want to ask about, but if
there is as long a story for each one as you have just told
me, we must postpone onr gessip until to-merrow.”

¢Good-night, then, Buot, beware ! Don’t tell my elienta
that I goezip, or the resnlta will be dresdful 1

FLAG BRAND, PICELES AND BAUCE cannot be equslled.
HiYwiRD Bros., Manuf. . C h —(Anv're?
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LONDON AND .PARIS FASHIONS.

(3EE FASHION-PLATE, PAGE 306.) P |

BOME of the smartest and daintiest Parisian millinery,
eopecially designed for late winter and early spring, may
soen st the p These designs represent in-
variably all that is newest and most chic in the way of -
Freoch fashions. Our artist has sketched a selaction of
gmw bonnk eots oo page 308, which cannot fail to be of
interes

No. 1 i» goite & novel Jittle bonnet, with the l.hnipl -
pointed sugar-loal ¢rown sc mneh worn in Paria. t‘s
made of jet open-work, with a becoming brim of lsce and
jet, and_a full rosstte bow of black vﬁvei ribbon at the
haﬁk. z'l‘he I;I.rmg:hm ulaobn!)l glack NI“I': .

0. 3 1n & large shape in black open-work erinoline atraw,
trimmed with a big bow of -eoloured surah, and having
in front a large 'qa buckle, throngh which ia drawn
of gold surab.  High at the bu:k%he crown is trimmed with
clusters of black ostrich feathers and  gold aigrette.

No. 3 is an exceedingly amart bonnet of fine black n
trimmed both in front and at the back with bows of,zm
galon, embroiderad with jet. Small wing-dn.m jetted
ornaments are placed on_either side, and af the back thers
is a tall black osprey. Tied with stiings of black velvet,
this will be found a wonderfully beeoming honnet.

No. 4 is a novel kind of hat mads in ng-and-blmk striped
straw, and with the brim.very prettily canght np at the
bhack, The trimming commists of siart bows of red velvet
and gronpa of amall birds of black plamage. . The bows and
birds ars l;:lm:ed #0me at. the back of the hat and some in
front, with an excellent :?— moat original effect.

No. & is one of the neweafvariations on the toréador shape,
enitable for samimer wear.” The crown is of fawn erdve de
chine, very fully gathered,'while the brim is of brown velvet,
closely covered with fawn straw passementerie. The brim
is cut away on one side to show a small bow of dark brown
velvet. Ostrich tips and an aigrette, with some ribbon bows,
form the trimming at the back, -

FASHION SCRAPS.

. The cheath skirt® is ‘nncomplimentary’ to tall, sli
women, and it outlines and emphasises the adipose eo;mso;::

of a short, stont one.  Wornen who like neither the bell nor ~

the sheath skirt, with fan back, and whoe have tired of plait-
mFu, take refuge in the moderately gored ekirt, with u';ther
8 long apron overdreas open op the side to the belt, or with
a similur foundation, graced with draperies i Ia Greeque.
Square-toed and round-toed boots are coming in, say the
l‘t"nrowmg. _ﬂ:Ne :ﬁaf::nng thgljut 'of t|l:: pointed forms,
omen with am. are smiling, for t thin,
'bult:t:n themsalvuli:lz‘t:; sl;orter nu.g. ¥ ¥ they can
ng, grey pearl kid gloves seem to be the proped thin,
at the mnuyneés They go with the inevim';slepebfnneh %;
violets moat excellently. .
Pale green, apricot, light blne, aud rose de chine are pre-
ferred eolours in spring millinery. - .
A new materisl is tulle el:a::fla-—thnt is, tulle sparkling
It makes a toque with a large white
velvet bow arran, a8 an digrette in the back, with in
fr%u%u & great ldd nttem‘-iﬂy. ?
ive pretty bridesmaide at & pretty wedding wore
frocke of the pale shade of Nenpolitai violeu? loopedm:vpl?l:
silver girdles over petticoats of silver brocade. Their white
hate had Neapolitan violets for trimmings, and they carried
basketa of the same flowers mixed with valley lilies. _

DON'T BE A BACHELOR.-

YQUNG man, don't Jive a egnety bachelor. - -

It is not good for you. - .- -

It will peither improve: orals, your health, nor your
beﬂ!ty b Co LT

arry 8¢ you ean nake it ‘convenient, and as i -
shape your affuirs to support & wife. b noyon om

But when you marry don't fall in love with a face instend
of}n{wom%n. hat . B

emember that comimon sensé in n rare virto L] :
bhju)n silver, and ﬁold. and fashion. . - % mach better .
on’t court and marry dress and money- #im,
cause it is dress and golig in plenty, but lns)’olr. or eoml:ili";rl:::
tical sense io & woman first ; that is the touchstone to try
ber other qualities by, - :

When yon have that all else comes. - g T

.Your wile that is to be, if she is folt of commmon BENBE
:‘ll] grow o your way of thinking, and make yon grow to

ars. -

A woman that has womanly love in her heart will find
ways to make your love towards her grow s the ¥ears grow
over you hoth. Foa -

And another thing needs to be heeded, and that js—a
commwon-seNse woman is pot 1o be found where fashion in-
sists upon dragging your lemales into s whirl, where there
is simply idle gossip and tattle.

Young man, dop t stand looking after that oung woman
with the distinguished air, the rep ion of & girt and belle,
and whose father hos henps of cash ; for it is not impossible
that while you are straining yonr eyes that WAY, You may

;e

WHOLESALE & FAMILY WAREHOUSKS,

UASREL NTRERT, ONRISTORURCNE ;
AND AT DUNEDIN AND LONDON.

and beat varisty in the colony 0 choose from

DI | [ c |
t Stook
m{mﬁmy Juanlitios 6t WHOLESALE FRIOES. 8

facilities
for coun orders and distant cuwitomers, Bam; lcos, sad
fall pn‘t.l.tgluu on application, ot P

B. HALLENSTEIN, E. C. BROWN,
Chalrman. Manager.

~
STRANGEBS visiting Christchurch are freeg\ent.lg at n
Toan Lo know where they can buy Additions to their TOLLET
or OUTFIT to best advaniage. We can recommend

MESSRS SHAW, ROBINSON, AND CO.,

THE HALL, HIGH-STREET,

as holders of Extenalve Brocks, who offer svery faollity for busl
nosw. and are reliable people,

be torning your back upon some snobtrusive demsel, wh
nat has cat out for your better-half, and who l'n‘: ol:
just thet pleasant-f , placid-tempered, lovable ﬁma
cn:;h;rehwho ‘T:i“ th‘i’nk enough of you to go with you to the
end of the world, and stay by and comfort
groy-haired and fidgetty :[1 v 07t 308 when you get
o arry, young gentleme!:, I.I!d‘ keep vourselves oot of
‘I“lm‘u m:nl:éthing ? live for. "
man aluns iy the world isn't wore than half
the world wanta entire men. & than, “d
50 mend yourself and be happy.

To lengthen the lifs of cut flowers, chip the stews nad
Tet thern rest for » while in steaniing hot water, Thin will
re-vlore t,b;ir :"r.elll;neu ;

onng husband (meeting his wife nt the rajlw tation):
. Didn'sll ;e]eg:rlph }-gi‘:i not',r t: bring yonr motb:! '.’- .Y:ao:;l)g
wite : * now yon N at’s what ahe
abupt.  She read the telegram.’ . eu.m to see you



