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TIHE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

300 people came fromn town and elsewhore to witness
the meet, which was leld st the Thies Kings scliool-house,
where all the riders assembled, and were given their badges,
red lor the beavy weights (13 stone or over), and white for
the light {11 stone or over). The heavy.weighta were Mr
W. Sliera, on Hradlaugh ; olonel Dawson, on Tke; Mr
Fred Sheva, on Mr Lockhart's Erle; Mr Paul, on Dondee ;
Mr . Yonge, on Fly; Mr Abbot, on Mr Percival's Jim.
The light weights were Mr Bloomfield, on Hachelor ; Mr ¥,
Werr-Taylor, Kangaron; Mr Ketclewell, Don ; Mr Yonge,
on Mr Larret's Gaadalyniver; Mr Paul, Mangere ; Mr Gil-
more, Tumato; Mr T, M¢Laughlin, on Mr Percival’s Tommy.
They rode towards Mount Albert, and were pointed vut their
course, which was really & very atiff one aboat tive miles ia
length, by the three mastera—>Messrs Percival, Garret, and
McLaughlin, The start was made a4 the back of Mount
Albert, and the tinish at Three Kings. ‘T'he first one to have
a sl was Mr Fred Slera on Mr Lockhart’s hurse, the
pext one Mr Hloomtiell on Hachelor. This lorse ought
really to have won, as it was the beat in the lield, and
a well knuwn steaplechaser. Colonel Dawson got into
& swamp, and had am ugly fall. By this time many
had given in, as the pace was very fast; also the
erowd roashed some, and spoiled thelr jumps. Mr
V., Kerr-Taylor, wha was then second, had a very masty
fall. He was riving a fLive-year-old youngster, Han-
paroo whose foot cauglt in & spike of o gate he
was  jumping, and threw hie rider, who lost over
twenty ninates in trying to catch bis hovse.  Many
others got ount of their conrse, wetting into barbed
wire, and had to return. The winners of the heavy and
light weiclts were two brothers, Messrs Fanl, who wero
riding horses which were in training; besides, the riders
seemed to know the country well.  Mr Shera, on Brad-
laugh, eame in second, but I cannot remember who was
third, Tn thelight weights Mr T. McLaughlin, on Tomwmy,
came second, ﬂnﬁ Mr V. Kerr-Taylor, on Kangaroo, third.
It was really a very unplensant day for anything like this,
such heavy showers were constantly falling, making the
ground very heavy. Mr Gilinore, on Tomato, was seen
abont an hour after the finish pulling down rails,
datarmined, I soppose, to get vound the course b
hook or by cmol(. [ do oot know if he suecceeded,
bat [ do know many farmers were very much anunoyed.
Amongst those present driving I noticed the Mayor
(Mr Upton) and family ; Misses Hussell, Mrs Kerr-
Taylor and family : Misses Whitaker and Wilkins, and Mr
Lockhart, lonking extremely ill ; Misand Miss McLaughlinj
Mr Stewart, driving Tandem with Mr and Mis McFailane ;
Mr and Miss Ansenne, with Miss Cameron and Mr Clayton ;
Mrs {Col.}) Dawson. Those riding were Mesdames Bews,
‘Thiele, Laurie, aud Bloomtield, the Misses Dunnett, Perci-
val, Kerr-Taylor, Firth, Hesketh (2), Buckland, Yooge and
Sheplierd. Everyone went away quite satisfied that the
first Steeplechase had been a preat success.

There was also to have been a tandem meet, but only one,
T believe, turned up.

At the usual menthly social in connection with St. Sepul-
che'a Churely, held in the schoolroom, the Rev. J. Haselden
exhibited some lovely magic-lantern slides, illustrating
Tennyson's poem,’ * Enoch Arden,” which was elfectively
read by the exhibitor. These slides, togelher with real
works of art, just arrived from Home, and shown to the de-
lighted andience, viz., * Ecce Homo,” * Kaphael's Nativity,
ete,, ete., are very ditferent in style and finish to the mnagie-
lantern slides s nsunlly seen.  “T'iese are well worth any
one’s attention, and [feserved the [raise they received, Un-
fortunately, some buys, who called themselves young
gentlemen, behaved in A most disgraceful maoner, making
uneouth and disagreeable noises, and rendering themselves
an almost unbearable nuisance. [t is to be hoped their
parents will not apare the rod, for they richly deserved it.

T believe Mrs Uwen, kpsom, had a dance, which it was
impossible to postpone, but which was robbed of many
guest by the suddan demise of Mrs Tonks.

Many of our fair readers who take an interest in fowls
should have pone to the Ponltry Show held at Aitken's
Auction Mart. [t was the beat show we have had for many
& long time. I was glad to notice that several ladies were
suceessful in winning prizea for their fuwls.

A remarkably successful bazaar has been held io aid of
St. James’ Hall Debt Extinction Fund in connection with
the Preshiyberian Chureh.  The Ladies’ Association worked
right nobiy to ensure the happy gross result of £123 9s 2d,
which, when all expenses were paid, showed the gooldly
credit balance of £100. Sowne people vthink a bazaar great
fun. I detest them, but am assured that this particular one
was free from many objectionable elements, particularly
the very disagreeable pertinacity so frequently shown
by ‘!adies in their neshod of worrying visitore, es-
pecially gentlemen—some of them clerks who have no
money to spare—into taking tickets in lotteries. Possibly
aome of our good and usnally conscientious ladies would be
shocked to know that they have by these innocent (?) means
foatered or even called into existence a taste for gambling
which may even develop inte & peachant for cheating at
bacenrat.

The experiment is being tried of opening nur Museum and
Art (allery to the public on SBunday alternoons. How it
will answer remaine to be seen. The idea is, I believe, that
the inspection of works of art will lead ple up to loftier
viaws of life, and elevate their tastes. Frobably some good
ancred music, eapecially vocal aelections, auch as *Thers is
a tircen Hill Far Away,” would have an excellent effect on
the non-church goers,

HiNEMoA.

Tue Unsgex TUua.—Oftimea{saye Oliver Wendel Holmes)
I have seen & tall rhip glide by apainst the tide, as if drawn
by sune invisible tow-line, with & handred strong arms pull-
injr it. Her sails were unlilled, ber streamers were droaping,
whe had neitlier nide-wheel nor atecn- wheel ; stillshamovedon
utntely, in serene trinmph as with her own life.  But [ knew
that on the other nicde of the ship, hidden beneath the greas
bulk that ewsm so mrjestically, there was a little toilvmne
atenmi-tog, with & henrt of fire and arma of inm, that waas
tugging it bravely on; and 1 knew if the little team-tug
antwined her arm amd left the ship, it wonld wallow and
roll almut, and drift Lither and thither, and go ofl with the
retluent tide, no man knows whither.

*ORBR' CORRUGATED TRON will cover more—a long
way inoro—thst any other iron, and for quality bas no equa’.

NELSON.

DEAR BEE, . AvuusT T.

I must write you another short letter since you
have been so kind as to uinwlad e iy last. We went to
& concert given in aid of the Athletic Company. 1t was
arran on an entirely new principle, the performers heing
868 on the staye, at the beginning of the evening, aa in &
drawing room, tastefully and cheerfully set out. A small
table woa set with cakes and coffee, to which the per-
foriners Relped themaelves when so inclined. Mrs and Mies
tireentield played a duet which all enjoyed, owing to the
unsurpassed method in which these ladiea play. Miss Fell
accompanied several songsters. Mra Houlker, Mrs Walker,
Miss I'ratt and Miss Heeven all sang and were dezervedly
encored. Maesara Grace, Fell, Zimmerman, Caltz, Joyuok,
Wix, Gilbert, Kirkly and some others also lent their ail.
1 must describe sume of the performers dresses first, Mrs
Houlker wore a black lace with pale green ribbona; Mrs
Walker and Miss Pratt in white; Miss Keeves, white;
Miss Greentield, red ; and Miss L. Fell in a lovely plain
dove-col § dress, slashed sleeves with black velvet,
and & bag to match baoging at her side. Among
the audience I noticed Mrms Tercy Adams, dark blue
satin with red plush opera e¢loak; Mra Watts, hand-
some -dark brown mantle, white cap with pearls and
EMB heliotrope feather ; Mrs Fell, dark eashmere with

onnet and eape to match ; Mrs Roger Kingdon, handsome
blaek silk, black velvet bonnet with ospreys and tan suitde
gloves; Miss Curtis, & perfect fitting tweed gown with bat
and gloves to match ; Miss Watson, handsome seal hali
mantle, tweed skirt ; Mra Patterson in red skirt, red pongee
body and red pupgies in hat; Miss Sybil Brown, in dark
Llue dress trimmed with fur plush.

Professor Anderson ia to give an exhibition of magie
tricks, but as he attacka the ladies in the front seats, they
are mostly loth to go, as few of ue eare tosit and expect
him to extract eggs, ete., from our hair, do we? I believe
he ie very goad.

MovLnig,

SYDNEY GOSSIP.

PR

DEar BEE, AvVGUST L.

Une sees many New Zealand faces in Sydney
just now. Among others here are Mra Murray and her
youngest daughter, who intend paying a lengthy visit, and

ra and Miss Stevenson (Remuers), whe bave just reiurned
from Melbourne. Miss Edith Isancs is vistting Mrs A.
Wilson, wnée Taylor, at the North Shore, and Miss L.
Durieun is also staying at the North Shore.  OF the sterner
sex, Mr W. Burton, so well known to Aucklanders, is
always ¢n epidence, and among the passengers by the lasi
boat from New Zealand were Mr A, (;, Horton and his son,
though as yet I have not seen them, Kumour hath it that
Mr Giblin, of the Bank of New Zealand here, is to return
te Auckland at no very distant date. -

Of conrse Sara Bernhardt bas been all the rage, houses
literally packed every night, all dress-circle seats being en-

aged for the whole season heforehand. When T tell you
that for other parts of the house people begin to eollect at
the doors at twenty minutes to six, yon will nnderstand
what & business it is to et an ooreserved seat. It is known
that ' the divine Sara’leaves her hotel at a certain time
every day on her way to rehearsal, The result is a big
erowd to greet her when she appears, many peopla waiting
patiently half the morning just to geb a nearer view of the
great actresa. 'T'he dresses” worh in most cases are beauti-
ful, those of ' Clenpfitre’ being move drapiogs than dresses

terials hand 1y embroi d in gold and silver, and
held in placa at the waist by jewelled girdles. Her hair, of
which we have all heard eo manch—a decided copper red—is
always seen to advantape.

The Ionﬁ-expectﬁd organiat, Wiegand, has arrived from
Home, and is giving recitals at the Centennial Hall, in
which his organ is. He is delighted with the instrument,
and eonsiders it the best he has ever played on.

Going through some of the shops laat week, I saw ab
Farmer's—a large ond_ well-fitted establishment — many
simple and haudsome thioge for evening wear. One wasa
black dress of soft filmy stuff, embroidered down the front
and round the hem with gold in buttercup pattern. The
baby body bad round the corsage, back and front, a heavy
wreath of buttercups. Transparent gold butterilies on the
shoulders finished the costume, which was dainty and
pretty. Going to wraps, they are numerons in siyle and
eolour, but being one thing or the other, very long or ve
short. One I admired on a very pretty girl was of ric
cream cashmere reaching to the hem of the ekirt, wadded
and lined with guilted gold-colomed silk, the deep yoke
bein{g handeomely trimmed with gold passamenterie, the
whole being finished with an edging of soft feather trimming
down the front and round the high collar. In walking
dresses the rough tweeds s0 much woin are mostly tailor-
made, the bodices being either round, or with very deep
tabs, The Newmarket jacket is much affected, though in
mome cases is made 8o long as to exaggerate the idea. The
fininbicg when in these styles i either in velvet or thick
silk enrd, Long straight capes, with Eoiubed yokes nnd
pleated from the shoulder, are very much worn.  In head-
gear there ia little or no change at ‘)resent. The spring
gonds, if the weather improves, will be shown shortly,
when we may expect to see pomething new.

The latest news of your old towosmaa, the IRev. David
Bruce, is hardly eatisfactory, he being & victim to the pre-
vailing epidemic, ivfluenza, His daughter, Mre Clarke,
ol her husband are at present atazinf at the North Shore,
and talk of paying & visit to New Zealand s the end of the
Yenr.

Bishap Selwyn, who has slightly improved in health, left
for England with his family by the Ballarat yesterday.
AROCHA.

Stranger (in Melbourne): ' Where are all thore gentlemen
going?  Resident: *They sve going to bid farewell 1o =
popnlar micsionary to China who has been very smeceseful
1o tesching the heathen the goapel of jove and pence.’ *I
see. And where is this gang of Loys going?  They are
going to stons a Chinese funeral.’

A WOMAN WITH A CENIUS FOR INDISCRETIONS.

Mus LEE locked np from the letter she was reading.
*Cousin Charlotte is coming to spend a month with us,’ she
aaid.

There was a sudden silence ; atartled dismq,yed glances

aronnd the breakfast table Mra David Lee, who
just been brought home a bride, asked, * Who and what
is Cousin Charlotte *'

The judge made haste to answer—?* Miss Charlotte Bell is
s most lovable woman of about thirty. She has a fine in-
tellect and & warm heart. There is no scheme of philan-
throg)y in which she dues not take part.’

* She is » beauty, too !' exelaimed one of the buys. *1 do
not know & more beantifnl woman.’

¢ Bhe is a faithiul Christian,’ said Mrs Lee, gravely.

* If she ia perfection why do yon dread ber coming? Mrs
David asked her husband when they roee from the table.

* Wait and you will see,” he said.

Cousin Charlotte telegraphed the next day, * Coming o
night traia.”

There were six trains that night from London, Judge
Lee and David hausnted the station from eix o'cloek untit
two in the morning, bat no Cousin Charlotte. The night
was cold and stonoy, and the judge went home aching with
lambago. All of the next day and night some of the Lee
family were on guard at the station, but they watehed in
YAIN.

Two daya later she arrived gay and smiling. * Yon ex-

cted me? Too bad! I changed my mind, and really

orgot to wire you. I must ask you to leok after my tronk,
¥ haven’s the least idea what I have done with it.’

For two days David was busy sending telegrams in every
direetion for the missing luggage, whiﬁs Coasin  Charlotie
forged upon the girls’ wardrobes for gowns, enllais, and other
such thingls.

Miss Bell never rose in time for breakfast, and was sure
to be absent at luncheon and dinper time. Her meals there-
fore, had to be prepared separately. The cook rebelled, the
chambermaid gave warning, Cousin Charlotte made
wumerous appointments with people concerned in benevolent
work to come to the bouse, and then went out snd forgot
them. She always kept the family waitiog an honr for ggr
t0 dress when they were going to a concert or lectore,

She appointed a conference with dischiarged prisoners for
the same evening that Mra Lee had chosen for a recep-
tion in honour of the bride. The gay young people and the
quondam thieves and burglars met in the parmr.

Through all these discomforta Misa Bell passed, smiling
airily. ‘Really, I forgot,’” or, * the matter was s0 petty it
esca my notice,’ was her only apology.

With her heart full of kindness to all the world, she had

a singular faeility for saying unpleasant things, She de-

nounced the Pope to a Catholie, insisted on helping a Jew

to ham and oysters, and described the horrors of a death

‘fir.om consumption to a young girl already hectic with that
18288,

* 1 understand,’ said the private secretary to a stockholder
in & gas company, * that Sir Edwin Amo{d got £5,000 for
his * Light of Asia.”” ! Yon don't say so I’ waa the reply.
‘What was it, gas or electricity ¥

HAMMERLESS|

BREECH- |
LLOADING o
SHOT GUN.|o

ONLY 2 POUNDS

The PEERLESS HAMMERLESS GUN Is
cur lalesl offer to ibe Calgnial public and the
most marvellous value we have cver presenied

tor the money.
RA CLOEE BHOOTER,

£2.0.0]

y.
T LOADER,

HARD HITTER, and for i;ﬂl!!l’:ll utilily, equal to
uns costing TEN POUNDS or more. Can gnly
f;e ught direct from us, or our aothorisel

agents. very finely finished, browned barrel,
and walnut stock, Witk steel heel-plate, perlect
ejectors, and hammerless action, lateral breech,
rio awhkward breaking gear, tag br loaded
instantaneously, - ne  janming of cartridges,
pever misses or hangs firc.

These puns are, WITHOUT DOUBT, the
GCHEAPEST and BEST cver Bold, We have
obtained crnrel of the market, and as the
supply Is limited, reguest gustomeis 1o order
early \e avoid defay and disappainunent.

In order to insure confidence in these guny
we juarantés to refund the money afier a
trinl if gun proves uneallsiactery, and
also to pay return carriage cureelves.

“These guns tould never sold for donuble
the amouxi, If it were not that we wish them
to be a great advertisument forus,
THOUSANDS ARE NOW IR USE IR ENGLAND.

Hanimerless guns are fast displ.lcin.illln-: old
atyle, for the reason thal 1he absence of hamwers
is'safer, offering no obsiacle 1o eatch in bush,

.. to send guo off accidentally, and also
aflording a tAuir.Iler sight, which i3 very essen-
Lial in snap shoo!

ting.
BSpeclally ada (m‘ffornlbblta'l‘rl BhootIng.
AWELYE BORE ONLY BINGLE BARRE

ONLY.

The cheapust brevchloader sold heretofore
was at least double the price of this gon, and
we say pesitively, much infcrior,

The barrel and action of she Peerless ganare
of Egropean manufaciure and bave formerly
been rifie barrels, and of qulite as good quality of
mmetal as the most expchSive gun in use, bling
mannfactured ditectly umicr government super-
viston, and cnly passed alier most pevire lesis

The boring and cbamlb(-rimzi have been done
with the one view of hard hilling and close
shooting. So shinple and compact is the ariion,
1bat we mssert it {0 be alimosl an impossibility
{or them 10 kot out uf order.

Carriage’ Paid, Only £2.

Send £3 for the Cheapest Gun in Australln,
Postal Notes, Nonoy Drder, Chaqus, or Regls-

red lstiar,

“[( guur order in reteived not Jarer than Now,
1st, LB, we will give Gira 1m with sach gun,
wactof Loading Toals. retailed a1 s 6.

Addlaess, the GTORIA MANUFACTURING

& 1KEPORTING CO., 246 Collins 5t , Melbourne,




