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madsplain, and only alightly krained, aud adged sllronnd with
a band of dark green volvet, surmonnted with & nerrow gold
embroidery. The bodice Gtted perleeu?. and was cut low
with & vest of the velvel edged with gold, the sleevea being
, formed of & band of green veivet. Miss Freeman also wore
& dreas which suited Ber remarkably well—of rich black
nilk, with Medici collar lined with yellow, and fall puffed
elhaw sleeves. Another lovely black dreea was worn by
Misa Daisy Hoss—a blending of satin snd lace, with the
Mediei wlrl.r lined with & rich orange, and long handsome
ribbon streamers of the same colonr Lnishing the skirt
Miss irant wore & pretty dress of pink; Miss Stephenson,
le Liue silk, the skirt edged with a Hounes of lace ; the
Misses Brown (2), of Green Island, looked charming in
white; Misa Alexander, bloe silk and pink feathers;
Miss Aunderson, very beconming dress of black and
ambar silk; Misa West, white silk embroidered with
gold; Mra Whitson, very elegant black lace; Miss
Smith {Balclutha), pretty white silk and grenadine;
Miss Cutten, stylish black ; Misa “"lll_llma_, black
lace; Misa Wise, blue; Miss Nixon, white phmn ailk edged
with deep ruche of silk; Miss Moss, white; Misa Mae.
kerrow, pretty green tulle ; Miss Winnie Mackerrow, pink;
Misa Shand, white tulle apoited with blues Miss Hales,
white tulle spotied with green, the bodice finished with
green velvet ; Miss Wales, very pretty black dress: Misa
Kenyon, heliotrope silk draped with Bsherman’s net ; Miss
Met}aeen, bine draped with white tulle ; Miss Black, white
sitk and tulle: Miss Toglis, blue; Mea _Shsnd. .hlndsoma
black sille ; Miss Webaster, cream dress finished with green ;
Miss Ramsey, yellow ; Miss Black and Miss Longford, pretty
red dresses; Mrs l«aacs, white; Miss McLanghlin, black
eatin and lace: Misa Fitehett, pretty white; and Misa
Gordon, pink silk. . .

The drawiog-room entertainment was well patronised in
the City Hall Beside the tebleaux, & play, © Taken from the
French,' was acted by amateurs very well indeed. Miss
Gibson ond Miss A. Sievwright wera the only ladies acting.
Miss Gibson looked charming in & dress of delaine, made
vory simply, and a becoring hat to match; Miss Sievwn'.g'hh
wore a réséda dress with salmon pink Liberty silk trimming,
and a pretty hat to match with feathers th ladies acted
very naturally and unaffectedly. Miss Joel, who sany very
aweetly, wore a French grey silk with frills on the bodice
and skirt, and Miss Vivian, who also sang very we.ll, WOTS B
dress of pale blue silk with white opera coat. Littla Misa
Gibson played a banjo duet with Mr Baker, keeping ver{

d time throughout, and wore n})retty terra.cotta plus!
gor:ss with lace a1 neck and cuffs, OF the fadleanr it is hard
to mame any epecial ones, but ‘ Sleeping Beauty,’ * Venus’
Mirror,” and the second scene from * Bluebeard,’ were the
best, 1 think. Among the andience I noticed Mesdames
Edwards, Moore, Fincﬁ, Williams, Ritehia, Dowling, Siev-
wright, Gibson, Neill, Macdonald, Neville, and the Misses
Farqubar, Asheroft, Stevenson, Backhonse, and Gualter.

Mirs Davidson, of Royal Terrace, gave a large afternoon
tea in hooont of Miss Maitlaod's approaching marriage.

Mras E. Heynolds gnve a small afterncon tes. Among
those preseat were Mrs and Miss McLean, Mra Garrat, Misa
Garrat, Mrs and Mliss Sise, and Miss Reynolds.

Mrs Williams has had a successful lnneh party.

My and the Misses Cargill gave an aiternoon tea at the
<Ciilfs,’ Mrs Petre played » very presty piano sole, Mrs
Mills eang, and Mrs Ireland’s children recited, Atnong
those present were Mrs Hosking, Mra and Miss Belcher,
Mrs Ogston, Mra Williams, Miss Rattray, Miss Backhuuse,
Miss Cutten, Mrs Ferguson, and Mra McKenzie.

Miss Maitland is being married now, so [ shall have an
aceoant for you in my nest letter. i

Early one morning last week Miss Reeves was married at
St. Martin’s, North Exst Valley, to Mr Clapperton, t_he Rev.
Brian King ofticiating. Only the relatives of the bride and
bridegroom were present at the ceremony, but in the after-
noon bira Reeves entertained between seventy and eighty
gaests to afternoon tea, when the namerous and costly
wedding preseats were exhibited, among which were chegues
amounting to over £120, There were prasent duriog the
alfternoon Mm Tuarner, Mrs Smith, Miss Brent, Mrs B.
Martin, Miss Uallsnder, Miss Tualey, Miss Kempthorne,
Miss Gifford, Mrs Reid, the Misses Hell (2),
Misses Hepburn (2), Mre J. Park, Mrs_R. Gray, Miss B.
Alartin, Mies Horsey, Miss L. Mitchell, Mrs J. Todd, Mrs
Eva, Mra Ziele, Mr Martin, Mr Coughtry, Mrs }F. and the
Misses Roberts, Mrs and Miss Fitcbett, Mrs 1. N. Reid
{Palmerstoun), Mra Royse, Mrs and Miss Mackerras, Mrs
and Miss Ulrich, Mrs and Mies Shand, and Misses Tewsley,

Alves, and Hardy. MAUDE.
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Quite the most important event of the week,
both musicaliy and socially, bas been the Auckland Choral
‘Snciety’s third concert of their season in the Choral Hall.
The large building was crowded with a fashionable and
critical audience, B large number of performing members
also being present. The works_lpe_rformed were Spobr's
+ Last Judgment’ and Haydn's * Third Mass,' and in both
works the Society achieved coosiderable success, the
choruses especinlly being throughout remarkably goud.
In the *Last Judgment' the solus were taken Ly Misa
Battley (soprano), 3lrs H. F. Edger (alto), Jr W. Martin
{tenor), Mr Cornelius Taylor (_bus]. It_:l the Mm the
soprana solus were taken Ly Miss Francis Harding ; alto,
Mis Edger; tenor, Mr D. Martin; bass Mr J. Worrell,
Miss Harding made her début as asoloist in the Society, and
provesl ]1eraeﬁ'udecided acquisition.  Professor Carl Schmit,
as usual conducted, and Herr Futschka. led the orchestra
Miss Battiey was gowoed in soft white #ilk, the bodice high,
with small Medici collay edged with swansdowg, elbow white
kid gloves; Mra Edger wore créme silk, and long white
kil glovea; Miss Harding wore s pretty gown of white
aatin, the bodice cut low and the sleeves short, long white
kid gloves. The ladies in the chorus, as usnal, wore white
or créwe gowns,  Amonyst the audience were Mrs Tennant
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Carrd, wearing s very handsome black silk gowa, gold

arnamenta ; Mrs Devore also wore black silk, with & ficha
of ovely white Iace; Miss Devore, black evening riress ;
Misa Harley, prau{ gown of black silk and net; Mra T.
Cotter, iandsume loug erimeon cloak berdered with fur;
Mis P. A, Edutiston, black silk gown, terra-colta plush
mantle; Mea  Atkiusun, black costume, gold aina-
suents ; Miss Juhnstone, black evening diees, plunh

mantla; ber mistar wore ¢réme and bloe; Mim Hamlin,
black »ilk and lace gown, the low bodice trimmed with
jet; Mra W. Simms, pretty ¢réme eveniog dress, erimion
opera mantle ; Miss Fenton, black silk and lace evenin
dress ; Mise Cohen, black, handsnme ¢rimaon opera eloa
embroidered with gold; Mus Russell {Ramuers), pretty
dove-groy gown ; her younger sisters wore datk frocks;
Mias Hesketh, wery presty pale blue silk evening dreas;
her two gonnger hiaters wera, respactively, attired in
pale pink aad ¢rimiaon; Mrm R H. Stevenson, black
silk gown; her two charming danghters wore dark
owns ; Miss Upton waas also in & dark costame ;
Mrs Kilgour, black silk gown: Misa Kilgonr, dark
gown pretty pals Llue mantle with revers of mos
green ; Miss  Hamilton, ve‘rry prefty gown of ecoral
pink veiling; Mra Archdale Tayler, black evening dress,
erénie silk cape; Miss Culpan, pretty créme net gown ; Mie
Henderson, hecoming pale blue evening dress ; Miss Hall,
black silk and lace gnwn: Miss Maecdoosald, black evening
awn ; Mras Shirley Baker, black silk gown; Miss
aker, very pretty pale Eink gown; Mra Tehbs, black
rilk ; Mra Walker, pale bine silk gown, plush mantle;
Miss Burns, créme Liberty silk gown: Mm J. B.
Brigham, rich black silk gown; her little danghter
wore & pratty créme ailk frock : Mra Donald, da~k plaid
gown ; Miss Hall, grey costume ; Mra Windaor, black gown ;
Mra Vineent Rice, dark blue and white Howered silk gown ;
Mrs Harding black silk gown: Mre Murray, black silk;
Miss Anderzon, black silk and lace evening dress ; Miss
Owen, pretty pale green gown; Miss Wilson, heliotrope
ﬁnwn. créme opera cloak ; Mra Gribben, black silk ; Misa
Vatson, eréme ailk and gauze gown relieved with gold
ribbons ; Mrs Cook, navy blue silk ; Mrs Davia, dark wine-
caloured silk gown ; Madame Tutschka, hlack.

When the tirat of the district football cup matches wae
played the whole proceeds were devoled 'h‘y the Rughy
Union to local ebarities. The weather was glorionaly fine,
and consequently a large number of ladies wara present,
bath at Potter's Paddock and North Shore. Amongst the
ladies on the grand stand at Epsom were Mra E. W,
Barton, wearing a sh{lish brown striped gown, short jacket,
and hrown felt hat ; Miss Spiera wore a black gown, atylish
little jacket, and felt hat with grey birds ; Miss Firth, navy
clotheostame, gem hatto mateh ; Misa C. Lawford, navyskirt,
and masherjacketfaced witherimson, and opening avera full
blonse bodice of white spntted with crimison, gem hat and
erimson parasol ; Misa Jervis, navy blue serge skirt and
masher jacket, erimson bloase, gem hat ; Miss Hilda Ruck,
stylish navy costnme, small hat trimmed with feathers ; Mrs
Johnstone (Parnell), stylish dark fawn and brown checked
tweed costume, brown hat; Miss Davore, sage green skirt,
fawn jacket trimmed with fur, fawn and brown hat; Miss
Bertha Devore, navy blue costume ; Miss Evans, black gnwn,
plush jacket, black hat; Miss Macindoe, brown plaid

tweed gown, gem hbat; Miss Lusk, pavy gown, gem
hat, grey jacket; Miss Gould, brown twe costume,
fawn aod brown hat; Miss Atkinson, nnvy tweed gown,

Eretty little hat trimmed with eardinal ; ber sister wore a
rawn tweed gown, and bak to correspond ; Mra W, J, Rees,
checked tweed gown, handsome plosh mantle, small black
bonoet with scarlet bird ; Miss Rees, black gown, eardinal
bat, fur pelerine; Miss Meldrum, black costume, fawa
jackev; Miss Sellars, mavy pown, handsome seal plush
acket, browa hat; Miss Garlick, brown dress, black jacker,
atge fawn felt hat trimmed with brown; Mrs Edger,
myvtie green cloth gown, green hat with ostrich feathers;
Miss Upwon wns in brown; Miss Gorrie, black ; snd her
sister, in bLrown plaid tweed; Mrs W. Sharland, very
pretty navy gown, small navy hat with white ospreys ; Mrs
J. Arneil, aoother biride, was attired in a neat cinnamon
brown cloth costume, hat to correspoud, and fur peleriae ;
Miss Morgan, crimzon eostume, plush jacket; Mrs Rice,
dark brown coatume, bonnet to match, mantle bordered
with far; Miss Maraden, navy blue gown, jacket bordered
with sable, and small hat cumposedg of sable and scarlet
velvet ; Miss Williamson, navy gown, fawn felt hat, fawn
cloth coachman's cape; Miss Russell, pretty grey tweed
gown, grey felt hat.

The fourth dance of the season in conmection with the
Ponsonby Social L'nion was quite as successful and enjoy-
able as 1ts predecessors. The attendance was large, the
floor splendid, the supper excelleat, the music lovely, and

- paitners plentiful, the gentlemea being in the majority,

therefore it is mot surprising the evening proved exceed-
ingly pleasant. Mrs Drummond wore a very pretty ale
blue evening dress, long tan gloves ; Mrs RHeea, rich black
pilk gown; Mre Cossar, black silk ; Mrs Maorrin, black

patin; Mrs Kronfelt, black and ertme; Mrs Gentles,
very preity and becoming gown of white silk
and tulle fpished with msize ribbooa; Mra VY.

J. Geddis, ¢rome brocade and lace made with traio;
Mra Boak, blue tarlatan with blue ribbons; Mrs C.
Campbell, handsome black satin and lace gowa, gold orna-
menta; Mrs Laxon, becoming black evening dresa; Mre
Barilett, black velvet and lace pown, with aigrettes of gold
feathers and gold ribbons ; Miss Billington, coral pink veil-
ing with panel and trimimings of ruby silk ; Miss Clara Bil-
lington also wore pale pink ; Miss Mary Edwardas, ﬂsle green
cashmere and net; Miss Marin Edwards, pale pink veiling ;
Miss Court, pretty pink cashmeredress; Miss Owen, white
silk aod tulle with gold crescents: Miss Johnstone, gold-
coloured gauze over old gold vilk ; Misa M. E. teddis, prim-
rose muaslin with black velvet ; Miss Morrin, erdive Howered
muslio trimmed with ruby and gold ribbon ; Miss I’, Cosear,
exceedingly pretty and becoming pink cashmere grown ; Misa
Scott, pale pink eashmere, trained ;: Miss A, Scots, white
dress ;3 Miss Tapper, all white; Miss Laxon, white, with
ruby ; Miss Warren, black rilk anr lace, the coranpe finished
with a eluster of pink roses, roses in the hair ; Miss Wrighe,
white satin and Iace, with sigrettea of cardinal feathers;
Miss Hayles, pale pink net; Misa Davis, créme veiling;
Mra Culpan, black.

The members of the North Shore * At Home " beld their
third dance upon the same night, aod [ an told & monst en.
joyable and agreeable eveniog was spent. There was a very
yood attendance.

The caet for the furthecoming performance of ' Princeas
Ida’ by the Amateur Upera Club hax heen alloted, hut of
course, is etill subject to alteration, This title rifr will be
taken Ly Mirs Staunton, or Miss Thompson, & younge lady
who has recently nrrived from England ; Emly Blunelie, Misa
Reeven ; Lndy Puyche, Mina Harper ; Lady Meline, Miss
Warren ; Hilarion. Mr T. M. Jdacksan; Cyril, Mr W,
Simma ; Flunan. Mr Chamibers; King Gamns, Mr Archdale
Tayler; Kiog Hiliebrand, Mr . M. Reed. King GGama's

three sons have not yat bien salected. Thae rebesrsals are
progresaing modt satisfaetorily.
Misa Hackland's farewell eomplimentary econcert takea
Placs this week, and promises to be & grear saccess,
MURIEL,
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.. We ars not whally given over to gaiety in this
fair city. Our proximity to tha Malanesian Islands continu-
ally brings before n+ some instance of the hanl wark Leing
carried oo thece by Bishop Selwyn and his devoted band of
helpara.  An ecceedingly interésting ceremony took place
at St Marys, Farnell, when a mative of Florida of the
Holomor Liroup, Henben Bala by namne, was ordained
deacon by the Right Rav. Bishop Cuwie. The Rev, A.
Rrittain, who had brought the Floridan from Norfulk
Island, interpreted, and Al preached s most interesting
sermon.  He related how Reuben Hula had been taken from
his home to study in Norfolk Island, and bow, on his return
{uurnev_m Florida in the Southern Cross in 1871, the moeh-

oved Hishop Patteson had gone ashore in his canoe, and
had beeo crusily murdered almost in their sight. Keuben
Bula had heen working hard since then, and had been con-
firmed by Bishop Xelwyn, who, unfortunately, is now oo ill
to ordain hini. Henze the voyage to Auckland. Tae
newly-ordained deacun read the Goapel for the doy in his
native Inngnage.

The Rav. Mark Guy Pearse has roceived a warm wel-
eome to Anckland, and aeema much gratitied with his large
and attentive nudiences. He lias come at & very good timie,
for, like the Atheninns, we are alweys resdy to hear any-
thing new, and & little leaven like that to be obtained at
the hands of this popular, earnest preacher will anrely raise
the moral aspiratious of our perpetnal theatre and opera-
EOETS.

To turn to matters mundane, Some dainty cos.
tumes enliven our pavements and mppear in our carriages.
I noted a few amongst many, to wit, Miss Aldis, in &
brown dress, black jacket, crimson silk kerchief, hat
trimmed with green velver; Mrs H, Nicholas, in a dark
Ereen_ dress, black jacket edged with astrachan, blwk

at with birds in the trimming; her sister was wearing a
somewhat similar jacket, cheek tweed dress, brown felt hat
of & carionily-contorted shape; Mrs Hardie (QOoehunga),
tweed costume, black hat with a grey wauze veil; Mrm C.
Taylor (Ponsonby), a pretty navy blue costume; Mra H.
Jolinson, a stylish hrown dréss, bonnet to mateh, Mr= Rock,
black {mourning) ; Miss Schert, chi¢ plaid navy frock with
hat prettily trimmed with red feathers; Miss Power, black
akirt, jacket, and hat ; Miss Jervis, » neat aavy blue dieas;
Mra Ansenoe, luoked charming in black (mourning); Misa
N; Russell wore a becuming navy dress, and hat trimmed
with white spotted navy silk ; Miss White {Parnell), pretty
dark green dress with bonmet en suite; Miss Nathan
iKamnguhape Road), stylish red skirt, black jacket and
hab.

Mra Ching {Ilemuera) gave a very large afternoon tea lasg
week when a great number of ladies were preseat from all

arta,
P The Pakuranga Heound: met at Lnshington's farm, six
miles from Otahubu.  Not mavy of our best jumping town
friends turned vpas it was such a distance. A mongst those
present were Mra Buackland, Mrs Buwes, and the Misses
Percival, Banks, Garrett, Kerr-Taylor(2), Backland, Girdler,
Duaonett, Youny, MclLaogtlin, an.l Messrz Garrert, Sinclair,
{+ilmore, Melaughiin, Banks, Kettlewell, Young (3), White,
Gozrie, Colonel Dawson, and Dr. Bawes.  Many harer were
started. The jumps were easy, over Inw walils, bat very
rogh tiding, being over racky scoria land. Amongst the
amusing eveais of the day I nuticed that Miss Kerr.- Tuylor,
who wus ridiog Premier, seemedl evidently trying to play
eircus, She got the two front legs of her horse on a wall,
and there both rider and steed surveyed the rrandenr of the
sceneary for a few minutes, and then returned to their com-
peaions, highly elated, oo doubt. The other event, which
was extrenely amusing to the spectators was that Mr Gounld,
somehow or other, got his whip, unknown to himaelf,
stuck under the horse's tail, aod he twisted his horse in
every direction huoting for his whip natil one of hia laugh-
ing companinos kindly called his attention to its peculiar
position, Miss Dunnett came to the fure amongst the ladies
this time. She rode a grey horse which junped well, I
heard that three younyz ladies were in at the death of a hare
—Miasses tiarrett, Percival anil Kerr-Taylor—who each re-
ceived & trophy fron & part of the poor little animal’s body.

Just fancy, Bee, there is a village sumewhere Letween

Uamarn and Dunedin, where no rain has fallen for three
ears, The inhabitanta watch the heavy cloudy pass them
¥, but no dropa descend on them,

Perhaps sotue of your readers im other cities misy be
interested in these changes of 1he thermometer which I
nnticedd when we had two very frosty, cold nights Jast week.
At 7.45 8.n. it was 38leg. in the Lail, &0 [ opened the front
door and put the thermomneter on the verandak in the shade,
At 8 o'clock it stovd at 32deg. there. Then 1 put it reund
the verandah in the sun. At 10 o'cluock it had reached
80deg., and 88dey. was the Ligheat that day. The previous
murning it went up to 98lep. in the same place. §iut of
the sun it immediately sank to 5ldeg.

Hixemoa.
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