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1HE NEW ZEALAND GRATHIC

WELLINGTON.

Jriv 10, .
1 have so much to tell yon about this week that
I bardly know where 1o begin, but I believe Mrs Charles
Johnston's ¢ At Home ' comes first among the gaieties. We
were led toexpect nothing more than a reception, for there
was nothing to even sugpest dancing on the cards. How-
ever we were notb tn be disappointed, as Jdanciog began at
abont half-past nine, and was kept merrily going urtil past
midright, the billiard-renm beingz used for dancing, and the
drawing room for music and singing, with which those who
dik not dance were entertained. Mizs Williams eang very
sweetly. Uur bostess was richly dressed in a pompadour
silk of palest grey with colonred Howers, and trimmed with
nuantities of chifton, and made high to the threat, and with
putfed sleeves. Her sister-in-law, Miss E. Juhnston, was
very handsomely dressed in eky blue silk veiled with mag-
nificent jewelled embroidery, and wore a beantitul jewelled
irdle and gold shoes, and carried a handsome fan. Miss
Ellolmes {Dunedin) wore cue of the handsnmest dresses, and
also Mra {Dr.) Adams, the latter wearing a high collar.
Miss Acland (Christchurch) was the only débutante, nod
amongst other guests were Mrs Grace, Mra Newman,
Lady Hall (Canterbury), Mrs Valentine (Utago), Mrs
T. Fergus (Dunedin), Mrs W. Moorhouse, Mis Cole-
ridge, Mis Travers, Mrs De Castro, Mis Barron, Mrs
{Dr.} Collins, Miss Wilson (Christchurch), Misy Pharazyn
(Wairarapa}, Miss Butterworth (Dunedin), Mise Moorhouse
(Christchureh), and the Misses Grace, Jzard, Cooper, Hard-
ing, Barron, Williams, Brandoc, and Heid, Miss Buller and
ber two brothers, Captain Rnasell, Mr Walrond, Mr A,
Rhodes, Mr R, Pharazyn, Mr Walter Johnaton, Dr, Collins,
Mr Travers, Mr Parfitt, Mr E. U’ Horke, etc., ete. The two
little gicls were there part of the evening, looking very well
in their pretty evening frocks. Both Mr and Mis Johnston
and their son, Mr (uy Johnston, were indefatigable in their
etforts to amuse their guests, and & niost enjoyable evening
was the result. i 3
The Kowing Club's anonal ball came uext, I think, taking
ploce io the Garrison Hall, which was well filled, and, ob'!
a0 beautifully decorated. I would like you to have bad a
glimpse, for it was a sight one would seldnm forget, and no-
body could recognise the usnally bare, cold hall. It looked
just like a huge marquee, the whole roof being draped with
ted, white, and blue, and nost artistically decorated with
quantities of Chinese lanterns, greenery, Howers,
wirrors, ete.,, bthat must have taken days to ar-
range. [ consilered the decorations quite the feature
of the evenieg, and everyone was lost in admira-
tion. A raised platform was erected in the centre of the
ballroom, and in this—for it was converted intoc quite a
fairy bower—the bandsinen were stationed, Four large tree
ferns were at each corner, between which were draped lace
curtains over rearlet eloth, finished all round with lovely
black pereens with large bold designs in gold. The band
played the best dance masic I have heard for many a day.
All the little alcoves round the reom were converted into
tiny sitting-reoms, snd the supper was served at one end t_)f
the room partitioved off by curtains, greenery, ete. It is
quite impoasible to give you even a faint idea of the magni.
tude of the decorations in so large a ball, the whole of
which was crowded, but not unpleasantly so, with dancerv.
The Earl and Countess of Unslow were present, arriving in
time for the firat set of lancers, Lady Unslow being hand-
#omely dressed in black lace and moire, with long traio, the
front oi her low corsape sparkling with diamoends, and
wearing her coronet n{g dianiends, and carryiog a huge
bouquet of white camelling and ferns, and large black fan,
Mr Walrond accompanied them. The lady Mayoress,
Mrs Brown, was dressed in pale blue silk with shorg
1rain. His Excellency danced with Mis Pattereon,
wife of the Captain of the Club, the Mayor dancing
apposite with  Lady Onsluw, and My Patterson and
the Mayoress, and Mr and Mies Duthie also danced in the
sanmie sel.  Mra Patterson wore black eroesed with a tartan
enshi, and Miss Duthie wore black with narrow hbande of
bright green. My Cooper and her daughters were there,
and also Miss Hall, the Misses Aclaad, Miss Hadfield, M
Bell, in & black gown; the Mixses Carr, one in black
trimmed with jet, and the otherin pale blue ; Misa Holmes,
Bliza Wilson, the Missea (iore, Misa C. Birandon, Mrs W,
Crawford, in black and red ; Mrs Kennedy Macdopald, in
w very handeome old gold plush and #itk, with long train;
Mrs Andrew Young, black eatin. Theie were also many
other pretty drerses, white sppearing the favoursite colour,
and an for chitfon, you conirl nut get away from the sight of
it. It is very pretty, but 1 am afraid we shall soun get
tired of it if we see much more. - It seenmr to be worn in
rue fuim oo alinost every ball dresa, but it i pe wonder,
fur what ecould posxibly lovk wofter or more becoming. ['n-
fortunately, there waa one fault—anil the committes were
eviden:ly over-anxioos io chalking the floor, and laid far
ton mucii, 80 that directly the dauciug begaa the chalk rose
iuto the air, causing quile s misty apperrance. 1t wra m
preat pity, for all the other arrancements were guite perfect,
and it was n very brilliant affair, upot which so youog &
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club are to be conpratulated. The Governor and Lady On-
alow stayed until quite late, and thoronghly entered into the
general npirit of gajety.

Next week yon may hear something of Mrs Godfrey
Kuight's dance, which will be over by that time. Miss
McClean's concert, which, 1 hear, ia gunite a novelty, takes
place n few dayns later, and later etill comes the Harmonie
concart, and then Mr Parker's annual concert, besides the
Kindergarten concert, so musical people will be well pro-
vided for.

Mr Leon Driver has been greeted with good, large audi-
ences, but I have not yet been, so eannot give my opinion.
Lady Camphell, Mr E. J. Hill, and Mr McDuif Boy:dl have
been helping st his concerta, Misa Medley playing the ac-
ecompaniments,

The annnal distribution of prizes in conneetion with the
Wellington City Riflea took place the evening after the
Rowing Club ball in the same building, when there were
fully five bundrel Jadies and gentlemen present, and Mrs
Collins, wife of the captain, presented the prizes.

A few dayn later Lord Onslow, who was accompanied by
Lady Onslow apd Mr Walropd, {aid the memorial tablet in
the new offices of the Wellington Harbonr Board, which are
now being erected in Jervois Qnag. There was a large
gathering of intuential citizens, and nearly all the Ministry
and nombers of members, besides those closely interested in
the ceremony. Three cheers were given when the Govern-
ment House party drove away, carrying with them the
silver trowel which had beea presentm{ to His Excellency,
and which, by-the-bye, caneed a little exciternent during
the proceedinpa by snappicg in half.

The Rew: Mark Guy Pearse has paid us a flying visit,
which, however, has Leen greatly appreciated by large num-
}ﬁers of people who heard him lecture on * The Old Folks at

ome."

The young ladies attending St. Francis Xavier's Academy
have just given & most snccessful entertainment at the Ex-
change Hall, consisting of an operetta, but as I bave not
mach more time, I wil%just tell you the names of thore who
took pamt. The Misses Zobrab, Blackie, M. Crease, Davis,
W. Stevens, Shewbridge, E. Young, M. Driscoll, Seagar,
Webbe, Dunne, Yuile, McGrégor, Sanpders, H. Crease,
Smith, A, Cuft, J. Wilson, J. Jones, Z, Smith, Abern,
Lyon, Whelan, M. de Castro, Monogue, Allen, Beauchamp,
Holcroft, Salmon, V. Cemino, Bawkings, Chevannza, Allen,
Taylor, Kebbell, Edmeades, G, Dunge, and Fauvel.  They
chese * Hubezabi’ and * Frederick of Prossia,’ and did them
remarkably weil. i

Two very quiet weddings have taken place this weel—
that of Mr Himshberg, of Masterton, and Dliss Jessie
Wallace, piece of the late John Howard Wallace, and that
'(I," Mr Kemble, of Wairarapa, and Miss Laura Welch, of the
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There ave a great many visitors for the session, inclod-
ing Mra and the Misses Acland (Christchurch), Misa Holmes
{Dunedin), Miss Butterworth, Mra Fergos, and Mies Larnach
{Dunedin), Mrs and Miss Rees {Aucklund), Misa Moorhouse
{Christchorch), Lady and Miss Hall (Canterbury), Mrs
Valentine (Otago), Miss Rolleston, Misa Wilson, and Mies
N. Reeves {all of Christchurch), the Misses McKenzie
(Palmerston South), Mrs Fester Pratt (Palmerston North),
Mrs Arthor Gore (Napier), the Misses Carr (Australia),
Miss Dousey (Anstralia}, Miss Wardell and Miss Pharazyn,
both from the Wairarapa, ®

TUBY.

CHRISTCHURCH.

JuLy B,

I had & whole week’s revelry with many of my
peighbours, and some hailing from a distance, in the new
parochial room, last week, at Papanui, with the exception of
ooe day, and as that was a social, I didn't like to intrude,
so let the parishioners have it all to themselves, which I
regretted after, for Mra Matson had a few nice things for

e, [ heard, made by their grild, and Miss A. Mateon, Mr
C. Jenunings, and others ygave some charming songs, besides
the great attraction of the pictures, and the room not being
tightly packed, and everyone nioving about, was the best
evening to gee them. The Papanui people are to be con-
gratulated on the poasession of such an admirable room fer
rnrochial. purposes. It is fitted at one end with & neat
ittle stage aud two small dressing-ronme, and plastered
throughuut, conseqpently good for sound. The walle
on this occasion were covered wilth pictures, some
very good ones. Miss  Gardner had some preity
landecapes (bits of the West Coast road.} There were
soILe ullnuur favourite local artist, Mr John (ibb's, also
some of My Gull{‘s. Amnong the photographs I saw My J,
T. Matson. Mr Michael Campbell, General Campbell, and
Bi.sllo&l’lnrper. The stage each vvening was a very bright
spot, being moet artiztically decorated with mirrors, Liberty
niuslin, ivy, and pot plants, and well lighted.

The Biugnp gave hia intereating lecture on the Chatham
Ialands one evening to a crowded and appreciative audience.

The pext night the fame sud popularity of the carnival
had so epread abroad thet Eeople were standing in every
available spot, the money-taker's tahle in the porch being
great puint of vartage, The evening began with *The
Happy Fair,” by Mrand Mrs G. Humphreys, but owing to
the arrival of late-comers slmost through the entire piece,
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nnd coniing in by the atage door, put them off considerably.
Mrs Hom u_}'l looked very nice in & crimson brocade tea-
guewn with full front of white silk and lace. The second

art opened with the Oriental band playing selections.
his was » moat eHective acene, and was loudly applanded.
Twelve damsels in (iriental costume seated OUriental
fushivn on the stage played tambourines, and some

indeseribable other inatraments, one looking nncommouly
like  dinner-bell, the whole led by Mrs Westmacott, Misw
Heanah behind the scenes wocompanying on the piano.
The other ladies of the band were Miss (Jaeenie and Bﬁuis
Campbell, Miss Worthy, Miss M. Hennah, Miss Helmure,
ML: Mminl_l.;xe. I:nc:’ea;garl.l 1 eould not :sm,-nil;ua Then
eight more girls akip in, in very pretty Spanish peasants’
dresses, lndg:lmmd & step dance, o(l:ached. rheli.cve. by My
Low, who in Spanish costume played the violin with the
damsels, while Mr Poolton and Mr Watson, in gorgeous
attire, stood one on each mde, and just filled up & corner.
The dancers were Miss Hailey, Miss E. Cox, the Misses
Greenwood, Mias Walton, Miss Kimbell, Misa Campbell,
and Miss Pattison. It wes moat gracetully performedl: and
londly encored. Then came tableanx, ¢ She Wore s Wreath
of Roses,’ song by Mrs Westmacout, Miss Campbell posing as
the maiden, then the bride, with her coosin, Mr Poulton,
ua bridegroom ; then the most charming widow in becoming
sorrow, bnk which ended too moon, for before
the curtain was balf down she clapped her bhands
with great glee, and was brimming over with smiiles,
which caosed & ool deal of amusement among
the andience. ' The t Child," suog by Mr Newman, and
Eemnlted by Miea A. Matacn, and a little boy of Mm F.

rittain’s, made of the orthedox eomplexion of a gntter
child, was very well done. * Who's That Tapping at the
Garden Gate? sung by Mr Acland, Mrs F. Biittain and
Miss Bessie Campbell making & very model of the old lad
unable to leave her chair and a coquettish mail. ¢ Jessie's
Dream ’ waa the finale of & most anccessfnl evening. Miss
Fairburst sang this, the bagpipea coming in most etlectively
in the distance, Miss A. Matson and Misa Hoare represent.
inﬁ‘Jesaie and the otticer’s wile.

Le followng evening was called the select night, ne it
was 10 be a really good cotcert, prices accordiagly. The
roort was fairly filled, and gave breathing roowm, which
there certainly was not the pievious night.,  Mre Wilson
was in excellent voice, and gave * The UId, Old Story * and
* The Soidier’s Dream® splendidly. Mra Badbam gave two
souge; Messmm Acland, Newman, Corbett, and Mannering
were alsa very successful. A banjo quartet by Meassrm
Blakestey, Matson, Morton, and Ruaphael fairly bronght
down the house. The Missea Helmore gave one of their

leasing duets, and each sang a song very nicely, and Mr
aitland Gardner gave his now famous * Tarantelle,’ in
which be faitly rivals Mr Patey.

The next evening's programme was almost a repeat of the
tableanx, but this time Mr and Mrs Humphreys excelled
themaselves, beinf quite at home in their parts, and putting
a great deal of life and gointo their acting. Two recitations
by Mrs Chynoweth took the place of sume of the tubleanx,
and were exceptionally good. This is beeomi.n;i quite &
fashionable arf, bnt nnless well done is very ludicrena
Some people think they have only to learn a piece of poetry
and then they can recite. Mra Chyrnoweth has evidently
studied the arr, and 13 charming.

Mm Alan Beott's Wednesday work party did not take
place, aa she was oot of town, so double energy muet be
shown next meeting,

Mm W, P. Reeves iy in town just now, but only for a
nhorl:‘ time, I believe, as she returns to Wellingtoo next
wee

The *Wahioe’' Club met at Miss Hatton's last week,
when ao improviog and enjoyable afternnon was spent.

The stadents 4t the Agricultural College, Lincoln, gavea
very pleasant dance. The diniag hall was preztily decorated
witg flags and shields, the mantel-piece draped with Liberty
and ?ou plants, most effectively arranged on it and in the
fire-place. This made an excellent bailroom, and & splendid
anppet waa laid in the lecture-room, the table being made
very preity with two shadea of Liberty and ivy. A drag
left the Rink stables abont seven o'cleck, taking ont &
nomber of towns folk, and did not retarn until six the
following niorning, so I should thing it mast be prononnced a
real good time.

Mrs Neave had a large gathering of children at Gkeover.
This had to be an indoor party, it was so cold, but Mra and
the Misses Neave were ably assisted in emusing them by
the Misses Tabart, Miss Delamain, and several others,

Mr and Mrs Michael Godby, of Timarn, and Mr Walter
Perrie, left by the Doric for a trip to England. We have
not had so many departures lately, peoplie mot liking to
arrive there and start oftf with a winter.

I am glad to hear the hospital lady visitors are contem-

lating giving another amatenr performance in aid of their
fund. as these are always so good.

The volunteers are very busy preparing sowme grand spec-
tacular display, to come off in the theatre, to get funds for
improving their new range at Bromiey.

DoLLy VALE
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The University stundents’ ball has been the chief
excitersent in sociat circles rince my last letter, It wasin
every way & big euccess, and the Garrison Hall looked its
very best, pretlily decorated and fitted np. The stage was
devoted to the musitians, and Robertshaw's band discoureed
the sweetest of music, In front of the stage wan a small
greenery, in the centre of which a tiny fouatain played,
The pight was nnusually warm for the eeason, and the
deinty and cool delicacies provided wers as much appreci-
ated as the hot coffee and tea. The comniitiea had spared
no paine for the smusement and comtort of tie gueste,
and ita members are to be coogratulated, for 1t was
declared on il sides to be 'a lovely ball.” While
people are whirling round the room it is all but im-
siible to get any fixed and definite idea of the minute
ggmilau! a drees, the colonrs and materinl being about all
one can grasp. There was a g deal of white worn, fora
number of young Indies made their dibut. Awong these
were Miss Winnie Gordou, Miss Ulrich, Misa Braithwaite,
and Miss Black. Miss Gordon wore white corded silk with
lobg trained skirt, the bodice being adorned with oatrich
feathera ; Misa Ulrich, & dainty gown of white, the skirt of
which was finithed with tiny Freach frills ; a lovely spray of
white llowers ndorned the bedice. The farhion of trimming
the edgs of the skirt is growing more and more, the old
fashioned Ilace Hlounce coming in again, but naless the
greatest care is manifested in the arrangement of there deep
ruchings, tlouncinge, etc., anything but s picturesque effect
isproduced. Amongthepink dres-es Miss Fodnr'swaslovely.
It wan of & peculisily pretty shade of cashmers, the skizt




