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OFF TO NEW ZEALAND.

AN ORIGINAL STORY.

BY THOMAS COTTLE, REMUERA, AUCKLAND, N.Z

CHAPTER XXXV,
A LADY DISPLAVS POWERS OF CONQUEST—ANOTHER
DOES XOT.

ANNY, who ImpPened to be very busy,
after giving Julia a kicdly welcome,
asked Miss Grave to take her into her
room to take off her things.

' Su yon have your old tlame, Harry
Baker, here all 1o yomiseli the last
few days,’ began Julia, as soon as
they were alone. *I hope you have
improved the cccasion, and made the
most of & ¢chance you are not likely to
fet again.  No wonder you were ao
anxious to remaia here to comfort
Miss Melton. Waan's that the ex-
cuse ¥

‘Now Julia, that is most uoafair.
It waa really nnlf when Fanny pressed
me very earnestly to stay, and out of

pity for her, that I consenved. I thm]fh:, under the cir-

cumstances, your mamma wonbdn’t mind.,’

! Uh, yes, of couree, [ ean quite believe that (this very
incredulousiy).  But, joking apart, if yon were not such a
noodle 1 should be jealous of yom, for, between ourselves, I
mean to accept Harry the next tinie he a=ks me, and I shall
do my best to-night to harry him up,’

Her cowpanion listened to this with a quiet, self-conf-
dent amile,

“I know it is no A speaking to you, Julia, for you naver
will listen to me ; but I do hope you will not do ‘anything
unladylike or forward that you may afterwards repent.’

‘ Listen to you ! I ahould think not, indeed1 ~What de

road kmow abont such things?! Nothiny, and never will.
§inl:l are not the aort of zirl gentlemen like at all, and are
certain to live and die an old maid. Now Fou see tf Master

Harry doesn’t propose to tue this very night. 1'm deter-

mined to bring him to the scratch to show you that I can

do more in ooeevening with, what you call, my fast manner,
than you can with all your Jadylike reserve and grand op-
portanities.” (This very urmtica.ll{.)

‘I never allowed, nor will I, thatT am trying to win any
one, Julia; remember Lhat,
* {h, no, of course not.
though ; that's one thing.’

Another quiet smile was the sole response Miss Grave
vonchaafed 1o this rude s h. MissJulia did not notice it,
heing too busily engaged complacently surveying ber charms
in the glass, and being satistied with the resalt, she prepared
to join the conipany, remarking : * There now, I think that
will do the tricE.’

Mrs Robinson made a very clunsy and confused boogle
of ber share in the explanation, but annt wisely took it all
in good part. Julia professed that, motwithstanding the

culiarity of the circumstances, she had pever to

[f\'e Fanoy, and was 50 very sotry for her, This, however,

my consin could not stand.

*Sorry for me, are you? 1am not sorry for myself, and
I see no need for my friends to expresssorrow for me. Keep
your sympathy for pourself, Misa Itobinson.’

(bt fl don't need it. I waa ounly joking that evening
about Leing engaged to Gos. — Mr Grosvenor L mean. We
were taking a rise ont of yon, Fanny. Wedid it well, didn’t
we? [L wasnot likely {'d becorue engaged to a man like
him, [ aaw throngh him on board ship. T conld have told
you all about him if you had only confided in me.*

Fanny kuew she was telling untruths, and longed to tell
her sg, but judyred it best to let them pass, and only tock
means to show Miss Julia that the sebject had beiter be

It wounld be no good it you did

dropped. : A

* Q\'ull. Julis, be that as it may, T think we can bnd nicer
subjecta to talk over,”

Migs Grave, an I must still term her, for thongh Fanny
Always called her hf her Christian name, which was Annie,
the rest of s all talked and thought of her as Miss Grave.
The name seemed so applicable and patoral to s Miss
Lirave, then, was rudely rebuked by the old la.d:v for retuain-
iny 80 long sway from her doties Knowing it was unde-
«erved, Bs she Lhad written and asked perraission, she took
little natice of this displeasure on the part of her employer.

Nothiog could exceed Miss Julia's guahing manner with
Harry, nor the cool way in which she monopolized him
the greater part of the evening. Miss Grave watched him
closely several tiwes, but it was with a pleased expression
on her fair face. There waa no elenient of pain or jealou-y,
nor was there the slightest cause for it. She was satistied ot
unce that he was merely interested in talking over old times
with an acgnaintance he bad not niet for some time, She
could nee that the reminiscences which that acquaintance
playfully recalled, with her miost fascinating manner and
~unniest smiles mingling in  Harry's mind with others—
which she woull have given & gnod deal to have left in
oblivion—did oot appear to bring the tender ylances to his
eyes whieh mlomed them when engnged in the most
ordinary converaation with hersell.  She xaw this, and
was content, ami, convinced that her patient waitiog and
risterly cara woull soon be rewsrnled, as it troly deserved to
he, with the earnest, nndivided love of & manly heart. She
ha:l owned to herself that she would have all or none, and
naw whe felt that all wes her's. She had watched to see firnt
if Faony's charms would have any effect in torniog away

thia all from her; bot they had not. Then she waited 1o
#itness his meeting with Miss Jalia, and she saw that how-
ever fickle and changeable he might onee huve been in his
love affairs, he was now troe to her and to her only.

And he, what were hia feelings and thoughts? I believe
1 must admit that when Miss Julia made her attempt at
fascinating him, he did not strive moch to connteract it.
He thought it wonld be a good chance to try what effect hia

ying attention to her would have on his cool-hearted lady-
ove, Cool-hearted 1 he little knew her yet. A warmer
heart than lay hid unoder that calm ~exterior mever
beat, and that he was yet to prove to his in-
describable advantage. He nade his little attempt at
provoking  jealonsy, and louked to see what effect
it woulﬁ create. be pleasant expression he met
showed him the nselesaneas of his attempt, and his reaponse
could only be one of those true and loving glancea This
nade assnrance doubly sure to her. It was s complete con-
trast to the simulated ones with which he bad favoured
Julia, as he hung over her at the piano, while she sang
extra sentimen songs, emphasizing the moat touching
parts by casting her liguid eyes up into hia,

Bat if that glance of his made assurance doubly sure to
Miss (3rave, it had an entirely opposite effect on Miss Julis,
for she saw it. She had come, as we have seen, feeling that
it would be a very easy matter to bring to her feet the man
whom she imagioed ~he had held in her power, more or less,
eser since she had known him —a men who had raved about
her a3 he had done in the hospital. She had certainly on a
few occasions been n little jealons of her companion, but
this was forgotten. Now, after trying all her arta of fascin-
ating, ai.nginﬁelova songs, and bringing up past tender scenes
in the most bewitching manner, it was hard not 1o uStain
one reassnring %l.mme which might betoken a chance of
success in the future; harder still to see such a one
bestowed on the girl whom she despised too much to
congider a vival; whom she bad but a ehort time
since pitied, as being ‘too qoiet and reserved to at-
tract Lthe attention of gentlemen’; and to whom she had
strongly proelaimed her intestions with regard o the
gentleman in question. What wonder, then, at the sight of
that glance that her dark eyes should glitter aagrily, her
full lips quiver, and her shapely bosom gI:eave in & manner
which showed the tomnlt o??e.alousy within? Yet it had
to be sappressed, thongh at & cost only known te herself.
She ¢could have flown at the nasty, aneaking thing (as she
termed her in her own mind), and torn her fair smiling face
with her ruthless nails. But it wonld not do. She mnat
not lose all chance of the game by one rash move, althoagh
her alversary had, to all appearance, the best of it. So, with
enforced ealm and gaiety, she turned from the piano. * How
did you like thesong I sang just now, Mr Baker* It wasa
great favourite of yoars on board ship, yon will remember.”

“Waa it? he replied, earelesaly, ‘[ had forgotten. The
air is certainly very pretty. What a pity they could not
have found some sensible weads for it instead of that
alominable love sick nonsense.”

“Oh, Mr Baker 1 how dare you say such a shocking thin,
about one of my songs? There was a time when yon sai
much prettier things to me,” the last sentence in a low
tone.

He pretended not te have heard it, and eonversed abont
songs in general.  Generalities, however, were not to her
taste just now. She altered the subject to that of his mili-
tary career, hoping for better success.

* I was zo ple: to bear how bravely you acquitted your-
eell in the field of battle, Mr Baker, Everyone was speak-
ing of your courage and pluck I do love s man who is
zome good to his coontry, and not afraid of a few hard
kuocks like ouor friend, Mr (ins Grosvenor.'

*Yoor friend if you like, Miss Kobinson, but don’t say
our's please T always ntterly detested him. 1 heard
of your engagement to him, by-the-bye. Accept my con-
gratulationa ™

‘ Engagement ! I never was engaged to him.
imagine you're speaking to Miss Melton,” answered the
young lady, warmly and mendaciously.

* Uh, 1 understood you were. Brown told me of it. Of
colrse, &s you say you were not, he must have been wrongly
informed.”

*Mr Brown knew nothing about it. But I want to hear
all ahont your attacks on the rebels.”

* You must éxcuse me the recital, Miss Robinson: it’s too
much like blowibg my own trumpet. Besides, the doings
of & penniless private in & militia regiment cannot possess
the slighteat interest in your eyes.’

She could stand it no longer, and the torrent of her wrath
burat forth. Fuortonately the otliers had moved ont on to
the verandah, and were nut within hearing. Harry had
rizen to fuliow them, bat Julia detained him.

*Bo that remarkably ladylike companion of mine has been
repeating things 1 have said—I1 mean, has been making up
things to set yoo against me, Mr Baker ; has she? I conld
#e¢_sume malicious perwon had bren st work, you are so
unlike what you used to be to mwe, bat 1 did not thiok iy
would turn out to be anyone professing such friendship to
me as she does, the pasty deceitful cat! Why do you
bLelieve what she says about me ¥

*Whait & bit, Miss Hobinwn, How came ¥you to think it
was Misa irave who ** repeated the things you said—1 mean
made them ap*" replied Harry, osing her own words.

‘Uh, I can see quite as well &s niost people ; she han been
*‘ gone on you " fur ever so long, sod knowing she could ook

Yoo muost

win yon by fair means, she has tried all noris of spiteful,
m!dietrhm ways. 1 wonder yon are taken in by such low
tricks’

Harry's patience was now guite exbansted.

* Your surmise is utterl{llnfounded. The lady yon speak
of so nnkindly has never brestbed a word 1o yoor discredit
in any way tome. It was threugh one of the hospital nurses
that I leamnt your feelings for mie st the time, as expreased
by yourself to Miss Grave at the door. 'l admit I was
hurt when I heard it first, Iyiag thers almost between life
and death, bot I have cause to be very thankfal to you
since for s0 plainly expressing yourself. As to that oung
lady being what yoz call **goie on me,” I wish to Heaven
Tconld Le quite certain she was. I should then be the
happiest man alive. Her affestion is worth winning. Her
!iaber!{ care of me never cemsed when 1 was poor and
friendless, or when I sorely wanted a kindly feminine jn-
fluence to keep me in the path of duty.’

' Sisterly, pooh ! 1 ¢an see throngh ber now. She was
poor, and dido't care what she did to secare & hosband
whether well off or not at the time, She knew your family
Al bome, and guessed you'd come into money some time or
other. She is deeper than 1 used to give her credit for. A
girl of her position eounld, of course, go into & hospital and
nurse & young fellow without anyone knowing or troubling
about her, bot it wonld not have been proper for me ;
mamma said ¢0 &t the time.  Thera is such s difference in
ua, {(ou know.' .

‘Yes, 1 shoold just thick there was® Yoo conld no
more understand her motives and feelings than you counld
fly. I must, therefore, decline discussing either them or her
with yon,’ exclaimed Harry, hotly, losing all paticnce,

Her indignation krew no bonnds, * Sir, your rudeness is
unbearable ! Go and inflict it on ghat girl ¥ (The ewmphasis
oo the word * that * made any adjective superfluons ) *She
will donbtless be prondto bear it.  She will gladly put u
with the manoers of a larman, bat spare me the infiction

* 1 never had greater Heasore in obeying any eommands of

iss Robinzon's,” he retorted with iiTesistible politeness, -
the strictest regard to troth, ant a miost profound bow.
Passing out into the garlen, he scon joined Miss Grave and
Fanny, who, like the res of the company, were atrolling in
twos and threes about she garden. The latter miscliiey-
ously asked him to oblige her by entertaining her friend
while she went to see vhat had become of M 188 Julia, as
she had mizsed her for some time, Harry, nothing loth,
wandered off with his charge down the winding garden
paths, enjoying the eool evening breeze, charged with the
mingled perfume from & #honsand ditferent Howers, bat if 1
miistake not, enjoying moch more one another’s saciety.

Heie it may be as w:ll to take leave of Misz Julia,
merely stating the fact that two years later she married,
againgt her father's conseit, a man considerally more than
twice her age, who was noted equally, for the amount of
wealth be had amassed, snd the unseropulons wAnoper in
which he had made it. e heard ofp this with much
sorrow, for we were certah such & match conld not possibly
be a happy one. Nor wasit, for after fighting like eat and
dog fora gear or two, he turned ber ont of Lis house, and
she was obliged to return ko her parent’s house a soured and
embittered woman.

CHAPYTER XXXVL

FROM GRAVE 10 GAY—A NEW BILLKT.
Haxrey had lictle to say mitil be and his companion were
quite out of sight and hearng of the others F{a appeared
10 be absor in thought. Miss Grave baatered him on bis
unosual silence, then seeirg thit had no effect, she gently
inguoired if she had offenied him?! Here was the o TOI-
tunity, and now that it had arrived, he felt far more dnbions
about the result than wher conBdently proclaiming to me a
few days previous the almsst certain iopes which be enter-
tained.

“Offend me, darling ! Fo, nothing that you wenld do or
say could have that effect on me.” And now words came
fast, though faltering in ne, and such words, fair reader,
aa [ hope you may scon hesr from one worthy of yon, if ¥ou
have not already haard them-—words of true, honest love,
words not from the tongie alone, bet from the deptihs of
the soul iteelf, promising what the s er will assnredly
and faithfally perform if 1@ be bat allowed the chance, 1f
she will become his and hi only.

And could she do this? Yes, she could, and with the
maidenly reserve, lovely blushes, and ‘whispering tones,
which 1 am told are uwsnd in such cases, she told him so,
He clasped her in his arniy and preasing his lipe to her= en-
joied to the full that first aweet Lisa of love, and several
others. They were in paradise; their feet had left the
sordid earth. It was, witlont doubt, the supremest moment
they had either of them yet known. Hitherto their lives
had not been very amootl. His peculiar temperament had
prevented him from makisg many irienda, or securing much
sympathy, and her positios in a family like the Robinson s,
who, from their lower lev:l, could noi understand her, and
were constantly paining hur finer sensibilities, had been ex-
tremely irksome. She wild have left them but for an ex-
aggerated notion of Mr Ribinson's kindness in taking pity
on her, IDDEIX] orphan, who koew not which way to turn
for & home. though Ma Robinson treated her most un-
Lindly, yet, g the great istance she was in
household matters, that esreful old lady wonld have been
very sorry to park with hir.  Taking these circomstances
into conderation, we cay easily imagine that they felt
moat exquisitely the knovledge that for the future their
lot weuld be a very different one, and determined to vie
with one another which shonld render to the other the

test t of bappi When they joined the reat
over, and it was nat iliicul: to guess

Antt at once attacked Harry, Misa
Grave, making some excaw, left the room with Fanny.

*We mi you, Harry  Your grave companion must
have become quite gay to make you of all men mins your
tea.’

“If ehe wan grave by natre, she has certainly ehanged
my dear madam, nnd{ thik T have the best ieunnagfo;
saying that she has made 1p her mind to be Grave by name
no longer than it will tak: to make the Decensary Arrauge-
ments for the proper casting off of that sombre cognomen.
She conld not withstand ny pitiful appeal. It was some.
what in this wise, ** Be ory companion, my love, instead of
Miss Julia's I require on: far more than she does. She
Eu & wother, while I an & poor orphan.” This fetched

er.’

This levity served to hide Mastar Harry's real feetin
and caused a’hngh. i s

of na tea was nearl
what had happened.
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* Poor liktls arphan.’ peplied aout, *sad esse 1 am de-
lighted to hear it will h'.'.". wmeou:'to take eare of it, and
sew that it gets ite meals regular, instead of playing abont in
the garden and forgetting theow. Give the poor little manny
some eake, Frank. Hea must be hungry. Dou't spill the
erunibs on your pinney, dear.’ B

We all crowded round bhim and wished him joy, thoufh it
reemed & superiuony wish, for be appeared to be s full of
the commodity already as he oculd hold, regularly eteeped
in it, in fact

Wo wilt pass over the little eonversaticn which
between Miss Lirave and Fanoy in her room. The usoal
smount of happy tears, withoni which ladiea lpgeqr rarely
able to express their deeper enioticns, bad, doubtlesa, Leen
shed, and the regular quantity of purposeless and nneatisiy-
ini_tam given and taken. .

be Robinsona had returned to their bome directly afier
tea, and consequently before the happy Flir lefc their leafy
radise. Miss Julis had coniplained of a severe headach
eartache would have probably been nearer the mark, but
ladies mnst be excnsed, as their slight knowledge of
anatomy cannot be expected to enable them to locate the

palo

I need hardly say that I enjoyed this evening particularly.
Althongh [ felt it “would not be kind to force my attentions
too suddenly on miy consin, vet we bad a very plessantlittle
chat after our friends had left. Her manuer was all I could
yet desire. She feit evidently that she omght to make
amends for her former treatment of e, neglecting my
wamings and accusing me of false representationa.  She
conld now see, she owned, that my motive had been her
happiness, althongh [ do not pretend I was blind to the fact
that 1 hope it wonld combine mine also. She asked my for-
giveness for her injustice and eruel suspicions. This 1 reely
gave, and the loving cousinly salute with which we sealed
the bond of ce was the most exquisite sensation of
the sort [ m yet experienced ; 3onbl.leeu from the
fact that I could certainly discern an element of some-
thing far sweeter and dearer in it Her downcast,
blushing face as she ackpowledged her onkimdness,
then the quick upturniog of the dark fringes of her heanteons
eyes, the warm, red ﬁpa seeking mnilne amid my mow
laxuriant mioustache, gase me a tion which I b
describe, and wade me feel in that brief moment amply re-
Enid for my long period of snspense. ¥y keen soscepti-

ilities to pain or pleasure were undoubtedly desirable
qualities, for, irksomc a= they must ever bein the former
case, they enabled me to feel the latter with tenfold more
intensity thaa individuals of a more phlegmatic mould.

This little scene was enacted in an arbour euvered with the
trailing branches of the passion Irnit plant, and did not keep
us long enough away from our friends to expose ue to the
chaftiog that gree Master Harry, and as [ had no real
authority for hoping for such a epeedy termination, if, in-
deed, such a bappy one as he had already gained, it was
perhaps as well.

While we had been thus engaged Uncle, Stnbbs, and Mr
Robinzon, who had not returned with his ladies, held a long
conversation over the re-captured prisoner. Mr Robinson
informed them that his wile had never told him of Litos-
venor's engagement to his daughter; that knowing he was
very nofavowably impressed with him, she dreaded he
would refuse to sanction it ; and as she had set her heart on
her danghter's waking an aristocratic match, she had de-
termined to try and arrange the wedding on one of his
frequent absences from home, after which she felt ithat she
could easily nianage to make peace.

‘Then yon were not greatly impressed with this Fitz.
williams, s5ir*’ asked Stubb=,

* Fitzwilliams ! was that one of his names ¥'

* Yes, that was the name wnder which he was arrested
and imprisoned.”

*Now I believe I can tell you as nineh as you care to
know about him. I had not the alightest idea till this
momeut that it was the bistory of an old aequaintance that
T heard a stranger in an hotel at Danedin relate to another
fellow. He was talking of the escape, which waa in the
morning paper, of a prisoner of that vame, and I took an
interest in what they were saying. One of them had known
him at home. His father was a very shady sort of low
attorney ; the son also had a natural taste for swindling.
When he was at schout he got the prefix of © Fitz* sguck on
to the more plebeian one uF ¢ Williams’ oo account of the
airs he always gave hiruzelf. On learing school he entered
his father's ottice for a few years, and made the most of the
lessons learned there. By means best known to himself he
managzed to swindle the old gentleman out of sntticient
funda to carry him to New Zealand and start him
as a baromet's son travelling for pleasuse, for he was a
‘cute fellow in his way. By various clever little feats
of g hip on blank cb 4, initating the hand writing
of his acquaintances, and varions other peculiar transactions,
he had managed to keep himself going until the Dunedin
police dropped ou him. He evidently meant to have one
or both of our daughters, Melton, curse him! Apnd to
give the devil his due, be piayed his cards boldly, for had
not our reverend friend here ** beld the joker,” he would have
had a hand too good for ns, and we coald not have escaped
being euchred.”

* Excuse me, sir,’ interposed Stobbe, mildly, *bat I do
not quite comprehend your statement atout my holding the
joker. It was Mr Fraok who held him. I must not have
the credit of deing what was not within my province, even
hod I been capable.”

*Ha, ba! Uf conrse, you cannot be expected to onder-
stand, Mr Stobba. I was merely making use of some terms
in our favourite pame of cards, which appeared applicable,
Iv's a sorry joker the wreteh wounkl make, aa he ﬁa.a found
to his coet.” .

 Yes,’ anid oncle, * he was certainly up to a dodge or two.
1'm wad wher [ think he got over me. ‘Cuteidea tosay
he'd gone home, when he waain yaol. Tt'a the only home
he's likely to have, thongh. [ did make inquirieshibont the
passengera by the ship he pretended he sailed in. There
were several white-headed onea like him, so I thought it
was right. See so few of such varmint out here. A man
gets voo nasuspecting.”

Alter this we saw very little of either Mrs Robinson or
Julia. The old gentleman, however, often dropped in to
join uncle sud Mr Bowden in & ganie of enchre, or (o havea
yarn about inatters pastoral.  Mrs Hobinson wrote a very
mharp noté to Mins dirave, accusing her of heartless ingrati-
tude and shameltess behaviour, and desiring her never to
show her face in their house again. This tirade of abuse
did not cause much disay in the young Indy’a breast, for
sunt at vnce begged her to remain with us uotil Harry had

eowplated the purchase of a block of land in our neighbour-
ho--:rmd built & bouse on it, of which it was generally under-
wtood she was to ba mistresa. Bhe gratefully acorpted aunt’s
invitation, and we were altogether & very Jolly Enrty.

Stubbs and his Iady hal retarned ta Auckland. The
kick on his leg did nok turo out serions, ard scon succambed
to the careful narsing he received. Harry, of course, was 2o
retide with us until bis new home was habitable. His land
was principally bigh fern with a little bush, This clasa of
rich fern land sbout our locality was very casily transferred
into fine graas paddocks withont the expense and lnbour of
plougbing. The natoral growth was burnt off, grasa and
clover seed sown on ihe ashes, the land well lence‘_.i. and
stocked heavily in the apring, when the cattle greedily eat
the voung tender fera shoots, and by degrees dutm{ it
utterly. if thia precaution of heavy stocking when the ler
ia young ia not adoptad, it gets the betier hand of the grass
mg chokes it ont, and jour paddock again becomes #
waste.

Juat aa I was thoronghly enjoyin
ahip with Fanoy under the alte
called me into his stady one da‘y.

*I've bought that big block of land ten miles north of here.
Shall want you to go up and manage it Take up Tom
Hardy with yon. ell louk after the eattle and cook.
Then those two contractor fellows will soon run you up &
slab hut, A tent will do till it's ready. The{ can go on
with the stock-yard and horse paddock after. 1'll go up with

on to-morrow. (et yoor trapa ther, ready to stark.

'l give you two pound & week and fonnd.  You can paton
some stock of your own inte the bargain. Yon've got some
coin saved, I know.’ R

This programme I could ot hail with onmixed delight.
After residing in our )ively bome cirele Ishould find bachelor
quarters unquestionably dnll, and the losa of Fanny's sometr
would be & very severe one. Yet I should be very much
mole my own master, and instead of beiog virtually a stock-
man at the regular wejes of one pound per week, I shoald
be an overseer drawing double that remuaneration, with the
extra privilege of runuving a meb of my own cattle with my
uncle’s. I did not inform him that I should be nnable to
take advantage of this part of the offer at present, for know-
ing his great aversion to mining speculation, 1 had judged it
wikeat not to let him know ot my folly in oot regarding his
advice. Indeed, [ mow bitt.erfy regretted that I bhad
not the money in my pocket instead of what ap-

ared to me as £0 moch waste paper. 1 conld then

ave purchased & small mob of cattle. [T serionsly
thonght of selling out at once, but when I found that at
the current market price [ shonld not get hali my purchase
money back, I thought I would let things remain as they
were ¥or a time. I busied myself thay afterncon with look-
ing up our outfit, putting afew fresh straps on the pack
aa.ﬁdle. mending & hole or two in the tent, and pgetting
things ready %‘)r the worrew's jonrney. Tom Hardy,
who was ro be my{'ac totum, was a good sample of the
regrular old hand. ~ Nothing ever seemed to come amisa to
him. He could drive & team of bullocke, hreak in a yoong
horse, do zouzh carpentering, put in a day at the garden,
slaughter a beast, cut your hair, or serve EF aa good &
dinner as you need wish to sit down at, with the same im-
perturbable cooiness and good humonr. He had at varioue
times served in 8 great variety of capacities. When want-
ing a job he never refused a good offer whether he knew
anything of the duties or not, Lrusting to gued Inck and a
geneial aptitude for adapting himself to his work, whatever
it might twn oot to g@, o pull him through, which it
almost invariably did. 1 never yet remember heasing him
acknowledge that apything was bevond bim, He was 1hat
nare Qris, B jmk-o{nll trades, and master of—most of
them. It will be easily understood that he was exactly the
man for me.

my daily companion-
circamstances, uncle

(TO BE COXTINUED.)

EARLY AUTUMN.

THE country lanes are bright with bleom,
And gentle airs come stealing through,
I.aden with native wild perfume
Of balm and mint and honey dew,
And o'er the sminmer's radiant Huzh
Lies eatly aotumn's dreamy hush.

In wayside nooks the asters pleam,
And frost Aowers dance abuve the sod,
While, lapsing by, the silent stream
Deflects the hne of golden rod
That Aower which lights a dusky day
With something of the sun-god's ray.

The grape vine elambers o’er the hedge
In golden featoons ; sumacs burn
Like torches on the distant ledge,
Or light the lane at every turn,
And ivy riots everywhere
In blood tred banners on the air.

A purple mist of fragmant mint
gorgers the fences, drifting out
Of foatering corners, and ita tint,
Aa half of cheer and half of doubt,
Ia like the dear, delightfal haze
Which robes the hills these antumn days,

And strange, wild growths are newly met :
Odd things but little ?rized of yore,
Like some old jewel well reset,
Take on a worth onseen before,
As dock, in spring, & graceless weed,
Is brilliant in autumn seed.

T'he eticket and the katydid
Pipe low their sad prophetic tune,
Though sirs pulae warm the leases amid,
As played aronnd the heart of June ;
Low, minor straina break on the heart.
Foietelling age s yeatu depari.

The aweet old story of the year
Is apinoing vnward to its close,
Yet aounds as welcome on the enr
As in the tinie of op'ning rose ;
May life for all as sweetly wane
As comnes the sutuma tine again.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

DesTh is a wonderful mimic. He can take anybody off.

It wint HEcoVER -—' He's disgraced hin para ' * What
is his name? *Swmith.’

“This in & terrible weight of gilt,” moaned the little pie-
ture with the Liy frame.

A man never fully realizes the wealth of information he
doesn’t possess till hia Gret child begins to ask questions. |

* Ip this little casket | bave preserved all these years e
dearest remembrance of my honeymoon. It ia the lotel
bill.*

The hoapitality of some people has no roof toit. Ten
mple will pive you m dinper for one who will ofter you a

and a breakfast.

1f a man is bad his mother says it is becanse his wife
does not understand him, and bis wife says it is becanse his
mother always spoiled him,

If a two-wheeled vehicle is a bicycle, and a three wheeled
a tricycle, 1t does mot follow that the one-wheeled ia an
icicle. It is a wheelbarrow.

A Washinston Heights man claims that his wife is the
most ingenious woman in the worid. He has been married
ten years and she has bid his slippers in a different place
every day.

“.And where are you going, my pretty naid ¥
“1'm goinﬁ. kil ~ir. to church,.” she =aid.

* But isn't that ~onwthing new, fair maid 7
0 yes, I've gol my new bonnet,” she said.

! Maria, you will please start the him,’ called cnt the
parson frem the stairway at eleven p.m., and young Doodely,
who had accompanied the parson’s danghter home from
church, took the hint and teft.

The apot in Rome where Nero commitied suicide is said
to bave been discovered. It is on the 1'incian Hill, and was
identified by the discovery of s stone with an inscription
fixing the lceation of the villa where it is known the deed
was done,

¢ [ can't suy that I was overpowereill by the beanty of the
New York women,” says Mrs Stanley. <At the ball there
were strikingly handsome belles, but the averayge personal
beanty was lower than you would find in a Lupdon draw-
ing reom,

The Progressive Woman': clul i+ the name to Le given a
new organisation soon to be started in London. There isto
Ve but & small entrance fee, women of every class will be ad-
mitted and discussions will be entered into on all progressive
movements.

Miss Jeanette L. Gilder, sister of the editor of the Century,
and herself editor of the Uritir, ie eredited with beiog the
author of the remark that New York mea divide all women
into two classes, fools and rognes, and that they prefer the
rogues, though they marry the fovls.

Those who are near the Prince of Wales say he becomes
more and wore fastidious pbout bis mealas with advancing
years, and is something nkin to a terror to the royal covks.
He wants but little here below, but, by 1. George and all
the dragons, wants that litile very mice.

A woman named Abigall ("ochrane, who has just died in
Seotland at eighty-fonr years of ape, was a pauper from
the cradle to the grave. 3he was born in Greenock in 1807,
and was imbecile from her earliest yeuth, It is estimated
that she cost the publie purse between £2,000 and £3,000.

IaTs CHEWED L His FORTUXE—A miser living om
the Missouri River in Minnesota, U ., had beeo in the
habix for several years past of secreting his surplus cash in
a cellar onder his house. The pile, which was all in bank
bills, hal accumnlated until the total amounted te £1,000.
One day he visited the cellar to count over his secreted
horde, as was his wont opon Sunday, when tuo his surprise
and chargin he discovered that the rats kad chewed up the
bills until they were entirely worthless

TYPEWRITING x0T LicnT Work.—It seems ~carcely
credible that the girl typewriter whom yon can see
in any business oftice in  town reguires an  energy
equal to B,425 pounds to do_ & fair day's work? Hut
on calenlation this s fonnd correct.  To depress a
key on & typewriling machine requires & ounces of
energy. There are usually 60 depreseions a line and
twently five lines to a page {foolscap), awmounting alto-
gether to 1,600 Jepressions to a pyre. To write lifteen of
such pages, which is usually conxidered a fair day's work.
the typewriter must depress the keys 22,500 times, which
maltiplied by 6, the nnmber of onunces a depression, and thia
ayain divided by 16, the number of ounces in a pound, will
give the astonishioy result of 8,425 psunds of energy ex-
pended.

Huxaariax Music.—It wasin 1878 9, during the ocenja-
tion of Bosnia The battle of Magla) was raging, The
enemy, well protected in its fortified position, repulsed the
repeated attacks of the third escadrom of heavy dragoons
{Bohemias), who, disheartened and decimated, retreated in
wild disorder. IDdefeat seemed to be inevitable. CUaptain
Milinkovie's preseuce of mind bade Lim call in the secoml
escadron of the Thirteenth ltegiment of Hungarian hussars.
Using no eluonuence, no encouraging word, he simply
onlered the band 1o play three Hungarian meludies jor
them. The thundering hurrabh which drowned the sopgs's
last chord led the lads into the fire, and slthough enly
tweniy out of their bunilred survived the carnage, they dis-
lodged the enemy and wun the hattle.

Maikixe Love Iy CiHvReH.—In choreh & surprising
amount of flirtation and love making ia Jone every Sunilay.
Of course it ia carried on covertly, su much so, in fact, that
not one of the many worshippers ever muspecta the tmbh.
AL evening service one Sumlay A visitor was ushered to
vacaut pew, Uarelessly lifting & bytin book out of the rack
he found upon glanciog at the :iyleni that it was the projery
of a lady, Tur her name was thereon inseribed.  That, how-
ever, waa not all, fur apon viher ity leaves were vuch pR~anpes
a4 these, evilently luuul?' wiitlen, in reply 10 eune vilier
message : —* Florence tells me 1hat she believes you are in-
constant. What shall 1 tell her? This seemed tu bave
elicitell & negative reply, for directly below those lines was
this simiple yet soulful riyme : —

Oh. I'm 1tue to her. yew, frue to her.
As Hliwrns are true W A chesnuat burr,

e
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SOME MODELS-

THERE was the big ¥omali, Kano, whose yellowy- Wlack
vpidermis was of the texture of dressed crocodile-lesther.
1a Earopean costume his points did not ehow o advasntage;
but in & red-and white Arab jellaba, embroidered with gieen
#ilk, with & leopard skip and & Highland target of ball hide
—with & fancy arsenal of wenpons, from aa Afghan knife to
an A-lantee war spear, fromt & Chinese matchlock to a
boomerang — he was a laveable thing ta paint. Of late
years Kann has vanishied from our ken. There is & rumonr
io Stodicland to the effect that he has accepted au enyage-
ment with the manager of a travelling circos, and in his
character of a freshly-canght
Zulu devours three pounds of
raw beefsteak nightly, to the
tune of ‘The King of the
'annibalIslands “as breatheld
bhlarpniogly from blatant
brass,

Then there iwere those
three Italians. A ring at
the door, and when it waa
openel, there they would be
atanding, opal - eyeballed,
alive green in the cold san-
fizht of Albion. 1 iaics
rispetti signori’  OF went
the three hats togelher as if
three strings had been simul-
taneausly pulled. Did the
gentlenian want & molel?
Two modelat Three models?
Here was Federigo—elderly,
wrinkled, with a snile of in-
iinite patience and an ap-
petite of unfathomed
capacity : here  Battista,
sarnamel the Big, with the
muscltes of an ox and the
maustaches of 4 Papal Guard.
Last but not least, Beppi the

Boy, the mendacions, the
gailicky, rhe beautital !
Then there waz Topsy
Tirlepin. Topsy  would
arrive with a Belgravian
rat-tat nod imguire airly,
'Seamble  inY Seumble

would admir the impeach.
ment. LU pon which Topsy
would forl the red-satin
paraecl—slie  earried  this
in all seasons—and surge
over the threshold and into
the stadio with an air which
betokened ther familinrity
with the topography of Pot-
boiler Flats. Topsy was quitethe lady—insistent on the aspi-
rate—had picked np & rood deal of the artistic jargon, and em-
ployed her knowledge quite as intelligently as the art critie
of aminor weekly. Shewasnice inher eating, wasTopey, and
threw over Sapp (ireen, Academy pictore and all.]i:cause
the views of artist and inodel did not accord in the niatter
of lunches. Cold meat, with a pickle, and halfpint of
hitter fonr (days oot of 7ix! And upon the table of a gentle-
an in Mr (ireen’s position! A Hot Hontray was, to ray
the least of it, what one might have expected, and a drop of
harnt Cognac in one’s cafly ! Tapsy’s criticisms weze free'y
lLeatowed. if not always gratefnlly received; and she
possessedd A vast store o

biographical information re-

NATIVE

making of inarticnlate noises — mologieal, repolsive, um-
conth. There ia an unfinislied full length stody of Maria
loaning up, face to wall, in the same corner with the Veanrio.
She walked out in a rage and didn't eome bark arain, and
w0 the final touches were neverputin. Et was Chisselish who
offended her. He had staried a sketeh in clay, and string and
compuss p d Maris (riannina te three poinis lesn
from the tip of the left shoulder to the inner enl of the
left cimvicle than from: the inner exd of the right elaricle
ta the tip of the right shouller. How Maria Giannins
winded the slur thus cast npon the exactnesn of her pro;

tions I Lardly know, She had Sittle enongh Engli:goin
those days, but tones and geatures were enough for Sonthern
quickness to comprehend,  She rose up and came down off

- R

Mr M. J. Gunnon.

Ar Thoe. Mackay. Mr Y. L. Rees.

LAXND Laws

Mr Jas. Carroll

pigs U'—thus in effect Maria Giannina—*° you are ignorant
us Asses. You meéssure, dyon punch, vyon dagb, yon wag
oar heads together. And for what¥ Both thomb-uoails
{mnht tagether inqniringly, separated, and waved dis-
F)amgingly. *For nothing ! How beaotiful this foolery t
'rth ' —an egnuine exprestion of disgust. * And—hely
eaints !—it must net be your danbed canvas, —which 1
curse ! yonur cbscene lamp of dough, opon which 1 apit !
{anitinyg the action to the worl)—*that iz to blame. brt
Aatia Giannioa who 13 made wrong A stamp. “Have
not you,” Paron, the great Sigooc with the beaatiful beard
—whom yoo call Ber Federic—bave he oot paint Maria

MrJ. M. Geddix.

COMMISSION . —SEE LETTERPRENS,

THE LOT OF A COUNTRY DOCTOR.

*Yes,' aaid the doetor, whipping nup his horse—it was a
sprinter—nontil the light Img? bounded over the stones of
the conntry road like a freight train on the clespers. It
wus night, and the lantern swinging vndermeath only nade
the darkness ahead xeem more opaque than ever, *Yes,
tho life of a eountry doctor is what you might eall & picnic
in U minor. Itis a cake with more spice than pluma, for
it has more variety to the square inch than any other por-
suit that it has ever been my fortone to enconnter.

‘T have been riding abont this eountry for twenty-two
years and have what yon might call llprelt.y extenasive prae-

tice. T attend aboot every-
thm% in two coantirs, from
chilblains to childbirth. Iam
the niedical foster father of
the presen’ generatinn any-
where within twenty miles
of myv home. I have closed
the eyes and 1 trnst eased
the pains of shme thonzands
of good perople  Many of
my constituency do not know
m{_ mame. am siwply
**The Doctor™ 1o them.
Bad debts? Well, I dont
kpnow. 1 mever did keep
hooks, Bat if I had got. five
chillings for every profes-
aional visit that I bave made
I would e about eight times
richer than I am.

‘I am on the go eighteen
honrs oot of the twenty-four
and s=ven days in the week.
The rest of my time I have
for rexc and recreation. RBat
a doctor does not uweed the
sleep of other people! 1
always keepr five borses in the
stable and change off reveral
tintes a day. | am a hard
driver. When a horse goes
lame or breaks down I pot
him ont to pasture.  If the
breakdown is a bad one I sell
theanimaland buy afreshone.
Sometimes I drop asleep ait-
ting bolt apright in my buggy
while my hiorse btings me to
the stable of h s own ac-o1d.
L try to keep awnke, becanse
it s not safe 1o sleep that
way; but therearetimeswhen
1 would sleep if 1 was nidi
;r.mi_;]ghr. inltlnl) the Iteeth ‘:5

ostile artillery sim

canzot keep awake. Conaidering that :1.3:'3 are thlr"g'
luzy coal railroads and a canal within & forlong of my
honse, the luxory of sleeping on the go is extremel

nhazardous, yet 1 have ridden ior miles on the towpath witﬂ
the enpal not six inehes from my bugry wheels on one side
and the river not six inches on'the other. I hase done it
at night, too. Never bad a tomble? Oh, yes I have
Some pretty bad onee. But I am not dead yet, as you see,
and on the whole I have had remarkably good Inck. '

. That lantern between the wheels has saved me many a
jomizey. People see it coming, know that it means the
doctor, and ron out to intercept me. It isn’t everyone who
. eanswing alantern thar way.

If you were to try to do it

warding friends of hems —
Topsy s clients were all
‘ friends ~ —who had wartied
ladies of her awn profession.
These ladies, accordiog to
Top<y. invariably conducted -
tlhiem=elves as thengh to the
purple bomo; waodering
throngh harv vista of io-
numerable D'rivate Vicws,
robed in zplendour, leaning
an the arm oi President himn-
self ; whilst their haypy
possessars invariably at-
tained to repate and fortune,

There was Triggs—little
Trigps, whogave up the pro-
fession and went into the
foreign wine trade. A few
of us helped Lim in his effort
10 take one nanly step he-
vond the hounds of madel-
dom. Ent it was no uze;
lie was eatorated with idle-
ness, s0 to speak. The life
Lal eaten into him. In a
dusty corner of the studio
stand, to this day, some
dozen Hlasks of Trigg's
nnique Vesuvio, guaranteed
& vintage of exceptional
«juality, imported from the
very font of the bhoming
mountain. That Vesuvio
was tested at a stadio supper,
and triumphantly vindicated
its title to the ion of
voleanic pruperties on that
wccasion.

Maria (iiannina next. Taughter of \enice, adoptive
childl of Londeon, Saffron Hill knows thee yet. To day
Maria (riannina ia Parona of & little eating-house in that
lucality, where veal with tomatoes and long strings
iacarnni ey be washed down Ttalian thruats with
the most iniquitous of cheap vintages, and rows with knives
ure mat infrequent. Maria §iannina is aging, with the
wemature ol agze of the ltalian woisan. Her ripe, browp,
luscinua cheek in getting sunken, her curves of contour are
leas voluptnouy, her ropes of hair —hair sun-gilded on the
nommits of its waves mod black as night in the
masrea of its shalows—are less plentiful.  Her eyea
have lost their aleepy-fiery expression, and are grown
hawk-like, eager for bajwcAd Her manners are more
civilized, less engagingly brutal. She is less given to the

-

without learning the secret of
it the lantern would go ont
before you bad gore ten rods

‘ Some day I shall get old
and useless, and sell out my
businessandretire. But I fear
I will have to be very old and
extremely prood for nothing.
Or else, perhaps, I shall
pitch out oo my head some
night and pet my quietns
that way, hen there will
be & splendid ehance for some
young doctor.

“ But ontil one or the other
centingency arises the yonng
doctors have got to whistle
for patients in my bailiwick, I
tellyou. Ilove mvy Lusinesa.
It iz wife and child to me
And 1 pro to Temain
menarchof all Ianrveyas long
B8 My eyescan see the horse’s
flank and my good right hand
can hold the reins. There's
a strong bit of pride about me
if I am only a country doctor,
and I am going to do the
doctoring of this country side
if I Lizve to do it for nothing,
becanse when [ do it 1 know
it is being done just right.

EVENING AT ROTUKUA.—MOKOIA ISLAND,
'
¢
the platform, and unburdened her soal as followe - —* Sons of
tiiannina?! Have he not cry, * Marie, by this sonl of mige
you have the bati pairlec?” Che-c! In my own land the
great artists weep, ‘ Come back, Maria, little love and we
will ALl thy lap with Hotins ! And 1 will go back, dedicating
you, descendants of drowged duogs, to the devil.  Cupisse !
Then Maria liianoioa bounced oat, upaetting Chissellish,
high stool, and wet clay and all, with & scornful throst of
her shapely muoscular elbow. She shook the dust of the
studiv literally from ber feet, and, baving, been paid before-
hand for the whole three sittings, departed and retnroed no
more.

*ORB' CORRUGATED IRON will cover more—a )
WY more —thap any other irom, and foriquallty has no equa’,

CIRL SLAYERY IN TIBEV.

THE Sau-ch'uanese nre mach

F’u‘en to meliing girls, nnd large numbers are exported yearly
wom Ch'ung-ching fer Han-kou mnd Shanghai and’olher

Eastern c¢ities.  The price usually paid for one of six or
seven years is from seven to ten taels. They are kindly
reared by the atock farmer who buys them, receive n
*libaral edocation with all modern actomplishments,’ and
when they have nttained the age of sixteen are easily dis-
pored of at high prices. The trade has nothing eroel about
it, nd many of these girls are respected members of society
in after life, and certainly enjoy many more material eom-
forta than if they had been left in their poor villagea In
homes of highly respectable Chinese the wifs can ba fonnd
with four or five little girla porchased with her savings, and
l,h_erda.m treated with as moch kindoess and lovess bor own

T

From a aketch by M T. Ryan.
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K@ RAUTAD TEPIERE'

15 » native whare ai Ohinemutu, erected by the
late Nivinona Pene, famous for his beantifal
native carvings throaphouy the Hot Lake Distriet.
The whare 1s at n occupied by Mr Alf
Warbrick, the well-known tourist gude to the
Hot Lake District, and is & favoarite resort for
visitors, who gladly avail themselvas of the appor-
tunity of inspecting the collection of native corios
which Mr Warbrick is in possession of.

CARE OF THE PIANO.

WiTH proper care &nd attestion a good piano
should lant & family & lifetime. If this is Dot
given it the piano will in time become harsh and
“tin pny~ and afford little =atisfaction or de-
tight to its owner. Ordinary practice, whether
by & child or & grown-up person, will oot injure &
iano in anyway. It is not necessary to be m pro-
essional pianc player and to know exactly with
what force to strike the Leys in order to keep the
instrument in good condition. Of eonrse it will
not be improved by thumping the ease or by
striking the keys with any had substance.
Neither does this remark apply te schools and
institutions where playing ix taught and the in-
strament is nsed eontinuou.slf for ten or twelve
hours every day. In the latter case the felt
portions will wear out sooner than if it was used
in a private family.

The matter of tuning should not be neglected,
and should never be intrusted to any other than
an experienced person. Incapable taners very
often work irreparable injary to the most perfect
and costly inttruments. During the firey year a
new piano shoold be toned every three or four
rontls at least.  After that it will only be
necessary to hare it tuned at longer intervals.

Dampness is the most dangerous eneny the
piano has to contend against, and for this reason
the climate must be considered. If the instroment
is placed in » damp room ot left open in a draught
of air, the result will be that the strings, tuning
pins, and the various metal parts will become
coated with rust, and the cloth used in the con-
struction of the keys and activn become swollen.
It is posilively painful to play on such a pianc.

Kosewood, the material used in most pianos, is
A tropical wood with large open pores, and if the
instrument is ex| to the dawpness for an o
considerable length of time tke effect on the polis L
or vamish by awelling the wood of the outside
-ease will be extremely injurions. This applies
tn other woods, althongh in a somewhat less
degree. Persons living at the seaside are
particularly liable to have their instruments marred by this
-element.

That checkered, whitish appearance so often seen on rose-
wooil pianos is dae to their being exposed incessantly to the
influences of homidity. It caogses the d 1 rose-

MAORI *‘TIKI,

Found at a pa at Rotorua. Now in Auckland Mpseum.

Another effect of dampness, and one of great importance
althoogh litt'e understood, iz the formation of ridges
caused by the sounding board swelling and raising out of its
exact position. While this in reality is one f the besat

wood to swell, narrowa the pores ont of which tha varmish
is forced with irresistible power amd revarnishing and re-
_polishing then beconiss necesaary. This 13 tather coatly,
-burt it must be done if appearance is considered.

KO RAUTAQ TEPIERE'—INTERIOR

ev of the excellent qoality and seasoning of the
material, the uninformed observer often mistakes them for
crackas and lays the blame on the manofacturer. The
highest grade of pianos are made of thoronghly seasonel
material, which ogvinusly absorbs dampness more rapidly

OF MR. ALFRED WARBRICK™S

WHARE

than imperfectly dried wood, and are thus rendered
lem impervions to its infAnence. Exoessive cold
or extreme heat shoold be avoided, and the piase
shoald not be placed too near & beated stove or
Lot air fiom jurnaces. Vianos sometimies give
forib a rattling, jarring noise, while to all appear-
ances they are in excellent condition. his iw
cansed by sowne hard enbstance, oflen so smiall an
1o entirely escape detection, Laving dropped inside
the instrument. It is very important that the
2pundiog board shonld be kept entirely free frum
dnost and all vther extraneous matrer. The best
way to accomplish this is by Keeping the pianv
clused when not in ase. A plano, however, shoald
never be allowed to remain unopened for & perivd
of several months or longer.

To protect the instrumen" from bruises aod
scratehes it should be coverel with an india
rubber, or cover of some other waterial. Strange
as it may seem, the piano ia not free from the
depredation of mothia.  They are very .lestructive
to the cloth and relt weed in the manufacture of
pianos, but may be kept out by placing a lnmp of
camphor wrapped in soit paper in the ioside
corner, which should be reaewsed from time to
time. 1 have ~een pianos which have bheen in con-
stant nse for thirty-five years almost as gool as
new. With proper care and attention this is
possible with any lirst class pianoforte.

PAULINE LUCCA.

MwyE. PAavLExeE Lvuvea i on the point of bidding
farewell to the operatic stage oo which she has
gained so many triumphs, and will thus retire at
about the same age {48)as that at which Ginlia
Girisi liad, sorely apainst the grain, to relinqoish
the career she loved so passionately.

Pauline Lucca was in Ler be-t days guiteun s
par with Paiti, Nilsson, Albani, and the other
prime donue of the Iast yuarter of a century. 0
a slight atature—-a little higgrer, rhaps, than
Adelina I'atti—Lucea could, nevertheles~, present
A moat Lnposing appearance ; and in the pictar-
esque costune of 3elika in the ' Africane, a part
which Meyerbeer, we believe, wrote expre-sly fur
her, she completely filled the -1age, evenin so
large a house as Covent Liarden. Selika was,
Ker 1aps, her most celebrated irnperzonation, and

er large violet.gray ey es lixed her andiences much
as the Ancient Mariner held the Wedding Liaest.
She was a charmiog Carmen, and Zerlina and
Clhernbino were also inclwied in her list of parta.

Lucca is a magaificent dramatic singer, and ber
voice was full, rich, and of wide ran, The
music-loving Viennese have been of all mortala
the mowt favoured in the matter of hearing Luces,
and she used to be very popular in Loandon, as
well as at St. Petersburg and other Earopean capitals,

An Aliiance lecturer, who got up to addrees a meeting,
said : *Now brothers, what shall | talk about? 'Tal
about a minute,” saik one brither, whn had heard him
DLefore.

EFrom o skefch by Mr T. Rynn.
AT OHINEMUTU.
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MY BREACH OF TRUST.

—_—
Y KW ARD HEREON-ALFEN.

ARIS, the gry city of the volatila
Frenchman, was in an excited condi-
tion, in thespring of 1877, when I, with
two or three good fellows, all of us
war-eorrespomilents, had our orders to
proceed on our way tu the seat of the
war in the Balkan Peninsulp, which
had been recently declared.

The experiences of & war-correspon-
dentare alwaysexciting, often perilous,
and generally unigue. To an even
greater degree than the officer or

soldier actuslly engagred in the Feld, he requires to be in
the forefront of the fight, and, on the pi inci;?e that lookers-
on sce most of the game, he ia often afforded opportunities
of witnessing events which escape the observation even of
the oflicers commanmding, as, besides watching the actual
progress of the strife, he is bound to keep an eye on sur-
rounding ecircumstances, ethnological or otherwise, and
ia often required to play & part—important or unimportant,
as the case may be—in the little personal dramnas of life
and death, which go to make up the history of a war.

The experience | am about to relate was one of these. [
waa called upon to act, almost withont premeditation, in
the [ast act of a drama which was touching, painful, and
full of luman interest.  Whether I did right or wrong is
the problem [ ams about to propound to you.

We sat together in the train bound eastward, chatting
over the cuswx belli and probable result of the war, whilst
the lung vita of iron rails terminated in nothingness at the
potnt of sight behind us, and landed us towardy evening at
the Genwan frontier.  As I wandered around amid the con-
fusion of the ounane, looking with objectless curiosity at
the names inscribed upon the rummaged portmanteaux and
other itmpedimients of the Eurvpean traveller, and wonder-
ing which of the harried passengers belonged to whicl: pieces
of luggage, I observed a young fellow, acarcely more than a
boy, appurently, standing a little apart from the crowd, and
evulently naconcerned in the general haymaking that was
otticially proceeding. What struck me at once about him
was the shadow of 4 grent sadness clonding his fine gTAY-
Inlqe eyes. He was short ratber than tall, with carly _!-ellow
hair, and was dressed ingray corduroy with 8 gunesi military
helmet ¢n his head, & leathern belt about his waist, his legs
cased in konee high soft leather boots. His expression of
deapair attracted whilst it tonched we, and, guessing his
nationality to be French, I sauntered up to him and ad-
dretsed aome easual remark in that language, apropos of the
acene before ua.  He replied, and we entered into conversa-
tion.

_‘l\'lou bave got through the infliction of the custcm liouse,
said I

* I have nothing hut a valise,’ replied he.

‘ALY I rejoined. You travel light, like a veteran--for
your costume seems to indicate a long jonrney.’

* Law praceding to the seat of war, replied he.
special correspondent,”

‘Indeed! Welcome, then, erwmcarade,” and I handed him
iy cird in exelange for his, whereupon was inseriled, © AL
Maxime Durand, Jorrespundent  Speginl  ofw Hufletin
uotifion.”

L made him transfer his valise into ur conpartmeat, pre-
sented him to his fature vonfréves, and before misny leagues
lind separated us from the fruntier, Lis sadness had wp-
parently worn off to a great degree, and we all became the
Lest friends in the world. Thus we reached Ciurgero on
the Danube, and set off thence in search of the Russian stadf
to which we were attached. By the end of the campaign,
must of the Loys talled & funny gibberish which they called
Turkish, but at the comtuenzement [ was the only *Tuk >
in the pueey ; so I had it all my own way, so to speak, and
coralied the soft places in the aribas, 11 earts, that took us
ta the front, 1t was this, 1 think, conbined with the fact
that | was the tivst correspondent to kpow him as * gne of
ns," and by divine right of lendership that attached Maxime
[rutand especiaily to e, Altogether, we correspondents in
the Husso-Turkisk business were a joyful crew and Kept a3
elo~e together as we could thyoughont the campaign, but my
expecial corade and the pet of the whole crowd, was
Maxie Durand.

He never lost heart, never complained, though he suffered
tenibly from cold, poor bey, amr we used to ehaff him un-
wereitully for the care with which lie wounld pus on his
gloves and wax his moustaches before a triangular bit of
Iouking-glaws, bhefore going to the front.  He was the life
amd woul of the party ; he was a really remarkable cook,
and performed culinary prodivies with lialli a dezen looted
egis, some hedgerow weeds and an antique hen, cut ofl' con-
swlerahly pRst her prime by a revolver bullet. In the even-
ings he would sing, or rather croon, echoes of the Champs
Elysies, or tell us the rost *impossible’ stories till wa
threw things &t him.  We used to rout him out with o
bayunet, or a lump of ice, in the small Lion1s of the morning,
to do the lighter work of the mess, but when it came to his
turn to do the heavier work of the community, one of the
alder men used always to o it for him, assuring Lini that
he would get his handa dirty, or break his eye-glass, or
something terrible of that kind, if we suffered him to do his
abare of the rongh work of the cawp. In a word, he was
our #poilt child, and if ever he happened to be late reiurn-
ine tu ynarters in the evening, we used to feel pusitively
sick until he appeared, with probably a atring of Aebeebs in
his hanod, which he haid a knack of trading with confiding
‘T'urks, agaiust an eld deearation vick-up on the field, s
slilapidatell sword, a bunel of Iuoleci but honiesick carrots,
ot & amlful of apples, nuv longer © fragrant with the fire of
forgotten auwns.’ 513 attributed his triumph in this direc-
tion Lo his elepuence in the vernacular, Maxime's Turkish
consisting of = * Hou tsxterim” {* 1 want thix '), ¥ir dene bon'
tlive e this "), $Chepnk ol (*Laak sharp'), ¢ Souss of *
(*Nhat up ), S Sheitawyeh ghit” (*Ga to the——"), anil
i Xhekwrlor FEffvading hozeeetieri’ (* Thank you, my v
Your Lxcellency’), I taught him the original Twikish of
these practical phirrses, and more he refuned to learn.

\\'el.ll ! well ! you imnet forgive me for digressing in this
wanner, like an vld man babbling about hix darling.  Ia
was very dear to me, was our gold-cucly headed little frifen

‘Tama

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPIIC

Maxiwe, and when he was killed, I saw tough old oorres-
pondenta weoep for him—guoron 8 _fui

‘The war pronned An dwindﬁrw ita enlminating point
{if I mlz be allowed the paradox) —the Fall of Plevon.  For
& mooth we had been encamped with the Muoscovite bat-
talions, waiting for Usman Pasha’s superb defence to yield
before tha omnipotent generals Famine, Frost and Diseass,
lugporusd hg Skobeleff and Todleben,

1nce the drd of November we had been sitting before the
walls inactive, waiting in grim horrible expectancy for the
heroism of the berieged to pive out, for since Skobeletls
disastrous storm of September 3rd known to hi.sl;nr! as the
Lovicha attack, in wlich he bad lost fully half of his army
without impairing the position of Osman, we had learned to
respect our foe and to truat to the slow, irresistible weapon
of faniTue, rather than to the impstucsity of the Moscovite
soldier or the string of the Berdan rifle.” (}a the 9th of De-
cember, however, spies brought os the intelligence that a
sortie was immioent and on the 10th, the Turks having
deserted the Krishin redonlt, it was occupied by a Russian
battalion,

We koew that the beseiging force might expect to be
shelled from the fortress at the dawn of the morrow, and .as
we wore ignorant of OUsman’s resources, we noae of us knew
for certain that we should be alive to mess together on the
following evening, and I for my part wrote a letter, which I
felt might be my laat, to my paper, and seribbled some short
notes home under cover to my editor. At ten o'clock I took
my dispatches to the headquarter lines, and having seen
them safely en frain de depeere, returned to our tent.

As I approached our canvas shelter, 1saw outlined againat
tha lim lith within, & cloaked fizure in a tarboush [erron-
aously called né: by the occidental]. *A Turk? thought
I ae I crept up behind him and gripped him by the throat.
As the starlight shone out upon the colourless face I ex-
claimed starting back as I did s0:—

CDicn' Maxine, que Fais tu T ¥

“Ah! Mon ckher,” replied he, ‘I was waiting for yon—1I
wanted to speak to you.” On the pale drawn features I
could see the trace of recent tears, but I rejojned as ronghly
as [ could :

¢How dare you rob yourself of your beauty sleep like
this ; * Don't yon know we've got to turn ont at dawn to-
maorrow in all probability ¥

¢Codger " repliel he (a perversion of the Turkish
Khedjo” [teacher] bestowed upon me by * the boya’ in de-
ference to my knowledge of the language) * don't langh at
me to-night for I'm quite serivus—for once.  You are m
dearest friend out here—are you not?—and I want to tal
to you very Berioual;r to-night under these stars which I
shall never see asain.

*Come, come, cher ami,’ I said, yon mustn’t talk like
that, In the first place it’s ridiculous, and in the second
it's unlucky. We knights of the pencil don’t get shot, and
of all of us, you at any rate are bound to return &nd make
some fair Graziells happy for life.”

I had takes him by the arm and we had reached, by a
pathway trodden in the snow, the summit of a little earth-
work thrown up by Todleben’s sappers. He pointed to the
distant lighta which cutlined the fortificativns of Plevna
and said :

* Behind those walls, old fellow, lies a bullet that will
find me in the ficld in the morning, and I want you to do
me a great favour when I'm under the snow in the trenches
yonder. Viomise me, cler anii, promise me '

* Well,’ T replied seeinyr that he waa bound te relieve his
mind, ‘[ promise,—the more readily as 1 know I shan™t be
called upon to perform—what in it ?'

*Thank you. T must tell you—by way of introduetion—
something about myself. Iwa~ bornin Douai, where I lived
until my parenta died and I became a travelling correspon-
dent of the Buflsfin; and in Douai there lives a child whom
I shonld have married after this campairn had I lived —we
have been hetrothed for many years. Bhe is Enphrasie, the
daughter of 0ld Baptiste Sterelle, one of the most respected
citizens of Douai, and we have loved one anvther ever since
we were chililren—so high. YWhen you spoke to me at the
German custom-house on cur way out here, You remember
that I was almost heart-broken ; {wi]l tell fvou why. I was
engaged for the Lnllefin at Avignon when I received a tele-
gram from Paris ovdering me to report myeeif for service at
the seat of war, atten on the following moming, in Paris.
My first thoughts were naturally of Enuphrasie, whom I had
not seen for weeks and whem I might hever see again, and
I lefy for Douai at once, intending to bid Eunphrasie farewell
and proceed to Paris by the midnight train. T reached
Douai faink with hunger and anxiety, and on my way to
M. Sterelle’s, I stopped at the restaurnnt of Pire Larréze to
take a glass of wine and a cruat to strengthen me for my
adien. Whilst I ate, there entered a man by name Nicolas
Duioure, whe for many years had endeavoured to supplant
me in Euphrasie's love, and who hated me with all the
hatred of an unsuccessfol rival. I did not want to part—
even from him—in anger, so I addressed him, and, on his
expresaing surprise at zeeing me, I told him I was leavin,
for the war to night. He could hardly believe it, and I too
from my pocket my editor’s telegram ; as 1 did s0, Enphra-
aie’a last letter to me fell from my pocket-book—Iinstantly
replaced it, but not before he bad seen the writing, tor he
turned white with anger aml rose and left me without &
word.

* I finished my little meal and proceeded in the direction
of Baptiste Sterelle’s. It was twilight, and as [ mounted
the little narrow street behind the Mairie, which led to their
houre, suddenly I received a blow on the head. I remember
nothiog more. - When I came to my senses I was the aole
occupant of a third-class carriage on a train whirling I knew
not whither. At the first station the guard opened the
door and seeing e recovered, exclaimed ;

1 Ah { monr brave, that's well.  We are better now ¥’

"% Where am 17" said T,

P ' “Yuu are in the midnight express on your way to

Bris. "’

t++ And how did T get hera ¥

4 You were cartied into the station at Douai, and put
under my charge, by a tall blonde man, who gave me your
ticket, saying that you had to be in Paris early to-morrow,
but had tleen indulging in & little farewell * jolilication '
with yoor old hienﬁn at Donai. Liew ofc dient. Weall
know what it is ; sleep on, won ami, we are yet some hours
from 1'aris; you will Le all right when we anive.” And eo
he left me.”

‘What did it mean? Who was the tall blonde man?
Certainly not 1ufoure, whom I thought of at once, for he
is short and dark. A foot-pad no doubt—for 1 had been
robbed of everything, my watch, my woney, my pocket-

book eontaining Enprasie’s letter and my editor's talegram.
It was from the latter, no doobt that the robber had dis-
covered my identity and the need in which I stood of being
in Paris to-morrow, and I felt almoss grateful to the un-
known giant who had been »o far id 1o me, th [
he bad robbed me not only of my worldly possessions, but
of my Inet interview with Enphrasie. Bui besides harieg
beea stunned I had also been drogged,—it wis only twi-
light when I left the rasvaurant of Pére Larréze, and it was
net:;]ﬁ{ one o'clock in the morping when I received the

uard's explanation at that unknown station on the road to

’aris.  What was to be done?! How communicate with my
darling in Donai? Waell, I hoped that I should ba able to
write from Paris, To telegraph was oot of the queation, for,
in Douai, the telegraph operator is general retailer of public
and private news.

“ I reached Paris, worn ont, in tha early morning and put
in an sppearnnce at the office &t ten o'clock. I wea closeted
with the editor for an hour, and received imstructions to
leave Paris, by the Orient Express at midday, barely time
in which to make my finsl preparations. And thus I left
I bellr Frenee hehind me—now you Lknow the cause of my
misery when you met me io the German dousne.

‘I have written two or three times since I have been in
the Balkans, but alas! it is such a chance whether private
lesters get through the lines, and even if they de, ib iv a
still greater chance if they ever arrive, and I hava a terrible
fear that Enphrasie hos never heard anything from we
since 1 left. had lovked torward to telling ber all about
it on my return, now I ehall never see her, nr Donai, or
France again. It is only you, cher ami, who can help me
now, and youn will—won't you?

He paused, hia utterance choked by a great sob, [ felt
dangerously near tears myself as [ answered, ‘Yes, yes,
mon garcon, come, what is it you want of me ¥

“It is this—1 wear 10und my neck a chain on which I
carry her portraib in a locket and a little gold image of f
Sainte Vifrge that my wother gave me when 1 was con-
firmed. When I am killed to-morrow, 1 implore you to
seek my bod{ among the dead, I want you to take these
from my neck and carry them back to her, and tell her that
Itloved her and ber alone, to the very end ; that Maxime
died in harness, with hers, the dream-face, beforse his eyes ;
that his last thoughts were of her, and tell her not to think
hardly of hint when yon have told her the story of his last
visit to Donai. Promise me, Codger, promise me."

Of course I promisad him, thongh I repeated wny expres-
sions of derision at his * presentiment,’ and thea, the stars
being on the wane, I bade hiun get what sleep he could
before the first bass notes of the orchzstra should wake us
to the fact that the opera had connnenced.

The next morning, the 11th of Iecember, before dawn,
the stir of the camp woke us, and in less than one hoor, as
the first raye of the sun began to tinge the snow with streaks.
of transient crimson, that should ere long become per-
manent, the celebrated sortie of (Usman PPasha in the diree-
tion of the Sofia road—the Fall of Plevna—had commenced.
I had ronted out Maxime Duarand, who had slept through
the opening chords of the cannon's music like a child, and
we bhad ridﬁen to the front together.

To compensate for the dangeis that a correspondent has
to run Lie has one prolective axiom—it i3 his duty to him-
self and his jonrpel te keep as much out of harn'a way as
possible, and acting in this sense Maxime snd 1climbed into
& cvuple of trees on a slight emineace cominanding a fine
view of the fortrees and the trenches where the Siberian
regiment lay hidden. There we rat for a ecouple of hoors—
1 with my horse’s reins hooked over my foot so that should
the animal take fright and stast oft, he wounld jerk me down
on to hisback  Mnaxime was gimilarly posted about twenty
yards distant. The incidents of that terrible sortie and
Usman Pasha’s magnilicent dying effert are historic and
need no recapitulation ; suffice it to say that we must have
been discovered by telescops from the walls, or by the ad-
vancing rolumns, zn- snddenly a bullet lodged in the branch
on which I was seated, and was immediately followed by &
dozen others that whistled nopleasantly near my sacred

rson. I dropped inte my eaddle and riding over to
Elnxime I called out:

‘Come down! they're firing at us.
rafer place.’

Heo came down, and seeing me lighting a cigarette he
eried : * Al t Codger, pour Camonr de Dien et de moi ! give
me a cigarette, wy tingers are irozen and I have not gota
match.”

I rolled him a cigarette and handed is to him with my
lighting apparatus, an American invention in which &
epring revolves an energy wheel against a steel spike and
bEmws a shower of eparka npon a scrap of tinder. Now, in
lighting the tinder 1 always directed the shower straight
before me, between my charger’s ears, so thay the aninal
had never seen this miniature firework display, and it was
astartling novelty te him when Maxire fired tha thing a
yard away from his head. Heeared, turned and eantered
off about thirty yards, and as I returned towards Maxime
the keen intelligence of the brute, who was an old cam-
paigoer, *perceived '—as somahow or other horaes do per-
ceive, long befure their riders very often - the np?‘rou—hing
flight of a shell, and *crouched ’ ae it were. 1 threw my-
self aleng his flank as circus riders do, shoutiog to Maxime
a3 I did so:

Let ns find some

*Shell ¥
¢ Pos pour moi ” 1 heard him cry nirily as be lit his cigar-
ette. They were his last wnrds—alinost as he spoke the

explosion ook place covering my homse and myeeli with
anow and earth. I looked towards Maxime. Good God!
shall T ever forget the horrer of the sight: ! .

A fragment of the ahell had struck bim full in the breast,
and the r golden-haired boy was literally smashed to
pieces. mnw the veil of silence over the horror of my
task, and suflice it to say 1 found the gold chain, the locket
and the image, and hung them r_ound ny own nec_k, where
they remained till the teimination of the campaign. We
were a saddened and eilent group ju the correspundents’
mess that night. Plevoa bad surrendered soon after mid-
dey. What n day of carnage it had been! I have been in
many such scenes since, but seldom have seen anything ap-
proaching it

The war drew to a close and ended with the treaty of
San Steiano. Most of ua had mothers, sisters, pweethearts,
wives waiting for us at home—I had none of these, I am
nlvne in the world—ao I went straight to Paris, and thence
to Douai, where I arrived in the blaza of & waim spring

noon. An [ made my way from the atation, T saw inseribed
over the window of & cabaref in the main sireet, Larrere —
Restaurateur.
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* Hers,' than%:l. tiz where the bay passed his laat con-
scious hours in Douai I’ i

I went in, and nedn.tmg mysell ‘:ef:n:u ;., mod:smi;;:ner,
sovn succeeding in drawiog mine host lnto conversation.

‘1 have juntgwme from the war in the Eust,’said I by

of introduction. A

w.'yAh 1 Monsieur is from the war t* replied the garrulouns
Frank, rising st once to the bait, *then parhaps, he met M.
Darand, the correapondent of the Bulichin Quotidien.

« Durand ¥ said 1 reflectively — * oh, yos, 1 remember.
Did you koow him¥ .

. Igo I know him ! Mais ou

i, le aeélérat] He mnl:]a from
uai, and [ saw him the night before he went to the war,
g: ;ln'n stayed out there in t.fne East has ho not T

« Yes—ha has stayed cut there.”

+ Ahthewretch | He was betrothed to one of the sweeteat
young girls in this city, but he didn’t appreciate her and has
atayed ont there, no doubt living in wie Turgue with ita
immorslities and horrom.!

' How do you mean ¥’ queried I .

+ Why, the might before he left, he came to Doval snd
dined at the very table at which you are sitting, monsieur.
And then, instead of going to say “ good-hy ” to his loved
one, he got into some drunken brawl in the lower parts of
the town, and had it not been for the Eoodneua of a friend,
who also loved Mile Sterelle, he would never hava reached
Paris in time ta follow his duty, This friend happeoed to
koow that he had ko leave, and saw him off to Paris, terribly
intoxicated, and maturally the good people of Louai were
very indigmant.”

:—{\nd \L;:eru does Mlle. Sterelle live now 2’

¢ Ah, monsieur ! Her father died suddenly, soon after
Maxinie departed, and left her alone in the worl d ; amd then,
s she had never lieard from Maxime, and he;nd, IMOTEQYer,
that he had decided to reruain out their amid the horrible
Iuxury of the East, ahe married M. Nicolas Dufoure—the
bon buirgéois who had loved her long.”

+ And did she love this M. Dufoure ¥’

« Not s she loved Maxime, of course, but—que vaulez vowus?
—_ghe was alone, deserted, with a business on ler hands
which she could not manage by herself, and she respected
her presont husband, —which is, ro duubt, far betéer than
loving him,—and she will be happier with him than she
would have been with Maxime, who has turned out to be a
droukard and a sensualiss.’ i

v Ah | and where does Mme. Dafonre live now i

t At the top of the street, belind the Mairie, monsieur,
where she and her husband carry on the business left behind
him by the Baptiste Sterelle.® 3 ) .

I thanked mine host, end, having finished my déjeuner,
betook myself in the direction of the Mairie. fonnd she
narrow street Maxime had described to me, and climbing
its treacherons cobble-ssones, saw at its head a well-to-do-
looking baberdasher'a shop, over the window of which was
inseribed © Nicolas Dufoure, successor to Bapliste Sterelle’
I entered, ostensibly in quest of some cravats, to be served
by & comely young wowan, who advanced from bebind the
comptoir at the end of the shop. We wese alone. Indeed,
Pousi seamed to be fast aaleep in its intirety, and I had no

. difficulty in getéing into conversation with * Madame,
whom I learned at once so be Mme. Dufoure, ade Euphyasie
Sterelle. i

I opened the conversation, &s I had done in the
ease of Pere Larréze, with the statement of my recent veturn
from the theatre of war, and, like the warthy restaurateur,
Mme. Dufonrs immediately asked me if [ bad know Maxime,

. and, on my replying in the aflirmative, added the question :

*Why did he stay in the HKast, monsienr ¥ A

« Parce que c etaif plus fort gue lui,’ 1 replied ambigu-

onsly.

‘. Xnd when he left, he was faneé to me," exclaimed the
little woman, indignantly.

“Bat you also, madame, have married elsewhere,’ I
ventured to suggest.

+ And bad I had not the right—didI not owe it to myself, to
doso? shereturned. * Maximeand I were betrothed to onean-

- obher when we were only * e high,” and though I bad man
nn offer from some of the best matches in Douai, I remaine
faithful to my promise to him, for—I loved hin. Well,
m'sienr, when™ this war broke ouf, he came to Ilonai—to

- sea ma *—not at all-to join in some drunken orgie in the
-lowest patrts of the town, I know not where. THut forto-
:nately, M, Dufoure, who was there for business purposes,
saw him and heard him read aloud, to his vile companions,
my last letter to him. Oh!I know that it was so, for M,
Dufoure remembered whole ;}s;ssngaq from it, which I re-
cognised as having written. e was naturally indignant,
for he had loved me almost as lanf as Maxime, but he
sincerely hoped that Maxime would clear himaelf by letter,
even going morning after morming himself to the post-
office to see whether he had written. But no, he kept a
svilence as cold as that of the grave, and when my father
died and left me alone in the world, I married M, Bofoure,
who offered himself at once as my protector, And nmow he
tells me that Maxime has remained in the East to live iz
vie Oricntafe,  Bah 1 it is all that e was fit for. 1 de not
regret him,” She paused, more to gain breath, I think,
than anythiog else, and then sdded : * When did you see
him last, Monsieur, and whera1'

‘It was in the month of December, and at the Fall of
Plevna, madame,' replied I, slowly, and was about to add,
* he was shot down within a few yards of me,” when a great
wave of thought and commiseration surged nE within my
aoul. Thought for the detailsa of the [i:orn' le story of
treachery and lies that unfolded itself before my mental
vision, and commiseration for the little woman before me,
and for her lover, our poor dead Maxima.

Obviously it was this self-same Dufoure who had stunned
Maxine in the dark on his last visit to Douai, and who had
stolen the letter he had seen fall from the boy's pocket—
that letter which ha had evidently committed to memory
and declared he had heard Maxinie read alond. Obvionsly
it was he whu had suppressed Maxime's letters, if they
hod ever reached Doual, and on this basis of trickery,
treachery, and liev, had supplanted the poor golden-headed
bay, whom I had seen ahattered by a shell.

roblem requiring mlimost instantanecus solution pro-
ponnded itself to me as I stood in the littla shop at Doeuai
on that apring afternoon, Tt was this ; Here was Haplirasie
married, bound irrevecably and for life te this nian who had
won her by frawl, but for whom she felt a calm, permanent
respect, if not a love like that slie had given to Maxime; on
the other hand, Maxime was desd, and it could do ne good,
but on the contrary must do & terrible harm, to fill her
young life with a ghastly passionate regret.

To fulfil my promise to Rlnxime and ehatter the woman's

+trust in the living out of a sentimental respect for the dead,

or not: to do so, and by the breach of trust let her continus
in the path of her duty as the wife of Nicolas 1)afoure, un-
t.ninte'r'hy the knowledge of his erime, for crime it wae—
that was the question. Whilst I atood deliberating as
rapidly as I could npon the problem, a short, sour-faced man
untered the shop, and, casting an evil louk at me said to
Euphrasie :

*Madame Dulfoore ! would it not be better to attend to
our business instead of chattering to strangers ¥—aml the
ittle woman, courtenying to me, retired with a half snp-

pressed sigrh to her comploir.

So this was the hueband of Euphrasie Steielle.  God help
her, poor child! My mind was immediately made up—
better, thought I, to Jet her make the best of her life, such
aa it is, than to mar the whole of it from now hencefurth
with the koowledge of her hushand's baseness. Douai iv a

ueer, primitive little place, and, not much from the outer
world disturbs the placidity of ita provincial existence ; the
chances wera that the story of Maxime's death would never
reach the ears of Euphrasie Dufoure.

My mind was made up. I came oway without executing
my mission, and returned to Paris, where [ sought Maxime's
only living relation—a sister, the wife of & jeweller in the
Palaia Royal. Te her I confided the whole story, and the
souvenira of Maxime, which I had religionsly wern ever
since I took them from his mangled body.

And Maxime's sister approved of my bieach of trust.

DESCRIPTION OF A FLIRT

FLIRTING i3 83 universal as it is dangerous, and without
doubt one of the most harmful and heartless practices in
the world. Certainly there are * Hirts' and * Hirts,” and
sonie Rirtations are more innocent than others. For in-
stanca, two young people who are meither engaged may
amuse themselves with a mild Airtation, and do neither
each other nor anyone else any harm ; but if gither of them
has promised his or her afléctions elsewhere, and firt
merely for the sake of gratifyiog their vanity and receiving
attention to which they have no right, then the Hirtation is
dangerons, and indeed sinful, especially when it inflicts
needless pain on others.

When a gitl does all in her power to make herself lovk
lier biest, appear agreeable, and Lr{ to fascinate any youug
fellow in whose society she may chance to be thrown, her
frienda {lady ones in particular) will deem her *a dirt’;
but, after all, she has only dene what was very matural
under the circumstances, and only, perhaps, what they have
often done themselves, for it's very human pature to seek
admiration from the other sex. his, in ite WAy, Ay be
very harniless and innocent, but the danger of Hirtatien i=
that women will often out of sheer vanity or rivalry, lead
men on, just for the sake of having the * henour’ {?} of an
ofter they are well aware they intend to refuse. A flirt can
do her mischiel very quickly. *Stiil waters run deep,’ and
she has a thousand and one little shafts that Hy very
silently, and wound very deeply.

A look that accompanies the simple oftering of a Aower,
the unnecessary pressure of the hand when bidding fare-
well, an almost imperceptible gesture of attection, may each
and all send & wave of tumult to the heart, and cause &
momentary throb of rapture ; and yet the look, the touch,
mean nothing—it is ouly ©flirtation.” Edoa Lyall writes:
¢ No one has any right to raise feeliogs in snother’s heart
they know they have no intention of sabisfying.’ The

ple who are most prone to ilirt are penemally 5‘18 most
eartless and sellish ; they flirt just 1o amuse themselves,
and pour pusscr le temys, utterly regardlens of the heartache
they may be ggving their victims. Having no sensitiveness
themselves, they cannot realise the pain impressionable
people suffer at their expense. What to them is only an
amusement, is life or death to others. Sovmetimes a woman
will turn & flirt from desperation; her heart has been
wrecked by past bitter experiences, and having foond the
fickleness of one man, she believes in none, and knowin,
she can love none enoagh to trust them, flirts indiscrimi-
nately with each and all thaticome in her way, * For a broken
heart cannotb luve or hope.’

Though it often knows how to flirt.

Flirts are like butterflies, they flutter from flower to
flower, haver over it one moment, give it a passing kiss,
and then off, away to the next that takes its fancy, to soon
forget its very exlstence,

1t is said that it * takes two to make a quarrel,’ and cer-
tainly it takes two to make a flirtation. 1t would be uve.
less [or a flirt would termn it ‘no fun’) to make pretty
speeches and give tender glances to one who appeared quite
unconscious yon were trying to fascinate them. A littie

uiet acorn or silent contempt would soun disarin the most

etermined or proficient Hirt in the world ; for, after all, all
flirtations are mora or less shallow, as there cannot possibly
le any depth of feeling.

A man rarely flirts with the woman he wishes or intends
to make his wife. His respect for her wounld be tow great
to ullow her pame to be Landied about by the ever-rendy
gossips and scandal-ntongers ; and though, somebow, a [lirk
ean get many admirers, she does not always get a lover, for
*ad miration is not love,’ and few could love and trust ‘s
flire.”

EiGnT YEAKS IN TIE HArReM. —HBetween eipht and nine
years 870 & young girl, named Anna Prokofyefl, then sixteen
yents of age, and of remorkable personal attractinns, sad-
denly disappeared froa her widowed mwther'a house in
Odessa. he most searehing ingniriex were froitlersdy per-
gecuted. [t now transpires that after ber abduction, Anna
Pruokofyetf was mlet[y carried to Constantinople, and
eventually sold to A& Salonica merchant, in whose haren
alie has remained until the recent Jdeath of ler vwner.
From intellipence now received by friemds it wonld
appear that Anna was from the [lirt trented with
uniforn: kindness by the Nalonica merchant, whe, at his
death, bequeathed to lia favourits slave the whole of his
praperty, consisting of four honues in Baloniea. live brading
achooners, and £15,000, The fair legatee, now only in her
twenty-lifth year, and still possessing her remarkable yonth-
ful beauty scarcely impaired, has pinced her two boys nnler
the educational training of the luasian monks ol Mount
Atlion, snd to their nhifmt slie has presented one of her
achooners. Khe is now alao converting one ol her Balonica
houses into s Husso-Greek free achool

THE TURKISH SULTAN.

Tug Sultan of Turkey ia of medium height, rather short
than tall, well pruportioned in hi» person, and carrying
Lravely the weight of his onerous duties, thuugh there are
also moments when an old and careworn look cunies acroas
his face, nnd when he almost personifies the apathy we so
generally connect with the Turkish chaiacter. Hia beard,
cut into & slight point is black ; w0 sre his hair and eyes.
The latter are tender in expressien, but mleo penetrating,
and he looks his visitors straicht in the fuce with a scrutiny
that seems to read iheir thoughts, What destroys the
pleasant first impressivn made by these eyes is the constant
look of uneasiness in them.

The lact is Abdul Hamid does not feel himself nafe even
in his own palace. He does not sispect any une in par-
ticnlar, but he in on his guand again-t every one. ..
Few Padishalis have been beloved Ly their subjects as he
Indeed, he is to them quite & new type of Sultan, and they
do not fail to appreciate the novelty. IHere is & man who
does not pass his days in & harem toying with his slaves
Here is & man who takes a real interest in the welfnre of Lis
people, who, far froa following the example of his predeces-
sora and leaving the reins of Govermnent in the hemly of
some elever courtiers, insists on seeing and judging sll for
himeelf, down to the minutest particulars.

Personally, he is most benevolent and kind-heartel, and
scarcely a month passes that he does not contribute some
large sum out of his private purse 1o alleviate snllering
among his sulbjeets, irrespective of race or religive. His
character may be summed up as having for its Juminant
note an extreine cautiva, and it is endowed with an unusnal
faculty for work. In manner be is exceedingly polite,
especially in histrentment of Furopenn ladies. Tadeed, Lo
understamls the Tare art of waking bimself respected by all
with whons he comes in contach

Abdul Hamid gets up early.
hiw long ; indeeﬁ, it might aletain him lunger acvurding to
European codes. Dressed, he at once devotes himiself to
recite the preseribed prayers, after which he drinks a eup of
black colfee, und instantly afterward begins to swoke
cigarettes, o pastime that he continues all day alawst with-
out intermisgion, for he is an anlent simoker. Lreakinst
endeil, he arranres fanily allairs, when iliese rejuire his
attention, a8 is almust always the case with se large »
family, and of such varied ages and need This done, he
nuits the inrem and goes into the selan llere he re-
ceives the reporta concerning Conrt aflai Towards ten
o'clock his Court mecrsiary amd chief Jdignitaries appear,
Learing the day's dispatches and reporte.

These hunded in, the Noltan seats bimself on a sofa, with,
on hiz right, these documents, and on hix leit a pile of
Turkish newspapers and extracts from the European prees,
translated into Turkish for his Lenefit Ly a transtation
Lurean specially appointed to that cod.  His Juneh, which
follows the dispateh of this business, is most simple—litsle
meat, a fair amount of vegetables, The meal emled, be will
take a walk in the park or Tow In a little bont npon one of
the lakes it inclosex, sl ways accompanied by a ehamberlain
or some high Jdignitary. After taking two honrs’ exercise
in the air he retirns to hiz sitting-rovms where he bolits an
open Teception, or else presides over some commitiee meet-
ing.

An honr or two bhefore sunset he once nore goea out fora
walk. His dinner is ns simple as his luneh. His favourite
food is pillaf, sweets, and a very litile meat. le never
touches spirituous liquors, in dne obedience to the com-
mands of the proplet, but he drinks large quantities of
sherbet and eals & great deal of ice eream.  L¥inner over he
receives company in the selamlik, or be will retire into the
harem, where his daughters play and sing Yo him, e him-
sell on these oceasions will often seat hinself at the piane,
an jostrument he plays fairly well.  For painting, for fine
arie in genesal he has no taste.  lis women, too, find him
very cold, but he is devoted t his children and also much
attached to 8il the members ol his family.

Hix toilet does not iletain

ik.

NOT IN HIS DAY-BILL.

SiaNolk BLANK is one of the best fellows imaginable.  He
has a line, deep baritone vuice which has been his menna of
livelihood ever since his boyhood. He is, probably, ona of
the best Xnown professional singers in the country. We
had arranged a *suciable evening ' at vur_ place for \{'ednes-
day night last, and the Signor had been invited. (4 course
we expected to hear lim sing, but aside from that he has se
wany other entertainiog qualities thut we wanted hLim,
*ging or no eing,' amd so invited hi.

We tive in a larpe family hoteljn the'west sideof thetown,
The * party * was hell in the private parloars of one of the
boarders, amd whten the Sinor arrived [ had to escort him

through the large public parlonr. — * There he =n't he
going 1o sing? amd similar exclamations ir Bevy uf
youny ladies greeted the Sipgnor's enrs as we ran the ganntlet

of the parlour.  The Signor was evidently *flustered " and L
made up my mind not to ask lim to sing at all.

After introdueing the Signor tu my friemls we enpgaged in
a general cunversation rm,l-i then E‘uung Leonard askedl Lhe
Siponor to sing.  The Sixnur leoked at me as if in protest,
but before I had & chanee to say anything e hal tuken a
seal before the piane aml commenced.

There was a llutter of excitement out in the hall and the
door was suldenly opened, disclosing the enger aml expee-
tant fares of & dozen or more uninviteld youny dadies.

The Rignor sang only one song, and then sign I hin in-
tention of departing. “He had unly come, be anid. to make
Niy excnee~, as he had liad & 11ior er ent. 1 ex-
daines to hirn that we hadn't invited I rely 19 hear
!Ii.l!l wimg, and then the Signor hul something to say on Lhis

ruliject,
¢ Uh, | umlerstaml that very well,” said he, It T tell
you, thongh, that 1 am often invited (o aline ont, nnd

alaost before T have tnken my cont olF | am neaked 1 sing.
It is vimyg before dianer, sing nfter dinner, nad sing at nny
Atk all times. Aoy friends |edon’t it o mueds, bt
even then itis apt to hecome just nari oL Now
if you hudl only invitell me here to play & littto gane of
draw poker——-

sRignon, said I, * we'll wet up a game for yonr edperial
benefib next Satneday night, snd you won's Le asked to
sing nnless you win.*

*That's dilferent,’ replied the Signor, with a smile. "'l
b on havd.’
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Lo Sid
.,"-"-—‘ 4 LONG a beaatiful road winding in and out

., along the sea-border past the Wakapoaks
hills the traveller by road, after & nixteen-
mile drive, arrives at Cable Bay, the terminus
of the Trans-Pacife cables, FKrom here
there are three cables, one to Wanganui and
two to ‘La Percuse,’ Botany Hay, New
sonth Wales. The two latter were laid in
n 1876 and 1890, respectively, the old cable

being 1,282 miles in length, and costing

roughly over all £300,000. The new cable
with spare lengths and iostruments cost the Company
about £200,000, and in 40 niilea longer than the old. The
wechipnici+m for testing the curreutsis of the most elaborate

s -

order. The lightning guards being especially wonders of
jogenuity. The cable~ themselves are composed of from six

to eight layers of material. Taking the old Anstralian cable
as A specimen we tind in the centre the wire proper, consist-
ing of seven atrands of copper wire, this being covered by a
tolerably thick layer of Willoughby Smith’s compound of
gutta percha, weighing 1301ba. to the mile.  This is wrapped
round with white tape, and outzide again & tape wade of a
brassy-looking material know as * Muniz metal,’ and next
eomex & thin strip of hemp =paked in stearine. The “coat’
of the cable is meed aof sirong strands of iron wire and
hemp rope. The power nzed is a Minotti electric battery,
bein a moditication of 2 muti-cellalar Daniel battery.

In the Australian cables the greatest sea depth is from
2,700 to 2,800 fathoms, and there are five ditferent * types’
of cable nsed, the thickness and resiati.nﬁ power varying
with the depth of water, the stronger cables being used at
the shallower portions, and vier rerser.  The receiving instra-
uients are mo:t interesting. In the receiver generally used
the message is actually written on slips of paper by a tiny
tube of glasa containing ink. Tlis tube is set in motion by
the deviations of the mapgnets, and writes on a revulving
scroll.  In case of powerful electrical disturbances the ol
Hame method is used, Mr W, W, Browniog, who was most
kind in affording us all information, said that it required at
least two ar's esperience te become familiar with
this melhm‘f.t The Eastern Fxtension Company afford

groond eroshed and bleeding. The mob eontinued their
furillade until the remaina been covered with m caim of
rocks four feet high.

‘I afterward iearned that the nnfortunate, in & moment of
anger, had slain & woman, and that the people had taken the
law iato their own hands and executed Lim aeccording to
their ideas of right.’

The missionary concluded by maying that the stones over
the body were never remo\'e!, and that the remains were
allowed to atay as they bad fallen.

CONYICT WEDDINCS.

Tue following is the brief but interesting matrimonial pro-
cedure which obtains among the convicts in the Rnssian
penal settlement on the island of Saglalien. Immediately
after the arrival of each batch of marriageable deportécs
they are paraded with an ¢qnal or larger number of male
¢onvicts in the garden of the Govermment House. The
Firawtsrlan takes place in the presence of the governor or
under-governor. The woman chosen by any conviet has
the right of refusing hine. As a ruole, it i# the bachelor con-
viets having good conduct marks who are paraded for this
interesting ceretuony. The men and women are drawn up
in two lines facing each uother, and a few ninutes are
allowed for mutual serutiny.  Bashfalness on the part of
the aspiring benedicts, and maidenly niodesty among
the brides seldom distract or prociastinate the ceremony.
The govermor or under-governor, as the case may be,
by a gestnre of the hand invites the first man in the
row to  make his choice. “Your Excelleoey, [
should like like the little woman there, with 1he
pock-pitted face.” The governor tarns to the little woman,
thus ungallantly distinguished by her admirer, with the
question, * Are yon willing ¥ *Certainly, your Excellency,”
and the match is made. In this wise the ofticial pairing is
continued. Should sonte of the more coy and iastidions de-
cline anything that offers among the gray gabardined
zuitors opposite, they are paraded the next day before
another motley batch; but, after a third refasal, they are
“shelved > vine dir. The marriage ceremony of those who
pair is osually solemnized on the following day.

CABLE BAY, NELSOXN

There are warm days in winter when the heaviest winter
h i

clothing is not only fortable Lat unhealthy, of
the dang ive perspiration and su went chills.
Duler parmenta should be made 20 a4 to ba ily removed.
Ladies have heretofore experi d m inconveni from

overheating in fura and ﬁuvy wraps at the berinning and
end of 1he sesson, bat fashion has [ately come to the rescoe
with short coats and capes for the milder wintry weather.
Mun{‘[:lwns suffer inconvenience and illness from wearing
too vy underclothing. The safer course is to put uvn
extra clothing from the cutside, ro that it may be resdily
removed a8 occasion requiresk. A good deal of mickness
comes in the winter from injndicions dressing for eocial
evenita.  Houh men and women put un evening costumes
which are lean warm than those they habitaslly wear doring
the day, Thea they fail 10 make op the difference in their
outside wraps, and when they emerge from heated rooms
after an evening’s dancing they bave laid the foundation for
all sorts of pulmonary treubles
Medical men agree alinost wpanimonsly that fAapne

nanderwear is aimost absolutely essential to bhealth.
Those who wear it daily shonld change it wt night. It is
betrer to wear jost enough clothing to keep the ¥ com-
fortably warm under all circumsiances, and to spare mo
pains to adjust the elothing to the circumstances with
pmm{l-nass. There is an old proverh that & man wheo sit~
with bis back 1o A draught sits with his face to the grave.
Any one who is in & perspiring state and sirs in & draught in
that etate may be certain to pay the penaliy in a very short
time in pains and aches. Unless carefully unsed, heavy
outer garments will be vesponsible for much sickness.

CATANZARD.

Fiew cities have snch & magnificent promenade as the Via
Eellavista of Catanzaro. The road ekirts the edge of the pre-
cipice by which the city is built, and the broad river bed at its
baseseems dwindled te a ribbon’s widih. Hither,at sundown,
the citizens and their wives and daoghters come to take the
air, enjoy the view, see and be seen. The ladies of Catan-
zaro have long had a reputation for their beauty. When
the French soldiers were quartered here in the Napoleonic
wars the officers were delighted to find that it was a custom

Stafl Hauses.
ieceiving Oftice, cie.

{yery im_iur:eu:ent to their cadets to atay with them,
and provide a nice honse, boats, billiard-talle, ete., to oe-
cupy their leisnre. The Government officers are situated
iumedistely bebind the Company’s receiving rooms, and
the rtaff reside at the Bay. Calle Bay is a charmipg spot
altopcther, aod we have nothing but pleasant memoriea of
our day &t the Cable Statinn. The accoupanying sketch
shows the station from the Loulder Bank, which stretches
acrord to Pepin'a Island.

FRIMITIVE MODES OF JUSTIGE.

A RETUBRNED missionary, who spent a number of yeara
lalwuring among the beathen in Afghanistan, talking of
the sonimary punishnient vecently iotlicted npon the Italian
bandita in New ¢irleana, aaid :

* That affair recalls vividly & acene ! witnessed in & village
called Putka. in Central Afghanistan, some time ago, It
neerus that some fellow muordered an enemy, and in turm was
atoned to death by tlie outraged popuolace.

*Uine morning as [ was abont to leave my hoose T saw s
yelling mol rushing from all directions towarid & large square
in the centre of the town, pickinge upclubs and atones aa they
ran. 1 followed, under the belief that rival factions con-
templatedl a battle.  When 1 reachedl ane end of the square
a man came runniog forwatd followed by & mob of a thou-
sand wen, women and children. They hirled stonea at him
as they ran, and the rictim, who probahly knew that escape
wny imposnible, ran op and droj.jed on hin knees at my feet.
The mob closed around him and pushed me back. A shower
of stones were Liurled upon hin: and he iell iorward on the

Testing Honse at End of Cables

HOW TO AY0ID TAKING COLD.

IT requires a goad deal of intellizgence and eate to avoid
sickness arising fiom sudden vasiations of remperature.
Unless great care is taken to keep the body at semetlbing
like an even temperature mischief is very apt to result, and a
good deal of it comes from the injudicivue uwse of onter
clothing. Some hare prejudices against overshoes, especi-
ally oFoshes, and yet in slushy daye nothing Lutb goloshes
will keep the feet dry. Others get into]trouble by being too
indolent to remove their goloshes when in-doors, so that
their feet perspire and subsequently become chilled. The
common-sense rule ia to wear golozhes when they are needed,
and not to begrudge the time and trouble necesamry to take
them off when ey are oot needed.

Ulvercoats and wraps, while conducive to comfort and
health, are also the cause of moch illness ativing from per-
apiration and ¢hilla The sensible coorse is to lave gar-
mients suitable to various degrees of temperature, and to be
careful to wear them at suitable times. (One who has much
walkiog to do needs less clothing than one who rides.
I'eople do themselves moch barm by weariog Learvy
outer garments io the house. Men are loo lazy to
take ofl their overcoats, and women, for various reasons,
keep ¢n their furs in chareh or theatre.  The tesult is that
when they go ont ther get chilled, and start on tle hiph
rond to bronchitis or pnemonia. Too much care cannnt be
taken to accommodate ihe clothing to the tempesature- -
ta take off outer clothiog at onee uron entering the house,
unless the house happens to be as eold a8 out of doors,

The changes of temperature aie so sudden that both com-
fort and health are pronioted by the possession and use of
garment- of various thicknessea as they may be reqjnired.

Cable Ray. Mount Arthur Ranges.

(breach of which implied extreme discourtesy) tor acqumn-
tances of both sexes to kiss each other as a formal method
of salutation. They thought no nwore of it than if they had
merely pot hand to hand. In his memecirs of the war in
Calabiia, one of these officers describes the winning way in
which the fair girls of Catanzaro, npon an introduction,
were wont to mﬂe tender of their lipa. Alas, however!
the spirit of progress which has breathed over Calabria in so
many directions during the last century has wronght o
change in this resfect also. The manners of the youn
ladies of Catanzaro to-day do not differ unch from those o
the Neapolitans, and it is no longer the costom to kiss a
strapger in sight. Otherwise it is probable the excor-
sion agents of the ribald porth of Earope wonld be guick to
adveriiae tours to this fascinating spot.  For my part, ¥
waas fain 1o believe the ladies of the city are not as beanti-
ful as their fame. It might bave been different if they bad
shown the old interest in a stranger. But they showed
none, as a matter of fact. They moved op and down the

romenade io their stiff, unbecoming Gnery and tall Paria
Enu. chattering so fast that the awallows, pyrating athwart
the face of Catanzaro's cliffe, seeined to hold their babble
for a challenpe, and screamed loud in their inrmm.  Never-
theless, for their long, exnberant black bair, and their ex-
pressive da1k eyes, the ladies of Catanzaro still decerve to
be praised.

Lanies, for afiernoon tea use Aulsebrook’s Oawego
Biscuils ; a perfect delicacy.—{ADYT.}

*ORB' CORRUGATED IROXN is the best iron manu-
factured, it has nosqral,—ADYT,
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THE POISON ORDEAL

NTRAL Africa is » curious econglomeration of
diverse peoplos, who, in their tribal relations,
resemble, in & large degmee, the cliques of an
English country town. Fach tribe subsists by
mtf for itselt, to the rigid exclusion of out-
pidera Though the mode of life is the saine in
all, becauss all have the same pataral con-
ditions to which to adspt themselves, the
enstoms are not infrequently dissimiliar. Thus
it is by no means nncommon to find a tribe of
restless carnibals with roving and bratal in-
stincts bordering on another that is peaceful, indaetrions,
and home loving. Another stiiking trait is the varyin
degrea of ditference between the sexes. [n the misjority o
tribes the women are only so many #laves, representing the
real property of their lords and masters, and upon them falis
the most laborions and menial portion of the Waily toil. Tt
waa now, however, my good fortune to view the rever=e of
this picture, where the females were the recogmised chiefs of
the land and the tribe was ruled by a queen.

The short tropical afternoen waa rapidly elosing in when
I reached the chief village of Nkula, a tributary princess

verning one of these latter tribes.  Aa ¥ neared the cluater-
ing group of domeshaped huts I heard a nionotonous and
lnzuﬁ)rioun wound of a tom-tom, mingled with the crooning
of many voices raised in lamentations. (lur approach was
not unexpected and did not distarb the monrners, who were
mostly females, seated in &n npen s in front of Nkola's
hot. = On the report of oor arrival Nkula stepped out to
meet us. Her appearance was a pleasant surprise. She
was young, tall and well made, with shapely limbe and
figare. er face and expression were full of meaning, and
intellect of an onlonked-for capacity seemed to beam from
her dark and dreamy almona-shaped eyes. The suulight

listened on and accentuated the clearness of her emooth
surk tkin—for her only garment was a grass cincture—an+
flashied upon her heavy brazen ornanients.

She received me with a quiet grace and manper pot_alto-
gether free from enriosity, which she repressed with a
studied courtesy that elsewhere wounld have been called
well-bred.  In response to the nsnal salutations she offered
ma the shelter of her village, and gracefully accepted a pre-
sent in token of goodwill.  When asked what was the canse
of the mourning and lamentation going on aroind ns, her

uting lips eeemed to quiver with momentary pain and

er nostrils to dilate with sudden passion 68 ahe faced me
Then it all faded away, and she simply answered, * Come.’

Silently I followed her inte & hat, to a corner of which
she pointed sadly, and in the half-light I could distinguish,
1ying side by side, the bodies of two small black children
stiffened by the band of death. The scene had a striking
pathos all ita owm The dim interior, the tall, sad figure
pointing silently to the tiny forms on the ground, over
whieh futh had east a halo of impressive calm ; the wail-
ing sonnd of the diatant threnody, with ita rnde chant, and
rnder poetry, contrasting with the hushed chamber and its
silent cecupants made up a pictura of which I have never
loat the memory. Nkula stood thus iora few moments, and
then, with pathetic simplicity, she aaid, with a perceptible
tremour in her voice : * They are mine. Some one bewitched
them suddenly, for they wera playing together when bed-
time came.”

Sad littlesonls! A heavy and
unbroken aleep would mark their
lengthy bedtime.

Before we had pitched onr
camp [ had learned the partica-
lars of thia event. XNkula's twa
babes, on whom, as is common
with sll Afri¢an women, she had
lavished an extra t amount
of affection, had died the day of
my arrival quite suddenly. " In
secordance with the customs
and traditions of the tribe their
death was attribnted to witch-
craft, aud I learned that a mes-
senger had been despatched to
Emba, Nkula's foe, 1o send a
witeh doctor, who was to discover
the bewitcher, in order that he or
she might be forced to rnbmit to
the invariable ponishment in
thesecares— the ordeal by poison.

An the brief twilight of the
following eveoing faded into
night T was summoned to attend
the witch docter's ceremonies. I
fonnd the village assembled in
the open space by Nkulas hut.
In the centre was blaziny a large
wood fire, by the side of which
the medicing man sgaatted. He
was & thio, meagre, and hongry-
looking individual, clothed from
head o foot in a fantastic robe of
twisted grasses dyed in patches.
His hait wasabnormallylong, and
stuck out round his head like a
bunch of crimped black wire. In
hia hand he held a quaintly
fashioned stringed instrnment,
made of a hollow wooden box with
thin stripa of root fibre strained
tightlyacross it. At hia feet stoodacurionaly carvedcalabash
containing the poison to be administered to the culprit, and
which I afterward found to be a strong infusion of the bark
of & particalar tree and very rapid anfdeadly in its effects.
In the centre of her people stood Nkala, looking very calm
and stately. When the whole village was placed she began
to speak with the whaole force of her rude language. She
detailed the tragie deaths of her ebildren, and then in lond
and determined tones ed the puni of the ae-
cased wretch who had bewitched them

I conld with difficulty follow her speech, 8o measared and
yet so rapidly delivered were the periods ; but the impres-
sion of ontraged dignity and intolerant pride that animated
her voice ; the profound and bitter threats of vengeance
agninst the offender, whom, high or low, msle or ferunle, it
waa her reiterated determination to punish tothe bitter end ;
the fanatic fervour with which she explained how her weird
creed enforced the rigid law of vengeance, awed and stirred
me and infectad me with something of the sanie spirit that
held spell-boand the hushed and awe-atrock crowd wround

——
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us. A low murmar of approbation greeted her as she closed
her speech and resumed her seat—hber eyes sparkling with
excitement, her lips frmly compressed with invincible de-
tarmination. Dunng the whole of the harangue the women
around her beat their breasts with both hands guickly and
noremittingly ; and she light, regular aonnd echoing along
the lina had s coricus effect on the listeners It was a
strange, restleas, paleating accompaniment to the words that
barmonized with the whole scena.

Then tbe weird and interesting ceremony eommenced.
Fuel was heaped npon the fire until ita lurid flames played
fiercely on the set features of those arvund it, sending red
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shafts of light high np amidst the sorrounding trees. The
witch-doctor seated himself on hia haunches and began a
solemn monotonons iocantation, accompaoying bhimself
with & running seriea of tones fiom his stringed instrument,
which, without pretence to barmony, rang out, now sharp
and clear, now falling to a Jow vibrativn, as the cadence of
his song were fierce or sad. The music was savage in the
extreme. There was nothing of the tenderor vagne; the
expression coincided with the rade denunciation and the
description of the lterable decrees of a stern fate de-
picted in the song.

At its close a Land of women, with their bodies daubed
with red and white paint, their heads hideonsly decked with
feathers marched around and around the fire, each bolding
s fowl in her hand, plackiog it as she walked and throwing

o
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the feathern in the flamen. At Brst their stepa were slow
and majestic; then, as the ehant gathered volume, they be
came :luicker and quicker, till pothing counld be distin-
ﬁg‘iishe bot & maze of whir]in§ black figorea, over whose
ies the leaping Hames Aashed. When the last feather
was plucked the fowls were thrown on one sile and each
seized a small atringed instrament and twanged it loudly 1o
a new chant. Faster and fastararound the fire they danced,
twirling round in a circle till one became giddy looking at
them. Crash after crash of wild music, with screams and
mocking cries, growing shiiller aod sharper alL each
repetition, accompaui them as they trod their mad
bacchanalian measure, twisting their bodies into name-
less contortions amdd still whirling madiy round and reund,
until exhansted natare gave way ﬁenut the strain of thix
maddening excitement, and one of therm fell to the ground
in & kit of vivlent hysterien
lnsmtlf the muaic stopped and & desd silence followed,
broken only by the erackliog and roaring of the lames. {In
sach face was set & louk of fearful, heart-rending anxiety.

Slowly the medirine man rose, and lifting the ting figure
frow tbe ground, aupported it in his arma  With the wild
eesture of & maniare abe seized his arm and dvagged him for-
ward, riring vent to & shrick s0 wild and despairing in its
intensity that my blood ran cold. Dragging hio alung with
superhuman force, she flong herself vivlently vn the ground
wt the feet of Nkuola and was seized with & second burrible
fit of hyateria.

, A-perceptible shires went arcand the azsembly. Expres-
wioms of agonized surprise and fearful doubt Hitied acroes
their featorea. The die was cast, The Lewitcher of
Nknla's babes was Nkuls herself ! She who had been so
uneompromising in her denpunciation of the eulprit, so vindic-
tive in her animosity, and so full of threatening vengeance,
wis singled out by & fiar that admitted «f no appesl, as the
victim of her own dread sentence, Who mu\ tell what
bands pulled the strings which worked 1he puppets who
performed this tragedy *

The fantastic scene was dramatic in the extreme. My
eyes were riveted on Nkualn's eountenance, and never =hall'l
forget the Heeting expressinne of anger, agony, denlbit, fear,
and despair as they over her featnres so that ona
could read as in a book the tragic course of those inexpres.
sible emotions.

But her native nobility asserted itzelf. One moment, anl
no more, of hesitatinn, and she rose to her feet. Even then,
before her afirighted aml awe-struck people she mizhi have
flung aside the fetters of relentless fate ber own fanaticizm
had forged. DBut ber nature was of sterner stuff.  She apoke
not, aml her eyes seemed to stare duolly before her as she
stretched ler hand to the calabash of poison destined fur the
victim of her vengeance. U'ne awift glance rounid on her
silent suljects, one swift quiver vi the mobile features, and
ahe raised the bowl withont trembling to her lips. Ere one
conld have staid the action she was (uivering in the dast in
& frightiul death-agony.

AR ATTRACTION FOR FATHER AND SON,

CHRISTOIHEER BLEYEER is the name of a retired merchant of
large iueans, whose daughters were married to well-known
men, and whose eon is & popular club member.  Although
Christopher has been a grandfather ten yeats and wore, and
is close mpon 70, yet he still remains an ardent admirer of
the gentler sex, and may often be seen taking soung gils
to the theatre or opera, or may be seen ealling opon some
dashing widow. He haa plenty of money and spends it
freely, and as a woatmal consequence iz very popular.
A few weeks ago it was remarked by members of hia family
that he was baunting & theatre where a fascipating
actress is minging and damcing. More than this, his
daughters were informed that he was scndi.:g valuable pre-
sents to Mias Floasje lhiemer; that she bhad answered lis
notes, and was Jeading him oa.  Te call the old gentleman
into a private room, lectore him for bis irileir.‘y, and forbid
him to go near Floasie, might merely make him obduraie,
and there was ne telling what his hot blood might prompt
him to do. There was £200,000 at stake- If old Bleyer
should marry the actress it would give to her a dower right
worth £3,000 a year. The situation called for wise and
immediate action and heroic treatment.

The two danghters were equal to it.  They went straight
to Floasie, laid the matter before her in its troe ligiht. and
asked ber to help them to save their father. Flosaie listened
- attentively to these two fine
ladies who had come to her as
sappliants. A faint  amile
Enrmd her pretty lips, and her

ngers toyed with the long,
silken ears of her King Charlea
spaniel,

* Ladies,’ said she at lengtb,
*1 have no desire to disturb the
serenity of your family oracle.
T'll dismiss Mr Bleyer in n few
dayse ; be patient. )ld men wre
often very persistent. It may
take a week or more.’

The elegantly-clad ladiea shed
tears of pgratitnde as  they
preased Flosaie's little band.

‘ You are 8o good,” they ex-
claimed, ‘so noble, God bless

ou,’

Flossie was as good as her
word, and such wa« the con-
templuous manuer in  which
she received the altentions of
old Mr Bleyer that he got his
temyper up and abandoned the
beautiful Flossie. Afrer the
thing was all over, and the
gos==aps had got buld of the
veritable facts, vne of Floasie'a
intimate fiiends ru=lhed in upon
her with & Iong string of hard
pames ' Why, yon httle foul,”
ehe cried, * 0]\{]! eyer is worth
a milliva, and you have lost
the opportunity of your life. In
heaven's name, what prowpted
you to turn bim away ¥

“Well, Ul 1ell you,” gorgled
this eweet thing in woman-
kind, as she moistened the
end of & tiny rose-coloured
cigarette with her toogue.
*You ape, it was deucedly hard for me to Lkeep the old
gentleman from meeting Fred. Poor boy ! he was so afraid
of runping foul of the governor, me he calls him,
that he never had a moment's peace of mind in iy
presence. Just try to have fatber and son in love
with you and you'll see how it ia youreelll (M courme, 1
might have given Fred the sack, but, ah me, he is so haad-
asonie ! And then, you know, love is more than money,’

Lirave Flossie !

The railways of the Andes exhilit some of the most mar-
veltoun results of engineering skill. The highe-t inhahited
place in the world is Galers, & railway village in 1’ern,
15,635 fest above the ses, or within 100 feet af the nummit
of Monot 13lane. Near it a tonnel, 3,847 feet lony, is being
bored through the peak of the mountain, 600 feet above the
perpetoal snow-line.
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Dear BEE, JUXE 23

We have enjoyed the most delightfnl weather
ypossillte st this sea-on of the year during the past three
weeks. The bracing sir and bright warm sanshine rendera
all out-dvor exercise both agreesble and invigorating, and
tempts one to leave sewing and other work neylecred nnril
the rainy daysreturn. Whilst out paying calls and walking
I did oot negleet to take a mental note of some of the
atylish gowns worn by ladies siniilarly eagaged az niyzeli.
The Misses Huck looked exceedingly mice in stylish navy

owns trimmed with black military braid, and jaunty little

lack felt hats, one trimmed with cardinal, and the other, I
think, all black ; Mrs Lawry looked well in a neat-fitting
navy gown trimmed with black astrachan, black and carninal
velvet bonnet; Mrs Haines also wore a navy gown with
panel of white silk; she wore a elort jacket with rolled
<ollar opening over a full front of white silk, black hat;
Mrs o, M, Butr, black cachinere and velvet gown, black hat ;
Mrs P. Edminston, stylish plaid tweed gown, handsome

lush jacket, felt hat with feathers; Miss Atkinson (Park

Hoad), pretty gown of brown plaid tweed made on the cross,
felt hat trimimned with feathers; Miss Firth, very neat-
fitting navy cloth gown handsomely braided with black,
felt bat triumed with si.rey birds ; Miss Kees, rub
velveteen gown, seal plush jacket, black felt hat wit
birds; Miss Worsp, stylish wine-coloared gown prettil
trimmmed with black braid, jasaty black felt hat trimmed
with black featbers ; Miss Hesketh, stylish black costume
trimmed with velvet, black hat ; her younger sister wore a
retty reddish-brown gawn, seal plash jacket, and becomin;
?elt hat ; Mies Davis, crimson gown trimmed with blacg
cord ygimp, black bat trimmed with erimson velvet; her
wmother, Mrs Lewis, looked well in & handsome long seal
plush piletot and velvet bonmet; Miss Hill, pavy tweed
wn with Lrown crossbars, seal plush jacket, navy and
ﬁ:own hat ; Miss Nashel:ki, neat-fitting fawn tweed gown
with snall brown cressbars, brown felt hat ; Miss Mackay,
stylish navy and reddish-brown plaid gown m:ade with New-
market bodice, black velvet hat with reddish-brown feathers;
Mrs Jubn Ansenpe, pavy gown braided with plack, stylish
black felt hat.

The marriage of Miss Berry to Mr W. Sharland wan very

nietly solemnised at the reridence of the brides parents,
Q‘iucunl-sueel, the Rev. J. Chew's»erforming the ceremaony.
Me Wilson, of the New Zealand Herwld, gave the bride
away, owing tu the unavoidalle absence of her father, who
was enpaged on the jury at the Supreme Court.  Only the
jmmediate refatives were present at tie cereinony, the
happy wedided couple leaving shovtly afier for the summer
res'l\YEllcE af the bride's parents at Lake Takapuna, where
the Lboneymoon will be spent. The bride was married in her
handsonie travelling gown of seal brown tweed.

The warviage of Misa Allriﬁht to a gentleman whom I
understand belongs to the Waikato, but whose name I bave
forgotten, takes place immediately. Miss Allright has for
a considerable time been an esteemed teacher in 5t. Nepul-
cher's Sunday-school, and Mr Ha d, superi tent,
has issued invitations to her fellow teachers and pupila of
her class to weet ber at & social farewell tea, when several
presentations are to be wade to the bride-elect,

The Mount Hobson Hall was crowded upon the oceasion
of the second monthly meeting of the Hemuera Social,
Musical, snd Literary Society. An excellent programme
was gone through, which was most thoroughly appreciated
by the menthers. Tea, cuffve, cake, etc., as usual, were
provided in nbundance by the ladies’ committee, and during
the short interval for conversation were passed round and
amply enjoyed.

The members of the North Shore * At Home’ held their
second dance npon the same pignt as the Itemuera Social.
There was n very good stlendance, and 1 hear the evening
proved both successful and enjoyable.

Hurprise parties are Lecoming more and more papular in
AuckLnd &5 the winter advances, Une took place at Kich-
tuand the other evening, when Mrs Billington and family
were surprised Ly & laree party from town, who took pos-
session of the house in the usoal mapner. As thete in n
fine ball-room with polished toor attached to the house,
dancing wne at once commenced, and kept up with vigour
until after midoight.  Another very pleasant ‘surprise’
wan hell at the revidence of Mramd Mm%, D. Hanna, (Glen-
burn, Punsonby, the evening being most enjoyably
with masic and dancing. Yet another waa held at'the resi.
dence of Mr and M h. Culpan, Mount Albert, A large

warty drove ont from town Inden with delicacies of all kinds
}or:he supper, which, by the way, was really excellent. The
party were most kindly received by Mr and Mrs Culpan,
and in an incredibly short time Jancing was started in the
larpe ball-roow, which has, indeed, a lovely tloor. Later
in the evening tle party was sugmented by the artival of =
number of Mount Albert residents, who had arran, to ba
present. Dancing, interspersed with wongn, passed s very
pleasant and enjoyable evening, the self -invited guests dis-
persing lot their varivus honmes abont midnight.

At the annual meeting ot the Awvckland Jubilee Kinder-
warten, beld under 1be presidency of Sir Wiliiam Fex, the
following ladies were appoinied the office-bearers and com-
mittee to superintend tEe work for the ensuing year. Pre-
sident, Mrs Tonks ; vice-president, M Pickmere ; secretary
and tressurer, Mrs I*hilson ; committee, Lady Fox, Mesdames
Kenderdine, Dilworth, Halea, Lennox, Briggs, Clark, Ash-
ton, Schoackenberg, Misa Hartlex. The annoal report was
read by Mass Philson, and showed that the work done during
the prst year had been most satisfactory, and a balance re-
mained in hand with which to commence the new year.

The Auckland Unpiversity students have arranged for a
social evening to welcome Mr C. A. M. Pond, the new pro-
fessur of English and classica at the University. Mr Pond,
who has just arrived from England, ia quite young, and a
bachelor.

Mr James Macfarlane bas just become the parchaser ot
¢ Glenfuyle,’ Mrs Tonks' handsonie residence at Remuera.

A very enjoyable dance took place in the Foresters’ Hall,
Newton, in connectjion with the Mascotte socials. There
were & 7ood many present, and the Hoor was in excellent
condition. The music was supplied by Mr Adams, of Pon-
sonby, and was very moch appreciated by all.  Abcut ten
o’elock light refreshments were handed round, after which
dancing was resamed till shortly after midnight. These
dances, which have been held fortnightly, have become very
popular, and as the season is drawing Lo a cluse, it is the
intention of the committee to have a fancy dress daace to
wind ap with.

- MURIEL.
Dear BEE, JUxE 5.
T think I have mentioned the existence, if
nothing mure, of the Auekland Lawn Tenuis Club. They
have brought themselves pleasantly betore the poblicina
very successful concert. The stage managers wers Meaars
Arthur Goldie and A. Hughes ; director of fableauz, Mr V¥,
R. Robinson ; pianist, Mrs Walrond ; manager of limelight,
Mr F. Hesketh. Seeing ali these had to arrange and
organise before the concert could come off, I think it
ia only fair I should first mention that the whole affair
reflected very great credit on their administrative
abilities. The limelight was patticularly well managed,
The premier iter, the customary duey, this time was
! Chilperic,” played by the Misses Preece in good style
Misa Battley, dressed in prane - coloured gown trimmed
with =atin, and soowdro in her bair, sang in her
usnal able style, * Beauty's Eyes,’ the violin obligate being
taken by Miss J, Reeve, whilst her sister accompanied on the
isano. A tablean, * The Gipsy Lamp,’ solo y Mr R. E.
Nerran ; chorus of gipsies, M R . Chapiman, Misses
Rigby, Chapman, Preece, Pearson, Scherff, Colebrook, and
Messrs Rich, Robinsgn, and Janies, followed. A zither
solo, * German Love Song,’ by Mr Heinitz, was encored.
Tableau, *Burlesque on Robinson Crusce,’—R  Crusoe,
Esq., Mr Rich ; the damsel, Miss B. Atkinson ; Friday, Mr
H?qBatt.le ; eockatoo, Master H. Goldie; was londly en-
cored. 'lyhe bones solo *Down the Swanee River,” Mr
W. R. Nobinson, was really splendid, and met with
the encore it merited. Miss Harper's song, *In (ld
Madrid,” was not so successful, and this young lady
should remember that in & young mueical career there
is no security for foture snccess in past laurels;
ne resting on one’s oars until & Patey-like reputation be at’
tained. Resting before then means retiogression. Feelin,
better fur this digression, which I present to the Chair o
Musice for gratis circolation, let me remember the next tab-
leau, which warns me that *Walls Have Ears,' and into
which *The Source of Rivalry,” * The Rivals,’ and * That
Awful Buy Again’ were introduced with good effect by
Mise M. Gorrie, Mr Grant, and Mr J. A. Cooper. It was,
naturally, encored. Mr F. E. Baume's humoroos reading,
* Un Babies,’ caused a great deal of merrimenst. [n the tab-
lean, * (ueen Katherine’s Dream,’ taken by —(jueen, Miss
Atkinson ; Aogels, Misses E. Preece, Chapman, Colebrook,
D. Scheiff, Atkinson (2), and M. Vaile, the gem of the
evening was disclosed. A vocal duet by Mr and
Mia C. Hudson, and a mandeline solo, *Cradle Song,'
by Mr Winkleman (encored) followed. Then another tab-
leau, ¢ Anthony and Cleopatra,” Anthony being Mr John
Reid, Cleopatra, Miss Rigby; and slaves, Miss Chepman,
Mesars Rich and Battley (encored). The comic song, ' My
Mary Jane,” sung in_costume by Mr W, R. Rovinson, met
with aproarious applause, and he was recalled three times.
“Shall [ lovein vain? Mr A. L. Edwards, was & lendidiy
rendered, and ewcored. *United Service,” a tablean in
which Miss orrie, and Messrs Marriner and Grant took
art, was encored. Song, 'Queen of the Earth,” Miss
attley, wax beautifolly sung, but the effect greatly marred
by the luad arrangewents behiad the curtain for the final
tableau ¢ Britannia,” in which Mias Scherff was an excellent
Britanniaa The army was incorporated in Mr Marriner,
the navy submerged in Mr Robineon, the colonies federated
in Mr ﬁutry Rattley, whilst visible and tangible angels, in
the shapes of Misses Colebrook, Chapman, and Ncherfl,
hovered around. Ureat praise is due vo the pose and perfect
stillpess of the figures in the tableanx,

Amongrt the various methods employed to keep onr young
pevple aniused, none seen more in favour just at present
than tableaux illustrated by appropriate music and words,
Sowe of the ingenious Mount Albert juvenites hit upon the
happy idea of making the rather forinidable bosiness of dia-
tributing the Sumday achool prizes a pleasant sociable event.
Accoriingly they combined * happy 1deas’ with a decidedly
happy eflect. A pianoforte duet, “Qui Vive,’ excellently
remrered Ly Misses Larkins and Kensington, announced to
the im?mtienl detachment of the * Albert Gunrde,’ and other
juveniles that the performance had actually commenced.

hen the curtain rose, {disclosing & very pretty tallean.
The contral figare, the - Bleeping aty — Mim

Mouoriel Dawson, a dear little girl with fair bair—
lay on an opossum-ecovered couch, one barse arm
banging in a thoronghly child-like attitade over the
side, Grou around her was s bewildering galaxy of
fair faces, all daintily dressed, and in waricus stiitades—
ong with a salver and glaas, one with & fan, another bending
over & basket, and soon.  Bot on all & wondrously sudden
sleep had fallen, and r.hei stood just as the drowsy god had
touched them. Misseas Mary Wright, Inez Taylor, Ve,
Kathleen, and Iny Alexander, and Florrie Dixon were the
attendant nymphs, whilst the fairy prince was Master Jack
Alexander, who in the next scene “was kneeling by the side
of the enchanted beauty holding her hand. The well-known
farce, * Box and Cox,” was cut into portions to fit 1three very
good amateur petformers—Muasters Hubert Kensington,
Matthew Orr, and Cyril Watta. The last-named gentlemsn,
by-tie-bye, waza lady, the far-famed Mrs Bouncer, and wasan
exceilentiype of thegenus landlady. Theie wasnoprompter,
and no need of one, and, comforting to the audience as &
eonviction that the players are word-perfect is, a little less
1apidity of utterance and more dramatic action would have
n an improvement. A hint to the wise is soficient.
The Misses Cecil Taylor played very micely a duet, the
name of which I did not learn, and am equl.]ly in ighorance
of the nomenclatare of the other pretty dues pfl)'ﬂd later by
the Misses Sellers. At length tge Albert Guards appeared
with due noise and pomp on the platiorm, elad in regimentals
not all belonging to their own particular eorps, but the com-
manding officer gracionsly accepted such excnses as:
* Please, sir, mother didn't known the red braid had w go
round the collar, 100;' *Please, sir, it's my brother's real
volunteer cap. My own is & sttaw hat what’s got a brim ;'
* Please, sir, my best blue coat’s a brown tweed, so I've gt
on my old one,’ ete. The medale worn by these beardless
distinguished defenders of our colony would bave turned
many a veteran English officer green with envy! they
marched and sang, and were plmae?i with the applause they
received from mothers, sisters, cousins, and annte.

Then fnllowed the real purpose of the evening, and the
bard-working superintendent of the Sunday-school read ont
the pames of the prize-winners, whilst the Kev. F. Larkins
handed them their well-earned books, which were ve
hanldsome, and carefully selected. Mr Larkins remind
the children that religion did not mean gloom and depression,
but pure bappiness and inoocent enjoyment like that pro-
vided for them on this pecasion.  * Why are yon wandering ¥
was @& very charming rustic seene —a grove, fence,
and stile, and Phyllis (iliu Katie Ta{lﬂr) in picturesque
frock and flower - trimmed hat, with a basket, was
making believe to look for poppies. Her father, a
very old, bent man [Mr C. Dixen), but with a wonderfully
melodivns voice tried to interpose between Ler and her lover
{Mr F. Dawson), who jumped the stile and sought the
triffing, prevaricating damsel. A chornsof harvest msidens
in bright and fantasiic costumes—Misses J. and L. Taylor,
Laura Dixon, Alice Sheath, May Dawson, Edith Tanner—
and a resper, Mr Ceeil Daweon, shook their heada at the
coy Phyllis, repeating her father’s warniogs.  * Yoo Dirty
Boy' wor a veally perfect tableaun, taken by Misa Ethel
Dixon and Master Roy Seliers, and elicited Ioud applause,
particularly fiom those yonngsters who, thesa Irosty nighta,
entirely disapprove of cold water tubbings. *Where are

ou geing to, wy pretty maid ¥ was burlesqued by Miss Ada
})ixon, a8 & fin de siecle young lady in mortar-board and gown,
and Mr A. E. Gilmore, Iﬁlo evidently believea that the
coming years will not alter man's garb as they will
woman's, and so appeared in & Bond-street, 1891, get-up,
with tall silk hat, cane, gloves, and irreproachable sait,
and whose firat question was loftily anawered by the crush:
ing announcement, *I'm going to lecture.” The guerist re-
covered himself and renewed the attack, An echo round
the corner, or a smail chorns of two, interpolated the * Hir,
she saids,” which was scarcely an improvement. Ap em-

hatic encore was 1esponded to by a new and slightly mirth-
ul rendering of the song, in which rendering tEe andience
heartily joined. The tablean, * Mother Haobbard,’ Miss Mande
Sellers making a living embodiment of the famous nursery
hervine, whilst the dog waa aptly taken by AMascer Reggie
Dixon amidst vocilerous applanse, finished the entertain-
ment, pot the least ?)r;:tt part of the end being the
National Anthem and Doxology sung by the whole atrength
of the performers, each in his and her last character care-
fully grouped on the stage. Many thaoks and great credit
is dyne to the Mizses Wright, Dixon, and Taylor for their
ainstaking and eucceseful work, also to Mrs Kerr-Taylor
for use of the hall, Mrs Watts for piano, and Aisea Larkins
for interspersed musical items,

I see that the Anckland Academy of Arts is offering
medals for varions subjects—Maori beads, painting of New
Zealand reenery, ete. ~ Probably many will come forward to
compete for these honours.

A small but successful dance was given by Mm (Dr.)
Durant, Avondale, who wore a handsome yellow Indian silk.
Amonst those present I noticed Mre H. Walker, black dress
relieved with pink ; Misa Dixon, black dresa with yellow
ribbons ; Miss M. Kerr-Taylor, trained white sk ; Mizs
Wright, black; Miss Durant, cream trained satin; Mies
Sellers, cream ; Miss Polian, white.

The fourth tandem meet tovk place in Princes-street, and
was supposed to start at 2 p.m., but what with an aceident
and a photo to be taken, they did not get away until 3 p-m.
At the start Mr Wansborough wishetho drive up in grand
style, but, alas ! “pride goeth before a fall.' '"The wheels of
the cart eaught in the tram lines, and both the cart and horse
weare ugtumenl, throwing ont the occupants, Mestrs Wans-
borongh and Walker, (who were, bappily, unhurt) and
smashing the vehicle to atoma.  (inly five tandems atarted,
viz, :—Firat, Mr and Mre Chatfield, with Miss Barper and
Mr Niccol ; =econd, Mr Sinclair with Mizs M. Kerr-Ta: lor;
third, Mr MeLauchlin and friend ; fourth, Dr. Challinor
Yarchasand man: fifth, Mrand Mm Ansenpe with hiabrother,
in which otder they kept splendidly ont to Avondale, where
they had tea. The only stoppage was at the word * halt * to
watch the bhont, which was passing meross the road st thag
time.

The meet of the Pakurangs hounds took place this week
at Morningside, abont two miles from Auckland. There
was a great muster of borsemen and horsewomen, Most of
them, I believe, came to watch the fun. The Jadies whom
1 noticed present were Mesdames Backland, Thiele, Laarie,
Minses Buckland (2), Heaketh, Ranks, Dizon, Garrett,
Percival, and others I cannot remember.  The early part of
the day wans spent in drawing for & hare, but was not suc.
censful (exeept when they gave chase to a tom Ccat), mo &
drag was started, and Isid off by Mr Kelly on Play Boy.
Thera wers many falls, bot hobody hurt, {[I.- Banky at-
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tempted to jump & ditch, but ahe herself came to bank on
the other aide, Mr J. Phillips, on a rmall grey pony, tried
& jump, bat his charger got stuck, and then played see-saw
an the wall for some time. The only Indy who o_llowed tha
whole way round was Mism Kerr-Taylor on Tairoa. M
Kloomfield followed aa for as it was possible in a dogeart,
driven by Mr Ware )

I have noticed mome pretty street dresses lltml{_. Mies
FRussell in wearing & meat navy blos serge: Miss Me-
Glashan, atylinh grey plaid dress, biack jacket, and gem
hat; Miss Wilkina, smart navy blue serge trimmed with
gold butions, white vest, gem hat ; M Tonkae, black gown,
otioman and for cape, black bonnet with Egyptian colonred
embmidery ; Mrs Brigham, handsome hlack milk dress, long
ottoman silk coat trimmed with far, black plateau bonnet;
Misa Violet Taylor, pretty dark green frock, hat en suire.

A dance at a bank is of rather infrequent occurrence in
our pay little city, and & pood deal of interest was conse-
quently taken in the one given by Mra Cameron at her
residence over the Auckland Saviogs Bank. The rooms
are admirably adapted for thia pleasant exercise. The ball-
room Hoor wase in excellent orler, and the music good. The
staircases, corridors, etc., were more patronised by heated
dancers than the cosy drawing-room. A large, wide-sl‘aegped
staircase nicely carpeted affords such n charming place for a
cosy téte-d-1éte, don’t fnu think so, Bee? The supper was
scroniptious, so & gentleman told me, and I, after enjoying
a lovely ‘extra,’ quite agreed with him. That reminds me
that the three extras played by Mms Duthle, who, by-the-
bye, wore & very pretty white silk, ea ¢rain, and the two
_\fisaes Whitson, one in crean, and the other, Miss Lisa, in
white, were ancommonly nice to waltz to. The other music
was well rendered by a violin and piane,  Our hostess wore
a handsome trained gown of black silk ; Misa Cameron was
well dressed in black net relieved with pink ostrich
feathers ; Miss Amy Cameron wore a becoming pick net ;
the Misses Hesketh were attired in blue Liberty silk, with
traina ; Miss A. Bockland also wore a Lrain ; ber dress was
of old gold silk ; Miss Anderson, black ; Mys Ansenne ; M
Munro, her pretty wedding-dress ; Mias Lizzie Garrie, piok ;
silk with & train; Miss L pton, maize-colonred dress ; Miss
Brett, pink silk and train; Miss Amy Rrett, pale green
silk ; Miss Hull, Misa Worsp, Miss Binney, Missea Hardie
(2), Misa Ethel Jackson, pink ; Misa Nora Kisaling, white ;
Afiss Von Sturmer, pink ; Miss May Von Sturmer, cream ;
Miss Francis, white spangled net. I enjoyed myself so
much that I l'or?ot to notice the dresses for you, so please
excuse the small nomber oat of winety guests whose names
I recollect. There were more gentlemen than ladies, and
you know how nice that is for us. I will try and do better
next time.

Mr and Mrs Thos, Craig, who are very old Auckland
colonists, having arrived in Sydney in 1842, and in Auckland
in 1847, celebrated their golden wedding the other day,
Several beautiful presents, amongst others a splendid
wedding cake and bridal bouquets, were given them, One
of their danghters, M C, F, Corlett, wife of the manager
of the Christchureh Press, came np from the city of the
Plaina to be present. The eldest son is manager of the New
Zealand Insurance Company at San Franeiseo. In the
eveningnh{r and Mrs Craig entertained a number of their
oldest friends, guite a levée having been held all afterncon.

On the evening of Monday, June 25rd Mr Leon Driver

ve his second recital in the Choral Hall. On this cceasion

Ir Driver increased the favourable impression which he
made upon the anditors at his first concert. It is some
years since Auckland has been visited by & pianiat possess-
ing such a brilliancy of technique as Mr Diiver, and the
feeling of satisfaction is augmented by the knowledge that
he is A native of the Auckland province. Mr Driver 18 quite
young, and the evidences of ability and nnremitting industry
at Melbouroe are so marked in his performances thai the
best resulis iay be angured regarding his future career when
he shall have matured himself in the schools of Enrope
Already it is in the matterjof seiection rather than of exe-
cution that his exhibitions may be pronounced in any de-
gree lacking. The Liszt school of operatic pymmﬂnim
and compositions inimitation of them de not reach the hearts
of even colonial andiences now-n-days, and & revision of his
programmes is the one necessity for setting Mr Driver on
the high road o caémivnting his flenrers. In the polonaises
and nocturnes of Chopin he has been so suceessful as te
beret & feeling of regret tha% so much executive abilit
should be expended otherwise on thankless lines. 1{
in in the matter of the equality and independence of
manual action, that Mr %river is 80 conmspicacus, and
hia displays with the left hand are most interesting and in-
structive. With the assistauce of a suitable person to as-
suma the labours of organization and a fair vocal backing,
there is every reason to anticipate that in the towns of New
Zealand Mr Driver's recitalns will attract the attention of
which his genuine merit is deserving,

HINEMOA

PALMERSTON SOUTH.

DEAR BEE, JUXE 16.

Wedo not Eenemlly have inuch news tosend you
from this little place, but the coming winter promises to be
a trifle livelier than its predecessors, We are having an en-
tertai t to celebrate the re-opening of the Town Hall
The }i)rogmmme is very attractive. The firt part will eon-
sist of & representation of * The Trial by Jury,” from * Pick-
wick.” The second part will consist of & concert, at which
some of the best vocalista in Dnnedin will assist.

There is aleo a fancy dress ball on the tapis, so that we
bave a little guiety to ﬂmk forward to.

The firat dance in connection with the Palmerston Assem-
bliea waa beld in Clark's Hall, As all the arrangementa
were well carried ont by the Committee, assisted by Mrs
R. N. Reid and other ladies, success was assured, and
the result was & very pleasant and enjoyable evening. The
lovely dance music was supplied by Oswald's band. A
epecial word of praise is dus to MrJ. M, Emmerson, na it
was mainly due to his notiring efforts that the dance wasso
saccessful, I will now tell yousomething about the dresses,
Mm Robert Ewing wore g’llcl:, as also did Mms J. Arkle,
Mry J. 0. Mackenzie, Mra K. N. Heid, Mrs W. H. Wil-
liane, and Mrs I, G. Findlay. There were among the un-
married Iadies Miss Arkle, in & dainty cream gown with
fovely chrysanthemuins on the bodice, and & fan com-
pumi of the same fowers; Miw Morris (Waikouiti),

in a richlooking white gown; Miss Robeits (Dunedin),
black lace pgown; Miss Dolly Murdock, white matin
and tolle; Miss Fmma Murdoek, black silk wnd net
gown ; Miss Farqubar (Dunedin), pretty gown of lemon-
coloared cashmere ; Miss Webb (Moearaki), black grenadins
relieved with cardinal ; Miss Maclewd, pretty gown of pale
green nun's veiling ; Miss Maclean {Dunedia), etylish gown
of navy blue velvet ; the Misses Fagan, in very pretty gownsy
of cream satin and fisher's net relieved with pale 'blue:\
TE

{Thank you. Shall like to hear about your ball, ete.—
Bee.]

CHRISTCHURCH.

DeAr BEE, JUXNE 16.
Thia last has been a very slow week, indeed, and
is now #o eold I can scarcely hold the pen.  Bishop and Mrs
Julins gave a small dioner party, when Mrs OUnslow Julins,
Captain Crutchley, of the §s. Raikuura, Mrand Mrs Wild-
ing, Mr and Mrs Burns, aml Mr . Leeves were present.
AMrs and Miss Fenwick and Mr Bateman came later in the
evening. The latter played well on the vielin, aleo Mr
Reeves, Mrs (nslow Juliue accompsnying. Mre Wildin
Ea\'e two piano solos in her brilliant and bnished way, an
Mrs Burns sang most charmingly one English and one Iyl.nlinn

song.

'I%e mame evening, in the Opawa Schoolroom, under the
manegement of Mr Harley, the first of & series of entertain-
ments took place, and was very successful. Illnstrated
songs formed the principal item, and were very cilectively
doue, a good deal of humour being infused into some, per-
haps @ little overdone in some cases.  Dr. Murray-Aynsley,
for instance, personated * Little Jack Horner' in a white
embroidered frock and all the etceteras of & well-dressed
child, and, of course, elicited roars of langhter fiom the
andience. * Where are you gaing to, my pretty maid " was
very sweetly done by Miss IE Mnrray- Aynsley, who looked
bewitching with stool and pail. Mr Curry took the part of
the eavalier, and when asked, * What is your father,’ ghe
brought forth Dr. Murray-Aynsley dressed as an ancient
farmer in smock frock and red comforter with a bottle nnder
his aroi.  * The Girton girl* is a classical paroly on that,
and was taken by Miss K. Tabart and her brother. She in
cap and pown and books, and he in tenais coztume. The
three goddesses in the *Judgment of Paris' were Miss
Harley, wearing a white and blue Howing grwn, and
peculiar headdress ; Miss Delamnin, white, with erimson
scarf round her head and falline dowu the skirt ; and Miss
Loughnnn, in gold and white Greek dress. *The Maids of

Lea,’ old and young, was very well done, and thnugh seen
so often, is always amusing. 'The Misses M. Tabart, Has=al,
and Harley earned a vociferous encore for this. The

thing that caused the most merriment perhape was the
round, *0ld chairs to mend,’ sung in character by Mr
Mareh, Mr Harley, and Mr Cane, [ was almost lost an fan
as the music of it went in the roars of laughter it provoked,
The descriptive 2ongs were sung by Messrs Broadhurst,
Corbett, and Harley, and between the acta, us it were, son,
were sung by Mrs %:(. P, Morray-Aynsley, Miss B. Longh-
nan, Messrs Day, Corbett, and March, Miss Talbot playiog
Heller's * Tarantelle” with much brilliancy. The whola
was concluded with * A Village Féte,’ in wgich all the per-
formers took part dancing the barn dance, and every one
went home feeling they had had a good evening's fun.

On the night of the Rowing Club ball it was pouring in
torrents, and kept mnnhy awn{. but those who ventured, and
the rooms were well filled, bad a moat enjoyable dance.
The new boat-sheds are well and favourably koown for
dancing. The floor and music were all that could be wished
on this occasion.

The last of this season's Assembly dances took place at
the Oddfellow’s Hall, which was extremely tastefally
decorated. Cuortains divided the reom, the first half bewng
a drawing-room with most luxurious chairs and lounges.
In the centre of the ballroom was a pretty arrangement of
cabbage palm and ferns, and on the stage more palms, flax,
and laurustinus, The steps being covered with s bright red,
looked most effective. The walls were beantifiell with
mirrors, Liberty muslio, and flax, and to my mind the hall
never looked prettier. Mrs Stead and Mrs Tabart were
hostesses for the evening, bub Miss Tabart had to do duty
for her mother, as ahe, unfortunately, was not well.  Mrs
Stead’s dress was black lace with chiffon, Miss Tabart also
wearing Dblack with embroidered panel; Mm Cowlishaw
wore a handsome black moiré with steel embroidered front ;
her danghter, black lace with mignonette green; Mry
Dennpiston, chartreuse green Liberty silk with rink TOKES
on the bodice ; Mrs Ronalds looked extremely well in black
velvet ; her daughter, & r{retr_v white dress; Mrs A. Me-
Donald, brooze green silk; Mrs Parbesry, a very pretty
pale blue Liberty silk: Mrs A. M. Ollivier, cream gown
with pink roses, and Jovely leaves ; Mrs Reeve, black ; Miass
Reeve, vrange coloured silk trfimmed with black ; Miss
Lean, a pretty bright pink gown; Mre Cotterill, black;
Miss Newton, a pretty dress of a lovely shade of blne; Miss
R. Tabart, maize; Mrs Symes, blue satin; Miss Thomson,
yellow, Captain Crutchley was there and several officers of
the Curacoa. The attendance was rather minall, and 1 very
much regret to hear there is some talk of discontinuning
these pleasant dances for a season.

To go from the lively tu severe, since the departure of
H.M.S. Curacoa one of her seamen has died in the hospital
at Lyttelton. He wns in delicate health for some time, [
believe, and about three weeks ago broke a blood vessel and
was taken to the hospital, but Dr. 'airman wae never very
hopeful of his recovery. He was accorded a military
funeral, which was very largely attended. The Curajos
has made such a long stay in our port that both men and
ofticers have made many friends, and are now quite missel.

Canterbury's pilgrims are rapidly being lost to us. Mr
John Stanley, Harewood Road, died suddenly last week.
He bas suffered with rheninatism for the last twenty years,
and an attack on the heart bronght about his sndden death.
He came out in the andolph, one of the first four ships,
and lived & few years in Lyttelton, afterwards removing to
FPapanuni. He leaves a wife, five sons and five daughters.

Mr William Normaa, auother much reapected and valued
ecitizen, who arrived here in the Sir {ieorge Seymour in 1850,
Euled away after a lingering illness of five months. His

ret days in the colony were spent farming at Kaiapei ; from

thence he removed to his late renidence, 1'a ni Road. He
tock an active interest in the Canterbary Apricultuml and
Pastoral Awsociation. Une of hin favourite studive was
borticulture, and at the shows exhibita from bLim have
scarcely ever been abeent, and perhaps he had the Lest collec-
tion of orchids in the coluny. He took the keenest interest
in the Christchnreh Horticultoml Sveiety. He was a member
and ardent rupporter of $St. 1'aul’s Chorch, Papanui, and for
twelve years wanchurchwanlen. He leaves a wife and only
danghter, M Kochiort Snow.

Madame Patey is the niuch-talked: of per~on jnst now, and
the rush for seats has been (juite unprecedented, In thisix
bas certainly been the ' survival of the fittest,” for the weaker
had to go to the wall, and some sutfered ronsillerably in the
crush, while the mivance agent was emilingly viewing the
scene from the opposite pavernent, 1 am told.

DoLiy VaLe

DUNEDIN.

DEeAR BEE, JUXE 17,
Wiile the other towns seem to be revelling in
all sorts of social paieties we are st stagnation. The onl
reupion 1 know of this week has been Mrs Woodliouses
afternoon musical, at which Mizs Sievwrizht sany;, and Mm
Mills and Mrs Hose als=o sang a dnet together. Among the
uests were Mrs MeKenzie, Mra PPinn, Mrs Denniston, Misa
McLean, Miss Rackhouse, Miss lteynolds, Miss Sise, Mrs
Melland, and Mrs Ferguson.

Mrs William Dawson gave at her residence, May Villa,
Duncan-street, a dance, over one hundred guests being pre-
sent. It was a most enjoyable affair, dancing being kern
up till the stall hours were getting large. Several well-
known singers were present, and added greatly to the

leasure of the evening. (hinese lanterns and other fancy
ights ornamented the roomz, and made the ladies’ dresses
look exceedingly picturesque

The University Dramatic Clab produced ' She Stoopes To
Conquer * in the Theatre on two successive nights. A the
pame of the Club signifies, those taking part lay clain to n
U niversity education, and the pablic natnrally ex];ecled RO
amateur performance far beyond the ordinary. ese ex-
pectations were more than tealised. The press eriticised
theru as they would have done professionals, and tak-
ing them on their own ground as Univemsity students,
treated them as such. When I tell you that uni-
vereal commendation was the verdiet of the critics, even
the mort cynical of them, yoa will readily wnderstand
that their success was a marked one. Upon the open-
ing night every seat was occupied, and many whe could
not obtain a seat were content to stand. The seecond night
drew almost as crowded an audience, and some among them
ex pressed the feelings of many by Lhe presentation of several
lovely bouyuets. (ineof these wae presented to Miss Fodor,
tied with streamers of the colours slie wore, roze and manve,
Miss Freeman (B.A.) took the part of Mra Hardeastle.
Her elocution was splendid, and everyone would like
to see her in a more thankful part than that of
a very empty-headed and quarrelsome old lsd{: There
ware some very goud scenes betwesn her son, Tony Lumpkin,
and Hardeastle. Hardeastle was taken by 3Mr Charles
Mouat (B.A.}. His acting thronghout pave no trace of
the amatenr. In soine of the scenes his facial expression
was worthy of a professional.  Mr J. K MacDonald, as
young Marlow, entirely lost his own identity in the part,
and a musical, flexible voice added greatly to the charm of
bis acting.  MrJ. 8. Muntgomery a8 Tony Lumpkin wa~
capital. He represental the good - naiured, ignorant
booby in & manmer that took, and ereated many a
laugh. Dr, Jetfcoat made a good Hastings, aml Mr W.
P. Milne was Sir Charles Marlow. Miss Fodor as Mias
Nevill, and Miss Alexander as Miss Hardeastle, both r]ayed
charmingly. The University orchestra contributel some
excellent mnsie, and on the seeond evening, dnring the in-
tervals, & number of the students in the body of the Theatre
sang some of their merry songs. The dresses were very
handsore, and brought with their quaint styles and coloure
the glories of a toilet of & by-gone age very vividly to our
almiring gaze, althongh one thanked their stars they could
don full dress mow with a qgunarter of the elaboration.
The gentlemen were no less gorgeons in  their
attire than the ladies, The material was rich, and the
colours correct ; but 1 will give yon a description and leave

o to judge.  Miss Freeman wore in the first set a royal
{lua quilted skirt with fawn silk pompadour overskirt ;
made with peinted bodice and elbow sleeves, finished with
an edging and fichu of lace. Long old-foshicned earrings
and bracelets, powdered hair piled high, and adorned with
ribbons, completed the picture. Her second dress was even
more elaborate. The skirt was emerald green satin,
flounced with real Spanish blonde, and a lovely brucadeil
overskirt of vieux roxe and gold, with lace-edped sleevea.
The neck of the bodice was square-cut, &nd alse finished
with lace. Headdress of yellow feathers mml pink rowes,
Miss Fodor, as Miss Nevill, was handsomely attired. Her
first gown was a rose satin quilted and jewelled skirt
flounced with real Spanish lace, and overskirt of pale Llue
watered silk Howered with red rosebuds, the sleeves and
square-cut neck edged with lace nnd rose-coloured riblon,
the pointed budice laced with red silk laces. The hair was,
of course, wdered, and «dressed with rtibboos and
feathers. bhe mecond dress was lovely - the skirt
of mauve silk Hounced with real Heniton lace that had done
service more than one hundrel years ago. The bodice and
train were of pearl white silk, brocailed with mauve and
pink Howers, elaburately trimmed with lace, and finished otf
with pink and mauve howa; pink aigrettes and manve
flowers formied the head dresa. Miss Alexander na Misry
Hardcastle looked as pretly as she was supposed to o,
In the first act she wore & white striped hocaied skirt edged
with elusters of Mnaryguerites, the overskirt of white ailk
fAowered with autnmn leaves. Later she donned a Royal
bloe ecarf and & large hat adorned with feathers
to match. Her last dreaa—where ahe ‘*ntoops to
conyner' in the guise of a maid—a short skin of kilted
red satin_displaying pale blue silk stockings and buckled
shoes. Tha overskirt was of a soft woollen stulf, & duinty
white cap, apron and kerchief, and a bunch of keys com-
pleted a very couettish dress, Miea M, White, asa maid,
wore & pretiy dress—the skirt of dark red, the overdrem of
pompalonr, with white moslio apron and cap. The dreanas
of the gentlemen were too haml to be dismissed with-
out = word. Mr C. Mouat wors & sait of the olden
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time The frock ecat was of mmaset brown serge with
brass bottons and knee bresthes of the same material

& pale biae and white striped waisicoar The osual
lace Tuties, whita silk stoekings, and boekled aboes finished
the atrire. Mr J. R MacDonald, ss Marlow, waore s suit of
black velver, the coas baving blaek bhead facings, with vest
of white serge, and long top boota. The second dress, the
coat was of russet-brown velver with silk knee breechea the
same coloar, and Howered eordad ailk waistcoar, with lace
frills, white #ilk stockings and buckled shoss. Dr. Jetl-
coat, a8 Hastings, worea & suit of blask velver faced
with gold, Bowered ecorded silk waistcoar with
gold border and dainty lace rutfles. A stone seal set
in pold hong at the bottom of the waiitcoatr, and with
a three corne black hat toruned up, with gold, knee
breeches, and mr boots, and bun('v spots, madea dashing
lover. Sir Charles Marlow (Mr W. D. Milne) wore a suit
of plum coloured velvet, with drab silk waistcoatr made with
large lappelsand pockets, his eoat pocketsand waiscoat ed&;ed
with gold, white silk stockings and buskled shoes. He
alswo carried a silver snnfibox. Powdered wig and lace
handkerchief completed the outfit.  Tuny Lompkin was
very gorgeons in a scarlet hanting frock, handsome tignred
silk waistcoat tinselled with gold, light brown rniding
breeches, yellow silk cravat, and a black velvet cap. The
arrangement and appearance of the drawing room did eredit
to the stage manager, Mr 5 Soloman; in fact the whole
affair was well done.

MaTDE

WELLINGTON.

Dear BEE, JONE 19,

The ball at GGovermment Hoasze will be just too
late for this letter, so [ am afraid you must wait patiently
until next, for it takes place the very pight that this must
he posted. I hear that there are over three hondred invita-
tions oat for it, s0 it sught to be very good. That will be
a very nice number for the size of the ball-room,

I believe Mrs Hardings ' At Home  comes first on my
list. What do yoo think? There were aciunally more
ntlemen than ladies—sack a revolution in social matters*
Ve girls had, in_conzequence, such a good time  We shall
never forgetr ir, I am sare, for it is =0 seldom that we ean
atford to turn up ozr noses, and say our programme s full,
but this really was the case a few minuotes afrer we arrived
in the ball-room.  The dining and drawing rooins were hoth
used for dancing, the folding doors baring heen drawn back.
1 suppose there must have been fully sixty guests, nearly all
ong people, except one or two martied ladies M
arding wore black ailk with panels of cut stee]l embroidery,
and both her danghters wore white ; Miss (Johr) Johnston
wore one of the handsomest wns, of moss gteen satin
embroidered with white lilies of the valiey, her niece, Miss
Grace, wearing cream ; Miss A Hadfield wore pale pink :
Mrs C. Izard, white silk with black velvet; Miss Larmach,
from Dunedin, one of the prettiest dresses, of black velret,
slightly trained, the low bodice and sleeves being softened
by ¢nantities of bright yellow embroidered chiffun; Miss
Elfie Williams wore & pretty bine chiffon gown ; JMiss
Richmond being also in blae ;" Miss Baller wore black and
white ; Miss Cooper, black ; and her sister, pink ; Miss
Moorhonse, white; Mis (ore, black with ruifles
of white chiffon; and her mister, cream : Miss Buotter-
worth (Dunedin), white ailk; Miss & Graham
(Karori} and Miss Knight both wearing white Cap-
tain and Mrs FEdwin were there, Aiss Brandon and
several others played the extras, King's hand auppij'l.nﬁ'
the programme musxic. Sopper was served upetairs, an:
was prettily decorated with towers, greenery, etc., as were
also the bail-room and baleony, which proved a pleasant
resort for the dancern. I heaid that a large children’s party
took place there the following pight, and passed off very
mccessfully. Mrs Harding has made a splendid beginning,
her dance being the first of the sestion, taking place the
very day that Pariiament openad. It is to be ho that
her good example will be followed by many othems, fer
what is pleasanter than & private dance?
I feel qnite miserable to think that Madame Patey has
ne.  Uh, she was joust delightfcl, and we all liked her
tter and better the more we heard her. Her farewell
concert was quite the most successful of afl, and & more
enthuriastic audience conld hardly be imagined Madame
Patey was so good in repeating her songs, and in her laag
sotg 1he andience got perfectly wild wicth excitement, and
the great singer responded twice amid ringing applause.
She wasx very handsomely dressed in brighe tomato red satin
brocaded witl black tlowers, and made with a very long
full train, the front being plain satin of the same colour
draped with beantifol tine hlack lace, and the hem edped
with peaks of black jec embroidery. The ahoe: were red
sarin embroidered with black jet, amd the hizh collar of the
square bodice was also of jet. The corrage sparkled
with Jiamonds and other jewels, and she wore dia-
wond stars in the form of a tiara in her hair. Long
imle tan gloves completed & beautifol toilette. Miss
lossaw ware & simple gown of cream silk, the skirg
being prevtily trimmed with lace, her best effort being
¢ Killarney, for which she had to respond to an enthusiastic
encore and siong the last verse again. Miss Emelia Wond
has also established herseif a favourite here. She wore
black velvet and satin with sleeres of thin black lace. Mr
Jones was encored for * My pretty Jane,' and sang * Tom
Bowling.” Mr Patey has not been able 1o appear limugh-
out the season here, owing to the eflects oﬁn sccident
which befell him on his way to New Zealand. We were
disappoioted, bat it could not be helped, and Mr F, V.
Waters took his place both in the solus, dueta, amt trioa
The company very uvftem sang ‘ The magic wore scarf,’
which was, w my mind, the prettiest trio they had. The
feature of the evening, of course, wan Madame Patey's sing-
ing of * There in & yreen hill,” which was especiaily composed
for ber, and which has been greatly looked forward to by
musical Teople here. It was & splendid neason altogether,
and I feel sure we will never forget Madame Fatey's visit ta

oa.

The Ladies’ Gallery at the * House' has been well filled
since Parlianient opened, and was upa-isll #0 when the
Fioancial Statement was real. I noticed Mim McKeniie,
daoghbter of the Minister of Lands, there. She was with
Mm Uallance, the Premier's wife, and is paying us & short
visit.  Most of the Minister's wives were there taking a
#reat interest in everythiog that was said.

The Ambalance Society bhad & I:zu meeting at the
Moseom, when Lady prosented the un.lielu- to
the members. Ths Corernor spoke eacouragingly, and Sir
Jamea Hector also made & speech. Here are the names of
the fortunate eompetitors ; they are all well - known
Medals: Elirzabeth Anketell, Margaret Brown, Francis Chiene,
Annie Croncher, Lilian Heath, Margaret Keopedy, Onie
Mchenzie, Edith Palmer, Mary Tackey, Certificates: Maade
Blandell, Harries Dary, Emily Edneades, Jessie Martin,
Vida Pearce, E. Seed, Eeuﬁ“’i][hm& Home Nursing :
Kate Berry, Mande Berry, Harriet Davy, Jessie Martin,
and Hetty Williamms. Men's Branch: H Seed, Michael
Kennedy, William Bright, T. Donne, Henry Hadfield,
Leon Tripp, Ernes1 Kell, Francis Fear, John (¥ Donovan,
James B*Gonld, J. Price, Edgar Giibb, D. Darke, and J.
Y. Whittaker. Dr. Kemp speke at length, and Dr. Polien
also congratulated the society. Mrms Charlea Johnston
and Miss King appear to have been especially energetie
An excellent commwittee has been arranged for the tollowing

ear:—Madames I[inssell, Heetham, C. Harris, Brandon,

‘earce, McKenrzie, W. Fergnson, . Taylor, Ewant, H.
bell, Pollen, T. (. Williams, the Mizes Johnston and Lud-
brook, the Rex. W. C. Waters, Canon Howell, Dra. Ewars,
Collins, and McKenzie, and Meszrs D. Tripe and H. Seed.
We are very glad to see the valuable :ociery in such a
flourishing condition.

The Harmonic Society are shoztly to produce * The Koee
of Sharon,’ for which both Mizs Spenszley and Mr Paschel
are coming from Christchoreh to take part.

* Rob Roy,' the operatic diama. is heing actively re-
hearsed by amatears nmder Mr MeDafl- Boyd's leadership,
and will very soun be ready fur pablic inspection. B
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The Provincial Hall was the scene of any amount

f

i

[
g‘.
%
T

!
431

[ supposs tha awish, swish of it on the
reminds her in & surt of *looki k" manner of the
thomp, thomp of her ancestor's tail sgainst the trees or
hard groand Theuightoft'oortbrgeimhun(l'llk_ing

fection of all kinds into her norsery and drawing-room.
What is the ose of the higher edneation of Iomen.l?il can-
oot teach them eommoo sense '—Yours, dear Bee, Tou
GEOWLER

NATIVE LAND LAWS COMMISSION,

(“EE ILLTSTRATION, PAGE 124.)

4MONGST onr illustrations this week is a
1 capital el_tctmﬁnph pictare of the gentle-
men forming the Native Land Laws Com-
mission. Their appointment was the ont-
come of & resolition paszed by the Bonse of
_}!epmsentari\'h last ses<ion, and in select-
ing Messrs W. L. Rees, James Carroll, and
Thomas Mackay a3 Commissioners, the Lovernment made a
wise choice of three gentlemen who were eminently gnali-
fied by their experience of native traditions, enstoms, and
wsages to dlscharge_the functions of Commission to inguire
into the Iaws affecting the natives and their land. Mr W.
L. Bees, ML H_R., for Auckland city, was formerly a member
of the House, and will be remembered as haring aceom-

of gaiety, being the first of our winter enter
Bosy bands had been eagazed in decoratling tha laige room,
and all who helped oaght to be well sarisfied with the result
of their work, for the ball never looked so well before. The
npprer end was reserved as & drawing-room, and was taste-
fully farnisked, the lower end beinz kept for daneing. For
the first two bours mozic was the order of the evening, dm
Houlker, Mr Adams, the Misses Fell and Atkinson, Messars
Fell, Grace, and Maginoity taking part. At 10.30 daneing
began, and then a great many wha did not caie for that
frivolity weat home, buot npumbers remained, and I
think all enjoyed themselves. The programme was
rather short, bat we had az many extras as we
cared for at the end. Nearly everyone wore new
gowns, 80 I will try and remember a few for your edification,
my dear Bee. Mrs Cook, handsome robe of bottle green
merveillenx. trained, lovely cream plosh opera cloak ; Mrs
Renwick, black merreilleax bandsomely trimmed with jet ;
Mrs H. Dodson, & black and red gown, which saited her
=plendidly ; Mrs S. Clanders, prirarose-colonred =atin,
trimmed with soch pmtmriped ganzy material ; Mrs
Browning (Cable Bay), a ming black merviellenx and
iace ; Mra Buckland (Cable Bay), such a handsome gown of
black lace, having panels of vellow satin, over which the
black tace was draped ; Mrs Theodore Glasgow, who leoked
one of the best theére, wore an uncommon robe of pompa-
dour satin, made plainly and trained, the entire front of the
bodiee being eoverad with little gold sequins ; Mra J. Sharp,
retty soft pink silk and chiffon ; Mra Holmes, becoming
Eelintmpe gown: Mm Thornton, her bridal robe of soft white
silk, made plainly, the bottoinr of the skirt being slightly
draped, and canght up with ostrich feathers, ostrich feather
fan; Mrs Pearson, becoming pink watered silk trimmed with
soft pink sile.  Mrs J. Wood, black merveillenx and lace ;
Mi=s (;ibeon, cream broche satin ; Misz Morgan, handsome
gown of cream merveillenx beantifully embroidered with
gold ; Mism Wood, black lace robe prettily trimmed with
primrose tibboa ; Mizs Rhodes (Napier), black Ruassian net
relieved with red; Misa Ledger, handsome black lace
dra, aver a yellow sacrin ; Miss Fell, pretty white silk and
chiffon ; Miss {}. Pitt, white non’s veiling embroidered with
gold ; Mizs Hea; {dcbutanie), white smrah silk, with
chiffon rutfles, and aprays of white chrysanthemoms ; Miss
Renwick, a mixtare of white and primrose-colonred non's
veiling, [ also saw there Mrs Pitt, M= P. Adams, M=
Oldham, Mre Ledger, Mrs Dnddy, Mrs Macqoavire, Mrs
Yood, Mrs Levien, Mrs Grace, Mrs H. Edwards, M=
Hounlker, the Misses Atkinsom, L. Fell, Levien, Sealy,
Richmond, Cock (2, Worsley, Watson, Raikes, Gribben,
Perry, Barnett, Cartiz, Oldham, Lightfoot, and Holmes,
and several more I am unable to remember. The committee
are certainly to be congratulated opon the success of their
first evening, for if all enjosed themse!ves as mach as Amy
and I, they will be well satistied indeed.

A beneht concert was given 1o Herr Von Zimmerman by
a number of ladies and gentlemen, when Roseini's * Stabat
Mater' was performed with preat suceess. Mis Adams,
Mrs Houlker, apd Mrs Chatterton, Messr~ Fell, Grace,
Lucas, and the Revs. Chatterton and Kempthorne were
entrosted with the zolos, which were sung creditably by all.
Drmring the second part of the programnie Prol Zimmerman
gave two violin solos, whith were much appreciated,
althongh rather long. Miss Atkinson accompanied admir-
ably.

In writing of the ball, I foryot to mention how much we
all miszed the energetic eecretary of the commictes, Mr E.
L. Broad, of the Colonial Bank. He has gone to Sydney
for a holiday. We all hope he will have & good time there,
and be back for the next g:nce.

PRyLLIS

A PROTEST ACAINST *TRAINS.

DEAR BEE,

May a much-injured Society man drop you a line
with any bupe of yonr publishing his grievance* ! propos
of the winter dances past, present, and futnre, do allow me
to enter—in common with sll my sex—a hearty and em-
phatic protest against those borrid mbditions vo ladies’ frocks
—trains! They logk well enoagh trailing over the Hoors
when there is plenty of roon, bat when dancing begina, and
you have to steer your pariner out of the way not only of her
owg tail, but of her sisters’, cousing and annts, the candal

pendage is an iti d plague It poos withoat saying
H;Lt women believa maxely in the Darwician theory w{en.

fed Wi Pere to England, on the business of the Fast
Cosst eolonization scheme,  Mr Carroll is the memher for
the East Coast Maori electorate, and is himself a half-
caste.  Mr Thomas Mackay, the thinl member of
the Commission, was for many vears a Land Purchase
Agent, and zu uently Trost Commissioner for Native
Reserves. The other gentlemen in the group are Messrs J.
M. Geddis, of the Hansard staff, who filled the poition of
secretary and shorthand writer to the Commission, and Mr
Gannon, interpreter. The Commission travelled through
the length and breadth of the North Tsland, sittings I:eux%
held at Gisborne, then at #uckland, Waikato, Bay o
Islands, Taranaki, and 20 on throagh the North Island back
to Wellington. Voluminous evidence was taken, but ab
the close of their lab the Commissi ’s were unable to
agree.  An exhanstive report has been presented by Mesars
Kees and Carroll, on the evil effects of the existh system
of dealing with pative landa The remedy pmp?;gl ia thas
the Native Land Board should be a eorporated body, and
shoald be com of six members, three appoinied by
Governor and three elected by the whole tribal committees
of the North 1sland. In this Eoanl should be vested all the
Maori reserves of the North Esland with the sole power
of leasing Maori tribal lands under direction from
the native committees of the various blocks, and with
faull To'r:r to acy in all things for the welfare of the Maori
peaple. The Board, they say, shonld also be anthorised to
compromise with the Government and private persons in
claims made to Maori lands not held severally, and only
when assented to by three fourths of the natives affected in
the administration “of the lands not held in several The
Commissioners =n, return to open and tribal dealin,
Mr Mackay decided to send in a separate report, in the
compilation of which he was ep when he died very
suddenly at the Metropolitan Hotel, Wellington. It has
not yet decided whether his incomplete report shall be
published.

THE CITY OF MELSON.

(SEE ILLUSTEATIONS, PAGE 129.)

THE Rer. Frederick William Chatterton, the incumbent
of the Church of All Sainta in the town of Nelson, has oc-
cupied his present charge since the year 1888 He is &
uate of the Lniversiry of New and, having received
education at the Bishopdale Theological College. He
was ordained deacon in 1886, and priest in the following
year. Abouor the same time that he assumed the otfice of
clergyman, Bishop Suter appointed him his dowestic chap-
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TABLE ORN AMENT.

SUGCESTIONS ON DINNER-GIVINC.

e

HE table about which we gather to have not
oaly a feast of good things, but & bright char,
ludy which brings friends together, shoald cer-
tainly have speciat attention paid it. It is
continually quoted aboat our inahility to live
without dining ; nobody deniez this fact, bat
it is true that we can make dining a fine art,
make it seem abenlutely poetic. A few years
ago, in an attempit to succeed at this, the
hostesa, anxionz as possible, made some very

great mistakes. These she has diseavered and remedied ;

the worst were her inclinations to ton mach millirery on the
table in the shape of broad ribbons, enormous dianer cards,
too moch plush over the tableclowh, and a fancy for enmor-
mons floral pieces in the centre which made the people on
one side of the table entire strangers to those on the other.

Nowadays the most effective dinner table i+ that dressed en-

tirely in white and having white glass, plenty of silver, the

centre-piece low, and a number of soft lights, in the shape
of candles, here, there, and everywhere to make a mellow
sanshice all round.

The preferred 18blecloth is of white damask. Itmay have
wnven in it the fewr (de-lis pattern; it may show, where
sach athing i= pessessed, a coat of arme or a crest, bot it is
in much better taate, when these do not belong to the family,
either to have the initiala, or an elaborate monogram woven
in announcing in this way that it was made to order. The
linen cloth with a broad hemstitching, wsoally has the
initials embroidered in ranning fashion as if they were
written, near the end, but suiliciently far up to come mid-
way between the plate of the hostess and the first candela-
brum, or whatever ornament may be beyond. In this way
the fine meedlework shows to good advantage and, by-the-
bye, with soch & cloth the napkins match, although, of
eourse, the lettenng iz smaller and it is embroidered not in &
corner bat straighs, 5o that the napkis may be folded 1o be
almost square.

The ars of dinoer-giving becomes more complicated every
day, and the uncopeidered trifles that mest accompany a
feast from the tleshpots of Egypt were never more concidered
than they are this seasn ’Fhe latest desiyna in dinner
favonrs are miniature reels of silk, and models of anything
frowm 8 mandoline o a box-hat. Duinty pink and white
jockey'a caps are uszed, tilled with cachous, and might
] a tlavour of sport to the eonver=ation.

rystallised aweets are generally a feature of the dessert,
of which the newest kind are gilded or silvered. 1:old
bonbons eost abont thirty shilings a ponnd, which may be
called & high price for sweets, bevond the dreams of the
average schoolboy or girl, but some of us carry our love of

‘bonbons to our graves
Dame Fashion haa al:o been turning her attention to

table glass, and the lovely tinted ware that made the wine

look =0 rich i= to give place to plain glass as fine a= Titania's
web, and gold-edg=d, with the owner's erest and a Horal de-
sign wroaght on it in §old.

Caoloured glass in still nsed for the flower-vases, nany of
which take the form of a water.lily ar & thistle I saw the
other day some lovely opalescent glass fower-holders made
for pampas grasses and balrushes. They stood on the Hoor
and were about four feet high, and lcok betier than the
pottery and painted drain-pipes we have seen so long.

A DAINTY MATVE DINNER.

OLOUR dinners are decidedly pretty, and even the
moas rebellivus of men, who object to ribbons and
what he calls *frivols,” can tind no faolt with the

manve dinner, if it is properly earried out. The table iz
first covered with a spread of manve satin, and orer this is
laid alinen cover elaborately hemstitched, and made lace-
like, by drawn-work, nnril the lavender shows throui:'to
rood advantage. The centre piece is a low, white bowi
tilled with purple chrysanthemums or violets or any parple
flower. At each end of the table is a silver candelabrum and
in it are white candles wich shades covered with violets and
their leavea. The menus are in the form of a violet, and at
each place is & claster of viclets, those for bonfonnifres being
um;lc}er than those wntended to be stuck in my lady’s waist
ribbon.

The favours are hand screens shaped like vio.eta and tinted
exactly as they woald be, These are for the fair sex, while
mankind receives either a silver match-box, or silver cigar-
ette case with violets enamelled upon it, and the date of the
dinner carefully engraved thereon. The ices show maave as
the predominating colour ; the sweets are eandied violets,
each plate bolding them hariog & tiny music box concealed
in it, which, coricusly enough, Erm‘olml & great deal of fan
by playing * Sweet Violeta.” This, of course, in & somewhat
elahorate expression of colour in dinpers; but the little
woman who wants to give & colour dioner, and who Jdoes
not exactly know how, may gain some hints from it.

INTELLECTU AL MENTS,

YT 'HE menu earefully written out and with a proper quota-
tion put after each dish, i+ still in vogue a» being &
means of making conversation. A;lf good buook of

guotations will belp yon to armenge this, althoagh, indeed,

& volume of Shakespeare often affords all that is necessasy.

Keep to one writer—that iz, bave your meno a Thackeray,
Dickens, or Shakespeare one, nnf;:-:a, indeed, some of the
minor writers afford mppropriate quotations.

1f yon do not care to undertake arrangiog an entire
menn, then hare & procerh on each pame card, but be care-
fal mot to hase your ‘shaft at random sent’ and so hart
somebody’s feelings.

Aaother arrangement liked is to have a gqueatinn written
on the ontsde oigm envelope, sealed or tied with ribbon :
inside is the answer written ont clearly and Jdistinctly. The
questions are talked over and, as far as poesible, answered :
bat the envelope itself remain: intact mntil the dessert is
served, and then yon are given mn upportanity tv see how
far away you were from the trath.

If you have a danghter or are yourself capable of doing &
little work with pen and ink, then yon can always make
your dinner cards =omething delightial in the way of soa-
venirs. A tiny sketch, a pleasant gootation and ihen the

est’s name and the date of the dinner, form & remem-

rance of a happy time that each one is anxious to have.
A trife—some pretty litile toy easily made at home—is in
this way made a charming addition ww that which, as a
(i;]_at:er of course, you intend to yive your gaests—a good
1nner.

A FEW SUGGESTIONS
LY the besutifal decorations on the tahle will amoun
+ to nothing unless the huztess herzelil wears, as a ile-
cotation, & charming manner and an abeolute ignoting
of anything except that which will give pleasare to her
guests.  [f mistakes should occar it will be wizer fur her
not to se¢ them. If an awkwanl servani should stmuble
and uneet a dish she should be as equable as if someone had
only thrown a c¢rown of roses about ber. While ir is her
daty to petinit no goeat 1o be ameglected it is alwo her duty
Aot ie seem Hustered or worried. and she is the best hostess
always who manages to nrake people feel most at ease.
Don’t attemypt 10 do too much nnless yoa bare servants
who are capable of carryimg out your orders. A simple
dinner, well served, is always hetter furm than an siaborate
one bally served and half cookeld, with aworried bistes=at the
head of the table. [Invite people who will help 1o make yoar
dinner a success, people who talk well, and yet who do not
talk too mwuch.  Flashes of tilence are as muoch of an ary in
conversation as are Hashes of wit. Put together the people
who will prow interested in eath other, and mnder no eir-
camsiances yield to the seltish desire of some young woman
who wants 10 be near someboly who won't be interestedd in
her at all, and who will in this way cause a riit io the
harmony yoa desire to achieve. Have yoar table as prettily
decorated as you can. have your linen as immacalate as
po_:xsiLIe. have everything hot, as hot as it can be, and every-
thing cold, well iced. Dw not make the mistake of serving
an{'tl_nng tepid ; and as for yonrself, be ax cvol as your ice,
as bright as the eandle light, ax charwiog as the owers, and
as sweet 45 the bonbons that wean dinner is over.

PUFPE LEO'S 5CANT FARE

At abont 10 o'clock the Pope eats his first meal, which is
very frozal and always the same It consists of two puached
egzs, B piece of the breaat of a fu~l, and for dessert, zome
frait or preserves. Leo X|(1IL drioks buc litile wine- -never
more than one glass of white Frascati—daring the whole
repast. He will not toach Bordeanx, which is more heady
and tonic than the wines in the neighbourhoeod of Rome.
At 5 o'clock the Pope eats his second and last meal, which
is as frugal and simple as the first. Many a commoner sits
down to & far more sumptucas repast.  Soup, ose hiod of
mear, & vegelable, fipit and a glass of Frascati wine—such
is the Popes meouo. )

First landlady - *1 gzee that Mr Feedwell bas left yon.’
Second lagdiady: ‘Yes; I had to tell bim togn.' First
landlady : * Was he bebind with his board ¥ Second lund-
lady: *No; but § enuldn’t stand bi- juking. 1 had a
splendid dinner, and asked him 10 sav grace, and he went
and recited & prayer froni the Episcopal service, ealled * In
time of dearth and famine.”’

Mrs Pompons - ' There will be a number of rentlemen to
tea to-night, Bridgetr, and I want you 10 dress yoursel
neatly, as von will wait on the table.” Bridget: * And is
it married men that they are® M Pompous: * Why do
you ask that question ¥ Bridpet : * Sure, mun, it's little
use to make mesell attractive if it is already warried they
are

A PrrreCT Foon.— Aolsebrook’s Digestive Biscoits a
certain reinedy for Indigent.on,—{ AT

FrLAG BraND PickLES, —Ask for them, the best in the
market HsYWaiko Huos, Christchurch —(ADVT.)

Builiers and others will save from one ponnd to shirty
i per ton by using "ORB° CORRUGATED IRROXN.

MY FIRST AND LAST BURGLAR.

BY FEKED PILUHEK.

—_—
3 T=rr-3 TOP 1 That title is hanily fair, for 1 really
t am DO certain, even to this duy, whether
Ly - he was & burglarat all. I will just tell yon
=N the whele story, asking you to helieve 1hat
\_) it is im every word troe, and leave you to
| jodge, each for himself.
] I was living at the time ia an unfa-hien-
able snburb in the north-east of London, &
paradise of young married couples who made up for luck of
income by the warmth of their newly-fled affectiuna.
Any house in this quarter, at the gate of which voe did not
see, morning and evening, the parting and meetling enibrace
of husband and wife, in no way lackiog in fervonr rom the
publicity. would hare at once been consiiered to bave some-
thinyg suapicious aboat it, or rathe: ita occupants.  In faer,
a worthy old couple, who by sume chance found themselves
in our little oolony, have not. 1 believe 1o this day, been re-
cugnised by its society becanse, forsouth, haring passesl the
heyday of youth, they do ot kiss at 1he zate.

fhm'e always had & passion for gardening, and for this rea-
son bad taken a house some hundred yards from my nearest
neighbour, the firet in-talment, | have no donbt, of a futnre
street, but whether from want of funds or want of demand
fur hozses, at that time stamling & solitary honse -im?ped
in a field. Here it was thai, for a shilling or two weekly, |
bad rented & small piece of extra ground. and anxionsly
and with twuch labour coltirated an assortment of garden
prodlnce for the benebit of the insect peata of the neighbour-
bl

We didd ot in thoee dars keep any sercvant, if ] except a
sall gird oi thirteen, who came at balf-past seven in the
mornisg, and left after my dinner was prepared, =ay, at zix
in the evening. Consequently beiween ber departure and
return there were bug our two selves in the bouse, and the
sitnation waz, to eax the least of ir, lonely.

I hasd cone home on the evening of whieh I am about to>
speak, rather more tired than usaal, and consequently, when
I turned in, wasted lictle time in getling to sleep. From
this slewp 1 was somewhat rudely awakened by my wife
shaking me vigorvmsly and sayiog, * Why dun’t yon wake,
Will? there is someone at the front door.” 1 was aleit in a
moment, and springing ont of bexd. withont waiting 1o dress,
opetiend vur bedrooms door. and listened qunierly in the hall.
The wuon was fairly bright, and | conld see ibe faint out-
line oi a fiznre throogh the stained glass, and hear the low
mutreringe of a man's voice

fWhat Is it yon want ¥ I said-

' Never you mind what I want Upen the door,' was the
Anzawer,

* But tell me your bosimess first.’

* Yoa don't get any business oat of me until you've openel
that door.’

‘ t3h, nonsense, my good fellow. It is mot likely that 1
am poing 1o do that. 1§ you wou't tell me what you want
Il go back to bed. Cowe in the moming.’

- 1f you don't open 1bhe douor io five minntes I'll have it
down. Now, you hear me. [ meanit’ -

This was beginning to look setions, and I stole back to
my roemw, whele my poor wife was sitting in bed, shivering
with terror, 1o put on & few cluthes Farleving with an
wnknown ruffiin in aceld bailat 1 .., with authing oo but
& nightshirt, is not conducive Lo courave

* Ansther two minutes and down comes yoor earsed deor,”
growled 1he voice onzzide agaia.

There was oo time to be lost if I intended doing anything.

¢ Jump out vi bed, Alice, quick 7' 1 whispered, aod catch-
ing ap 1Le candlestick, au old-fashioned heavy metal oune,
I threw a blanket over my wife ani led the way without a
soundd alonyg the kall to the Kitchen, Here 1 lit the caadle.

*Now, Al," I =aid, *be placky, dear. Ler me out of the
back door and lock it after me, and mwind and don't vpen it
nntesa T give three distinet taps” | stole ont, candlestick in
hand, heard to my rekief the door locked, and made my way
as goickly a3 T conld ronnd the huuse Lo the iront Juor
Just in time. In the hali light, the moon was just behind
& cloud-drift, | saw a big, barly fellow ci nearly six feet
just garhering himaelf togeiher fur a Jash at the door, curs-
1ng and growliog to biméeli the while. Doors are not oo
strony; ib cheap London houses,

‘3top & memeant, ny iriend ; I cried, * before you injure
wy property. 1 am here bow.  What is it yuu want?
What is your buziness at this tiwe of aight ¥

* Business* This1s the only business for you,” was the
answer. [ saw the faint glimmer of a kniie, and had just
titue 10 spting on one eide as the brute rushed at we.  UI
what folluwed, or rather how it bappened, I cannot rightly
say. I koow he made & second rush, and 1 struck at bim
wich the dat of the candlestick, strking him in the face,
and getting what proved alterwands to be & very slight
wonnd in the leit arm.  Then ke must bave caught his fvot
in mioe, tor he fell heaxily, the back of hia head cominy
with & sickening thud wpob the ornameniai tiles which
bordered the garden path, and lay still, borribly sull. 1
tan w the frone door, gave the three taps, and when my
wife opened it, Lold ber 1o cut down the clothes-line in the
garden, quickly. while I guarded the fellow. Thi done, 1
tied him up with turns and knotla enongh to bave held an
elephant, and giving my wife the kitchen poker with which
to stand guard over bim, with strict orders to give him a
smart tap if he stirred (1 never knew ~he was s plucky
befure), I ran to the pearest poiice-:tation, ealling on the
way atl a neighbour’s to eend bim to keepiny wife company.

To cut a long story short, my midoi i
safely placed in & cetl under lick and key, where twelve hours
lazer he died without having repained conwivusness, Nt
the slightesl clue was foand in bis pockets as Lo liis identity,
neither letter, paper, or mark on his clothex. What lis
errand was, or who he conld have been, is beynnd =urmise
or copjectare. A mystery he was and a niyretery he must
rrlmen‘iin until the day cumes when all myzteries will be
solved.

The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed proved the
World's Champion at the Pana Exhlbition, 1889.—AnvT.

Fraic Braxp PICKLES AND SaUCE eannnt be equallel,
Haywakt Hrud, Manufaciurer, Christchurch —{ A LVT.)

For invalids and delicate children Aolsebrook's Arrow-
oot and Tee Hiscuits &7¢ uhsurphescd. —ADVY.)
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OLD STORIES.

kY KATHARINE H. TERRY.

YAk by year, and over and over,

Snowidrifts vanish in drifts of elover ;

Blasts that howl with & chill benawbing,

Lull theniselves with she bees' low hamming —
Hrown-winged bees, that sample each cup

Ry blessoming billows lifted up.

Year by year cound each fireside lingers

Yickle Fate, with ber busy fingers

Weaviog a thread of care or sorrow

That's interlaced with & smile to-muorrow ;
Turning her wheel with a careless grace,

While each heart keeps titue in its shnitle-race.

Storms are chased by the sunniest weather,
Since earth began they have frolicked together ;
i.ives obacure, or crowned with glory,

Are only leaves froin an olden story.

Nothing is new in this busy world

Ax over the realma of space we're whirled.

But the restless momenta are never weary
Of telling their tales, be they glad or dreary ;
Now and then with a laugh we listen,
Then under our lashes a tear will ghsten.
strange old world | Are you aught but gooed

- In your darkest moods, if we understond 1

EATING AN ORANGE.

THEHE 15 AN ART ABOUT LT THAT IS XOT EASILY AUQUIRED.

UNTM. the last few years, since oranges have become
popularized, it was a matter of no little difficxlty and con-
cern tu those who desired to eat gracefully to it upon the
Lest way to eat an orange. The thick, easily broken skin_of
the Spanish and Etalian erangen admitted of but little vasia-
tion in method. 'The skin waa carefully removed and the
fruit. separated in its natural sections and eaten piece by
piece. With the thim, tough peel and tender interior skin
of the Floritla orange this wasa matter of greater difficulty.
tastidions people objected to the style which is the delight
of childhood, viz., punching a hole in the orange with the
forefinger and extracting the juice by pressure and suction,
and soon the fashion was set of dividing theorange in halvea
at the equator, if the axpression may be permitted, and dig-
ging out the pulp with a teaspoon. —Some genios improved
upon this by cutting off only a small slice of the top of tha
orange, at about the Aretic circle, s0 to speak, ﬂ}en with a
sharp knife cutting out the core. A second eircular cut
iust inside the skin eeparates the pulp, and if the vperation
is dexterously performed the fruit can be eaten with a spoon
without spilling a drop of the juice, & recommendation
which has male it more popular ‘than any other method.
The native Sicilian, who does not care if he does get a little
of the jnice smeared upon hia conntensunce, takes his long,
shar amifu—e\'ery Sicilian carries a long, sharp knife for
family purposex, as he generally has a vendetta or twa on
hand—and cuts the otange spirally around so that it be-
comes a long strip of peel and pulp.  He graba thia ut.rig_ at
either end and drawe it raPidly across his mpu_th. absorbing
the juice an it panses. It is Dot pretty, but it in remarkably
effective. o )

Another fashion of eating an orange—which is gurunder-
able trouble, and haa but little to recommend it, ia to cut
just through the skin st the equator, aml by earefully
toraing the peel back, forn a cup of the skin at each pole
of the orange. 'The pulp is then bitten off around and
around, as n schoulbuy eats an apple.  While this style
keeps the hands comiparatively clean, it smears the face
most uaplensantly. The same objection may be mryed
against the fashion of peeling the vranga on a fork and
holding it in that way while eating it

Howe people thoust & fork inte the core of an orange, peel
the fruit mml then slice it a« one woull an apple, loing
thereliy a large quantity of Uhe juice. At & dinner talde,
the orange kuives are very sharp—a circumstance which
rarely happens, by the way—this is pevhaps as good a way
A8 ROY, I’I. is nimpte and makes no fuss, and there is an
mir ul refinement abaut touching the froit only with the
kuife and fork, if it be gracefully dune, which recommends
it to many people.

LﬂiBOH AND PARIS FASHIONS.

VERY HANDSOME AND USEFUL WINTER COWNS.

{SEE FASHION-I'LATE, PAGE 137.)

TAILOR-MADE gowns are always an important item in &
lady’s wardrobe, that is to say, of course, whilst they are
atill so fashionable. From cne of the leading London
tailors, whose coats and gowns are invariably characterised
hy good taste and perfect workmanship, whilst their
designa are always novel and wnique, these pretiy tailor-
made garments come.

No. 1 is a lovely gown, arranged with a graceful polonaise
in real fawn-colouted vicuna, a fabric which is wonderfully
eoft and warm and yet remarkably light in weight. The
vicuna draperies are bordered by a narrow band of beautiful
golden beaver, and open on one side to reveal a simulated
underskirt of dark brown velvet, the contrast of colour
been most effective. The bodice has a kind of half Swiss
belt of dark velvet, the eame rich fabric also being used for
the deep culfa.

No. 2 is & very handsome gown made in quite & new kind
of dark brown ecoating, exartly appropriate to the present
season of the year. Hound the Bﬂll‘b in front only you see
three bands of wolverine fur, unusually dark in colotr, and
matching exactly the rich brown of the cloth. The rest of
the skirt ia plain and full. Narrow bands of wolverine form
a kind of pointed vest updn the bodice, and also trim the
throat and wristsin the very eitective and uncommon fashion
indieated in the sketch.

No. 5 is a most distingnished-looking coat made in the
a.lwn{s becoming Campbell plaid, with its dark shades of
myrtle green and navy blue. The under garnent is cnt in
& double-breasted shape, and made tight-fitting. Itis
complete in itself. The cape is made to come well down
below the elbows, and is fastened in quite a novel faxhion
on each shoulder with large bustons of smoked mother-of-
pearl.  The pretty hood at the back is lined with green
silk, while the inside of the tall collar is of rreen velvet.

uite

SOME BEAUTIFUL WOMEN,

MANY celebrated beauties were the daughters of Ireland.
Peg Woflington, Mre Bellamy, Mary Kobineon, the ¢ Per-
dita ' of the Prince of Wales; Misa Farren, who married
the Earl of Derby, Mrs Jordan, Miss 0'Neill, who becama
Loady Beecher, were gl Irish actresses apd celebrated for
their beauty, but the most renowned of Irish beautiea were
the Missea (iuaning, who took all London by atorm nearly
one hundred and forty yeara ago. They were danghters of
& rollicking lrish gentleman, who died when they were
quite young, leaving them and their mother totally unproe-
vided for. Their surpassing loveliness scon pgave them
celebrity in Eondon, where they were presented at the vice-
regal court. They then accompanied their mwother to
London, were presented av court, and became the hercines
of the hour. orace Walpole writes of them in 1751 : —

¢ There are two lrish girls of no fortune who are declared
to be the handsomest wonien alive. They ean’t walk in
the park or go to Vauxhall but such mohs lollow them that
they are therefore driven away.’

Their marriages were the gieat events of the year 1752
The eldest, Maria, married the Earl of Coventry, and Eliza-
beth, the youngest, married the Duke of Hamilton. Oae
was 18 and the other 17 at the timme. The Duke of Hamil-
ton, dying in a few years, the Duchese married Colongl
John Campbell, Lord Lorne, who afterwards became the
Duke of Argyle. She bad a brilliant career, and died in
1760 at the sye of 66. The elder sister had died in 1759 of
consumption, brought on, it is said, by the ase of dangerous
cosmetics.

*May you have the luck of the (Gunnings,'is an Irish
praverb to this day.

There was ancther Lady Hamilton, with whom Lord
Nelson's nae ia forever associated, whose life was a greater
romance than that of the Gunnings, She was of Welsh
origin, the most obscure and humole, but nature had en-
dowed her with form and features of the rarest beauty.
They have lung been preserved to us by the pencil of Rom-
ney. From being an obacure scullion ahe first became a

ainter's model, and soon the wife of the English ambassa-

or, Sir William Hamilton. This made her the friend and
associate of the (Jueen of Naples, the friend of Nelson, and
one of the courted and powertul women of her tine.

But beauty las not sole empire over the heart of man,
powerful as it is. The plain womnen have had their share of
power, dominion, and fame. The salon of Mme. de Btuel
was a8 atiractive as that of Mme. Kecamier, and her fame
will be quite as enduring.  George Eliot, Charlotte Bronte,
and Jenny Lind will be remembered when Mrs Langtry will
be forgosten. These were not only plain, but even ugly
women. St. Siron in his memoirs describes some celebrated
French women., Mme. de Fuix waa the prettiest bunchback
ever seen. She was tall, and in early years danced most
charmingly, and with so much grace that ore could but wish
sl:e wera nut & hunchback. $he was amusing without alice
anil never more than tifteen yeats old, though she died at
lity-live, universally regrected.

'IYha Ducheas of Burgundy was regolarly ugly, llabby
cheekn, prominent foreheml, insignificant nose, thick lips,
Lad teeth, and long throat. LBut she hed speaking an&
beautiful eyes, & nuajestic courage, pracious manners, an
expressive smile, n gniety that brought sunshine every-
where, and her dancinyg was exyuivite. These women were
admired and aa much sought for as some of the celebrated
beauties of the court of Luuia Fourteenth.

SEALSKINS.

IF you are the happy possesior of a sealekin jacket, lot me
advise yon to treat it with care and respect, for it is guite

_possible that you may langnish in vain fur another when

your presnnt one is worn out.

Terrible tidings reach us from Alaska of the alarming
diminotion in the number of seals, and that if the alangbier
of these necfnl littls mnimals in not stayed for several years
thers will be no more seals lafs to kiil.

According to one of the reports received from the Treasury
agoots at Alaska, it is ‘bot a guestion of n few years be-
fore the seal family of the Pribylov Islande will be a thing
of the past. During tho last Efteen years the number of
fur seala xilled annually bas decreased from nesarly 100,000
to the 20,945 of last year.

After s winter much as they have just experienced i
England, it is frightful to contemplate existenoe without
the essentinl sealskin coat, which occupies A mnigme posi-
tion in one’s wardrobe, not to be filled by any other gar-
inent. .

But should they become worth their weight in gold, what
is the average British maiden to do *

A CLEVER BUT EXPENSIVE IDEA.

A FRENCH politician of note, says The Daily Telegraph, in
eredited with a clever plan for ridding himeelf of anwelcome
and importunate visitora. A photogiaphic apparatns stands
just in front of his atudy doer. When & stranger entersthe
room his ‘ groom,’ bﬁ means of a simple contrivance, takea
his portrait off-hand. 1f the master of the honse has no
wish to receive hia visitor again this portrait is at once
placed in the collection of counterfeit pres:ntimnents of per-
sons nob to be admitted on any pretext whatsoever. The
¢ groom” in his leisure moments makes himeeli familiar with
their features, and the politician ie spared a vast amount of
trouble and annoyance. So the story goes. Iv does net,
however, fall to the lot of every public character to

a ‘groom’ who is not ooly handy with the cremera, but
haa such a memory for faces.

MISCELLANEDUS.

Mis ALEx. McVEIGH MILLER is making a fortune with her
thrilling love stories. Bhe lives in & grand old country
honse, with tall columns and rambling piazzas, located pear
Stafiord County, Virginia. Taken to bed for good, as she
=ays, she doea ali bher work on a pillew, which is placed on
her breast as & rest for her writing-pad. BShe uses & pen,
and duri.ugethe thinking and resting spells throws ink all
aver the bedclcthes. So accusteined bas the helpless in-
valid become to the blue-back epots that e new, fresh coun-
terpane is a hindrance to her work until it has been baptized
in ink. From one paper ghe draws & salary of £1,000 a year
for her seriala,

¢ Quida’ uses scent in her bair and on her eyebrows that
costs £6 an ounce, She can’t bear a piece of muslin that has
been starched, and the touch of velvet, she says, makes her
Hlesh ecreep.  She hates the world, likes to nt?and iv in her
books and shoek it with her mannems. Her study has &
great Persian rng befors the hearthstone, and here age likea
to lie and seream a little to ventilate her feelings. Her love
for lilies and hyacinths ie shown in the artistic Atoille, who
figures as the heroine of Friendshif.'

Instead of doing fancy work Mrs Edward Bellamy de-
votes her leisure to the study of conchology. In the even-
ing, after dinuer, she n}:\penrs with a little baeket full of sen
shalls, spreaida a tray of mucilage and brushes, with rponge,
cup n.ndp Bcissors on the table, pets the natnral histories
within reach, and, with the anthor of * Looking Backward,”
spends the whole eveninyg classifying and labelling the eol-
lection of rare shells.

Princess Clotilde, wife of Prince Napoleon, is one of the
most faithinl followers of the Pupe,

There ara a few villages in Saxony where about fifteen
thousand people do nothing but make viclina

Mrs William L. Vanderbilt has had an exsct imitation of
the English crown made for her adornment, and has appeared
in it &t the opers in New York.

In Anstria, steeplechases are a favourite pastime for
ladies, and it in stated that an attempt was recently made
to get up a ladies’ stesplechase at Melton Mowbray.

1t is said that if ladies take care after washing to wipe the
face wpwards, the wrinkles on the lower part of the face
will be gently removed.

Green furniture is becoming fashionable.

THE BATTLE OF LIFE,
EVERYONE knows that a good deal -though not all—of the

misery of life is due to early and improvident marrilgu\.
A writer in The St. James's (rezette hag put this into dog-

gerel as follows ;

The reason the battle of lifes so hard

Is becauss of our danghters and wives.

To keep np appearances we’re debarred -

From emoking our pipe in onr little back-yard

And mocking at Fashion's cold gyves.

They must go to the seaside and get into debt,

Ape those who sre richer—we wo and fret ;

And they nre the reason—the danghters and wife—
*(iainst fighting the battle of life.

The bachelor’s ex's most moderate are,

He aims not to enter swell seta.

Ha riden in the 'bus or the homble tram-car,

He hails not the hansoin that crawls from afar,

He never was known to have debta.

The remedy, then, you can easily ses :

From wives and from daughters, ob, keep yourselves
free ;

And then in a world that's with bacbelors rifa

There can't be a battle of life.

The Naw High Arm Davis Vertical Fead is acknowled
by experla to ha%he mont. perfect Sewling Machine the Warid
ol sobm. — ADVT.
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QUERIES

Any guerics, domestic or otherwise, wnll be inserted free of
charge. Corres, lents ying to gueries are reguerted to
give the date of the question they are kind A 2o answer
and address their reply to © The Lady Editor, NEW ZEALAND
Craruio, Auckiand, and in the top lofl-hand commer of
the envelope * Antwer’ or ¢ Query,’ as the case may be. The
RULES for correspondents are few and simple, but readers
of the NuW ZEALAND GRAPHIC are requested fo comply with
them

RuLEs.
No. 1.— Al communications must ba written om one ride of

the only.
N’::T—A!?kttﬂs (not left by hand ) must be prepaid, or
3oy will receive no attention. |
0. 8.—The editor cannof undertake to reply except
tvwough the columns of this paper.

ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

+ Glacier.'—We frosted the window in cur bath-room, and
zlso some glass round a verandah corner about foor years
ago. It ie &till in good order. Thia is bow to do it. ~ Get
some white zinc paint, and sea that it is perfectly free trom
lompa. [ atrained a lictle on to s plate throngh a bit of
luttereloth. Pat a small quantity on & sahallow dish or
plate, then thin with oil or turpentine. It muet not be
thick. Take a new brush, dip vari lightly into the paint—
if yon bave too much on your brush it will be blotchy —and
stipple on to the glasa, that is, hald your brmsh as you
would & pen, and let the bristles go againat the glass st
right angles, giving little pecks at the window until it is
nl.% closely covered with the speckled-looking paint. If you
want to make a pattern, cut a gieca of paper exactly the
size of the pane, tasten it with a little paste at each coroer,
having previously cat ont your design. Then dab the paint
on the squares, or circles, or diamonda where the paper has
been cut ont. [ hope you will understand these directions,
1 =hall be very glad to hear how you get_on.

¢ Primrose.’—I am afraid I shall not be of much nse to
you, for though I have l'n:qluent]y tried, 1 have never suc-
ceeded in making a perfectly even surface from the descirip-
tion for preparing caovas my painting.master gave me.
White of egg, slightly beaten, mixed with powdered atarch
and a little oil are the ingredients. They should make a
paste, and shonld be spread with a palette knife over the
canvas ur cardboard. A plan’ that was told me by a Si%]ll-
board painter I have really succeeded in carryiag out. e
said he simply osed eold boiled starch, and Tubbed in well
into ealico, crash, eanvas, or cardboard. I covered two
cheap fans with calico, saturated it with hot boiled starch—
the cold does as well-let it dry, soaked it again with
starch, When quite dry T Eninne on it in oils quite easily.
If any of my readers can help you through this column I
will gladly print their answers.

¢ Ruby,—Indespair] wasjustgoing towritethat nocookery
baook bad & recipe for Napoleons, which, alas ! is tvo true.
Hut & chef at one of our best restanrants most generously
told me how to make them, and [ am very pleased to give
you the information. Make puffl pasta in three long strips
according to the length of Napoleons required. Holl very
thin, and bake in & quick oven. It is essential that
the paste be well baked and dry. Then lay out ome
strip, and eover it with ¢ustard, or custard sud jam, accord-
ing to tasta. Put on the next layer of paste, cover as be-
fore. Then put on the third layer of paste, and cover with
icing sugar. Cut to sizes requited with a very sharp knife,
T think yoo will find this tipsy-cake excellent. We have
made it thia way for years. ake, if you have a proper-
shaped tin, or if yon can borrow oue from yunr baker, a
sponge cake standing about twelve inches hich and five
ianches in diameter. If you cannot make a good one, order
oae from & confectioner. Tt must be about three days old
before it is used. Cut about & couple of inches out of the
bottom. Holding it upside down in your hands, get some-
one to pour in aas much brandy as the aperture will allow of,
placa it in rather & deap glass dish, and pour over ik about

int of sherry. Leave it to soak for twenty four huurs, but
ﬂute it, so to speak, countinually with tﬂe aherry in tha
dish till all ie absorbed. If it does mot seem sufficieatly
moist, put & little more sberry.  Blanch two ounces of
almonis, slice each lengthwaye into pointed pieces, and
stick thewm afl over the cake, Make a very good custard,
flavour well with brandy, and when rather cool pour care-
JSully aver the tipsy eake. A little whipped cream is some-
times added over the custard, buk this spoils the affect,
makiog it too much like tritle, You very seldom come
across & real tipsy cake in New Zealand,  For children's
parties, when ordinary wine is excluded by thonghtful
mothers, A little home-made s weet wine or lemonade witl do
to soak the cake, especially if the custard be made rather
thin, and poured over the cake when quite hot. Flavour
ihe custard with vanilla.

« L.F.'—I have three racipes for pnmpkin pie, one of which,
1 hope, will auit you. The firat is a gennine American reci‘)e.
Ooe quart of streined gumpkinu, two quarts rich milk,
one teaspson of zalt, and two of ginger cooked with the
pumpkins before adding the milk, etc., six well beaten eygs,
ane and a-half tea cups of sagar, Here is another, afﬂo
American : Two teacups of boiled pumpkin, three-fourths
teacup of brown sugar, three eggs, two tablespoons of
molasses, one tablespoon melted bulter, one ditto ginger,
one teaspoon of cinnamon, two teacups of milk, a little enlt.
This makes two piee. The third is mada in the Waikato,
and is very siraple indeed. Boil, with a littie salt and
§inger, as much pumpkin as you think yon will reguire.

¥ hen soft, add Bt the rate of one small cop of sogar to two
Inrge cops of pumpkin. add a very little milk, and a little
butter. 1'utin A piedish, and cover with ordinary paste.
Dake an usual, A pinch of citric acid improven the pie.

BHELETON LEAvEs.—I have just heard of ancther way of
bleaching leaves. Boil them in equal parts of rain-water
and noft soap until the polp will come otl' the skin, place in
clear water, lay the leaf on glasa, with & touth-brush remove
all pulp and skin, then bleach in this solution :—Une ponnd
ral moda dissolved in fiva pints rin water, one-half pound
chloride of lime in three pints water; allow twenty-four
hourts for the latter to dissolve. Strain out the sediment,
and pour the clear snlotion of lime into the solution of ral
sods. 1€ it is not thick like buttermilk, the soluttonr is oot

strong enough. Filter antil perfectly clear. For leaves,
ona part of solution tu one of water ; ferns, whole atrengil.
When white, put in ¢lear water three times, lotting it stand
a few hours in each, the last with s little blue. Float out
on paper, and préss in books when nearly dry. In mwount-
ing, nae mucilage made of five parts of gum arabic, three
parts white sugar, two parts starch ;: ald s little water, bail
and stir till thick and white. I hope you will sep this and
find it useful,

RECIPES.

PorrrINE pe MovTox FARCIE AUX Poyvyes DE TERRE.
—Bone a breast of wmutton, lay it out flat, making a nice
stutling as for veal, but adding chopped mushronns and
hatn ; aptesd it on it, voll it up and tie; lay it in a baking
tin with some fat or dripping and a few small peeled
potatoes round it. Bake in a hot oven till done, bassing it
aml the potatoes frequently. It can be served with sauce
if liked.

GATEAU DE NoIX A Lt CKEME. —Shell & quart of hazel
or Barcelona nuts, pound them in & mortar, or grind them
in a tiny nut mill ; beat up the yolks of nine egys, then add
gradually, beating all the time, lali & pound nf castor
sugar, and the pounded nuts ; whisk the whites of the egg«
to a very stitf froth, mix them in lightly, and pour the mix-
ture in @ well-buttered tin with & band of paper round it,
aod Lake in a hot oven. When cold cut the cnkes in halves
lengthways and lay whipped cream between, then ice with
2oft icinyg and decorate with chopped pistachio nuts.

‘HOW TO GET MARRIED.

—_—
By MRS L. FROST RATTRAY.

SIXTH PAPER.

* Man without womaa is & very poor thing.

—Freom one of Madame Patey’s songs.

Py TXY:
. HE Wesleyan Methodist Society has few and

[ Ry simple rules for the marriage of its members.
[ NeS gt The Hegistrar's certificate is all that is re-
% J quired beforehand. The service itself is
I very similar to that used in Lle Church of

i

England. There is no atuted fee, but the
minister always receives something from the
bridegroom.  This apylies all over the colony. [ have been
kindly fornished with the following short stories in con-
nection with this church :-—

¢ Abount twenty years azo,’ said & minister, ! the Hegistrar
was away fur & holiday, [ think, and someone else in the
office issned the certificates. These were afterwanls de-
clared invalid, and the conples had all to be re-narnied. I
had to re-afficiate in one case.”

* A friend of mine rode tweaty miles to marry a couple.
They promised him a side of gn,cnn as fee, and gave him
half a pound to take home to try, That wae all ha ever got.’

The Congregaticoal Church gives e just the same rules
as those which guile the Wesleyan Churth.  The services
for the celebration of marriages are dissimilar.

Anather anecdute respecting the nnmerous superstitions
attaching to the wedding-ring has reached me.—* Althongh
sutticient for the purpnses of p marriage ceremony, there iz
a very natural objection to the use of a mourning ring ; and
there is a superstition that fatal consequences wi!‘fensue
therefrom. In exemplification of this has been nuoted the
story of Colin, Earl of Balearres, who was married to the
daughter of & natural son of Maurice, Prince of Orange.
The Prince of Orange, afterwards William the Third, pre-
sented his kinawoman with a beantiful pair of emernld ear-
rings. We may note here that any articles of clothing or
ornament of 8 green colonr are considered extremely un-
lueky at weddings. On the day of marriage, Colin, who
appears to have been very absent-mlnded, forgot all aliout
s engagement, and the messenger sent for him foand him
quietly seated at breakfast. He hurried to the chareh, but
at the critical moment discovered that he had frrygotten the
ring. A friend handed him one, which he placed withont
examination on the bride’s finger. Un looking at it, after
the ceremony, ahe discovered that it was a monrning ring
with the death’s head and cross bones, and immediately
fuinted. On recovering she declared that she would die
within tha year, a proguasticatinn which was fulfilled.

In the Baptist Church no chnrch license is required, the
certilicate ul;wr.ained from the Registrar by the consenting
parties being the warrant and muthority to the officiating
minister to marry. Without this oo mnarriage can be cele-
brated. The churches nor their ministers do not in any
way interfere, or require anything further. As to fees, the
Repristrar, if he married the parties at his office, clnima one
Ruinea as legal fee, and this is the usual honorarium given
to the officiating minister. In Victoria three goineas is the
usual fee to the minister, while only five shillings is charged
by the Hegistrar. But by far the Inrger proportion of mar-
riagres are celebrated by the clergy aml niinisters. In New
Zealand it depends greatly upon the social staniling of the
contracting parties, and the honorarium occasionally is
mugch larger, while the poorest generally consider a £1 note
the correct thing. My knowledge does not enable me to
say what custom prevails in vther paits of the colony, but
the same legal forms anil ceremonies are ubserved thiough-
ouk.

Amongat the Hebrews there are some very strict and pene-
rally well-adhered-to rules for the matrimonial ventures of
those belonging to the Jews’ religion. There is a good deal
to be eonsidered abouk prohibited relationshipa and proyer
evidence that the marrying parties are both Jews. The
ceremony in nodern ke ia of & tolerably simple cliaracter.
“ The central feature of the celebratinn, as with ns, ix 1he

ractice of aymbolising the union by vse of the ring. The
ormuln is : ** Than art wedded unto me hy this ring
sccording to the law of Moses and of Israel” Fullow-
ing thia and the mutual execution of the wmarriage
covenant Is tha benediction of the otticiating Kabbi, allul-
ing to tienesin xxiv., 60, aml Hnth iv., 12; and the lirR-
tion of the contract, a practice referred to in Tobit , 13,
14. A second and tinal symbolic act in the breaking of n
ﬁlun. in token, as is snpposed, of the transitoriness of

aman happiness, & practice that is not unknown, per-
haps, amongat Christians, only that with them the breaking

up of friable bonsehold uteosils is usaslly postponed uatil
some little tinie after matrimony, and Ggnres rather as &
practica]l illustration thun as n symbul of the ﬂeetini
natuie of itn joys.' This dexeription of Jewish ritea and
seremonies is take from * A Survey ol the Laws of Marriage
and Diivorce. I may add that Hebrew marrisges in the
Synagogue are celehrated under a canopy, held np at each
corner by Iriends of the contracting conple.

The Society of Friends are now alluwad to perforin their
narringes sccording to their own rites, sueh maniages
beinz cunsidered legal, the Legistrars certilicate havimg
been List ubthinedl The order of procednre iy I:riellf

this: The clerks of the mithly meetings fu ]
printed marrimge forms wh the contracting parties
fill in. The form is as follows: — ' Tu —— Monthly
Meeting of Friends We, AL, of ——, sen of
E.B.—— and of F., his wife, and C.1»., of . dauphter
of (.D).—— and of H., his wils, herehy inform you that it

is our intention tu take each other in marriage, if the Lord
permit, and that we are clear of any other 1ar.
riage engagemient. Witness our band this 27th day
of sixth moenth, 1891." Signed with the oprmes of
bride and groom-elect, and of twe witnesses to
each mignature. A eecoml form has to be Inucun-d
on whicl the * nan's parents or guardinns’ allix their con-
sent, this being alse witnessed by two members, and the
“woman’r parents or Fns,rdisna' haye alse tosgn it, two
nwre Friends witnessing their sigoatures.  Sull another
form is necessary from the elerk of —— Monvhly Meeting,
being a certificate of * publication of intention,” stating alw
that no notice of objection to solemnization of intended
marriage las been received. The elerk haas 10 yive puablie
notice as early as posasible at close of the Fimt.day morning
weeting o meetings which the parties respectively attend
in these worda: * Friends, there is an inteation of marriage be-
tween A B, of ,and C.D,0of ——. 1 anyperson has any-
thingtoobject, lettimelyinformation begiven.” Allobjections
bave t¢ be in writing. ~After theexpiration of fuurtecn days
from such public notice & * liberation " to roleminize the in-
tended marriage i given. Then followsn capitnl idea. ' A
copy of euch minnte . . . and the marringe iorms are
to De sent in for pernsal to the menthly meeting of women
Friends.” Marringen sre toa be solemnized at o meeting fur
worship in the meeting-house, which the woman usunlly at-
tends. After a sensonable time the parties ate to staml “Y.
and, taking each other by the hand, to declare in an andible
and eolemin manoper, the man first : * Friends, | take thia
friend, C.D., to be my wife, pros ¢ throuph Divin
naristance to beunto her aloving and
it shall please the Lord by death to separate ui
says much the same. “Suppusing the parties to be of
different monthly meetings, a few further previous forms
ArE DECERSATY. Itogethier it will be seen that womarringe
amongst Friends is tather & “ormidable atfhir aml not 1o be
shuilled thirough anyhow.

Rather & contrast is afforded by a Salvation Army wed-
ding. Specially-appninted district oflicers are now antho-
rised, after the inevitable Registrar's certilieate has heen ob-
tained by the contracting parties, to celebrate the marriage.
Reasonable notive is to be given to one nf these vilicers, whe
sy they prefer to perform marrinres at one of their pnblic
services, thourh if necessary, they allow a private cere-
mony. A declaration of the articles of marriage has to be
signad on & forin obtninable from the officers.  Theve ie no
prescribed fee for the arriage ceremuny, only the bride-
groven 18 expected to give £1 at least to the Salvation
Army Funil. A description of & Melhourne wedding, vaken
from the IFer Cry, will best explain the moedus operandi ;-
* A jolly house-full, & pintform of soldiers, timbrel Insses
with decorated instruments wsuitable for such an occasion, a
biy brass bnaad, and & magniticent stafl, ineluding the Com-
missioner, were surely sutticient to enrore & tirst-cluss atlair ;
and so it proved, A big ovation greeted the entrance of the
bridal party, and after the blushing bride and grosm had
pafely mecured their sents, the firet Fong was piven woul.
Foulks were in for a big lime, it was guite evilent.  The,
sang and elapped, and clappeil and sang, nntil the old Luild-
ing fairly shook with the vibration. After the nsmal pre-
liminaries, Stafl-Captain Plant sang a solo:

1t it funny they don'tl
U2 looked at the single young men of " 185." and, we sup-
pose, thought it was fonny they dida’t follow the editor’s
example. We think it would Dbe fanaier if they did.  His
specinl verse, compused by inspiration on the spot, went
something like this:—

With Salvation wedidings sone folks dow't agree,
Now jsi't it fonny they don't {

Hul ey 1
Nuw

. Brephens, with sucl folks da agree,
h 1 funny hedon't ?
1e Belicves that wherno 0 by
Two <bould put 1en thr i
1 wish you'd got snved ol help
Now isn'L it funny you don’

able 1o Hght,

i,
hin 1o Beht,

The [‘pmmissivner then Lrought to the front the most in-
rtant feature of the meeting, viz., the wedding. 1f
fenry James Siephens nnd Eflic Grifliths wished to
be marrded on 5 A. lines, they were to stamd forth,
which they promptly did.  Major Baritt held the flag over
the heads of the pair, which pave a good etlect, and they
got down to business. The Commmiwivaer lined out, !for
better for worse,” the Inide awl bridegroom teok it
up as an echo, the ring wis prodn wlippead on, nmil Lthese
twain were pronconced man and wife  So the streams of
these two lives wers Llended together. We pray that Gd's
richest llessing may re-t upen the pair.  Adjntant and Mre
Stephena had s word each. Mrs 5. sairl she wan tempted
that shie would bo able to fight for 4i0d better single.  The
Adjutant enid he was glnd she had wnt given wny to
the temptation ; and so were we, becnose if she had there
wonld ot have been any wediding, and that would have
been tou bad.’

1 have not attempted o describe the procedure for wed.
dings in all the diflerent denominations that exist.  Suchoa
fent wamld he well nigh imposible. Nor do I claian to
have done more Lhan imlicate brictly the prefiminary sleps
for the performance of the marriage ceremony in w of
the Ilarger religions bodios, with wore or less appropiate
imt, I he!iere, nuine illustrations. 1 must nla express
my hearty thanks to those gentlemen, clericnl amd lay. whe
have a0 conrtesusly responded to my appeal for el
thene papers, and withont whime Kind assistunes 1 conbil not
hiave attempted to wiite on this subjeet st all.  Next week
1 shall toach wpon the impoitant, sucially apenking, but
really unngceasary, ceremonies of a civilized wedding.

- T BE CORTINUHINY
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A SMALL PIECE OF CGOSSIP

AND ITS CONSEQUENCE
—_——

ELL, it was awfully mean of her ¥

/ *Bat really, Kathleen, if you

Al think she wrote the article yom

complain of, your most honour-

able course is to go to her and tax

her with it. I thiok this back-

biting and standeringabsent peoplo
ia mean, if you like.”

“Uh, Maode, I shouldn't like
o mention it to her. Perhaps
whe didn't do it after all.”

+1 still maiotaioc that you
shonld either drop the subject
altogether, or give her a chance
to explain herself.”

*Hullo ¥ cried a bearty voice.
* Are you girls gossiping again?
Who is the unfortunate victim this time 7’

«We were not talking about anyone personally, cousin
Philip,’ said Kathleen, * but we were condemning Someuna’s
action.’

¢ The consersation is pretty safe to drift from a persan's
actions to a person’s sell. ¢)f whom are you speaking?’ and
Philip balanced himsell on the arm of an easy chair as he
took the cup of tea his cousin pratfered.

*Well, you musto’t say anything, Philip, but yon remen-
ber that concert we got up last week ? you know, Miss
Stalk actually wrote a report all it to the Wellington paper,
and pitcheil into all the singera mest unmercifaily ¥

*Bat,’ said 8 quiet girl who was reclining luxurionsly
erminet the sofa cushions, * T don't believe sha did write it.
She's not clever enough for a sarcastic article like that.”

I am qoite sure that Miss Stalk would unot do anyching
undeehand, or thay wonld be likely to hurt anyone's feel-
ings,' said Philip, warmly.

Kathleen glanced sharply at him. Two or three times
lately she had fancied that this weaithy, handsome cousio,
whom she fully intended to marry herself, had been rather
too pronounced in his attentions” to Dulores Stalk. So she
said, maliciously : .

<Well, it will not be the first time she has been guilty of
wnderhand conduct. [ think she is very sly and designing.’

[ thought you and she were such friends,’ said Philip,
locking searchingly at his cousin,

tSo we were, but —oh, well, [ won't say anything about
it, as it's all Jlong past now, but ahe and [ will never be
friends apain.”

This version of a severed friemlship, which had been caused
by Kathleen's love of gossip and jealousy of pretty Dolores,
made Maude and the quiet girt_om the sofa exchange
amused and meaning glaoces, for Kathleen’s designs on her
cousin, anil his preference for Dolores, were well koown in
the little suburb of Brelat.

The friends separated, Mande atill generously urging that
it was only right Miss Stalk sheuld have a fair chance to

rove herself innocent if she really was so, aod Kathleen
sughingly protesting that it wasn't worth making a fuss
about. The thing would die oat of itself.

But it did not die ont. Nay,as almoat every piece of idle
gossip does, it gained by every repetition over five-a'clock
teas and club dinners, until Philip, who bad been away from
Brelat for a week, was greeted on his return with the same
story o improved and enlarged 8s to be unrecognisable.
With a pang he realised how dear this deceitful girl waa to
him, and how noworthy of Lis love.

There was a large masquerade dance jnst coming off, to
attend which £hilip had specially been arged by his consin
to retarn speedily. Sumehow he did not now tare so much
about it ax when, only three weeks ago, Kathleen and
Dolores and he had Leen discussing fancy dresses at the
house of a mutual friend. The meeting had been acei-
deatal, for thongh Kathleen and Dolores still exchanged
oocasional visits, they saw very littde of each other, and
only Plilip's attention to Dolores, and his coasin’s devotion
to hiim, had drawno them together over the interesting, im-
portant, and ungrammatical guestion : ‘Whatshall [goas?

)n enteripg the ballroem, Philip eagerly scanned the
mutley crowd before him, looking, but in vain, for a little
grey nun. Then Dolores was not there. Had the com-
mitbee gone so far gs 4o intimate to her that her presence
would not be acceptable?  Or had she feared to meet those
whom she had —according to the latest rumour —cruslly
wronged and foully slandered ! Ah, well, he would think of
her no more. He wonld dance with any figure that took
his fancy, and forget the girl whom he was, he believed,
forced to imagine, no hiv wife for an upright, trath-loviag
man. So he invited a quietly robed ireek girl to ba his

artner in a polka, and then for the barn door dance he de-
ighted Kathleen, whose codtume he knew, by a request
for the henour, ete.

As the Itussian nobleman, in his salile-bordered coat, and
the gipay, in her bright, appropriate costume, turned and
twisted, clasped hands, then again assumed a more affec-
tionate attitude, a dainty ligure, in white skirt compased of
petals of satin overlapping each ather, a green satin bodice
representing the stalk of the lily, whilst liliea nestled on
her shoulders and crowned her Howing hair, watched the
ouly two whose inasks did nat prevent.ier from recognizing
them, since she had heard them plan the costumes.

Perfectly ignorant an yet of the base slanders in cireala-
tion amongst a small portion ot the Bretal community,
Dalores had changed from the grey nun she had firnt de-
cided npoa to the far prettier design of alily. Hence, when
attracted by her dress, Philip presently asked her to waltz
with bim, Dolores gladly consented, and was at some pains
to disguise her voice. She was exceeding amused at his
second rewark.

* Do you know Mixs Stalk ¥

* Yeu, I believe [ have seen her, that is——

¢« There are such queer stories atloat about her,’ pursned
Yhilip, who hoped to hear some denial of Misa Stalk'’s guilt
if he’made sufficieatly numerous inquiries concerning her.

1 Jueer stories *' breathed Dolorea.

*Yes. Butif you have not heard them, I shall not say
anything abont them to you. What an odd sight all these
veiled naiotances A’ .

« | whould %o like to hewr the stories,’ mormared Dolores,

*Waulld you? That's just what everyone in Erelat has

aid, [ imagiae, and for pure love of gowip, or for want

of something besides the weather to talk about, that poor
gitl's misdoings have boen made the general subject of con-
versation for the tast fortnight or so,”

*Then you believe ber guilty of whatever she has been
accased of ¥

Philip nighed. * 1 have no choice,” he said.

_ *Have you aver given her the opportanity of proving her
innocence ¥ queried Dolores, keeping np her feigned voice
with great ditticulty,

_ *No, oh, no. I could not insult her like that. Suppos-
ing she really was inoocent, which, I fear, is utterly im-
possible, she would ¢ertainly never speak to me again. If
she is gui]t{— But 1 cannot discoss this question with &
stranger. nught not to have begun it, but I cannot help
thinking about it. Thank you,'as the waltz endeidl, and
Dolores, her voice strained and hard, all need for disguising
it taken away, withdrew her arm, eaying, ‘I am tired. I
am going to &1t down,’ and abroptly left him.

Whera eould she go* She fert. stunned and bewildered.
They were just beginning & country dance, the signal for a
general uninasking.  He woald know who she was. He
waould think she ouzht to have told bim at once that she
was Dolores. He was such an honoorable man, he wonld
think she shonld have checked him when he mentioned her
own name. She had listened to what he most certainly did
not intend her to hear. Bat wchat were people saying about

fHER HANDS CLASPED, GAZING INTO THE i ARDEN."

her? She could not think of anything she had done or said
that 1i1fm1|.l powibly have given rise to general gossip about
herself.

Before she had made np her mind what to do, the nnmank-
ng began. Philii was standing nearly opposite Dolores.
He raised his mask and tarned to see who his partner would

rove to be. It was the Mande who bad suggested that
f)olon—,w shonld have a chance tn‘rmvn her innocence. The
eyes of the two girls met. Mande started.

“ Thera is Miss Stalk,’ she eried.

Philip looked, and Dolores resd sstonishment then eon-
tempt in bis expressive eyes. With a haif-choked sub she
left the rooin.

The next day Dolores soaght Mande in her own bome,
and entreated her to explain what Philip's eruel words the
previona evening conld have meant,

Maude made het reniove her walking garments, ensconced
her in an easy chair, and strengthening her by a cup of good
tea, told atl that she knew.

At that moment Philip aod a friend of his were annonnced.
Dolores left her seat apd stool, balf hidden by the window-
curtaia, her bands clasped, gazing into the garden.

Philip saw her, and fancying she bad not olserved him,
said in & low tone to Mande:

* If you will kindly excuse me just mow, [ will call later.
Meaniime, sccept 83 my sabstitute Dr. Jackson.’

He quietly rotreated, and Dolores, whose keen, listenin
ears had heard every word, tarned roand ss the door cls N
and el in & deal faiot on the floor.

<She is not well,” Maude explained, as Dr. Jackson lifted
ber np and Iaid ber on & sols. ¢ Her sister’s children bave

bad the infinenza, and sho has been numing them. Bosides
she was tirad out with the ball, and owned just now she had
no'};leplzd'ink all night”

oa did Mande try to parsaade the doctor that poor
Dolores had only thess very nataral cacsses w thank for her
sudden swoon.

Dolores was very ill for days after this meeti ith her
Jover, and the 1cal man in attend; called inu“lll:lvonng
doctor who had recently begum to practice near Brelat. Dr.
Jackson shook his head.

“ She has roceived & severe wental shock,’ he waid, * which
coming after her days and nights of nursing, has been o
mauch for her.”

*Mande,’ whispered Dolores a few days later, ] have found
out who wrote that article. "It was Kathleen herself.”

° Don't agitate yourself, dear,’ said Mands, who was u
frequent visitor in the poor girl's sick-room.  *Tell mn
qmet? how yon know."

And Dolores explained that she had told the whole story
to a friend of hers who had just goos to Wellington. He
had made inquiries, which had resulted in proving that the
author of all the mischief was undoubtedly Kathleen.

As Mande was walking home she encountered Fhilip, and
promptly told him the whole story.

‘Oh, Dolores,” he cried, * how counld 1 mustross you !
How eould I wroog youso I’

Maunde did not know what to say.
sarprised her.

¢ T muot see Miss Stalk at once,” he exclaimed.
you take me to ber.’

h{sudy hesitated, and tears eame into her eyes.

* She ia dying,” she murmored eoftly. ' I do not know if
they will let you see her.”

Together they, a few minntea later, entered the sick-
room. Maude gave Dolores sorne medicine, with the nurse’s
permission, then they left the room, and the lovers were
alone.

¢ Dolores, I know all. Can you ever forgive me” Philip
sank on his knees by the couch, and 1ook the white, wasted
hand in his,

A beantiful smile sed over herface. °Iam so happy,'
shs:_ald. h. }lcnuld almost wish to live now.’

*You shall oot die,” he cried, passionately kissing be
hand. *My darling, my darling; 1 love you’: Dla,rgr m;
and live."

A perfeetly satisfied sigh eseaped the girl's lips. ' Ob
Philip,’ she grenr.hed, “this fo tow much . and with his
kizses on her lips and brow she passed away.

Truly a sad ending to a small piece of gossip.

His stropg emotion

*Will

L.F.R.

A RUSE.

A POLICEMAN'S admiration for a shapely arm led to the dis-
covery of & trick in Parxis, when a female debtor's goods were
aboat to be seized wpon a judgment. When the officers
arrived at the hoose, the unfortunate debtor was discovered
appparently dead, and prepared for the grave. Respect for
the dead induced them to defer :he seizure, and the men
were abont to retire, when one of them eould not resist the
desire to m!miringlicrinch the woman's plump arm, The
officer was astounded to see the supposed corpse quickly
arise from the bier, and was quite bewirdemd when he felt a
violent blow from her muscular arm right between the eyea.
Lodignation at the insult made her forget that she was dead.
A prompt seizore of the goods followed the exposure of the
rmse.
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ANSWERS TD CHARADES.

I. Nobody.
IL Murmur.

PROFESSOR CEORGE.

[ —

KY BAHNET FHILLIPS

U that is sister Julia's husband,’ said Billy
Martial to himself. *Heard he was a Pro-
fessor of something orother.’ Billy had just
gone through ao introduction to his new
brother-in-law, Mr Genrge Norih, and Billy
was & little upset. ‘I don’t hanker after
FProfessors,” he added, * they are so prim and
starched. No fun in them. Suppnse he
should begin to lecture at supper? How
sickening 1t would be !

Billy fought shy of his new brother. He
went fishing, was late to dinper, and had made up his mind
to go te bed early,  * For,” said he, that new brother in-law
is bound to start a lecture at me. He is a Professor, and
le can’t lielp it.’

1t was sunset before dinnen was over.  bMrMartial seemed
annoyed abuut the non-receipt of sowe important letters
which ought to have reached him by the afternoon’s ail.
He said that they were probably in the village post-oftice
now. [f e could send a line to the viliage postmaster be-
fore eizht o'clock that evening, with an order to deliver the
mail, then 1t would be all right.

<[t ia a fine night, Mr Martial,’ said Mr North, *and I
should be very glad to go for you.'

*Oh, George is a capital driver,” said his young wife.
* You can trast b, father.”

*¢.un you manage a fairly high-spirited horse ¥ inquired
Mr Martial. ‘It is a gowl sixieen-mile drive there and
back.’

* 1 think I can, sir,” was Mr North’s reply.

¢ Why not let Billy go with him " said Mrs Martial.
¢ The postmaster might otherwise hesitate giviog she Jetters
to Mr Novth.’

¢That's a gnod idea. Billy, get ready while T write a
line,' sawl Mr Murtial, approvingly.

While Hilly was putting on his light overcoat—for the
evening, though fine, was chilly—his father came out and
hansded Mr North a note.

¢+ Father,” said Billy, *ic is fuony. ‘Why, yon wouldn't
let one man in & hundred drive Black Frince, and a Fro-
tessor can't drive.’

In five minutes afterward the dog-cart with Black Prince
eame up. The horse was fidgety. Mr North ratted birn,
spoke to him, loocked at the hit, saw that the lamps were
right, and bidding the family good-bye, juiped inte the
driving seat, followed by Nilly.

When on the road Mr North said, * He is fresh,’

Now Rilly noted a ditterence in the way his brother.in-
law Liad said that. (ienerally reople had remarked, when
they drove biack Frinee, ! Isn’t iie, now, just a litile frieky ¥
in & hall-anxious, timid manner.

* Decisledly fresh,’ said Mr Nurth, as Hiack Prince rose on
his hind legs and pawed the sir.  * Cowme out of that,’ =aid
Mr North, piving Black Prince a little cut with the whip,
but not hard encugh to raise his hide. * And ree here, my
coloured Frioce, yon must not do the ronnioy unless I waot
you tu.' Aml very quietly the professor braced his feet
against the iron rest and held the reins as if ready for & bolt,
wxnd then whistled ‘ The Girl I Left Eehind Me' just ae
pleasantly an coull be. B

‘Well, I never, Professor North ! said Billy.

‘ Stuft, Billy ! Don’t professor me. (all me George, or
brother George,' interrpted Mre North.

*Well, then, Professor {ieotpe, sometimes when Black
rince is hit with a whip he has been known to kick the
dash-hoard to splinters.’

¢ That's acconling to how you hitch him vp, and whether
yau whistle the tune he likes. Black I'rince i a lovely
benst, tnly he ought to have been fustened up & little
longer in the traces, ard his clieck-rein laosened two holes.
When you drive at night, a horse’s head onglit to be per-
feetly free, mo that he can ree everything. It's safer that
way, fur then he takes better care of you,’

A man wha talked familiarly abont traces and check-reins
at unce gained Uilly's respect.

! P'rofessor Leorge, T wandersd how it ¢ame about Lhat
father trusted you with Black Prince 7

“Why?* [ do not are why, Your father asked e a
inple question, ecmethin this kind, conld I drive & horre
that 1equired some judgn ? I eaid, * Yes, I thought [
econld. " Now rappoze [ had been a make-believe, a sham,
a humbug, and liack Piince had beconse unmanegealble be-
canse | knew nothing aboaut driving, and we hail been upeet,
and your arm had been broken, your father wounld have n
in his right to have been angry with me, because 1 had been

a story-teller. Now say yon were to iavile me to go par-
tiidge shooting, and I was to brag about my skill, and pre-
tend to be ever so knowing, and I was to misa a barn door
and pepper the dog, what a mean kind of a thing I would
look ¥

< Well, you are a straight up-and-down kind of & man,
though you are a professor; but, professor, 1 do so hate
lectures and lectwers. 1 would run ten miles not to hear
one.

* S0 would I, scometimes.”

*You don’t say so?

* And yet I hlave gone over four thousand miles across the
seas to hear one. Now 1 will wager you something that
you will hear a lecture and not know it.’

Billy did not avewer, for just here the lane was over-
shadowed by the thick giowth on both sides, and Billy re-
niembered that repaira wera being made there.

¢ If the professor gets a jolt or two it will take the con-
ceit out of him. It won't apill ns, and Black Prince issore-
footed ;° and so Billy waited and gave no warning.  Srram,
tu say, just when Billy expected & bump, the driver spoke
to the horse and drew in the reins,

¢ Billy,’ said Mr North, ¢ when I drove over the road yes-
terday with your sister—it was in the afterncon —jnst about
here, aiter you pass the branch, [ saw that some loads of
stone had been dum!:ed. 1}h, here we are, all right ! There
are the stone heaps.

¢ Well, yon have a precious good memory, Frofessor,’
said Billy, a little ashamed, .

*To rémember the things on a rond requires ne effori.
Tt all comea through practice, and looks like instinet.
Slow, now, Black Prinea.  Billy, just beyond bhere there is
8 clearing,” and the driver pointed with his whipstoek inte
the darkness. 'Now over there is a white house, with
apple-green winduw -shutters, and a red barn ; and on this
side of the roof a gold cow on the weather-vane ; and on the
other side a eronked lightning rod ; and beyond an old apple
orchard.’

¢ Why, it's pitch-black. How could you guess that ¥

‘Saw it all yesterday in the daylight.”

* Well, yon area wizard ' eried Billy.
slackeniog for ¥

* Because lilack Prince tells me, just as plain as if he
were speaking to me, that there is something on the road.
Yes; it's only a cow. Hear her snort as she goerslap
through the thickets ? Now, Billy, we will let Black Prince
go, won't we? For if it is eight iles from your father's
house to the village, we uu,;ht to be lalf-way now, about ;
that is, by dead-reckoning.

* You are the mast awful sare gnesser I ever came across.
There is a tree about here that the country surveyor told
father was just balf-way.’

‘' Wall, I dide's know there was such a good ile-stone as
that ; but here it is."

¢ How do you know, P'rofessor ¥

* I3ecause when 1 was driven past here yestorday I saw
the coachman duck his head on account of the low-hanging
branch of a big tree ; and I shall have to duck my head too,
being taller thao you.’

<th, [ say,' eried Billy, “don’t tell me yon are not a
wizard.’

*Well, it'’s a fat, good smooth toad irom here on. Now
T may not koow how to  yet the quickest way to the post-
office, though I think T bave its benringe—a two-story old
briek house, with a grocery on one side of it and a bakery
an the other, and a cast-iron coloured boy in front fura
hitchiog post.’

< That’s it. Professor, you take my breath away.'

¢ Baker has g tortoise-shell cat.’

*Yes’

* (irocer a brindle dog.’

‘Yes.'

! But what are yon

* And the two fipht.’

‘ DD thEy ?l

* They might.
what yon can do.’

Rlack Prince was now footing it faster and faster, and
presently the lighta of the little village glistened in the dis-
tance. In ten mioutes wore, Billy directing, the post-oflice
wasa reached. Mr North jumped down, blanketed the horse,
and Rilly went inside with his order. A package of letters
was given him by the postmaster, and after a short rest the
horee had his head turmed homeward, and he spread him-

Now, seoot, Black D'vince, and ehow me

self. As his hoofx struck the ground the sparke flew.
+It's fireworke,’ eaid Bill. ‘I pever saw them Hiash like
that before.’

* It is becanse it is a rather dark night. The sparke fly,
though, all the eame in daylight, thoush yon cabpnot see
them.'

<« Well, T never thought about that.

* What's queer ¥

* The sparks. #Some boys say it is electricity,”

* Ignorant little boys,” remarked Mr Nortb.

*Well, 1 am ignorant too. I don’t kuow why the sparks
Hy. Tell me why."

“Ever been in a powder mill, where they make gum-
powder?

. .

It'squeer, is it not ?"

* If you had, yon wonld have noticed that if the workmen
wenr rhoea Lhe soles are fartened on with eopper nails ; but
generally they are shod, or cught te be shod, in wooden
shoes,”

“\Why?

* Because if they bad iron or steel nails in their shoes, and
trad on a piece of grit and raised a spark, there would be n
bang, ard no powder niill to speak of.’

* Rut what has that got to do with Black Frince?

- *It's & long story. And you want to know 1

*Yes, [ dn.*

* Won't get sloepy ¥

" Pahaw I

* Know a fint when yon ses it '

“ OF conree.” .

* What's a horseshos made of ¥

‘Iron. And they dosay thay put steal clips on some."

* Well, here ia your Hint, or {md nartz, in the stopes of

the road-bed, and bere is yoor iron. It's all explained.”

*Nn, it je not. It is mob explained.* .
* Which is the harder uf the two? Hustls along, Prince.”
*Oh—ch—the—the—" and Billy. thought it over and

blurted out *flint * so loud that the horee jomped.

* It wasn’t a lucky guesa ¥

* No. Because I know that some kind of flint will scratch
glass, and iron will not,’ asid the boy.

‘Giood! Yoo mie a born experimentalist. Now I take a
bit of iron, and 1 hit it sgainst a piece of flint. What is
certain to happen 1

‘If I take my knife and a piece of wnod, and press one
into the other, it is the wood which gives way.’

‘Good apain! Heasoning just that way, when I strike
Hint anl steel together, the Hint scrapes or cuts off little
fragmente of the metal, and they ly into the air. Thaere, it
is all understoed.’

* No, it ia not. For a real Professor yon are mean. Here
is o fellow coming te you for solid information, and you
don’t kelp him a bit. Fleazego on.’

* You have got one thing solid, and it is that youor flint is.
barder than your steel. Solid fact number $wo i3 that when

ou hit your steel you cat off a little fragment of the metal.

Now what is the air made out of ? Fwo gases—oxygen and

nitrogen. In the one, oxygen, nearly everything burms,

and in the other, things don’t bmin. YWhen we breathe we
take in these two gases, the oxygen being in the larger pro-
portion, aod we burn up inside of our own ies mome of
the things which are there. We fire up owrselves in order

1o keep warm. We must keep hot, for if we got cold we

would die. Well, then, when my Hint cuts off a fr. ent:

of iron or eteel, it flies righe off, and the oxygen of the air
gets hold of it—seizes on it like a wolf would a lamb—
and in the tussle se violeot is the eflort that the frag-

ment of metal peta red-hot, This is what is called a

chemical eombination, and is almoat always accompanied

g_y heat. This phenowenon is known as the act of rusting.

he rusting process goes on, as far as iron and steel are
concerned, whenever a fresh surface of these metalsis exposed
to the air.  All the iron as it is found in this world is dis-
covered am rust. The iron-makers of the whole earth
spend millions of poonds getting the iron rust free of its
oxiyzen, and then good stroug malleable or tough or hard or
soft iron is the resnlt. I might make a most beautiful and
expensive flint-striker of pure gold, and it never wonld
bring forth a spark. Why? Because vxygen does not caré

a snap for gold, but leaves it alone, and this gas will bave

nothing to do with gold. That is the reason why men lay

sach etress on gold, becausa it is nearly indestrmctible.

Gold wears out more rapidly and still ia not so sns-

ceptible to natural chemical changes

* Now the iron or the steel must be well tempered. Once
—and this is a troe stoy—a trapper in the woods
bought him & new steel, aml went out inte the wilderness,
He madle his camp, left his gun and powderhorn there, and
struck ont into the lone country, wanting to set his traps.
That niglt he tried to build a fire to warm himself with and
cook his feod by. He bad never iried his new steel, so he
siruck and struck at his lint, but never s spark came. Then
it began to enow, and the man had a hard time of it. He
was benumbed with the cold. Next morping he tursed
back to reach his camp. le was tired out, when on the
road at midday he met a half-breed, and explained to him
his tronble. The half-breed laughed, and said he would
make the steel all right in a quarter of an beur. What did
he do, Bitly ¥

‘I don’t know.’

¢ The half-breed tock Lis own Hint and steel, and kindled
a fire, Then he took the trapper’s steel, heated it to a
cherry red, and dropped iv in the snow., The steel was good
steel, but it had been badly tempered. It was too soft. DLirop-
ping it into the snow afler heating it restored its temper.
1t was now hard, brictle ateel, and a4 the first clip the aparks
blazed away.”

“ Why, brother (ieorge, there are the home lights on the
heights. We are not more than three quarters of a mile
from the bouse. I am sosorry. Go on, please.’

- *Well, Billy, 1 will now work a litile forward. I atart
this way. Nething is lost in this world. Here I am grind-
ing off the tiree of these wheels, and Black Prince is [osing
some of the iron of his shoes every tims that springy foot of
his touches the ground. That irvn is nobt lest. Nothing,
nothing is ever lost. The character of the thing changes;
but change is not loss. Always keep that in your head. If
what I aaid abont the eparks is true, that they were little
fragments of metal heated red-hot, 1hey ought not to dis-
appear.’ -

‘ How can you prove that ¥

“Why, if 1 take a large sheet of letter-paper, and atrike
my flint and steel over that, and catch the sparks, and look
at the paper, I may find some holes burnt in it, but at the
same tine, little round erumlily things, which are oothing
more than iron rust, or the oxide of iron; and if I am
soart encugh—and it does pot take much cleverness—I
could sweep up these little atoms of 1ust, and make them
into perfeeily good iron again. Why, here we are at the
gate.’ .

Billy jumped down, opened the gate, and was up again
in an wnstant by his brother-in-law’s zide, and Mr North was
lsuphing,

‘ What's the matter, brother George? msked Billy,
* Please tell me a little more. 1 don't see any joke.”

' Why, Billy, 1 have been lecturing to you for the last
twenty minutes. Diln't I ask for a glass of water when 1
began? I shonld have told all about the spark from the
flint and ateel just in the same way to a class of students,
enly 1 could not bave trotted vut & spleadid horee to verify
the facis’ -

‘1 ray, Julis,’ whispered Billy to hia sister wben he pob
her in a corner that evening, *that George of yours I like
first tate. (mn’t he drive, though'! And, Jule,” he con-
tinued, * he lectured to me. He did, but I dide's know it ;
and it'’s nver so jolly to have & bruther now who can pitch
ball for yon, am.{) teach you things without vour perceiving
it. And 1l am goiog aiter partridges with him, and 1 am
g'ad you married bim,’

And his sister kireed him and raid ‘ he was & dear, groid
fellow ;' but whether she meant Ueorge Noith or Billy
Martial, nobody exaetly knows, — Harper's Young Prople.
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OUR FAVOURITES.

PART L—JACKIE,

e EFORE tellin nm anything about our pets
Cﬁ I must let groy;, koow that all I tell you
Eil | abount them is quite true. Children always
I | L= want to know at the begianing of a story
23 J} if they may believe every word of it, so now
I can honestly assure you that everything

1 tell you really happened ; but I have not

told you onr own names, for that would not

do, bat all the animals” and birds' names are just what we
have really given them. We have three horses ; nine birds
in & big cage, where they have to Hy to get from one perch
to another ; & mother pussy and her kitten ; a white cocka-
too with a yellow erest, wha talks delightfally, thoogh [ am
afraid he says the same thiogs over and over again ; eocks
and hens, which are all tame, two dear doys, and abave all
the most charming littla monkey youn ever saw, called Jackie.
-Oh, [ forgot we have six white rats, and we are very fond of

s i |

them, too, but in my eyes and thoss of our maid Jane,
there is no pet as aweet, and dear, and engaging as Master

. Jackie. 1 can tell you lots of storiea aboat all our pets, but
for ta-day I thiak lyslmll only tell you abont bim.

Abont a year ago my litsle brother Guy took acarlet
fever. When he was better, but still obliged to keep i
one room, our doctor tuld os one day that a monkey he had
waa very ill, and he thought it would die. The servants
did not attend to ita feeding, and it felt the cold terribly,
and if it lived, he aaid, he must get rid of it. So we begged
he would give it to os, and he promised if it was alive by
the next day he would do so. Well, next day came, and
one of the docter's maid-servanta brought the monkey to
the dour, and directly mother went to speak to her, poor,
sick little Jackie made one spring into mothet’s arms, whera
he nestled againat her, holding tightly to her dress with hia
founylittle black hands—little handa like your own in shape,
little fingers, nails and all, only quice black, with silver
gtey bair on the back of them, and ahort thumbs. Mother

rought him in tosee Uu{ who was in bed, but Jackie would
not o to him, but juat clung to mother.

Through not having been fl:t':rerl fed, or froma some

- other cause unknown to us, he taken to biting hia tail,
and he had made it x0 nesty aud sore that we had great
trouble in enrinﬁ it. Mosher used to put sulphur and lard
on it, and then bind it op carefully with a linen bandage,
and Jackie would sit patiently on her knee watching the
operation, but scon after it waa over thore wicked little
fingars would set to work, and mother's bandage wouli be
off, and Jackie's tail bleeding again, and when mother
scolded him he looked so innocent, with a kind of * never-

- Wwha-naughty * expreasion ot his dear wee face.

For many weeks alter he tame to us Jackis was never
happy unleas he was aitting on wmother's Iap, and he was
able to do thia & great deal, as while she naorsed Uiny she
had a greas deal of vitting atill. reading to him, tellilz him
atorics, ur playing with him, Nometimen Jackie would put
out & naughty little hand and seize wpun & Noah's ark
wnimal, and we had quite s fight to make him give it up,
When mother put him down he would ait on the fender and
bury his face, crying, * wit-rAa, wit-cAa,' at the top of his
vaice, showing al{ his testh in an angry grin, and puoshing
mother away with his hand if she attempted to toach bim.

Laat thiog at night, about nine o'clock, he used to have m
cupful of warm bread and milk before he went to bed. He
hated being taken to his bed, which consiatsa of a womlen
hox with a squara hole cut in the midille of one side. The
box is placed on & ehelf in the wash-house, and Jackie’s
chain is fastened to a ring which is fixed to the wall qnite
close to his bed. For a mattresa he Lias a lot of nice fresh
hay, into which he can burrow like a little rabbit, and keep
himsalf quite snug aml warm.

tiradaslly good feeding and earea made Jackie pet
stronger and stronger, and then he got so restless and foll of
spirits, not L0 say mischief, that be got to be rather too
muach of & good thing as a perpetual companion in the
house, and we gladly took advantage of the warm weather,
and used to keep him chained to one of the verandah posta
on tine days. He waas chained very loosely, 2o that he could
climb up and down like a little sailor.

Thia now brings os op to Jackie as he ia at present—full
of life, health, and happiness, with a wicked heart, 1 fear,

OUR FAVOURITES.

but & very dear one.  He lost his first teeth lately, and he
used to look 80 Fubny while he was changing them, with
great gaps showing just like a little boy or girl has when
they bave loat their tirst teeth, and their second have not
made their appearance.

One day, when Jane, the maid, went to see Jackie firsi
thing in the morning, she found a dixck Jackie, and Jfackie,
who had got hold of the black lead brushes, was sitting up,
hin legs atretehed ontin front of him,a brush bheld in one Eans,
vigorously brushing at his own litile blackened chest. ¥You
cannot think how funny he looked, and thongh he ie very
fond of bathing, it took many baths before Jackie regained
his proper colouring.

In warm weather he always has a tub of water standing
where he can get at it, and it is e0 Bmusing to see him
plunging in and nut of his bath, dipping his pannikin in
aad bheuouring its contenta over himeelf Lill he looka like
a drowned rat. fle sometimes drop+ & stone in and then
dives for it, and when he gzets it, holds it in hiz hands and
turns head over heels on the grass.

Une day a lady who dil not like him, and whom ke hated,
threw a small stune at Jackie. He just picked it up and
sat on it, showing his amall white teeth in a grin at her, A9
much as to say, ° yox meant to hurt me, but I /ike your
stone.’

One morning mother was diaturbed anite early before she
was out of bed by Jane telling her that Jackie hal got lonse,
and she waa wanted to eateh him, and weorse still, he bad
killed Mousie’'s favourite kitten—auch a little beauty,
atriped pray and black. Mother dressed qnickly and went
vut to Jackis, who instantly Hew off the fence where he wna
sitting, and in one bound was on to the verandah, climbed

one of the pusts, and monnted vn to the twp of the house,
where, on the sdyge of one of the brick chinineys, he danced
s fiendinh little war-dancs of defiance. But linally hisaflec-
tion fur mother, and the oifer of 4 e pting bunch of grag
for which be has & great weakness, inducad Lim to come
down, sad be was sacurely chained up, But, alas! poor
km was quite dead, and her mother was licking the hittle
d body and refusing to be comforted, and niterly neglect-
ingr her other kitten, Master Tommie, who is srch & joll
fe low-—qinim black, withunt & single white hair, and wit
biyg ronmid eyes.

ﬁ could te{l you heaps more about Jackie, what Le eata,
and how daintily he throws away the skins of yrapes and
gooseberries, and refuses to touch the peel of an apple or
erange, except jost to take it offt with his teeth and tlen
throw it away, and how he drinks like a horse, sucking the
water up, not lapring it like & dog, and how fond he is of
father's terrier, Miss Mipggles, and how he hates mother's
puodle, Toodles, and of how he eayrht Cuckie and tried to
pluck him as if he was cook, and Cockie was & fowl being

t ready for dinner, Uockie calling out so sadly, ! Puor

ockie " till we came to the rescue, but I nm afrald 1 have
written too much already. But if yon like these atories
about our pets yoa can have more another day.—C.5. 8,

OUR YOUNC CORRESPONDENTS.

Dek EpiTor —! am anly eight years old, and 1 live at
Remuera. [ would like to tell yon n atory about a mouse.

This little mouse lived nnder the fender. He osed to pop
ont and frolic abont the room. I set a trap, And this silly
monse thought that it was & nice house for him. He went
in to nibble at the cheese, and he founl he was canght. —
KeeciE CoTrLE.

[DEAR REuaIE, —Thank you for yonr wice little letter.
You see [ have put it in.—ED.] N

SOMEBODY'S DARLING.

HE bowa his hesdt in sorrow,
1lis fist i» in his eye,

And waits not till the morrow,
3ot at once begins to cry.

Had yon seen him in the morning,
When first turned ont to play,

As, with curls his head adorning,
He went smiling on his way.

Bnt now he's mud beapotted,
Hia jinafore is torn,

Anil enrls have all got kaotted 3
This childd is #0 forlorn,

Is thierve no one to elean him ?
NoL ong to take the bother,
Al in lovinge arins to screen him?
Why yen, of conrse, his mother.

Mastrytun. M.AL
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