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TueE prodigal son bas always been a favouorite subject for
Sabbath homilies and sensational novels. The type is per-
sistent and reappears profosely illustiated, varying in the
details bat substantially the same, in each succeeding
generation. In the received vereion there is a delightfully
happy termination to the story similar to that of the ¢on-
ventional novel, where we are generally left to assume that
the earthly paseage of the characters thereafter ia all that
our best wishes could desire for them. If the prodipal son
did tum over a new leaf and abatain fromn making ducks
and drakes of what was leit of the family patrimony, he
was an exception to the generality of his claws. As for the
prodigal dnughter, there is no parable illustrating her career,
though, of course, a prodigal son eannot saccessfully pursuze
hia high calling without some assistance from the other
side. Life is a joint-stock concern, and unless & man isa
money-grubber, or a hermit, or atterly dipsomaniac, he gene-
rally finds some woman tocheer, after a fasbion, his progress
on whatever course ha may be pursuing. Of all evils to the
atill sane wind, seolitude is the worst. FKven anong
drankards there are degrees of irreclaimability, OF these
the sottish recluse iz the worst. The teoiporary associa-
tion of the disreputable is at lezst an indication of siill sur-
viring haman sympathy. )

In nearly every community, from time to time, there ap-
pears the spectacle of o man perversly squandering the patri-
mony he has inherited in pleasures which are not merely

tionable, but i pret ible to hix fellows. It ia
very rarely that a woman of means is seen doing the same
things. Such a one, so far from getting her mind unhinged
by the acquisition of property, seems to become the more
settled and econowical in her ways, while being just as
ready to sacrifice her independence of movement in the
bonds of matrimeny. When & woman has found a man
upon whorn she ean, even tolerably, rely. ehe ia content to
jop along the usual conventional path with oiher matrons.
in almost all cases where a woman has had & gonl start in
life, sudden poverty or despair of men ja responsible for her
relapsing into devious paths,

There are, however, men whose prodigalily seemis to be
in the blood, and who long after the age at which the
elfervescence of youth with its attendant extravagances dis-
appears, continue to dissipate their means igjuriously to
themselves, their families, and their neighbours. As rotten
carrion is to vultures, so are these scattar-goods the centre
of attraction to the loathsome parasites of society wha
batten upon the weakneases and follies of their fellowa. In
most caser the evil of their influence is not confined Lo the
abominable exawmple they set, and the encouragement they
hold out to the woist elements of the community. It acts
directly aa a curse upon the wife and children, for whose
well-being they are responsible, and whose patrimony often
becomes involved in the general ruin of & surely collapsing
household, Thanks to the reforming spirit of the age, the
law haa put it oot of the power of an improvident husband
to defrand his wife of her property or her earnings, but even
yet the ignorance and pliancy of women often lead them
into a deliberate rennnciation of this advantage.

The aight of a prodigal, whether married or single, is at
all times & melancholy one. In many cases the moral
flaccidity of the simpleton ia mo pronounced, that to an
ordinary mind it falls little short of a disease. Did the law
afford a means of atrengthening the arm of an ocutsider,
many & relative or friend of the prodigal's fanily would
intervene to stay & career fraoght with destruction to hint-

eelf and degradation to those whose right reaviog is of
vital importance to the state. But apart from moral
suAsion, which in most cases is worse than useless, the
English law bas no provision for foreibly aresting the de-
cleneions of a honeehold, The liberty of the subject is fartoo
precions a thing to be lightly trifled with for such & reason.
A provision was, however, not upkaown to the Roman law,
which beneficinlly provided for the sequestration oi n prodi-
gal's estate on good cavse being shown to the conrt by a
relative or near friend. There it rested in the hands of &

- receiver, registrar, or master, and the income was -loled out

to him in amounts such as the conrt saw it to decree.

In days like these, when the reforminy epirit has
almost thawed out the spirit peculiar to the hard-bound
ayetern of English commmen law, it is strange ihat so bene-
ficent a measure should never yet have been enacted
on our statute book. The absurdity of waiting until
a prodigal is adjudged ineane before sequestraling his
eatate is patent, for by that time there is usually little
of which to catch hold, The Jolly of the law in fall-
izg behind legal cormiovanis, publicans, ceurtezans, and
money-lenders in promptness to get hold of the property of
& prodigal rests presumably upen the principle ¢ that & man
eando what he likes with his owa.' This principle may bogi-
cally be also freely extended toinfants and Tunatics. When it
ina mere question of time that a man will become thoronghly
imbecile through debauchery, it seems ridiculous for the
law to offer to put him under tutelage only after all chancs
of substantially benetiting him or his Las dizappeared and
he has become & huvden upen his relatives or the ratepayers.
It is a plain case of locking the door after the horse is stolen.

Periodically, when the gigantic govsebeiry and the
monstrous mabgel-wurzel are net on boom and the
journaliet is at his wits’ end for the wherewithal to lickle
the palates of his readers, he sitteth down and inditeth
an epistle unto himself, plaintively asking what is the matter
with the yuunyg generation. This lachrymose query he per-
fidioualy baits with sume such sugpestive psewdonym as
tJack’s 1ather ' or *Sallie’s mamma,’ and lires it off in the
face of a torpid and grambling public. It is a sglvo which
never fails to wake the echoos around the highways and by-
ways of the community, and set all the tea-rooms and
oftices of the place into m condition of extraondinary excite-
ment.

The Future is with the young. MNobody seetns much con-
cerned {0 ascertain whether the mothers and fathers of this
present age, or the few mandmothers or grandfethers who
survive as menuments of an incomparable past, are up to
the former average of Eoglish parents and grandparents, or
whether, if they keep on as they are going, they will Le
gathered into the Losom of vur father Abrabam without
any demur on ithe part of St Peter. Ly virtue of
their awivivorship, it is, perbiaps, presumed that they
are quite up to the sample of byegone Utopia.
siuly another reason may be that children are not
pasticularly interested in reforming their progeniturs, or
that the progenitors think themselves perfect, or that the
elder peneration are rvegarded ns hopelessly hardened and
that therefore the supreme effuit shonld be directed towards
the generation whore minds are still susceptible of these
tales of their grandiathers. As fur old bachelors awml
old maids, they are the tlotsam and jetsam of society, it
only for stuiling wp the totb and wacating the possessions,
of which they make such a partial nee. Hence the ficld is
with the boys and the girls.

Pos-

True is it that yonth is interesting,.  Youth is
most interesting to itself, especially in these colunies.
Youth is also interesting to age everywhere. Ii is mo
dalightfully wicked, and age rejoices in the fact that
thouyth it is (as it hopes) hastening to a land where there
will be no sorrowing or eighing, or cause for complaint, it
has not got there yet, aml can etill indulge in a parting
grumble at the degeneracy of the rising generntion, In the
discussion age has considerably the advantage of the position,
* Look,” says age, *at us ; and we are nothing to those whe
have gone befure.” This rather Hoors yoath, for it is in the
self-conrcious atage, full of blind hopen and vaygue yearnings,
seeking approbation, sensitive of falling short from its
idenls, Age haa ceased o hope strongly, or get greatly
exeited abont anything., It has lust much of ita enthusinan
abd ita prasion, anid its members put on a much more uni-

- - form

PP of d dnl than do the members
of the young brigade at their outset on the march of life.

It is with old persons as with youny, there is a constant
demand fur others to be good, only more so.  Nothing is
mere remarkable than the rein penple give 1o their imnyina-
tion when it is & question of applyiog a test to the actions
of their peighlbour. He must ba tried by their highest
ideal. Wheniteomes tobeayuestion of sittingin judgment on
themselves, then their own habits juat fit the stanmdlard,
Thus it happens that there arises peiivilieally s clanwmr
againet the things which are, and a thoughtless glorilieativn
of the past. The generativn which has attnined Lo Lhe
dignity of maturity or old oge lives to & great extent in ils
youth—in the period when it saw everything throngh roee-
colonred mpectacles, nnd was eblivions of ita own short-
eomings. It forgets the trouble it eaused the generation
which has now gone on to glory, perhaps even conyiatulates
itself that that peneration is with its incomparable virtues
buried in the silence of the Lireat I nknown.,

Thera is, however, nlwaya a pleasure in laiting the
Juniors, because they are ever realdy to aflord good wport.
Thus, whenever the question, ¢ [s the coming race ejual 1o
the past?’ eropa up, it ia productive of the mnst animated
of discuesions, in which everybody abuses everlmly else
throngh the mediam of the genial editor, who chuckles at
ihe dust he has so successfully raised. When the turmwoil
subsides society reaumes its ohl mspect, neither better nor
woree, which, seeing the multitudinous weekly sermons it
practically ignores, is not surprising, Everbuly, however,
is the happier fer the excitement, far transcending the de-
lights of a gnod bout of scanilal at afternoon tea, ami feels
that they have Leen masisting at the most satisfactory of
vecopativns—that of telling your peighbour how good he
ouaght 1o be.

.

These youny eolonies are excellent hields of experiment fur
the adveninrous politician.  Tn consequence of theie heinge
little nr no efebeis of past apges encnmbering the fare of
society, no picturesque ruing of crnmbling but still per-
sistent institntions, the eclonies aflord a sort of fidhale
raese on which the politician enn iry his prentice haml in
scrawling his pot-hooks amd bangera in imilation of the
most advanced of social models.  Noweiimes Lhiese turn
ont well, and sometimes otherwise, but as the eonditions
of life are more gimple than in vlder lands, the failure of
any does not entail anything like a corresponding amount of
disorganisation and suffering. ln any case these offshoots
of the Britisxh stock, being spared the enrse of war and of
atanding armies throngh which Eaorope and America have
had to pass in working nut the problems of the vace, shonld
be remdy to contribute in a peacefnl way their nuota to-
wards the golution of the mieat impending questions of
society.

Of these the employment of the unemployed ix the chief.
On this tuins the fature of soviety., Nuw that universal
suitrage prevails, the voice of Lhie loafer is A puwer in Lhe
lawl, and whether & person loafa of free will ur of necensity,
society will have to recken with him.  Oaly in communi-
ties where lrute force, wicldul by n weallhy minoiity,
governs can the poitentonsly vich anl the pitialily poor lve
peacefully side Ly side.  In a ssciety like ours, w here Lhere
are no hired bayonets, and expressivn of apinion is hee botl
in the press and ut the polls, the erying question is e pre-
ventivn of a stum and dangercus class,  [IF <ach & moral
cerspov] acenmmulates, retribution will sowe day surely fall
upon New Zealand,

The problem of the nuemployedis <imple encugh in theory.
Saye society, © He that will not work, neither shall he ent.”
This, however, lves not apply to the possessor of mcenmn-
[ated wealth, The next neslion is, * What work i< there
Tt is ridiculons to cendewn & person 8s an iller Lefore it iy
known whether there is waak for hitn which he ean do. [t
is not reasvnable to expect that a seamstross shoulil go
lumping upon the water front. Hence Lhe livst peint
+p ascertain is * What work is there, and of whnt kind +
When this has been done, if will At onee become evilent
wlether there ia really an excess of lalwnr or ot 14 will
also heeome patent who is » systetntie loafer and wlnr s
merely a loafer by compalsion, and society will then have
got at the kernel of the problem.  Fur this purpoee
a linrean of Labour, conducted by the Government, is in-
dispensable. It t includs the whole country, »o thay
at any lueal oflice relinhle infurmation reparding vacant
sitnations everywhere can be oblained. i time, by sach
a method the habitnal idker will become & nmaked winn, al
no one will have aoy eompmuetion in tnrning their hacka
upon kim. Hitherto there has been & presnmption in the
minds of the charitable that the bepgar may e innocent,
and thix has been the sheet-anchor of mendicancy.

Magintrate ; * Are ﬁllll sire that the | mer wan drunk "
Oflicer : * [n it dhrunk, y ? af he Lnd aphoke
throngh the tiliphone the brith woy ‘il ‘ave maide the

ples shingger’




