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ONE of the latest sensations—and how, nowadays, can life
be endured without an éver-sncceeding excitement of some
kind !—hss been the phonograph. One effect of witnessing
the performances of this wonderful instrument will be to
dissipate the exaggerated notions regarding its davgerous-
ness, There has been an idea cnrrent of late, towards the
dissemination of which the ecomic papers have not slightly
contributed, that the existence of a phonograph in the
locality, say anywhere within the same room or below the
same seat, is likely to result in the recording of testimony
of the most incriminating kind—the testimony of one’s own
voice. '

Closer experience, howevey, shows that the new invention
is not the treacherows mmonster it is represented. For this
certainly the phonograph deserves no thanks. Itsintentions
to betray yon at all tines and in all places are evidently of
the best. Like the deaf old scandal-monger who sita con-
cealed behind the foliage of the conservatory, its innocence
is the result of causes beyond its own control, and if the
phonograph were capable of desites it would, like that
cheated old dame, doubtless shed tears over its present
defects of construction. The point of perfection to which it
has 80 far attained is indeed very wonderful, but judging
from the closeness and distinctness of wtterance required
when speaking intoit, Edison will have to devote a consider-
able amount more of time to ite improvement before it can
become the boon to inquisitive old chaperones and man-
hooking maminas which was anticipated.

The size of the contrivance at present precludes the pos-
pibility of its comcealment in the torso of the fair and
* fetehing * ingernue who bas got her heedless vietim oo the
string. The march of science is, however, so mysteriously
1apid that ere long a combination of the flash camern and
phonograph may be perfected so diminutive as to bear
concealment in the spray of flowers decorating the bodice of
the adored oune, aud the one great difficalty of procuring
sufficient evidence against the halting celibate will be
overcoms, .

Oh, those clendestine interviews, those stolen moments
which are viewed with such jealousy by the women not sd-
mitted to them ! What will become of them when this
modern demon shall bave been perfected? The few aweet
tays of memory whieh brighten the monotonous flat of the
matrimonial pilgrimage will be extinguished, May they

an American gentlewan, who, with an enterprise racy of
that soil, has started out o attack the received views re-
garding the unselfishness and politeness of women. One
man having been couragecns enough to bieak theice, others
are envouraged to follow upon the same lines. -

Edocated noan bas renounced his primitive prerogative of
knocking into silence the sex which, thongh weaker in the
hiceps and the lumbar regions, displays remarkable vigoar
and endorance in the neighbourhood of the jaw, Simul-
taneously with this deliberate renunciation of bis one advan-
tage, nan has foolishly directed his intellectunl powers to
a literary idealisation of that other sex for which he has
naturally a morked prejudice quite mpart from reason.
Daring the last century ot more he has gooe on ¢ patling’
woman in the abatract until woman has come to believe all
that he has said alout lier is true, and having now mcquired
a certain facility of writing herself, has proceeded to per-
petuate and enchance the process of her self-glorification
until she exhibits an inclination to becorme tyrangical.

That thing called *society "is in reality the creation of
woman, and naturafly the more she can increase the scope
and domination of the views current in ¢ sociaty,” the more
she can subjngate man. Hence ' gociety ' tries to establish
the priociple that a working man fagged out by his day's
labour, or any other man, shall rise in & public conveyance
and give up his seat to some fashionable woman who
has perhaps been lolling away half her day npon the sofa.
The result of the establishment of this- principle, which in
exceptional cases may be justifiable enough, 13 to make
women ignure the rights of men altogether in connection
with public vehicles, and come forth and tyrannise over the
huebands and brothers of other women overtly as many do
privately among their own men folk. '

The tinie was truly when women were subject to all roits
of legal injustice of the most glaring kind, and in com-
munities otter than the most advanced of Huaropean peoples
this is still the ease. There are also certsin kinds of social
disabilities under which they laboar, such as the customs
restricting their freedom of action, or discountenane-
ing their trying to earn their own liviog, or that of
apying upoeu their actions, for the maintenance of
which they have chiefly to' thapk their uwn sex.
The move progressive and liberal-niinded anong men have
succeeded in getting the worst of these ancient laws against
women Bbolished, rad bave encouraged a small minority of
women to embark actively in the emancipation pro-
pagands for which they are still regarded with suspicion
or contempt by their weak-kneed sisters. These latter,
however, while they are very cautious about getting in-
volved in the heat and burden of the fray, or of falling foul
of the tongne of Mrs Grundy, are quite content to grasp

- lighter and less riskily-acquired privileges under cover of
their sisters’ efforta. .

_ Uf these, the right to oust the tyrant man from his legi-
timate seat in the tramcara is one, Now, the tyrant man
is not unwilling to sacrilice his eomfort occasionally for s
woman with a baby, or forone who has just caught the last
car of the day, or is in sotie way subjected to unavaidable

not, however, perhaps be lntensifed by the
danger? Man is  creature who revels in hazards. All life
is n specnlation, and beset with risks at every turn. The
phonograph will add ' ounother eeat to love-making by
increasing its bazards, and these need not necesearily be
fatal. . Meoy & phonograph studiously regulated and con-
cealed by an astote mother on her dmughter's person will
incomprehensibly get deranged sud return giving no echo
- of Lothario's vows, possibly owing to the maiden's com-
plicity or'the indiscreet pressure to which it hes been
subjected.

. Nowadays nothing ib sacred from discussion. A growing
unrest is the characteristic of the modern intellect, and that
implicit trmat and contentment with certain socinl and re.

ligious dogmans which wers so miarked in the life of our pre-

decessors, is fast disappearing. In fact thers is so mmuch
writing and publishing in these times that, unless & joarnal
has something satonishing in the way of news or views to
communicate, it iv apeedily left in the renr, And passes over
to joln the majority of defunct periodicals. ‘The latest ax-
hibition of jconoclasi or idol-suashing has Leen given by

incoav , but the tyrant man being in sonie sense a
reasunable being, sod especially se where his own comfort
is concerned, perceives that there is & certain sort of
injustics in women refusing to wait & few minutes for
another vehicle, and crowding in recklemsly with
all their dawyp ekirte aud ful-de-rals upon a body of
unfortunate wales, Aad, moreover, the tyrant man being
an eminently reasonable being, and much more ready
to compromise m dilliculty than the tyrant woman,
would probably eee no objection to the ladies =it-
ting down upon him (whichk they mo enjoy doing),
provided they arv of moderate dimensions, and as the
revereud gentleman in the * Sorcerer' terms * distioctly
comely.’ 'I'lis ‘splittiog of the dilference,” so Lo spesk, sgems
to Le the inost rational solution of the prublem. 1f ths
ladiea don't like it, let tliem atay behind fur the next tram,
or meok their homes by thie methods of locomotion granted
them by nrture.

From the tone of the cablegrams ooming fromn London 1t
looks as if the commerca of the world were about to receive
ancther jar [rom & strike on the part of the body of the

federated unions thers. The quedtiun in diapute is the old
one of the free worker. Oumside every union there is still
an element of Hoatlng or unorgsnised labuae which aifecta
to nell itwell to eapital in the open murket, and this the body
of eapitalirts and the body of labourers are alike anxicus to
control, for therein lies the whole yuestivn of victory and
domination.

8o far the law is on the side of the capitali<ts in that it
lays down the rvight of every person 1o sell hia labour to
whonisoever may chooss to buy it.  Even in this question,
howevor, the law ia not exactly consistent, for it deniee to
anybady the right of selling his services for & lifetiime, or
for any pnrposs which hitherto has been regarded as
immoral. It does this on tha ground that snch contracts
tend to the ensiavement and debasement of society,
and are therefore injurions. Hut again, hers the law was
Bot formerly consistent either, for it aliowed soldiers to en-
liak for m lifetinie, and permitted press-gangs to enslave free
citizens for an indefinite period of service in the navy. All
these anomalies were excased on the ground that the public
tiead was urgent, and somebody must be sacrificed.

The teaching of these facts is that & dowinant party can
generally sueeeed in wresting the laws to suit their purpose.
The present struugle after all is & question of might
and wot of right —at all events not of right as
it is expressed upon the fmce of the legal aystem,
The capitaliats have for generations eonsidered that they
were maaters of the situation, and, indeed, they were so long
88 'the majority of mankind remained ignorant, isolated,
and disorganised, and the enthroned or landed plutocrat conld
use his humble feliows pretty much for any purpose connected
with his own exaltation hemightchoose. The result was that
the page of history in stained with the narrations of count-
less enterprises set on fuot by persons, the object of which
waa the aggrandizement of themselves and the propertionate
sacrifice of other human beings, In such causes multitades
have perished in every way suborned by the pittance of
pay tendered to them, or even dying violent deaths when
reluctantly endeavouring tu slay their fellow-men,

Many consider that a pitched battle between the foroes of
capital and labour is going to he the outcome of the increas.
ingly frequent deadlocks which we are nowadays withessing,
That entirely depends upon the success of the present
struggle. If the capitalists can manage to detach a sutti-
cient body of the labonrers—it calls them free labouress—
from the uoions, or cat prevent the unionn dominmting
these, they will be, as their predecessors were, in a
position to get their work dome or their botiles
fought by these instruments on something like their
own tertus, Society will then be no further advanced than
the aucient Roman plutocracy or the medieval feudlal
tyranny, for the uncontrolled rich will domioate the un-
organised and unserried many. The happiness of society
in the futurs depeads upon the subordination of capie
tal to labour, for the simple reason that capital
is the accretion of labour and not existent with.
out lebour. The possessor of acemmulated capital is
helpless without somebody to help him, snd the million-
aires of the world know that they will be helpless to coerce
the labourers so soon ms there is no body of unorganised
‘free’' labourers on whom they can work their will, re-
stricted only by the feeble law of wages.

-

ONLY TEN YEARS.

ONLY ten years of joys and tears—
It seems not very long—
Only ten years of hopes and fears
That tv my meniory throng ;
And as you are standing again at niy sile,
tio fair and so youny, my boaaie bride,
Now breaks from my heart this song :

Only ten years of joys and tears,
Of merry and cloudy weather,

Have bleaded our lives together, wy love,
Have welded our iiearta mgsther.

S0 we'll dreain once again of the bappy days wlen
Wo timidly atocd in the mnorsing

With hearts full of love, with the Llue nkies above,
And roses our garden advining,

And now you are standing auainh at tny side,

Se fair and so young, my bonny bride,
With roses our pathway adorning,

Cinly ten yearn of joys and tears,
And the tears into pearls are turning ;
Only ten yeara of hopes and fears,
Aud now a sweet incense is burning
Un the altar of Love, whose diadem
Now shirners sud glistens with many & gen
Of sauctilied sorrow asd yenrniog.

(Oply ten year of joys and tears,
OFf werry and cloudy weather,
Have blended our lives together, my love,
Hava welded our Liearts together,
Only ten years of hopes aod fesrs !
TlLeir pasaing was Heet,
Hut their livmr was nwesl
In merry and clowdy weather, iy love,
Ar we've journeysd along together,



