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-NE of Lhe mioat interestiog and attractive towsa

in the world ia Cairo, Al time and all the

* nations of tu-day seom to be represented here.

. The great museum presents to os utatnes of

wonderful life and real beanty and artistic

K * merit older than the pyramide —not less than

w . five thousand years old now—whilst we ecan

: aee the zame of men exactly, walking in

the streats of Cairo:  Mesides the great annuoal infux of

winter visitors, pnm:.isnlly English wnd Amerieans, there

ars some regulsr residents in Cairo, of which twenty or

thirty th d are Enrop of il the natious of Entope,

The rest are Orientals from all parts of Africa, with & good
many from Arabia and other parts of Ania '

The firnt thing that strikes the aye on entering the city is
the charm and novelty of seeing nearly all the men and boya
dreased in Jong white or pale blue garments. These hang

nite loose and look like long night-shirts, coming down to
the feet. The feet are covered, when covered at all, with
hrigh:;ullow or bright red slippers, and the head is en-
velo in & white turban, generally wound round s cap,
which shows above it This is either the well-known red
fez with its black tassel, or the pale brown felt cap cha-
racteriatic of the fellaheen,

Next to the very pieturesque effect of these airy, pretiy
garments, porhaps the moet surprising thing was the great
number of donkeys, e¢arrying large bright-coloured cloth
saddles, that thronged the streets. Each of these is at-
tended i!y a boy in the dresa described above, who runs be-
bind it and shouts at it and whips it. At first sight it
looked as though there were almost as many donkeys as
people in the streets.

e native women constantly ride donkeys and very
corions figures they look in the saddle. Of course & woman
in this conntry thinks it as great a disgrace, unless one of
the very lowest class of the people, to ex ber face aa to
expose any other part of her person. he eyes only are
visible, the tnouth being kept most scrupulmlal{ coveled.
Very large, loose garmenta, penerslly of shiny, black siik,
are worn by ladies” when out of doors, and they ride cross
legged, but with stirrops so short that their limbs do not
hang down at all, but are in an almost horizontal position.
In fact, they rather auigest trussed chickens. In this way
they bave bardly any
two men run beside them and sopport them. Some of the
donkeys aremagnificent, proud looking white or grey animals
a3 large as a rather small mule, and carery gorgeous em-
broidered saddles and saddle-cloths of red” velvet or blue
cloth. Moast of the hack donkeys, on the other hand, are
insignificant-looking little animals, which are moat inapp-
propriate whea ca.r:{ing some great fat Torkieh merchant,
or & long-le%ed. -coated English soldier. The wealthy
Egydptinns | often pay Bve hundred dollars for a really
good donkey, while excellent poniea can be bought for a
qunarter or & third of the money.

The most remarkable aight, perbaps, is the nomber of
eameln to be seen slowly marching throngh the atreets of
Cairg. Camels in the desert one expect to tind, but few

ple ave prepared to see 80 many of them in the city, The
act is th largeli:upply the place of carts, of which very
few indeed are to be seen, and nearly all the alfalfa nsed in
Cairo is brought in, stacked on and around camels. Both
donkeys and the nninerona
horses it smallbohncéilmr-
tiages, which abound here,
seem to be fod almost en-
tirely on stfalfa.  Till one
is accustomed to the
sight, it is most strange to
see & stream of large etacks
of thia bright, gréen herb
perambulating the atreets,
with s little bit of four
legs shown beneath each,
a wezk, foolish - looking
head, rather like an
i:strich's,klt the end atf_n.
ong neck, peering oui in
front and carelesaly ehew-
ing thecud, and thesmallest
possible pjece ef the camel’s
rathef elight hind:-guarters
just visible behind. The
alfalfa is so atacked at
either aide of the animal in
nets of rope, and on his
back, that no mere of the
camntel than I have deseribed
is vigible Irom a side view.

The camels may often be
seen going about singly, but
very often ar many ms six
of them are tied together
by a slight etring and march
along, always io eingle file,
very nilently, for their great
soft pads of feet, intended
for walking on sand, make
no poise, yet by their very
nize and character clearing
a path for themsslves with-
out ditliculty throwgh the
swarmsof bumanity, whore
noiss and excitemeni eon-
trast most unfavearably
with the dignity and guiet
of these great, tall denizena
of the desert.

Anuocther strange sight to
mte is the water earriers

iog about the streeta.

ater ia laid all throngh
Caire, but the water rate
is high, snd meny of the
poor people prefer to bay
their water from the car-
Tiers, s they or their an-
cestors  have been doing
from time immemotial,
rather than impoverish
themeelves by adopting
such new.fangled Eniopenn
fads s mysterious jetn
coming ont of ilun pipes.

old on the eaddle, and one or often

Bome of the water - scller the water im large
earthenware remels with brass spoats, that are strapped on
ta their backs, aod from which thay ponr the water very
cleverly aver their shonlder by jnat atonping forward, inso a
cuﬁ: which theg hold in sheirhui la. The msjoricy, howaver,
otill oae goatykins, which look nwost wninviting, bein

Llack skioe with the hair only ronghly shaved off them an

with the four legn and tail ent off not very shork, and tied
ap, while iLe water runs out through the neck of the akin,

W. J. STEWARD, ESQ., M.H,R.
iSpeaker of the House of Represontativea.}

where & small orifice only is left. These large skins are
sometimes on the backs of donkeys, but more oiten the
men carry them on their own backe, yet locking moat
cheerfal, and clinking two brass cupa in one of their handus
to call the attention of the passer-by to sthe fict that a
drink of the good water of the river Nile may be obtained
on payment of & very amall piece of money.

FIRE IN THE CI1Y OF LONDON,

SPEAKER OF THE WOUSE OF REPRESEMTATIVES.

M WiLLiax Jrkes Stewakn, M. H.R. for Wainate, Major
in the New Zealand Volunteer Foroe, and a Justies of t
Pence for the coluny, was born in 1841 at Heading, Herka,
and edneated at King Fdward VI, Gramnar Scheol, Lod-
low, Salop. [le arrived in New Zealand in Neptember,
1862, and was for some years resident in (hrisichoreh,
where he took an active part in volunteer matters,
raising and eommanding the No. 6 Company C.V.R.,
now the Uity Guards. aviog removed o Usniaru in 1867,
ha edited the Novith thwge Fiwmer for twelve and a-half
ears, and eventnally became the principsl proprietor.
!h Stewanl waa olected for Waitaki at the general election
in 1870, and sat for that electorate during the Parlisment
of 1871-75. Beiog defeated at the general slection in 1875,
he became mayor of Usmary, and oceupied the civie chair
for three years in succession, 1876-7-8. ~ He sat in the laat
Proviocial Conncil of Otago, representing Oanarn county
district, and was s member of the last Frovingial Execuative,
Having taised eompanies of rile volunteers in Oameru,
Otepope, and Hampden, which, with thes Uamarn Artil-
lay, were formed into s battalion, he held the com-

mand a8 major for over five years. In 1879 Major
Bteward removed o Waimate, where he remained for
six years editing the Huimeate Times.  Bulbsequently

he bLecame proprietor of the Ashburton Maid, and also
editor. In 1881 he appealed suceesstully to the elector-
of the Waimate constitnency, and entered the House as
their representative. There Major Steward han established
& reputation for the moderation of his views, and for snel &
aound knowledge of the forme of Patliament, that on the
meeting of the present. House of Representatives he was
electad Speaker over Mr Holleston by a majority of thirty-
nix to twenty-nine,

CREAT FIRE IN THE CITY DF LONDON.

AT noon on Tneaday, Deecember 30, a fire broke out in a
block of warehouses on the south mide of (Jueen Vietoria-
street, in the City, in the paper warehouse of Messrs David-
son and Co., in an upper 100m occupied by working giils.
It quickly spread, with a north-eaaterly wind, to the ad-
jacent premises of Mesars Adolph Frankan and Co., im-

rters of tobacconists’ faney wares, thence to the Yietoria

uncheon Hooma of Mr T. e, and to Messrs Revillon's
wholesale fur warehouse. These premises, with mneh valu.
able stock, were destroyed, and the dam: is estimated at
£300,000, In spite of the etforta of the Fire Brigade, with
twenky-three steam-engines, under Captain Shaw, the lire
was not pubdued till foar o'clock in the afternoon. The
woodwork of the tower of the Welsh Church, 8t. Benet's,
close to Mesars Davidson’s warehouse, soon caught fire, and
it was rauch damaged. There were some fears of the con-
flagration extending down RBenet - hill to Thames - atieet.
Happily there was no loss of life, most of the workpeople
being cat at the dinner hour. The fire cansed great alarm
in tiat part of Londen. It was immediately followed by
another, at Hackney-wick, destroying the chemical factory
of Messrs Hope, with 100,000 galloas of oil. .

We append to the above the description of an eye-witness
of the contlagration, gathered from the premises of the Lon-
don ngency of the NEW ZEALAND GRArHIC, which lie in
the same street, and had a narrow escape of being invalved

in the general catastrophe :

—*1 saw it travelling down
the stieet towards 147 with
femaful  rapidity. The

tlwmen leaped ont from the
windowe, and were carried
from coe window to another
l:y the strong, biting,
titter wind, until it
sgemed the whole block
from Frankaws to Shaw's
building would be involved.
‘We got our pablications ont
from 147 as qgaickly as
porsible, Messars Story moil
Lingey'sand Nops aftording
a sheltes fur nooe, while
the people below de-
posited many of theirs ina
vabin Thames-etreer, The
firemien were nt one Lime in
fear lest the lire would
1ench 143, where it was
undesstond there wae a
ature of cartridges, and if so
theresult would huve been—
well, wedon tknow, Fortua-
oately, the wind ehifted
when the lite bad reached
HRevillon Freves, which was
uf the grentert help to the
firemen, whothen eeemed to
get the upper hand of the
fire, which wan thus stopped
thige doors from our place.
You will see by the

pers it was nn child's
play for the firemen. (ne
pour felluw was brought
inte our place who had
been overcome with heat
and soke, and had n fall,
They gave him rome
brandy, anid he was removed
in an ambulence, 1 have
seen n fow Hien here, but [
never saw one spresd with
such rapidity,  ‘Fhe men
came off the escajes and
ladders with Leards and
clothes cuvered with ice,
Une man came down, and
eould hatdly move him-
self when he renched the
ground.  Yestenlsy the
riine, lndders, lanips, pave-
went, Joadway, ete., were
cuvered witl ice, apderowiln
of people have been to
*“have & louk,"” the police
having Lo request the
“ lookers ™ to move on,’



