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. CANKIBALISM.

* A whort cut to sccure ‘survival of the fittest’'—Eat your encroics
fipnt, your friends last—Darwin's inetance contrary to fact—
Maoris ar Captain Cook saw them —Cannibalism not justly a
reproach to Maoria—' ), that I could eat a Governor'--Canni-
balism not confined to savages—The factory syatem—More
ways of devouring nmien than eating them—The ventury of in-
vontions—Cannibalism not *a lokt art” In countrics where tho
sweating system, the company rRystem, the trost system pro-
vail —The now way to make or unnake & nation.

JIHIS may seem a strange heading for a
chapter in * Natwon-making’; and
Yet to write about the making of
this young New Zealand nation, and
to say nothing about a enstom which
in the old days made New Zealand &
name of tarror to Englishmen, wonld
be to make a grave omission in my
story, for, of & truth, the custom of
devouring one another played no
lictle part in the effurta these Maori children of nuture—
aavages we called them--were making to struggle through
the various phases of ‘savagisin into a national life, though
of a low type. Let ue mercifully judge these benighted
cannibal Maoris who were nnwittingly putting in practice
the Darwinian theory of evolution. They may have made
short cuts, for they effectively secured ¢ thie survival of the
fittest” by devouring the helpless and the weak, by eating,
after cooking, thuse who were nnable to resist their canning
or their prowess.

For many years cannibalism amongst the Maoris has
ceased, Under varions intluences it hay lLecome ¢g lost
art.’ Nai tangate (huwan tlesh) no longer forms a part of
the food of & modern Maori, no longer appears on the © bill
of lare’ at any of his ﬁreul tribal feasts.  He iz ashamed of
the practice, and in these days never refers to it except to
prove his title tn lands in the Native Land Courts,

Though the Maoris, under the intizence of missionary
teaching, aided by a plentiful supply of pigs, have aban-
doned canupibalism, Mr H. H. Johnston, in the Fortnightly
for Janvary, 1888, tells us that it is still in foll vigour in
Central Africa. The hideous forma cannibalism has taken
there enll forth his strongest condemnation. Though fer
hirself he says that when oncedead, * he wonid prefer to he
eaten by a fellow human, or even by an enterprising
hyenn, and su continue to assist in the development of
higher forms of life, than be doomed to abworption by
& wmixed mytiad of lower organisms,' He tells ns thas
the Tibetuns, some aix centuties ago, ‘reverently reduced
their dead frirnds to an edible paste and then consnmned
them.' He goes on_ to describe low the savapes
in Africa, Australia, and Polynesia ate their old peuvple as
well as their weakly children, adding grimly that * the com-
munity must have seemed atways in & state of vigour with
a society lorever in the piime of life.' This is * the surviral
ot the fittest” with & vengeance ; but however much it may
be in accord with the Darwinian theory, it is nob likely to
be adopted in this exact form by civilized communities, for
a while at [east.

Civilized communities are naturally shocked at such a
practical mode of improving the physique of & nation. The
aboriginal natives of New Zealand, as I have said, were
<once fanons (or infamous) for their eannibal prwlices. For
them, however, theie was pome excuse, seeing that wlen
the firat Mnoris arrived in New Zealand the only quadruped
on the islands wna a snall vat. In the sunony lands they
had left behind them, a thousand miles or more, fruit and
vepetables were abuadnnt, and they were naturally vege-
tavians. But when they migrated to New. Zealand they
tonnd that a colder climate needed something more than a
vepetalble diet, Being naturally fearless wavigators, they
quickly turned to the *bharvest of the sea.’ Sharke they
caught in abundance, and dried in the sun for fotura use,
Fish, which swarm round the coasts, they dragyged from the
deep.

F?)r centuries this ready eupply of food probLably kept
them close to the coast line, where they multipliod and

rrew.  The kumara and taro they haid bronght with them,
rom their nrir.inal island home. Both these vonta prew
faitly well with careful cultivation ou the sea coast in lﬁew
Zenland, where there was wot much frost. But they went &
very little way in providing for an iucreasing popmlation,
Yet, with one exceptich, New Zealand was as destitnte of
fruits aml rocte as of animals, That one exception, how-
ever—fern root—an will seen in a succeeding chapter,
WaR A0 important one.

Not unnaturally tribal quarrels oceurred an their nunibera
incrensed, Iy acchlent or necessity they fell to eating their
enemien killed or talien in bLattle, and the taste for human
Hesh onee acqvired, soon Lecatne & poneral and fixed cistomn
amongat them,

At this juint it will be alvantageous to make a short

. digrension the hetter to understand the reasun of the practice
«f eannibalisn by the Mauris,

\herever the Maor, race came from, or whoever were lis
vemiote anceators, e ia without doubt, in many respects,
tha most remarkable savage the English race has met with
in its dincoverien and comjuents all aver the world.

When Captain Cook dixcovered New Zealand the Maoria
were Inrgnl{ in n state of nature, without iron implements,
ignovent of the art of pottery, rude mgriculturists, fierce

warriors, but expert, fishermen, going to sea in eances burnt
vut of great trees, and fashi by stone adzes or axes—the
only tools with which they wers uainted.

.thB use of these stone implements by the Maoris offers a
remarkable eomment or Sir John Lubboek’s assertion in his
t Prehistoric Times,' second edition, 1869, and adopted by
Tarwin in his *Descent of Man,’ seventh edition, 1871,

To this day, in the Native Lands Courta eatablished by
Act of Parbament %o ascertain the ownermhip of Maord
lands, if- & native ean prove that his aneestors killed and
ate the former owner, his title to the land is regarded ma
indisputable, Indeed, » case not lung ago occurred in m
Native Landa Court, in which & native clain.ant was bei
crosa- ined by a ter-claimant to the land in dis-

vol. i., chap. v. as follows ;—

! Tn all parts of Earope, as far east as Greece, in Paleatine,
India, Japan, New Zealand, and Africa, including Egypt,
tlint tools have Leen discovered in abundance, and of their
use the existing inhabitants retain no tradition.’

Regarding store tools, this statement is contrary to fact
80 far a8 New Zealand iv concerned,

Now, the exfieme antiguity of man is an adopted dogma
by scientists, and may ltm a4 fack, but the New Zealand
instance as above cited by Darwin, on the authority of Sir
John Lubbuck, is not entitled to any weight in determinin,
the question, inasmuch as there not only nre ' traditivns
of the use of stone tocls, but there are now living hundreds
of New Zealanders (Maoris), many of whom are acquaint-
ances of my own, who gssert not vnly that theic ancestors
used stone tools, but who bave assured we that they have
thenselves nsed stone touls in fashioning and finishing their
cannes, hunren, and atorehouses,

h da of stone impl & have been dug or ploughed
up by the New Zealand ¢olonists, and are still being un-
earthed in the neighbourhood of every Maori village or field
of battle. -

When Cook made the acquaintabce of the Maoris they
wers a grand race physically. Holdiog their lands, their
fishing grounds, their wonien, and sheir lives by valour and
force of arms, exposed to attack Irom every neighbouring
tribe, constantly surprised if they relaxed an ever watchfu
vigilanece, they were naturally buth warlike and suspicions.

argely ignorant of the textile arts, they were naked ex-
cept for the kakahu (a rough covering etyor the ahouldera},
used oceasionally, and & slight cincture round the loins
These, with feather cloaks and elaborately ornamented mats,
made at a cost of intinite labowur and Lime, and nsed chiefly
on important occasiona, were their only clothing. These
garments were made from the phormium tenax scraped by
shells, the natural Hax of the country, which grows every-
wlere, and is now becoming, under machine treatment, a
large expaort from New Zenland.

To estimate tle number of the Macris in Cook’s fime--a
hundred years sgo—is difficuli. Estimates varying from
200,000 to 300,000 have been made. Thoungh these are mere
guesses, it ia evident from the number of earth-wurk for-
tresses and abandoned cultivatione—long since gone back
into secondary forest—that their number must hare been
large. Before the time of Cook’s visits, and for some time
after, frequent tribal wars must have reduced their number,

For hesides tribal quacrels cn ordinary grounds,.it must
be remembered that the last niigration of the Maoris had
been from g, tropical climate—where only a vegetable diet
WES Deceessary or poesible—to a temperate climate, where
animal food in some form was almost a necessity., But the
Maort immigrants t¢ New Zealand found, as T have re.
marked in another chapter, no animal ot any kind save a
small rat, nor, indeed, any vegetable available for food ex.
eapt fern-rout,

The North [sland nf New Zealand, the chief home of the
Maotis, is remarkable for the extent, beauty, and variety of
the ferns it produces, baving about one hundred and forty
of the varieties of ferns known to seience. From their
earliesc pettlement in New Zealand their chief article of
diet must have been the root of the fern. This, as else-
where stated, they dug, roasted and ponnded into a grey
meal, eating it in the form of porridge with sneh Zinalas
{velishes) as eels, fish, or sharks afforded.

There can be no dowbt that the Maori race in Conk’s tine,
and for long afterwards, owed its ine physique to the con-
snuption of fern-root as its chief article of diet. To pro-
cure enotigh of this food the Mami had te work hard and
consmnt.l?r. Tt is to this circnnistance, together with the
wounderfal healghiness of the New Zealaod climate, that the
Maori has developed a pbysical and mental vigour far
superior to his fal wand enervated kinsmen of the tropieal
ialands from which he came. There the Inscious fruits and
woft climate developed fat aml soft tismes generally : in
New Zealand the stronger food and haider toil produced
more muscle, and probably more brain.

I inay now return to the eannibalism of the Maoris, 1t
has been 1egarded asa reproach to them, and I think not al-
together justly, considering their wante and position,

Living in a ¢limate where animal food of some kind was
more or less necessary, and yet where practically no animal
was to be fonnd, is it purprising that the slain should be-
come food for the conquerors, or that, to satisfy the craving
for animal food, quarrels thould have been provoked with
neighbouring triles, often for no other purpoee than to pro-
vide llesh o eat,

Of evurse in these contests the ‘ weakest went to the
wall, * or rather to the oven and the stoniach. In this way
the Maoris put practically in foree the doctrine of ¢ the sur-
vival of the fittest’ Jong Eefore Darwin and his feflows made
the dogma fashionable.

Captain Cook’s introdoction of the pig did more to des-
troy cannibalism than any other measnre, The piyg tovk well
to the country. To grub for fern root was natural to him, to
incrense and inultiply with ench an abundance of food was
equally natural, and in a short time the pig overrana large
portion of the North Island, thus providing an abundance of
anirual food, aud striking an effective blow at cannibalism
in New Zealan,

For though tribal quarrels continned, tm were no longer
cansed by the old eraving for animal food, which the pig
supplied with less danger than killing & man invelved. "1t
is true that the Maori, like most other varietias of
humanity, was & Conservative soimal, and continued to
follow the waye of hie Ancestors when there was no particular
reason for doing =0, From ancient custom, therefore, he re-
mnined a ¢annibal to porue extent, more expecially as he be-
lieved that to eat a renowned warrior enabled thore who ate
him not only to antisfy their honger or vengeance, but to
absorb the valour and raara (inituence) of the roasted chief.

tO that [ could eat the Governor I' snid & chief in the
l]'i]ort;-em war. ‘I should be tha greatest chief in the
island.’

Again, in tribal contest: abont lands he probably found
the best moda of endimf the diepute and establishing lis
right lay in killing aml eating the disputants or fonwer
owners, thus acquiring the nwst effective of all titles—a
title by digestion.

ale.

' Where,” noked he, ‘was my father after the battle
fought between your tribe and mine ¥

'li don't know,’ he pmmptlf replied, “ where the whole of
him waa, but a good pait of him was here,” significantly
tapping his stomach. .

he opposing i t at once collapsed. His cane was
closed, hin canse lost, and the land hecame vested ip the
man who had eaten the former proprietor. Lo

‘This is very awful! What savages yoor Maoris muost
have been !" exclaims & sleek Chancery iawyer, And yes
how man{ landed properties are swallowed by legal
quibblers by a mode not so simple perhaps as by the Maori
mode, but-equally effective* What is this but caupibalism
in a fashionable—if & mere cowardly—foim 2

A very cursory survey of the condition of England will
show that cannibaliam ia not confined to low class limbs of
the lawa.

When Arkwright discovered the spinpimg jenny in 1776,
followed by Cartwright’s invention of the power loow, and
by Watt’s proctical discovery of the steain engipe, o new
form of pation-raaking became the fashion. These inventora
wera Englishnien, and for lifty years or viore England
had the monopoly of the new forces in nation-waking they
called into existence.

Under their influence factorier were built, and flled with
the stalwart yonths and rosy-faced lasses from sant
homes, seattered over England and Scotland. In this floek-
ing from home to factory, from country to town, their old
home life received its Lirat and mess fatal blow.. Simple,
plain country life gave place to the garish excitement of the
town. Long hours of labonr in the fresh open air were re-
placed by long houre of toil in the unwholesome atmosphere
of the factory. The merry whirr of the spinster’s wheel
died out, and was heard no more in the land. The hum,
and .clang, and clatter of machinery tock its place. The
master of the factory stepped into the shoes of the fendal
lord, and the serfs of an older time, through varions changes,
had hecome ‘ factory hands.’

Without denying that cloth and calico became cheaper
if not better, the change was in many ways for the werse,
the survies harder. The spinner and weaver—man, woman,
and child—became antomatons, almost a4 much mwachines as
the spinning jennics and looms they worked, and teo often
mledpfor as little or leas.

Meanwhile the lords of the factories graw rich, Maay of
the * new men 'migrated into * the stately homes of England.”

* Th=ir modern seris crowded the hovels of the towns.

Then came the railways and free trade. These two new
forces -made the towns bigger, the rich richer, the puor
povrer.  The old aristocrats were in the main eclipsed and
erowded putby the new plutocrats. Money, or its synonym,
eapital, became king. o be the owner of millions was a
ruling passion ; to control millions hecame the ruling power.
Under the influence of this master passion, this nwney
tyranny, ancient forma of virtue, self-denial, Christian duty,
love of man, love of God, lost their vital force, and if they
were not altogether kicked cut of the Temple of Mawmmon,
they took a back seat in it.

And this condition of affairs is regarded as progrees.

This ia the nation-making current in England during
what may be termed * the century of inventions ' ; that one
century bas just ended by ranging the *mitlionaires ’ on one
side, the ‘millions’ on the other. Dives in his pride and

wiple, Lazerns in his discontent and bitterness, Dives in
Eis purple luxury faring snmptuousiy every day, Lazarue in
hiz squalid hovel starving on the eiunils and gene Lo the
dogs generally,
et a3 hope Dives will consider Lis ways and be wisze
before it ba too late. Otherwise, if he wili not read the
signs of the times, if he will not listen to the warning
voices of law and gospel, then, in some eoming time, like
lhis purple prototype, he may lift up his eyes for help in
vain. .

Verily, if cannibalism be & loat art amengst the Maoris,
in the swealing system, in ihe company system, in the trust
system, and in many other furms, it still survives amongat
move civilized people, and on this foundation mach nativn
making is now Eroceeding. The proceas is not conlined to
England or the United Statea. It is in full operation in the
colonies.

It is unnecessary to trace the practice of modern canni-
balism to the shambles where, under various pretexts and
disguises, its victims are oflfered. Saffice it to cay that the
worded hunger for wealth, the niad race for riches, are making
great and degradiog changes in indivilosl and natienal
chaiacter. The ‘almighty dollar,’ as our American cousins
term it, ie the god whose worship is extending in the
modern world more thao all other colés. 1t is the Moloch
of onr century, which, under the ganction of Englirh law,
made fashionable by muny of the maxime of a spurious

litical economy, demands and devours its vietinie as roth-
r;;aly, a8 remorselessly as the Maori ravage of a past genera-
tion.

The Mnori bas alwost forgotten his cannibalism. Heis
altugether ashamed of it, and except to maintain Lis title
to his pastoral acres cannot be induced to acknowledge that
ke or hie kinemen ever devoured any of homan kind.  When
one of his descendants in some coming centiny visits Eng-
land as Macaulay's New Zealander, and sits on a broken
arch of London bridge, be may Le heard by those near him
saying :

!']Tlmse English who formerly dwelt in this deserted city
were & very juvolish people. They carvied their cannibalism
too fan. My ancestors were wise, aml ce to devour one
another.  Their good example was unheeded by vhe white
faces with hearts uf stoue, for the English people weuld go
on devouring one another, the big fish eating the Jittle ones,’
and pointing to St. Panl’s in ruine, he gravely adde:

* This is what comes of it. Kats (it is ended).’

THE END.

Mrr Henpeck {henring a rampus) : ¢ You, Charles, I'd like
to know what yon are up to now ¥ Mr Henpeck (feebly):
¢ I muppone, ruy dear, Y can fall down ths cellar staira o
want to.’ . C



