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THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC:

at all is over between us, and from this hour
ou may bewars A woman's out feelings.’
3~ The inan came nearer and seized her arm. .
1 «What do yon mean by that, you—fuol? Tlon’t you
4 Lpow that you are in my power ¥ .
C that ot are in sunre, mr.  Lisvten ! T give you
] un;lvh:;zwm ‘ge{monr. of this country. At the end of the
‘% weventh day from now 1 shall tell everything to Mr and Mm
ouy track. T will

1 tell yua th

ady, and they will =sst the police on r v
E ::::uwyyt:l no mercy, for you have ab my pity and tried
to drag me down to your own base level, and pnow your

is off I kuow you to be unworthy of a wonan's

’::?v:l:dmur help. thave placed a» much food aa 1 could
honestly take in the old hollow gum tree as usual. Itisfor
the last time. Now go ¥ . o

But instead of going the man cau /it the girls other
wrist and forced ler to her knees. Holding her down with
his left hand, he raised the gun that he held in his right,
and placed the muzzle againat her temple. )
3 +Now,' he hissed between his teeth, * you're in my power,
wmy girl, for life or death. Will you do as I want you or

P .

iNever " shrieked the girl in tones of desperate firmmness.

HBrady saw her white face u[i::-ume;d _in the moonlight.
Then & dark elond swept over the shining orb of heaven,
and throogh the sudden darkness rang oot the report of a
lm‘]\té)lll-en the echaes had died ont and the cloud sailed on,
the moon shone calmly down on a silent group of three—the
Ludy of Alfred Aliles shot through the heart by John Bmgly,
who had Aung away his revolver to bend over the fainting
furm of Lydia Brown.

It iz Christmas Eve.  Sheariny is over, and a delicious
sense of well-earned restfulness pervades the place, In the
kitchen old Larry is helgin’g the shepher_d’s wi_fe to stune
raising for an English p um-pudding, while a fine turkey
turns his toes to the ceiling ready to do honour to the great
festival of to-morrow. From the garden steals the mingled
scent of rose, and myrtle, and sweet syringa, and in the
verandah, side by side, Mrs Brady and her * youny friend
VMiss Brown' are seated, enjo*‘ing the figshness of the
summer night. For Lydia will return nd more to her
{inderella state in the kitchen, but remain as companion te
lier former mistress €11 other duties call Ler away.

John Brady is there too, meditating over his pipe. They
ave all three very quist to-night. -

The old lady dreams of many a Christmas-tite long passed
away, of faces that have vanished in the dim vistas of half-
furrotten times, of ‘the glad days of youth that are no
mnore,’

Lydia, happy in the sense of relief from the hea.vly barden
that was wearing out her young life, rests peacefully in the
present. . .

But John Brady lets his fancy soar on to the rose-tinted
future, and over & space of time, he sees another (_‘hrist.!un.s
Eve. He sees the dear old face of his mother just as it is
wow, and beside it that of her daughter Lydia, brighter,
Jearer than ever before. He sees this faithfol, true-hearted
wife place her hand in hia and look up at him with eyes of
trustful love. And he thinks how they will go un side b
side, stepping down life’'s hill toyether, prusing each
Christias Eve to recollect the past till the long eternal day
shall dawn where the chimes of Heaven ring in the never-
ending reign of Peace—the everlasting Christmas.

DECEPTIVE TRUTH.

THERE are circumstances under which the most trmthial
and creditable statements way be both misleading and un-
welcome. During a certain voyage of a Down-East vesael,
the mate, who usually kept the log, became intoxicated one
day, and was unahle to attend to his duty. As the man
very rarely committed the offence, the captain excused him,
and attended to the log himself, coneluding with this: ‘ The
mate has been drunk all day.’ _

Next day the mate was on deck, and resumed his duties.
Looking at the log, he discovered the _entry the eaptain had
wade, and ventured to remonstrate with his aoperior.

* What was the need, sir,” he asked, * of putting that down
wnthelog® - -

‘Wasn'y it true ?” asked the captain.

* Yes, sir, but it deesn’t seem necessary te enter it on the
log.

= Well,” said the captain, * since it was true, it haid better
stand ; it had better stand.’ .

The next day the captain had oceasion to Inok at the log,
.aml at the eni of the entry which the mate had made he
found this item -

* ‘[he captain has been sober all day.”

‘The captain snumoned the mate, and thundered :

* What did you ean by putting down that entry 7 What
was the need, 1 say? Am I not sober every day ?

*Yes, sir, but wasn’t it true ?

“Yhy, of course it was troe

“¥retl, then, sir,’ said the mate, *since it was true, 1
think it had better stand; it had hetter stand.’

The mate then took his departure lhactily, dodging the
marlinspike as he went,

SUNSET.

(By Mary RowLEes Jihvis)

WiTn splendour of farewall the aun goes down :
The far pavilion of the dying day
Are hnng with gold and marvellous array,
Eevealing in their slopths 20 Tadiant prown,
Alight ax of the rainbow round the throne ;
But while un ¢ur horizon, lone and gray,
The long, reluctant glory dies away,
U ather shores the light of day is sown
For noontide harvest—this aweet afterylow
As annrise prumise otherwhere APpPERrs.
W hevefure, () heart, rejoice ! life's setting sun,
Whose slow departing but ax death we know,
ake's heaven's high dawning—where, with blinding
. team
We whisper * Ended,’ angels write ¢ Regun 1"
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How South Ses, Istanders Poison their Arrows.

By EDWARD \\'AKEFH:'.I:D, LATE M.H.R.

THERE is in Iwliaa little serpent, only a few inches long,
called Eehys everiveta, which is so horribly venumous that
its bite is capable of cansing death in two or three seconds,
Not & single case in known of recovery from the bite of
Ecliys, where the snake has stimek its victim «m the bare
flesh, without any fabric intervening ; but in most instances
the sufferer has been paralyzed with intense ageny almost
instantaneously, the bluad {.M eeagulated in the veins and
a spasm of the heart has terminate existence almost befure
any remedy could be even attemipted. In Eritish India
alone it is ahown by carefully collected statistics that more
than 20,000 persons are destroyed annually by wild heasts,
includingsnakes, andmorethanfour-fifthsof thecasnalties are
attributed tothelatter. Itis well-known, too, that snakesare
employed among the natives to a terrible extent for purposes
of secret murder. A deadly serpent. such asthe Kchys, or the
more notorions, but really less formidable, cobra, is <0 con-
tined in a hollow bambioo cane that its hewd just harely pro-
trudes at the end, and the assassin, carrying this diabotical
weapon, which looks like 2 harmiless walking statf, in his
hand, approaches bis enewy quite nnsuspected, and touch-
ing him unawares with the end of the stall, causes the snake
1o plunge its lethal fanygs into his defenceless tesh. The
vietim 18 found dead, lnel#)aps, on his couch or divan,orin a
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chair at table, or seated in some lovely necluded yavden,
where his treacherons foe and he may have retired together
to enjoy the shade and the perfume. His death is set
down' tu sunstroke or fever or any other of the sudden
diseases that are common in that country ; and, in accor-
dance with the local enston, his hody is hurriedly rednced to
ashes or consigned to the pnblic 1eceptable for the dead
Lefore any inquiry can be made.
A NARRUW ESCAPE.

A friend of mine, who tccupied an important consular
post at Singall;ore, had a very narrow escape from death like
thiz. He had a Malay honse steward who alone had access
to his bedroom.  This man was most apparently devoted to
him, but the wife of one of the under-servants haring com-
plained that the ateward had offered her an atfront, the
consul had severely reprimanded him and forbidden Lim to
speak to the woman avain on pain of dismissal. The next
morning my friend, who was an exceedingly early riser, left
his ('uuﬁn at the first rays of dawn, apd went as usunl to the
marble tank in & recess from his bedroom, wihere he always
began his toilet with o shower bath.  He was un the point of
stepping into the tank, when his atteniion was ateracted b{
sometliing slittering in tle half-darkness. Hesteppel back
and drew the Iattice, admitting the full light of the morn-
ing. ‘There, in the marble basin, where in another moment
he would have placed his bare fuot, lay coiled up an Echys,
with head erect, prepared to uuing. He siwmmoned the
steward, but he was nowhere to be found, and be was never
heard of agnin. Tle uther servans killed the snake, which
had nndoubtedly been placed thers by the stewanl frum a
motive of revenye.

In parts of Suath America, notally in the little known
country at the svurces of the Awmazon, the natives have a
weparation called wourali or worari, which is one of the

wik deaidly poisons known, They uae it fur poisoning the
tips of the tiny darts which they propel from n blow-pipe
with the mouth, tu kill birds ar even small animals, and the
effact is generally fatal.,  The Lird, or beast. or man-—for the
natives, though not a feroions people, sometimes employ
wourali for killing one another—hevoes almost inemedi-
ately paralysed, or overcome with drowsiness, the slightest
prick of a jwisoned dart being sullicient to pradnee these
symptamn, and either dies with great muscalar contortion or
e{e\e is killed by some vther weapun as soun as reduced to
lielplensnesa by the poison.

WHAT 15 IT?

Ncientitic nien are at a luss to discover the secret of wourali,
They cannot even ayree ma to whether it is an animmal, &
vegetahle, or & mineral poison. The celebrated Enyglhish
naturalisg, ¥rank Huckland, took a deep interest in this
yuestion, and after miany laboricus and very perilous ex-
pertinients, came to the conclusion that the main ingredient
of wourali was snake poison, but there were other ingredients,
intensifying or preserving the snake peison, the nature of
whieh e could not detennine.  Sir Robert Schomburg, &
German savant of very high standing, made a special
journey to the Amazon conntry to investiyate the origin of
wourali. After infinite pains and sdventures he ascertained
that all the wourali that is made comes from a very limitel
aresa, where it is prepared with the most impenetrahle
mystery by a priestly caste amongst a particular trile
of natives, whe sell it for an exurbitant price
to other tribes. He spent months in the endeavour
to pet into the confidence of these subtle chemists,
who were powerfully iinpressed by his own acquaintance
with the secrets of nature, buy all in vain. hey conld
neither be outwitted nor cajoled.  Nchomburg, however,
obtained from them a yuantity of the poisun peifectiy frexh,
aml fonnd it was extraordinarily deadly in that state.
After careful analysis amnd innumerable experiments he
sntisfied himuelf that it was a purely veyretable poisen, an
extract from the beans or seeds of a tropical plant, stryrineg
taxifers, of which he obtained specimens, mingled with seme
inert medium for eonvenience of transport.

Thiz theory, however, has been seriously shaken, if not
actnally demolished, by its being shown that wourali i en-
tirely an external poison.  That is to say, it operates solely
Ly beinyg intreduoced into the bloid fron ontside, aml has no
effect if taken into the system thromeh the stomach.  Bind»
and animals which are killed by darts poisoned with wourali
are peifectly wholesonie to eat, aml the Amazon natives yet
all thefr food that way. Strychnes toxifera, which is
neither more nor less than strychnine, on the contrary, is
entirely an internal jpwison. It is not at all injnrions if in-
troduceil into the blood from vutside, but if taken into the
sbomnach it produces muscnbar paralysis and death inafew
seconds. Thus the seeret of wourall remuins nmdiscoverel

DEADLIEST OF ALL.

I come now to the deadbiest puiaun of all, takimy into ac-
count its duralility, or rather 1mlestructibility, as well as<
ite fatal efect. Every humun being carries abont a yreat
quantity of the material for making this poison withens
knowing it: and it is often maide aml applied with deadly
results, quite unconscionsly. It consists of the Auids of the
human body, which umler certain mornii eonditions, pro-
dunee the maosg virulent poison known.  The rightinl disen~e
called blood poisoning is cansed by some particle of this ~eh-
stance getting inte the healthy blosd and enrdling orin-
Haming it so that it no lunger serves its vital purpose.
Many n doctor has lost his life by the mere erick of a needle
which he had wetted with this poison in sewing up a wonml,
Now, how the savayes of the Pacitic Islands came Lo know of
the existence of this natural pmson, if I may call it so, cun
not be explained ; for they have not even the rudimenis of
medlienl seience.  But that they bave hoen only too faniliar
with it fromn time immemorial, s certain. 1t is & curious
fact that the farther yom go fromn the equater the less
dangerous the savages are ; while the nearer you approach
the equator, the moie you need be on your guanl apxainst
barbarous practices which seem not ounly inhuman but anti-
huinan. The use of poisoned weapons is almost entirely
conlined to the inhabitants of those exqguisitely beautiful
gruui)s of islauds which lay under the egiator or within a
few degrees to north or southofit. These people, such as the
Solomon Islanders or the SNanta Cruz Islanders, some of whoem
are among the finest physical specimens of mankind, are
the most horrible savages on earth.  They spenad their whole
life in blowdshed, and are not only cannibals bnt addicted to
the use of poison as the main, if not the only, wenpo of
war. 'They have spears and arrows pointed and barbed with
sharp bone or wood bandened in the fire, anil everyone of
these is poisoned, =o that ihe least praze, scarcely enongl: to
draw blood, is fatal. Commodore tioodenongh, command-
ing the British squadron in thase sers, died in indeseribable
torment: from a wound so slight that it was not believed athivst
he had been touched at ull ; aml more rleaths have occurred
amony sailors and traders from this cnnse than from any
other. A bundle of arrows from the Selomon Tslands wax
sent to Enyland many years ayre, and deposited with other
curiosities in a museum in Colehester, zentleman, visit-
ing the musenm, feolishly hamlled these wenpons and, feel.
ing the point of one of the arrows, inflicted a prick like
that of a pin.  He died of it, in raving agony, l]n'ue days
afterwards. The symptomsare invarinbly those of tetanus,
or lovkjaw, a malady for which no remedy lhas ever been
liseovered.

HOW DID THEY DISCOVER 1T?

Where o these savapes get their atrocious poison and
what does it congist of ¢ They et it from their own flesh
and blood, and it consists of nothing but the Huids of the
buman body, When they want a sapply of poisened
weapons, they take o number of corpses after a baitle, or
kill & number of prisoners expressly, and, having left the

hodies to putrefy in the Imrningequatovrial sun for some days,
they RlicE theem fall of spear and armow heads, whicl

they leave there fur weeks or munths, or until the badies are
entirely dried up.  That ix the whole process.  When those
wpears Aml arrows are drawn out, they are inperishably
wteepul in poison as deully as that of Echys caripata or
wourali—a poison wlhich is absolutely destructive of the
life of the creature wlose Blowd it t.nm-fms.

The poswssion of the seeret of pwisuning by means af
witrefiel] animal #nids Ly the most degrauled of the human
}u.mi]y in all the more remarkable, beean=e the most al-
of seience have only recently discovereil the ex-
'nln.nntiun of the phenomens producell by that poeieon.
The putrefnction of the winnmaek  Huids dtsedf hirings
into existence A mnltitwle of  miscroxeopic  living
UTEADISING,  erms  or microbes,  ax  they  are  aow
called ; and ik is the introduction and infinite multipdi-
cation of thess in  the healthy Ulesd that  producea
in aml death, T have seen s wan-of-warsman, n
ent apecimen of  vigoroms, rediredant manhod,

vanced 1

magnil

wounded so Wlightly by & poizoned arrow that he Dimself
¥et re-

Tanrhed atit, aml searcely any abrasion wias visilile,
d hefore rmundown te utter hieliplessness and consi
thederpby his horror-stricken shipiuntes before anuth
had passed.




