THE NEW ZEALAND GLRIAPIIC

THE DRESSMAKING ART

PRACTICAL LESSONS Bi HOW TO CUT AND FIT COWNS.

THE THIRD OF A SERIES OF INSTRUCTIVE ARTICLES
ON DRESMAKING.

BASQUES.

NOWLEDGE comes from one of two
sources—ins{roction  or oboerva-
tion.  Applied knowledze ixtalenr.
Dexterity iz the result of imitation
and a sleiyht-of-hand obtained by
practice.  Familiar, practical know-
ledige onited with dexterity pro-
duees skill, without which the
d ker is hamdicapped. Un-
forrunately this important branch
of indesiry is left to chanve
Hownsewive: and smali girlx learn (o

- knit stoekings, crorhet lace and
embmider table zeariz, bat nn stody is given w the entting
or fitting of a drese waist. The eloth is cut by a fimsy

tisue patiern of a ravelled, jagged lining and the lit is a

rentare. & tisk, a hazraidouns andertaki wh it shonhd

be ar the ouizet a conclusive certainiy.

P

THE CONPLETED WAEST,

It i a conumon observation that there are po roung seam-

5 d no ble home d kers. The premature
age is not due s much o the orenpation ftzeli as o the
worry cansed by inefliciener.  Ignomance is the bane of the
sewing-room.  The outcome i= waste of material, los= of
timve amef semper, and a violence 1o health more insidious
than years of toil  There i= nothing in che tine of dogrestic

science requiring meore careful training than dressmak
L

ard pothing aboat which there k= 5o muoch hack work m;jl-:agé
it i the raising of children  Considering the fact thas

women must bave dresses all time, the Teistent
ignernce g the theors and system by which they
are devigned is most renzarkable.  The Gt or plan of & waist
never chanyses.

The placing of darts, the setting of a eollar or a sleeve,
the handling of sidegures and fronts is exaetly the same
whether intended for the house,

the street ok the saddle.  Women

des mox &= & rule attach the same

intportance to fit that men do

{ Defects thar are oot readily eor-

rected are pased over ami an
artempt i2 male to gse rimming
for the zalvaction of the costume.
The result is sholdy's patch
work. A change has rome over
the world of dress, however, and

every day women zre realizing -

the swmperiority of 61 over
fazhion,. Every fa:hionable
dress does pot tr, but every
dress that fits the fipure ac-
carately is fashinnable

Although it is never too late to
learn, it i dithenlt for the
mother of a [amily .  ®&ve bher home for the purpoce of
staidy.  Help must come to her throush ber daozhters, and
any youny girl of ontinary intellirence can readily ma-ter
the Tadiiments of & svstem which will enable her later to he-
come :kilful.  In a eity like this anibition has every afvan-
tage.  Li come of the time women =pend hoking over styles
an-d akinyg questings which make the lije of the drecamaker
hileons was devoted to purloining bis methais. they mizhe
in & hort tine steal ennuy-h of his talent to serve a valoable
parpoie, and the same hint the struggling seauwstress mighs
lp{;m&mte with advaptape. R

ibaced to the task by necesity ot preferting By chuice
o dor her own rewing, the firt reqnisite i« s made].  Let the
movice §:) a fir—class dresswaker, be mea-ared al fttald

FROXT.

with & fpwjue.  As it is to serve a special purpose it will he
well to let the rtist fiod evervthing. Let him alwo under-
stand that o will not accept the work unles it is sgperior
W character and it.  Select & periectly plain style, s sim-

Plicity is enduring. Have yoar wits about you and have
& hand-glas, bat bold your tongue.  Your suyoestions
eannod valusble and are sure to be inipertinent. The

oferation finishesl, whether that of a tirst. second or thind
B¢, ix will be your privilege to criticise or comment.  Have

what you want, bot know what you wanr firt.  The waixt
dotse to vunr satisfactivn will werve as a mslel 1o which you
can rvier kur mensnrements, ete., in fotare work.

The dresmaker baving drafted woar garmwnty from
carefol messnrensent, and remwmbering, ton, the rormee-
tiuas that were necewary, is eminently able 10 ent yom
pattern that will reloes the vt and tronhbe of making

oar Best wabd o & mirimom.

ave him mow thick paper, <och as
tailors employ: have it ews an
ooce. aml you Al oiwe
al~0 10 make we of i1 while roar
idems are elear.  Make a trial
of the pattern in cheesecloth wr
muslin. ami encore ~oevess beiore
cutting guand lining.

Ayain.  there are plenty of

specialist= whe will ent & lining
10 measare. indicate the wams,
Zive it o the stodent ecoitomer
to take bome, cut the eluth by
and tase up, then. by appoint-
wment he will it the waist and
sleeve amd &t the coliar on
With an onderstanding of sew-
inm, the results are exeellent
Incklentally this plan is sevess-
fally practicesl by many seam-
tresses ancertain of their talent,
amd the well-tu-dn parrins wham
empioy them. A considerable
business of thiz sort is done by
teachers and itroctors of various
systems of dressmaking.
Mindfol, bowevrer, thal ompy sewers canpot aford o
rsue thi: course, there remains the Wwwne paper and
Fl.:j.llg patierns to which the millions resort, bat, unoior-
tanately. with not the best resulta  When a woman bays
a patiern tbe bust measare only iz taken. Bupposing it 10
be thirty-six inches, one buyer may be & feet tall. with a
waist measare of 23 inches, another 4. ieer tall,
measmring 174 about the wal:n, both require thirty six
inches acruss the boxt and the question is, who will the
pattern i *  Certainly not both, k"mbabl_v neither.

There. yom see, is tbe difficalty of bandling hadly-en:

tterns. They are cul proportinnally. Few women are
desipned. It will be seen. then, that alihough the same
pattern B used by these women the alterations must he
entirely ditferens. ~ 15 is also well 1o impress npon the miml
of the puvice that unlex she kpows sowething alwat
strikin:s 3 mean average her chances of raining the dress
are very farge.

While mathemarieally accaraze the embryomic Wornh is
advised 1o let tissue paper patiems alone notil zreater prac-

|
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ogly thinge to handle, even “when
S$IDE BODY,

BACK.

brand new, for they will curl up
&nd creep away nothing short
of nailinz or gineing will Lkeep
them down, and they most be kept
down for that nite accuracy neees-
SAIv to the art.

Better siccess will redound 1o

the ipexperienced waist hand
who wses the <¢heap waist
himing bt Adthough cot and

drafted esactly like the tissue
pattern, there i= a saving of time

a1 invaluable econvmy of
perve and amiability. The lininy:
is sold by the yanrd piece. on which
iz traced the entire wajst, When
ent ont and the seam bosted the
skeleton of the basque is reair o
Ty on. herea<, with the
ftimsx paper an entire afiérnonn
will be eonsumed by a painstaking
seamsiress in tracity and cuiting the cambric. However,
fquite &= many alterations may be pemied on the lining 1o
arpmximate the more careful fis that will follow when the
cloth is ent.

Ordinarily a ba=sue has rwo side bealies 17 the figure i
larze with a waist meazure of tweniy-six inches or more,
three side gores are werd. These with the two backs amd
two fronts eomprise the boly of the garment.  Find the way
the grain of the cloth rans by brushing irand remember that
Bnless cur with that grain Four waist will mever #t right.
All the pores most b cat with the cloth and all are straighe
burx the runod silde buly, as indicated in the cat

Given the elsih, a gool silieia for the lining. a pair of
sharp scissors and a table. the novice is readdy o cor. Thax
done, baste, o:iny No. 60 entten.  Baste clese and thick.
baste on the table—never in ynar lap.  Let the first basting
ran throesh the centre of the gore  Have the throads
wognd round 1he edge reular to ber 2 poide in sewing and
stitching the ~eams. Many women and ammuy the number
those whio profess an_ amlerstanding of the business, baste
over their finyers.  The rexult is & cvmplete boteh. for the
tTop piece heing horter than the bettom. the garment bhe-
comres lop-sidaml.  To repear formeradvice, Junt sew any-
thing ruuod the finger.

To join the different parts. begin with the back<. Every
pattern is ontched a1 the waist line. which mnst guide the
seamstress  Bepin ar this line and baste op the hacka
£ ommence a7ain ar the waist and baste down 1 the mige.
keeping both emds and edres even. The roum side hosix
s on pext.  Juinit to the back at the waist line and ba~te
up, holding the edyes toyether nntil within three inches of
the top, when by measaring sou will tiod that the side ishalf
an in-b shorter thao the Twck.  Hold the back alittle easy.
> provide the necessary freedon for the shoubler hiade. and
streteh the ~ide to make ends mieer.  Fini-h the seam below
the waist line,

Juin the straight side or ander-arm gure o the roand <ide
above and belew the wai-t line, keeping vne sile perfectly
even with the other.

Now for the fronts which require the darts.  Poe a pin or
tack at the waist line amwl baste down, pradually widening
from the waist line down ; the scam must be even

The right hem of the front 1= hasted over. allowing & quar-
ter of an inch for bovwks and eves or buttoo-holex.  The lefr
elre is left flat or open to Jorm a y or facing under the
batton-boles
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AROEND TRE S1IDE OF

To jun the front amd side body evmmener st the waic
live amai w Bfs ctretebing the side wam alitiie if Deve-
2ary to make eﬁimml and keep-
inr the rams ¥ even below -
the wai<i.  Juin the otker three /
ores to the hack and thes chose the
shonhler seans.  The front or 1op
of the shonkder is Alwnys shorter
than az the hack. This i peves-
“ary, ad the tach mensarement i
always sreater than the chext or .
froal. T seming dont ent. bat i
strerch the front and make it reach i
of take in the btwrk, which will
provide the peedel fulnew amd
make the waist fit smonth over the
Hat or bollow part of the shoalder.
Try on the waisr aml see if Lhere
are any glaring fault-. There is
one sacted seam — that up the
twildle of the back — which ma1
mrever bw touched. [ the waist is
ent riyht it remains  invielaze,
Take in any other weam. 1 more
towm is wanted let out the -eam
under the arm. hot mever wislen
on the mand-side boeix.
If the back wrinkles between the
shonliers. it is w0 lonz.  Take it
up on thesbounlders. Lt wrinkles
at the waid, the lining i= ten short.
Loswsen it at the bem or buttom and
alluw it o ran op. Wrinkles also
tome from  the insufficiency i THE BODY.
notches.  Have plenty alons the
side seams at the belt line and cot them at near the
stitehing as porsible withent curting the thread.
Few dresses are properly boned. Before nsine bave the
benes mkel in water a couple of hoars,  Whether yon o
palloen or hemmed muslin fur the casing. =titeh it on foil
enoagh n lie in rathers ; the vasingy fuil and the bones tight
will straighten the seams of any dress and defy waist
»Tinkles.  Here is & seale for the oorrect placing of bunes :
The une up the back wam i= neot peressary. 1o the side
seanr let the bone ran op foar and a hali inches above the
waist line and two inchex below : the bunes under the arm
0=t Bl come nearcr than two inches of the sleeve.

HALF THE WAIST.

In the slarts have the bone end one inch helow the ea-ing:
Ruan the bore to the bortom of the basque and taek it by
sewinz thrmagh at tive different places abuve the waist line
aml two places below, ) these seven sewinz~ have one
half an inch on either side of the helt. At the 1op of the
casings tack the bone in place. balf an inch or sa telow, o
as to prevent it breaking ar pushing throogh,  [F pooperiy
saked tlere will be na difficulty in sew:nzx throgh the
hone. and it is thi= sewing that will -appwrt the hgure
am] sustain the shape of the bodice.

1 books amd eyes are ased boge both front weam<. ilona
stitching along the -inlay ~the width of the hune aml in<ert
the hope between the linin~. haviog it &~ hich a~ the darta
and extending Jown to the botront of the facing. A~ lefure
“tated. iT propesly cot. any waist will 1 if Abunslantly aned
tightly lned.  Bot the whalebone mo=t e whole, 1o affond
the pliability vequired. aod secarely hell by simbr sewing:

Every waist zhouli he prwided with an inside helr, -
cured to each <eam.  This will bolil the bealice in place and
take the strain otf the frnt pieve.

Very often the shape andd style is ruined in the shterations.
o taking in & seam a <ixteenth of an inch i frequently
sufticient, whereas vwoe-thini i+ made and new tronbles por
doced. It i imperative that care and jatirnee e ol te
strike thatr nieety uf correction that lies letwern perfection
ami roin.

MISCELLANEDUS.

THERE i3 oo wse in pretending that the quecthm of dress ix a
friselons or an idle voe, or that sen-ible women are abene
i, or that & womman whe finds herweli with * nothing: to wear.’
sl 1akes time and thouzhe in providing becell with ome»
thing. mu-1 needs he a Flura MeFlinsey.

All women are ot pretty. all are oot graceinl. or - aryli-h,”
or atirarlive. or impoeing : but every woman has s hest
side, ane it i her duty 1o know it and to make the mest of
it. and Keep it on view in~tead of the wort «ide. which -
many of the dear ¢ereatures <een Jdetermiine] ts pr-ent.

Every woman, if -he means I fill her own Jlace in the
workd, 5 bound te make the miet of herelf, and oo keep on
dutny it A~ lengr &< =he lives

some lndies are eomplaining that in<temsd of leesming
more sen~ihle the mmtumes dhesigtiesl fr fendnine wear are
mnre inconvenient than ever. 11 is mow the murrect thing
1o rain the hen= of street dresnes by allowing them ter dragr
v the paversent. It is & memt expensive and dispusting
style.  The skirt attrmcts to it-eli all the mod, etc, very
much ete., o frequentlyi. it canfind on the jomt path. anl
carriex it into the dwelling-hiu-e of the wearer ur of her
friends. The carpet in the Jdrawing nmm act« as s hmsh,
und relieves the diems of part of its hith.  No wondder yentle-
men call laties in-ane in their craze for being in the fa-hion,
cust what it may.




