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DEk BEE,

A the beyinning of this nroath e weatier
jevpbet mave i1 out we were geing 1o have an * Indian
sommer,” or setutd snmmer as they have there. bar alas tin
didd Bol come, ax many orher prymeelicativos are neser fal-
illed, and we are fairly lannched into wincer of the wld-
fachioned surt—eokd leety showers: Lhen :hec!ouds_unll all
huddle themselvex in & corser ui the sky. the sun shine out
o brizht and warm, and voa are sare it iz all over. o more
o follow, su Yuu think you will have a ywod walk amd v
warm and cheerful again. You ger abonr hali an hoor
away from The boase and the rain cumes down  Eoyh!
Tablean Harve vou ever w¢en a fowl walking in the rain®
That descrilses everything. 3 i

There i2 nne po thing alwar it ganleners ean do their
planting : they z;a¥ they bave bwen waiting for this. and the

unt-nien will find the gronnd soft ensoghto fall oo, There
were zeveral meets last week. a bre day wr 1wo, and en
sarariax a ;naxl meeting. in spite of the weather, ar Mr F.
arverton . Leeston. who wa- maost kind ami hu~pitable. pro-
viding a splendid luncheon. .

The - Pack of Card=" which played whist s0 succvessfully
ander Mr U Brien Hoare'> ;midance and the 1en emernzea-
cles were enfertained at a danse in Hobb: buildin:x un
Tharsday aight.  Each girl 2ot the name of a rentieman
uncier cover ta Mt Hoare.  Nuw T thonld bave liked to have
been in the zecret and helped to apen them @ Well, it vas
a very jolly danve. The xirls all wore their whist dresses
aml the marshals their which mns~t hare been rather mn-
comforiably tizht for dancing. There was a liztle zore feel-
ing among=t the wentlemen. vansed by some of them oot
bein:e what Dick in * Linle [ond Faanremy ™ called
- straight.” It was syread not w have programmes. bar all
Linds of desces were resorted o by moct of them o sevure
the pariner they wished fur. only abont Lalf-a-dozen kevp-
ing to the original arrangensent. and they fvund themseives
yuite oot of iT. at which thex were very angry, and jostly
sx__Tlike peuple who are * straight “my-el: -

Bizhop Juolius is still being * welcomed.” Every pari:h is
hacing a social meeting. where he and Mr= Jolin= are intro-
sincedto their parizhioners. and =ongs and light refreshments,

" witha twayuet for Mrs Julins. are part of the entertainment.
There is jusi one thing I don’t understani alwart it, and
when it comes to our parish I hope it will not happen. and
thar is chansine eighteen-penve asinizcion.  The ladies give
the light refreshments, so why charye and keep ont the pour
rarizhioner who has to study every sixpence* Nodoubt in
2000 this will all be recrified : they are going o n e
thinws in a very Jdifferent way. [ have not ~een yet how the
Sumndars are disposed of then, but there is oo yuestion of
eguality. :

A weiding took place at St Mark's, Upawa, last Thors-
ilay. which created yreat interest in the district. many
soing from town to =ee it The bride was Miss Lertrude
Mary Reeves, thinl danghter of the Hon. W. Reeves, of
Risingholme. and the bndegruwom Mr James Stevens Thom-
zon. of Plymiard Park, Uheshire, bot at present living ar the
Warmea Plains, Sonthland  Mr Bell and Mr Bunn scted
as croym=inen ; they are also from the Waimea Plains.  The
britesmaniz were her zi<ter iMi=s Nellie Reeves: Miss
Eubison. and ber little mieve (danghter of Mr X, P. Reeveso
The charch was beaatifully decorated with white chrysan-
themums and varerated periwinkle and green leaves.  The
Vew Archdeacon (‘holmondeley jerformed the ceremony.
There was full choral servive, Mr L. {'ane, the orpani=t.
presiding.  The brife were a very tasteinl but noassuming
tostume of it white silk, with bhandsome bruche sile
panelz and folds on the boedice, the dress beiny made with-
»ut & traio: a handswome Honiton lace veil fell over all,
tweiny fastened 1o her hair by a Iovely pearl spray, a yift of
the brideyroom. >he carmied a luvely bunguet with long
ribbon =treamers. The bridesmaids wore simply -made
-creme serze dresces. with trimmings of taruoise blue. lonz
meire sashes 1o march. crinoline boat-shapes? hats with soft
crowns of blue, and white feathers in front : white bongnets
with long blae ribbwns.  The little rird louked sweet in pale
pink.  Mrs Reeves imother of the britle: wore a shot silk of

lue and erimson, honret o match. seal mantle. bougner of
white crysanthemnms and zearler reraninms : Mise Reeves.
4 very hecoming Jark preen contume, bunner trimmed with
buttercaps, bonyoet of yellow ervsanthemumws : Mrs= N, P.
Keeves" gown was of rerra eoata and black, stylishly made,
hat 1o miakch : Mrs Bohizon wore a brown and white check
tweerl. sealetre niantle. brownish bonoet with orange wing ;
Mi= ti. Robison, a ned brown dress. hat tricued to march ;
Mrs Lireenwood. grey dress. black vel et bonpet with grey
feather- : Mre Harley, perunia velver pown, lwnmet to
mateh : Mes Morray Avyn-ler. a black dress and brown
tonnet ; Mise Mumar-Avm-ley. brown tweed deess, oraw
hat with vienx nee tAmming of a dark shade : her sicter. a
wreen dress. felt hat to matwch with grey wings: Mrx AL
Ullivier, nasvy blne wown, swall round bat with pale bhloe
wing: also amony the poess I aw Mre T, W Mande, M
T. M. Hassal and M i: M. Eobincon.  Nearly all camed
bunenets of crysanthemum-, and a pumber of the
yentlenen  woure welding favours. so I suppwee the
old fashivn is coming in again. The bride's travelling
Iress was brown cluth. with a lining of erimsn silk showing
here and there. brmwn sjlk vexr, the resers of The cim=on :
alticrecher it was & very pretty cumbination : hat tu match.
The wellin: presents were, < me of them, very handson:e,
incluling several from she bridejroom.

The [atest engagement iz MrsJ. L Coster and Mr =ecretan.
They evidently approve of the marriesl state, as both have
triew] it befure.

Miln and hi~ Shak:perian eompany eceupy the Theatre
Rozal for a three weeks' season.  Unr ohd irend Mr Uollet
Dobrein i+ amonyst thens, and has made yreat <trides in his

-art, [ believe. [ hope to see buw he shines aiter Bve years
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Mise  Alice  Wiaddridge's farewell banedt
concert vame of on Friday mizia in the tiatri-on Hall
- Listle Lond Fauntlervy " opeuing the same evening ar the
theatre materially atfeeted the humse. but not the crneert,
which was voe of the beet held in Dunedin for years.  This
is prear praie erosilering the Exhibition series incloding
Bantley’s cuomeerts, are mncladed in the remark. Nt
ooty was  Misc Wuoliridre herseli  in  magmificent
voive, bar -he wa~ copported by some of vur bt
artizts  Mr Bath wa- mo-wcal director. & peeition which
Le has =o long hllal i Dunedio w the grear plea-ure
of all thore whoe come wichin his ranre.  His aconpani ment
i~ alway: s wft and expresive. and the soln always
hail hix presence At the plane with Jdelizhe. M Bath and
Mr Timzon opened the concert by playiz: a rimu duet.
¢+ The ladies who awisted Miss Wooldridie were Mrs
Muorpby and Misx Rice HBlaney. Mres Murphiv sang in ber
very best style. while Miss Blamey brougzht aewn the
bouse with *Nea' This soun: lady has & prand
mauzical fmrare betwre her if she recrive:s & professional
edpcation.  ~he is only eighiween, bor she has a plvriow-~
voice, and sin s Teasily as a hinl  There is bo
etfurt or facial contortions, and it will be & thessand piries
if she ix Dot able 10 mse to the ormwt ber mift. A moanl
voive it & #Teat sift. yet some of those wha poceess it v not
appreciate it a: they <hookl. e-pexiaily anwnz men. The

folly life of singers pues very much against the voie.  Bat
10 retarn 1o the econcery The creotlemen woaalists

were Mesers Inem. Rmith. Rennat, Yoon:. and Umbers
Mr Youny <any - toeen of My Heart © splendislly. bis deep
rich voire ~howing to great advantaze. The =tare wax
prettily deerated with pot plants. and several booguets
were handed tv the lady sinring the evening. %he leaves by
the Arawa next week for Engriand.

The Ravaye Clob hiad their fint meeting last nizbr. Tt
wa~ not a ladies” meeting - that =il come fater on.

-Liule Lond Faanileroy ™ has. of eoure, been drawing:
crowded hog-es. Perbap: it was hearin;: ~ much abmor i,
bar I did not care for it quite =uaach as T thoaghe 1 -lneld.
The child ealling its mother - dearest " does not soatnd 10 me
as sweel a= *mother.” bar the aothoress declares it wa- a
way uf the child's own.  Thaz ‘iear old wond. mather. wiil
never be heaten.  La grippe laid in for the evwpany. and
o Natoniay night the leading lady was s hoare as 10 te
scarcely audible, and on Sunday the agent was runnimge
abous  leoking dor  some ome to take her part
No  ome. however. being ferthcomine.  the Jo-
gramme was tiie sawe, although Miss Winthrop was
evidendy suffering. Neveral others of the company are feel-
itllg the sickness, and a pwal many coughs lnterrupt the
play.

The Horticaltaral Sociery’s Auntomn Show was held on
Thursday. There was a spleadid dizplay of fruir, and the
chrysanthemums were gunrevns in endless variery and
shades  Most people love a dower show. and there are -0
few privale enterrainiuents just nvw that peuple are glad to
g anywhere

Mr: Ritchie gare an entertainment one evening last week.
at which there were private theatricals.  With the exveptivn
of this there bas been nothiniv at alf socially.

Nothing is heard here oi the rink this winter. The craze
for it ~ems quite to bave died vaox, althoagh I believe in
Enclanl e~ winter it was all the rare. We gepenally
iulluw the fashion that is et at Home. but in this instance
New Zealand has ventared tu gw its own way. What the
#irls will du for exeitement during rhe winter I'do not know =
thew will fe mevluced 1o keeping honse.

_The Hon. Mr: Beynolds takes a crear interest in the
Kinderzarten. and bas frow time to tilme gut up concerta
tme rakes piace to-night, a namber of ladies taking part in
. I shall bave more 10 say abuaf it in my next letter.

The weather i< eold and winiry. and -not to be depended
upon,” a< the vizitors weed W say when they were here
There is every prspect of a wel wioter, a fact that will he
hailed with delight by farmers. whu complained last zeazon
that it was far 100 dry.

Meser> Bath and »thacht have started a series of chamber
concerl= for Natanlay eremings.  The mnsie is of & very
sl character. as it is ~ore 1o be if presided over by Mr

Bath. He is a grear favourite amongz nimsical peuple.
Rusy.
WELLINCTON.
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DEAR JENXIV,
tiuwernment Hoose oo luager ks the de-

serted manzion that it has for the last few mmths, for Lord
and Laiy taslow have now returned. and are comiortahly
settled dewn, | hear, for the winter. The ladiex [mnthy
and Liwenloline tinzluw are at present living: at Lowry Hay
1a prety little place aenes our harbuary, where they have
often viritel lefore

Laly tia=low held her firt afternoon reception  la~t
Alsniday frem jonr to hali-jast Bve ochwek. It turnel cat a
very dull. cold Jay, but aeverthelews a very lanre yathering
assemiled. and véry brilliany imdeed did the larre and hand-
sorme dmwing -rons loek, olled, ax they were, with ail the
suvath, bwauiy and fa-hion of Wellington. The romms were
preteily sivcomated with & numler of hot-house plants in
artistically dmaperl pusts. and the lovely chrvsanthemam-
nbunt the ronm were much admired. The Coontess looked
exceptivnally well in a rich dull black aualk wvwn, very
plainly made. and -uite devoil of trimming of any kiml,
and her nnly omaments were twn ma;mibicent diamond
hronches fa-tenel at the throat, and & number of jewelled
ring

Tea was served in the dipirg room, which wax well
patronised dunnge the aftermon. and altocether it wa- a
VEry plea-abg air. the Guvernor aml Mr Walrnd al-o
leing there helj-ing Lady ¢om-lum 1o entertain ber viritors

~une of the dre~ses wirn were very hamiszome. but [ am
SOITY [ say they were Dol ~een to mivantage, for althonsh
the wa- wa~ lix there was Bot & raal light, and mast or tivein
were ynite ket 1 puticed Lady Buller ant her dau:hter.
whe have ju~t arrised from Encland, the former wearing a
har.dwme black jown profaIy trinrmed with jet. and the
latter & ticbr-ftting dark tailor-made re, with a 1int Hat
stringless bopner.  Mr lmanl wore & rich - bwekine
black co<tume, aml her davubier wore an  erfective
combination of sare sreen and  fawn, with a emall
brown <traw  hat  trimmed  with  <het  mnbhom e
Mebb, i the Hurt. & meeent arrival from Treland, lekeod
very vlish in & bandseme fawn-culeured stk
trimmme]  with braided lace, ami & benner 1o
M- W, H. Levin wore a by wealskin jacket and a bonpet
o chechead ribbun, anl M D Colline bhaked well in a
rlainly made navy bue oveiume and blae talle hat, A~
‘Irro G wore 2 har with feathers to match her fdark
dres, aod Mrs Riddidond  Hutt wie dreceed in black plain
anl warere] <ilk, with & larce hlack hat with eetfich
feathers.  Mi~ {'aptain: Buseell wore 8 navy blge g,
anl a pale srey boat--hape bat trimmed with ey and white
ribben buws amd Miss Cosper sl more & blue cumiabie,
Miss Willi-s muwn was terma-cotta braided with hlack. amt
Miss Wiliond's - Hutt: brown, and plu-h jacket with teater
lajels  Mre Melville wore & very pretey blue and crey wing
twnnes with a blue and yrex pown: Mrs . Die.s Henry, broun
tripune! with fawn and krows -atin: M (. Knichr, &
wineculogre dre~s. aml honnet w match with feathor -
Alr= .l 5 AL Thompeon. & hand-ome tiche Bigine shawl
aktern clmak. with L-n-,- open sleeves falling t the hem -
Mrs . Do drillon. a fawn costume, with cape and bonner
to match.  Amongst uthers there were Mrs Tudhnrr.
AMrs Parfitt. Mrs Gore. Mz Cemger. Mps Menteath, i
Tanner «Christrhoreh), Miss [0 Kmll  Wancapui . Mie-

andioz. the Miee~ Richanison. but I really could not e
what they ware. or who else was there. )

It iz rumonred That there will he no Birtbday tall. bur
that the tivvernor will rive vne in the be-rinnin:: of the
=e~sinn.  The fonng pesple are naturaliy very dia psintes]
e~prcially a~ there are -everal yuunmy ladies whe {m.i quite
made ap their minds to make their o/t on the ueen's
Birth-lax. _Apother mmmoar savs that voe of oar Mini<ter's
wives will shortly isste invitations for a large janey rdress
Fall  From what I have heand in vasion- sjuarters !antivi-
A€ A VEIy AY seneiok for the youn:: people. at anvrate as

think mest "of the lances will be private and ~mall. |
have al~» heanl of pombers of Foung laties whointend visit-
ing Wellinyton luring the <e~sion. s I hope for their zakes
that it will be more lively than tast vear.

Mrs Colerudze gave A vers plea-ant aftermeen rea la<g
Satanlay, which was lanrely artendel. The heetems wore a
black merveillenx wown 1nmmed with jer. and Mrz Werry
looked vers well in a black satie gown <tshtly trained anil
wrimnied with jet beads and a smatl Tace mantle. anid a be-
coming pare white bonnet with feathers.  Mrs K. Phamryn
Mr= Medler, and others were alse there. o

I mu=t tell yon <omething abont Mres Trdharst's hal! before
I close. for it mas one of the nicest we have hal ior
a lvog time. It took place last night at M Swanson - new
schowtronm in Fitcherbent Terrace. which was teantifully
decoratesl ior the acvasion. and M Tolharst proved an ex-
wellent bustess, s thas the afair was most enjovable.  1ipe
wr two of the dreses were Lively. the Mistes (irace
both lowking well —wne in pale pink anil nge white,
Mi=s Buller alsw kankesl well 1n & handzome black fan-v net
relieved with deeps crim-nn culour. and Miss Webh, Huon,
and Mis< Brandon bethwore very serikinguens @ nriou-ly
epuAzh ther were almeet exactly alike, made in Direvtotre
fashion. of & lovelv shasle bwtween pale blue and reen- andd
pale pink. the conybination being very effective. maile, a- 1hey
were, with Jon,l{ bands of pink fronthe ~houbler 1o thogy -
ol the dress. Mis UCaptaio: Bu~ell and Mis lzanl
ware beantifal pure white ruwna, and Mi~ Eltie Will
Al wore white. made very prettily with larce 1atfed ceeves,
Mi=s Willis wore Mack.” Miss mper pink. Mi-s Rarmnp
crimson. amb Mis: EHintt white net with lan-

| . we hlue moire
=azh.  The Mi~es Hanlinz. Harr, Woran, Morrah, Mr
Walrenl, and many

mbers were alar present. Mise
Tulbart, who bas lazely ovitme from En;_-lamI‘ Wore a preity
crerue diess with & bunch eof nee~ and leas e np the ~houalder :
the Mi~cex Tolhurst wore white «reww with pPretty saches

own
mat+h.

Ruey.

AUCKLAND.

Mav 30
My Dese Friesp,

We were favorred with glorions wearher
for the ueen™~ Hirthdar. and ale on the followinge Mon-
day, which wa: ohetrvesl a2 & cliee boliiay. Tt is oew
rather late in the seaswn fur moch natdewir enjorment. but
nevertheless I noticesl that the vanous excamion seaizer
were very well patronised, Lake Takapuna, Naath Shone,
st Helier's Bay., Northevte, and  Lirkenhead Apparently
teing the favourite resurta for pleasure-eher~. The
Winter Meeting of the Takapuna -luekey lub was the
only amuzewment advertiwsl for the day. The attendance
wa~ & larye and fashionalble vire. )

The Kemuera mxial, Literary. anid Musical Sesciety helbl
the Lirst meeting of the wa~mn on Thutwiny evening. i
AMoont Hideon Hall, aml, a~ is usval with thee eninvahle
reunigns, the buililing was ceriadfed 1odte nineet canacity.
The chair mae accnpied by Mr Jusgice Conally, wlo ina
few woni~ intnelucwd the varions performer< Un
nately,  uwing  to & family  lereasement. the pre-
valent complaint, ‘' la  uAppe. and other  catieee,
no lexs  than  nine  apalnsies  were  mecvived  on
Thar«lay by the mcretary  from friemd- who  hal
i-rh’ll.ul.-t‘-l thelr a~sistance for the NN entertainment.
However, an excellent. altm~t impromptu, prograicme wan
gooe thruugh, mewbers et willingly coming forw and with




