
New Zealand Society Gossip.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee,

At the beginning of this month some weather

prophet gave it out we were going to have an
• Indian

summer." or second summer as they have there, but alas : it

did not eome. as many other prognostications are never ful-

filled, and we are fairly launched into winter of the old-

fashioned sort —cold sleety showers : then theclouds will all

huddle themselves in a cornerof the sky. the sun shine out

so bright and warm, and you are sureit is all over, no more

to follow, so you think you will have a good walk and get

warm and cheerful again. You get about half an hour

away from the house and the rain comes down. Eugh :
Tableau. Have you ever seen a fowl walking in the rain f

That describes everything.
There is one good thing about it gardeners can do their

planting: they say they have been waiting for this, and the

Huntsmen will' find the ground soft enough tofall on. There

were several meets last week, a bye day or two. and on

Saturday a good meeting, in -pile of the weather, at Mr F.

< >verton s. Leeston. who wa- most kind and hospitable. pro-

viding a splendid luncheon.

The ' Pack of Cards ' which played whist so successfully
under Mr ' • Brien Hoare’s guidance and the ten emergen-

cies were entertained at a dance in Hobb's buildings on

Thursdaynight. Each girl sent the name ofa gentleman
under cover to Mr Hoare. Now I should have liked to have

been in the secret and helped to open them : Well, it was

a very jolly dance. The girls all wore their whist dresses

and the marshals theirs, which must have been rather un-

comfortably tight for dancing. There was a littlesore feel-

ing amongst the gentlemen, caused by some of them not

being what Dick in • Little Lord Fauntleroy ’ called
• straight.' It was agree.: not to have programmes, but all
kinds of devices were resorted to by most of them to secure

the [ortner they wished for. only about half-a-dozen keep-
ing to the original arrangement, and they found themselves

quite out of it. at which they were very angry, and justly
so. I like people who are

‘ straight ‘ myself.
Bishop Juliusis still being • welcomed.' Every parish is

having a social meeting, where he and Mrs Julias are intro-
duced to theirparishioners, and songs and light refreshments,
with abouquet for Mrs Julius, are part of the entertainment.

There is just one thing I don't understand atom it, and
when it comes to ourparish I hope it will not happen, and

that is charging eighteen pence admission. The ladies give
the light refreshments, so why charge and keep out the poor

parishioner who has to study every sixpence t No doubt in

2C<DO this will all be rectified : they are going to manage
things in a very different way. I have not seen yet how the

Sundays are disposed of then, but there is no question of

equality.
A wedding took place at St. Mark’s. Opawa, last Thurs--

■lav. which created great interest in the district, many

going from town to -ee it. The bride «a.~ Miss Gertrude
Mary Reeves, third daughter of the Hon. NV. Reeves, of

Risingholme, and the bridegroom Mr James Stevens Thom-

son,of Plymiard Park. Cheshire, but at present living at the
Waimea Plains. Southland. Mr Bell and Mr Bunn acted
as groomsmen; they are also from the Waimea Plains. The
bridesmaids were her sister Miss Nellie Reeves . Miss

Robison, and her little niece > daughterof Mr N. P. Reeves
.

The church was beautifully decorated with white chrysan-
themums and variegated periwinkle and green leaves. The

Ven. Archdeacon Cholmondeley performed the ceremony.
There was full choral service. Mr L_ Cane, the organist,
presiding. The bride wore a very tasteful but unassuming
costume of soft white silk, with handsome broehe side
t«anelsand folds on the bodiee. the dress being made with-
out a train : a handsome Honiton lace veil fell over all.

being fastened to her hair by a lovely ;«ear! spray, a gift of
the bridegroom. She carried a lovely bouquet with long
ribbon streamers. The bridesmaids wore simply-made
creme serge dresses, with trimmings of turquoise Hue. long
moire sashes to match, crinoline boat-shaped hats with soft
crowns of blue, and white feathers in front : white bouquets
with long blue ribbons. The little girl looked sweet in pale
pink. Mrs Reeves .mother of the bride wore a shot silk of

blue and crimson, bonnet to match, seal mantle, bouquet of
whitecrysanthemums and scarlet geraniums : Miss Reeves,

a very becoming dark green costume. bonnet trimmed with

buttercups, bouquet of yellow erysanthemums: Mrs N. P.

Reeves' gown was of terracotta and black, stylishly made,

hat to match; Mrs Robison wore abrown and white check
tweed, sealette mantle, brownish bonnet with orange wing :

Miss G. Robison, ared brown dress, hat trimmed to match :

Mrs Greenwood, grey dress, black velvet bonnet with grey
feathers : Mrs Harley, petunia velvet gown, bonnet to

match : Mrs Murray-Aynsley. a black dress and brown
onnet: Miss Murray-Aynsley. brown tweed dress, straw-

hat with vieux rose trimming ofa dark shade : her sister, a

green *iress-
felt hat to match with grey wings : Mrs A.

• Hlivier, navy blue gown. small round hat with p<ale blue
wing : also among the guests I saw Mrs T. NV. Maude. Mrs
T. M. Hassal and Mrs F. M. Robinson- Nearly all carried
bouquets of crysanthemuni-. and a number of the

gentiemen wore wedding favours, so I suppose the
old fashion is coming in again. The brides travelling
dress was brown cloth, with a lining of crimson silk showring
here and there, brown silk vest, the revers of the crimson :
ait->gether it was a very pretty combination : hat tomatch.
The wedding presents were, some of them, very handsome,
including several from the bridegroom.

The latest engagement is Mrs J. L. Coster and Mr Secretan.
They evidently approve of the married state, as both have
tried it before.

Miln and his Shaksperian comp-any occupy the Theatre
Koval for a three weeks' season. Our old friend Mr toilet
Dobson i* amongst them, and ha- made great strides in his
art, I believe. I hope to seehow he shines after five years.

Dolly Vale.

May 29-

DUNEDIN.

May 27.
Dear Maude.

Mis* Alive farewell benefit
concert came off on Friday night in the Garrison Hall.
* Little Lord Fauntleroy opening the *aiue evening at the
theatre materially affected the house, but not the concert,
which was one of the best held in Dunedin for year*. This
is great praise considering the Exhibition series, including
Santley* concerts, are included in the remark. Not
only was Miss Wooldridge herself in magnificent
voice, but she wa* supported by some of our best
artists. Mr Bath wa.* musical director, a position which
he ha.* so long filled in Dunedin to rhe great pleasure
of all those who come within hisrange. His accompaniment
i* always *o soft and expressive, and the soloists always
hail his presence at the piano with delight. Mr Bath and
Mr Timson opened the concert by playing a piano duet.
‘ The ladies who assisted Mi*s XVooldridge were Mrs
Murphyand Miss Ro*e Blaney. Mrs Murphv sang in her

very best style, while Miss Blaney brought down the

house with * Nea. This young lady has a grand
musical future before her if she receives a professional
education. She is only eighteen, but she has a glorious-
voice, and

-

sings a* easily as a bird. There is no

effort or facial contortions, and it will be a thousand pities
if she is not able to use to the utm»j«*t her gin. A good
voice is a great gift, yet some of those who possess it do not

appreciate it a* they should, especially among men. The

folly life of singers goes very much against the voice. But.
to return to the concert. The gentlemen vocalists
were Messrs Den*em. Smith. Rennat, Young, and Embers.
M’ <ang • of My Heart ’ splendidly, his deep
rich voice showing to great advantage. The stage wa.*

prettily decorated with pot plants, and several bouquets
were handed to the lady •luring rhe evening. She leaves by
rhe Arawa next week for England.

The Savage Club had their first meeting ia*r night. It
wa.* not a ladies’ meeting : that will eome later on.

* Little Lord Fauntleroy ’ has. of course, been drawing
crowded hou.*es. Perhap* it was bearing *o much about it.
but I did Dot care for it quite-somuch as I thought I should.
The child calling its mother * dearest ’ does not **>und to me

as sweet as
- mother.’ but the authoress declares it wa* a

way of the child s own. That dear old word, mother, will
never be beaten. La grippe laid in for the company. and
on Saturday night the leading lady was so hoarse as to l«e
scarcely audible, and on Sunday the agent was running
about looking for some one to take her part.
No one. however. being forthcoming, the pro-
gramme was the same, although Miss Winthrop was

evidently suffering. Several others of the company are feel-
ing the sickness, and a good many coughs interrupt the

play.
The Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show was held on

Thursday. There was a splendid display of fruit, and the

chrysanthemums were gorgeous in endless variety and
shades. Most people love a dower show, and there are so

few private entertainments just n*»w that people are glad to

g»> anywhere.
Richie gave anentertainment one evening last week,

at which there wereprivate theatricals. With the exception
of this there has been nothing at all socially.

Nothing is heard here of the rink this winter. The craze

for it *eems quite to have died out.although I believe in
England winter it was all rhe rage. We generally
follow the fashion that is set at Home, but in this instance
New Zealand ha* venture*! to go its own way. What the
girls will do for excitement during the winter I do notknow :
they will reduced to keeping house.

The Hon. Mrs Reynolds takes a great interest in the
Kindergarten, and ha* from time to time got up concerts.

» me takes place to-night, a number of ladies taking part in
it- I shall have more to say about it in my next letter.

The weather is cold and wintry, and -not to be depended
noon* as the visitors used to say when they were here.

There is eveiy prospect of a wet winter, a fact that will r«e

hailed with delight by farmers, who complained last *eason

that it was far toodry.
Messrs Bath and Schacht have started a series of chamber

concert* for Saturday evenings. The music is of a very
good character, as it is sure to be if presided over by Mr
Bath. He is a great favourite among musical people.

*

Rvby.

WELLINGTON.

May 30.

Dear Jexme.
Government House no longer looks the de-

serted mansion that it lias for the last few months, for Lord
and La*iv «»nslow have now returned, and are comf«»rtably
*ettied down. I hear, for the winter. The Ladies Ik»n»thv
and iGwendoline ’ »n*low are at present living at Lowry Bay
a pretty little place across our harbour . where they have

often vi*ite»i before.

Lady ' »nslow held her fir*t afternoon reception la*t
Monday fn»m four to ha]f-pa.*t five o’clock. It turned out a

very dull, odd day, but nevertheless a very large gathering
assembled, and very brilliant indeed did the large and hand-
*ome look, filled, as they were, with ail the

youth, beauty and fashion of Wellington. The rooms were

prettily decorated with a numler of hot-house plant.* in
artistically-draped |«ots. and the lovely chysanthemum*
about the room were much admired. The C ountess looked
exceptionally well in a rich dull black silk gown, verv

plainlv made, and quite devoid of trimming of anv kind,
and her only ornaments were tw.. magnificent diam«»n«i
brooches fa*tene»i at the thn»at. and a number «»f jewelled
ring*.

Tea «a.- serxetl in the dining-room, which wa.. well
[atronised the afternoon, and altogether it wa- a
very plea.-ant arfair. the Groernor and Mr Waln.nJ al.,
being there helping La.iy < •n-h.w to entertain her viaftom.

Some ot the dre-.~e-worn were very handsome, but I am
— ’try to say they were n*»t -on to advantage, for althoughthe ga.- was lit there was not a good light, and m.et ~'t them
were quite b«-t- I noticed Lady Buller and her daughter,
who have ju-t arrive.! from England, the former weann- a
handsome black gown |>rofu-ely trimmed with jet. and'the
latter a tight-fitting 'lark taii<«r-ma<ie dnes*. vita a tinv Hat
stringless bonnet. Mrs Irani wore a rich looking
Wack costume, and her daughter wore an effective
combination of sage green and favm. with a -mall
brown -tra» hat trimmed with -hot ribbon. Mi—
M eW>, of the Hutt, a recent arrival from Ireland, looked
very -tvlish in a handsome fawn-s

-
■

trimmed with braided lace, and a 1.-nnet to match
Nir- NV . H. Levin wore a long -ea:-kin jacket and a U>nnet
ot checked nbbon. and Mr- Dr. ' ollin- looked well in v

plainly-made navy blue costume and blue tulle hat. Mrw
(Dr.) Grace wore a hat with feather- to match her dark
■ire—. ; Mr- II: : ; H ::r w ;<~ dr——: in ': v x ■
and watered silk, with a large black hat with
teathera. Mi— I'aptain Ru—ell wore a navy blue.ire
and a |>aje grey t-oat—hape hat trinit: ed with ■rev ar..; w ire

7i
Wm*»*»»'*• -Mi* Cooper also wore a Hue cv-tnme.

' ?own WiV ' terra-cotta braidei with black, and
Mis* U ihord * Hun brown, and plush jacket with
lapel*. Mrs Melville wore a very prett v blue and grev wing
linnet with a blue and grey gown : Mr- Dr. Henrv. brow ntrimmed with fawn and brown -atin : Mrs G. Knight, a
wine e.loure.i dress, and bonnet to match with feathers;
Mrs J. 5i M. Thompson, a handsome tight-fitting shawl
pattern eb-ak. with long <qen sleeves falling to the hem ;
Mrs Dr. (rillon. a fawn costume, with cape and l»w.net
to match. Amongst others there were Nirs To’b"G
Mr- Parfitt. Mr- Gore. Mr- . Mrs Menteath. Mm
Tanner Chnstchureh*. Miss L. Krull Wanganui . Mi—
Handing, the M;—e- Richardson, but I realiv could, not ~ee
what they vvore. or who else was there.

It i- rumoured that there will be no Birthday ball but
that the Governor will give one in the beginning of the
session. The young people are natnrallv v erv disaptv>inted
e-pectaoy a- there are several young ladies who tad quite
made up their minds to make their -ifbut on the yueen -

Birthday. Another rumour-avs that one of our Minister's
wives will shortly issue invitations for a large fanev dre—-
ball. From what I have heard in various quarters l anc.-i
P«te a very gay session for the young people, a: anvratea-
I think most of the dances will be private and -mall 1
■lave al--> beard of numlers of young ladies who intend visit-
ing Wellington during the session, so I hope for their -akes
that it will be more lively than last year.Mrs Coleridge gave a very pleasant afternoon tea la-t
>atumay. which was largely attended. The hostess wore ablaek merveilleux gown trimmed with jet. and Nirs W errv
looked very well in a black satin gown slightly trained and
tnmniM with jet beads, and a small lace mantle and a be-
coming pure wane bonnet with feathers. Mrs R Pharazyn
Mr- Medley. and others were also there.

I must tell you something about Mrs Tolhurst > bail before
I close, for it was one of the nicest we have had for
a long time. It took place last night at Mr- Swanson - new
schoolroom in Fitzherbert Terrace, which was beautifully
decorated tor the occasion, and Nir- Tolhurst proved an ex
cellent hostess, so that the affair was most enjoyable. <me
or two of the dresses were lovely, the Misses l.race
ootn looking well—one in pile pink and one in white.
Miss Buller also looked well in a handsome black fancy net
relieve,! with deep crimson colour, and Miss Webb Hurt
and Miss Brandon bothwore vervstrikinggowns. < urioudv
enough they were almost exactly alike, made in Direvtoire
rashion. of a lovely -hade between [vale blue and green and
pale pink, the combination leing very effective, made a- thev
were, with long bands of pink from’the shoulder to ”th«»em
•,t the dress. Miss Captain Russell and Miss Irani nkh
"-ore beautiful pure white gowns, and Mi— Elfie Willianlk
also wore white, made very prettily with laree puffed - ev . -
Mi-s Willi- wore black. Mi-s ('..qe-r pink. Miss Barron
ennison.am: Miss Elhott white net with large blue moire
-asn rhe Misses Harding. Hart. NVorgan. Morrah. Mr
Nvalrond, and many other- "ere also present. Mi—
Tolhurst, who has lately eome from England, wore a prettv
ereme dies- " ith a bunch of rose- and leave, upthe -boulder;
the Mi—es Tolhurst w..re white dre—■- "ith pretty -a-hes. '

Rvby.

AUCKLAND.

NJ »v 30
My Dear Friend,

NN e were favoured with glorious weather
for the ijmeen - Birthday, and al-, on the following Mon
day. which was observe! as a close holiday. It i- now

rather late in the season for much out-door enjovtnent. but
nevertheless 1 noticed that the various excursion steamer-
were very well patronLse.l, Lake Takapuna. North Shore.
>t. Heliers Bay. Northcote, and Birkenhead apparently
ieing the favourite resorts for plea-ure -eeker-. Ti e
Winter Meeting of the Takapuna Jockey ' lub wa- the
only amusement adverti-ed for the day. 'The attendance
wa- a large and fashionable one.

The Remuera Social, Literary , and Mu-ical Society held
the first meeting of the -ea-on on Thursday evening.'in the
Mount Hobeon Hall, and, a- is usual with the—* enjoyable
reunions, the building was crowded to it- utn o-t . asacitv.
The chair wa- occupies! l.y Nir Justice Conolly, who in ‘a
few word- introduced the' various |e-rfonner-.' I nfortu*
nately, owing to a family bereavement, the pre-valent complaint. •La gnppe.' and other cau-e-.
no less than nine ap.h-gi.-s were receive.! <.ii
Thur-lay by the secretary from friend- who has!
promi-e.l their assistance for the opening entertainment.
However, an excellent, almo-t impromptu, programme was

gone through, member- m.ot willingly coming forward with
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