THE DRESSMAKING ART

CUT AMD FIT COWNS.

PRACTICAL LESSONS IN NOW T0

THE SECOND OF A SERIES OF INSTRL{TIVE ARTICLES
ON DRESSMAKING.

SKIRT3.

% thie instroctivo in drescmaking is in-
tended for the moviee, our 611 mdvice
is, learn to wew. If possible the
student in dressmaking shonld rive
her wervices in & workroom for s
woek or a month. Une week would be
invaluable to an iotelligent young
woman, amd in that time she eounld

acvjmire 3 practical knowledge of the st not to be ohtained

in u year's reading. .

In the suppomtion of rudimentary knowledge the necessity
for & sewing-room is as imperative for the succes of the
dressmaker as & Kiteher. for the cook or a stadio for an
artist. Yoo want a machine oiled, cleaned and in good
arler : = table or cutting board at lemed 5 feet lony and 3
icet wide ; & pair of shears desipned for cutting purjrses ;
an inch-messure; & wire figure; & mirror; a foot-rest ;
A press-board, smch as tailors mae for ]
lesns; » fat iiom and some means of heating v and
woonl Tight. - The best mirror is an easel *g!asa. A cheaper
article ix the purchase of 2 German plate, four or five feet by
eighteen or twemnt imches, framed in an intl‘}n!mkmd
llang resting om floor.  If your will not ablow
thix. take any ondinary looking-gmes and stand it up on the
flonr 30 a8 to eatisfy if in regand to thes hang of the
<kir and the genmr:g':td the tnmminx.  You know
better than maybody elre what you want, and an you sre
uing L0 wear t{le garment it should be in harmony with
vourself. The gewn and tlre wearer at nddx means dizeord.

Sajtable is beaatifol, and unless yoo are pleased you cannot .

lenid 30 it the life and inflw of yonr p ity, which

wecall taste .

.—\"imﬁgure'umr_rnneful.-mthe frame can le adjosted

to any hip measurement and the drapery applied withoat the
perplexing ard barassing inconvenience of patling oa and
Iak‘lng‘]ﬁ_lh drees during the process of eonstruction.
Except for gathering, the short needles known in trade as
betweens are than =h Tailors mever use any-
thing else; they alao prefer the open thimble ; they nse
short lei threuf; they are careful o baste every-
thi in mothing ;. no seam ever gues unpressed, zod
h-iung the bl;x and neatest sewers in the world their method=
are worthy of imilation, i

Doat try o work with crumpled material. Get an iron
and press ont the lining or dress puwwds ; if the latter, have a
cluth under the iron to avoid gloss. :

Ant now to make a skirt, which, by the way, is & com-
jusite atfair, consisting of the foundation, the listle skirt
And the drapery.

=HOWING SKIRT FOUNDATION WITH SLASHED HEM.
Here are the dimen~ions for' a fa<hionable skirt by which
Any one can cut it -

Cntire wilth, mand the ottom, 84 inches: length of
front and side gorey, 42 inches; lemmih of back gore, 43
inches

Lay the Freach eambric on the tahle doulde, and with
tape measure and chalk mark off the front pore 8 inches at
the top anid 10 at the bottom. The first wores shooid be
8 inches wile at the top and 11 at the bottom ; the second
*et 6 inches above and 9 below, and the back a =traight
breasdth 43 inchen long and 24 wiile.

Dun't tear any kind of eloth.  Use n meamure and tailor's
chalk and cat in the chalk-line. Dun't be afrail to haste ;
it will save the novice a workl of tronble.  Never try to cat
or baste in your tap. It is the ] ‘s method. Spread
the cloth on the . nbe weights if necesary to hold it in
place and work Like » draoght«man or & merchant tailor,
A nx:lunﬁf_hu;i.l out of pl in a wmewing-ronm. If yon
mast rock it will be better to lay aside the mewing. It in w0
this rocking-chair, lap-cutting system employed hy wo many
-lumenn_c meamatrewees that sweet tempers and pretty toileis
are sacrificed. Too much canoot be said on the suhject of

neatoee.  Hare the miachine ciean : Yeirin w sritch op (Te
eaus at the butrom ; tie 1he threals if there is (langer of
rippinye and cat off all ends. Dunblestitch the seams, fr
rirenyrth a8 well ax neatness. Have a care alumt holding
the work : slowt stretch biss edges amd never mew with the
cluth wrapped about the forefimper, 1 hahit contracted in
duil+<lays which wime sewers never cutgniw.

When the <eams are stitched pat on the casingm. which
shoull be made of eambrie, for the reed and draw-siring,
Have the strija one inch wide and thirty inches long to cuver
the whaule hark breadth and balf the side yore ; if more of
the skirt is gathered it will be tno tight for eare in walking.
The lirt casing is for the elastic and shoull be placed
thirteen inches from the 1op; the second, fur the extender.
place eight inchex below the bra.  Many drecsmakers omit
the reed. mpni both casings with rubber, Lut if the
material ha: weight and the dress i intended for the street
;lne steel i3 devirnble, s it holls the skirt out frum the

eer.

A thirteen-inch steel is hardly perveptible and the graceful
effect produced is not easily l.ulrs in any other way.
Use tape nt the ends of both casings to tie or draw back

the gathem
The pocket in and the slit facel in the back, ent a piece
of enex-har crinaline =ix mehes wide and baste roamd the

inside of the akirt; on this lay a piece of the good< the
=ame whith, tnrming the ed: wver the crinoline, In the

SKIET AND LITTLE SKIRT.

rigght ~ide mste another piece of the dress nmterial the aame
width as the other.  Une row of stizching wall saflice, aud
when tinixhed yon will have a very neatly 1aced skirt alike
on both sidex.  If the material ix cloth, heavy woullen or
delicate silk, n-e cashmere or alpaca for the inside facing,
buot have it the snwe coloar as the goods

If the three applie] pieces are well hasterl the alees will
he even, but before paiting on the braid lay the skirt un the
table folded down the front gore so that the wams come
together. Pare off the butrom edye straizht aml then put
on the braid, beginning in the middie of the back.  Beiore
u~ing dip it in codd water and Jdry it. This will prevent it
from shrinking or drawing ap on the skirt. Baste it ponnd
the facing one-eighth of an inch from the bottom and atitch
in the basting thread. LUnles= the fnt of the skirt i
slazhed at the foot it will pull in wailking. Tu get this
srring or freedomw twoor three Vs are put in the front sore ;
if three, one in the centre and one at each end : if two,
which for lizht-weight dres~es are sufficient, have them aver
the feet, eirlit inches apart, and three inches hizh. [Wn't
cat inte the facing before stitchiog on the braid, for if vuu
do you will bave tronble, as the cloth will slip, anlexx
sou are skilfu] the operings will be clumsily tinishedl
Ba-re and stitch the brawl on till you come to the front gore,
and when within fonr inches of the middle ran the binding
up on a four-inch slant and down sgain to complete the A
or angle

Eizht inches further along fashion anctlier caret and don't
cut the cloth away nntil you are ready to fell on the beail.
The turm-over-roumi braid wears letter than the Har
armangement.  Use strony threml and a little wax to keep
it from nipping.

The braiul . the fonmlation, a« shown in the first eot, is
remiy for the littie ~kirt, which is nuthing more than a deep
ruffle or plaiting put onto hilie the hning in case the drapery
fies up.

111 llll; material is delicate amd airy, wake the little skire
knee doep ; if of eashmere weight, an eirht-inch rafle, aboot
forty inchies wider than the aY;irt. will softice. Thix shurt
skirt, if made with a two-inch hem, stiffened witl crinoline
and Ginished with five ur 3ix rowx of nachine stitching, will
form a pleasing aml simple relief for the drapery. tn the
secomd cut the skirt i« shown with the lictle skirt and the
draw-rtring- ready for the Jdrmpery.

Fuor the averare woman & 42-inch skirt will allow a amali
hem at the 1o althengh it is not advisabie to have it mwoze
than balf an inch, Tow many yatherz aboat the wai-t mar
the 6it of the hmln!-

In fitting the skirt abnat the hipa the fiymre will soygrest
the width of the .larta.  Ordinarily the oupe in the frunt
placesl in the centre of the pore is three-yuartem of an inch
wide, sarrowed to the deplh of foor inclies.  Stitch the side
ones three inches from the firet and the saine depth to give
the necesnary spring over the hipe. Three inches back lay
three plaits, one ioch wide, and yather the rest of the lining
with two rows of shirring,  Mea~are the hand, allowing an
inch at the ends to turn in for the hook and eve, Tack the
eentre of the akirt and belt together and mew by hand.
Machine work, while stronger, in slifficalt to np if altern-
tiona are nesdal.  {’lunisiness can and should avoided,
When fpished press with s hot iron.  The novice has pre.
snmably triesl on the skirt and, satisfel . it hangs weil,
is perieetly even and esay, the work of draping it can beyin,
sl also the comborting thoughs shat all in well.
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Amnl mow for the drapers.  If the material i~ Hfty mx
inches wide funr hreadths will be needel. If rashmere i
used Bre will he required, thrve in the back aml one for the
front, Cut tiem straight, the three back ones 26 inche-
long s the front 54 inchee, whicl provides fur sunie jrrace-
ful anangementa aboot the ides.  Stitch the sl pres
the wemms fas aml tam up the bottom with & three-inch
hess.  This hem ran he stiffene] with erinoline and -titchel
in rows of plain or colonred silks or masie up soft and felled.
tiather the hack into a six inch thread. run & ~econii threal
three quariers of an inch below the firnt aml pin the slrapery
to the hmd of the ~kirt.

The drapery aml skirt Loukd be even at the tmrvim.
Here aml there place & pin to cuonect the two and dran the
frunt ap at the side in one or twa plaits, or to Iwth hip in
sonie gracein! gathers.  [f you have a wire ligare this will
be an ea-v matter. 1f you laven't that convenience =tand
in front of the glas and play with the pins anldrajery
nntil you yet an armnyement sulliciently artistic to pease
your fancy. sm tarn down half an inch at the twlt anl
Toup up the fnlmes at the side you will have a very tasteful
effect.  {n ~titchiny the drapers lay it on the band of the
skirt anil oover the ~wing with a piece of mllion or hraidd.
%o much fur the construction of the skitt. which ix the lasi
on which ail dreas wie sh=ipgned. The rest is vrnamental
and ma-t e an expression for the taste of the wearer. In:
namershle nvenues are open to the povice for bleas .

Fushion plates are inexpensive anid so adniirable in print
an ! detaal that each will be a sngyrestive as well as a modet
tn the domextic modiste.  Every shop of importance deviotes
une dax in each weazon to an opening. to which the world s
welcutie anel at liberty to plunder and burrow and appro-

riste ideas. [t may interest the reader whoee means are
rimi:al to know that the muet ladrlike costumen jor che
strret are mate after the manner described withomt a rarticle
af devuration further than macbine =titching:. .

While there ix an indetinable charm atmut the arment. it
helnmyrs to the woman it comes fruw ler manner of walk-
ing, standing or weariny it.  Therein = the suceess of the
=kitt. We are all conseivns of onr personal defects.  Tf
they canbut be eorrected, st least let them be covernsd,  IF
the pewcture is suek that the stemach grotrudesand the back
hollivw s, conceal the fact by making the <kirt severnl inche~
lungzer in front than in the lack. Women with fat hack~
should never make the skirt rounit ; alluw for an inch fall at
the back. anl when the dress settles it will be =traizht
sendents of physical canlinre apd profesaional clotiner- are
well aware (Rat people who walk on their heels measore
lewss in the Lack than they do in front from the Lelt down.

Althungh very stylish just’at pre~ent, plaids are more ex-
pen<ive ami more difficalt to make than plain meeuds or 2mall
At the seara it is necesary to match the blocks,

fiovres. T i .
whethier nsed on the straiplit or hids of the eloch. Jo s
equally dithicult 1o bandle wide stripes and 1ncel pat-

terns. desigms, by the way, intemled anly for tall, thin
wumen o

DRAPED WALKING SEIRT.

Before leaving the subject the inexperienced ifressinaker
iz warned apain.t attempting ton wuch.  When your beyin
the skirt make it as well as you can aml with atl res~onable
speed.  Very often the work ddrags until the tinish wear
from the cloth and the pride of the owner gives place to di--
like any discourazement.  The ta<k hegun. complete i1, hat
whatever the tine cousuined. attemspt uothing elw. It i~
eary to anderstand the ditticzlty of mastering a wii-t, hut
there shonkl be nu uietacles in the way of a skirtmaker.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Two I'ari-ian noveltiex for the lenetit of the Urivani-t
Indlien are callel, respuectively. the CAagerase gonclls and the
Fled Lonacrif. The honnet sugrests the ~hape of the
moldier’s provision-bowl, while the *Hot ™ i~ a bnneh of tri-
coleured streamer+. which can be attaciied to the “lhoulder
of & bull dress, or warn at the thnat ot a higzh heelice.

Braided jarkets sleevelese) and headed zonaves & wort of
cape of bemds reaching to within foar inclies of the waise,
and twn or more nn the shoulders) are much warn.  They
are nisale of jet. or erystal and peasl.

LA GRIFIME

“tiive it not to me,” she smid :
“Wonld you wee your darling deml *
Leave tiie hou-e then -vanish—skip !
Ere [ take from you the gripp.’
Then her father, olid and grim.

Net the bull-dog on e hin.

Iall-dog minote him thigh amt hip
Even diqes can give the gripr.



