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Insurance Society.

Amount Insured - £350,000,000
Losses Paid - -  £13,000,000

L.D.NATHAN « Co.

CHIEFP AGENTS FOR THE
FPROVINCIAL DISTRICTS OF AUCKLAND
ARD TARANAKT,

Shortland Street, AUCKLAND.

THROAT-EASE

~OREATH PERFUME.

Ny

ABLE TO SINGEF

& SPEAKERS.

S()l(l E k‘.l'ykk'l](‘l'(-,‘
€D per packet

W. THOMASB.

Telsphone 713. B. THOMAS.

W. THOMA

MONUMENTAL WORKS

Corger Victoria and Lorne Street E,

AUCKLAND.

e C,——? N

WE MANUFACTURE AND IMPORT

To any design, Monuments, Tombs, Crosses, Tablets, Baptismal Fouts, Water
Fountains, Garden Vases and Pedestals.

DESICHS AND ESTIMATES ON APPLICATION.
RESTORATICN OF

NEW PATTEANS IN IRON RAILINCS.
OLD WORK UNDERTAKEN.

BYCROFT, Ltd.

TULIP and SNOWDRIFT

ALBO ALL KINDS OF
FPLaiN anp Fancy BliscuITs.

MANUFACTURERS or

W t the AUCKLAND EXHIBITION for TULIPF
PIB;{SUR:\T‘:&R Gold Medal mnd Special Mantlon.

FIRST AtVARD for SNOWDRIF i FLOUR, nl30 for WHEAT-
MEAL.

FIRST AWARD for BISCUITS, with Special Mention for
Unifarmity and Execallance of Quality.

BRANDS oF

Flour, Wheatmeal, Porridge Meal

Self-raising Flour. .. ...

CITY FLOUR MILLS, Shortland St.

JAMES HUME,
Managor.

OUR SUPPLEMENT

TIHE XATIVE FLORA OF
NEW ZEALAND.

HE

coloured  Supplement  issped
with this Christatas number of

the “Graphic” claims some special
natice on accoymt hoth of the in-
terest of the subject and the value
of the piclure as an artistic pro-
duction. It is the first cccasion
on which the floral branties of
Maoriland have been reproduced
in this form.  Never hojure has
there been an attempt to delineate
int their nawural hues so many of
our native flowers in one picture;
and the reproductions which have
appeared have, as a rule, been crude and imperfect
eflorts. In the very few instances of first-class repro-
ductions the cost of the pictures has put them quite
out of the reach of all but wealthy purchasers,

For the henefit nf thase who are not acquainted with
the flora of New Zealand. a shart account of the
flowers in the picture will not be out of place.

Commencing with the most praminent, we have the
white flower (27) “Tawhara.” or Kie kie (Freycinetia
Banksii), the inner leaves and spike of which are of a
thick white juicy substance, edible, and mach estecmed
by the natives. It Howers in November., Inthe centre of
the groun (14) is the bloom of 1he Rata-piki (Metro-
sideros Florida). The colour varies from scarlet to
vellow, and flowers in avtumn, while the other ratas
Hower in sprine. Near this. on the right. is (15) the
Pohmtukawa (Metrosideros Tomentesa), which grows
in the North Tsland, principally along the coast from
Auckland 1o the North Cape. It is ealled the Christ-
mas tree in Auckland, becatise it Howers at that sencean.
A little above is is (13) the New Zealand scaret
mistletoe,  “Pirita™ (Loranthos  Colensoi).  Under-
neath is (16) the sub-alpine plant “Gentian”™ (Gentinana
Pleurogynoides), with its  beautifl white bell-like
flowers. It blooms in February, Next the top is
(6 and 8) a large bunch of white spiked flowers. This
is the White Rata (Metrosideros albiflera), Tt
is ¢confined to the northern parts of the North Island.
and is often seen growing on the lower portions of
the trunk of the kauri pine. Ahbout the centre at the
top of the colleetion is (§) a large spike of vellow
flowers with broad grass-like leaves.” This is the
Anthericum Hookerii, which erows on Mt Egmont.
and flowers in Derember. The fine, large liead of
vellow flowers, with their wenaith of foliage, on the
extreme right (@) is the Senccio Finntii. It grows in
the Chatham Islands, and Aowers in Februarv. The
large white Aower on the left of the group (29) is 1he
Mountain, or Shepherd's Eily (Ranunculus Lyallii}.
It is an alpine plant. confined to the Middle Island,
generally growing at an altitude of about 3.000 feet,
and flawers in January. A little ahnve is (3) the sprav
of purple flowers Olearin Semidentata. a graceful,
shrubby plant, a native of the Chathain Islands, On
the left of the bowl is (32) the wild clematis. Pua-
whananga (Clematis Indivisa), which flowers in QOec-
tober. In the right, with iis fern-like foliage is (24
and 23) “Nikau” palm (Areca Sapida). It has lovely
lilae_droopiig flowers, and is used by the Maoris for
roofing their huts.. Tt flowers in March. Near the
Lowl, ip the centre of the group, is (23) the scarlet
"Kowhai-nputu-kaka,” or parrot's bill (Clianthus
Punicens). It is peculiar te the North Island. and
was alluded to by Sir J. D. Hooker as one of the
mast bendiful plints known,  Alongside it is (22) the
vellow Kowhai (Sophora Tetraptera). This nlant h-s
peculiar medicinal qualities. On the lelt of the Lowl.
over the Maanri head, is (20) the large smoath-leayve!
“Karaka" (Corynocarpus Lacvicatnd. Tt blessoms in
October, but it is seen at i1s best in February, when the
trees are laden with  tempting-looking  fruit. which
the natives gather and nse as an article of faod.
Coming to the smaller flowers of the proup, we have
(1Y the T.aoptospermam  seopariom.  known to the
natives as “Manuka” and to the colomists as ti-trec:
and  (17) the landsome  purple berries  «f  the
“Mahone” (Melicvius Ramiflorus).  The sma!l leal and
fruit (11) is the “Rama Rama" (Myrtus Rul'ata): and
next to it (7} the “Rahutu” (Mvyrtus obeordata). There
is also (39 & representation of the “Maire Tawhake™
(Fugenia Maire), with its red herries, and (12} the
“Tawhera,” or “Kamai” (Weinmanninp  Racemasal.
with its white spiral bloam. Drooaping ever the how!
is {x4) the purple "Tupakihi” { Coriaria Ruscifolia), and
in the centre of the pictiure is (211 the laree purnle
Fruit of the "Tawa™ (Nesodaphne Tawa), The other
small  flowers  renresented  are tne “Geraninm
Traversii”  the “Kara” (Tirtisnorum Crassi-
folium), the small vellow fowee £28) "Kovata™ (Germ
Urbanum), and (26) the New Zealand fchsia {Fuchsiy
Procumbens).  The hackeround camnrises a selection
of New Zealand ferns, and the growis of Aowers is
contained in a “Kumete,” or carved wouden Maori
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