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,JHE MERCER REGATTA, B

. 6PORTS ON THE -WAIKATO. .

F. W. Lang, M H.IL
Presldent—Mahuta.  Executive Commirs
tae—Messrs M. Gallery, C. T. FEidwards,
T. E. Hatlecr, 8. Hunter., H. Hodge, D.
C. Bhetheld, Ngawharay, Poutapu, Wi
Mall, and P. Maxwell.  Judge of Canoe
Races—dr BheMeld. Judge of
Rowing Races—Mr Walter Janes, Hlarter
and LUmplre of Cunoe Roces: Mr M. Gal-

Patron — Mr

lery, Harter and Umplre of Rowing
‘Rocea—Mr F. W, Edwarda. on. Bec.
T. Edwarda.

and Treasurer—Mr C.

“The Mercer annual regatta, which
Lins beena 5o popnlar in past years, apd-
which was revived successfully lsat .
¥ear, was again held an the waters ol
the - Waikatoe River on Saturday
afternoon last, and proved & most sue-
cossful und enjoyable affair, The wea-
ther was beautiful, and o great nam-
ber of visitors, chicfly from country
districts on the Walkate, gathered on

ilie banks of the river at Mercer (or -

“Ta I'aina.” as the Mnoris call it) to
witness the native canoce races and
the  [uropean rowing contests. . No .
more suitable place for sports of this .
kind could be found than the smooth
waters -of the wide flowing Waikate
at Mercer, and the bauks near the

. lent to the P‘nghsh “Move her along!™ |
‘fhen the crews padidled back to the

township afforded the spectators an -

excellent view of the races, while many
af the visitors crossed over by the
stéamz-lannch  Trene to the pretty
wooded island of Tuove, opposite the
villuge, and enjoyed themselves in pic-
niec fashiom. The railway arrange-
ments were very satisfactoery and were
under the personal supervision of Mr
A, Grant, the District Monager of the
railways. Financially, #s well as in

other wnys, the regatta was attended

with success, and great credit is dus
to Mr C, T. Edwards, the honorary
secretar\ and treasurer, and the com-
mittee for the excellence of the ar-
rapgemeuts and the carrying ocut of
the warer-sports. . The most interest-
ing feature of the day’s outing, to the
European visitors, wns the Maori ele-
meut, several hundreds of Waikato
natives being present from their river-
side v lln"es‘ and the gay attire of the
Maaori ladics lent brilliant colour to the
assemblage. The “Kia Ora” .Muaori
bLrass bund, from the Rangiriri district,
diseoursed up-to-date music during r.I:e
day from their eleval& station on the
of & mailway truck, ‘Amongst. the

his greenstone “mere,” shonted to the
erews, “Aus! Taringa' vhaknronge!™
(**Oh, ears, listen!") This was by wny
of preparatory want or caution. Then
the “hau-tu™ gave the orders: “Hilki-
tia!® (“Lift up!”) and “Pakia!™ (“Slap
it!) wherenpaon every canoeist deftly
tuized his paddle clear above the canoe-
site, missing one stroke, and with the
other hand smartly clapped the drip-
ping blade of the paddle. The next
moméent each man once more dipped
his puddle deep, and the canoes sped on
atong the shining water-way. 'L'his
perforinanee war repented aeveral times
with gaod effect. As the big canoes
paddled np-stream the crews joined in
the ehorus of an Bncient song. Brand-
ishing his glistening greenstone ckub
the I'aparata’s chieftain chanted the
opening “ords of a well-known war-
eanoe gong or “ngeri” o! old:

Walkato e, BEUNEUTY he

(“Oh Walkato waters, ru'nhllng here™)
whereupon the padidlers shouted with

. one voice the rouging chorus:

‘Aut-au! aue-la! N
. T aup! Nelehta!

The final ward, “nekebia,” is equira-

bank for a short rest- before the grtnr. .

ruce of the day came on. )

' : ¢ A'SPLENDID RACE.' !

No more keenly-fought big canoe
race has been seen on the Waikato
River than the splemdid struggle
whicli took place shortly after one
pm. between the Paparata fand the
Whawhakin.  The Faparata 18 a large
kahikuten canve, about B8Oft. lony,
which has 6n numerous previous oc-
casions been steered to.victory.. Bhe
is'about eleven years old, and is owwnoed
by the ‘\gatmuhn and Lgahtumnoho
tribes, - of Rangiriri, W lmngamarmu,
and Mercer. On the occasion of the
Ngarnawahin regattn last March, the
Taparata won bath the large races,
Dbenting the Pupurikana, the well-

© wnown crack canoe of the Huntly and

T

Taupiri vaiives. The TPupurikana be-
ing now. discarded through age, after
a long and suecessful career, the Hunt-
ly Muoris (Ngatiwhawhakia tribe) re-
placed her for the Mercer regatta with
the’ Whawhakin, a new kahikatea
cange, built las nson at the foot of
the Hakuripmtn RRange. The Yha-
whakia is about T3ft. in length, and
her native. owners had ‘great expecta-
tions of defeating the Rangiriri eanoe.

Anl excelient start ‘of this “war"

. canoe rice was effected fromu. oppo-
. site. the -Mercer whari, -the ITaparaty

Tnidives present were a pamber of pro- .

minent Waikato chiefs, . inchuding Te
Wherosheva (brother of “King” Mahie-
tuy, Hori Kuliitai, Te. Rawhiti, -Nga-

wharnu, Hori Herewini, and Te Whare-
roa, Mr F. W, Lang, M.H.R,, Patron
of the regutta, was present duripz the
day, aud luol\ great interest in the
regatta.

. MAORI C\\Ob EVENTS.

‘A§ ‘on previons accasions at “m-'
kato regattas, the pablic interesi cen-
tred in the Maori-cance races, and
these events all proved to be splendidl
cohtests, well worth the Jjourney frem
town. The Waikuto ‘natives are. par
excellence the canoeists of Newv Zea-
land, and their constant practice with
the p.lddle has rendered both men and
women exceedingly expert in the hand-
ling of their long, narrow “dug-outs.”
The Mercer Committee devated on this
oceagion the sum of £34 tg prizes for
canoe races, of whick there were seven
on the programme, four of them being
hurdle races. "The river Maoriz had
made great preparations for the regat-
ta, and had built a _number, of new
canoes, chiefly small ones, for the
hurdles races, or “peke-taiepa.”. Tha

" ladgest .of tlne’hew cannes were the.
Whawlaltia dud the Turaiwara,’
latter,- however, wis only  built ‘and
lanuched. & few weeks 'ago, and, being'
toa sappy aund: henvy as: yet, she did
not take part in“thé races.

warw “which s 'sixty feet long, was
¢nt out of & rimu tree in the bush near
Fukekawn, an the western side of the
river, and is owned by a Ngatitipa
chief nanted Te \\hnreron who lives
&t Pungapunga, above Mexcel. —a

The “dtvr—s«ports opened at noon
with a procession of cances up and
down the river. Owing to some mis-
understanding the whale of the ediloes,
did not take part.in the proceesion,
but tne big Paparata and three other
Iarge canoes (including the Papapa
and Lrino Paraca) put in an appear=
ance aud paddied down-stream and up
again. As the canoes, led Ly tha Pa-
parata, - passed: the landing ~ wharf,
where most of the spectators were
gathered, the- cnnoeists gove an exhi-
bition of the “fancy™ paddling peculiar
to the Waikato. Te Katipa, the vet-
eran “Kai-hautu-woka,” or fugleman,
of the Paparata, stood amidships in his
craft, giving the time ta his men. As
ths long conoes awept past. in mid-
Stream the all-chief,_with & wave of

" hut did net start,

and - Wiawhakin  getling | away .

. manned by forty-three picked canoe:,

ists, wmwost of them - Eneeling  two
abreast, - Amidships: in this ' canoe
stood Te Kntipa, n grizzled, gaunt
old rangatira from Rangiriri, flourish-
ing a fne “mere-ponnamu.”  Katipn,
who ir & relation of the late Major
Te Wheoro,. acted as “han-tu-waka,”
or time-giver, for his canoce. ‘The

o Whawhakia’s erew, who all wore white

singlets, eonsisted of 28 men, members

* of the N'Whawhnkia, Ngatitipn, and

Ngatimahuta irlbes, and a young man
named Waikato acted as hewv “hau-tu’*
in.the absence of the veteran Te Paki
through illpess, The course for the
riace was two miles, with two turns. -
Gmng ujr the river to the first turn-

* ing-mark,’ the , Jwo canoes kept very

. than the others. .

close togelher. the Taparata’s men
puldling & somewhat quicker steoke
The seventy Jeen-
pointed munuka [ru'ldles of the vival
tribesmen dipped ' with machine-like

. precision_as the fong canoes shot up

to the mark -half-a-mile up the river,

"and the men at the sleering ]mﬂﬂlﬂi
_ strained all their energies ta gain the

P wilvantage in -the shavp turm,
.The _.

Tlie Tarai-- .

. mear, the lslaad.

Taparata was the first:to furn. gaining
about hall-a-Tength’s advantage at this
poirt. Then the bows of the low:-sided
AMaart craft were pointed:dewn stream,
and awny they.doshed. sile by =ide
at.a great rate down the s t-flowing
Waikato. . The . two . “hau-tu-waka”
standing amidships. flourizhed their
weapons In rhythmic | measure, and
encouraged their men with voice and

hand, aad now and again burst into,

short sharp, snatehes of well-known
canoe chants. The Inparata’s crew
put on a great spurt passing the
wharf, and edged their rival soniewhat
over to the opposite bank of the river
Very little change
took place in the positions of the
cances’ on the run down stream to
the lower turning-flag, and the spee-
tators watched with growing excite~

. ment {lie flashing of the three score

and ten paddles in the sun as the
sharp blades glistened for an instant
and dipped again. Awnay down at the
turning-mark the cances were seen

well -.
. together. The Taraiwaru:was- entered, -
The Paparata was -

to round the flag nlmost together, and

then commenced a beautifnl ' race

" /home, , Tha Whawhakin steadily crept:

.y, her dark-browed crew working aa
“IF for thelr livea, Inatead of for a tow
pound- prize-money. Muacles strained

and erscked, and lh- splendid plw-
sique of the river-men was ealled
on to do its uttermoxt. Now came
the eall for the “hau-tv,” and the
frenzied lJeaders were for the time
being back in the dava of old Maori-
land, ‘ihey waved and flourished
thelr hapda—anow on this side, now
on that, and the veteran red-capped
Katipa waa in hig element.  Balancing
himsell amidships, his  greenstone
wenpon (a fumily treasure) quivering
anl Hashing in the sun, the old mous-
tache of the Paparatn roised his voire
in stentorian exhortations to his crew.
This war one of the sangs he chanted,
an ancient canoe lilt, often used on
the \\'aiknlo--— :

parl ra koa te tal
“'hak'lkl ane ma
Nmga nputn-awa.
Hul nga ope ag
K] te lsl uru.
ue! Tiala! )
Au(‘ Kotu hoki.
i Huumo, Whikuto?
Ku-am
Tupara'xr Tup.nr.:. “alkal.t)! P

(Fluwln::' !here is Ihe ocedn tile
Surging towards me.
Filllng up the mouth of the river,
Guthering are the arrles
At the sca of the west
Now dip the nuddtpq'
[ That'm 1! Go along*
. Hasten, oh “alk.nu-
Oh, a long puil
Now quickly, qulck!y Walkulo!
Pull away, oh!)

By this time the canoes are close
up, and now begins ihe final struggle.
Every nerve ig straimed for victory.
There are only n few fert difference,
and the I'apurata’s padidiers will need
all their strengil to claim the prize.
The paddle-strokes come qulckcr and
quicker, the “hau-tu-waka* urge ou
their crews with frantic eries of “Hu-
kere, hukere, Waikato!™ “Tena tianin,"
and “Hoen, hoea!™ (“paddle away™),
and the excitement is intense. Stead-
ily, inch Dby ineh, the Whawhakin
crawls up on her opponent, but she
cannot reach her bows. FPaddling like
mad, bending almost double over
their blades, and spinshing the water
over each other, the crews snrge up to
the finishing post, almost neck and
neck— the Paparata’s bow is  only
ubont six feet nhead of the Whawha-
kig’s—the gun fires, and the race i3
won by o nose.

Taparata. £30.....

Whawhakia, £10....

This race ereated preat excitemvent,
and the very. close finish afler o two-
mile contest made il one of Lhe finest
steuggles imaginable, - .

DL OTHER CANOE Rac

The Text eanae race of uuporinnm‘
wni thé second race bétween the nhove
mentioned lorge canoes.  This waw
over a two-mile course with two
turns, as in the previous race, Lui the
erews were limited to thirty in ecach
eanoe. The Pdapnrata carried twenty-
nine padilers and the Whawhnkin
twenty-six, This event proved to be
another - aplendidly contested ruce,
very closely fought froms start to fine
ish. Both canoes got away well to-
gether, “The Whawhakia assmined a
slight advantage at one period of the
race, but the DIaparata men by bard
paddling deprived them of the lead.
After rounding the last turn the final
half-mile race home was & 1oosh cx-
citing “go.” Both conoes tore along
bow and bow for the greater part of
the distance, aund then when near 1he

v

7 When the season iz changing yon

“Anishing-post the Whawhakin's white-

uniformed ¢rew pual on a splemdid
spurt and just snceeeded in winning
by a tew feet, her three bow pndd
being Just shead of the Papara
bows ns the cances finished and 1he
gun fired. Thus the honours of the
tay biween the Paparnta and Wha-
whakia were pretty evenly divided:—=
Whawhokin, £15 Liiiciiiiinaen 1
aparata, £5 ........ ]

—

As hitherto o very amusing featurs
of the rezaita wos the cance hurdle
races. There were four events of this
claxg, and the e«fforts of 1the ecompeti-
tors (two in each ezhoe} 1o pet 1heir
eraft across the bareiers fixed in the
river ‘ceaused great laughter. The
hurdle racez brought out large flelds
of canors, eight ecompeting in the first
race, The canoe hurdle race for Muaori
women wins woen by Dotann™s conoe
Try Fluke, Hikurere seconl.

The two all-comers hurdle races in
canoes were won by Wi Maki's Hiku-
rere, and by the Rotana Brothers in
the Emma.

tieo, Jacrk won the gre'u..\ Leom

event, pn(e £1 10/,

HAD HEARD IT BEFORE,

How charming you look, dear,

He:
in that d|e~«s. 1t Decomes you admivs
ably,

She: Oh. yes; that’s an old =story.

'x dizeover how charming T am

my old cluthes.

Why do you
sit calmly and
just let your
hair- all fall
out or get
gray and do
nothing to
gstop it? TIs
this common
sense? Not a
bit of it. No
: . need of losing
your hair in this way.' And
there is no need of your look-
ing. old before your time,
gither. The hair may  be
preserved :
and made
beautiful
by giving
it the food
found in—

It always
restores
color to gray or faded hair.
Your hair may have all the
dark, rich color of early life.
Then why not have it so.? -
Propared by Dr. 5.6 Ayer & Ca., Loiall, Mons., U 8. &,
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