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" GENERAL \WHITE'S
* " BLUNDER.
ANOTHER ACCOUXNT OF
THE LADYSMITH
DISASTER.

" MELROT'IIN
Wens by

November 24,
thie Ninevah, which haa
just arrived from Unpe Colony, states
that the battle ot Ladysmith, where
the British lost the Tenth Mountain
liattery and portions of the Glouvees-
tershire Llegiment and the Reyal Irish
Fusiliers, was an exciting oue. It iy
estimated 20,000 Doers took part.

Joubert eflected a junction with a
Free State commnndo of seme 18,000
wmen. He had disposerl this courbined
foree in o half-virele embracing Lady-
swith,

"They occupied a radius af at least :

M miles, the right fiunk Leing within

2% miles of Ladysmith,  nnd the left
flank resting on and being protected _

by a very mtrong position, sorue seven
wiles from the town.

“Harl it DLeen possible for Ceneral
White to have disposed his forces sn
that he coutd outflnnk the enemy ancl
driven them on to his centre, there
would have been a different =tory to
r.e]ate. Once driven in upan his poai-
tion, the enemy would 'have had ta
stand a bayonet charge as nt Elands
Laagte, with the cavalry in readiness
to cut oft their retreat Dundee wiy.

The Hoer position was, however, too
extended and ramified through physi-
enl ardvantage. and onr forces wera
too few 1o bring ubout a decisive ene
Fagement, -

General White effected all that counld
Possibly be done with the menns at his
disposal.

The strength and accuracy of the
enemy’s shell fire, and their over-
whelwing numbers would podsibly
!m\'e meant decimation of our inf: nir‘y
if we had charged the main position

There was nething left but to fail
ll:fck on Ladysmith, o movernent which
wis carried on with perfeet coolness,
notwithstanding a galling fre from
the enemy's guns.

Had the quality of their shélls lioen
the same ax onrs our loxs wonld have

Leen muell greater than it wa

-As a ‘mafter of fnct, however, Py |

of their shells burst properiy, and le-
yond a few casualties, eaused during

The retreat, a most frying mareh back -

16 camp was made in o wholly suc-
cessful mauner,

The buttle opened at, daybreak anc
raged tili three o'clock iu the after-
noomn,

‘Three columns were engaged, one
working in and driving the fuemy on
the left. one operating on the right,
while the third, nuder General “'Biu‘,
engaged The Boer centre.

The MKoyal Irizh, the floucesiers,
amct the 10th Battery were detailed on
Hunday esvening to clear the left, sn
that the Boers shonid not slip past und
get on ta Ladysmith.

SHhortly Lefore three in the morning
the stragglers from the Gloucesters,
anct the 1uth Battery began coming
in, while the mules with the remains
of the Lattery, were seen moving past,
some in charge of Cape Loys, and
others leaderless,

¥What had happened was something .

like this: Shortly after midnight the
leading mules with the datiery, he-

came snddenly frightened by some -
shots, and swerved-round and bolted,

stampeding the eatire Lattevy. .

“I'he mules Lroke through the Glog- "

¢esters and ereated confusion.

Two Dbatlaliens, however, remained
intact, wnd they afterwards gave a
goold account of themselves, as from
the ceutval position incessant firing
could be iieard all 1he morning on the
left, showing that the Gloucesters and
the Fusiliers were vigorously engagiug
the euemy there,

[AtL this point 1he mesznre hreaks
off. scveral hundred words descriptive
of reverse huving apparently becn cut
out by the press censer, as it was
poz3ibly in econfliet with the official
statement afterwords made.]

E/ntil well on in the aiternoon tha
Eoer main body was inactive, awaiting
the result of the artillery duel,

The puns kept up an incessant fire,
but although our guns must have dons
considerable execution tha superior
rauge of the enemy's ordnance, anid
their accurate practice, enabled them
to hold their own.

_Meanwhile our force on 1he Roer
right lank became hotly engaged, the
Baxim fire being continually heard,

fome of the euemy's sharpshooters
also threatened us.

The Devuns were sent to protect the
line there, and the Light Hurse moved
to protect the rear directly over Loady-
§mith, un tire right of our position.

Hy poon General Wh'te brought up
the Gordong and Manchesters to sup-
port the Devans,

The infuniry were advnnced, and It
was hoped that it would be possible
to charge the Hoers, but the latter,
who evidently held some of their big
RUDS in reserve Kept up a terrific fire,
and as our right was averwhelmingly
opposed, it was determined to retire
to Ladvemith.

With this object, a rirong bods of
Hussar luneers were direeted to ride
round the rear side of Lombardskop,
and advance up the valley on te the
plain, at the hend uf which a streng
Boer stronghold was situated, and
there to protect the retresting lu-
fantry.

The cavalry were speedily in nction,
but s0 hot was the fire to which they
were exposed, that they had to change
their position. -

Thetr. retrent . was, however, coolly
carried ont, the cavalry doing their
work nimbiy and taking the hottest
part of a very hot afterncon’s work,

_The Boers followed up the retreat
with a hait of glhell the missiles burst-
ing repeatedly amongst our men, hut,
happily for the most part ineflec-
tually. . .

-The aceuracy of the fire may he
ganged by the fact that the Manches-
ters, when they hard gained the platean
opposite the Ladysmith abattoir, bhaad
sbells sent repeatedly into thelr midst,
while on the pnearer tiad into town, the
enemy’s guns lunded shell after shell
oun ta the strings of retrenting wag-
wons as they eame iuto view,

General ‘White remained in the field
te the last ; cundneting the retiring
movements, and the whole force ar-
rived safely in Ladysmith.

BRITISH PROVERTY COMMAN-
DEEREM
Thousands of pounils’ worth of pra-
perty at Johannesburg have been com-
mandeere], and other nationalities
receive similar treatment, but nothing
Jike the extent of the Diritish.

A BOLR REFUGILE.

.The XNineveh ©brings several re-

fugees, one, who was formerly ron-.

necled with the Labour movement . at

Broken® Hill, has decidedly pro-Boer
He says the Transvaal,
uhder Boer rule, waxs essentially a poor

symputhics.

man's land but he -was dounbtful if it
would eontinwe so when Great Britaio
rot hold of it. He asserts that the
franchise would not be regarded ser-
iously by the Ulitlanders, though it
was a good enough pretext fer the
quarrel. The majarity of the Uit-
landers did not want Lo vote, as they
regarded the Transvaal merely as a
plaice to make money, which they
wonld spend in England or Australia.
The Poers promise to make it warm
for the volunteer fighters, and express
=orrow for Tommy Atkins, who fights
because he is paid; but to the volun-
teers, whe preferred to battle against
them, they would show no mercy.

THE NEW SOUTH WALES
LANCERS " WHO RE.
TURNED.

- MELBOURNE, November 24.

TLirty-one of the New South Wales
Lancers returned by the Ninevel.
Six are invalided, and were not passed
by the army doctor at the Cape.

-It had ogiginally breen supposed that
all had volunteered with one excepiion,
Lat when the test. was applied by ihe
War Office, three days before the Nine-
veh left, it swwas fiund that 30 declined
to sign the paper to volunteer.

Great indignation was expressed by
the War Office authorities,

The men who are returning state
that they were never seriously asked
to volnnteer, Had they been, they
should not have refused to go.

In June Captain Cox asked whether,
in the eveni of war, they would join
with him in offering their services.

The captain asserts ouly one refused.
Un the strength of this fact he con-
veyed the ofter to the War Depart-
ment, and secured the influence of
Lord Currington to induce the auth-
orities to accept them. He mnever
dreamt that it would be necessary to
consult the men again when the offer
was accepted. He, however, pot soms
inkling that the men were going baeck
on him,

The men declare that Coptain Cox
never consuited the whole of them,
and mome say that under mo circum-
stances would they have coosented to
go with Captain Cox. .

Following are copies of enblegrama
sent by the I'remiier to Csprain Cox,
commanding the Lancers, addressed
&8, Nineveh, Capetown: —

“Informn Privetes Raly. Madden,
Hunken, Maynes, Smith, and Morris,
purents dexire their return: and Gould,
brather desires his return to Bydney
direct by Nineveh. Octoler 20.7

“Inform Frivates Larbner. leaver.
Rradbury, and IDooley parenis dezire
their retwrn to Syidney direet by Nine-
veh. October 237

“Inform Rogers father desires his
return to Syduey direct by Niaevel,
Uctober 31.7°

DUMMY KINGS AND REAL
ASSASSINS.

While the ddete: on in whirh ex-
King Milan s held in Servin Iy sufli-
cient 1o accuunnt not ierely for one
but dozens of attempts upon his ig-
noble liHe. there is renson to believe
that the lotest encleavour to nssussinate
him was bogis.

There js littie doubt that it formed
part of a conspiracy concocted Ly him-’

sel? to afford him an excuse for casxt-
ing into prison a nmumiber of his poli-
tical foes and personal opponents.

That such iz the cose is nsserted in
leadingy European capitals, even in
Vierua, in =pite of the fact that Milan
is the champion of Austria’s interests
in the dominion of his imbecile son,
Further corroboration is given to the
story by the continenial correspond-
ents of the London “Times™ and other
English papers.

Bogus attempts upoen the lives of
rulers of the OUld World have often
been concocted by ihe secret police
and by (Government agents for the
purpase of reviving the waning popn-
Jarity of 1he sovereipn or chief muayis-
trate in question. In France, for in-
stance, an affuir of this _k'md takes
rlace almost each year when the I'vesi-
dent drives in state to the Grood rix.
There is mever any damage done, and

inasiuel ax alter the arrest of the
alleged  rsRassin. nothing  is  ever -
more heard of him or of
his  puonishioent. the French, - ever
disposed © 1o be  seeptical, Lave

come to regand the incident as one of
the regular features of the duy, got
up by the police for the purpose of
giving a sort of fillip to the President's
popularity, and only caleutated (o
take in greenhorns

Only on ene oeccaxion was the cns-
tomury attempt on the French Chicf
Magistrate's life not doewn on the
police progriomme—unamely. when
President Courizot met his cdeath at
the hands of the Italian anarchist,
Cesarin. Even on the occasion af the
recent assault by aristocraty upon
Loubet, which wus genuine enough,
the pnlice were wot surprised.

HSometimes these bogus attempts on
the lives of sovereigns are organ
not by their own police but Ly
agents of foreign governments,
with any idea of eadangeriag thelr
lives, but solely for the purpose ol
furthering some political design.

Thus it is well known that Bismarek
was engnisaut beforehand of the inten-
tion of the Tole Bergzowski to fire a
shot at Alexouder IF of Russia when
driving back [rom the review al Long-
vhamps, in Parix. with NXapoleon 1lE
The ¥rench authorities are convinced
to this day that BRerezowski, who is
v insane and a convict in the penal
settlement of New Caledo

apgenis.

Al any rate. ¥t had the #ffect of pre-
venting Russia’s intervention on Dbe-
Thalf of France In the war of 1570, the
Czar and sons having quitted Paris
with feelings quite the reverse of plea-
sant toward the country in which
they had been subjectied to this scare,
even if oue does not eall it by o harsh-
er name, Planned or nat, it worked
as Bismarek wished.

The same Czar escnped avather anld
this time perfeetly serious nttempt
upen his life in 1475, or 1879, in a very
singular munner, which is not genev-
ally known, Ile had lost his nerve,
and had announced 1o his entournge
that he had made up his mind to give
up the custom of hiz daily  drive
through the strrets of St. Petersburg
on the gronnd that he hated driving,
lhated saluting, aud hated Leing stared

t.

Count Alderberg. who wans at this
time his chief confilant and wmost
intimate associute, represented to him

a. wmas ine
cited to commit the deed by German '

how unwise It would be to disappoint
the people. Fimding the znr obsli-
nute, ¢ voucrvived the jdea of @ nasen
figure made in the likeness uf his mas-
. with pra ble joints wourked hy
interior  mec m, It wus sa cone
strveted by an English firm that when
waned up It turned its hend slowly
frum side ta slde, with & =light benud
of the bady, ruising its haod sglule.

It wa HL adwirable  likeness,
thongh the Count used suberguently
to declare that the fave of the dunminy
was just o little bit tou distinguished
looking, "At any rate. it was suf-
ficient 1o deceive the subjects of the
Gear, eepecially as the jliperial ene-
was always driven ot a tenring’
Iop. 0 hmokt. kurrounded by an es-
vort of Cossacks,

It wax this duovny that took the
pluce of the LEnmperor in his gt
drives, und it was this dummy th
received, f in the Lireust, the bullet
of the pistal tird by the would-ba-
assansing Soloviclf. An inell lower

E:

down, it -wonlil have smashed and
stopped the mechanism. As_ it wax,
the dummy cootinued to béw und

wulute, just as if nothing laid hap-
peued, opd Tenter's correspandent, jn
deseribing the atfair for the fovelgn
press over the wires thut evening,
wrole as follaws: .

“tneki the mperor, who was acs
companicd as usual by Count Alder-
Verp., wux untouched. As so often
happens in sueh caxes, the Assassin,
donbtless through excitemeut. entirely
missed  his  nim. The remarkable
thing was the cuvlness nud cnurnge
displayed by the Emperor. SBo far
from evineiny the slightest atarm, he
continued tu sulute the crowd on
either side, smiling ns ever, us though
uothing at all had happened, Nor
was his drive in any way curtailed.
Later in the afternoon, when the news
bad spread, » vast crowd of prople
collveted in fropt of the Winter Pa-
lace, wnd the Czar, in answer to their
continual cherrs, at length appeared
upol 1he Lalcony and buwed repeated-
1y."

Of course it was.the Czar in flesh
nnd blovd who appeared on the bal-
cony.

‘The only sufferer, therefore, in this
whole affair was the would-be ar
sin.  For net oaly did be gret no eredit
for bis conlness ond cournge and the
excellenee of his aim, but he snBered
death on the gallows for, . after all,
huvinge done nolhing worse than shoot
at a dunimy. Bt 1t would have been
impossitde to Lt hin off without re-
vealing the whole truth.

ROUGH INTRODUCTIONS,

Ktrange incidents somelinies pave
the way to marringe. A preily womin
was riding in a public omneibng when

s smldenly eallddl out that she
had bern robbed of her purse, nud
actused a middle-aged man, 'whu WS
sitting next her, of the thelt, nor,
despite Lis vehement protestations of
innocence, wias cantent until
constable had Leen suntuoned, This
wis dlone, the arrival of the
pnrty at the palice stotion, the lady to
Ier horror remembereld that she had
left her purse ot bome, Eagerly she
affered 1o make any veporation in her
pewer te the man she had necused,
who, in response, presented his eard,
requesting that he might e the
honour of calling upon her. This wix
grrnted. e proved to be a man of
gooll =tamding, merally and materials
Iy, and six monils luter the lady was
= wile
Two crclisls, o man and a wonni

she

bt on

came into collisiow, The muan
knockegdl daown, but the lady
hurled from her 1 ine, rece

severe injuries, whereof the mementa,
in the slape of an ngly sear, she will
bear to her grave, The geatleman,
who wax net ureh hurt, readered all
the assistiinee in his power, and after-
war: Il daily at the lady™s house
to anake inguiries pr to her progress.
These freguent visils resulted in &
fricadszhip that culminnted jn mar-
riage.

li trying a ecasxe a lawyer had to
submit a Lddy to a sewreling eross-
examination. The following day he
received a eall fram his victim, who
complained bitterly of the indignitics
she liad suffered at his haonds, Shaane-
facedly, e pleaded the exigencies of
duty. anil then, his feelings as a man
avercoming hig subtletics ag o Jawyer,
muude any ample apulogy., which the
fudy mecepled so graviensly es nlli-
mately o Jure him on to those more
tender advances that lend {o matri-
many.




