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THE U.B.8. CO.’8 B.B. "ROTOKINO."
Disubled, with a broken shaft, and found deifting off Tiritir! light on Baturday Llagt.

MAJOR GENERAL

J. D. P. FRENCH,

Who commanded at the Battle of Elands Laagte,

MAJUR GENERAL SIR H. B COL-
Commandiug the Guanis In South Africa.

TILE UNTTED STATES CRI'TIRER

MAJOR GENERAL HILDYARD,

In charge of the Column despatched to
the Relief of Luadysmith.

“UHARLFKSTON."
Hevenlly wrevked at the Phillpplne Islands.

DOGS AND LANGUAGE,

‘The extemt to which dogs wnder-
atund human speech e long been
a quewntion anwong men of
iy, 1t i quite common
to hear the remark that such and
auch a dog “understands everything
that is said,” but no seientific student
of aniinal intellipence, it is safe to
sny, ever believed such an aesertion.
Nevertheless, imdividual obeexvers of
high credibility have made state-
ments which, if they are to be ae-
vepted, show remarkable powers of
comprehension on the part of mni-
mals.

Profersor Owen was walking on the
vonst of Cornwall with a friend who
badl & dog named Lion. The dog's
master picked up a piece of seaweed
covered with minute anitnals, and
Professor Owen remarked:

“1f this small piece containg so
many treasores, how rich must the
whole plant be! How I should like to
have onel!”™

Lion instantly leaped into the
water, and returned with a plant of
the seaweed, which be laid at Pro-
fessor Owen's feet. Though this story
is told by & man of sclence, one is
inelined to suppose that it was the
sight of the first weed in the profes-
sor's hands, rather than the spoken
wish, which prompted the dog’s expe-
dition into the water.

Sir Walter Scott tells an amusing
story of his bull terrier, Camp by
name, Camp once bit a baker, for
which offence Sir Walter whipped
him severely, telling him at the same.
time of the wickedness of the act. Af-
ter that, to the last moment of his
life, any allusion to the baker would
cause the dog to retire to the darkest
corner of the room with an appear-
ance of the greatest distress.

But if 8ir Walter said, “The baker
has been paid,” or, “After all, the
baker was not hurt,' the dog came
forward, capered and barked rejoie-
iugly, If, however, it was said thai
the baker died, or was very ill, Camp
snenked away with every sign of sor-
Trow.

It is highly probable that this intel-
ligent animal was rather guided by
hix master’s tone than Ly his words,
and that the doleful allusions to the
haker caused him epprehension of an-
other whipping rather than rea! sym-
puthy for the man's hurt.

There is a recorded and ecredible
vage of a4 shepherd wha, to prove the
intelligence of his dog, which was ly-
ing hy the fire, snid, in the midst of &
long senteonce about something else,
ancd without a change of tone, “I
think tha cow is in the potatoes.”
Emmediately the dog, which appeared
to e asleep, jumped  up, leaped
throvgh the window, and clambered
ro the turf roof of the house, from
whirh he could survey the potato
field,

Not seeing the vow, he returned and
tay down by the fire, The same re-
mark was repested, and the dog went
again to the roof. The third time,
however, he went up to his master,
wagging his tail, and, with a look on
hxi face as it be understood the joke.
The company laughed; whereupon
the dog. as if offended, returned to
his corner and refused to be disturbed
ngain,

A 5t Rernard naned Leto was once
I¥ing on & rue. apparently asleen,
when a visitor was in the room. The
visitor complimented the appearance
of the. dog. when his mistress said,
“Oh, yes, Leo {8 0 good dog Thed g
thumped the floor with his tail, and
haif opened his eyves, The mistress
weni nn, “Loo takes very gootl care of
the rhildren” The dog thminped the
Hoor violently and looked up lovingly
nt hiz mistress.

Pt she said, “Leo isn't always
@mrl; he has his faults.” The tail
stopperd thumping, and the dog look-
ed nskance at his mistress. “He will
track in mud on the floor, nnd some-
times I have to punish him for it.™

Thereupon, the doy rose, with his
tail dropped very low, and slunk out
of the moom. All these remarks had
very plainly been within range of his
comprehension.

OBITUARY

i —

On the 11th inst, st Cabbage BRay,
Coromandel, Mr Henry Nulrn, of Fou-
rerere, Hawke's Bay, passed away, He
was the youngest son of the Inte Mr
Johu Nuirn, and settled in Hawke's
Bay ln 1859, when he joined hix bro-
thers in the Pourerere property, which
wis then m large estate consisting of
about (0,000 acres. HSome years ago he
left Hawke'n HBay for the Auckland
provinee, where he remained until hia
lenth. He suffered from deafoess,
and owing &40 this isfirmity wag little
known outside hig own home, though
he was liked and respected by all who
knew him,

W, H. BLACKLOCK,

The funeral of the hite Mr W, H.
Blacklock, {ieneral Manager of the

inion Hteam Shipping Company 1n
Tasmania, took place in Wellington
on Friday afternoon, the hody of the
deceased pgentleman thaving arrived
from Heobart in the Monowui in the
morning. The interment took place
in the Sidney Street Cemetery, the
Rev. .]. Paterson conducting the fun-
erai service. The large attendance at
the funeral testified to the great papun-
larity and respect in which the de-
ceased was held in Wellington, smong
those present being a large number
of the oflicials anid working men in
the service of the U'nion Company, in-
cluding the local manager, Mr W. A.
Kennedy. and Captain Strang, the As-
sistant Marine Superintendent. and
other prominent officinls. Mr Black-
lock had, for many years prior to his
decease., been a popular member of
the Middlesex Cricket Club, and a
large number of the mamhbers of the
Club were among the funeral cortege.
Messrs J. and A. Blacklock, brothers
of the deceased, with Messrs F. W.
Flanagan. T. Dickson. and W. Johor
ston, officiated as chief mourners,
Many beautiful wreaths and floral
tributes covered the coffin, conspicu-
ous anong them being those sent bv
the staffs of the Melbourne. Svdnes,
Hobart, Wellington, Christechurch,
NDunedin., and Strwhan st
{'nion Company, the W
Strahan Murine Roard, and the of-
ficers and crews of the {'nion Com-
prny’s vessels,

During the afterncon the flags on
the shipping and above the shipping
offices were flown at half-mast high as
a mark of respect to the memory of
the deceaxed, whose eiurly death has
cansed widespread sorrow and sym-
pathy with his relatives in ull parts
of the colony,

A SOFT ANSWER, ETC.

“Why did you place such a tough
fowl hefore me?” asked the indignant
lady patron of the waiter in a down-
town resiaurant. “Age before beauty,
always, you know, madam,” was the
gullant reply. And then, woman-like,
she smiled and paid her bill without
& murinur,
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A PURKLY VEGETABLE BWEETMEAT,
both in appearance and tasta, furnishing &
moft agrecabls method of sadminirtering the
°'ﬁ¥z certain  vemedy for INTESTINAL or
THREALD WORMS. " It is & perfectly eafe and
mild preparation, and Ik repeclally pted fer
Childrea, Bold la Tins. by il Druxgista

Proprister. THOMAS ERATING. Lendan



