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the Theatre MHoyal this weelk; but T
reny they will be sadly out of pocket
vy it, which iz uot encouruging ta
atyre another. Auong the audicnces
wers Mr, Mrs and Miss DBloxuen, Mra
Alacting Mre 'otts, Miss Dobson, Mre
and Mrs W, R Common, Mr and Mrs
SMeredith-Kaye, Aleamd Mrs G, Way, Me
amd Mre de Henzi Hurmman, Mes soa
alisa Denniston, Miss Siteele, Mr oand
the Misses Flurgreaves (2), My and Mrx
Foster, Mr and Miss Laphnel, Mr and
Mra W. Hume, Mr and Mrs Fountnin

Turber and purty, Messrs  Wallick,
Tlenninton, On v. My Tritehard,
Miss Connal, Misx Godfrey, Miss O

Lean, Miss M. Strouts, Mr amd Mrx
W, Heece aml pariy, Mra Morton An-
derson, Mra R, Anderson, Mr and Mra
Tyree, Mra and Miss Wither, Dr, Mrs
il Miss Thomas, Merrrs Guise and F.
Htrittain, Mr and Mrs Tzard, Mrand Mrs
#. Grnhane, Mt Acton-Adawms, Mra and
MEiss Hickerton. Mr amd Miss Hon
ston, M1 and Mizs Deamer, Misses
Fairhurst, Grant, ete,

On Sunduy thosze who had gone
up to Wellington to witness the de-
parture of the troops returned to
Ihristehurch, some very sad, others

. only deeply impressed, Amongst them

»

were AMr €, Louisson {Mayor), Mr,
Mres and Miss Lewin, Mr and Miss
Dumpier-Crossley, Mr and Mrs Rad-
cliffe, Mr and Mrs Neave, Mrs Car-
dale, Drs. Auderson (2}, and others.
DOLLY VALE.

PICTON.

Dear Dee, October 23
This has been rather n gay week
with us, and the young people in par-
ticular have been excited over the
FANCY DRESS BALL.
given by Miss Hallet for her pupils
and friends. It was certainly the ball
of the season, and quite eclipsed all
others in interest and avrangements.
The decorations were Misa Hallet’s
own design, and with a little assist-
ance from one or two pupils, her own
work, and everybody awarded her the
palm for artistic beuuty and arrange-
ment. The nikau palms and kei-kei
were lightly arranged on the walls,
and -lyeopodinm festooned from cor-
ner to corner, with Chinese lanterus
hanging here and there, and Fapanese
. paper fans-and flowers seattered abont
in seemingly -cureless fashion. A large
mirror occupivd the lower end of the

room, which was dinped with clrtains’
and furnished with “couches, -ete,-" -

THE SUPPER

wna.beuutiful]y Iaid out on the back of

the stoge, the table for visitors _heing
in the centre, and for the pupils at

the end, the front of the stuge being .

furnished with easy-chairs for the
guests. . .
... TIIE DRESSES.

Miss Hnllet represented the “Vil-
lage Delle” in her guvotte dress of
pink and white, with high rash, ‘zmd
hat profusely trimmed with pink,
white, and cardinnl roses, with long
streaers of ¢ardinal ribbon floating
down her bark. 'Uhe belle was unani-
mourly voted t6 be Miss L. Cragg, us
wLiftle Miss Muffitt,” in pale blue and
white, with high sash, and pretiy hat,
and 1 monstrous spider on her frock;
Aliss Hathleen Owen cume next as a
nurse, but, indeed, nll the little peo-
ple looked so quuint and pretty that
it seems hardly fair to specify any one
in particular. Miss Kileen HSealy was
“llg- TYeep™: Miss lrene  Sealy
“Spring™; Miss Nash “School Girl”s
Alise Susan (ragg “Srars and Stripes”;
Miss Maud Morris “Cinderella’s Fairy
Godmother™; Miss Jeannie Seymour
““Trench Fishwife’; Miss Hose (reen-
il “Granma*; Miss Currie Humber
“ltride; Miss Olive Oxley “Tted Rid~
<inghood™; Miss Laura Oxley “Kate
Greenaway™; Miss Moiran  MeNab
“Ttalinn Peasant'; Mis
*Mnid of
Cragg “Folly™; Una Wilkins
vdtewardess’; Miss Alice Curd "“Swiss
T'ensunt™; Misa M. Robertshaw looked
very pretty as “Clematis™ in her “‘hjte
gavotte frock, and o =pray of native
clematis in her hair, while a charm-
ing hunch of that beautiful flower
curled naturnlly round a staft in her
hand. The only two vislitore who re-
rponded to Miss Hullet's desire to see
them in fancy dreas were the Misses
Nora and Grace Allen. the former as
o "Hungarian Peasant,” nud the latter,

whao was much admired as “The
{ieisha Girl”; Master- Fell was a
Turk™; Master Len. Hobertshaw

“The New Womn Master Ioy Rob-
ertshaw “Drigand"”; Master Tennyron
(ireensill’ “Little Lord Fauntelroy™;
Master George Dlizzard “J'icton Vol-
unteer”; Master 1os, Robertshaw
“French Cook'™; Mnster Alan’ Oxley
“Guy Fawkea'": Master Frank Oxley

“Little Doy Blue”; Master C. Perano

T (Springlands),
© lace; and Mesdumes (Dr.) Scott; Al-

. Godfrey,
* Ruick,

© Cragg,
* I'eek, Greensill (1), Beauchamp, An-

-

Dear Bee,

“*Clown.”™ The guesta were preatly
plenned at the dancing of Miss Huliet’s

. pupils, and especially with the gavotte, .

which was well exeented hy the pupils,
The guests were Miss Flower (Kai-
koura), in eream frack and ribbons;
Misa Ethel Greensill, in pink sitk; Mins
M. Fell, in white muslin, with prerty
Ince slesves; Misa Jsabel Seymour,
black velvet skirt and pink sitk bod-
ice; Misa Howanrd, black and silver;
Miss Harris, black aml pink; Miks
Mackenzie, black; Miss Spee
skirt and cream silk bodic Miss
Juckzon, pink hroche; Mru Riddell,
heliotrope sitky Mrs Thompson, black
silk und Jace; Miss Huy, black lace,
with red; Mrx J. Scott, black silk,
with black chiffon;
pink silk, with chitfon frills and sash;
Miss HL Dart, black, with pale blue;
Mirs E. Durt; Miss E. I'hilpotts, white
silk; Mrs Beauchminp, bluck silk, with
white lace; Miss Johnston (Hlenheim),
white silk; Miss Greensill, pale blue,
with pink . chiffon; Mrs Howard
eream,  with cream

lem, Senly, Wilking, Philpotts, Cragy,
dackson, Mathieson, - Fell,

ete,, and Messrs Robertshaw, Fell (2),
XNash, Beymour, McCormiek,

derson, Western, Oxley, Malfroy, Bliz-
zard, Morris, and g little crowd on the
stage who came to look on.

On Friday eveuning a erowd con-
gregated on.the wharf to see off lucky
friends ancd neighbours who were go-
ing to see the N.Z. contingent off in
Wellington. Several others were dis-
appointed, as the steamer was full np,
and the agent refused to issue any
more tickets. The spectators on the
wharf gave their quota of cheers for
the contingent and groans for the
Boers, and then sang “Rule Britanpia”
and “Soldiers of the Queen.” Among
those going across was Mr Ydward
Chaytor, captain of the Mariborough
Mounted Rifles, whose heari is with
his men, and who would dearly like
to follow their fortunes-—or rather
lead them—to South Africa.

The Picton Rowing Club formally
opened the season on Saturday last.

The Afro-American Minstrel Com-
puny gave a short programme on
Sundey evening after sérvice. A fair
‘ronre collected, thongh no notice kad
been  giveir " of the  entertainment,
which ‘was good. Co

Lo T o FEAN,

_NELSON. :

- Qctober 23.

On Monday afternoon Miss Nina
Jones entertained a number of her
friends at a - :

“WISTARIA AFTERNOQON TEA,”
which yas quite a novel form of en-
tertainment, but was much enjoyed
by all present. Each guest wore a
spray of Wistaria, and on arrival was
presented with a eard, In the corner
of which was a beautifully painted
Wistaria flower, and writien across
were the words “Wistaria Chinensis.”
From the letters of these words each
guwest had to make as many oiher
words in ten minutes ax possible. The
prizes, two photo frumes, on which
eprays of Wisteria were beauntifully
painted by Miss Nina Jones, were won
by Miss Nellie {ibbs nnd Miss Julie
Tonmlinson, who each made over
ninety words, A most fainty and de-
licfous tea was partaken of in the
charming garden, amidst bushes of
wistnria and  ¢ther sweel scemted
flowers, ) . :

Miss Nina Jones wore a prefty
gown of saoft white mustin over a
wistarig coloured &lip, becoming hat

“to mateh; AMrs Jones wore 8 handsome

black costume; Miss Jones also wore
black, Amongst those present were
Mrs Worthington (Invercargill), the
Misses Trix Atkinsen, Burnett (2),
Roor, Cuthbertson, Barnicont, Gibba
(1), G. Jones, King, Marsden, Dre-
shaw (2), Pike (2), Rayner, Robert-
san, . Bexton, Stodhart, Tomlinson,
Tulbot. (2}, Mules audt others,

The young people were all made
very happy on Friday evening when
Mrs Belunders gave o .

. DELIGHTFUL DANCE
at her residence at The Port, There
were A lurge number present, and all
spent A most enjoyable tlme. Mrs
Helanders; who received her guests in
the duncing roomn, wore a handsome
silk blounse of black and swhite, black
silk sKkirt; Misa Kathleen Sclanders
tooked charniing in a pretty frock of
soft white muslin over blue, blue rilk

sngh; --Mra. Richmand ' ivore black,

white Jhce oap with pink ribbons; Mrs
Kirsling. light grey silk blouse, black
skirt; Mre Alex Sclanders was much
admired jn white muslin over bright

Miss  Western,

© brighlened
' Miss Ruth Furgoeson and Miss Magin-
- nity. wore pale blue.
- gentlemen were Messra Sclanders, A
: Selanders, - Sclanders. (3), Kissling. .C.
Robertshaw,  Oxley, Ilizzard, I
. Leggatt,:.

pink, pink ailk sash; Mlzy Richmond,
pretay light silh evening blouse, black
nkirt; Miss Greenfleld, who supplied
most of the monic, wore & light even-
ing blouse and dark skirty - Misa
Florrie Rickmond, yellow: evening
dreas; Misa Phyllis Buchanan tooked
handrome In bright red; - Miss N,
Fisher, white silk luatre with bands of
white satin ribbon; Misa Hooth, pink
with trimmings of white Inke and
narrow black ribbon velver; Miss M,
Glasgow, buttercup =ilk; Miss B. Led-
ger, Nil green; Miss M. Mackay, white
lin with trimmnings of red velvet;
Mise K. Sealy, pretty green veiling;
Miss Hobinvon, yellow; Alies I’hyliis
Fell, green and white etriped silk;
Miss N, West, heliotrope, with silver
tritmings; Misa 8. - Blackett, pink
muslin; Miss V. Leggatt, pink and
white; Miss Edith Kempthorne, pink;
the Misses Reecel Kelling, €, Kdwards,
1.. Preshaw, Bnilie, Enright, Marks, L.
Tomlinson, and Trent all wore white,
with drfferent colours:

Levien, ‘Kempthorne - (2),: DLhkickett,
Honlker . (2), Robinson,

Mackie, Heaps, Preshaw. Fell, Rich-

" mond (2), Adams, Dowie, Edwards,

Watts, and many others,
. PHYLLIS.

- '

NAPIER.
Dear Dee, October 27.

The annual athletie sports in con-
ection with the Days” High School
took place at the Leereationx Ground
on Thursday, and were in every way
megt | snceessful. “The weather,
though windy, was fine, and. thzs in-
flux of  risitors was Jfairly large.
Afterncon tea was provided by Mrs
Wood, who wore a holland ceat and
skirt, and a Mack toque relieved with
crimson poppies; Miss Matthews had
a black costume and hat to matchg

Miss Maceabe wore grey ;. Mrs P.
MceLean’s dark  brown dress  was
trimmed sith guipure lace; Mrs

Warren wore a stylish fawn cloth
costume with a white yoke, and a
sailor hat; Mrs Dowen was In grey
and white check; Mrs Logan wore

a black and grey blouse and a dark’

skirt; Mrs Hall's grey eloth dress was
trimmed with white braid and a white
yoke; Mrs Lines had a brown cont and

skirt, a rose_pink vest, and. a black
Mra

hat relieved, with pink, roses;
‘Wenley, with a black coat and skirt,

also wore a black hat trimmed wifh
pink; Mrs Jarvis wore green braided

with white, a =earlet vesi, and =
black hat trimmed with scarlet; Miss
Braithwaite was in navy blue, with a
lemon-coloured waisteoat and 4 sailor
hat; Miss Lounie Hoadley looked well
in a green costume, and she wore a
pretty black hat with a profusion of
mauve fowers; Miss Hamlin wore
a fawn jacket and a navy blue skirt;
Mrs Itutherford was in blaek relisved
with white; Miss Severn ha< a white
dress and sailor hat; Mrs Carlile wore
grey. .

It was a most dis‘ngreeabie-.day”for_

the opening of the tennis seuason on
Satarday afternoon, but in spite of
the wind and dust allf the prinecipnl
members of the Club were present,
and an enjoyable afterncon. was

spent. .
MARJORIE,

HASTINGS.
Dear Bee,— Oetober 27,

The Town Hall, Waipukurau,
svas well filled on the occasion of a
delightful concert in aid of the Wai-
pukuran Hespital. Mr George Hun-

-ter, M.H.XX., mnde an opening speech,

in which he complimented the Hog-
pital staif, after which the concert
commenced.- The first item on the
porgramme.- was. an overture, - “Tor-
quato Tass" (Donnizetti), by the Wai-
pawa orchestra of sixteen performecs,
namely, Miss M. Moroney,- pianiste;
Miss Buchanan, Messrs H. Liddle and
{YHulloran, first violing; Misses B.
Buchanan and Kate O'Halloran, Messrs

. W. Arrow and Hone, second vimling;

Mr W. Golder, tenor horn; Mr J...L.
Cosgrove, euphoniuvm; Mr J. QGolder,
bages trobone; Mr F, J, Bhanly, ’cello;
Mr H. Steere, flute; Mr M. Murray,
clarionet; Mr J. Stone, side drum.
The orchestra was conducted by Mr
James Cosgrove. As an encore to his
“Yeoman’s Wedding Song,” Mr G, M.
Hall, of Christchurch, gave “Boldicrs
of the Queen.” Miss Liilie Large, who
came from Nupler, sustained her repu-
tation for singing by giving a charm-
ing rendering -of Tosti'sR “Serenadc,”
“Lads.of the Village,” ."Ye Banks and
Braes,” and Arpe’s “The Lasy with the
Delicate Air,” .and was always heartily

Amongst the.

A

“La Serenata ™ very plepsingly, and as
an encore “Hushéen.™ Mr Mannering,
who has a fing tenor voice, gave with -
eclat Blumenthal'a =My Queen,” fol-
lowed by ““The City by the Sea,™ which
left little to be desired. The solo, adl-
mirubiy sung by Mr Slode, “Will-o-the-
Wisp," concluded the ..rst part of the
programme.  he  second  part, in
which the accomplighed - performers
again distinguished themselves, had a
brilliant finsle In the beautiful 1talian
dnet, “Giorno 4"Amore,” in which the
Misses lillie and Amy Lasjgre were vo-
ciferowuly recalled. Bome delightfully
amusing recitations were nlso given
during the evening by ofr J. (i, Bwan,
After the Natiomal Anthem. the com-
pany entertained themselves by dane-
ing until an early hour nn the follotw-
ing morning.  Some of those present
were—Mesdames  (ilhertson. TPamnl.
Hunter, Ii. Johnson, and White, and
Messrs J. Ormaond, jun., J. W. Harding,
). H. Totts, :Hunter, White, XNorris,
R. Johnson, L. Mackersey. ete.

Cr *DOROTHY.
- BLENHEM. . 1
])'eﬁr;Bee," s October 23.

I The Afro-American Minstrels opened

here on Wednesday night, when théy
had a large and appreciative andience.’
At noon, on e¢ach day of their stay,
tke band, brought by the Minstrele,
;8 ssed through the principal streets to
Market Place, and on the Rotundn
there played some lively music. They
also pluyed cutside the hall in the
evenings, as soon as the doors openeidl,
and the ecrowd thus attracted qguite
blocked the street. The Commpany is a
large one, and the grouping on the
stage, when the curtain rolled up, was
very effective, 'The lady members, in
gay attire, occupied seais in the mid-
dle of the stage, behind them on raized
seats, the band in uniform, and te-
wards the front on either side the
black-coated minsgtrels. Instead of
baving programmes, each itemn was
announced by one of the ladies, The
performance had the charm of noveliy.
was extramely wmirth-proveking, and
Biack Dante performed some conjur-
ing feats very cleverly. Mr FErnest
Hogan is a clever’ comedian, and hia
representation of a preacher at a-camp
meeting_was exceedingly good.’ (On
the “first night Miss Madah Hyet. the
“Bronze atti,”” was encored for “Mer--
rily I Reoam,” and in response sang
“Life's Dream is O'er,” with Mr Shuls<:
ey, who sang from the middle of the

“hall; which gave, st first, the impres-

sion that one of the avdience was join-
ing in, but had an excellent effect.
Great interest was taken in the “Cake
Walk” on the first night, when the
cake was taken by XNew Zealand,
though I think that it showld have
been awarded to South Ausiralia,
whose dress of black satin, with
gleams here and there of wvermilion
wae very eiriking. and dancing grace-
ful. The minstrels had a season of
four nights, and & matinee on Saiur-
day, atl of which I believe were well
attended.

The Musical Helpers arrived here at
the same time, and gave two enter-
tainments in Wesley Hall, which were,
I hear, exceedingly good.

A merry-go-ronnd,. with a  steam
organ, has taken up a poesition in the
centre of the fown, and the insistent,
strident notes of the organ are to be
heard far and near, A special interest
is attached {o this particular one, for
it is that which a councillor of a little
town not far distant, wished to have
placed in position to play the Nationa}

. Antliem on the arrival of thé Governor.

It is needless to say that hizs wish

. was not realised, though it would be

quite as consistent io have our Joyal
sentiments ground out by an organ,
As to have our hymns of praise sung

“by a choir, : -

encored. Misa Thoper. pave , Braga’s 7

The Wairan Tennis Club opened
their courts on SBaturday afternoon, 10
which the members of the \aribor-
ongh Tennis Club were invited. 'There
was a high wind all the morning,
which moderated in the afternoon,
and the courts being well sheltered a
pleasant time was spent, 'The Presi-
dent of the Club, Mr R. MeCallum,
made & brief speech, Mrs R. MeCal-
lum, whe provided the afternoon tea,
was assisted by several young ladies
in dispensing the dainty refreshments,

A party of nine of the Stoke Iiifles,
from Nelson, came to fire o match
against the Blenheimm Rifles, and met
at the Butte on Saturday afternocen.
The visitors were defeated by 9 points,
Lut it is only fair to say that owing
to the high wind, they could not fire
at the long ranged, only the 200 and
300 yards ranges were fired over, which
may have made a great difference, as
they mery have excelled nt the longer

ranges, - L - .
FRIDA.




