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Although a soldier’s life iz not all
beer and skittles, I daresny the thou-
sanda of cigarettes, the contributions
of preserved fruits, the lollies—*“from
a Southland veteran™—the opium pills,
the quinitie, the music of the donated
piano, eand the memory of that
tabooed bit of bunting, will (says a
writer in a Nelson paper) make mat-
ters lively over the dreary ten thou-
sand miles of ocean to Algoa Bay,
Then the prepence of a choice three
hundred chargers will be welcome in
case of ahy sccident to the propeller
shatt, for these noble animals ean
then be guickly turned into thnt Paris-
ian favourite, “harse-beef."
well used to delight ta tell how. the

men of the Light Hrigade at Balaclava, ~

knowing the forlorn character of their
ride, nonchalanily took out their to-
baceo pipes and smoked as they rode
across the valley towards the Russian
batteries. - If our contingent wishes to
emulate those hercee, they must be
careful not to use up all the cigarettes
before they reach “Afric's sunny
fountains,” otherwise yelept Port
FElizabeth and the Transvaal.

+ * L 4

An old Hawkesbury settler was, ac-
cording to the “Bulletin,” up before
the Court t'other day, charped with
making too violent love to a woman;
and got off. The old man was 853; so
there’s hope for Australia yet. Case
recails that of another old Hawkes-
bury identity—a chicken of B or so,
who drank his pint of rum daily (local
made), and throve on it, The ancient
had noticed with pain some of his
neighbours beingr rammed into ready-
maide coffins, and charged a big price
for them, too; and he thought he
could do better than that. He had a
nice bit' of seasoned scantling in the
yard, so he got a carpenter to mea-
sure him up, and make a coffin which

ghouid be a dredit to the ’*Oxberry. -

Avhen the jobwas half done, a tbought
. atrack the: old man, and he weunt out
"and stopped the work, There was his
som, “a - lanky ~fagter, had heart
 diseaseé, and might die- any moment.
' The old man was only five:foot-fonr;
- but he Teckoned that, it the coffin..was
made to fit ‘the son, he could get inlo
it toe, if his tura came first, and all
the contingencies would be provided
for., So they memsured-up the son,
and made the coffin his size, with a
neat little sliding partition at the
bottom that the old man could rest his
feet against or the son could tuke ouf
altogether. Sure enough, - three
months later, the son died, and th.ey
took the partition out, and gave him
the right sort of funeral. Then the
old man reflected that there was a bit
of scantling left, and the carpenter set
to work at his size, and finished a
very neat suit of dovetailing—which is
still waiting. . .
* +* +*

At the close of the late session,
which terminated the thirteenth Par.
liament qf New Zealand, it is inter-
esting (says the “Post™) to note the
periods of service given by the leading
members of our Legislature. B8ir
Maurice 0'Rorke has attended no few-
er than 40 sessions of Parliament. He
was first aworn in as & member on the
3rd June, 1861, Seven years later Mr
Rolleston eame into the House, and he
has seen 28 sessions. Major Stewm:d
has attended 27 sessions, and Captain
Russell 26. The other members who
have been longest in the House are:—
Mr Seddon, 25 sessions; Mr J. W,
Thomson (Clutha), 24; Messrs W, C.
Buchanan, A. J. Cndman, and John Me-
Kenzie, 22; Mr A, R. Guinness, 19;
Horw. Thos. Thompson and Mr T. Pa-
rata, 16; Messrs Scobie Mackenzie and
George Fisher, 16; Hon. Mr Carroll,
Messts George Hutchison, John Joyce,
F. Lawry, J. G, Ward, Robert ‘Thomp-
gon (Marsden), 15; Hon, W. Hall-
Jones, 12; Messrs W. Carncross, AW,
Hogg. I, M. Houston, J. W. Kelly, R.
Meredith, C. H. Mills, R. Moore, W. W.
Tanner, 11; Mr Felix M'Guire, 10, Mr
Rawlins is the gnly member who has
been present for only oune pedsion.

L * +*

Mra Goodwin, better known as “Bid-
dy of Buller,” died at Leefton Tast
Thursday of senile decay, aged %6
years. As far ms can be sscertained
shke waos the only female miner in New
Zealand, having pursued that cccupa-
tion up till about three years ago,
when failing health compelled bher to
desist, m—— s
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A little contrivance that prourises
to confer a boon on the ludies ang
bring a hand=vie fortune to the ow-
ners hax jiust been patented in New
Zewland and Australin—a apiral hair-
pin, the inveution of Mr k. It. God-
ward, of Invercargill. 1t operates slim-
pliy, camnot fal out, and from its con-
struction one half of the ordiuary
muinber of pins will suffice 1o hold the
hair securely even in 8 gale of wind.
Arrangements are now uwider way o
obtain the patent rights in American
and Europe. An inspection of the pin

- and its application te the hair war-

rants the belief that it will come into
firm favour and completely oust the
one now in use, and which is provoen-
tive of no end of annoyance to the fafe

BeX. - .
Bl L .
A’ coawtributor to' “fo-Day™ re-tells

a story which went the rounds a few -

years age. A man was poing by the
night mail to Cariyle, Ilefore atarting

he criled the gnard, tipped him beav. -

ily, and said, “I am peing to sleep, and
om » heavy sleeper. but T must get ont
at Carlisle, Get me out at all hazards,
Probably I shall swear and fight, b,
never mind that. Roll me out on the
platform if you ¢an’t get me out any
cother way.” The gunard promised, the
train started, the wan went to sleep,
and when he woke up he found him-
self at Glasgow? He called the guard,
aml expressed his views in very powen
ful language. The gmard listened with
a sort of admiring expression, but
when the aggrieved pnssenger paused
for hreath, he said, “Eh, mon, ye have
a fine gift o° swearin’, but ye canns
bawd a eannle to the ither mon whom
1 rolled ont on the platform ar Car-

lisle,”
* + +

That the contingent for the Trans-
val war splendidly equipped becomes
strikingly wanifest on looking down
the long list of articles provided by
the aniborities, saya the “Times.™
In addition to aH-the necessary horue
the . men

brush and ocosnb, knife, fork,: spoen

. and housewife, several ifferent kinds

ot shirts and even -blacking and skoo
brushes were not forgotten.<Those in
charge evidently spared neither money
nor trouble in fitting out the troop. -

+* + +

Apropos of this and of the collection
of raising, tobacco, cigarettes, ete.,
ete., for the men during the Waiwera's
voyage, one old soldier, who has seen
much roughing, called on a Southland
editor with & swggestion that some
philanthropist should invite tenders
for a supply “of lollipeps packed iu
water proof paper, sucking bottles,
and preserved milk™ for the K.Z. con.
tingent. He thinks that these would
be fitting accompaniments of the ciga-
rettes, guinine.pills, ete., showered
on our embryo soldiers by the bene-
ficent Wellington public. He also sug-
gests as a pilano has been presented
thein. that an accompanist should also
have been provided to enable them to
thoroughly enjoy the trip.

. +* +* *

A Sabbath Scheel teacher in Aunck-
land who had been telling the story of
David ended with: * And all this hap-

ned over three ihousand years ago.™
A little listener, her blne eyes_opening
wide with wonder, said, after a mo-
ment’s thonght, “Oh, dear! what & nic-

. mory you bave got!™.

. * + +*

There is a very smart gang of pick-
pockets at Wellington just at present.
At the Wellington Opera House last
week two Wairnyapa men were pick-
ed upon as fit subjects, and one had
his hip pocket cut out and relieved of
his money, The other nearly lost Lis
watch, but felt it being skipped from
hie pocket, and cavght held of it. He
failedd, however, to see the would-ba
pickpocket. Several other cases are

reporied.
o + + L ]

The latest cricket yarn is by no
means & bad one. The occasion was
& match of some woment, when an
“All Epgland” teamnm were playing
agaloet a score and two of local lumin-
ariea in the Bouth of England. Among
the *“All England"” representatives
were Abel and Lohmann, from whom
great ihings were evidently expect-
ed by those who had engoged them
for the match. A proviacial fair was
being celebrated omn & part of ghe

fickt where the play was procesding,
ondd srtached to these fontivition wers
the nbigniteus cocoanul shiea Nearly
ull through the vontest” the play hod
goxe distinetly in favour of the local
when theie fnal batsman
wan sent in they appeared to have an
excellent el ve of winning. I're-

I seit o
n over to the cocon-
nut stand, where Lohmann was wateh-
ing his chance. The wttul Gelder saw
the Lall coll in wmong the cocoy
where it was very roon lust 1o si
Rexvlved, however, ta Inxe a0 time,
be selzed o smcdl cocounut and horled
it over to Abel, who waa w i-keep-
ing. Alel at once got his wmnn ant, .o,
alipping the nut into his pocket. kept
bhix own counsel. until Lohmnaun mi-
roifly returned the venl nrtiele.  And
to this duy the local tweniy-twa krow
not how the professionnls won that

mateh,
- +* +

A curious thing nbout Hdies’ farh- -

ions is that we mo soviter pet ncer

" tomed to one style than the denr erea-

Tures are off in hot purseit of another.

Take, Tor instance, the fashion W bair, °
We bad Intely got to like the fringe, :

which wns a vast improvement on the
witerfril; but the fringe, among cers
tain of the fair sex, is being supplant-
ed by what may be enlled the whis-
kers—-that style of arranging her tres-
ses which mukes Belinda look as if
she had horrowesd those side adorn-
ments from lher brother. 1t is dread-
fully ugly, this Iatest fashion. If it
should “cateh on,™ it will anly be be-
cause Helinda desires more and more
10 lessen the distinction between the
sexes. MNaving appropriated her bro-
ther’s hat, eollar, frout, waisteoat, nue
—other things, why shouldn™ she seek
to get ns near as may be to his hirsute
attachments? And if whiskers, why
not beartfs and moustaches? In that
case, depilatories and procerses for ihe
removal of superfluows hair will be no
fonger in demand, NBut the new fash-
ion may take n turn in the direction
of the ol chignon—a horrid and dirty
arrangement thut was in full swing
thirty years ago. The chignon wnas
accompanied by pnds — resembling

plummets or polonies in shape and °

size—which were hnng on. ench side
of our darlings’ heads. These pads
were _concealed of course wnder the
hair, excepf 2% night, when they were

hung—like ilkenny eats on a slothes

line—over the .hack .of . chair. It
mnst be admitted that the chignon,
encased in 2 chenille net] had dex waes
when Tielinda happened.to have a.back
fall on:the ice. .But ne use that any-
body ever -knew cowld e aseribed to
the polonies. Nevertheless. there are
many things much more nnlikely than
the development of the present side-
whisker style into the old polanial
fashion.~ :
- + + +*

Coincidence reached its long arm
ont after a Victorinn family a few
weeks ago. The father and two sons
were eanmped near timber on a windy
night. A tree came down over the
tent, killing the futher, and pinning
one son under the ruins. Son No. 2
in the endeavour to extricate his
brother upset a hilly of beiling water
over his foot, scalding himself Ladly,
Assistance was obtained and the two
sufferers removed for medical aid, a
third brother Leing wired for. He ar-
rived the following evening, and
when dismounting from his horse.
got n kick from the fnithful steed
which Inid him on hiz back beside the
other two, with a boidly damaged lep.
Two sisters were also summoned, and
in driving down were npset from a
g, and added to the list, Up to date
the remaining unhurt member of the
family has been able to successfully

dodge . misfortune.

+ + &

A figure robed in white suddenly
presenting itself in a fonely spot on &
dork night is caleulated to disturb the
equanimity of the least susceptible,
and it is not surprising that several
young ladies, returning from church
service at Woodlands on a recent Sun-
day became nimost prostrate with fenr
when an apparition of this description
suddenly hove in sight. Inquiries were
inetituted and revealed the identity ot
the practical jokers, who appeared bLe-
fore Mr Poyoton, Stipendiary Magis-
trate, in due course. They were
Jads named Joseph Alathieson and
John Berry, whe were charged with
threatening bhehaviour and admitted
the offence, one of theme etating that
when going home he took a sheet off
the clothes line, and, throwing it over
him, proceeded to enjoy himself at the
expense of passers-by. They were also
charged with removing gates and
agnin pleaded guilty, though they de-
nied the insinuation that they had

been connected with recent acte of
lIarrikicika wlich hwl besn commit.
tedd ar Womsllands, Ench way fined 107
with vosts 376,

+* + +*

Mrs Langtry's new 25-vear-ol) hus-
band epmes af very wenlthy people,
Lt his own foture in believed 1o con-
®int mos1ly of #xpet: Mrs L. is
kiid 1o have lost ¢ KimR nn the
tarf. and 10 be unidor the necessity of
reiricting  atters, “The Pegens-
ratex.” the new Havmarkot piere in
which che phys hersine, was written
for her ana apparently  ronmd  her
aw very  mottled  carerr.  Wieite
Emily Soldene to Seduey “E. Xews™:
“The picce iz andncions 1o 2 degres,
inasmreh na it Portraye the eareer of
Mrs Langrtey with wondertol felity
amd how well she plavs jtT She isn
enmedion and polishod woman of 1he
world, par excellence—~ nnt o meladrn-
matie-tnking-the - stage - stand-jn-the
Hmetight woanan, ot o elightful wo-
man. whe has lived her lite, ann
owns wp. ‘T'm what T am.” say: she
with o eharming moue. ‘not what ¥
ouplit to be.. T wizh I could tell yon
half the elever thiogs she has to say,
itk the clever way she savs thenn
“-8he likea a gallon in the mering

with the ‘Liver brigade—hueinet ji's

mostly men.' She is a divorces. and
her lute husbanit ‘suffered dreadinily
from deeree nisi,' nnd (died—of “rule
abrolute  She  wices. khe pambles

{there’s a rovlette table in the draw-

ing ronm), Bhe owns horses, She's

pood for nothing. bat such a fascinn-
tor.  *Well, Tebhy.” says she 1o the
Imke of Orme. ‘you wsed to go the
pace with me. “Only for n few furs
a¥s FBobly, eaddlingr hiz knee:
such n staxer!” ‘Talk about »
stayer! Mrs Langtry played ot the
Haymarket Mondav evening. waa in
the aclling paddnck. Dencaster, Tnes-
day morning. aad played at 1he Hay-
market Tuezdny evening., Now, about
Mrs Langtry's iooks. She alwolutely
looks just about as old ns she s, nei-
tiier more nor less: a little thin in the

fice. The ance beantiful ivory eom-
plesion, soft amd white, has gone.
She has the appearance of a ‘real

hunting woman—-cross-country rider.
© fixing her fences like o bind, her face
tannesd; - . figure slender, . exquisite,
shivulers “aguare, hend well wp.: the
hlue ever -Once upon a time soft and
wmnbering,. are  now bright. shiniapg
and bImer—uoutch -Buwer. - They rival
the . wenderful diamonds  avd  .tur-
gqnoizex she wears - on . -nras. neck.
round the waist, on. her diamond
dusted  boadice. Her expression is
eharming—such good - temiper, such
a dnre-de¥il. snch a good hcart—when
you get at it (she deesn't wear it on
her sleevel. No waonder the men fall
in love. 1 myself am full of admira-
tion for her awd her specinl and
highly entertaining gifts, 1ut she is
not an objeci of reverence to all per-
sons, Dining up the river the other
dayv a peripatetio nigger put his head
in the open French window. 'Gif hoas er
job, Mister. Hi ean sing. Wi enng ter
th' Prince fopwn hat Cowes: nn', Hi've
sung ter Mrs Langiry an’ hall 'er “us-
bLands—dead an' halive "

+ + +*
It is reported to the Nelson “Mail”
that certain agents are {ravelling

around the orcharils treating fruit
trees with a blight specific for which
they say a putent has heen applied for.
The charge made is 1/ n tree for ireat-
ment and 17/6 a gallon for the specific,
and it is aolleged 1hat the agents
claim to be working wnder the sanc-
tion and approval of the Department
of Agricuiture, and “doing trees for
the Government,” An orchardist or
the district recentily made inquiriea
of the Department of Agricwlinre, and
the appended telegrnm has been re-
ceived: “Welliogton, Have never re-
commended any patent hlight specifie.
has no authority to nse my or
any other Government officers’ name,
He has not applied to He -ra.r__lor
patent. Letter follows (Signed) Kirk,
Giovernment RBiologist.”

+ *+ * '

And now, say the a1|thor11iea,' the
game which ousted croquet is itsel!
fallen upon evil days, and croquet
geems likely once more 1o enjoy &
ineasure of what was her own. “The
wpread of golf bhas done fer Eennis
what tennix did for eroguet,” bat,
curiously enough, the introduction
of golf has rehabilitoted the less im-
posing game. There s po lenger
need to be apologetic or deprecricry
in confessing yourself a croquet-
Jover. Lt is now a strong, scicntific

stime, recognised ns reguiring
thought and skil, and grown wonly
the more interesting tro'm its re-
markable series of viciasivudes.




