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Penelope (in this cswa his ecomstitn-
ency) besieged Ly numerous sultors,
And unfortunately he can huave na
such assurance as the classical wan-
derer had that Penelope has been true
to him. What wonder then that
doubt, distrust, suspicion, by turns iay
hold on = mind niready jaded by the
work and worries of the wession, and,
worge than these, the thought that
another was undermining hin  in-
Auence and taking away hia political
character while he was absent in Wel-
lington. You will generally remark
sbout the -memwber back from a final
Eesion & more or less nervousness of
manner, and a marked desire to in-
gratinte himself with the electors, Of
course, all candidates evince the same
desire, but 1 fancy the olkd member
muoch more than the new, for the for-
mer feela that he has not only got to
create a pood impression, but baz also
in all like¢lihaod several bad ones to re-
move. OF course, whea one is met with
a pwrse of sovereigne and a baaquet,
the case is quite different. Then the
member strikes the stara with his rub-
lime heacd; but. as I said at the out-
set, how rare, how very rare. are these
tokens of gratitude amd confid:nee.
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THE. MAN WHO CONFESSED.

It is to be doubted whether, at the
present moment. the death of even the
most eminent literary man would
arouse even a momentary flivker of
interest, 50 engrossed is public atten-
tiom with matters more zensational,
Tt is not therefore to be wondesed at
that the demise of AMr Grant Alien
which occurred this week was possed
over euntirely without remask as =
minor cable  brevity of extremely
minor importance, ¥Yet perhaps there
is more that-callse for remark in the
consideration af the work and char-
acter of the decrased scientist and
novelist than would bLe the case wirh
men of greater eminence in literature.

it has beem the bitter experieoce of
many brilliant and clever men to find
thelr best and worthiest efforts un-
appreciated. 1t has fallen to fewer

1o discover ~ that - though the
public: - would have . : none of
their good work it was. willing

1o take any quantity of what wan dis-
tinctly inferiow, and. of very mediocre
qualify.  Mr Grant Allen was one of
these men. nised as one of the
most able ‘and lucid writers oo orp-
tain- seientifie subjects, he found -that
thie work—undoubiedly hix best——
was appreciated only by the minority
wio are iuteresied in such matters.
A chance incursion inte the realms
of ficticn revealed to him that he pos-
sessed the faculty of telling a story.
He at-first tried to make his stories
what he thought they ought fo be,
but as he has told us, he found that
the more he wrote down to the public
taste the better it paid him. Other
men lLave discovered the same thing
betore, but so far as my recoilection
goes Grant Alten was the first and is
the ooly maa who has openly said
g0. “Much aof  what 1 wTite
is  rotten,” he said, “much is
vulgar in style and eonception, much
ia utterly unworthy of e and my
powers, but you prefer rottenness, and
like vulgarity, and whereas you refuse
to buy my best, you tumble over each
other im haste to purchase what I
kpow to be bad, but which has been
specially manufactured to meet your
degenerate tastes.” This cynical de-
claration was made very much more
forcefully, and at considerable length,
in one of the foremost critical maga-
zines or reviews, the “Nineteenth Cen-
tury™ if T mistake not. Nathing couhl
have heen more contemptuous than
ihe tone the povelist adopled towards
his patrors. That he utterly despised
them apd their tastes he reiterated
again and again, but since by pander-
ing to their appetite he could secure to
Thimself lusury and leisure in which
to write other and Dbetter works ke
would do ga, and having obtained goods
and leisure would issue now and again,
he maid, "Lill top messages,” which
would be his best, hut which he felt
sure woulkd not pay. Naturally the
article caused much comnient at the
time, most of it fiercely sntagonistic
to Mr Alles. His attitude in the mat-
ter waa desounced &3 “a pose” by
the weighiier aud wiser crities, sand
the youuger wen shrieked in horror
at such a shawmeless confession of the
worship of mammon, sud said that
it was the bounden duty of every man
to givc the public only what he knew
10 be Lia hest even if he had to starve.
And of course everyone agreed with
thess beautiful sentiments. None of
ms would dare t{o deny our duty. iIno
theory of course we must all give the

. can—claims

public what we know in our heart of
hearts 10 be heat for it, but alas und
alack, how many of us dare to do it?
How many even 6f our parsons dare
dencunce the ehifty conduct, the
meanuesn, the roguery which just es-
capes that name, shich are daily
practised by the most respectable
memberz of their flock wunder the
shamefully abused excuse that “busi-
ness is businesz?" They know that
under cover of “business is business™
things are done which rerit the most
scathing condemnation. yet they never
attempt it. ‘They woold pretend
ignoranece, or make some well sounding
#xcuse i you pressed them, but at the
bottomn of it all is visible expediency.
It doesn't pay” to put the matter in
ali its ugly vulgarity. Aud it is the
same throughout, the press not by amy
means exceptel Grant Alles openly
admitted to this bowing down in the
house of Rimmon, we do it and deny it,
there ia all the difference. Prabably it
is inevitable; it is part of evili of our
nature, and it is impossible for the
majority of us to overcome it. There
are of course men wha de d¢ &0, and
if they are successful, and despite
their refusai to bow before the false
Goda, rise to high places in the land,
then we do- then hononr.
But those who through the same
brave zresoive fail by the way, we
merely pass with some disdaioful re-
mark abott eccentric persons in-
capabie of making their way in the
world. Whether the author of those
marvellously clever “Strange Stories™
was merely humbugging as an ati-
humbeg or not I have never been able
to decide in my own mind. Un-
qunestionably, however, the later novels
were ©f an utterly different class to
those first stories in which somcthing
approaching  genins  stoed  revealed,
But whether the unabashed vulgarity
of =iy the “Adrentures of Miss Caley™
were loss objectionable than the
Hill Top seties id, to say the least of
it, & very open squestion.
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THE LATEST CURTL.

A hitherto unknown sxperimental-
ist——1 suspeet he must be an Ameri-
to “have - discovered 'a
means of curing imsanity by injecting
goat Iymph inte the patient’s .veins.
But why the gont? - To jmdpe by that
commen slang expression-“playing the
giddy goat.” - which:~ I wnderstand
means bekaving with somewbat un-
restrained levity. The goat has never
been credited with & larger degree of
sanity in his eompesition than most
other beasts of the field. but rather
less. Perhaps, however, the discov-
ery ig another triumph for homoes-
puathy. And what a triumph! If the
madness of meukind could be cursd
by the injection of goat lymph we
should soon be living in a very differ-
ent world, that is. of course, if the
stock of poats did not run eut. There
is always that danger, for the amount
ol insanity, altogether apart fromn
what finds its way to the lunatic asy-
lum, is probaliy incaiculable. Con-
sider the sacrifice of kids thut waonld
be pecessary to cure the boundless
silliness and inarity of the race. Man
is indebted to the lower animals for
many things, but it would be raiher
a strange condition of things il we had
t0 go to them direct for the remova-
tion of our brains, as we are indirectly
obliged to them for the renovation of
muscular tisswe, Think what it weould

mean to all of ws were the pfiacipie-’
here suggested universal in itk appli- |
nalf--

cation. If we counld acquire the
ties of the different animals-Jhy iXijec-
tion of their lymph, the cowaid might
become a very.lion in bravery) and the

taily inkerit something of the tander- -

ness of the dove. The wicked would
ceare from troubling after a brief
treatment by the dector, the gaols
would be empty, the policeman’s corm-
pation gone and rvirtee reign trium-
phant. And even if this medicine Lnd
only power over physical conditions
and not mental, whut a boon it would
be in thiz age of shattered mervous
systems, dyspepsia, and *thmt tirea
feeling.” Imagine being eudowed
with the nerves of a British bulldos,
the digestion of an ostrich, or the uwn-
wearied energy of the tiger. Buat T
aw afraid that the vision is but a vis-
jon, It iw & dream that has been
dreamt over and over again aince the
dawn of creation. ss it not to gain
the virtues of the men they had kilied
in battle that our Maorin ate their
bodiea? Probably they deluded them-
selves into the belief that they me-
tually did assimilate the prowess of the
deceared am they did their flesh; bot
we koow better.  Fa before we pin our
faithk W this latest cure for imsanity
ws shall requirs pomme very tangibie
proofl of its efficacy,

adenowledge
~ground which they hUve never suc-

‘#ich deposits to ‘be expleited in -the

Current: Comment.

*FRISCO MAIL RIVALRY. Aled the position half se well; hap-

. pily, perhapr, there is not one ko
The Aucklanders have rejected,and  rash as to make the attempt. Thaoes
by political combination defeated,

who incline to blame the Premier for
one compromise, There in, however, factical mistakes and occasional
another which has on & previous lapses from the highest standard of
oceasion been supported in  these politieal tact and temper, should
columng (says the Wellington “Post”™). rememhber the herculean nature of the
It is that Auckland should be made

task he set himeelf before they judge
the port of arrival for the incoming or eondemn. Taking all {he cincum-

THE

mail, and - Welliogion the port stances into ascount, ibe Premier de-
of departure far the out- perves to be warmly congratulated
coming steamer, Such —am “ar- upon the ability with which he man-

rangement would give Auckland, it
is true, more tham her fair share of
the service, but it weuld be & dis-.
tinet, improvement on the present
system, The Southern tatricts

agerd the House during a period when
personal and party feeling ran higher
than it has done for ten years past.
By achieving what he has done, al-
most unaided, with a small majority,
would at least have the chance-of and with followers made restive by
auswering by return mail. This com- the nearness of a general election,
promise also will no.doubt be opposed  Mr Seddon has proved that he has wot
vigorously by the Northerners, who deteriorated in force of character,
are gradually forcing a confliet upon  iact, ant abilitg to hawdle mgn, - -
the question whether they ’rlel CII:I- . * ¥ -*
titled to the mail service at all. Is £S5 -
all the rest of the colopy to be saeri- LIBEL L\ng&)!& an
ficed to the selfishness of A\mk‘;anﬂ? : .
It Wellington were made the distri- . . .
buting centre altogether, Auckland thfo:::n:ense _wonld gg. st that
merchants would still ‘have time ef paper giving s accurate re-
encugh between the incoming and f:el:ﬁ?.gs::;t:ﬁ;nll:empag:ﬂi;& p(“s:?:
outgoing mails ‘to reply to their Tet- g ; ' _
ters, w‘hge-reas at present Dnxedin peo- the “Southland News"), but-againkt
ple ' pever have any time to spare thia it is urged that were such the
. case evilly dispesed persns possesaed

d ften than' mnot have their !
outward ‘mail elomed before- the ia. ©f means might be able (hrough the
medium of “men of straw™ to gratify

ward oue arrives. It is nanecessary, their malice or apite. . The 1 v
however, ta repeat the “many argn- - Te i Do
o repe he e much, however, in this view. A scan-

ments that can be, ‘and have beon, b
afdvanced im favour -of Wellington. Oalons or lxbe]lut{s statement mnade
We wounld only ask our own people to ~iD a crowded meeting is so far publc
make common canse -with those of Property that it becomes the topic—
the Scuth Island in compelling a re- Probably with embellishments—of the
consideration of the position, and a “man in the street.”  Aund, & quite
re-arrangement of the mail servica in  possible  conlingency—the absence
the interests of the many and pot from the meeting of the person as-
sailed or maligned—he is placed In

of the few. -

&+ » + ;]he n;kaward position of having to
- - o ear buif a dozen or more contradie-
"A "FI‘MELl W-“SNIXG tory versions of what really was said

abont him. ¥or it is an established
fact that after the lapse of a few
minutes, to say nothing of hours or

The dredging biom, &0 muchk in
eviderice at present, s beyond gques-
#

gion ased on n told foumlation  SLSLSS o ararme will ire exmolly
turps in eertain fortwnate - claims the game version of what they beth

fruly -‘believe 0. hare heard. : The
person- aggricred is, therefore, placed
i a disadvantage—that iz if their dis-
eretipnary power of elimination. has
?een exercised by reporier or editor,
Where, however,-the tarcase is, there 1 that Be has no positive legal: evi-
will .the :vulinves. be gathered - to- dence.: Were reports .prisileged : he
gether, and we find the speculative would have at beat, the lcast question-
promoters to the fore with all sorts #ble, proof in the reporter's. motes. As
nf schemes, offering attractions to o suppositious immunity of the “man
the sanguine of making tuch ount of of straw.” there is already the re-
littte, and sketching visionary pros- tonrse of eriminalaction forlibel. The
peets of big dividends and accumu- procedure nnder thiz may be some-
lated wealth The temptintion to what cumbersome, but it should set
gamble in shares haz taken hold -of be dificult to simplify it s0 as to
all classes of the commumity, from make punishment swift and sure. -
the staid merchant and the sBubstan- - * e

tial tradesman te-the clerk and the . N :

office boy. Shares are consequently MODERN JOUBNALLSM.
being taken up with no idea of meei-
ing the inevitable liability of calls.
but in the certain hope of selling cut
at a profit. There will beyond gues-
tion be a rude awakening when the
day of reckoninz arrives; when calls
come thick and fast, and there is no
chance of wnleading; when every-
body wants to sell, and nobody is
particularly anxions to boy;  when
the statements of flaming pro=pectun-
ses are tested in the fires of experi-
ence, and it is found that all is not
gold that glitters, and realisation
falis® vrery short of anticipations bas-
ed on the reports of mining experts,
who always have such a wonderful.
amd appreviation T oI~

Teasonably ‘indicate thsé there are

beds and on the banks of the risers,
and that the fielt for iavestment i,
al the. least, distimetly: promising.

It is-vulgar in s menidacity; volgar
in ite eatch-balfpenny scares, in. its
thoughts, and in its way of expressing
them (says a writer in the Lonadon
“Referee™). Axnd the moarafal truth
is that iz the ancient cant of the trade
it supplies a want; its exjstence is an
answer 1o a popular demand. It is at
onece a consequence and 3 canse of
ignorance, of sensationalism, of vapid
incapacity for thinking. . Ii reflects the
modern mob as ia a mirrer, It im-
ages the greedy passion for emotion
which has no reference to justiee and
reason, &s. whea it trapsforms the
-figure of a sordid munleress imto that
of a tragi¢ victim-to a brutal law. It
is no less true to the popular vices of
sunremsoning feeling ia -its oceasional
clamour for war. It plays, ia short,
to its own awdience, and if its awdi-
ence were of a different sort wonid
play other tunes. Iike everything
else, it acts and is acted upon.’ 1t
conld not exist without the existence
of certain lamentable 2lements im the
character of the people, and it con-
stautly tends to augment the charae-
teristics by which it lives. “My sons,'
‘#aid the preaching friar to Panparte
and Sweynheim, when he foond them
and their elumsy printing press by
the wayside, “you carry lere the very
wings of knowledge. ©Oh, aever abuse
this great craft! Print mo ill books!
“They would fly abroad ecuntless as

ceeded i ytilising do “their own ad-
wvantage, ’
+ +* +

OVER-WORKED PREMIER AND
LUNRULY HOUSES

In habts and bebaviour the House
has not during the- session
shown any sign of improvement. The
hours kept were scandalous; the con-
duct of members was frequently very
bad (thinks the N.Z. “Times™). This
too, despite the fact that the Speaker
was more than usualiy alert io su
press personalities dind uphold the
dignity of the Chamber. Perhaps
some of the respounsibility for dis-
orderly “scenes™ must be placed upon
the Leader gf the House, who was all
the seasion snffering from over-work. locusts and !ny_' waste men’s sounk.”
Howewer, with two Ministers absent, And the chrouicler of this epizode—
one am invalid hardly sble to sddremsn  real #r imaginary—adds: “The work-
the Chamber, and suother wtruggliog men 3aid they would seomer put their
half the time to rebut charges msde handg under the screw than =0 abume
against his administration, Mr Sed- their goodly- craft® TRut those wers
don's achievement in losdimg the ~dayw of much shwplicity and litthe
-Honse 30 wel] can only s described competition, and thewm waz them no
as wonderfol - There not anether gren! beast of a popuniace to yoar for
-man in the oolony whe conkl kave garbage. . - e



