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- The N.Z. Transvaal ‘Contingent,

THE DEPARTURE FROM WELLINGTON, = .
—E T

. The New Zealand contingent of vol-
unteers for the Transvaal, 200 strong,
left Wellington for Bouth Africa on
Sutyrday last. Enormous enthusiasmn
was displayed on the occasion, the
demonstration being the largest and
mont hearty yet witnessed in Welling-
ton or any other city of the colony.
The march of the men from their
camp at Karori ta the place of em-
burkation began at twenly minutes
post one, Om the way the con-
tingent was met by an escort
of the Heretannga Mounted Rifles, and
at the Botanical Gardens by the Gar-
rizgon and Palmerston,Bands, who
played before them the Teet of the
way,
back streets, which were well lined

by spectators, but the real crowd was

only encountered when the contingent
reached Lambton Quay. Here people
were to be found in thick ranks, which

increased in volume as the strects

abutting on the whart were reached.
Jervois Quay itself, the broadest
avenue in the city, was thronged from
end- to end, as well as the open land
abutting on 'it, All the roofs com-
manding a view were lined, the steam-
ers at the wharves were packed even
to the rigging, and the lopg breasr-
work nlong the guay was erammed
The quay was lined by a double rank
of volunteers, who kept An open space

{for the passage of the contingent. The’

latter, after making their way up and
down a number of short streets, for
the purpose of giving 88 many 8 pos-
gible a chance to see New. Zealand's

chosen, reached the quay shortly
before -three. o'clock, and- amid
‘continuous cheers formed up

in front of .4 temperary stand pro-
jecting from the breastwork.  Up to
this' the weather had been cloudy and

windy, but no socner had the men

placed themselves in two ranks than
the sun shone out brightly and ‘ths
wind began to Inll. His- Exeellency,
Tady Ranfurly, and suite, arrived at
three oclock; aml the speech-making
- then began, S . R
Mr Blair, Mayor of Wellingtion, said
he took up a position as represemting
the whole of the people of New -.ea-
land.  No movement in the colony
had ever been so spoutanecus and so
general in its extent us the despatch of
the contingent for the [ransvaal. He
hagd received  telegrams from Mayors
of about sixty . towns and boroughs,
wishing the contingent God-speed.
These telegrams might be divided into
two categories, and as indicating the

apirit which pervaded all the mes-- T part of the world,

- perinl soldier, he felt sure they would
" be dutiful and brave men.

sages, he read two of them as follows:

“Thanks cordial invitation. . Berry
cannot  attend personally. . Kindly
convey to contingent good wishes
from myself and inhabitanis of Grey-
mouth, May they have successful and
brillinet eareer, and speecy return to
New Zealand,—Mathiesen, . Mayor,
Greymouth.” -

“To Officers and Men of New Zea-
land Contingent: Friends,—Be united;

be strong; trust in God, the King of

Kings. . Then the victory will be to
the Empire. Good-bye all. T had had
hopes of having. gone with you.—¥,
Jeune, Coromendel,”- . - . .-

Mr Blai* went on to say
had .b¥éen told the centingent was only
a-small force, but those who said that

prompted ita ‘despatch. - They over-
looked the fact that the despntch of
this contingent would have a preat
effect on the future well-being of the
Empire, It showed that the British
nation wonld not be divided by any
FPower on earth. In conclusion, Mr
Blair addressed the contingent thus:
“Un behalf of the people of New Fea-
land, we wish you God-speed. T am
sure you will worthily uphold the
honour of New Zealand, and that you
will come back with honour.” ~

Lord Renfuriy said the ‘huge con-
course of people that had assembled
that day showed the vhat interest the
people of Kew Zealand had taken in
the despateh of the conmtingent. For
the firat time in history New Zealand-
eras were pgathered together to eay
farewell to troops sent to the seat of
war. He felt convinced that should
ocoasion arise these men would do
their duty nobly, and prove no un-
worthy. defenders of that dauntless
dslnnd race whose colonrs waved over
ws, and whose record wne second to

© one people.
Most of the route lay through -
" tralasian Parlinments to sanction the
* despatch of a eontingent, and the de-

‘ heartfelt thanks and gratitude.
. was Tratalgar day, and our men were

" their Lravery,

" whole of New Zealand.

- chine:

that they -
. contingent showed we were one in
:mind,. and ‘had not forgotien what
the' epirit - which had " -
- the contingent would reflect credit
- and honour upon themselves and the
" colony.

“triumph to remember mercy.

none, An occasion auch as this
ahonld arouss in their hearta the
greatest  patriotism.  *1hia,”  said

Lord Hanfurly, “is Trafatgar day, aud
may Nelson's motto be youra! “The
eyea of the world are upon you, and
we in New Zealand wish Jou God-
speed.”

Mr Seddon sald it was with pleazura
he would spruk a few words on this
great occasion. That gathering 1-p
resented not only Wellington, but
every man, womaun, and child in the
coleny. ‘The pecple by their presence
and sympathy had shown that they
were of one mind in supporting the
Mother Country in  her present
trouble. 1t would be cheering to the
people of the Mother Country, and
would show all natiens that we were
The New Zealand Parlia-
ment had heen the first of the Aus-

¢isinn to do so shouldt have Dheen

* unanimona. New Zealand had shown
* what it could do.

On October 5 the
contingent was accepted, and on the
21st the people were gathered to-
gether to wisch them God-speed. New
Zealand was the tirst colony to em-

. bark its contingent. This prompt de-
* spatch reflected great evedit an all

concerned, particularly on rhe Com-
mandant of the Forces, the Command-
ant of the Contingent, and the ship-
ping company. All those who had
worked to bring this abetit hnd their
This

going to battle for freedom, They
were going to assist in making the

. people of the Transvaal free, and in

maintaining eivilisation and liberty in
the Transvanl. The position was
unigue. We were simply working out
our destinies. and tending to make
ours the dominant race of the world.
Our men were going to fight for one
ftag, one Queen, one tongue, and one
countrr. Tmperial and colonin] troops
were about to fight side by side, and

- a berd of union would be formed tuat:

wonld last for ever. Addressing the
contingent, he said he had no fear of

the traditions of their race. and cool-

- ness, determination, and bravery must
- win ih the long run.
_ remember that the hearis of the peopie

They must also

of Wew Zealand wendt with them,

" Major Robin would do his part, and it
* was for the men to do theirs.

The
result must be for the glory of New
Zealand and of the Empire.

Captain Russell said it wag indeed a

' privilege to be able to say a word of

congratulation on this occaslon. The
conftingent, when they reached their

_destination, would be alied with an

army that had won bonour in every
As an old Im-

They were
taking with them the goodwill of the
In ihe Im-
perial army they would find charming
comrades, and they would come back
with Imperial instinets, feeling they
were working partners in a greaf ma-
Concluding, Captain Russell
said, “When you return to New Zea-

.land covered with glory and full of

experience the whole of New Zealand

. will be here to welcome you as re-
. turning brothers who have done good
. service for the Empire.”

Sir Kobert Stout also spoke a few
words. He said the despatch of the

Britain had dene for us. He felt sure

The following is the full text of
Bishop Wallig' special prayer, offered
up after the speeches ha:d been de-
livered: —*Aimighty Lor God, King

" of ‘all the earth, who hast formed our
nation te show forth Thy praise, and

has protected it unto this day, con-
tinne to us, we pray Thee, Thy loving
kindoess that we may hand down to
the gemevations to come the heritage
whilh Thou hast pgiven us. Btreng-
then our soldiers, especiafly those wha
hrve gone forth from these islands.
that they may fight mantully against
all appression and injustice. Defend

" them in every peril and comfort them

in every trouble. Qive victory to their
arma, and teach them in the hour of
And,
finnlly, grent to us all, and to our
enemies, & perpetual fear and love of
Thy bnly name that we may hereatter

serve Thee In peace tog, ther, through '

Jesuw Christ our Lord.” .

They would maintain -

The following letter from Major
Robin's father was read by the ['re-
wmier:—

Dunedin, October 18, 1809, Ta the
officers and men of the ‘[ransvaal con-
tingent,—1 am very zorry 1 capnot
pussibly be present with you to-dny
to bid you God-speed, but I cunnot let
this opportunity slip of addressing o
you & few wordas. Many kind friends
are writing ua to say that the colonial
troops will be 20 placed s not to ba
exposed to duangers. We thank them
very murh for their kind solicitude,
but e you will, I understand, form

., an integral part of the Imperial army,

: most to PYoint Jerningham.

you will no doubt be found in the
place where duty calls, and taking
your fair share in the army's work,
whotever that muy Le. I feel confi-
dent that you will follow wherever
you are led, and should you face the
enemy in the ficld of batile that yon
will s0' comport yourselves as if yvau
felt that on each of your own imdi-
vidual arms huang vietory, I have not
the least doubt that your officers will,
as far na in them lie, ‘ree to your
safety and eomfort, and I fell confl-
dent we may ‘rest asaured that yonr
honour, and that of New Zenland, will
be fonnd in safe keeping. Doys, may
the God of Battles be with yon in .lhe
ranks, ns elsewhere. He will, if -on
ask Him, he found a very preaent help
in time of trouble. Tn the far distaot
lend, amid war's alarms, may there be
underneath and around you the evers
lasting arms. is the sincere desire of
yours faithfully, J, Robin,

On the conclusion of the speeches
Colonel Penton gave the men a fow

"minutes to take leave af their friends,

The rauks of the Navals immedialely
opened out, and the erowd poured in,
Hugping and kissing were the order
of the day, and tears flowed freely
as farewells, which, no deubt;, many
felt might possibly he farewell, in-
deed, were tuken., So great was the
crush, that some of the men were cut
off from the rest, and 'had nfterwards
to struggle fo the steamer as best
they could. "As once agnin the but-
tulion formed up, and began to march
to the steamer’s side, the people mass-
ed ‘on the roofs opposite broke .out
into a corona of avhite handkerchicis.
The effect at that lofty elevation of
these fluttering sipgnala was rather
striking, 7The spectators then maved
off to points whence a view of the
marine spectacle could be obtained.
Thousands lined the shores of the re-
claimed Jand, and spread beyoud al-
In fact,
t¥he water front was pretty well lined
for a stretech of three Miles. The
wharves, of course, were filled, and
hours before the steamers announced
ta escert the troopship had been pack-
ed with thousands of voyagers. The
waiters had rather a long interval to
fill in; as the embarkation took some

time. The substantial gangway, by
which the horses had been taken
aboard, had notices conspicuously

posted on it, warning stowaways that
they wonld be prosecnted at Albany,
and under these Colenel Penton took
his stand, roll in Yand, and each man's
name was checked before he went on
board. ‘l'his occupied nearly an hour,
and the opportunity was seized by
some to have another and less pubtic
leave-taking of their friends thun the
one on the way, and as soon as o fair
number of the men got on boardl, de-
monstrations of friendship and good
feeling begnn to .be exchanged be-
tween ship and wharf. Buskets of
fruit were sent up by rope and hand.
One gentleman was able to get a part~
ing snapshot of his son, who had en-
sconred himself in the rigging. By-
and-bye the men broke into “Seoldiers
of -the Queen,” and the Natlonal An-
them, which was heartily responded to
by 'the volunteers. The crowd ashore
then, led by a half-caste member of
the contingent, gave the Maori war
cry composed tor themn, which was

replied to with even more vigour by -

another native battle ¢cry from a coun-
try corps. Thus' the time was filled
in till the finnl shout betokened the
passuge of the contingeut officers up
the gangway, snd as Colonel Penton
stoad at the barrieade, the men gave
Wiim three cheers, aud then once more
ruised the Nntional Anthem. The
apectators joined in, and the Wajwern
began to sheer off, .

As the big vessel slowly drew away,
criea of furewell, shouts, and cheers,
now for individuals, now for mli, were
unceasing, and smid a scene of the
utmost enthusiasm, precisely ne tha
cloek struck five, the Waiwern ‘headed
cut inte the harkour.-

The demounstration, however, by no
means ended here. By this time 14
stemuers, bluzing with bunting, and
loaded with thousands of people, hnaid
pulted out from the wharves, ond
formed jute two lines, in readinesa for
the troopship, They were of pii nizes,

frowm the stately Mokola ta the tiny
Munuroa, which bore Mr A, G. John-
®on, B veteran al this work, end murs
whal of the duy. -

At half-apeed atlh maved off dewn the
harbour and escorted the Wiiwera ta
the Hends, llere they closed up, and
at a vignal nl the vesscls fired bombs,
blew  thelr whistlen, and  peneraily
nude as much noike as possible, theie
paszengers waving flags and habdker
¢hiefs, and the wen of the contingend
s&houting themselves hoarse in return
1t was m scene of even wmore cxcite-
ment than en the wharf, and coulé
not very well lie gurpassed fuor spon
taneity or heortiness. Then the big
ship put ‘her head deterwinedly to see,
and in a few winutes wns steaming
out into the Pacific on lier four weeks*
journey.

The prompt despaich of the New
Zeulund Contingent for South Africa
in especially crelituble to the colony
in view of the fact that the idea of
sending forces ta the Cape was pro-
pused in Australia before it wus
atarted here. The Australinn forces
are not yot ready, and it will be some

. time before the New South Wales and

other forces get away. The New Zea-
lund Contingent will therefore be the
first of the colonial troops on the
=eene of way, and as our force will
be there anon after the British army

- ecorps s landedt they will have a ver®

pood chance of being sent to tha
front, brigaded with Tmperial troops,
and of seeing active service,
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