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‘The Story of the Last War with the Boers.

MAJUBA HILL AND LAING'S NEK.
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With this issue of the “Graphle™

we publiah three pictures which can-
not fail to be of peculiar interest to
our readers In view of the state of
pffaira in South Africa. ‘The large
double-page engraving represents the
historic flght on Majuha Hill, and the
other two the battle at Laing's Nek
and an sttack on a British convoy
near Pretoria, These pictures were
first published in the * Pictorial
World,”” and the sole right to publish
them in New Zealand was uubeeq!uent-
Iy purchased by the “Graphic” We
propose to give some acconnt of the
incigents which they depict, but be-
fore doing so & few remarks on the
events that led up to them will be
instructive. X
It wae ln 1876 that the Transvaal,
till then recognised as an independens
state, was at war with the Basutros
and failed to conquer them. The
Iioers were altogether in a bad plight,
the Republic being practieally bank-
-upt and the treasury empty. This
“eing the case the British Government
decided that in the interests of the
ountry itself and of British territory
tn the neighbourhood it would be best
to annex the Transvaal, Aceordingly
rn the 12th of April, 1877, this was
done, and at the time it was believed
that the step met with the approval
of the great bulk of the Boers. [t soon
became apparent, however, that there
was 8 much stronger feeling against
apnexation than England’'s advisers
had supposed. In September a meet-
ing of Boer delegates was held at Hei-
delberg, and resolutions in favour of
independence passed. Less than a
month later fifty armed Roers rode
into Middleberg and demanded am-
munition from the storea. At the
rloge of 1379 there was a great Boer
Convention at Wanderfontein, at
~hich representatives of the Orange
. Pree State were present. The meet-
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ing annannced their iutention to pro-
¢lain their independence on the 12th
of the following April, decided on the
convocation of their Volksraad for the
16th of the same month and nominated
their president.

It was not till o year later that hos-
tilities actually commenced at Drunle
er’s  Spruit, In  deseribing the
engagement there and the sub-
sequent  fights  we  shall, quote
largely from Grant’s * Recent liritish
Rattles on Land and Sea.” On the
20th  December, 1580, Lieutenant-Co-
lenel 1, Philip Anstruther of the 94th
with the headguarter companies, band
and colours of that regiment, about
230 strong, was escorting a counvoy
from Lydenlerz to TDwetorin, a dis-
tance of 200 miles, when there oceur-
redl an attaeck on his soldiers.  The
Colowel, with Condnetor Everton, wos
riding in advanee of his colnmn, when
near the Sprait he soddenly came up-
on # body of 150 mounted Boera
drawn up on the road, The DBritish
foree was halted and a Doer emissary
uidvanved with a flug of truce and a
sealed Jetter. The latter wns an in-
timation that the Republic had been
declated nt Heidelberg and that if the
colone| ailvanced beyond the Spruit it
would be taken as a deelaration of
war., The Coloned refused to retive
aml then fiving commenced. Tt only
lastedl  =ome  twenty minntes.  The
Roers who had all the xdvantage of
position, heing hidden behind roeks
nml trees, poured in a withering fire
on the exposed troops and in the first
fen minutes all the officers were hit.
The surprise war =0 complete. and the
Tritish foree so entively at o disadvan-
tagre, that to continue the fight wonld
have  been madness, Accordingly.
after 120 hind fallen. killed or wonnded.
the remainder surrendered. Only one
dead and five wonnded were =zefn on
the Tloer side, for the fire of the 94th
did nnt tnke effeet, nor did they meem
te fliil the range. Al the time the
flnr of truce wag Aving the Noers kept
advaneing, and had the officers and
non-ecommissioned officers Y spotted.”
and wnon the first volley the Intter
fell at onee. When the Colonel fell
mortnly wonnded he orderrd them to




