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HORSES AND HORSE BACING.

The public most certhinly hare some
grounda to consider that s horse la
intended to inke purt in a race when it
firures day after doy at the head of
the betting in the duily papers, and
no warning is uttered by the owner
that he has not theoroughly made up
his mind as to whether the horse will
start or not. Yet it often happens
thot it is quite impossibie for the
owuoer to sefile for certain as to whe-
ther it is wise to run until the very
Jast mowent before the num_bers £go
up, and us be who pays the piper has
B right to call the tune, 50 must the
owner have a right to do as he tbinks
best for himself, 7The presence or
abseuve of certnin other horses that
are also entercd and are dangerous
rivals, must materially affect the
chance of hix own animal, and if they
should happen to catch a cold or a
cough at the last moment, or receive
an injury on the training ground, or
mayhap on the very way to the conrse
itself, and so be prevented from start-
ing, such a difference may be made in
the chance of winning that a complete
alteration may be necessitated in the
plan of campaign, and the patrticular
race for which the horse shonld start
Le quickly determined. High-strong
horses aré often much upset by the
bustle of the railway journey and the
noise and excitement of the race~
eourse and ita surronndings. It may
s0 happer that & nervous youngsier,
who has been compelled for some rea-
son or other to proceed to the course
{wo or three days before the meeting,
has fed so badly sinee its arrival that
it would be in the highest degree io-
Fudicious to subject it to the ordeal of
D severe race when in 8 weakened con-
dition, the memory of which mig!lt
—and, indeed, very likely would—ruin
the animal for life, and make it al-
wayvs averse to racing. Cowardly race-
horses are far too common, and in
nine cases out of ten have been made
so by bad management and wanot of
common Bense. Ferliaps the most
frequent cause of (heir becoming so is
either from being run when unfit to
do their best—and nothing breaks a
horse's heart more than a severe
struggle when not thom!lghl'}' fit—or
from belng centinually pitted a,g:}u]st
anmals that are their superiors.—"Na-
tional Review.”

+ + L]
OUTR GIRLS* EDUCATION.
DO THEY TRY TOO MUCH?

When one reviews the work of girls
of evenr ten years back, it becomes at
once obvious that the girl of to-day is
a much ‘busier person than her pre-
decessor, says the writer of the lead-
ing nrticle in the "\Wellington High
School BReporter.” High Schools, at
any rate in New Zealand, were then
in their infancy, and & little know-
Jedge of Fnglish, a smattering of
French and German, and some fearful
and wonderful crewel-work were gen-
erally the results of a finished educa-
tion. But it seems to us that the girl
of to-day attempts too much. Her
ordinary school work, if she is pro-
perly placed, should keep her very
well employed, but it appears that
this is not enough to eatisfy most peo-
ple. The girls most excel in every.
thing. They must pass musical and
drawing and shorthand examinations;
they must attend dareing classes and
the gymnasium, and then they prob-
ably give a few tired hours to their
ordinary schaol-work. . Thus na
teacher js aatisfied, and the parents
do not understand how it is that their
daughters are not more stccessful,
‘We woold not be misunderstood.  All
these things are excellent in their
way, and if the ordinary school rou-
tine doea not appeal 1o a girl, while
at the same time she has a decided
bent for something else, we would
advize her to follow that bent. But aa
a rule, most girls when they leave
school have at least two or three
years to thernatlves before they take
their place in society, and that time
in often rather dreary. The interest
of school life is over, and there is
mothing as yet to take Its place. This
ia the time which io eur opinion would
be profitably employed in following
those pursuits which waot of leisure
has formerly forbidden. Aund, believe
un, my readers, there would be hap-
pier and more contented girls if this
suggestion wers acted upon.

WHY WOMEN ARE CEASING TO
MARRY,

Tt is, primarily, the almost complete
downtfall of Mrs Grundy that makes
the modern rpinster’s lot, in many re-
spects, an emiuently attraclive one.
Formerly, girls married in order to
gain their social liberty; pow, they
more often remain single to bring
about that desirable consummation. If
young and pleasing women are per-
mitted by publie opinion 16 go to col-
lege, to live alone, to travel, to have a
profession, to belong to a club, to give
parties, to read and discus: whatso-
ever seems good to them, and to go to
theatres without masculing escort,
they have most of the privileges—and
several others thrown in—for which
the girl of 20 or 30 years ago was
ready to barter herselt to the first
suitor who offered himself and the
shelter of his pame, Then, again, a
capable woman who has hegun a
career and feels certain of advance-
ment in it, is often as shy of en-
taneling Thersel! matrimonially as
ambitious young men have ¢ver shown
themselves under like circumstances.
indeed, the disadvantages of marriage
to a woman with a profession are
more ob¥ious than to a man, and it is
just this question of maternity, with
all its dutiee and responsibilities,
which is, no doubt, ocecasionally the
cauge of many women forswearing the
privileges of the married state, To be
gquite candid, however, I think this is
very seldom the real cause of a girl's
remaining single. Ounce her affections
are ianvolved, that bundle of nerves
and emotiong which we call woman is
often capable of afl the heroisms, and
who has not numbered among their
ifriends some delicate creature—the
caze of Mrs Oliphant is ome in peint—
who has not only supported, by her
own exertions, the children she bore,
put the father of thosa children?—
“Humanitarian.”

+ + L
TNSEAWORTHY VESSELS.

There have been so many accidents

-at sea- during the past few maonths

that the public are naturally doubt-
fit as to the efficieney of the examin-
ation made by marine inspectors, and
without for & moment asserting that
there has been ‘any justification for
the recent attacks on the Department,
+we fear that in some instances a little
laxity has been shown, No doubt
masters and owners will plead that
ihke accidents of this year have been
due to the severity of the weather;
but we would remind them that a ship
ought to be built and fitted to encoun-
ter the heariest and roughest, and not
only the calmest seas. We have becn
ealled upon so frequently of late ta
comment on the dangers of the sea
that it is bardly neeessary to enlarge
on the subject agmin. DBut every pre-
caution that experience sugpests
ought to be talen to protect the lives
of these whose business carries them
out on the treacherous waters that
surroand our coast.—"Lyttelton

Times."
+ + +
THE SERVANT DIFFICULTY.

WHY THEY ARE RECOMING
SCARCER AND SCARCER

The Queen cannot obiain soldiers,
por mistreases servants, for the same
reason, though the billet is not a bad
one as time goes. Tommy Atkins and
Mary Ann are both tired of aiways
being at the bidding of another. some-
times in 2 bad humour, and yearn fora
Ifreedom which delivers an imiividual
from a condition of pasmive cbedienes
ang being mere machises 1 the hands
of cthers. In reviewiug this quaes-
tion it may be well in passing to note
that the lady-help has by experience
proved herself to be a failure. Being
neither one thing nor the other mis-
fresses do not understand how to
treat her. Bhe generally posseases
tender feelinga and ig very susceptible
to a stight. 30 that whn ruffled it is
not only difficult to appesse her, but
to know what kind of work she will
not regard in the light of an indig-
nity. To come then to the remedy
which will remove the standing griev-
ance of servapnts we must suggest a
change which we are afraid will not
find favour in the eyes of most mis-
tresses. The gervant most become a
day worker, having fixed bhoura for
labour, and living at home, the same
as a girt employed in a factory or
#hop, Bemuneration must be fixed

according to abllity and skill, -~ The
plan -will at least have oo sdvantage
that before wentering  service tha
domertic will be expected to know
something of her ealling ia life, which
unfortunately is not the case at
sent. This step would compel the
Governimment to have girls taught in
schools domestic economy as well as
cooking.
* +* +*

ROTGH ON BOME OF OUR LEGIS-
LATORS.

Speaking of the respective merits of

.candidates for the Wanganui seat, the

Wanganui “Herald” observes that both

are honournble men, and them goes on
10 acarify some ather of our legistators
as follows:—"It in s thoeuanng pities
this cannot aa’truthfully be siid of
some who now ocenpy seata in tha
New Zealand Parliament, where thers
are carpet-baggers and log-rollers on
both sides, who simply follow the
¢ourse which pars thein best, and wha
do not care s brass farthing for the
country or its interista. 1t s to be
hoped the coming appeal to the elec-
tors will relegate some, if not all, of
these time-servers to the obscurity
from which they wanaged to emerge
through the pousession of ‘the gifs of
the gab' nnd a chilled-steel degree of
effrontery,™

Minor Matters.

A poeumatic safety gaol is the name
of a recent navel application of com-

- presaed air which, nlmost needless to

eay, is reported from: America. The
walls of the vaults or cells are ateel
tubes spaced about 4iin. apart, and
the floor and ceiling are of double
steel plales with am  air space be-
iween. These tubes and air spaces
are all in communication, and are
kept filled with compressed air. In
cese the bars are eut in gn attempt
1o escape, the reduction in the air
pressure at once sounds an auto-
matic alerm at any desired point
The door is also built up with air

- tubes, and the lock is mlso protecied

by » hollow hinged bar swinging
Bcross it face.. This must be re-
moved before the lock ¢an be reached.
The imbes contain in their interior
octagonal bars about {in. diameter of
hardened tool steel. These are pivois
ed at the ends and readily iturn, so
that even if the air pressure were re-
moved it is claimed that the cell
would be as difficult to escape from
as any other.

+ +* +

An exchange tells of a man in Aus-
tralia who was killed by anta, Such
an occurrence is said not to he so
¥ery nncommon in that country. If
is deseribed as more dreadful than

.1he hprrora devised by the most in-

genious of the Grand Inguisitors.
The man was a prospector, and
while digging in the side of a hill

.was injured by a fall of earth. As

- G gol oDe, Wal"

he lay partly covered and unable to
move he was attacked by.a nest of
ants, and for more than an hour
millions of the voracious insects sim-
ply fed upon him, He died shortly
after being rescued.

+ * +

There is a case on record of a Bal-
larat woodcarter who was found un-
der his overturned dray, suffering
fearfnl torments. He had been at-
tacked by ants, and would certainly
have succumbed had it net been for
his dog. The animal, a cattle-dog,
only discovered what was wrong af-
ter several hours. and then, by per-
sistently scratching at the stream of
ants on the ground and licking them
from his masier’s face and arms, kept
him comparatively free until help
arrived.

* -* +

Mise Mary Kingsley, the intrepid
explorer, has recently reluted a per-
sonal experience in “The Woman at
Home,”” whicrh shows the disadvan-
tage at which a “feminine bachelor”
finds hersell in & cannibal country.
Nox, we hasten to add, because a
spinster is less btoothsome than a
matron, but becanse capupibals do not
understand the bachelor woman,

Miss Kingsley had to answer many
embarrassing questions in West
African wilds as to why she had not
a husband and family, and found
it awkward to explain her position.
On one occasion she was being rowed
to Andeude by a native who called
himself Samuel. Hiz wife sat in the
stern of the boat. Presently Samuel

began a conversation in  his best
English.
“Where be your hueband, ma?”

asked he, after loocking at Mizs Kiopgs-
ley curiously for a time.

“] ne got one,” she answered.

“No got!™ said Sam, paralysed with
astenishment. After an interval he
recovered himself snd retwrned te
the charge. “No got & bosband,
ma

o
“No> said Miss Kingsley, furious-
ly. “Do you get much rubber round
“Me mo trade man,” replied Samuel,
yefusing to fall into ker trap for
changing conyermatioa. ,“Why jyou

“Because
Kingsleg.

Dut thia intensely feminine reply
failed to satisfy Sammnel, and she had
to run the gauntlet of further ques-
tions and eomments until her adren-
tures in wading ewhmps, shooting
rapids and penetrating forests, jm
which she had hitherto fett pardon-
able pride, paled to Mnsignificance
besides the greatest of all adventures,
1o the connibal mind, that of getting
married. Then, to eap al, it was not
!cmg before it was generally believed
in Vyest Africa that she was a sort of
Dido, Queen of Carthage, in search
of a husband! -

+* L 4 *

Here is a story of strange coinei-
dences in which a New Zealand lady
plays a part. It is the Rev. J. H
Crofts, of Waldron, Sussex, who tells
the story. Many years ago his father
gave him as an  heirloom a

T haven't,™ retorted Miss

ring  containing  the hair of
the Duke of Wellington, and in
1879, when on a vwisit, hiz  wifa

lost the ring. Nothing more was
bheard of it until abont a year ago,
when Mrs Crofts received a letter from
her half sister, Mrs Hodge. in New
Zealand, saying that & church iu
which she was interested there had re-
ceived help from a very unexpected
BOUrce: S e e

A friend in England had sent her
some gloves purchased at Bides, and
on trying on a pair of these Mrs Hodge
discovered inside one of .the fingers a
ring eontaining the hair of the Duke
of Wellington, Unable to find the avw-
ner of the ring, which had evidently
been drawn off by someone trying om
the gloves at Bides. and knowing
nothing of the loss of the ring by her
half sister, Mrs Hodge soid it to a
gentleman in aid of the church funa,
By apother coincidence the purchaser
was n grandson. of the lady who had
originally given the ring to Mr Crofts
father, and at last, after having travel-
led round the world and being lost to
its owmer for 18 years, the ring had
found its way opnce more on to the
finger of Mr Crofts’ wife, The absolute
truth of this story is vouched for by
Mr Crofts.

+ * +

A case which will be of interest to
tradesmen was decided in the Magis-
trate's Court, Christchurch, Ilast
week, A tradesman had been en-
trusted with the repairs of some lea-
ther polestraps, and the customer,
considering the charge exorbitant,
refused te pay. The Magistrate said
that the Court could not interfere
in these cases unleds the chavges were
manifestly outrageous. I the cus-
tomer did not take the trouble to
ascertain the price before giving the
order, then it was his own fault if
he considered himself overcharged.

+ + +

A glance at the specifications of
patents accepted at the Patent Office,
and as published in the “Gazetie,”
shows (says an exchange, the “Gra-
phic” forgets which) how some peo-
ple spend their spare time. A Wel
lington letier-carrier goes in for im-
provements im whipping-ropes. Two
Auckland residents, s carpenter mnd
a clerk, have devoted time and money
in the direction of an inrproved hair
curler, for which the ladies, mo
doubt, will profoundly thank them,
An Auckland printer's weakness §s »
coupling chain, while a Christehurch
jourpalist’s hobby is dehairing hides
and skins for f{anpning purposem
What between apring clutch door
Tock spindlen, improved sleeve
links, compreseing . (1] and
air, the distribution electrical
power, portable fire escapes, wetb
separations, snd improved bullet-re-

of



