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Uther mdveniures through which
thene two men had poassed dwindied
into  insignificance when compared
with the one upon which they were
now fully embwmrked.

They could anly hope and pray
the full measure of success w
their dating warranted them in
pecting,

Fortunately the night wan dark,
and it would take the keenest of exes
to have detreted! the presence of the
boat that glided like @ spectre harque
over the water of SRantander harbour.

Rounds came from the shore, such
an may be heanl from Spanish eities
far into the small hours of the night
—the strains of music, of laughter
and loud voices.

Bnt silence seemed to surround the
little steamer that lay at anchor in
the quiet waters after buffeting the
stormy deep.

Nearer they drew. and those who
were so deeply interested held their
very breath. for fear lest a sndden
hail fram on board might bring about
Jdircovery and porsibly runi tor their
plans.

It was already arranged that in case
guch @ contretempts occurred  they
were to advance to the side of the
steamer. addressing the man on goard
in dpanish, which the marnis  was
easily capable of doing. annnnncing:
themselves afficers of the port, hent
upon their dnties, who wished 10 come
aboard.

Onee alongside, they conld speedily
clamber over the low waist of the
little steamer, whether invited or
rot.

Ae to the rest, they were armed.
and meant to carry out their object
though the heavens fell.

Men in times past have gone forth
upon all sorts of cruzades—in pursuit
of the Holy Grail: to seek the (rolden
Fleece; 1o redeem the Holy City from
the Saracen usurper. and hosts of
other like causes have drawn them:
into the jaws of danger: but. in alk
probability, there never was an expes
ditiom planned that better deserved
sticeess than the venture upon which
they were now embarked.

Ciower still. and oo harm.

Every moment the captain knew
meant wore life to their plans. and in
his heart the passage of cach seg-
ment of time was marked by a fer-
vent expression of thanksgiving.
innerbexrs oba efi

1t seemed as though all the nervous
intensity of feeling. of anxiety. ho;_u-
and fear were coneentrated in thix
small space of time. and that he lived
long yvars in a briel minute.

Now they were under the over-
hanging stern of the sieamet. and
all seemed well thus far.

The sailors were to manage the
task of using the chain, which they
had carried, so that it  would be
wound about the propeller with the
first few revolurions made.

They had been selected on account
of their knowledge of sueb marine
matters and were well coached by the
Reotch skipper ere starting forth.

It was well done,

Yot a singte clanking sonnd be-
traved them.

The chain was lowered into the
water until from certain indications
thev knew it lav upon the propeller.
and then it was made fast above =n
that no ordinary jerk wouald dislo-
cate it

S0 far everything was lofely. and
if this good luck oniv continued ne
one could complain.

Their next task required an abuod-
ance wof lwerva which, fortunaiely,
was not lacking.

It is & recognised fact thav in any
part of the worli. should men whn
are bot empowered by law atiempt
to board a vesssl at anchor in a har-

for
ich
ex-

bour, thev are lookesd upon in the
tight ot pirates and dealt with ac-
corhingly.

Hepre it was taking their lives in
their hands when they came to board-
ing the steamer in thix surreptitious
maAnner.

AVere the danger ten times as great
not one would have wavered,

The m¥muia had been uRing his
txes ws well as the darkoers allowed,
and he maw that the sieamer warn
built jg a manner that marde the
taxk of Jwarding her maore difficult
than he had anticipated,

They might be compelied 1o rely
npon rome chance rope Aangling mer
the ride,

The sailors knew what to expect,
and foot by fool the hoat was worked
alang rinke ta the hull of the steam-
Fr unti] the groping hand of the man

who mearched came in contact with
what they sought, s rope, by means
of which mny sailor ashore rould,
upva wrrival at the seusel, clamber
abwoanl.

There ls something in knowing the
tricks of the trade—aet a thiel to
culeh & thief—the sailors who served
under the Scotch capiain were men of
sreat Hritain, but they eould give a
shrewd guess as to what these Jack
sSpanianls would do upon Teaching a
home pori.

At any rate, that rope was worth
a thousand times its weight in gold
to them, and the marquis has it occu-
pying to-day the moat honoured
position upon the wall of his library.

Ele wus the first to take boid of it
after the sailor bad fastened one end
to a thwart.

Fortunstely Jack Overton had Joet
none of his agility, and he passed
over the rail of the steamer in a jiffy.

Crouching there he awaited the
voming of rhe others, ready to defend
the expedition if necessary 1o the
bitter end.

Then came the man from Scotland
Yard, who also made the papsage
easily enough.

AWith Livermore it was & serions
buisinesx,  for he had mecumulated
mu-h aveirdupeis since his last equa-
turial tramp threngh  the  African
wilderness. However. the same game
spirit as of yore resided in his body,
and whike he poffed considerably.
making soumds that Jack feared
woulll draw atrention from the watch.
the discavery did nat come, and he wasx
aiven the privilege of assisting his
friend aboard.

It waz Iucky. indeed, that such a
ack of discipline prevailad on boarnd
w Spanish boar. Perhaps this was
partly 10 the effects of the re
ert storm. the men being completely
exhausted.

At any rate. no marter from what
it sprang. our friends were only To00

wlad to aecept the favour and  be
thankful,
Thex legan to move towand the

stern of the boat, seeking rhe eabin.
fer it was there those they sought
woulill be found if stili on board the
baoai.

This lutter peint was a gnestion
which gave the marguis a cold chill
when it came before his mind—he
dreaded test the Spanish woman had
ere now carried ocut her diaboliral
plat 1o rid herseif of those who stood
isetween Whe object she songht to
attain and herself.

Fortune favoured them in that they
were able to reach the cabin without
mesting any one. Looking back at
the venture and caleulating how
many chances there were against such
snecess. the marguis  was  always
amared at their luck.

Perbaps they were
Providence because aof
ture of their mission.

It was pleasant to
least. .

(uee at the saleon door. they look-
ed its length without discovering a
single soul.

Fvidently those whom they sought
mst be in vheir state-rooms opening
off the cabin. and there was nothing
1eft to them but to open these, one at
u time, to discover the truth.

This was the crucial time.

The waryais, bold enough to take
advantage of vhe slender opportunity
foriune bad granted them, stepped
1o the first door and opeped it.

Was ever a prayer answered more
quickly 7

The light from the cabin entering
disciosed Fedora seated om a chair,
having refused ™o retire to the berth
after the terror of the last two
wights.

Ske was awake, and the astouish-
ment felt at seeing the marquis al-
wost causedt her to faint.

He advanced to her side and said in
a low but earnest tone :

= Do not ery out or all is lost ! We
hase come across the water to save
yon. He ix cluse at hand—your hus-
band. Come 1o him now, and please
utter no sound above a whisper,™

Then she suffered him to lead her
nut, not xure that it war a dream or
wme delnxion.

There stood the captain awaiting
his own. and with & ery =he ronld nnt
represa she threw herself inte hiz ex-
tenidled arme,

The maryuix rightly fearsd that dis-
ENTEFY WAR TOW allT* fo cOM2, AIMi
realining that mot a weeond moss e
Jrmt be begged Fedora to tell him if
she had a companion in her captiviry.

Unable to speak. whe pointed to a
inor opposité to the staterocom she
had oreapied. ond as Jark tnroed 1o
it he waw Mazette standing there, with

tfaroured by
the sacred na-

think so at

pale faee and dirhevellsd hair—bat,
Marette, alive, thank Heaven !

Another instant and be had elasped
ber to his heart—it was obe of those
maments when words are uselens to
convey the mentiments of the woul. for
Mazette knew he loved her, even an
she had for years wilored her former
comrade and instructor in Bohemia,

No doubt thiz made a charming pie-
fure, and the deteetive could not but
admire what was apread before his
eyes ; at the rame time he realised
that while therse war a sze psat in
Fden's (arden, wo this Paradiae
would very likely be disturbed.

Nor wan he at all ont of tie way in
hiz caleulations, . '

Just as 1the marguis, overwhelmed
by his sentiments, threw the mask
axide aned betraved his love for Ma-
wette by straining the miniature
painter to his heart, another door
flew open and there issued forth a
figure that in ite warlike demeanour
might have rtood for a modern Joan
of .\mlma figure that, at sight of the
marquis and Livermore. nttered sav-
age -Iirtle criez in Npanish. and with
blazing eyes and heaving bosom
rushed toward the former. waving
desperately in her hand a revolver,
which he knew full well she had learn-
e how to nse under the palms of
tiantariea, since he himeelf. as wretch-
«d Iick would have it, had taught her
l:’nf first  principles of marksman-
ship.

1To be conelnded,) -

ERRORS IN FOOD AND
- DRINK

By & Bpecialist. .

Tt Iz dawning on the public ta try
and prevent, or at least o arrest, dis-
eane, It (s in prevention that Dr. Tib-
bles" Vi-Cocoa playve an importaat
part, acting solely ns & firstclass
nourishing food—it strengthens the
aystem t0 resicl, oppose and overcome
the attacks of dizease, Youll hear
some say, “So-and-S5o0 has a strong con-
atjtution:® follow that up, and you'll
Apd that So-and-So follows the golden
rule of being temperate in all things.
and pays attention to diet and exer-
ecise. Does he or zhe keep up this
strong constitution by taking medi-
cine or swallowing pills? No indeed!
‘They have discovered that prevention
is better than cure. Dr. Tibbles" Vi-
Cocoa places a means in the hands of
everyone to build up and maintain =
sound constitution, which enables its

r io travel his Hfe's jonrney
without the aches and paina which are
in many cases preventible. Thus we
come round again to sound common-
sense bascd on experience.

Iir. Tibbles’ Vi-Coeca in 84d packets
and 1/1 and 2/2 tina ean be obiined
from all Chemists, Grocers and Stores,
or from Dr. Tibbles’ ¥Vi-Cocoa,
Limited, 202 George-street, Sydney.
Thinty sample free oo mentioning
this paper.
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A WORLD-WIDE INSTITUTION.

The First in the Workd
To Liveralise Life Azsuranes

THE NON-FORFEITURE OFFICE

Invested Funds and Reserves excead £2,765,571.
Annual Income exceeds £474,000.

all profits belong Lo the Aagured and
divided every three years. In casea 'h-e:t:
claing are made, of ondowinentis terminaio
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aannal bonna.

Eates Low. Bonuses Large. Conditions
Liveral. Security Ahsolute.
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ure, Loans on Policiesa, Il:rrengle.‘r P:nrn!:t:&ﬁ;

alnma. Free Residenos ete., are apocially

= res T Imtyo 4
Ty this Associsticom.
L Ne policy allowed {0 Iapso on secount of
nog-py:lde;tovfn premium no;ongntheni.
= Surre: slue sufficieat

minm overdue. Ty the pre-
2 No member compelled to pay & higher pre
minm then that set o) his

s L pposite ago on the
X The ago of membere takon at the NEshzry
birthday

Copy of Now Progpectus, forma of Proposa)
and e L lisd oo H ot
Send for

HEAD OFFICE FOE NEW IEALAND :

NATIONAL MUTUAL BUILDINGS, WELLINGTON.

ORTOM STEVENS, Mesident Becretary

Crutches are Good.

or muscles.

liver and kidocy troubles.

is the ome
TAKE NO OTHER

better, espécinlly if it allows greater free-
dom of action during the cure.

Allcock’s

POROUS PIASTERS

are just what every person needs who
suffers from a spraia, whether of the joints

prompt in their effect, easily applied and
easily removed, and perform their work
while the patient performs his. They are
also invaluable in case of lame back, or
cold in the chest or kidneys, warding off pneumonia and

REMEMBER when you need a plaster

Allcock’

A remedy that will do away
with the need of crutches is

They are harmless, soothing,

POROUS
PIASTER

you' want.
BUT ALLCOCK'S.




