
Other adventures through which

these two men had (Hissed dwindled

into insignificance when com|»ared
with the one upon which they were

now fullv emluirked.
They could only hope and pray for

the fidl measure of success which

their daring warranted them in ex-

pecting.
Fortunately the night was dark,

and it would take the keenest of eyes

to have detected the presence of the

boat that glided like a spectre barque

over the water of Santander harbour.

Sounds came from the shore, such

as may be heard from Spanish cities

far into the small hours of fhe night
— the strains of music, of laughter

and loud voices.

Rut silence seemed to surround the

little steamer that lay at anchor in

the quiet waters after buffeting the

stormy deep.

Nearer they drew, and those who

were so deeply interested held their

very breath, for fear lest a sudden

hail from on board might bring about

discovery and possibly runi for fheir

plans.
It was already arranged that in case

such a contretempts occurred they

were to advance to the side of the

steamer, addressing the man on guard

in Spanish, which the marquis was

easilv capable of doing, announcing

themselves officers of the port, bent

upon their duties, who wished to come

aboard.

Once alongside, they could speedily
clamber over the low waist of the

little steamer, whether invited or

not.

As to the rest, they were armed,

and meant to carry out their object

though the heavens fell.

Men in times past have gone forth

upon all sorts of crusades —in pursuit
of the Holy Grail: to seek the Golden

Fleece; to redeem the Holy City from

t*he Saracen usurper, and hosts of

other like causes have drawn them

into the jaws of danger: but. in all

probability, there never was an expe-

dition planned that better deserved

success than the venture upon which

thev were now embarked.

Closer still, and no harm.

Every moment the captain knew

meant more life to their plans, and in

his heart the passage of each seg-

ment of time was marked by a fer-

vent expression of thanksgiving,

iienerbexrs oba efi

It seemed as though all the nervous

intensity of feeling, of anxiety, hope

and fear were concentrated tn this

small space of time, and that he lived

long years in a brief minute.

Now thev were 'under the over-

hanging Stern of the steamer, and

all seemed well thus far.

The sailors were to manage the

task of using the chain, which they

hail carried, so that it would lie

wound about the propeller with the

first few revolutions made.

Thev had been selected on account

of their knowledge of such marine

matters and were well coached by the

Scotch skipper ere starting forth.

It was well done.

Not a single clanking sound l>e-

traved them.

The chain was lowered into the

water until from certain indications

thev knew it lay upon the propeller,
and’ then it was made fast above so

that no ordinary jerk would dislo-

cate it.

So far everything was lovely, and

if this good luck only continued no

one could complain.
Their next task required an abund-

ance of favrvet which, fortunately,

was not lacking.

It is a recognised fact that in any

par: of the world, should men who

are not empowered by law attempt
to board a vessel at anchor in a har-

bour. thev are looked upon in the

light of pirates and dealt with, ac-

cordingly.
Hence’ it was taking their lives in

their hands when they came to Imard-

ing the steamer in this surreptitious

Were the danger ten times as great
not one would have wavered.

The mttrquis had been using his

lies as well as the darkness allowed,

and he saw that the steamer was

built in a manner that made the

task of Iraarding her more difficult

than he had anticipated.
They might lie compelled to rely

upon some chance rope dangling over

the side.

The sailors knew what to expect,
and foot by foot the boat was worked

along close to the hull of the steam-

er until the groping hand of the man

who searched came in contact with

what they sought, a rope, by means

of which any sailor ashore eould,

iqion arrival at the vessel, clamber

aboard.
There is something in knowing the

tricks of the trade set a thief to

catch a thief—the sailor* who served

under the Scotch captain were men of

great Britain, but they could give a

shiewil guess as to what these Jack

Spaniards would do upon reaching a

home port.
At any rate, that rope was worth

a thousand times its weight in gold
to them, and the marquis has it occu-

pying to-day the most honoured

position upon the wall of his library.
He was the first to take hold of it

after the sailor had fastened one end

to a thwart.

Fortunately Jack Overton had lost

none of his’ agility, and he passed
over the rail of the steamer in a jiffy.

(Touching there he awaited the

coming of the others, ready to defend

the expedition if necessary to the

bitter end.

Then came the man from Scotland
Yard, who also made the passage
easily enough.

With Livermore it was a serious

business, for he had accumulated

much avoirdupois since his last equa-
torial tramp through the African
wilderness. However, the same game

spirit as of yore resided in his body,
and while he puffed considerably,
making sounds that Jack feared

would draw attention from the watch,

the discovery didnot come, and he was

given the privilege of assisting his

friend aboard.
It was lucky, indeed, that such a

lack of discipline prevailed on board

tb.e Spanish boat. Perhaps this was

partly due to the effects of the re-

cent storm, the men being completely
exhausted.

At any rate, no matter from what

it sprang, our friends were only too

glad to accept the favour and lie

thankful.

They began to move toward the

stern of the boat, seeking the cabin,

for it was there those they sought
would be found if still on board the

boat.

This latter point was a question
which gave the marquis a cold chill

when it came before his mind—he

dreaded lest the Spanish woman had

ere now carried out her diabolical

plot to rid herself of those who stood

iietween bhe object she sought to

attain and herself.

Fortune favoured them in that they
were able to reach the cabin without

meeting any one. Looking back at

the venture and calculating how-

many chances there were against such

success, the marquis was always
amav.ed at their luck.

Perhaps they were favoured by
Providence because of the sacred na-

ture of their mission.

It was pleasant to think so at

least.

Once at the saloon door, they look-

ed its length without discovering a

single soul.

Evidently those whom they- sought
must lie in their state-rooms opening
off the cabin, and there was nothing
left to them hut to open these., one at

a time, to discover the truth.

This was the crucial time.

The marquis, bold enough to take

advantage of the slender opportunity
fortune had granted them, stepped
to the first door and opened it.

Was ever a prayer answered more

quickly ?

The light from the cabin entering
disclosed Fedora seated on a chair,

having refused to retire to the berth

after the terror of the last two

nights.
She was awake, and the astonish-

ment felt at seeing the marquis al-

most caused her to faint.

He advanced to her side and said in

a low but earnest tone :
" Do not cry out or all is lost ! We

have come across the water to save

you. He is close at hand—your hus-

band. Come to him now. and please
utter no sound above a whisper."

Then she suffered him to lead her

out. not sure that it was a dream or

some delusion.

There stood the captain awaiting
his own. and with a cry she could not

repress she threw herself into his ex-

tended arms.

The marquis rightly feared that dis-

covery was now sure to come, and

realising that not a second mils- lx-
lost he Iw-gged Fedora to tell him if
she had a companion in her captivity.

Enable to speak, she pointed to a
floor opposite to the stateroom she
had occupied, and as Jack turned to

it he saw Mazette standing there, with

(tale face and dishevelled hair—but,
Mazette, alive, thank Heaven !

Another instant and he had clasped
her to his heart—it was one of those

moments when words are useless to

convey the sentiments of the soul, for

Mazette knew he loved her. even as

she had for years adored her former

comrade and instructor in Bohemia.

No doubt this made a charming pic-
ture. and the detective could not but

admire what was spread before his

eyes : at the same time he realised

that while there was a se pent in
Eden's Garden, so this Paradise
would very likely lie disturbed.

Nor was he at all out of t:e w iv in

his calculations.

.lust as the marquis, overwhelmed

by his sentiments, threw the mask
aside anil betrayed his love for Ma-
zette by straining the miniature

painter to his heart, another door
flew open anil there issued forth a

figure that in its warlike demeanour
might have stood for a modern Joan
of Arc—a figure that, at sight of the

marquis and Livermore, uttered sav-

age little cries in Spanish, and with

blazing eyes and heaving bosom
rushed toward the former, waving
desperately in her hand a revolver,
which he knew full well she had learn-
ed how to use under the palms of

Gantarica. since he himself, as wretch-
ed luck would have it. had taught her
the first principles of marksman-

ship.
(To lie concluded.)

ERRORS IN FOOD AND

DRINK

By a Specialist.

It is dawning on the public to try
and prevent, or at least to arrest, dis-

ease. It is in prevention that Dr. Tib-

bles' Vi-Cocoa plays an important
part, acting solely as a first-class
nourishing food—it strengthens the

system to resist, oppose and overcome

the attacks of disease. You'll hear

some say. *So-and-So has a strong con-

stitution:' follow that up. and you’ll
find that So-and-So follows the golden
rule of being temperate in all things,
and |>ays attention to diet and exer-

cise. Does he or she keep up this

strong constitution by taking medi-

cine or swallowing pills? No indeed!

They have discovered that prevention
is better than cure. Dr. Tibbles' Vi-
Cocoa places a means in the hands of

everyone to build up and maintain a

sound constitution, which enables its

possessor io travel his life’s journey
without the aches and pains which are

in many cases preventible. Thus we

come round again to sound common-

sense based on experience.
Dr. Tibbles’ Vi-Cocoa in BJd packets

and 1/1 and 2/2 tins can be obtained
from all Chemists. Grocers and Stores,
or from Dr. Tibbles' Vi-Cocoa,
Limited, 269 George-street, Sydney.
Dainty sample free on mentioning
this paper.

NATIONAL MUTUAL T.IFE
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALASIA (Ltd.).

A WORLD-WIDE INSTITUTION. To Liberalise Ufa Assurance

THE NON-FORFEITURE OFFICE.

Invested Funds and Reserves excead £2,765,571.
Annual Income exceeds £474,000.

All profits belong to the Assured, and are T ree Important Principles Introduced
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claims are made, or endowments terminate
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he exactproportion of bonuses to dateadded non-paymentof a premium ao long as there is

to them, thus giving policy-holders the very a Surrender Value sufficient to pay the pre*
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annualbonus. 2. No member compelled topay a higher pre
mium then that set opposite his age on the

Kates Lov. Bonuses Large. Conditions published table ofrates.

Liberal. Becurity Absolute. x The age of members taken at thexkarest

Arrangements as to Surrender, Non-Forfeit-
birthday.

ure. Loans on Policies, Immediate Payments of Copy of New Prospectus, forms of Proposal
Claims, Free Residence, etc., are specially and every information supplied on application
Liberal. Send for Prospectus,

HEAD OFFICE FOB NEW ZEALAND:
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A remedy that will do away

Crutches are Good.
the nee(i of crutches is

t
better, especially if it allows greater free-

dom of action during the cure.

AllcockS
POROUS MASTERS

are just what every person needs who

suffers from a sprain, whether of the joints
or muscles. They are harmless, soothing,

prompt in their effect, easily applied and

easily removed, and perform their work

while the patient performs his. They are

also invaluable in case of lame back, or

cold in the chest or kidneys, warding off pneumonia and

liver and kidney troubles.

REMEMBER when you need a plaster

Allcock’s PIASTER

is the one you want.

TAKE NO OTHER BUT ALLCOCK’S.
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