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Avothar of “Doctor Jaek," "A

CHAPTER XXXIV.
“O'ER LAXD AND SEA.

When the marguis looked at his
walch bhe found they had accom-
plished the task in less tibwe than
had bwven promized.

it was 1he fastest rgn that 'had
ever been made between London and
Lover, and as thex passed the motor
be 4lid not forget the grimy, faithful
driver whe had done his duty so fear-
lessly and so well

Awrain the man from Scotland Yard
was put in charge, and bent his ener-
gies to discovering what had become
of 1hose they sought.

Ume thingy soon became evident—
they had arrived in Dover too late for
the last Channel boat and muost still
be in the city wunless some special
means of traversing the sea had been
plaved at their disposal.

It was reaiiv wonderful how this

man vook up the trail-the others
were remninded of a bird dog following
a rtrony scent.
* Ntep by step he adranced, and hope
iwwgan to rize again in their breasts
as they realised how quickly he rec-
titied mizTakes.

The trail led them to the water,
and then they koew the crisis was
mear.

It was & period of wost iaten=e
anxiety on the part of the two men.
for a dreadful fear haunted them
that perbaps Juanita had some mur-
upon myTiads of little wavelets. and
s=ca would forever clear her patk to
the heart of the marqguis. -

in all his life Jack Overton never
sufferet soch wreiched pangs of re-
marse and despair as came opoo him
while they looked cut upon the dark
warters where the stars were reflected
wpen myriads of little wavelers and
vorsitlered what a trackless waste the
sea mightr be. i

Livermore was alternately swearing
amd muttering threats to himseif: if
this strain were kept up it woukd be
wo<afe 10 insure his mind.

His very presence was a keen re

proach 10 the marguis. while his
aguny stabbed Jack as might a two-
wiired sword.

still. they were to a degree help-
tex= in the hands of the mao upon
whose sagacity they dependesd. und
when his report made action possible
it might be wwen how quickly Overton
wculd spring to the fromt. deterwin-
wd 10 win at any cost.

He ecawe at length,
pusitive news

Thoee they sought had gone to sea
in a small steamer that had evident-
1y Lbeen awaiting their arrival.

From one point and another he had
reached the concluszion that their zoal
was a Spunish port, since the men
who manned the black little steamer
alnays talked of Santander, and ther
declared themselves patise fishermen
of that piciunsque spot on Biscay
EBay.

Thut was all they had to work
ujon, and yet the detective seemed so0
confident that he put much of hope
inte the minds of his companions.

There was onlsy coe thing to do—
follow.,

They must shake the dust of old
Encland from their feet and give
chase.

Few people anticipate s trip upon

Ch 1 with pl e, but none

of the trio Ainched. -

=Let me find the boat,” was what the
marquis said. as cheerily as possible.

And they begap the wemrch. It

-

and brought
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piqued the man from Scotland Yard
to think that all this rrouble had been
causel by a woman-—evidently he was
inclined to have a poor opinion of the
wx ax a whole—Dbut. then, his opera-
tions bhad Leen confined to a certain
elass of criminails, wsualiv stupetied
by drink, and arx his experience took
in a wider fiekd he would learn that it
was the height of folly 10 despise the
srheme= of a bright woman’'s mind.

{Given a fesrish anxiety to be afloat.
and unlimited capital, in a seaport
one neerl not search rery long for the
vraft.

Even at this uncanny hour of the
night business was lwing transacted
along the water-front. while boats ar-
rived and departed—for wind and tile
and weather are factors more import-
ant to seafaring men than daylight or
darkness.

Following a ¢lu¢ he had picked wpo
the detective soon had them aboanl a
little craft that was nsed in the coasr-
ing trade, a staunch and speedy boat,
such as would answer their purpose
admirably.

Alas! the owner was a thrifty Scot.
who had a will as firm as the moun-
tains of his native coontry—even a
magnificent price did not appear 1o
#1ir him : but when the marquis fin-
ally offered 10" purchase the boat at
double her cost. he was conguersd,
overwhelmed.

To bis credtit be it said that. later
on, when ke heard the stors, he swore
that he wonll have let them charter
the boat on their own terms had the
kpnown ladies were in danger—pever-
theless he «id not refuse to accept
when the marquis gave a stageering
cheque for the craft’'s value, accord-
ing to contract.

Out of the barbour and away.

Their course was south-east by
=onth.

An exhilaration took possession of
them as the Lights of Dover twinkied

be-hind. but the Channel chop sea
sleetdily redueed them 10 a chaotic
cendition.

Neser. =0 long as= they lived, wouwld
thoee gvntiemen forget that voyage—
added tothe miserable gualmszof malde
mer. which even a yachisman Jike the
marguis was oot proof agzminst. they
had 10 contend with al! the anxietivs
natural to =uch a blind chase. fur there
was no positive certainiy that those
they porsoed meant to head for San-
tander. even though the detective had
Ttuched that conclusion. i

XNor was that all

About daybreak of the second day
the wind blew great guns. and they
fonnl themselves in a storm.

1t is bad enough to meet with such
a gale of wind upon the open sea. but
the danger Yecomes doubly grear
when there hangs over one the chance
=i being in collision with some other
lempest-driven craft,

The KEnglish Channel and Biscay
Ray bave swallowed up many a de
voted vessel ax a eounsequence of such
meetings in the storm rack: and dan-
cing. bine wares conceal sad sights
and murmur the reguriem of many a
gallant tar as they lap the shore or
glisten in the sunlight.

Rut such is a zailor’s lfe—here to-
dayx. and to-mormw Heaven alone may
kuow.

The marqnis had gained the mastery
over his sickness. amd had forved his
way to the deck so that be might gaze
upnn the fury of the biast,

somehow. the tumbling billows that
tossed the little Clyde-boili steamer
upon their crests a8 if she were a
traw or a cork seemed to be in Rym-
pethy with the storm that raged with-
in—he even exulted in the furious
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gusts of wind that made the vessel
yuiver from stem 1o sterm and tore
The whire caps from the summit of
each giant wave, 1o send it wildly
flying 10 leeward in a c¢loud of spume.

At the same time the presence of
this little tenmipest in a eapol gave
him uneasiness. more oft account of
the other boat than their own—per-
bups the vessel Juanita bhad engaged
for the purpose of alxluction might
not be =¢ staunch a eraft. In com-
mon with all Apgio-Saxons. the mar-
cuis had a speciex of contempt for
anxthing that floated the crimson and
gold banver of Spain, although the
Ualwionian captain assured him that
four-fifths of such vexsel= had on-
doubtediy been built in the dockyards
of Franve. Italr. or tireat Britain.

Captain Livermore also appeared.
kwking peaked and gray.

The poor wman suffered intense
agony of mind, por ecowld anrvrons
blame him voder such diztressing con-
dition=.

He had in a measure gained con-
tro! over him=elf. and was very guiet:
but the firmiy-closed lips and the glit-
1T of his eves declared how eapgerly
he awaited an opportunity to strike a
hlow. even though it cost him his life.
for the woman he loved—Fedor,

The storm was# at its height about
noon, and. as they had been blown far
ont of their cour=e. no one might say
when the port of Santanider wonld be
reached, although the captain made
<ome =ort of o prophecy that ander
certain conditions they would bring
up there by the second night.

At =undown ihe stcrm still raged.
and the gailant little steamer struge-
led desperately to hold her own.

Thar is the time when honest work-
wmanship counts. when an imperfect
casting may bring aboutr sudden and
irrevocable disaster; but they make
sterling engines ar Belfaxt. and every
rx|l and joint performed its duty in
the hour of need.

%0 these men again sought their
sTateroams to pray. oot so much for
themselves. since ther had lost all
perzonal fear. but for the one whose
absence from home had taken them
upen this wild chase across the storoy
waters.

During the night. between the cat .

naps he secured. the marquis was im-
pressed with the belief that the vessel
did not piteh and toss so violently and
upon making an ohservation found
that the clouds bad parted. leaving a
clear sky overhead.

This was at least reassuring, and
going back to his berth he fell into a
refreshing sleep. from which he was
nat arou=ed until the sun. peeping
thronugh the bull’s-eye window, feil
npon his eyes.

Upon reaching deck he found every-
thing lovelx.

The sea had sobsided almeost en-
tirely and a fresh morning breeze waw
commencing to stir its surface into
myriads of jagghing warvelets.

Ax soon as the captain could decide
upon his course he laid her head al-
most due east, expecting at noon to
Take an obwervation. when be might
discover their location to a fraction.

It was a pleasant dax’s journey,

About noon the captain calivd their
attention by means of the glasa to far
distant land to the south. which he
declared to be the noribrra coast of
Spain, showing thar they wers now
traversing the romantic RBay of Biscay.
known to the natives as the Gulf of
Gin=cogme. -

Thus there was now a fair chance,
the captain promised, that hefars mid-
night they would be at anchar in the
harbour of Santaoder.

Thiz gare the two hapgard, desper
ate men rome relief—ar least, it wan &
satisfaction to kbow they would ar
rite &t a4 point where the worst cook|
he discovered.

Xight eame on.

Far away were lights. and thewe
rane from the Epanish weaport whi-
ther they were bound.

Howr like lead dragged the honrs as
they steamed direrctly toward the bea-
con! The marquis wulked the deck
incessantly. while Livermore lcamned
over the bow, his anxious garze glued
on those lights which ssvmed 1o dance
Just beyond their reach like jack-a'-
lanterns in a marxh.

Put all things must ¢nd, and fnally
they entered the harbour, where other
vessels lay at anchor, and the caprain
soon had their muthook fastened in
Spanish soil.

It waa perhaps ten minutes later
when the marquis appeared at e
more’s elbow as the latter s1ood at the
rail surveying the lights of the town,
aod said in a hoarse whisper:

“Make no outery, my friend: con-
trol yourself and listen. (ur captain
is ready to take his outh that the
steamer dimly seen on our quarter
yonder is the boat that left Daoser, amd
which we have chaseqd over the sen'™

CHAPTER XXXV,
THE S8EARCH FOR A WIFE

The words of the marquis electri-
fied Livermore. All hiz lassitude
sevimed to suddenly vanish.

In the presence of actual danger,
when face to face with a genuine
emergency that ealled for manly quali.
tiex. he was again the eool. herole
»xp'lorrr who had traversed the Afri-
can wilderness and won fame and for-
tine beneath the tropie sky,

“That is cheering news, marquis,
If true. it relieves our minds of one
dreadful fear—the boat sarvived the
storm. at least. Please Heaven. she it
rafe on board, and that we may sue-
ceed in rescuing her! When shall we
go?

Evidently 1he captain believed in
prompiness. He would have shown a
similar celerity of action bad it been
some other man’s wife who was in
tdanger: at the same time his eager-
ness was easil¥ understood.
XNothing suited the marquis better,
r he was a man of action himself. |
Besides. the strain upon his own
mind wuas verv severe, seeing he had
fears that innocent trusting Mazette
had heen lured from her apartments
in the same way as Fedora—Mazette
who would have flown anywhere aond
braved all dangers if wunder the be-
lief that she could bhe of assistanee
1o him.

:'Let us have a council of war,” he
#aid with energy, —and take the
opinions of our detective and the cap-
tain as vo the advisability of making
an immediate advanee on the enemy’s
works."”

“tiood! That is spoken as I would
:\are PUL it,” declared Maurice. eager-
y.

So the four of them rame 1ogether,
and the pros and cons were discussed
carnestiy,

A plar of action was decided upon.

Steam should be kept up by the
ccmmander, so that an immediate de-
parture from the barbour could be
ouade in cuse it was deemed neces-
Sary.

The three others entered a boat,
which was manned by several of the
stontest and maost expert sailors on
tward—men whose muscies were cap-
able of enormous work should there
be need of haste

T'nknown dangers lay before them,
but such & thing as fear never en-
tered inte their calculations: having
detennined te accomplish the sacred
object they had in riew. all the perils
that might be accumulated together
would not daunt them.

Tnder the magic touch of expert
rowers the dusky boat glided toward
the quarter where the outlines of the
other steamer could be dimly seen.

If an indifferent watch were kept
ahoard the craft there would be little
or no dificalty in aceomplishing the
first part of their scheme, at least,

This was to temporarily disahle the
screw of the steamer. so that such &
thing as pursuit would be out of the
question.

Teo this end the canny Scot had not
only advized them out of his abunn-
ant kpowledge, but he had at the
same time supplied them with the
material of war from which they were
to sccomplish & given purpose.

To,



