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ITALIAN CHILD-SBLAVES.
BROUGHT TO WORK 1IN FRENCH
FACTORIES,

The “huppy dayn of chilidhoxi" a
phrose that comes glibly enough to
the lipw’ of thoswe whore linexs have
beett citkt in pleasnnt phiees, wounds
like bitter mockery to many o man
and woman as they look back upan
the yeéars 1hat are gone; but to none,
ukanredly, ean the recoliection be
more Litter than to those Itakinns
whore youthful venrs have been psiss-
e in the slavery of the French plasd
worlks,

The pdrental instinet in the peas-
ants of certain parts of sunny Italy
hus been dulled by hardship, and the
praple Teadily sell one or wore of
their numerscus offspring as “work-

men™ for the glasr works,
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The method adopted is for a man—
enlled the paddrone, or employer—ta
go roumd the villages in seareh of
boys of ten to thirteen years of age,
to whose parents he offers o sum
varyving from £+ to £6 for the hoy's
services for three years. This sum
is quite a little fortune for the peas-
ants, and the frunsunetion also results
in their having one mouth less to fill:
they consequently (o not sevuple to
sign the contract., and the padrone
poes off with a couvor of hapless
youngsters, many of whom certainly
wili mot live to complete their term
of slavery.

The children—they

are pol more
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thun that—live umiler the worst pos-

sible conditions.  They werk in a
super-heated  atmasphere filled  with
noxious  gases, aml  are  liahle o
dreailfnl aceidents. They are hated
by the workmen hecalze they are
Halinns, ol beeause they  work
echeaply. aud  thus keep down  the
witges of the men,

From inguivies fostitoted o shoret
time ago. it appears that the cost to
the pudranes  of maintaining  these
bovs averages threepence o day. They

ga about in for the patdrone
does not waste his money on clothes,
although be pockets all their earo-

ings, ranging from seven shillings a
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= other  cave
than Their rogped clathing, whether
e winter or snmmer.

It is difflenit to wet precise Bgnres
roncerning e moetality among u
anfortmmate children, wut earefully-
campiled estimates show that it muxe
e at | ity per cent. Quite an-
other thinty per ¢ent. vemmin in their
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adoepted cauntry after their term of
slavery, so that twenty only ant ef
every hinnilrerll ever see their parents

aenin, Yet. althangh the peasants
e that so few return home, there
is no travhle in obtaining o supply of
hoys to take the places of those whao
v dlied o,

S0 great s been the demanal For
these youthiol workers that the ppul-
ruties have nat heen able to neet gt
amd have been sewding girls 1o make
ap the ddeficieney: bt the atrention
of both Governments has heen ealled
tuo the whuole practive, and it is to I
hoped that it will now he stopped.
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