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" there sre miany sanatoriums in New -

Zvaland which huve high claima, it
really does appear that Nelaun pos-
sesses  certain  sdveatages which
should” place her bigh in tbe list, In
summer Nelson mighi be epervating,
but ga & heuslth pesort for winter—a
nort of colonial Canres (or even
Bournemouth)—it possesses  special
charma which we have all, I faney,
overlooked too long.
boaxst of cur climute as a whole, and
few will care to contradict that, good
as it is all over New Zealand, it is
extra pood in Nelson. 1t has been
pointed out that during the recent
cold snap XNelson only suffered the
lightest and slightest of frosts, while
during the terrible gales which have
been experienced lately there were
days when there were several vessels
sheltering from a storm under Long
. Isiand, and when there was neither a
cloud to Le seen nor a breath of wind
to be felt in Nelson,  All this cold and
© wet winter, during which Wellington

* has hardly had a fine dayv. Nelson has .

- enjoyed frequent apells of dry weather
and glorions sunshine. These advan-
tages have (as the “Mail" remarks) a

- distinet commercial value, and it is 5

- preat pity that they are not properly

- exploited by local authorities. As I

. have said, Nelsonians have at

- awakened to the value of their climate
as an asset, and efforts are being made
to boom the little townszhip after the
Tashion of other so-called health re-
soris, which have really far less claim
to attention than (up to now) too re-
tiring XNelson.

PA.LACE, THE PREMIER HOTEL OF
TE AROHA,

Ofters excellent accommodation for Tour-
, Families, and Visitors,
Winea, Spirits, Ales, and Cigars of the
best brands only,
Spacions EBedrooms. Private Parlours
and Suites of Roowms. Moderate charges,

IT LAUGHS AT MUD!!

The Columbia Chainiess—
The Bicycle of the Futore.

Exhaustively tested and widely accepted as the
Standard of the Workd" For Millciimbing
and Head Winds It has no equal.

PRICE;
Columbia Chainless, £25.
Columbia Chain, £20.

The YEREX AND JONES Co.

- ALL OVER.

. DENTIBT

(Opposite Aurkland Club),

N BHORTLAND-3TREKT.

Rate of tha Univerzity o! Pennsylvania,
Phbliadeiphis, U8, - _

L

jTelephonn oM, - - -
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THE IOsT AND TELEGRAMIA
DEPARTMENE,
_ This department is one with which
the publie is daily Lrought into the
clorest of eonnection, and of which
prolably it Is prowler thon that of
any other department of the State.
It is (says the Hawera “Swar") the
general provider and the general sers
ver.
munications pa-s through it: to o
large extent it is the banker of “the
common people”; to the elasses it
represents the tax gatherer; to the
aged poor it is the pension distribu-
tor; in many places it is the registry
of the great incizients of life and
death: it is the assuraunce orgavisa-
tion of a great mauy colonists; amd,
in faet, one can hamlly live or more a

day without inveking the services of .

this preat and widespread department
which stands for so mueh of the social
and socialistic activity of the State,
Naturally its balance-sheet is of in-
terest, and it is satisfactory to know
that, as in former vears, thiz shows a
subsfantial credit on the year's oper-
ations.
+ + L ]
THE GUN COTTON DISASTER
INQUIRY.

Captain Falconer is to be congratu-
lated wpon having come very well ont
of a trying sitvation (says the Wel-
lington ~Times™). Of his fearlessness
and skill there can be no doobt; his

cavtion atone is impmgned as heving
been possibly insmficient. He would
be less than human if be failed to
protit in this regnrd by the two ter-
rible casualties that have taken place
under his command. Not ordinary.
but extrsordinary precautions must
be empioyed in dealing with such a
dangerons substance as gun coticn.

TR T S
... TEE FEDERAL SPIRIT.

The growth of the Federal spirit in

Parliament and the eountry since it
- bas been realised that the Comman-

wealth of Australia is near at bhand, is
{thinks the “Post™) a wholesome =sign
that, underiying the provineialism
that is largely due to our isolation,
there is a true pational spirit which—
apart from the purely commercial as-
pect of the questien—onee fairly
aroused, will be a powerful factor in
determining the uwitlimate destiny of
New Zealand as oue of the United
SBtates of Australasia, Te the friends
of Federation. particularly those who
in recent years have patiently and
persistentiy endeaveured to convev o
a somewhat apathetic peoyple the tre-
mendous significance of the wation-
mwaking movement that is pow culmin-
ating in an Australian Commenwealth,
the lively interest now Leing display-
edd on the guestion in this couniry

‘must be especially gratiiying,

B +* +*
THE MIXING PROSPECTOR.

WILL HE BECOME EXTINCT?

There is reason to fear (in the opin-
jon of the Nelson “Colonist™) that the
prospector of the old school, the man
who underwent great hardship in the
hope of personal gain, but who, on
making o discovery.generously shared
his "good luek™ with others, willi soon
be a man of the past. In some quar-
ters such a contingency seems to have
been foreseen, for it has already bLeen
suggested that the State should un-
dertnke prospecting. That suggestion
iz, we are convinced, quite ‘'out of the
question, hut it may, nevertheless, be
desirable to offer inducements for ex-
ploration by practical men.

. * * * :
AUSTRALIAN CRICRETERS AT
HOME,

Fven the team that went Home in
1882 can bardly be regarded as equal
to the team of 1599, Of the filty-one
matches played to dnie between Eng-
Jand aopd Australia, twenty-five have
been won- by England, seventeen by
Australia, and nine were drawn. Un-
til this tour only three test matches—
in 1852, 1588, and in 1596—had Leen
won by Australiaus in England; and
the tour of 1%9¢ is the first in which
the Austrnlisns huve not been beaten
1u.these matchea. . It is acknowledged
on_every Laud that the Auctraliing

h % .
Pracuecaiiy all buosiness com-

won the one decizive test wateh of
this tour in a Lrilliant meaver, und in
several of the Jdrawn games they
averted defent by such a dispiny of
sterling  cricket  as  delivhited  oven
their opponents. The Ansiralinns are
Improvine at ericket.  In e last nive
test matehes at Heme and in Austral
England has not been victorions onee.

+ + +
A SPLENDID CH

Y.,

The Prison Gate Mission, witl jts
elender means, has (snys the Lyttel-
ton “Times™) suaceourvd and shel-
tered scores of men and youths who,

without itz kindly help at the right
moment, wonld have gone from bad
to worse, nuntil they were finally con-
firmed in a career of crime. Some
of -the older men have paszed into
the Samaritan Home, there to remain
in some meuasuré of eomniort for the
remainder of their days; while many
of the youths, more weak - mindad
than vicious, have received good
soumdd help, tempered with whole-
some advice, and a fresh start in life.

+ + +*
WHY AUCKLANTD WANTS XNEW
ZEALAND TO FEDERATE.

That the idea of New Zealand join-
fng the Australian Commenwealth
should find fasave in Anckland will
oot (says the Oamaru “Maii™) occa-
sion any surprise to those who bear
in mind the intensely bitter feeling
that has been entertained in that
city towards Wrellingion ever since
the removal of the seat of governtnent
some thirty-five vears ago. So deen-
rooted is that antipathy that we ie-
lieve many of the Auncklanders would
rather he governed from XNydney, or
even Timbuetoo, than from Welling-
ton. The Auckland agitation in fav-
our of New Zealand ertering the
Australian Commonweatth has, we
really believe, its origin in hatred
of Wellington—the city thav, in davs
gone by, the Aucklanders msed to
sneeTingly designate
Jage.” Most certainly the Auckland-
ers have mot the possibility of any
commercial advantage from New Ze:
land beroming a part of the Common-
wealith te act as stiulus, for Auck-
land produces little or nothiug that
Austrajia stands in need of.

¥+ + F
FIRST OFFEXDERS TI'RODATION.

The Hon. J. A. Tole was not a very
conspicuous figure in  Parliamenr,
But {says the Hawke's Bay "Herald™)
if ke did nothing else, in passing the
First Otfenders’ TProbution Act he
Justified his presence there. Accard-
ing 1o the report of the Imspector of
Prizons, 91 persons were placed on
probation last year, us against the
same number in 1597, Of these 3L
were discharged afier satisfactorily
carryving out the vonditicns of their
licenses, three were re-arrested, and
one was transferred to a  bunatic
asylum. The amount of costs erdered
to be paid by the wurious Courts
before whom these offenders were
brought was £406, of whicn £170
had been actuwally paio. Tie greater
portion of the remainder Leing paid

Iy instalments as it became <due.
The approximate cost of keeping
these oftenders had they Dbeen =ent

te prisan would have been £3.237,
which sum adided to the amount of
costs, ete. aclually paid, gave a sav-
ing of £3,457 to the colony.

+ * - &
DUNEDIN HOXOURS SIR WALTER
SCOTT.

Sir Wailter Scott was a good man—
none the less because he hated cant
and cared Iittie for introspection.
A preat and good man, and a Scots-
man, to beoot!—strange would it be if
Dunedin were to be backward in do-
ing him honour.

Early they took Dun-Edin's road,
he wrute in “Martiva,'” and we have
no doubt that some of the cauntry
rettlers will take Dunedin’s road to-
day in order to pay their tribute to
the writer whose stories have added
ta the richness and worth of their
montal life. We trunt that the cele-
bration will he completely successful,
and that August 15th will henceforth
abwars have due honour in the Edin-
Lure!f® of the Soutl.

“a fishing vil-~

LAWYERS AS M. PR

The argument adfdiced about awe
yers infrodaciog mwasures to afford
legal hair-eplitting and litigious Jdis-
putations is beneath contempm. The
men who in the past and in the pre-
sent have held the highest posltions
in the old wurld and the new have
been men who have had a legal traiu-
ing, md B0 they are 1o be prolibited
from sitting in a2 New Zenlaid House
of Representatives, then ket us pray

for the millenpintm. — Mangawehas
“Mail”
L 2 + +*
t THE PROTIINDITION CLAZE.

I am quite prepared to concede to
the probibitionists  the  right  ta
promulgate their apinious. anud to win
over to their side as many converts
as they can, ravs Me E, % Mantz, of
Mornington, in a2 letter ta the press
At the same time 1 must demand the
same liberty of theught and speech
that I extend'to them. Once allow
one portion of the commnnity to dic-
tate its own dictary tuble to the rest,
we shall be landed inte the arenn of
anitnosity, and tie battle of the boter-
ages woeuld become taore fietee than
the urnholy crusades which have
stained the page of religious history.
If the prohibitionists are dizposed to
help on the work of huiman progress,
let them warch with the times, give
up their ridiculous craze, and seek to
resulate with sound restrictions an
instutution they cannot wholly des-
troy. Ititherto the prohibitionists
Lave been permitted to tread the war-
path unmolested till they have mis-
taken apathy for acquiescence, but as
they are now beginnicg to press too
heavily upen 1he corns of thosze whe
will not fall in line with them they
nmust be prepared fur o rede awaken-
ing. for the masses will nat always be
inclined to Le lectured, bullied, and

insnlted by agitators of the Isitt
stamyp,

+ + +
“IF THERE WERE NO GROG

SHOULD WE CLEAR OUT?"

The statement that so soon as the
hotel bats were closed there wauid be

- an exodus of respeciable pecple is not

only ridiculous: it is an insult to the
Intelligence of the publie. Just faney,
for justance, that the whole mate
population of the colony could be as-
sembled togeibier, and thew, each in
the presence of the other, asked to
say whether in the eveut of his being
unuable to obtain his duily tot he
wonll, despite ail the other advantages
which this Leautiful eountry oifers,
civir out 1e some place where beer
and whisky wers not prohibited. How
many mmen would hold up their hands,
and confess their inability to exist,
evenn under the most fuveurable cir-
cnmstances, without the stimulating
presence of their daily grog?
+ + +*

I fanecy there ave a gumber of things
happening abont ws which are not
generally known, or, if known, not
genernlly appreciated, says “Momus?
in the Mangaweka “MMail” It is not
generally known that in this year of
grace eighteen houdred and ninety-
nine we are =o curelese 50 listless, ar
&6 wonden-headed, that we do not
tuke that interest in matters couceri-
ing the meneral wenl that we, as an
enlightened race, shouwld <o, The con-
sequence ix that even in thar angust
assembly who have the making of aur
laws there are a by no means small
number of utterly incompetent men-
bers. We take no steps to select o
good man und imduce him to come
furward, with the consequence that
two or three candidates. probably
more or less unfitted for the position,
force themselves upon us, and we,
poor simiple we, from party or sume
other mntives, elect one of thew, and
lay the Hlattering unetion to our seula
that we bhave nobly fulflled the duty
devolving on us ns free and indepeu-
dent electurs, Thereafter we wouder
ot the wrangling and squabbling, the
exchanpge of bitter persenalities, anid
the waste of time for which the
country pays 50 dearly. I repeat,
this is & state ol affairs not generally,
kpown,

TO DARKEN GREY HAIR
Lockyer's  Salphur Hair Restorer,
quickest, safest, best ; restores the ratural

colour. Luckyer's, the real English Hair
Restorer. Large Bottles, la 6, every-
where. —{Advt.)




