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sanme of the most eultured ancients
they were much liked, and in exotic
CoLEtries they are to-duy even a much
appreciated artiele of food.

Among the bugs the first place as
delicacy is taken by the palm bug,
somewhat of a ereature as our Uolo-
ratlo potatee bug.  Its larva lives in
the marrow of the palm tree and
#eiches the size of half an inch., It
has been highly prized in the Indies
for centuries. Reaumier speaks of an
ancient lndian King who served his
liveek guests far dessert instead of
fruit a worm taken from a plank ancd
ronsted, probably the larva of the
palm bug. The Greeks who partook
nf this delicacy are lond in its praise.
The “cossus,” of which Pliny speaks,
und which was fattened with flour by
the gourmands of the Homan Empire,
wits it all probability the horned
heetle of to-duy.

FOUND IN DECAYING WOODL.

To-dny a similar bug. or rather the
larva of one, I'rionus cervicornis,
whith is found in Houth Amerlea in
decaying woaod, i3 not only eaten by
the natives of those countries, but ulso
by the acclimted whites. 1t is dis-
wished and roasted in
ive oil, and is said to Le a1 veritable
delfeacy in this shape. Similar to
this is the larva of Lamia kribulus, a
horned beetle found in Afriea.  All
the bogs of this family have large and
fut larvae.

Liut not only larvae of bugs. even the
fully developed bug, is an article of
foud in wany countries to-day. There
js for, instance, the Blaps in Egypt
(I3laps sulecatu), which has the re-
putation of making lean people stout,
and which is eaten breiled in butter,
The cynic, of conrse, may say thut the
butter has as mneh to do with the
fattening process as the bug. The
reader may decide this as suits him-
Trest. Not so far back Europeans ate
cockehafers stewed in sugar, like
burned almonds. Much simpler do
some of the boys in certain parts of
Germauy at the present day, who eat
the May bugs whole and unadulterat-
e, and who assert that they taste
like hasel nnts and can be obtained
with far less trouble. May bug soup
iz eaten in some parts of Germany
tn-Aay, and s said to have great
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WING OF HOUSE FLY.

medicinal properties as an anti-rheu-
matic remedy,

The order of lepidopterae, or butter-
fly. furnishes few, if any, for food,
probably because the smull and hairvy
tuly is too insignificant, but the larva
and eaterpillar, of which some are of
great size, have found admirers among
eaters. Chiet among the latter are
the matives of Australia, who have
vaterpillar soup and a sort of stew
miade from the larva of the butterfly.
‘The frugal Chinese. the origrinators of
silk manufacture from the cocoon of
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the silkworm, eat the chrysalis after
the silk has been removed, und no less
an authority than Darwin commends
a Chinese Uaterpillar soup and a co-
+0on stew as an excellent dish.
WHERE THEY EAT BEES.

The order of hymerioptera, or in-
sects with membranous wings, also
furnishes some members and products
which are eaten. No reference is had
here to the honey furnizhed by the
busy bees, and which probably would
be refused hy nobody. but to the hees
themselves, They are eaten this day
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in Cexvlon, Ly acclimated whites ns
well s by the natives, and they are
sivid to be not oaly nourishing but
(uite tasty. More important than the
hees, however, are the ants, In some
parts of Europe the red forest ant is
enten, or at least chewed, and is said
to have a fine, aromatic tasie which
revives the tired traveller. In Sweden
unts are immersed in brandy to give
the Jatter n fine aromatic fluvenr. Rut
the most (diversified methods of pre-
paring ants for food are found in the
Sourh American States. TTlumboldt re-
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per, & Dutch svientist, accurdiog to
Whowt the natives of Lavdguiy eat the
hind purt of the anly wt thy -
which, being of aubwout the rize
pra, is suid 1o taste like lae ke
u hazelnut if enten  ruw,
burnt adtomds if roasted wnd bimomers-
wil i sirnp, But the tid World bal
it nht-eitters also. Niculas Venetus,
an Iy v puthor, writes of the Ako-
wes, no East hedinn people, which de-
vorreed ants prepared joopopper sies,

OF the Hies litthe is knowz az an o
ricle of fol, unless it e in the re-
pudation Lhoardinge-honse  in gummer
titme, when people all aver the warld
vt moere or less Hies —nnknowingly,
howeser,  Sowe enthn
muintaine thar eheese mitex are mreally
the b part af the oheese. This is,
prebably, upon the  principle  that
wasps never attick any bud frodt bat
only the Lest of its Kind.  In this con-
nection it may e mentioned that the
Mexicans in the vicinity of Lake Tes-
vty pivther the eprpes of o Hy which
abowmuds  there in myriads, il eat
these eggs either raw or baked, when
they preserved for months,

FLIES XOT I'OPULAR

OFf the onler of neuroptern, net-wing-
vl inxects, the ternit or winged ant
forms= an important article of foodl for
several African tribes, The Hotten-
tots eat termites both mw and hroil
aund the Senvrgalese also look mpon 1
insect as a fuvourite dish. There the
termites are mostly eanght when they
swarm, At thiz time millions of them
settle upon shallow waters, when they
are fished np and slowly brailed in
carthen pots until they are done ton
turn. Then thexy are eaten withont
comdiments. and Sweathman, an Eng-
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ports that the natives alonyg the Rio
Negro eat the Sauba, a forin of large
ant guire common there, us a greut
delicney, particularly  the female
Nauba during the pericd of gestation.
The hined part of the body is eaten raw
with a bit of sult. If the cateh of
ants hus been so large that the juseets
cannot be consutied at onee the ants
are roasted and preserved in salt, or
they are mashed wil formed iuto pies,
which, ulse presecved in salt, are o
favourite «ish for the natives the yenr
arounsd.

A similar report is moaule by
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SCALES ON PORTION OF BUTTERFLY'S WING, AND SPACES
WHERE THE 5CALES OR FEATHEHS HAYE COME OUT.
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lixhh seientist, asxerts thi
like wlmond meringize.

t they taste

Among the order of orthoptera, or
strafght-winged insects, the vommuan
locust furnishes as an artivle of foord
for many tribes some restitution for
the enormous danige it does to vepe-
tation. The DBible tells us of the
Jews aml of John the Baptist that
they nte locusts, vsually with the =ea-
sening of hopey from wild bees, Stim-
ho, the Roman historian, reports that
some Ethiopian tribes, on pecoannt of
their fonduess for locusts [acvisdia|
were naed Acridaphages.  Pliny re-
ports that the Pacthians  preferrod
fried locusts to any other dis<h, ¥
wore mordern times Frederick Ha
fuist. o Russian phasician, and 1
ler, Tepnrts anent o trip ta Mles

undertihen in 17490 that the Arubs,
first during o Famine and sibseguent-
Iy beciinse f1 loe

likedl i, dried

vt wlow anel then pilve

The  insects, L lacust  Hour awas
mude with water into o dongh aned
then haked, He asserts that this coke
o bread has almost the o taste
us oatmenl brend, which cannot he
wondered at beeause of the faet that
aiptficlds seem to e the Tavourite prey

nf this loeusts, At Teist, thexr leave
ather vepetation alone so longr as onts
may he devonred,

Spurrmann, whe lived ot the Cape of
Gool Hope during the lnst years of
the vighteenth century, and whn t
velld extensively in Afriea, sian
thot the Hattentols rejaive when their
enuntey is visited hy o loeust plagoe,
though the varncions Inscets devogr
eveey hit of vegetation. The Hotten-
1ots ent loensts like the eivilised world
cats oysters, Uin every style. They
ulsn prepare a brmwn snup fram the




