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trrs im acting a8 go-betwerns und
e HCe  preservers Among their great
peighboure.  When, a8 in this Sauncan
cise, there is friciion and jealousy
among any two or more of the latter
which har to be smnothed down, the
little meutral is usoally invired in.

‘The pravikion of the Commissioners
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with regard ta the naticnality of the
new Xamoan Governor will, 1 suppose,
make it useless for any New Zealander
to upply for the billet., Not a few
will regret this. Tt will occur to many
that seeing we have supplied Tonga
with a Resident, there is nothing to
hinder us giving a Governor te Samoa.
There are scores of men in the colony
who believe they could fill all the re-
quirementq. Perhaps if this were
represented to  the Commissioners
they might be induced to throw the
position open to New Zealanders.
* o @
A THANKLESS TASK.

We New Zealanders do not greatly
affect statues By a supreme effort
a bronze eftigy of Her Gracious Majes-
t¥ the Queen has been erected in
Awekland, and Mr Gladstone is to have
a lmst in the Northern City. But
these two works seem to have pretiy
well exhausted the statuesque enthu-
siasm of the Auckianders, amd the pro-
moters of the scheme to perpetuate
the memory of Sir George Grey by
means of a statue of the deveased
statezsman are baving a difficult busi-
ness. The invitation te the public 1o
sulvseribe. and the affering of mani-
fold temptations to them to de so. in
the =hape of conveniently placed col-
tection boxes. have both failed to tap
the well-spring of XNorthern gener-
oxity. and at last it has been deter-
mined that a canvassing commiltee
shall make a house to house visit and

~ A “thankleas ‘ask

solicit subscriptions. A list is to be
made out of all the likely perseos
whom it would be adrisable to visit.
and the canvasrers. hunting in coup-
lex, will wait upon these gentlemen.
The scheme reminds us of the tactics
adopted in the mendicant profession.
Professioonl tramps, [ understand,
are in the babit of putting a dis
{inguirhing mark on the houses they
visit indicating the character of the
inmates, 80 that when a brother
tramp comes along he can at a glance
discern what his chances of entertain-
nient are. It ig precisely the same
ilea in a slightly different shape that
the Grey Rtatuve Commitise have hit
upan. and it might prove very success-
ful. A mistake, T think. has been
made. however, in revesling the names
of the canvansers, Thnt should have

beeu kept ns profoumsd & aeeret a8 the
nansrs of the citlizens whose homen ar

wa of buribess sty to be invaded.
Uitherw e the canvassers will have
their wark ewt out to entch their prey,
The appearance on the scene of a: y of
there axsiduous fishers of gpren will, bf

vourse, be the signal for general flight. -

1 have always thought the position of
a canvaszser singularly nndesirable, but
even the man who essayed to take
onlers for a new Pictoresque Atlas of
Auvatralin would probably have quite
s enviable a hillet as the gentlemen
who go forth to solicit subscriptions
for such a worthy and aesthetic ob-
jeet as & atatue to Sir George Grey.
Hitherto they hare all enjoved the
confidence of their fellow citizens, but
whether thex can expect to do so after
tne canvars is finished is more than [
would like to say. Bpeaking from my
own experience, [ have known friend-
shipa decay on less groonds. let a
man bhe as Chrirtian-spirited as you
like. I defy him to feel as kindly dis-
posed to his bosom friend after the
latter hazs =clkd him a ticket for =
church hazaar as he did before., The
tranzaction is indeed a trifling one.
yet nothing that [ know of tends ta
shake one’s confidence in the sincerity
of your friend's affection and regard
as an attempt on his part to make you
purchase a tieket for a church baraar:
I am very much afraid that the ease
will be even worse in this siatue busi-
ness. I should not wonder if social
ostracism of a kind is the penalty
which the poor canvassers will have to
pay for their devoted intrepidity in s
good canse,

Notesg]j(_oﬁons.

The story of destitution and death
as recorded in the Wellington papers
of Friday last reflects little credit on
the benevolent institution of the
Empire e¢ity. The vietim was oue
Andrew Carnaga, whe had been iaid
up with consumption for. nine months,
and who died on Tuesduy last from
prlmonary hemorrbage, The Tady
visitor of the Renevolent lustitute
ad visited the bouse severnl times,
and had allewed the unfortunate
family the munificent sum of 4/ per
week and four rations. There was the
wife. the invalid husband, who requir-
el constant attendance and continual
nourishment. and there were five
children. and the rent of the home
was 7/ per week. To proride for rent.
children. invalid cookery. not to men-
tion the necessaries of life. the Bene-
volent Institution (oh. the bittex
irony of the oame to the dying man
and his starving family) provided #/
a week. Surely there is something
very very wreng here. Something which
the charitably disposed persens who
supply the Henevolent Institute with
funds should inquire into. To mme it
is but one of many instunces of the
fact that benevolent societies, thongh
well meaning, do more harm than
frood in the majority of instances and
places. It is a case of doing those
things they onght not to do, and leav-
ing nndone those things ther ought
to do. They are in hundreds of cases
grossly deceived and defrauded. and
every now and then ic one of other of
our’ principal citics a case arises like
the present. which shows an almost
inconceivable lack of perception of
a genuine case of privation. and a lack
of sympathy for obvious suffering
simply astoanding.

+ + + -

Speaking generally, the decisions and
sentences of the Magistrates” Courts
in New Zealand are fair and reason-
able, and we are free in this colony
from thoze flagrant absurdities and
abuses which disgrace the English
I'rovincial  Magisterial Beoch, and
which are 5o usefully shown up in the
legal pillory of Mr Labouchere's fear-
less journal “Truth.” But there are
ane or TWo points on Which § think the
magistrater of thiz colony show a dis-
position to be unduly lax, or rather, it
would be more correct to say leaient.
1 refer to cases of cruelty to animals.
The real gravity of the crime does not
seem to e upderstood by many other-
wise excellent J.P's and Resident
Mngistrates, and there is a tendency
either to discharge eases without auffi-
viently searching enquiry, or where
conviction is recorded to award & sen-
tence which is not at all commensur-

- this

ate with the merionaness, and too fre.
quentiy the blsckguardism of the
offence.  TWo catis are now before me
which are an admiralde text for the
usual lay sermon which (1 fear) I nit
too ofen inflict om  readers  of
calumn. The value of these
inilacces is that ewch represcats
an entirely different stamp of
case, both, however, needing severity
to be put down, .
+ + +*

We will take the worst first, and 1
thiok all will agree that as an instance
of jusenile scoundrelism and brutality
it wouid be (happily) hard to beat.
And, test it ahould be thought that in
My eaTnestneas over thia matter I
might exaggerate, lat ns take the plain
report of the local paper. It records
that at Patea Court last week two
bogs aamed Hodge were brought up
on a charge of cruelty to an animal.
The facts according to the Press were
that one of the bays held a8 horse while
the other tied a tin can with some
stones in it to its tail, and then let it
go. The horse began to gallop. and
the tin to rattle, and the horse gal-
loped along the road about three
chains to where the road stopped, aml
the horse tried to jump over a wire
fenee, and was caught and thrown
over, being seriously injured by the
fall. The boys beat it with sticks to
make it get up, but this it was unable
to do (having broken its back), and
after taking the tin away the boyxs
left it to its fate. It yemained there
for two days, when it was fonnd neces-
sary to destroy it. The Court was
quite satisfied defendants were guilty
of the charge. Unfortunately the Aet
did not allow them to order a good
birching or that would have been the
sentence: and if they fined heavily.
the hardship wonld fall on their
mother, Under the circutnstances they
bad decided in inflict a fine of 10/ on
each defendant, with eoats 13/,

+ + *

Comment =6 far as concerns this
terrible story of blackguard cruelty
itzelf is obviously mneedless. It i=s
enongh to shock and distress the most
callous, while to. those who love ani-
muals if js simply past thinking upon.
But there are one or two points in the
evidence and in the decision of the
magistrate which seem to be warth
consideration. Surely, in the first
place. it is monstrous to a degree that
the severest form of flogging cannot
e prescribed for such dastardly and
cowardly actions. If the magistiates
concerned are right, the sooner the

law is amended the better, and
1 commend the matter 1o the
attention of our legislators in

Tarlinment assembled.
ihis one Act altered. the session—
be it leng or short—will not have
been wholly useless. But even sup-
pusing there was no power to flog
these culprits, surely some more fit-
ting punishment ecould have been
found than' a8 mominal fine. What!
someone will doubtless say, would you
saini them to prison? Yes; most cers
tainly, I wonld answer, in the absence
of reformatories (whose absence is &
national disgrace) they should assur-
wlly o to prison. Who will maintain
that the crime of these cruel cowards
is not infinitely more serious from
every standpoint—moral and social—
than the picking of a pocket or steal-
ing of a horse; yet we have recently
secn some severe imprisonment sen-
tehces for these latter offences.

+ +* +

it does not seem to sirike many
people that brutality to animals, and
callousness to their safering., is, if
encouyraged. likely to end in cases of
social ferocity and brutality, To beat
and kick s horse to death is a long
step on the road to crimes of vio-

1f they get

lence, of croefty to women and
children, amd ¢vea to murier; and
the imposing of abmurdly lenient sen-
tencea palliatea, if it does mot emcour-
ape, hidecas crinves such as that chron-
icked in the Patsa Court, M it were
umierstood that m sentence of two or
three months' hard jabour with a
couple of judieicusly placed and very
severe floggings wonid be awarded to
any even moderntely bud case of me-
tive eruelty to animals, the evil would
be very soon stamped out..
-* * -4

In the foregoing parsgraph I ased
the phrase active cruelty to animals,
and I did mo adrisedly, because the
other cape I wish to refer to con-
cerne a case of what may be termed
passive cruelty, and while entirely
lacking the horror and ¢riminal c¢har-
acteristics of the last, yet iz no bad
instance of the tendency 1o & care-
lesx caliousness 10 the needs and me-
censities of animala, and lack of the
thonght which is far too characteriatic
of many country districts. The facte
shortly stated are that Mr Bromell,
on the 28th February, sold a section
to Mr Rollet, and on that mnstered
the sheep thereon, also purchased by
Mr Rollet. The section was an out-
lying ome, each of tha gentlemen

usmed tiving about fitteen
miles thereirran. Ten of  the
sheep mustered were  declared

to ber the property of Mr Charles
Ricketts, a neighbouring farmer, and
these were placed in a pen by Mr
Bromell and kept separate from the
flock. Word was sent by & Mr John
Harford to Mr Ricketts that his sheep
were on the property, and asking him
10 remove same. The evidence was
contradictory as to whether Mr
Ricketis was told that the sheep were
in a pen, or, as he stated, that
they were in a paddock. Anyway,
eing busy hop-picking, ete, he did
not send for the sheep, which. re-
mained in the pen, and the other
parties having dispersed no one ap-
parently was aware of their condition.
Then pen was but one-sight of an acre
in extent, and there was no water.
Sometime afterwards, a Mr Carl
Davis, in passing over the land,
noticed that the sheep had not suffi- ~
cient food, and without knowing any
of the circumsiances he removed
them into an adjoining pen, where
there was herbage. No one seclus to
have gone pear the place again it
the 19th of April, whesn Mr Hollet went
up to muster his sheep, and was sur-
prized 10 find the sheep in the pen,
three of them dead, and the remainder
very much starved. The Magistrate
dismissed the case. It appeared
¢learly enough to him that there was
not any intentional cruelty upoa the
part of anyone, and it was, he ¢on-
sidered, a moot point who was re-
spoosible for the neglect, which was
evidently caused by a misunderstand-
ing, or an omission 1o give full par-
ticulars.
+ + +

Now., while quite agreeing with the
Miugistratg that there was in this
special case no intentional cruelty on
the part of anyone, and that the
question as to who ought to have seen
after the sheep was not aver clear, 1
do think that this was a case of repre-
hensible carelessness all round. Ko
doubt all the persons concerned are
viterly capable of a callous,

far less a cruel actiom, but that
throngh want of thought or forget-
fulness on part of one or more they
did severally and jointly cause great
cruelty and outrageous suffering to
several animals is  uwuquestionable,
Want of thought canses half the suf-
fering and half the crimex in the
world, and when it reaches & certain

Oue Fight-Page Supplement.

With this number is issued the usnal
EIGHT PAGE SUPPLEMENT,coutain-
ing a magmificent collection of merial
and short stories. Sports and Pastimes,
Newn of the World, Competitions, etc.
No other journal imsued in the colony
gives such a profusion of interesting

fiction of a firstclass order. It will
alsc be noted that a competition—one
of the most novel that has beeo pre-
sented to the readers of the “Graphic™
—makes its appearance in the Supple-

- ment thiy week, aud affords an oy por-

tunity for winning several handsame
prizes.



