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call it?—T will call it & parable that
some one has come in to rouae you ujp.
It ia a God-send, to use a technicat
term.' Without this rousing up the
Council, he went on to msay, had an
‘llicit" existence.

*« * +*

The putcome of the late public
meeting held in Picton in reference to
the doings of the Picton Borough
Council, waa a very breezy meeting
of the Council afterwards. The Mayor
however, ruled that he was not ob-
liged to take notice of any resolutiona
passed at a public meeting. In that
case he was resolved to let matters re-
main in atatu gue till the next elee-
tion of councillors, when the rate-
payers could expresa their opinions by
electing whomesoever they chose. The
whole fiasco arcee nut of the appoint-
ment of the Town Clerk to be also
Tnxpector of Works, in addition to
half & dozen other appointments which
he holds. The ratepayers consider
that the wisest plan would be to pay
an experfenced man who could do the
whele of the borough work, Another
mnint of difference between the rate-
pavers and the Council was the unjust
raising of the water rates, and the let-
ling of water power to a councillor
fur lighting his hotel with electricity
at ¢ much less rate than another was
paving for his malt-house.

* +* +

Owing to the recent unusvally bad
weather, no maila ecame to Picton
from Thursday of last week till Tues-
day this week. Marlborough people
thought they were being isolated
again. The heavy seas breaking on
the cnast at Port Underwoeod were
distinctly heard in Picton on Satur-
day night, and fears for the safety of
eoasting  eraft amid such terrific
bhreakers ax there must have been was
felt by most people.

Current Gomment

— ———

ROADS AND BRIDGES VERSUS
PENSIONS.

Was it better to give access to the
land and bring the produce to market
than to give pensions to old people?
Tf roads and bridges were made he
thought the settlers would be in a
better position te provide for their
aged relatives themselves, (Applause,)
He was not against the prineiple, but
against the Rill. 1t was, amongst
other things, merely an extension of
the principle of charitable aid. The
more @ man worked and saved the less
chance he had of getting a pension.
‘The principle was bad and opposed
to the rules of palitical economy. e
hoped his hearers would consider his
ohjections reasonable and sufficient.—
Herries, M.H.R., at Cambridge.

+ + +

THE BARE MAJORITY.

Recognition had been given lately to
the great principle of the hare maj-
arity, more especially on the question
of local option. The three-fifths muj-
ority might be all very well, but if a
majority was right in one case why
not in all; let us have it frir all
round. (Applause.} He trusted that
whaoever went to the House from thia
distriet should go infused with the
necessity of carrying into effeet the
great and good principle of rule by a
bare majority. (Applause.)—Mr White
in the Waikato. ’

+ + +.
THEIR® OWN TRUMPET

The people of the colony huad jnst
cause to be grateful to the Opposition
for their efforts; they had done yoe-
man service during their 10 years in
Parliament, (Hear, hear and ap-
plause) They had sat up late and
warkerl their hardest to keep the pre-
went (Jovernment in check, never de-
rRpairing and never drenming of giving
in. 1f they were few, he maintuined
that. they had gained a great mural
victory, It had been a great trium-
phal suceess, and he ventured to pre-
¢tlict that the Opposition would not go
In agnin an ao Oppoxition, but s the
party out of which the Government of
this country would be ereated.— Cop-
toin Huswell in several recent apeechen
up Nerth,

News ) World

Two thousand workmen have heen
discharged from the Woolwich
Arsenal,

Once again there {s a pow-wow
in the Transvaal, and an alleged con-
Apiraey, resulting in the arrest of
seven KEnglishmen and a Dane, haa
been discovered. The men are stated
to have been enlisting men for ser-
vice against the Transvaal Govern-
ment. They are apparently persone
af no influence or importance, and
the incident will not, it ia hoped, in-
terfere with the compromise which it
i8 thouyht will result from the meet-
ing of Kruger and Sir A. Milner,
High Commissioner for South Africa.

The Australians won the Surrey
match very easily by an innings and
0 runs. Howell's bowling is arcus-
Ing a furare of admiration. Trumble
trundled trinmphantly in  Surrey's
second innihgs, getting 5 wicketa for
35. )

Earl Strafford met his denth last
week under extraordinary circum-
stances. He fell off a platform of
a station on the Oreat Northern Rail-
way just as an express train was
passing through, It is presumed he
had a fit, and so fell. He was decapi-
tated.

As & concession to religious feel-
ing the projected Sunday issue of
the ‘Ihily Mail” has been abandened
by Harmrworth Brothers.

The war in the Fhilippines pro-
gresses, and slowly but surely Ameri-
can troops are capturing all the main
towns, Sanisdioid, on the island of
Tuzon, has been taken this week.

The Hank of New South Wales is
flourishing, and declares a dividend
of 8 per cent, The New Zealand buasi-
ness is reported to be excellent.

The much talked of Peace Confer-
ence began its deliberations on Fri-
day. Owing to the Queen’s Birthday
holidny we are obliged to ro to press
early this week. At the time of writ-
ing the news is as follows:—

M. de Staal, the Rnssian Ambassa-
dor to Fngland, has been elected pre-
sident of the Conference. The pro-
ceedings are secret. ‘The Confereuce
telegrunphed to the Czar its desire for
the successful result of the deliber-

ations. The programme to be dis-
cussed consists of three asections.
namely. DNisarmament, the Taws of

war, and Mediatien and Arbiteation.
The Czar has authorised the Commis-
sion to report upon the advisableness
nf abolishing the transportation of
criminals to Siberia, realising that the
present system is ruinous to the fu-
ture of Siberia. The Conference has
declared guestions affecting privateer-
ing and neutrality of merchandise
shich is not contraband of war to be
outside the scope of the Conference,
the subjects not having been included
in the Czar's circular. M. de Staal, in
adressing the Conference, said the
question of mediation and arbitration
would be placed in the forefront. The
laws of war and the question of redune-
ing the armaments of the nations
would come next The newspaper
correspontdents are indignant that see-
recy is being maintained in regard to
the proceedings. Several have left the
Hague as a protest.

A large Russian loan will probubly
soon be placed on the Londen market,

The prospects in the Transvanl nre
nene too hopeful. Tresident Kruper's
reform praposnls are considered illus-
ory. They are limited ta the redue-
tion of the qualifiention for the full
franchise to nine years. Mr Goschen,
First Loml of the Admiralty, spenk
nt the South Africun dinner, satd
A, Milner, the liritish Hiph Commis-
sioner for Bouth Afriea. wns not o
guitable mnn to denl with the Truns-
vanl tangle, which must be unravelled.
The Johnnneshisrg conspirntors in-
clude two angents, provocuteurs. nmil
revernl drunken wastrels.  The nt-
tempt of the Gouvernment organd to
magnify the affair into n second .Jnm-
esan rid exciten derision, ‘The Cam-
mivgion of Collee iv aupposed to have
diseovered the plot in onler to retnin
control of the Detective Departiment,

The outbreak of cholera in India
tmay approach serious proportions, a
very large number of deaths are re-
ported from Karachil.

At the time of going to press the
condition of the Ameer of Afghan-
istan was &till critical. he is unabie
to waltk or etand. Sirdar Hubidilla
Khan, the Ameer's eldest Bon, iz popu-
lar, and ir likely to maintain the in-
heritance. Hia chief rival ia Hrok
Khan, the Ameer's hrother, who is at
present in Russian Turkestan.

Two more notes stolen from Parr's
Hanok have been cashed.

Despite the loss of the China the
P. and 0. Company have declared a
dividend of 7 per cent. on deferred
shares.

Portmen in Paris have struck owing
to o Biil passed by the Chamber of
Deputies for an increase in their pay
being rejected by the Benate.

Owing to the liquidation of the
Austlalusian Mail Line Co. the steam-
er= Miowera, Warimoeos, and Aorangl
with their ecantructs are to b sold.

The foundation stone of the new
South Kensington Museum has been
laicl by the Queen. Her Majesty, who
wans escorted by the Prince of Wales,
1he Dukes of York and {ambridge,
and n brilliant concourse of peers,
was reecived with grent enthusinsm
by the public.

The Neorthern Bteamship Company
have had a very successful year, and
pay a dividend of 7 per cent.

All is quiet in Samoa now, accord-
ingr *o reports per H.M.s. Rayalist.

The Dritish troops acenpied Shan-
chau, in the Kaulung provinee, and
hoisted the Rritish flag. The treops
have now returned to Hongkong. The
Tussizn Minister insiste on an exten
sion of the Pekin rnilway concession,
and China is expected to yield unless
Britain supports her. Lord Salisbury,
addressinig the Railway Itenevolent
Institution, ridiculed the idea that
foreigners participating in the Chi-
nese railway concessions would seri-
ously imperil Tritish interests,

Touching the Pacific eable, 8ir Wil-
fred Lanrier, the Canadian TPremier,
states that Canada will only agrie to
contribnte to the Pacific cable if the
work is earried ont on the principle
of co-partnership with Britain and
Australasia. The New Zealand {lav-
ernment have received n eable from
the Imperinl nauthorities confirming
the offer of a subsidy not execeeding
twenty thousand ponnds per annuomn
far 24 years towards the Pacifie eable
route by Norfolk Tslend, with =&
branch there to New Zealand. The
estimiated cost is £1,517,000.

New Scuth Wales Lancers will as-
sisl al the celebration of Her Mnjesty's
birthday in london.

The Tmperial Institute is to be con-
verferld into national praperty, The
engst wing will be devoted to the Lou-
don [Tuiversity.

The leader of the lelgian Antarctic
expedition, Lient. Tk Gerluche, says
that the work of the Helginn Antare-
tie exploration party is finished. and
that the scientists nre now on their
wiy to Europe,

The unsual cruelty charges Lrougnt.
nst African explerers, are hweing
elled agninst Major Marchanmd. 1t

Le
is alleged he hanged and shot run-
away poerters, turned wemen into bag-
goge bearers, nnd was guilty of other

enormities.

The direct trode between Manches-
ter and the colanier is Aaid to be
booming. Much interest and activity
in being shown in Manchester,

A reactinn appears to be petting in
in the Dreyfus case. Uwing to the
revelations in the ‘Figuro,' a large
section of the Nationalist press in
Puris declare they will aceept the ver-
dict of the Court de Cassation, But
fmngine such a declaration being
necessary! Fancy the *Times’ saying
it would aocept the decision of the
Court of Appesll

The Queen has visited Kensingion
Talure, which ia about to be handecl
over to the nation, and was delighted
with all she =aw. The palace will no
doubt he one of the most popular
‘show pluces’ in London when it is
opened te the publie

The Earl of Huntington, who, with
his wife, hna Jeft for a tour of these
colonies, is 8 young fellow about 30
years of age. He ia ownper of some
13400 acres of land, and Is an enthu
sinstic hunter, being master of the
Ormonde Hunt. e ia the fourteenth
enrl, and an ancestor, John de Haat-
ings, was Seneshal of Aquitnine, a
cluimnnt, by the way, to the Scottish
throne, Hia ]l name ix Warn-r
Francis John Plantagenet Hastines.
He is a Conservative, rich, nnd wmar
riwl to o charming woman., Now Zea-
land is included in the tour.

Americn will, from this time for-
wird, be a factor in Eurspean puolitics.
Her inclusion in the Pewe Confzrence
invitation has, Signor Crigpi  hos
pointed out, crented n precedent for
Yunkee intervention fn all European
questions,

Admiral Fairfax, who was out here
some  years ago as Commander-in-
Chief of the Australinn Squadron, has
lLeen appointed Commander-in-Chief
at Devonport.

‘Review of Reviews’ Stead has heen
allowed to lecture in Russia to Rritish
residents. IHe denounced the censor-
ship over all publications brought into
the conntry as idictic and mischievi-
ous, and complained that ne peace
society was allowed to be orgnnised in
Russia,

With regard to the Pacific eable, the
Agents-tieneral and Lord Strntheona.
High Commissioner for the Doaminion
af Canada, have interviewed Mr Cham-
berlain and strongly urged an Im-
perinl partnership. They pointed out
that the colonies had nn means of
surveying the route or Inying the
calile,

Misfortune never comes singly in
the shipping world, Tesides the miss-
ing Perthshire and the wrecked Te-
knpn, there have heen disasters to
the steamer Age, which ran aground
at Newenstle; to the Dunke of DBuck-
ingham, which ia ashore in the Rris-
bane river; and to the Orowaiti, which
run on & sandbank in Strahan Ha:-
baour.

The Henry Dramatie Company eom-
meneeld its Auckland season en Sat-
uridiny, the drna staged being ‘Shuin-
ruek und Thistle” A good house wel-
vomed the players, whoe represent a
fuirty strong coembination, aml have
in their repertoice several pivees that
ought to secure them o warm recep-
tion. ‘The drama  with which they
DNLE NIsTe se the patronage of the
Northern City i o renlly good one of
its class, sensaticnal and emntional to
the lost epree, amd crowded with
strong situntions, The staging leaves
nothing to be asked for, amd some of
the players, notnbly Mr Henry, who is
capital in hix role of the Scoteh ser
vimt, tnke their parts well. On Tuesday
evening the compiny staged n drumn-
tisution of Onidn's ‘I'nder Two Flugs.

The organist of Knox Chureh, Pur-
nell (Mr .. F. Bennett) hay been asked
to act in o similar eapaeity ut Holy
‘Trinity Anglican Churel, Devenport,
bt is unable to arcept the pust owing
te his being only a shurt time in his
present position.
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