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a8 though to hush the cry of paln
that would have wscaped her.

The ugony parsed after that in-
stunt, but it left its trace, and Jus-
tina realised the full truth of what
bud happened then—realised that sor-
row in 8 tww Aand & sharper form muat
> aidded now mnd slways to the bur-
deu af trouble and biterness which, us
Rupert Seaton’s wife, it was her lot
to bear,

bove with all ita majenty, itn panwer,
ite pumsion of aweetness and joy hadt
come swcklendy into her heart—Ilove
for oune she must never love; love
ihat, having shown her ity exqguisite
bueauty, its divine power for a asingle
instant, must be torn rathlessty from
heee heart und set uside from her for-
cever, to De won und shared by another
WuIan.

CHAPTER XY, .

IT Justinug could have sludled her
own prite’s snke she would have left
Croomehurst before her aunt—Lady
sartoris—arrived us guest and echaj-
¢ron to Lord Dunchester’s house
party. She did, indeed, make some
suggestion of this to Molly only the
wmorning of the day that wus set apart
for the meet of the Dupstanley
hounds,

It was the first spoken word she had
wiven touchiug her determination to
go. Mally wuas, us we have seen, pre-
pured for this decisvion. and yet, de-
spire  her guiet acceptance of it in
Husil’s presence a pnng went through
her heart as she hesrd the girl an-
naunwve her departure, and ns she look-
# on the very slender, absolutely de-
licate frame of the speaker.

To Justina's great velief Molly maide
un sort of vigorous protest to the dle-
eision, but all the same she would not
avcept it immediately,

*Wait just a little while longer—itilt
Christmas is well over. I am not
woing to say all 1 shouid like to say,
Justinn. There are some things which
are oo strong for argument or plend-
ing, and you and your will are one
of these things. All T ask is that you
should wait a little longer. You are
not  wvery strong, remember. Dr.
Wyllie told me yesterday you would
want care for months to come, and—'

Here Moliy broke off. 'T want you
to be here when your aunt comes,
Justina,” she maid, gently, after a
mement's pauge,

“Hut that is just what I do not
wunt,’ Justina answered, with & touch
of pussion in her voice. ‘Molly, you
don’t know what it will mean to me

—a neeting with  Aunt  Margarvet
now.’
‘1 think | do, darling. Dasit and §

nre not without relations, though, for-
tunately for our peace of mind, we
have established a coolness with most
of them. In the old days, before
Unele William died and Bay cama
into the title, I ¢an assure you I was
nearly worried into my grave by a
4 variety of country ccusins and inter-
fering uncles and aunts, and yet—

‘Aud yet, Molly?

AMolly hent forward and  kiased
Justina.  She was arrayed in her well-
«cut riding habit, and very meat and
charming she looked, the likeness to
Basil being emphasised wonderfully
by this masculine garb.

‘Bloal is thicker than witer, Jnst-
inu,’ «he said, very tenderty, ‘and
there are some cages where own's own
kith and kin is an absolute necessity
in one’s Iife”

‘Charity is always hard, but charity
from one’s relations!’” Justina broke
off with a shwider. Remembrance of
the horrible time she had spent under
her uncle’s roof just after her fathec's
tdeath was full of bitterness still; not
even the misery of her mistaken wur-
riage could wipe out that Dbitter-
Nesg,

‘Charity,” Molly eried, hotly; ‘but,
my darling little Just, why wil
you apply such a word to your-
self? From whom, do you desire
or expect to receive charity? You
are, thank heaven, able ic dispense
with all such things. Tt is not for
such a humiliating suggestion that 1
urge yvou to cultivate a friendship with
vour aunt. Tt iz because T want yon
to feel you will not be uiterly alone
in yvour brave, hard life; that you
shall bhave some one who will be a
kind of protector and counsellot com-
bhined. You know the world perhaps
hetter than T do, Juetina; therefore

you will see the vﬂne of what I have
Just said.’

“Must 1 eonsider thn world belum
my own feelmgs? Juntmaﬁ asked,
wearily, andly,

‘You must, undoubted]y, nlthough
there might be one who could afford
to set the world at defiance,”

. “;‘\ml why they more than me, Mol-
¥ . .

Molly's  reply wus to turn the
apeaker round und put her face to tace
with a mirror.

‘Rend my sauswer there,' she said,
pointing to the jpvely reflection most
quietly. 7/

Justina blyshed and thea pated and
then sighea.

"No doubt you are right, dear,” she
said, as she furned away, ‘but it will
not mal\e it any easier for me to ask
a favour of my annt. She does not
approve of me. She has stndiounsly
avoided me for so long there can ba
such a poor pretence of friendship be-
tween us. Aunt Margaret hates svery-
thing that is unconventional and Ro-
hemian. She—she objected very
strongly to my marriage. and now—
Justina paused for un instant. It wan
the first confidence she had made ta
Mally as yet on this subject: ‘and
now, when—irouible—and dishonour
have come to me through this mar-
Tinge, she—'

But Molly had checked the speaker,
She fAwng her arms about Jurtina’s
neek.

Trouble bhas vome to you indeed,
my dear, dear loved friend.
but dishonour—lustina, why do you
use such a word? Tt hurts me—
hnsh. T dont want to hear any more.
The story, whatever it is, is your sec-
rei. I can guess a little at its bhorden.
There is bitterness nnd much anguish.
There is a remembrance of wrong, but
rothing you could tell me wouhl ever
let me permit you to share in that
wrong. Another's evil deing is Dot
rours. You are the bravest and
sweetest and purest creature in the
world. And mnow, having relieved
my feelings a little” Molly added,
breaking into a laugh that was Tull
of tears, ‘I will go and put on my
Lail, or Bay will be furious with me
for being late.” E .

Bhe had dropped a tarewell kiss on
Justina’s brow, aml lmd nna-luad

1t wagr the (emambnnoe of lhla )n’-

© yvFE a8 she spoke,

-* {le scene that had started the painful’

troin of thought in Justinw's mind
when she had earried her work into
the drawing-room and determined to
#pind tweo or three honrﬁ looking in-
1o and over it,

From one sad thnught. te another
Wak an easy step, and thus when mhe
biud foumd herself standing locking
flown on that splendid picture of
Leam  (iveatorex,. her anguish. had
hvoken loose unconscionsly, and in hey
grief she had confessed to herself a
xecret and B new morrow which ap-
palled her by its magnitode at this
the very birth moment of ita exist-
ence,

Bhe moved away from thnt plctured
Tace; it seemed to mock her with 1tz
suld dignity, it proud gqueenliness:
rohbed her of all courage and resolu-
tion of thonght; it awoke within her
Jeelings such ag had never come to
her before; it made her tremble with
a wesknesa that was nm the hentnge
of her illness.

She was proetmted by the lmow—
ledge that had revealed itself to her
fu the last few moments.

-&he quivered as though pome un-
sten person or thing had struck her
a violent and eruel blow,

She felt frightened, oppressed‘ al-
must obliterated, by the force of this
new pain that had come =0 surelv in-
t6 her heart.

Az she stood there 'befure the hre,
staring into its red-hot bosom in a
fixed, wnseeing way, there came the
semnd of horses’ hoofs on the avenue
outside. As Justina realised this
sound dimly the door of the drawing-
reom was opened and the Earl of
Ihinchesier was annocunced.

‘I must apologise for this visit, Mrs
Seaton,” he =aid, as he advanced intn
tiie room, looking much handsomer
seen by daylight and wearing a hunt-
jwg costume than he had done the
night of his dining at Croome Hall,
*T am afraid L am lnterruph:ng you
in your work.'

Justina, by a strong effort, mast-
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