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Thisx has cvertainly been s pheno-
mwnal senson for potatoes, OF sy the
“Graphic® oftice boy calls them ‘spuds.’
From all directions come deseriptions
of splendid eraps. And, as the Wai-
" sugprests, this need not
at when  individual
talwrs ean be got to weale 7lbn, This
witk the weirht of a potato broughi
into Cambridge a day or two ago.
It wus of the Late Hose variety, and
though not purticularly comely wus
uite sownd.

L ]
‘Faith in dreams,’  remarks  the
i ‘Herald’, with its mceus-

tamed] sagacity, Cis very deeply rooted
in some people,” undd it proceeds to
prove the assertion with the follow-
ing recent and local instance. which
is  certainly  not uninteresting:—
ue months ago a New Plymouth
vesiclent had u drenm.  In that dreamn
he had beatific visions of himself ux
n proxperous petrolenm explorer. and
soirrounided with all the luxuries awd
duitntagres such a  positlon  would
i The detnils were remarkahly
vivid: the tirm where he had
chuged the plant in Scotlind. the
locality of the boring operations, and
the exact depths at which oil was
struck were all clearly ontlined, aml
s distinet was the impression made
that he decided then and there to
tollow the matter ont. He accoriling-
1y disposed of his businessz. went to
NSeatland, porehased a swall plant
from the firm he had seen in his
dream, and came back to this district.
Omatu is the location, and the gentle-
e amued has, we understand, sne-
cewded in reaching a depth of 180 cr
100 feet a short distapee to within
the depth he expects to tap petro-
fenm. But at 1his stage he has strack
i rorky formation, and the work is
tinmpered ramewhnt, He still has,
however, fuit confidence in the con-
wommation of his dream.’
+ +* +

A well-known Dunedin eyelist met
with a painful accident from a rather
curious epuse the other night. He
wan, aecording to the report sent the
“iraphie,’ riding out to St Clair, and
the light on hizx machine startled
stine geese that were on the road.
Insteadl of flying away from the ap-

proanching intruder, likea the geosa
they were they charged struight for
the tight, and brought up aguinst the
front wheel, bringing about a general
smanh. The cyeclist was badly knovk-
@l mbout, and in addition to other
bruises had bhis arm fraetured and
a vouple of ribs broken. So far as
can be aseertnined the geese, as usnal
in ich necidents, vame out of the
fracus unhurt. ‘The injured cyelist
ix making a good recovery, aund is
able to get ahount again.

+ + *

The Dunedin Burns Club  have,
accoriling to the local ‘Star,” recently
cnused to e constructed a mahogany
and gluss case, which is to be used
uk 1 repository for a silver sunff mull,
or horu, which formerly belonged
to the Heottixh bard, Tt in under-
stood thut the relic wan sent to the
lute e, Stunrt to be placed in the
Otage Museam, but as the doctor died
before this eould be accomplished
it passed into the hands of the trus-
tees, The reason it has not heen de-
posited in the Museum sinee then was
the want of a suitable receptacle,
but. as indieated, the Burms Club
have now supplied the deficiency.
The velic is a thoroughly authentic
one, as full dorumentary evidence on
that point is in the possession of the
Club's secretary.

* & +

The toast of the ‘Tress’ at banquets
and sich’ is usually a very perfunc-
tory affair, but there are exceptions
to every rule, and this puper is glad
to notice that down Invercargill way
the Fourth Estate was propesed in
doggr—we menn verse, by a tulented

Invercargill ‘pote” Here s the
effusion: B
The cottage was u thatched one,
The outside old and dim.
There's an awful noise within that

cot— .
Whatever does it mean?

The night was dark and stormy,
The wind was howling wild;

A patient mother sat beside
A most unruly child.

She knew that all was over,

She might as well been dead;
That child had torn the *Daily News'

Before it had been read.

+ + +*
The ‘Daily News’ iz the local morn-
ing jowrnal.

At Broken Hill the other night,
Auring the opening performance of
4 “Jack and the Beanstalk™ panto-
mime (Broken Hill's first paniomime,
by the way), a satalls patron was
wecompanied by & bull terrier. The
appearance of Jack's ‘cow’ was re-
eeived by the dog with growls of
dizapproval, and when the animal
came forward and frizrkily began to
‘bunt.” the little animal could stand
no more. Hounding on to the stage
it attacked the legs of the ‘cow,” and
the spectacle which followed of the
forequurters strenking for the prompt
side, and of the hindquariers and
ribs struggling to a place of safety
on the O.P gide, brought down the

house.
+* * +
Dunedin,  apparently, is  infested
with some disagreeable characters
now-a-ays. Thut staid organ the

‘Otago Daily Times” solemnly warns
pedesirians out after nightfall to fex-
ercige considerable caution’ ag sev-
eral nssailts have been committed in
lonely streets. The wost recent case
reported is thit of a resident of Morn-
ington, He was proceeding home via
HWigh-street from the Shakespeary
Club's entertainment the other even-
ing, when a man suddenly appeared
from a dark corner and seized hold of
him. The two siruggled for a few
moments, but, at the sound of ap-
proaching footsteps. the man shook
himself free and ran away. The
peculiarity of these cases appears to
lie in the absence of motive for the
ausaulis. '
+ + +

‘Our Maori friends are, according to
the *‘Wairarapa Daily Times," oeceas-
sionally as smart as Yankees. Re-
cently a native pa, or pah, chartered a
parson regardless of expense, to cele-
brate & wedding. When the blushing
Lride stood up to be spliced, the pah
introduced with her another young
mirl who wanted christening. The
Minister rather demurred to this siile
show, but let the contract cover it;
bnt when, after the ceremony, a small
coffin wns introduced and he was in-

¥ited to carry out an fmpromptu fun-

eral, and thus complete a triple bill
of fuir, he broke down.

* + ¥
‘Graphie’ readers who despise the
empty Kerosine tin may perhaps take
a ‘tip' from the canny and plueky
Melbourne grocer named M'Teigue,

who by the simple devices of placing
two empiy kerorene tins, one on top
of the other, ngainet hin shop door,
was enabled to guard his store from
being robbed. At three o'rlock on o
recent moerning, M'Teigue was awak-
ened by & loud noise, and taking
londed revolver aml a lighted candle
he walked into the store. There he
saw a man standing pear the door,
meditatively eveing the kerokene tins.
M Teigune nxked hin bhusiness, and the
man replied, *Don’t get flurried, old
man, it ir all right.’ M"Teigue, to
frighten him, fired a shot inte the wall
at the ride of his head. With an oath
the imgn rushed at him, receiving a
blow on the ride of the fuce with a
revolver, which knocked him  over
among scie flonr bags. MHe rose
ngain and the two men struggled on
the ground amidst a casende of falling
jum ting. The candle went out and the
man escaping from M"l'eigne’s grasp,
hi¢ himself in a corper behind some
bags. After vainly searching in the
dark, M'l'eigue fired another shot,
which brought the man ont of his
hitling place, and he ruzhed out of the
door, He was pursued, and a short
distance away from the store he was
joined by two companions, the three
disuppearing in the darkness.

In the notice last week, ‘Flora
Soap,’ it should have been mentioned
that the soap is an excellent one for
household and laundry purposes, and
is s50ld at a price which makes it
avaituble for general wse. Mr H. N,
Maddox, of Fort-street, is the Auack-
land agent.

Everyone in England s talking of the wonders
produced by
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The following beautiful women use snd highly
recommend :—Madame Patti, Mdile. Douste,
Florsnca St. Jdohn, Edith Cole, Dorothy lrving,
Miss Fortescue, Fanny Brough, Ellaline Terriss,
Cynthia Brooke, Bophie Larkin,

New Zealand Agents—
SHARLAND & ©O., Auckland and Wellingten
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CKLAND, N.Z:
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C J"I AGENCIES: f ;')
NOSEL'S EXPLOSIVES 1.0, Lumied A % A,
L WORIH GUNPOWDEP €0, Limied & 5
©ALPHA TAVAL (FEAM SEPAFATORS. & 5
© HERCULES GAS. GASOLINE med Ofl. ENGINES.
WORTHING TGN PUMPING ENGINE COMPANY.
POBEY B CO. Lawred, STEAM ENCINES. A&
DEERE & COMPANY'S STEEL FLOUGHS X A
KEYSTONE MFG. 430 COPN 'SHELLERS: A
FLANET Jr HAND and HOSSE IMFLEMENTS,




