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farumt would never enter into any mwar-
ringe e might make. for it was given
in ull its splendour of tenderness, of
passionnie  yearning, to the poor,
tragile creature who hgd been brought
back from the jaws of death, ss it
were, by a miracle.

Molly bad soon learned to love Jus-
tina Seaten.  She waitld have done so
willingly to please Husil if even it had
nol been go ensy & tusk; but from the
tirst moment she entered into Jua-
tina's shivlowed life and took up the
work her womanly sympuathy and
pooduess nllotted to her Molly Fother-
gill was couscious of a new sensntion;
a rush of new affection; a clinging
luve for thiz brave, young thing who
had fought and would have to fight
aguinst as hard & lot as can fall to
moxt hunans,

Tt wus impossible for the sixter
within her not to feel regret that was
keen ms sorrow over the secret she
had read in Hasil's heart and eyes;
but it was equally- iinpossible for her
to let wisdom or sisterly love or any
other feeling stand between herself
and Justina, .

The girl’s loveliness of mind us well
as body; her desolation: the fact of
her cruel fate; the aweetness of her
nature; nll combined to draw her
closer and closer to the heart ef the
girl who nurs her through the ter-
rible illness with a tenderness and a
devotion passing words. And when
the convalescence begun, it was Molly
who planmed first and afterwared in-
sisted on carrying away her invalid to
the comforts and the fresh, elear air of
their country home.

tasil was dispatehed down first, and

w and Molly were to follow him
or two.
a had tried to make some pro-
test—to urge the necessity to return
to her work and take up her checked
eareer, but Mally put every protest
vigorously on one =ide.

“You shall o what you like when
vou are well, but until you are webl
:\'uu will do as | like, Justina, so plense
let me heur no more on the nmaiter.
After you have been a little while ut
{'roome. you will feel anvther person,
ami if it is work you are troubling
nbout. well, you can set rour mimd at
rest. 1 will have an attic prepared for
¥ou, and when T consider you  are
sutfiviently strong to do so, you shall
ga up there and wseribble to your
heart’s content—more than that T
shall not pramise.”

Justinu had smiled faintly, but there
were big tears in her eyes, and when
she was alone she let them flow
freely.

The tenderness, the cuare. the love
she had received was something too
great for her almost to realize.

She was s0 unused to any consider-
ation. so aceustomed to fight for her-
self, this new state of things simply
destrayed her strength of will, even
snpped her conrage. And theu when
she remembered the harrible wrang
her husband had dome to the man
who had proved himaelf more thun a
friemd, more than human, in his gen-
erous forbearnuce and gooduess, Jus-
tinn's proud heart seemed to he struck
by sotne keen, sharp sword, &0 grent
was the pnin, so overpowering the
ahguish of realising her husband’s «
honour and cowurdly sin.

When she found how earnestly both
Hir Bexil und AMaolly desired her to be
with them at Croome, Justina deter-
mined to go for a time at least. There
wits no wny possible for her to show
tier deep gratitude, her itimitable
recognition of their great gomdness,
suve Ly sacrificing her own will ta
theivs.

[f she coulil have olbeyed the ilic-
tales of her pride only, she would not
have agreed to go on thix visit; not
becinse  her own  dependence  upon
them was hurtful to her, but because
she sutfered when she let herself re-
member the wrong, the shameful
theft, of which HRupert Seaton had
been grailty.

Hhe wonld go for o little while inl
she was grown strowger and more fit
10 xtart out in the old, hard groove of
lanbonur aw trinl. Her whaele soul was
wet now on workinge for one end—tfa
pay back to Busil Fathergill the sum
ol money which her husbund had ob-
inined through forgery.

tmee she war only bulf ax =trong as
she el to be, she wanld begin ot this
tremendous tnrk, and pride awd hoo-
our would be the staifs to support her
im the rowdl swhe had to trnvell

¥he left her lodgings with no Te-
gretu—hnclesd, she war glad to be
nwny froan & place where she had heen

80 deeply tricit—and she set forth for
the journey ta Croome, finding a plen-
sure in watching Molly’™s delight ond
excliement grow greatér und greater
uy her bome wuy npproached,

‘Now | know how much you have
done for me,’ she said once in her soft,
low voice to Molly,

Misa Fothergill lenned forward in
the carringe and put her hand on the
apeaker's lips.

‘I da love Creome, but [ love you
much better, and T weould du every-
thing over and over apain, if it came in
my wuy. I am a silly person, aren’t
L Justina? 1tat ! never can grow out
of excitement. nud I am so happy ut
the thought of bringing you back ta
our dear old home, T feel half ont of
my mind. I meun you to get enor-
monsly strony, and fat, too -don’t
lungh, i you please. Justina; T said
fat, and. as T happen to know what
Croomehurst air can do when it is
roused. [ know what [ am talking

‘nbout?”

At the station a carringe was wiit-
iug, and Sir Basil was waiting on the
plutfarne. He had bwen there quite
1 gnarter of an hour bhefore it was
necessury, nnd us he stood lenning
agringt the wooden palings o train
had come in from another direction,
and wumong the passengers whao alight-
ed from it were two young lndies and
& couple of men.

The girls were in riding habits, and
from their well-splashed condition had
evidentty been riding acrozs some
very heavy conntry, their attendant
squires being in an equally muddy
condition.

Hir Dasil

hook hands with them atl.

‘I um conw to meet my sister: she
urrives to-day.’ he explained, and then
he turnedd to the tallest young woman,
She was not particulurly haudsome-—
ut least not in the stiffness of her
riding garh, having a rather thin, sal-
low face. but her eyes were wmagmifi-
cent, and ler carriage exceedingly
wooud,

‘I um sorry to hear your mother is
not very well, Miss Greatorex,” he suid.

*"Oh! there iy 1ot much the matter
renlly,! Lenm  Greatorex nnswered,
‘You know mother is very neuwralgic,
amd this damp weather does mot suit
her exactly. When are you poing To
puy her o visit, Sir t She would
e go glad to see you any time!”

'l will go very socon—perhaps to-

morrow. Are yon going to walk
home? Vvon't you all be very tired?
Oh! it will take off the stiffoess”

ctied the other pgirl, by ne lteat-
rice Somerset, a fresh, smiling, young

creature. *Come  along,  Lewxm;  we
maust be starting. Sir Basil, give my

love to Molly, and say how ehchanted
| umn she is home. “¥e shall begin to
live again now, shan't we. Leam

Leam Greatorex's answer  was i
glinee out of her splencdid eyes up at
Sir Ilasil; but he did not see it; he
was looking almost eagerly down the
line; the signal was piven, and o pait
of smoke in the distance denoted the
coming of the train.

The four young people bade him aun
revoir and went away. ‘The walk
homeward wis accownplished by Miss
Gireatorex. at least, in ntter silence.

She was thinking of the man they
had just left, and she was wondering
with a thrill at her heart if she fhonld
ever grow into that uearer and closer
intercourse with him which xhe had
desired for so foug a time.

There hiul been na definite hope or
ambition formed in Leam's mind abont
Basil Fothergill up to this day, but
somehow this afternoon, how or why
she could not have told, she wns con-
scious of an eagerness, n longing or
yenrning to break asuwder the cold-
oess of this man’s indifference to her-
=elf, and to touch upon the heart the
wenlth of love and passion that she
knew was hidden benenth this indiffer-
enee,

‘e, yene nre very unsoeiable!” Be-
atrice Hometset cried after o while.
*You have not mpoken o single word
since we left the station!”

‘I have been listening to you. Uee:
van forget you never give another
perzon u chanee to speak,’ -

‘How ifmpertinent!” Misg Somernset
tonched her friend lightly with the
whip., then  she  looked  backward.
‘Here comen the Fothergill cortinge;
Tet ua stand and give Molly o saduie ns
phe puskes!’

The girl drew up ut the gide of the
rond 18 khe dpoke, and her companionr
humanrel her, Leam ftanding a little
apart, & till and ruperb tigure in her
welt-cut habit,

‘The carringe lled by,

Molly ull

smiles and lauughing words and ges-
tivulntions.

A stop now becvause of my in-
it i too duup; shall Bee you
both to-morrow!' she eried, ae =she
blew each girl a dozen kisses.

“h, Leam!® HNeatrice Somerset ex-

cliimed. “lld you wee Molly's new
friend?  What un exquisitely lovely
girll”

‘IBy Jove. shes right!" one of the
men snid under his breath.

Leam mude no  answer; she  had
grown o shade paler. Justina's
beauty had not been lost on her, nor
hoadd the flush of eagerness on  1Basil
Fothergill’s face escaped her.  She hai
the wensation of being hart nost
keenly: it wius almost an insult to her
to note that change in this man’s looks
Hix universal indifference had given
her a sntisfaction to realize. She had
felt that the day she should win him
wonld be a day of triumph indeed, but
to«iny o sudden differenve hied come
upon her, uponr hine. upon the whole
waorld, Bhe did not kanow exactly
what her thoughts were—only she was
couscious nll at o of n strong hnt
wave of jealous dislike for the pale,
lovely girl who had ecome to be an in-
mate of Croome Hall

CHAPTER IX.

Justina Senton had net been estab-
lished twenty-four hogs at Croombe
ilull before the rumour of her beanty
2ndl © delicate  charmm had  spread
ihrough the little conntry plice with
the rapidity of a fire or an infectious
Hinews. . .

Of course, us is commnon to all vil-
Tagzers or small communities, news was

K matier or any-
lhing ot of the ondinary run of
things wak emgerly gracped and made
e very most, more especially if vhe
particular anything hud its origin or
connection with the inhabitunts of
Crovme Uall.

Mully's long abwence had, ax hax
been shown, paved the way for much
rurmising amd curiosity wl her re-
iurn, accompanied by the invalid who
had been the cause of her g stay
in London, wae the keynote for n
whole chorus of chatter and comment.

When it wad known what sert and
wanner of individual the invalid was,
Croomehurst wns even more excited
and interested, in many cases excited
and nnxious, for the advent of a young
and most lovely woman actu
o under the same roof as
Tothergill  awnkened  apprehensive
thoughts and sipgrestions in the m
uf those, and they were by no menns
u few, who secretly and hopetfully had
sliowed ambitious  drenms T the
Tuture to dawn in their minds. Not
that there was one single girl or wo-
man in the whole neighboarhood who
vanld eonseientiously allow, sven in
her most hopeful moments, that Sir
Basil had given her the very Fuintesat
encouragement to imagine a foture
tife muted with him; bat after all he
was a bachelor, he had Deen so as-
suredly heart-whole, he seemedl to be
su devoted io his beautiful old home,
mut te find keen plenswiv in the
simple Tife that surronmled him when
in it, that it was only in the wrdinary
tunn of things that each nned every
marringenble  womans  heart  in
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