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- ments of excitement than men, and  wax shockingly bad, at close quarters,
3 the majority would be utierly unable even on a cool day,

0 es@ 0 lons to *look on’ during a ‘slump’ or &  would be much better that
& “rise” be smielt by all who are responsible
+ +* + fur the creation of thix nuisxance than
{By our Flippaat Flangor.} Moreover, God help us, if we are  deseribed by anyvone else ufter any-

never to leave our business at the  thing like a searching investigution.’

Evidently, from the enthusiasm and
applause which greeted the reader of
the paper at its conclusion, there is no
subject nearer the feminine heart of
this country to-day than that of their
abtaining by law & moiety of the hua-
band's income. It will be remembered
that this was a t feature of last
year’s meeting of the National Council
of Women, and last week, in Auck-

land, the matier was once ynore Ven--

tilated by Mrs Sheppard, of Chriat-
chureh, in a distinctly able wddresa an

“The Kconomic Independence of Mar- .

ried Women." The speaker wad an
earnest, und at times 8o elogquent, that
many male murmurs of ‘Almeosat thou
persuadest me’ were heard, and [ real-
Iy regret being obliged to set on re-
vord my opinion, that, like a good
many other theoretical schemes far
the betterment of this poor old world
of ours, this one *won’t do.” [t won't
do primarily because it isx impractic-
able anil unworkable, and because, as
1 said about another reform » week or
#0 apo, it takes for granted that
women, as & cluss, are a different and
superior &t of mortals to what ex-
perience has proved them to be. But
before going into the matter at all,
might I point out that the title of Mr=
Sheppard’s address is not without
bumour. To discuss the foreible ab-
straction of half a man’s incoms for
the benefit of his wife under the head-
ing of ‘Economic Independence of
Married Women® is djstinctly comical.
Surely the sddress delivered would he
more correctly descrihed as the ‘Eco-
nomic Enthralment of Married Men.'

+ + +

‘That is assuredly what the proposed
sequestration of the husband’s income
romes to. - The arguments now
brought forward are not new, and
there is no neeid to go very decply
intoe them. One must admit that
there is something, nay, a cooxider-
able amount, to be =aid in support of
the contention that & good wife by
performing her household and mater-
nal duties helps her husband in the
enrning of his income. Also, one de-
plores the condition of women whaose
husband=streat them shabbilyin money
matters. and would like to ameliorate
their Jots.  But the point lies just
here, that all-the arguments wsed are
hased on the assumption that women
are morally and intellectually not
merely equal. but superior. to men in
regard to the management of money
as in all other things. Years ago,
when the social purity erusade was in
full hlast. and Mr Stead was (very
rightly) anathematiring the youmg
libertines of London town in hix usnat
impassioned style, someone, T remem-
ber, observed, not without point, ‘We
hear a gond deal from you of the
roiled doves, Mr Stead. but don’t alto-
pether forget the plucked pigeons’

+ + +

Now thet ir precisely the fault with
the arguments used in favour of the
Beonomic Independence of Women.
We heur at voluminous tength all con-
cerning the gooid that wise and good
wolnen would achieve if given con-
trol of n moicty of the husbaud’s in-
come, but the guestion of what would
happen in the other cusea (equally
numerous) where wives wre foolish
and improvident {far less had) is kept
very much iu the background. 1f is
taken us A soift of axiom that most
men are brutes, and most women
angels.  They don’t pur it quite wu
Loldly, or perhaps ko brutally as that,
Tut that is what it comes to. This in
of course absolutely incorrect, There
are muny mesn husbamds, but there
ure also many extravagant wives. The
propartion iy, L fauey, about the spme,
aud, though the commercial morality
of man iv by nu means what it should
e, it in an # rule Ruperior to that of
womnen., We are told that if women
were aware of the eXact amounts of
income amd expemditure, and wore
¢iven by law a haund in the nan-
ner ancd means of inventment,
thut mauy a wife would wsave
her husband  from financial  diras-
ter, Possibly, but it is absolutely
certnin that for every man suvesd fromn
bunkruptey hy a woman's  interfer-
ence in his bugineas, half a dozen
would be ruined. Women as n claks
wre more prone to panic in times of
stress, and less self restrained in mo-

- rather foolish,

otftice, and if all the worries and anx-
ieties of the pursuit of Mammon are
to be reopentd at home. Any hus-
buml who has in Jvistaken  uffec-
tion made hiy wife full counfidante of
his exact financial position, known
that it is & mistuke, for when things
go temporarily *wrong' they worry
too, and add to the man’s anxiety.
while a good fortune is apt to unduly
elate. No, no, let women remembor
that in this respect uny way = It
better to bear the flls we have than
fty to others that we Kuow not of.
+* + +

The plucky experiment of the Wan-
gunui Borough Council in expending
ciose on £ 4600 ou un opers house wilk
be foliowed with curious eyes by the
ratepayers of less progressive  but
more cantious townships. OUne is ig-
norant as to whether the Wangunui
Municipal Fathers have gone into the
matter as speculators or from motives
of philanthropy and the advance-
ment of intellectual and moral Wan-
ganni. In Paris, of course, and in most
Continental capitals there is u heavily
rubsidised theutre anil opera co
pany, the Cowmedie Francaise being
perhaps the best known exsmple. but
there is no intention or hope of mak-
ing money in these cvoncerns, They
are snpported by the State for the
same reason as the public art galleries
and free libraries are, and it is com-
paravively spenking a matter of small
moment if they work at a profit or a
loss. As to the Wanganui affair, tak-
ing it at five per cent. £224 will hasa
to be paid in rent—exclusive of sink-
ing fund—for the Councillors to pay
their way. Well, it’'s not n very hig
sum. but after some considerable ex-
periencve of matters of this kind I do
not preciscly hanker after Wauganui's

bargain .
+ + +
The inditterence of New Zea-
landers, as a race, to 8 M KL LS

{capitals please) has ever been a
characteristic of the inhabitpnts of
these {ns we call "em) sanny isles. If
our endurance—or even enjoyment—of
stinks were a harmless munia, odd
perhaps, but inoffensive, and even in-
teresting to the visitor, and to ‘stran-
mers within our gates,” there would be
little need for me ta remark on the
matter. New Zealand wants to na-
tionalise evervthing nowadays, and in
course of time a mnational stink is
surely conceivable and allowable, and
will indutibly arrive. Tut, unfortu-
nately. & law of Nanture has decreed
that typhoid shall foltow if you per-
sist  in  encouraging smells.  And
Nature is one of the few persons who
know their own minds, so that if you
disregard her laws she makes you pay
for it. [f it were not =0 the agitation
now going on in Dunedin wonld be
for apparently the
odours of decay are pleasing to the
local taste.  According to the Dunedin
*Htur” the state of the Sonthern Recre-
tion Ground ir delightful. A member
of their staff sent to investigate re-
ports in briet but convincing terms,
+ + +

He sayn: “The weather was merci-
fully cold. and so the pliwve wus noth-
ing tike so offensive mud naxiows as
usunl. A mpuee of nearly two acres
hax been filled up to o cdepth varying
from 2ft to 4ft, and the bulk of the
waterial is refuse of an abominable
type. My cestigrmtion was superficial:
1 ddied pot digg down into ity voe did T
pole round it very much, or very lom,
but 1 found an the surfave great miss-
e of deenying vegetables and other
siubstunces #ven mare oftensive, There
were large quantities of apple nod tue-
uip purings, eabbage leaves—uot one
here and there, hut in maxses—pieces
of Girrots, aranges, lemans, and apples
rotting rupidly, vegetable marrow—
uot mere geraps, but pivees welehimg
3 or 4 each—in o like condition:
dirty wernps of leather sud linoleumn
in merable old ment, salmon ard
aurdine tinx, with their anavoury
remunants of meat amd f=hi messes of
feathers umd portions of dead fowls—
ently decenned in the o of
unture, not BOTUPN f enoked )
lowils of ayster wlielln, w un-
ieut and tieh-like smell™s old shoes,
nnmd enst-off wenring apparel,
in n filthy aned rorten condition, and
great muansen of robbish and garboage
i o semi-liguild state, that did ot
invite further uttention. The smell

+ + -

Ax L have frequently remarked, the
‘saving grace of bumour' plays no un-
important part in the most p.
ful and eveu pathetic eventa of
For exumple. one readls in the Wel-
lington papers of a scene which, av-
cording to the reporter, brought fears
ta  the nnaccustorseld eyes of  the
Benevolent ‘l'rustecs the other day—
hut, us he remarks, they were tears of
Inuphter and not of sorrow. What
enuneet thin phenomenal scene wps the
recital of a story by a musn about his
mother-in-law and a loose chin-strap.
His trouble svas that he wanted the
Trustees to advanee him £ the
amount of the license fee that would
enible him to utilise the services of a
horse and cart bought for hiwm by hix
mother-in-lnw. The horse had alrendy
hicl one trial: it had unshipped the
winkers by 4 deviee only known to
sxelf, and oaly possible when reined
with a loose throat strap: it Tad bolt-
ed with the applicant and his little
boy, and had not stopped until it ran
into n policeman,

postulated th it=s Inte owner. the lat-
ter had said he forgot. to tell him
dbout the horse™s harhit of boltingr

when he sold it. Other people had -
formed him thai 0l ——- "x horses
dill that.” He casually mentioned that
his  mother-in-law owned ninety-six
aeres of land and o four-roemed honse.
*Awl yet she has been living with you
tnd eating our rationx? ueried the
chairman, “Well if you had a mother-
in-luw " was the response, which
wik drowned in iughter aned was fol-
lowedl by the statement: ‘1 conld not
&it down and give she nothing.” Then
el that the ald bLuly “went
to the risk of mortgaging her ploce’
for £ 1 for the purchasze of the horse
and cart aforesnid, but .wag oot in-
clined for further sacrifices.  She “hacd
hadl the cheek to apply for an old age
prnsion, but she was ecighty-nioe, and
they would not give it 1o her—too old.”
contiuned  the  rou-in-luw.  whiclh
brought forth another ontbreak of
mirth. Now she wuas ill, nmd it was
more than likely Tie would have to
tuke her to the Hospital soon. e hacdd
a little baby in the Hospital already
with spine e, and ‘Fwoauld sooner
houve ihat Jittle baby out than the
whole lot, gentlemen: if 1 conkd get
him out | woeuldn't eare what 1 lived
on.’ The npplicant (whose recitai was
qukintly enriest amd full of strange
quips  am) Jcranks  and  figures  of
speerh) v granted u lonn of £1 and

given rationy until ‘he. picked himyelf .
S

up.

&+ +* .+ B
Obvionsly, the . Government Tave
trodeden heavily on a  good many

rorns in opening the native gnme kea-
son 0n Good Friday,  No donlt a ¢eo-
tain number of holiday and eity Tolk
were pleased, hat from one end of the
colony to nnother arige the complaini=
of  acelimatisation  eocieties.  Andd.
r. taking the trouble amd e xpense
to which fthese rocieties put them-
+elves, 1 think they are the proper

When he hicl-ex-

- 519

persons to regnlate the gnne seasonn
in the colony. They have the necese
sary  kpowledge at their finger-tips,
and ¢ only oue interest 10 kerve—
1he uraliration wd protection of
guwe, imported or matural, Their n-
weuried efforta—innovent of personnl
gnin—und the benetits they vunfe 1
the colony. in providing mame nod

bringing visitors to our shores, merit
BVery ehcounrfagement that can b offer-
ed them, nadl redly  the rveccem

snuh administersdl.
their recommemint
uf opening th
well, let un sng
thut even shootists  amd
ihisnpprove of the L spening on
Goml Friday, T would gnote from 1he
bush ¢ pomlent of 1
Bay  CHerall'  w
sportsiaenin his distrier Sare conmi
ing lustily that the shonting =
Jor native pame was openeld oo eurly,
as it gives nnserupnlovs speeis '
opporiunity of play sueh howns
with the imported g hal witen the
timme contes round for the ey
men 10 mnhe use of theie 13
game which they bave purehosed
right to take is either shot aor xos
that meiles gad milex can e trmmpwed
withont even o sight of the hirds
which they are sevking. What they
suggest with a view 10 the abolition
of the inconvenicnce under which they
lnbour ik that the shootingr T
shonld only extend over a manth for
nutive game, that it =hould =
monih later than it ak
and that it should not commene
fore the opening of the sesrson 1thn
which ilmported gume miey be tak

1 the neghbaet of
e st the dlite
rliootingr season. was -

iH-udvized. T

To shiew

I ————

st Ko "Tenn
2ird of May

The Anckloandd W
give & danee on

firin on the Ritoglistic
gyue The Hase by 200 votes ta
14 denuded that preferment shonld
be restricted to the clergy who we
loynl 1o the Risbaps, the  ray
Books, aml the Courts. Ralfour marle
a sirong aml stirring speech,

tion.

‘ never saw anybody hate the Span-
inrds like my wife.” ‘What makes her
Teel that way?' She got to reading

v, antl let o

news the other s

LIEUT. LANSBD'ALF, UF THE U S PIITLA-
DELFEIA, WHD WAS KITLED IN JHIE
FIGHT AT VAILLELE, SAMOA,

THE LATE LIEUTENANT
Rell, photo.

A, H, FREEMAN AND THE SHII'S GoAT.
Taken on bonnt H.M.B, * Taurmnga.” Janhuary 10, I,



