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thern both with a zest and an eager-
exn that might have been said to
vonstitute the only pleasure she
Kuew.

Kupert Beaton had been wise in
his generution. Hig young wife pos-
wessed the braius and the faculty for
earning good, steady money; his
wants were amply supplied to cover
his detestuble idleness and  selfish-
ness. He began to assume a sort of
invalidisim  which deceived and sp-
praled to Justina not a little at first
hecnuse his fair, handsome presence
wdR suggestive most certainly of in-
herent delicacy of constitution and
feeblenesa of physical force,

She learned, however, by depgrees,
how much (ruth there was in Ku-
peet’s il heilth, and how much more
faithfully this delicacy might be ex-
pressed . in other and barsher terms.

(M Inte u subtle and not easily to be
dlefined ditterence had  made  itself
mnnifest to Jus 1 in her husband's
bearing. There had coms o cli
upon him, a sort of restiessnes:
excitenoent not tn keeping with his
i 1 hinguid, luxurious idleness. She
uttributed it a little to the fact that
abont six months before Rupert had
tuacte the acquiintance of some young
nien who belonged, the girl feared,
to a rackety, foolish, exteavagant se(.
and who were as wunting in honour
and chivatey and any of the higher
and better gua s of the miad as
Rupert could desire.

Hince the introduetion of thiy
Gieorgre Avnesworth and one or two
others lWnpert had given  Justina
hours  of deep, nuxious, dis-
tressed  thought. She was perfeetly
willing to work her hardest to sus-
tain 1hem both in a simple, straight-
Forward fashinn. The life she was
able to provide was not by any mexus
i Tuxurious one, but it was ot (de-
void of ¢comfort or of o eertain hum-
ble prettiness, but it toek all her time
and strength and cournge to keep this
life groing.

To find woney for Rupert to Hing
away on folly or extravagance in
uny shape ot form was quite beyond
tnn's means, and yet of late her
shand lad made serious iuroads on
1ited purse, and had shown a
dire to surround himself and deess
self in o manwer that filled the
= heart with alarm and with con-
tempt,

Ihe connection with  this Avnes-
warth and bis campanions boded no
gaml to thems; that was soon evident
to Jdusting, and indeed the girl had
begun  to ponder and trouble what
lier best plan would -be to sever her
lasimindd from these ecompanions, and
to save herself from further anxiety,
ta say nothing of pain lo her pride
and her seuse of honour. She bad
tang aro relinquished all hope of sce-
ing Hupert turn to work. His firs
hitter lesson in this knowledge had
been taughe early,

Soon after their marcriage he lost
tlee siadl appointment he had hekd,
and Justing, in bher sorrow, had made
persanal application to see if would
not be possible to regain this post.
which, though simall had been a cer-
tainty.

‘The reception she met with, though
caurteous enongh as far as she was
couceriied, seut her away  erushaod,
humbled, sulfering. It huri her to
have to reatise that the mun she haul
marrivd shoeuld be one d the sume
with the muan whose character and
canduet had just been denounced in
such plain, severe terms.
he never told Rupert what she haat
done. e woulil have merely shrug-
#ed his shoulders and called his late
cinployers by some sfrong and ill-
chosen word., She only knelt down
when she wis alone and prayed for
help and courage to bear her burdeu
as well anid as bravely as she could.

Awd so {he time had pone on. the
lays had grown intn weeks, and the
weeks into months, and now it was
n long two years sines she had left
ber uncle’s home, nnd plunged her-
=1t with aH her beautiful youth into
un wbyxs of mental trouble aned per-
petunl lubour,

Somehow, however. it was not until
this night, as she sat with her hend
howed on her huanes, amt tears of
flaming blinded her eyern as the old
sweet memorics of the pust erowded
s0 thickly wpon her, that the full
Bitterness of her life seemed to be
revenled to Justina—that  the con-
trast with the present and the pust
war  muude  clear te  her;  that
the  hopetessness of  her tuture
struck  her with  such  despauiring
foree.  Weary, heartsick und  desos

Inte, Justina, as sha roused hersel?
at last to attend to the cinims of ber
inexaorahle duty, was tempted out of
the deptha of her sorrow {0 wish al-
nms! that the plearure of mee z
ngain with Dasil Fothergill  might
have been denied her altopether.

‘I'he pleasure had so quickly turned
to puin, and Fosting wus already over-
burdened with that ache of the heart
which is noue the lesa sure becnuse
it is unseen and unshared.

CHAI'TER IV.

To Justina’s surprise and  alarm
when she arose the next morning.
after a short rest of sabout three

hours, in which neither good nor
peaceful sleep had come to her, she
hand hud not returned
This was an wnusual oceur-
rence, though there had been mauy
times when Mr Seaton had not ar-
rived at his proper destination till a
very late, ar perhaps it would e
better to say a very ently hour; he
had hitherto never fuiled to make his
appearapnee in the little home sus-
tained und munde so bright and com-
fortuble by his wife's unaided exer-
tions,

Itupert was o keem appeeciator of
hizx  own comforts.  and  Justina’s
cfforts an thiy score were decidedly
agreeable to him. Consequently he
never failed to make every use of
them.

This Iast development made Jus-
tinza uneasy . and hart her extremely.
Not that his absence caused her re-
rret from those feelings which reign,
As a rule, in a wife’s heart, but be-
cause alic feaTed every new move on
Kupert’s part must be productive of
fresh anxiets aml pain to her. 8he
swallowed a hasty breakfast  and
went back to her work with a tived
headd amt & lhieavy heart,

She had mo clue to Rupert’s pos-
sible whereabouts, These men with
whom he now associated never eame
in contact with her. She had only
seen George Aynesworth once, and
she had eonceived an extreme repng-
nunce to the man. e was to her vul-
gar and something worse. The term
adventurer seermed stamped all ov
him. She shrank from him aud lis
bold, admiring e¢yes, as she would
have shrunk away from any repug-
nant sight. Rupert hmd sneered at
her for her coldnesa.

‘You are so mighty grand, Justinu!”
he had said. when she had expressed
her desive quietly, but emphatically.
that Mr Aynesworth might never be
hronght into her presence angain.

‘You give yourself the airs nnd
rraces of & gqueen, Heaven  lomows
why: [ don’t. I confess 1 dont sece
what you have got to be so prond
about. Your father was only a school-
master, und it is very evident from
ithe wany in which yvour mother’s peo-
ple keep awny from’ you that they
cvonsideredl him to be no better than
he ought to have been

Tupert had paused here, expecting.
perhaps, some retort from the quiet
form that stood apart from him with

averted fuce; then, seeing she would
make no reply to his  rude. cruel
words, e went on peevishly: “Well,

it dtoes not mutter to me. and I mean
ta stick to him!’ an nssertion he car-
ried into ‘steady practice from
day forward.

Justina had  never
eidenvoured to find our in the small-
est way what form of amuscement her
husbund found =0 enjoyvable in the
compuany of his new friends.

Eliel she been of a4 more suspicious
nature or less harissed and engross
el in her work, it is certain that one
Yuestion Inlht Tave  fareed  itself
upon the gicl™s mind, amd that ques-
tion gne dictated hy the plainest of
common sense - the guery, indeedd, as
to how and where Hupert huad obtain-
ed the smart new clothes ol many
other little appurtenances which now
surroumnded him, and ecarried an air
of ither maney speut  ar  credit
given.

Justiml, it is true, did observe thut
her husband appeared to be more
particular than formerly in his deess,
nidd  his constant demandd for small
sums  of muney nudde her heave
siggh over his thonghtless  extrava-
Fanee in this respect; but after adl,
the wirl knew  absolutely  nothing
aLout the cost of those sort of th 2R
which reemed wo  desr to her hus-
hand’s henrt. She hnd  never heen
hrought in contuct with amart trades-
mwen, or known what it was to wear
aplendid gowns, and so much that
woild have excited instuntaneolun sis-
pricicn In the mind of another escaped
her notice altogether.

yquestioned  ar

Bhe settled down o her work on
this particulor morningr with o sense
of nneasiness which wan not lightly
shaken off, and was must detrimental
to her labour.

But work bhal to
habit 3o guickly grows into the like-
nese of pature that Jostine fonml
her pen and her theoghts fivieg on
apace almost before she was  wel
awiare of it,

Eleven o’clovk came and no sign of
Rupert. She rose and moved about
the room uneertainly,  She could not
help feeling alurtmed, although a sort
of bitter conviction within her told
her surely that vwo harm had befallen
her husbawd, and  that selishness
nlone in some shape or form had kept
him from returning home.

While she wans walking to and fro,
troubled and very =ad, a telegraph
boy made his appearance at the nar-
row gate, aml in another moment
the mwessape he carried was in Jos-
tina's handls.

be done, and

It was from Ruopert, and wux a
vurt command with no kind of ex-
plumation whatever,

“Pack portmantean with my

things, il send to closk-room Char-

ing-crosg by three « )7

H was signed "R and hmd been
sent from u post-oth in the Stramd.

Justina’s pale, lovely  face fiusnd
hatly for an instant,

She dismissed the corious poeod-

natured lad with the words, “No a#ans-
wer, thank yon." and thea sat down
by the tuble and read the telegram a
second and a thivd time.

“What did it mean? Where wax
Hupert? What did he intend to do?
Was he going for some pleasure frip

for a few duys or wiax his absenee 1o
Iw Jongrer? Who were hix comy
i P Where was his destinmtion?

he  girl’s prowd, sensitive henrt
was stung to the gquivk by this treat
ment.  Her own nature was so warim,

s0 generous, so full of grditawde, so
{full of honour, it was almext 35—
sthle 10 her 10 have to realise that

any ane, aml mope eRpwe Hy one wno
owed s0 mueh at b s, conlil et
angre. so rude, ol fo inconsi-
& manner,

'Theve was, asx hax been said, no
Wwe in her heart for this man; but
she had aceepted him as her housxbanl,
she had grown to regard him as some-
thing that belonged to  her, some-
thing for which she must work—g
crendure who depended upon her for
the Lremd Be ate amld the shoes he
wore npon his feet, and 1o kve i
go frm hier like this with no exeuse,
ne explmation. no consideration in
any shape or form, was most hrtful
to her feelings, il to cnse of
what was due to ber as a wonuen and
her position as his wife.

Bhe roxe weatily enough after a
little while and went to falfil his vu
waend. Althoagsh she haat no o ddes
to dlo s, for <he shrink from ke
posxibility of his imagrining that <he
wizhell to ingnire further into his
moveinenls, she dreessed hersell when
the packing W completed and ook
the portmanteaux on a eah down te
the =tation. She zht perbaps have
askedt ke servant of her lodginges te
fulfil this task for her, but 1o do =0
wonlil be do lay herself open to b
all sorix of comment amd conjecetmee
doupon this stramoe provecding
of Rupert's, aml Justing hal a yearn-
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