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given in their honour at the Criterion
Theatre, Had it not been got up so
hurriedly, 1 faney there would have
been many more present from up
country, as both families are widely
known and liked. Uunfortunately Mrs
Palmer was unable to be present, hav-
uyr goue to New Plymouth the pre-
vious day, to sway farewell 1o her
people, who reside there. Russell's
byuel provided the musie, and the floor
—thunks to the energetic secretary's
exertions- ~was really very good. A
wost  dninty  supper was  provided,
after which Mr Moss made a short
speech, speaking in most eulogistic
terms af the puests of the evening, to
which they suitably veplied. Now for
the slresses wort: Mrs Clare, ivory
white =atin, the skirt was e¢at in a
long train, both the Lodice amd skirt
were heavily trimwed with gold em-
broidery, spray of pink blush roses on
the left of the square cut corsage;
Mres Clawde Purchas wore her wedding
dress of white surah xilk; so also did
Mrex I Jones; Mes Forbes, white satin
chitfon  sleeves, a most  becowing
dress: Mres Peatt, black lace; Miss Orr,
ik nun's  veiling:  Mrs  Sullivaa,
orster white sillk tustre, relieved with
black ribhan velvet: Mrs Haszard, pale
green Liberty silk triwmed with henu-
tiful Limerick Mrs Charlie For-
ster, black velv Mrs Brunskill, white

broche satin: Mrs MceArthur, black
velvet: Mrs John Edwards, maize
sating Mrs Bastings, very handsome
shat =i Miss Forster, fancy cream

silk: M N. MceArthur, white; Miss
Wright, pink chitfon evening blouse,
white skirt; Miss Mary VWright, cream
st Miss E. Bagnall, pink Trilby
muslin blouse, dark skirt: Miss Gib-
hons, white silk; Mrs DeCastro, pale
green satin trimmmed with ruchings of
pale  pink  chitfon; Mrs  MeArthur,
Black ottoman silk: Miss Slator (Te
Avoha), wellow nun's veiling; Mrs
Givoch,  dainty  eream  satin:  Mrs
Larritt, white satin, moss green satin
sleeves; Messrs Clare, Paliner. (aoch,
Haszard (2), John Edwards, Jones,
MeArthur (3}, Hagune-Smith, Jackson
{2). Moss, Mueller, Wrigley, E. Clarke,
G. Y Hulloran, Connelly, A. Rush, Por-
ritt. 1. Cochrune. Simpson, Carpenter,
G. Vercoe (Tauranga), Jordan {Tau-
rawgra ), €. Purchas, De. Forbes.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Near Bee, April 5.
It is in great spirits my letter
reaches vou, far our Easter has been
the preatest success, chiefly owing to
the lorious weather which we fad,
and =till are rejoicieg in, and what a

difference it does make to he sure.
Well to begin my news, On Thirs-
day  evening 1 aur gallant volun-
re bhegan their camp, field days,

which mean hard work, took place an
Friday and Monday. On Sunday a
review was much appreciated by the
public, whe took advantage of going
nut in large numhers to Bottle Lake,
Driges, nggries, trams, ete., all well
fillel. went at intervals of an hour.
The camp of 1398 will lang Le remem-
bered as 0 great success.

Mouwday “iwing the holiflay every-
bedy was bent on olwerving it as such.,
[t wus indeed a lovely day almmost like
summer, in facet, we felt our winter
costumes almast too warm, but new
dresses, huats, ete.. must appear first

AT THE HRACES
and the Riecarton Ruacecourse pre-
sented o gay and pretty seene. Num-
bers af well dressed o 5 filled the
stund to averflowing, and a splewdtid
tday’s racing we all had, Among the
throng were Mrs E C.J. Stevens,
a handsome black cont and skirt cos-
tume. white silk vesr, pretty black
Bannet with pink velvet trimmings ;
Clifford, a scarlet coat and skirt
¥ braidel with biack, large black
at with feathers; Mrs . Stead, a
grey cant and skirt with grey fur
trimmings, small togque with palest
hlne ; Mrs E. D, {(YRRorke. a lovely
beliatrope gown with narraow  hlack
velvet, black hat 3 Mra George TLhodes
{Chiremant), a bright blue costume,
hat en =uite; 3Mrs I 1), Thomns, R
hrown costume with rich orninge vel-
vet trinumings, bonnet to mateh ; Mrs
Jennings, Mue dress  braided  with
hinek, large hinck hat with cerise trim-
i Mrs Hume, Black dress with
pink silk xyoke, black and pink hat;
Mra Hanalil Macdonald, a atriking cos-
tume af il with lwecoming red velvet
hiat anil sharled red ostrich feathera s
Mra George Harris, a navy blue dreay,
sellow stk vest, small toque ;o Mrs
Morton Anderson, 1 green clath dress
with pink trimmmings ; Miss NHuckley,
a lovely dress of grey chiffon with lace

insertions over yellow aatin, chiffon
vest, large transparent hat of grey
with yellow roses ; Miss R Buckley, a
grey check costume trimmed with
white, hat to match, and pretty
feather boa ; Miss MacLean, navy coat
and skirt, black hat:; Miss Brett, a
rich prune-coloured coet and ekirt
hraided with black, large bat trimmed
with yellow : JMiss Buller wore grey
trimmed with pink ; Miss Palmer, a
green dress, with rich violet velvet
hut ; Mrs .. C. Talmer, bright blue
cont and skirt, hat trimmed with fur
and blue fTeathers ; Mras Louissan, a
hancdszome black and grey check cos-
tume braided with black, crimson vel-
ver vest, white satin revers and collar,
black hat with erimson chrysanthe-
ITUIMS,

In the evening at 9 p.m.
MISS COX'S ASSEMBLY

toak place, swwhich was a great success.
It wns held in the Art Gallery, and
ahowi two hunidred were preseat.
Tuncing wias kept up with great spirit
until the small hours of the morning.
A delicfons supper was served, and [
Leard Miss Tendall, lately from Eng-
lamh. snperintended it, so she is to be
congratulated on her snceess. T no-
ticedd Mrs Buller in a handsome black
brocade ; her daughter wore a white
silk trimmed with chiffon ; Mrs Cook
in black : Mrs Owen Cox. a lovely pule
grey brocade with salmon trimmings ;
Mra Charies Cook, black silk covered
with net; Mrs L. Matson, a pretty
white dress trimmed with red; Mrs
John Anderson, hlack ; Miss Ander
sen, white silk froek 3 Miss Howley
(Timaru), a lovely white satin, the bo-
dive prettily tucked ; Miss E. Cox,
vellow silk with white lace insertion ;
Miss Williams, white with pale green
trimmings ; Miss Jessie Turner, white
sill; Miss Acton-Adams, black asatin
AMiss Buchanan, a handsome dress of
white with pale blue velvet trimmings;
Miss Hargreaves wore a yellow silk ;
Miss Neave, blue silk; Miss Izard,
white ; Miss Mendelson, a rich white
satin - with pearl trimmings; Miks
Lean,erearn  skirt,and hodjce trimmed
with yvellow roses: Miss Allen, a pretty
chiite silk ; Miss (3ihson, pale blue
Miss I2nsor, palest pink ; Miss Cross-
Lex. black sutin and white lace ; Miss
Macdonald, a pretty combinaticn of
palest green and pink ; Miss Davie,
white with pink roses.

(n Tnesday another beautiful day
for the races, and numbers wenrt oud
*a the course. In the evening at the
Theatre Royal,

‘DOROTHY "

was given by the New Zealand Natives
Operatie Association, and never have
amateurs achieved such a success. The
theatre was packed, and the opera
went off without a hitch. The scenery
is beautiful and the dresses magnifi-
cent. The hunting chorus which is
intreduced in a disjointed fashion at
the end of the second aet. created a
regular furore, having to be repeated
three tinoes. A graceful minuet was
also much appreciated by theaudience,
as ilso the ballet dance, which was en-
eored  twice, Miss Watson and M
Sandstein dancing wonderfully. Miss
Carrick marle an ideal Dorothy, hoth
lonking and acting the part to perfec-
tion, und her beautiful voice is heard
to great acdvantage all through the
opéra. In the gecond act she wore a
lovely dress of rich white broeaded
satin with pale blue satin paniers, and
the bodice richly embroidered, Miss
lilian Smith as Lydia Hawthorne, Do-
rothy's ceusin, waa simply sweet, and
thoroughly entered into her part. Misa
T. Thompson made an excellent
Phyllis. 'The trio “Be wise in time*
by Dorothy, Lydia and Thyllis was
doubly encored. Mr Maitland Gard-
ner's performfinee as Squire Bantam
was one of the chief successes of the
opera. Mr Winter Hall was very good
indeed as Harry Sherwood, and Mr
Marsh was excredinglly funny as Lur-
cher. Mrs Privett {(known as Mrs
Mongomery} was excellent, the an-
cient dame causing rosrs of laughter
by her clever low comedy acting. The
opera continues all this week, and
ench night promises to be a great auc-
cess, o8 almost all the seats are booked.
Amang the audience T noticed Mr and
AMrs Pitman, Mras Hhodes, Mra Acton-
Adams and her daughter, My and Mra
Frank {iraham, Mirs {raham, Mr
Meares ani his daughters, Mrs Grige.
Mrs Rich, Mr and Mra Louisron and
daughters, Mr and Mra Quane, Mrs
Dennes, Mr Crosaley and Misa Cross-
ley, Mr and Mrs H. Overton, Mirses
Lean (2}, Cox (2), Walker, Talmer,
Cowlishaw, Dixon and Buchanan.

(DELAYED.)

Dear Bee, March 28.

A great musical treat was given us
in the Choral Hall on Monday even-
ing, when Miss Elsie Hall made her
dobut before a Christchurch audience.
Miss Hall is an exceptional pianist;
her execwtion is simply wonderful.
Her first piece was Liszt's dramatie
‘Ithapsodie’ Wo. 14, and it was truly
wonderfully played, being mwch ap-
preciated by the andience. Beeth-
oven'’s sonnta in F major was a great
treat, and in response to an wundeni-
able encore Miss Hall played Mendel-
esohn's ‘Spinnlied” most beaatifully;
all her other numbers called forth
loud applause. Mrs Burns and Mrs Ho-
wia assisted Miss Hall; also Messrs
Hockley and Gardener. - Miss Hall
wore a pretty white silk gown made
in Grecian style, which wus most be-
coming; Mrse Howie a lovely white
sutin trimmed with ostrich feathers
and lace, long rucked chiffon slecves;
Alrs Burns a rich white brocade. with
beautiful roses, and carried a bon-
quet of roses, Among the audience
¥ noticed Judge and Mrs Denniston,
the latter wearing a handsome black
gown, preity pink cloak; Miss Ainger.
also in black; Mrs Cook. a pretty silk
blouse with rich lace; her danghter
a white silk with yellow insertion;
Mrs John Awnderson; black, white
corded silk opera clonk: Miss Ander-
son, white sitk; Mrs Buller,- black;
Miss Buller, white silk Dblouse; Mrs
Kettle, & striking red costume, with
black lace; Mrs JMalet, a rich Dblack
brocade; Miss Mnlet, hlack; Mrs Jen-
nings, A blouse of vieux rose silk;
Miss Cowlishaw, green velvet, with
white lace; Mrs Turnbnll, nee Cowli-
shaw, a pretty heliotrope blouse of
chiffon; Mrs MWestmacott, a yellow
sown; also Mr and the AMisses Meares;
Mr and the Misses Bishop; Mr and
the Misses Gardener. :

Great preparations are taking place
for the Easter encampment of the
volunteers at Rottle Lake. It is a
good place for a ecamp, and given
fine weather a very jolly time, as well
as instructive, showld be spent. The
different corps go into eamp on
Hhursday night wntil Tuesday.

DOLLY VALE.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Bee, April 6.

The weather for the Enaster holidays
was simply perfeet. just like the nrid-
dle of summer, and no wind. A great
many picnies were arranged for, ami
a large garden fete was held in the
Government House grounds, on Mon-
day, the proceeds going towards =t
PPaul’s Church. A large number of
prople took the opportunity of strol-
ling ahout the lovely grounds, and
afternoon tea was provided under the
mauagement of Mrs Sproti, who was
assisied by a number of friends.

THE TEXNXIS.

About three hundred guests assem-
bled on the bwautiful grounds of the
Thorndon Lawn Tennis {lub on Mon-
day 1o witness the matches between
the Canterbury men and four of the
Wellington men. Those from Canter-
bury were Messrs C. Cox, J. U. Collins,
J. Willinme and I*. Laurie, and thz
Wellington four were Messrs H. AL
and C. Gore, A. Young anid F. Laishley.
The matches resulted in a win for the
visitors by fourteen gumes. The
scores were as follows:—C. C. Cox,
Cauterbury, present champion of the
colony, beat C. Gore, Wellington, &—1,
5—6, 6—d. . Luishley, Wellington,
beat J. Williams, Canterbury, 66—,
3—6, 8—3. A Young, Wellington, beat
. A. Laurie, Canterbury, 5—2, 63,
26, H. Gore, Wellington, beat J. A
Collins, Canterbury, 6—4. —2, 6—3.
Second round: J. Williams, Canter-
bury, beat A. Young. Wellington,
5—6, 6—32, 6—1. J. I7. Colins, Canier-
bury, beat C. Gore, Wellingion, 28,

.63, 6—4. P. A. Laurie, Canterbury,

bent ¥. Laishley, Wellington, 64,
4-—6, i—4, C. Cox, Canterbury, bent
H. Gore. Wellington, 6—4, 48, 6—3.
At the end of the first round Welling-
ton was leading by fourteen games,
but after the second round the score
waa: Canterbury, 115; Wellington,
113. Doubles: €. Cox and J. U. Col-
lins, Canterbury, beat H. and C. Gore,
Wellington, 6—4, #—3, 65 T, A
Laurie and J. Williams, Canterbury,
beat F. Laishley and A. Young, Wel-
lington, 6—5, &—3, 6—5.

The ground was in splendid con-
Altion and nltogether 2 mont exciting
doy was spet by thome interested in

the play or players. During the
afternoon tea was dispensed by the
ladies of the vlub, The visitors were
the guests of Mrs Gore during their
stay in Wellingion.
AMOXNG THE LADIES PRESENT

I noticed the Countess de Courte,
wearing a French grey gown, braided
with white, and burnt straw hat with
deep yellow roses; Mrs Biass, white
duck costume, sailor bat: Mrs Ear-
ron, dark blue skirt, light blouse and
black anfd white hat; the Misses Bar-
ron, pink dresses and white Eailor
hats; Mrs Fulton, white drill costume;
Miss Williams, pale grey lustre cox--
tume and bluck straw hat trimmed
with black and white tips: the Misses
Edwarde, white muslin dresses and
pretty white hats; Mrs Pynsent, blrck
and  white costume; AMrs Holmes,
blnek canvas dress trimmed with
black and white silk, black hat trim-
med with white feathers; Miss Lamb,
white duck costume, pretty black and
white hat; Miss Lee, white costume;
the Misses Marchant, white costumes,.
snilor hats; ©~ Mrs Gore. black silk
gown, the bodice prettily trimmed
with white, stylish bonnet to matech;
Mrs H. M. Gare. blue costume, white-
sailor hat; the Misses Gore (2}, dark
skirts and blouses, white sailor hats;
Mrs Litchfield, blue figured muslin,
honmet to match; Miss Dransfield,
white duck costume, yvellow tie and
hat baopd; Miss Turnbull. white duck
costume., =ailor hat; Mrs Lanrie
{Chridtchurch), black canvas dress,
becomingly trimmed with rose pink,
toque to match; Miss Rutherford
{T'almerston), white costome; Mrs
Bimpson, grey wilk gowno and pretty
pink ftornl bonnet; Miws Simpson,
grey tweed costume, large black and
pink hat; Miss M. Simpson, white drill
costume; Miss Watkins, white gown,
Inrge white hat trimmed with flowers:
the DMisses Henry, white duck co
tumes, white hats trimmed wilth pink
ribbon; Miss Cotterill (Christchurch},
black and white costume; Miss Had-
field (Marton}, fawn tailor-made cos-
tuvme, black and white togue; AMrs
Tutler, pale green silk gown, trimmed
with white t!are. floral hat; Lady
Tonglas, grey costume, black and yel-
low bennet; Miss Douglas, white cos-
tume, sailor hat; Mrs Haggard; Mrs
and the Misses Kennedy. Miss Camp-
bell, Mrs Tegetmeir, Mra ‘and the-
Misses Quick. Mrs Rotheram, Mrs and
the Miszes Hislon; Mrs Lowe, Miss
FBlackett. Miss Russell {Christchureh},.
Mrs Newman, the Misses Davy,
Grant, Smith, Stewsrt, Atkinson and
others. Among the gentlemen T
notieed Messrs Fulton, Riss, Kennedy.
Marchant. Gore, Hartman, Hislop.
Goring. Kebbell, Newman, Butler,
Grace. Tuckie. Simpson, Abott. Wat-
kins. Robison, Young, Barron. Wight.
Litehfield, Tuckey, Cox, Holmes, Reid..
and many others.

NELSON.

Dear Ber, April 4.
The Easter holidays are mnow
ever, and it is to be hoped that in
nli places people were able to enjoy
the saume delightful kind of weather
we had. Each day was perfect, and
evervone seemed anxiovs to get as
mnch fresh air as possible. On Thurs-
day evening
THE VOLUNTEERS

mustered at the Drill shed, and,
liearled by the Garrisoo Bandd, marched
{0 the port, where they embarked on
1l ss. Corinna for Picton, en route-
for the camp at Blenheim, Lieut. Col.
Fiit being in ecommand. They re-
turned to Nelson on Tuesday morn-
ing, having thoroughly enjoyed them—
celves. The College Cadets were un-
ahle to attend the lllenheim enmp,
su they had a small one all to them-
seives at Drightwater, under com-
mand of Capt. Littlejohn.

Un Friday the annual

CRICKET MATCH

Letween the Cable Bay and Nelson
T'ost and Telegraph staffs was played
in Trafalgar Park, There was 2
large number of spectators, and the-
eday war nll that conld be desired.
The result was a decided win for the
Cable Blay men, the margin being an
innings and fifty-five rons, J. Blackett
making the highest score. Afternoon
ten wag provided by the Cable Bay
stuff, and at the coneclnsion of the:
mnatch the usual cheers were given.

The holidays hnve heen so beauti-
fully warm anil fine that several par-
1iez haove gone

CAMPING.

Alr and Mrs Booth and party have



