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“The Stories MIIST NOT be lesa than

4,000 por more than 500 words In length,
and free from unything unsuitable for
nll classes of readers. It will be seen by
Hule § that i1he broadest scepe is allow-

ed. So that the scene of the stary Is
1ail in New Zealand, *he cholce of sub-
ject s unlimlted.

NOTICE 10 AUTHORA.

A multe Instend of the writer's
¢ must be written under the title of
the story. The anthor's real name must
ilressed 1o the editor, and all such words
be encloyed in o sepuarute envelope ad-
dressed 1o the editor, and all such en-

;% Tust have the motta and worda
Competitlon’ on the top left carner,
This envelope must not be placed in the
M. t. but MUST BE POSTED
3 ELY¥. It must alse contaln a
that the work Is orlginal
and entlrely Lthe sender's own.

2. Tvery MS. must be prepald, and [
left open at both ends will be currled at
Ik rates. It must be addressed Edltor
NEW ZEALAND GQRAPHIC, Shortlang-
streeet,” AND OUTHSIDE THE WIRAP-
PRI, AROVE THE ADDRLSS, MUST
I CLEARLY INSCRIBED THE MOT-
T MENTIONED IN RULE 1.

3 Any competitor who may desfre to
hiave hls M8, returned ln the event of it
ng suceessful must clearly state
his wish In 2 note attached to the above

Y and must ulxo  enciose
When such

3 s not expressed, the M3, will
beconie the property of the GRAI'IC.

h Ail contributinns  must reach the
oMlce befure Muy 16, 1399,

G. Chalee of mubjlects
writer, BUTT THE SCIENIG
T.AlL NIW ZIALANLY AND HE
ot HL AL INTEHERICST T NEW
ZEALANDSRS, 1t may deal wilth any
stthjoct, [JHYSTTETIN sup-rnatural, lave,
boraisnm, dventuee, 1ife on the gumtichds,
ar country, seiareh for treqa-
L Or gl Tuvi, Hny-
kht wnd Interesting, and  free
anyiblog  unsuitable for  famlly
resding.

6. Wrile cleurly un
prpuer only.

T. Wrlters whae fadl to comply with the
wlwve slmple rufes and conditions  will
T riguereusly  disqualified.

Tedts  with  the
MUST BK

ong dide wof  the

THE BTOCKING V. THE BANK.
URING notne bankruptey proceed-
ingw in Auckland recently, a wit-

ness who had refused to attend and
rive evidence, but was subsequently
coereed by the police inta obedience
to the mandute of the law, made some
interesting revelations regarding her
nwthods of saving money. Ad she
varned the coin she dropped it inte a
little iron box, and never troubled the
Lank about its custody. Apparently
by this method the lady had managed
to accwmulate a tidy sum of money,
far she admitted having at one time
as much as £J00 in the iron deposit-
ary. 1t would be instructive—more
ars--to learn what
tte nntional wenlth
is stored in this way. When Mr Sed-
don introduced his Xew Zealand Con-
sals Bill some yeurs ago, he explained
that the chicf object of the measure
was to provide an absolutely safe in-
vestment for those timorons and euu-
tious peaple who, dreading banks and
similur institutions, prefer like the
mun iu the parable, to secret their
savings where they can always lay
their hunds on it. The DPremier as-
sured  Darliament—though how he
came to know has always been o
puzzle to mie--that there were scores
of old women and others in the colony
who had a ‘bit’ stowed away in the toc
of u long stocking, and that these
people would hail the ereation of Con-
sols with joy. Lot fucts have scarcely
Lorne out Mr Seddon™s statements.
There has been so grest a rush to take
up Consols which must mesn either
that the stocking hoards were muinly
mythical, or that their possessors did
not trust the Government any more
thun they did the bunks. The Oppe-
sition would probably say the latter
was the case, buot opinion from
that guarter is prejudiced. T am in-
clined to think that the other explan-
ation is nearer the mark: we have not
got the stockings. We are much too
pleasure-loving « people to save to
any large extent, and when we do save
we are aliogether too much of a
speculative twrn of mind to let our
savings e idle. While thers are
mines they supply stockings of an-

Whte fhere arel moves ey sugyly
_,-,-,:d-,,',j—g of anoiher kenid -

ather Kind in which those wha are not
content with other mades of invest-
ment may deposit their golden guin-
ens, Nt though private hoarding
muy have gone completely out of
T ion, there must be still a certain
number who, as it were, are their own
bankers, The lady [ referced to at the
outset eannot he a solitury exception
to the genmeral rule, There must e
others who adopt the sinne methods as
she, But for the most obvions reasona
they ddon™t say anything abaut if, nnd
%0 we never know. Lt is the custom
1o deride stocking bunks and private
strong boses, but from what | have
seen. the people who o in for them
wenerally vome out top in the long
run,  Though the little honrd doea
nat hreed in the =nme way that it does
whien aut ot interest, it a1 marvel-
lous faculty of pgetting  lrger and
5 r, It appenrs to have an irresis-
tible witraction aver all the loose cain
in iis neighbourhaaed, There IR un ex-
quisite natisfuction to the owner of the

ddeposits, w0

atocking to feel it

getting heavier,
which | doubt if even the man who
could druw a bipg cheque on the Bank
of New Zealand expericnees. Aud then
the former has noe worry about finan-
cial erises.  Yet another advantage be-
longs to the system of private hoard-
ing as pructised by some— the lady of
out text for instance. She put the
money in the litlle iron box as it came
to hand., and kept no record of her
that. ithout netually
apening the box she did not know the
extent of her wenlth; at least when
axked how much it contained she said
she could not tell. I presume she
dropped the money through a slit in
the Tid and took pleasure in her want
of knowledge. Al there is a very
great  pleasure  in soch  ignorance,
Don’t you remember the time when
»you hoad your little tin bank so con-
structed that it could not he opened
unless it were actually broken into?
Was there ever o more delightful feel-
ing than thiet uncertainty of riches;
fgquite different from the senke of un-
certainty which the millionnire feels?
¥For while he knows his wenlth he

knows also  the insecurity of it;
Dbut the owner of the tin Dbank,
while he is irnorant of the
amount in  his possession, s per-

perfectly snre of its safety.  You cun-
not have that pleasure if you go in
for a bank necount. 5 nu ser all
things cousidersd, the stoclking sys-
tem, and the litile irom box
which iy pkin to it, have a lot
vommendd themn.

IN DELICATE HAXNDS.

LADY tewcher in Taranaki re-

cently wrote to the Kdueation
Board sugpesting that she should be
given the power to-use the strap for
qisobedience, idleness, and confinued
curelessness.  The headmaster of the
school in which she taught was quile
agrecable that her suggestion shonld
Le complied with, having evidently
confidence in the strength of her
arm and her sense of jostice and
moderation. But the Taranaki Edu-
cation Board wag apparently astonish-
ed at such a request--perhaps the
members thought it umladylike—and
it was refused. The strongest ardvo-
cales of moral suasion in schools as op-
posed to cur;pnral punishment are not
I think as a rule the individuals most
deeply wersed in the ways of that
sirange animal the boy. The major-
ity of schoolmasters nand school-
mistresses will certainly not be fonnd
it endorse the opinion that the young
human cub of the male sex is abso-
lutely amenable 10 gentle words and
appeals to his feelings, his conscience,
hie honour. To gain the respect of
certain boys it is pliinly necessary
for tho leacher to have a strong arm
and to use it himself. The tendency
here in thosé establishmentis where
corporal punishment obtains is to re-
legate the infliction of it to the head-
master, the object of this arrange-
ment being 1o spare the ordinary

. *eacher the trouble, and ulso to guard

against the hasty and indiseriminate
use of the strap or eane. But 1 ques-
tion both the desirability and efl-
cacy of these lickings by proxy. It
helps to turn the headmaster into o
mere whipping machine, ond presenis
him to the youngsiers more powes-
fully in that Lght than in any other.
I have heard of one school in whirh
ihe master sets one duy of the week
apmrt for whipping operations, aml
on thut day goes through all 1l
buys who have Been gnilty of offencis
dgninst the scholastic rule during tha
preceding Hve days.  This method h
cloulilesr some advantoges just as o
weekly woshing has, but on the other
hand its dissibvantages are too obvious
1o require to be pointed out. For v
thing it Nposes an vuNecessaTy pm-
ishment. on the boys to have the
slutow of the rod hanging over thein
hulf 1he week before it descenids,
Why mar the youngsters' pleasure by
preli o Damorelen sword?  In the coxe
of the callous boys the thing., if it
dovs not. give unnecessaty paln, 18
u mistnke from nuother canse.  These

“boys huve most probably disussovinted
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the crime from the pumishment; the
cause from the effect lung before
they experivnce the latter; conse-
quently the benefit of it is desiroyed.
Pumishment to be efieetnal should fol
low swift on the commission of the
offence, and should be administered
by the individual whose authority hux
Dren disreparded. That at least is
my view. The good old method in
which the schoolmaster came into
cvlose contuct with the pupil not mere-
Iy as a teacher but as o judge and
executioner nlso was the best for the
boys, and I can easily fancy an inde-
pendently minded lady teacher feeting
herself handicapped by the method
ot whipping by proxy in vogue here,
11 a teacher cannot e irusted to
punish—provided he or she hos the
requisite  physical strength—aeiiber
should he or shie be trusted to teuch.

THE VOICE OF WOMAN. -

FP11iE National Couueil of Women

holds its fourth annual mecting
iu Auckland this year. Most societies
of the netional sort regard it us con-
vehient to changre the seene of their
deliberations from one centre Lo an-
other, and to this fact Auckland is in-
tebted in some degree for the honour
vonferred on it on this oecasion. Dut
there exists yet a stronger reason why
the Couneil of Wemen should desire to
be seen and heard in the Northern
City. According to the President of
ihe Council, the organisation wnc its
aims have been much misunderstood
in Auekland. Perhaps this way be
due to un innate incapacity on the
part of the Aucklanders 1o apreciate
the idenls of the Cowmaeil; but that
body is willing to believe thut the hos-
tile or indifferent attitude of the pul-
liv of the North really arises fromm an
ignorance of them, The Aucklanders,
it 1 be remembered, huve never
Leen privileged o attend any meeting
of the Counecil. They ouly know of its
procecdings through the medinm of
the newspapers, which the Councillors
declare never geve them the space or
the justice their speeches werited; and
it is possible thail they misapprehend-
¢d much that was said and done. Hut,
assuming the President speaks for the
whole Council, let the Couneillors but
have awdience for a word or two, and
they are confident they can ecnvert
the scepticism of Auckland and turn
its derision into praise. Tn that hope
they may not be altogether deceived.
We shull see. The power of woman's
tongue is  proverbially great, and
where her written or reported word

“Yhe orgamsalion and iS5 aims have Seen

wech rrrendersiiod ©

hus entirely fuiled to move or cou-
vince, it is well known that the sex
has accomplished marvels with that
little instrumwent—ihe tongue. Ur io
take nore familinr examples, what
married man is there that cannot Lesr
testimony to the potency of his wife's
voenl vrgans, Woman, they say, hus
no logical faculty; and that may or
may nit be; but no one who knows
anything wifl venture to deny thnt by
were foree of voenbles strung  te-
gether in no logical sequence whatso-
ever she usinlly manages to—if not
CONVINEe—y] hive her own way, 1t
is the jutention of the Couneil to toke
up the same subjects us before, the
ilen apparently heing, according to
the I'resilent, thut only by insistence
nned refteration enn they hope to ac-
complish their ends hy getting the
legislntion they wnnt.  Whal these
ends ure the Indy aid not state, but we
uderstand they will be mude clesr in




