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The unconquetsable aversion, which
even the ost wretchedly poor have to
entering  any churitable  institution
as inmmattes, is not by any means con-
fined to the ‘Od Country,” where, as
is well-known, thousands absolutely
prefer to positively die of starvation
aud exposure. rather than eunter “the
house.” At Wellington last week, a
poor old body, who applied for tem-
jporary reliet, was offered the shelter
of the Ohiro Home, but refused in o
most emphatic and really somewhnt
henrtrending  fashion to accept the
offer. She had previously tried the
Home and dikin’t like it, ‘For God's
sake, gentlemen, don’t usk me fo go
back there,” sobbed the old lady pit-
vously. ‘T can’t do it; you don't know
what T have sutfered.* According to
the report several of the Trustees fav-
oured allowing her rations aud half-
a-erown a week for rent, which would
e cheaper than keeping her in the
Home, but objection wns made to this
on the ground that it was a wrong
principle to go upon, and if it was
done in one case it would have to be
done in others. Om a division being
taken it wus found that the Trustees
were evehly balanced on the gquestion.
The Chairman then gave his casting
vote against the proposed ont-door re-
lief, und the applieant was informed
that she must go to the Home or re-
main unassisted.

+ + +

No doubt the decision wag in its
way judicions, bnt one eannot help
sighing over it. and feeling ancom fort-
nble for the sake of the poor old
woman. It is perfectly true to point
out (as no doubt the Chairmanr did)
thut she wonld e well cared for
fnd ‘much better off’ in the Home than
owt; but oh dear, how well ene under-
stands the fecling which wonld endure
priviution outside, rather than bodily
comfort where one has to live by rule
amned rote, and loses persons free-
domt of independence. Out-door re-
lief ix. one is aware, radieally wrong
in prineiple. but it makes one’s heart
ache that it is so. My morals are very
weak on this subject, T fear, for though
T knaw it’s indinite mischievous, 1
cannot resist ‘promiscucus charity.
nor before I left the Old Country was
I ever able to refuse the few half-
pence craved hy o beggar for bread, by
knowing that of a certainty it would
Be spent in beer. I any Wellington
reacder bkes to fincd ont if the oid lady
still needs relief, aud eares to interest
himself {or herself) on her behalf, I
shull he glad to contribute my ite.

+ +

An excellent idea for an afternoon’s
siinusement, comes from Gore,where the
local bowlers met the Jocal tennis
players at a tournament, each playing
the other’s gnme, the bowlers tennis,
and {he tenuwis-players bowls.,  Accord-
ing 1o the ‘Southland News,” one team
nf {ennis players played egpecially
wooel games of bowls, making a most
creditable dizplay against the flower
of the Bowling Clubs flock. - The at-
tempts of some of the bowlers to
fathon the deep, dark inysteries of
tennis as she should be played were
productive of the most intense enjoy-
ment gn the part of spectators, the
rtougrhty veterang of the more pilacid

ancd ancient pastime of bowls giving -

nn exhibition of tennis playing which
came quite as o revelation to those
used to witnessing the common or gar-

den system of accomplishing the game.

Despite  dreawbacks in  the fuets
that the Dbowlers more freguently
drove Lhe tennis balls into the ditel
than aver the net, and that the tennis
players heeume at times hopelessly be-

wililered amongst ‘jacks,”  ‘burnt
heads,' and other terms of that ilk, a
splendid afternaoon’s wimusement,

strongly  tinctured with heartening
exvitement, wus extracted from the
procesdings, the Tennis Club securing
wvictaryof two points in the ngpregate

seores.  Assuredly, this iy worth try-
ing in other places. 1t must be great
spart,

] + +*

Speaking of bowls reminds me of
another bowling ynrn I entne acroks
this week In my peregripations
through the Southern pupers. At the
Unmaru bowling tournnment one gen-
¢rous rink, being about eighteen up

at the lust head, played u fiery, un-
ta 1 gume a8 far from the ‘juck’ as
1 le, in order that their opponents
might ‘lie’ a few, and muke the score
¢nrd look u little less decigive. They
suveeeded in getting the defeated rink
four or five shots in, but the skip of
the latter with his last bowl got
‘wooded’ and drove a short one of the
winning rink's about ten feet up the
green, when it rolled gently on to the
‘jpek.” Thid is another inetance of
the cussedness of things Inanimate, ar
of the futility of Duteh bowls.
+ + +

Foreigners, when they get into the
witness box, mot unusually create
some umusenent, as, for instance one
individual did in Aupckland the other
day when he observed excitedly to the
magistrate that ‘all dem stupid gues-
tions make me vild'; but in Melbourae
lust week a voung Greek went further
than furnishing food for smiles -he
created & sensation. . He had accused
n fellow-Greek of wounding him with
A knife, and the tuspector conducting
the cnse asked him hew the wonnd
wus cansed. A constable hact just
previously handed up a long knife o
the witness, who toyed with it until
the sub-ingpector’s question was pot.
Then his eye Hashed, and he said.
‘How? T show you how he do it.* He
grabbed the hilt of the knife, lifted his

arm high into the air, and swung
round. The bench bobbed, and the

clerlt, who was immediately opposite
ta the witness, ducked scientifically,
while the press reporters felt the
danger of the situation. A constable
standing mear the box made awuy.
and none too soon, for the witness,
with a swoop, turned round and Rung
the weapon towards a door. It stuck
in the wood-work. and some force had
tn be exerted to pmill it out. “There.
said the witness, ar he surveved the
shaking knife, “That’s how he do it

The constable tanlc the knife and
kept nossession of it and the aundience
brenthed freely.

+

The temperunce purty have a cham-
pion who does not mince mutters, in
Mr William Heady, of Dunedin, who
has been writing to the Dunedin “Star’
u vigorous appeul to Christinn voters.
He expresses the opinion that the
counptry will not e ‘fuconsolable over
the doss of a few of the old hands,
atdl in regard to sowme  of them a
change can hardly be a change for the
warse.  We dn, however, desire that
the coming men may be of such stuf
as statesmen are made, if there ix any
of that comunmity to be bad.” Oh-
viously Mr Teady is not hopeful on
this point. nor does he believe thit
ahility is the first essential. The first
point in his opinign is sonndness on
the temperance guestion. A *nincom-
poop, sound on fthe temperance ques-
fion, would be preferable to a enndi-
dote as clever as Sutan—if. like Satan.
the cundidate is friendly to the Jiquor
traffic.  When we enter the polling
hooth it is to the help of the mighty
against the Lord, or the help of the
Lord against the mighty -which shall
it he? Of course, the enthn
mrentleman is entitled to his opinion,
but snrely it would be rather upwise
{0 trust the legislatiom and mana
ment of the colony to ‘nincompoons’
solely hecause they happened ta be
strong on the tempernance question.

¥ *

One hears at times of singular
lupses of memory, aml a case that
occurred in Musterton last week de-
serves (as the Walrarapn ‘Star’ ob-
serves truly} to rank with the most
laughable. A business man brought
his Dbieyele to town in the morning.
and abaut an hovur afterwards requir
ed to use it. Tt could mot be found
anywhere about the premises, Visions
of n bicyele thief breaking records
an his beloved wheel roge before him.
and immedintely he offered the sum
of £1 for information as to ity where-
nbouts, [n 8 short space of time
ubout half a dozen young men were
s(-uurmg the town looking for the
cle. Their efforts were fruifless,
and it was not until a4 amali hoy re-
turned it to its owuer’s office that he
rmatddenty remembered that he had
left it for repairsa at n =hop.

+ + +

The crusade apsinst wtreet betting
means bud times for those who follow
the gentle art of book-muking., ‘Com-
ing evenir” one knows, ‘throw their
shidows before” and mcordmg to o
Wellington  contemparnry one  book-
maker of the Empire City has already
discovered that under the new regue
Jutions there im no royal rond to

wenlth, by the book-mnker's path,
amnl he yestenduy requested B news-
paper  represcntative to inform  the
public that *from yesterday he haed
piven the game best. and wak going
ek to earn an honest living by his
trade. This book-maker i going to
mend people’s ‘soles” now, instead.
us is frequently mlleged. of damiging
them. My Wellington colleague com-
menids the ex ‘hookie’ for his effort
Ht enTning n mare respectable Hyveli-
hood, and hopes hia example may be
widely followed, Of conrse, of course,
s do I, but the world's a sad, bad
place, and ‘T hue me doots.”
+ + +*

The past week witnessed one par-
ficularly picturesque, aud in its way
important, ceremonial, when the Pre-
mier nnveiled the monument which
1the Ngaitahu Maoris have erected on
ihe site of the old Kuiapoin pah, pear
Waikuku, to commemorate their in-
rvaxion of the district, and the vie-
1orious campaign which is so glorious
an  incident of the tribe's history.
I'he incident was picturesque hecanse
of its surroundings, and the pictires
it called up of the old days. It was
nol unimportant, as being perhaps the
firsl instance of a purely native move-
ment in the direction of commemor-
aumg old time. vietories, after the
fushion of the pakchn with monu-
ments, The monuwment is a giant
‘tiki® placed on the summit of a stone
celumn some 28 feet high, and as the
carthwork on  which the eolumn
s{ands is 12 feet high, it will be
eusily understood that the whole
affair is of an imposing nature.
Natarally, the tribe made much of
il pceasion, and hospitality was dis-
pensed in the. regal fashion of the
good old times. Bhark in huge quan-
tities, eels by the hundred weight, and
pointoes by the ton were served cook-
cet in Maori fashion, while several bui-
locks were roasied whole. It was in-
dewcd o joyful oceasion, and naturally
there was much dancing and a pro-
digrions amount of ‘korero.” The un-
veiling ceremony was decidedly im-
&, and the speeches in the main
- Hent.  According to a contem-
porary one amusing incident was the
fearful and  wonderful mauner in
which the Premier pronounced sonwe
of the Maori nnmes. He started off
splendidly we are told, and ottered
Ngaitahun in a way that really lefi
noilking to be desired.  Apparently
he hud rehearsed it beforehand with
excellent resiglts. As e warmed o
kis subject, however. hix ideax of
Maori pronunciation gradeally evap-
orated and presentiy, to the bewilder-
ment of his nulience, he was speak-
ing of the Nahi-hatus, the Nati-tiis,
and  finally *Nattytoos.” The oldest
Alaori prewnt fadledt to Tecognise
ancestors in this last ddisguise, am
cume to the conclusion that the Tre-
mier was invenling Maori history aad
Maori tribes on a principle of his own.
Jut on the whole the Premier did
cellently well, and the whele aff
was, ns I said to start with, pietur-
vegue in the extreme.

KN IGHT, TIwT.

H, F. DE
(Lawely from America.)

SHORTLANDSTREET, AUCKLANIL
Opposite Auckland Club,

Specially : Crown and Bridge Waork. Painless
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Finest Quality
Largest Stock
Most Reasonabie Price:
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H.C. GIBBONS & CO.,

131. Lambton Quay, Wellington.
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The Mtest nse for puper, accarding
to a Gernmwy techoica) paper. is for
e production of bath rolws. The
miaterial veed Tor ihis purpose is -
ther thick, and resembles commoaon
bloting paper. The bath robes miad
nf 1 miaterinl cling to the boly
nuniintely after being pnt on, and us
the pnper wkes up the moisture very

engerly the  drying of 1he  Iwuly
lakes pince very rapidly.  Furiher-
more, the paper in 1 v
condmtor of heat, mind as  such
il acts A a protection agninst quick

cvhanges of the temperature, prevent-
ingr the wearer froin cutching cold.
tihppers and hoods are nlzo wmade of
the saine materind. These tolws ure
wery cheap, costing but o few ceuts
ﬂl)ll’l:e-
U DARKEN GREY

Lockyer's  Bulpliur  Hair
quickest, safest, best ; resto
eolour.  Lockyerr, L'Iu. res
Reatorer. Larwe Bottles,
whera. —(Advt, j

1TAIR,
Restorer,
the »aturai
I §lair
cyYery
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()LD AGE PENSHINS

GOVERNM T NOTICE.

Thue Office of the Old Age D'enxions s

et removed from the Custor 10 the
Government Insurance Beildings, Qneen-
strevt, side entroace,
By Ornler,
INO. KING, Dsw:puty Hegisirar.
Auckland, April 8, ixvg.
I)U]‘LIC NOTIFICATION
The OfMice of the vndermentioned Rl-

retorates, viz..
CITY OF AUCKLLAND
PARNELIL
MANUKAU and
ELEN

Hus been removed from the
to the Guwernmint Insuranie
Quecn-street, side entrance,

11y wrder.

JNO. KING. Reglstear of lLleciors.
Ancklnnd, April R, 84

E\-eryona in England is talkmz of the wonders
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FEODUCES & LOVELY COMPLEXION & CURES

SPOTS PIUNFLES FRECKLES-PERFECTLY HARMIESS

Mapanr An, mn Patri Fryos D* Mackenzic's
A > T Excriient

The following beautiful women use and highly
recommend : Madame Patti, Mdile, Douste,
Florence 81, John, Edith Cole. Dorathy Irvi
Miss Fortescie, Fanny Brough_ Ellaline Terriss,
Cynthim Brooke, Bophie Larkin,

New Zogland Agents
SHARLAND & CO., Auckland and Wellinglon.

ERVE, BLOOD, s
SKIN DISEASES
PERNANENTLY JURKD

HERR RASSMUSSEN,

The Calsbratod Danish Herbalist and Gold
Madalint, of B1, Lambton Quay, Wel-
Um, and 517, Grokae STaner, STDo*ar,
i world-renowned for the

Thousands of Cures
which have beer sffacted by hie

Alfaline Herbal Remoedies
Thoasands of Teatlmoninls
upiak for themeelves sa to the jmmemas
virtuss of thess Herbal Bemsdios.

Al{sline Vitality Pllls
Aro m Certain Cure for Weak Nnrves, De-
E!lnod Spirits, Debility, snd Wessnens of

& 81+ine, Hrain nnﬂ Narves. Spomll Fower-
ful Course, 43s. 64, Ordinary Course,
6d. Swaller Bun- 12s. and Ba., posted
Sand for free pamphist.

Alfaline Blood Pills
Are unmurpassed sa n Blood FPurifier snd
Blood Tonic, and will arudicaie the most
obutinare Wood wod Skin & Fections, Price,

trime = Vitality Pil's.

1 Alaline Universal Pills for Female
Complaints, Eheumatio Pille, Asthma and
Cough Filis, Fal Emlucing Powdera, Yarico:
cele Powdern, Guegls Powdern, Flewh Pro.
Auciug Powders, Worm Cull e, Ball Talleta,
Hucalyptos il nod Jujubed, Har Reslorar
and Complasion Beautifier, Liver and Rid
ney Pills, sud Instant Hewlsche Curs, mre
uli wimply womdorful,

lons for his Pres Book, which oon-
thins all jurticulars, many uselul biots end
mumorous testiwoninle

Ay Coampnroansucs Bratcrir Paivars.
Write withont dalay, nod sddress

Herr Ragpmusson,
91 Lambies Quay, Wellington, N2




