Batwrday. April 8, 1899.

HOP-PICKING AT NELSON.

Long before the sun makes his ap-
pearunce over the eastern hills many
2 household is a Tu
hop-picking me, neve%arv
housework is put through in double-
quick time, while autside milking, pig-
feeding, ete., fone with a smartness
which Rurp iseé everyone, a hasty
breakfast is snatched. and mother hav-
ing well-filed the fam dinner-hag-
ket. & start is made far the hop-
garden. :

The delightful freshness of the clear
autdmn morning makes evervone feel
fresh and lively. Across the fields,
wputkling with a million dew-brilli-
auts, our friends po, and in a short
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time reach the scene of operations.
Lively greetings are exchanged with
the other
the boya'

3 Inden pole on
uimible fingers are soon at work pick-

¥ the golden hopa. The ely good
humaour, the jokes and bunter, erisp
and keen as the morning air itself,
gradually sisbides ss the day wears
on, and the whole compa
down to steady work.

Life in the hopﬁel(la never gets mon-
otonaus; of course, social gossip has
its whisperings, and local incidents
are well discussed. but the work in

self, the reeord number of bushels
picked, ete.. claim a large share of
attention. Frequently a pole almost
breaking under its load is picked into

HOP-PICGKING AT FOXHILL, NKLSON

A BOP-GARDEN AT FUXHILL, NELBON,

the hurhel measure, and do
present rearon singfe poles have 3
ed two and three binzhels of hops.

I'robably the most important i
vidual in the hoptickd is the one told
off to measnre. As acon as pole-pulk
ing is stopped the hops in the bins are
welt cleaned of lenves, each picker be-
ing onxious to he the firat to get
meaxured wup. The sue of thg bushel
lu ket {or tin)

T

garrlrns the pight grallon,

the ten gnllon measure.

far Letter for all concerned if Frowers
would agree to uss a measure of
form size. A good denl of troy
oreagionally arises as to the prices paid
for picking. w . in somwe localities,
vary Iron yenwre to year. At the he-

443

ning of the present

hop-pivking
el Annhet]

nE appronching a strike

touk place in one or two gard

Fhese intended 1o use the ten

measore ond proposed to prive

Lushel.  However, the assemiesd pick-

erk had deciled not 1o pick for Jess

than 3¢, %o, nfier a dela

or 8o the growers gave

ceiledd the extra halfpenn

generaly  ngresed upon
i for 8 gollon mes

10 allon, 5

evfjual, fthe advantage being (from o

growers point of view) i

the 10 prnllon mensure, I

extend of 1d for every 50 bushe

nuestion ks to the price of |

a burning one at the p

The growers think they

while the pickers are per

they earn every penny they get.

®ood pivker ix nhle to enrn at pres-

ent rates 5/ aml upwa

one gurden {and doubtle:

bir enses exisl elsewhere) 1 k

¥oumz girl in her teens earning 7/ a

tlay amd over, while the pole-puller

1} has to be content with lix /.

this time

3/ o day, and as pi
woing on for 1 month or more
likely te Jast another forir
will e seen that these peopi
a nice little cheque when
[ 0] along.
stitnted yvield thi
down at 5,000 Lales, agninst LM odd
last. year, the vrop being gl every-
w horr, aml probably the hvn\wst on
record.  As the prices for pi
not uniform Bt s
very wecurutely
picking, but & rough estimate, that
einnot be far out. may be pot down wl
; . This =un [ Tareld
among the pickers within the ot
munth or s Hops are now -IImg
el oa Th, w sitating ma w2
that, with a 5000 hale Iln
return to growers not lkely to ex
ceed  E£GO000. But while thisx es)-
all prolubility will never he -
Feitl] ttealers prophesy low
musr e remenhereal
plekers are sure of  the
L2000 Thits it will be seen that 1
Hrowe ey
()I’ the J g 1 the
z the hiaps
tothe |
purtmn llllnitwl ta pu' toa muuh
and that p oo w
ot nnything Illu' l{lv nbove for
1he

thnt the

irshiel be paid for pi
e patial; ul th
much fairer way,
tHe if 1he picking pri
fixed proportion of the
kot rade enl when i
pleted. The womlerTul er
Tipened guick
thut picking he
tionushy, so picker
wnd dretatel 1h oWl terms,
I'n the Fox IIjH
King aml ey

by one or fwo fi
were unnble to cope v
ally heavy ervops,

rhoexgun
hadd the *whip |

‘hirh
should be taken firste ol
out suffered from be
‘The hops grown
ally  elassed
Brown  bine, green
ford’s he Hirat is an early
n large vartety. Thi
e up better in ‘cond
antl were vers T
Teen bite, called 1
inckucke al i a
croppers. The  Bumford
hops,  They pick hard,
from o grower’s side, bei
w q.g-]nn,: well.
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bnshel to the hill
g toon )
e for the
) ie between
ceptionally  pood  crop. The
yenr, thogph welly il
hph-ndul sample, o not weigh gnite s
well o wensonr, il will n
ably nnt r mieh over 1L 1o
el when d

P
aanld

lerathly

kers nre ot work in fuII uf |
calour, and one 1hat

Home camp near
of oprrations, and in the (wilight 1
cheery Hire onikide, the pi
, the duleet




