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THE MANAIA MOUNTAIN
HOUSE.

The photograph which we repro-
durce giver A very gowt idea of thin,
the latest and mort accessible phlice
of resort on the slopes of Mount Ep-
meont. It is xituated about hualfway
up I'hantom l'enk, the rocky summit
of whirh towers nbove the haouse, to
the left of the main peak. A good
metalled road of from ten to sixtesn
wiler leds from Stratford. Eltham,
or Hinwera to the edge of the Forest
Keserve., Thenee n horse track of
Tour miles lends throngh rirgin bush
to the house, a roomy caravanserai
capable of ‘sleeping” forty people or
%0. The charge for arcommodation
i~ the nominal sum of one shilling a
day: The ascent, though laborious,
i safe and easy. Ladies have done it
comfortably in four hours. At the
heuse tinned food, ete., may be ob-
tained at moderate prices, but visitors
miust provide their own bread, butler
and blankets. There is good paddock-
ingg for horses. The trip, includingy
lLorse hire. can be done from Strat-
ford, Eltham, ar Hawera for o pounl,
and necd not take more than 24 hours.

Within five minutes® walk of the
house nre the Dawson™s Falls, so
anmed  after their discoverer. Here
an icefed stream hurls itself seventy
feet over a ledge of lava into a wooded
amphitheatre of perfeck  natural
Leauty. The fallg, as will be seen
from the illustration. are divided into
1wa branches. Below the fails are
1we swimming basins, one for ladies
and the other for men. The water is
cold, bat as hracing as an elecins
ck. Abhove the falls Are a Succes-

sion of fine rapids.

'The house has not been long builtk,
Lt is rapidly growing in popularity.
s many as eighty have been known
to pass the night there; though where
Mr Lloyd, the genial caretaker, man-
aged to stow them all passes the pre-
sent writer's comprehension.

Jhotox, by Hrrry & M Allintcr, Straiford.

THE MANAIA MOUNTAIN HOUSE,

THROUGH THE PROVINCE
WITH THE GOVERNOR.

OPOTIKI, TAURANGA, CORO-
MANDEL AND THE THAMES.

{Special Correspondent.)

The promperity of the Bay of Plenty
ix umloubtedly retarded by the fact
that the settlements mlong its shore
are, with the exeeption of Tawranga,
vither sitnated on swmmall bar-bound
rivers, or have grown up on open
bays where the landing of persone and
rargo, or the shipment of the same,
are not only tedious, but attended
with a certain element of danger.
Opotiki is a thriving settlement, the
prosperity of which iz due to the
1) acres of really excelient lamil
which comprise what is known as
Opotiki fint; but the advance of the
plnee ig prejudiced by the lack of
communication with the outside world
by any other means than by water,
and that wonder the handicap of a
shallow bar-bound river. When the
vice-regal pariy landed on the morn-
ing of the 23rd ult., there was no wind.
and the bar, which has to be passed
broadside on, was quiet. Jt wis nego-
tinted wnider the guidance of White,
the harhonrmaster and pilet, whose
experience of Opotiki and Whakatane
rivers hns extended over a great many
yeurs

His Excelleney has more than once
expressed the opinion within the hear-
ing of the present writer that the re-
ceplion which the people of Upotiki
distriet accorded him was, without
question, in proportion to the size of
the place, the best that he has re-
veived anywhere on his official tour of
this colony. And certainfy the crowd
which were present at the formal wel-
come in the eentre of the township
was 80 birge that one was justified in
concluding that a great percentage of
the residents of the district were pre-
sent. At n very preitily arranged
platform at the Bank of New Zealand
vorner was presented the usual ad-
fdress from the Town Board and
County Council on behalf of the peaple
while the school children, druwa up
opposite the dais, added their guota
by the singing of a patriotie song and
*iod Bave the Queen' It was a great
dayx for Opotiki ‘entoirely,” as an Irish-
man wounld put it, and pessibly a
greater day for the Chairman of the
Town Board than even anyone else.
In fiultless froek coat, tall hat, ex-
pansive buttonhole-—his immaculate
nttire bore the stamp of being a col-
lateral for the occasion—who shall say
thnt be was not the observed of all
ohseTvers.

A very nice luncheon was given in
the (}potiki Hotel, and the afierncon
was occupied with a drive to Waiveka
pah, zome eight miles out. The ex-
pedition was  very different indeed
from that of Sir Geo. Bowen over 30
vears before, when he visited the pre-
sent site of Waioeka, and looking wp
the heavily bush-clad gorge, saw how
hopeless the pursuit of the disaffected
natives into the fastness of the hillx
would be; or even than the milil_ary
expedition of a decade back, which,
after riding up with great secrecy
from Poverty Bay, spent the night in
Opotiki, thus allowing news of their
appronch to reach that wily conspira-
tor Te Kooti, whose arrest they had
come to effeet, and permitting him an
opportunity to leave Waiorkn, of
which he availed himself. Lord Run-
furly’s was purely a visit of peace, and
to him was extended a cordial wel-
come by the Whakatohia people, whose
peaceful settlement Waiorka now s
Although the settlement is still desipg-
nated a pah, it reveals Do indication
of what were formerly the lines of
defenve; nevertheless, the place has
chuuged Jess than most Maori uetll_r-
ments, b the native whares ore still
slimownt  entirely of brushwood anil
ruupo. The most modern feature of
the plave is pousibly the £410 worth of
corrgnted iron with which the m-
tiven have very lurgely wpoilt the ap-
pearunce of their fine mesfing house.

Thronghont the day evidence of 1he
stirring timea of more than a guarier
of a eentury back were eropping up.
1 the morning S5t. Stephen’s Church
was visited by His Excelleucy, aud the
loopholen in the boilling were pointed




