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BLENHEIM,

Dear Ree, - March 13,
I the’ weather had been speclally
ordered for the oecasion it eould not
have been better than what was al-
lotted to us for 8t Patrick's Day.
Brilliant, sunshine, the gentlest of
zephyrs from the east, and & large
grassy fleld, free fromn dust, in which
the annual eports were held, inclined
ail who wers present to amiability
und enjoyment; ndded to which was
the excetlent management, the pro-
gramine being completed before mix
o'clock: and the lively music played
by the Hibernian Band in its wsual
tasteful manner. There wae a large
number of ofticials, and Mr P, Meehan
wun judge, and Mr A, Mcallister an
adniirable clerk of the course. The
ktrictness of the latter in enforcing
the rule ‘that men should not crowd
into the riug added to the enjoyment
of the feminine portion of the spec-
tators, &8 hitherto these chivalrous
lords of the creation would stand in
front of the ropes and intercept all
¥iew of some of the competitions,
quite oblivicous of requests to move
away or sit on the ground. A. L.
Melford, of Mnasterton, won all the
heats of St. Patrick’'s Handlcap, and
the humile race, also the maziden
race. A capital luncheon was pro-
vided by the Catholic ladies, in a tent
on the ground. Very few of the
spectators were known to me, but I
noticedd Mrs J, Wragge, who wore a
handsome black dress and bhecoming
heliotrope toque, Many white dresses
were worm, though some in delicate
shudes of blue, pink, and heliotrope
wete to be seen. The day was finish-
ed by a concert, got up by the Hiber-
nian Band, and mosrt of the songs
parteok of wnational character. Migs
Clare sang ‘The dear little shamrock,”
Mra F. lale. ‘EKate O'Shane’; and
Miss A, Morrison, *Kathleen Mavour-
neen,! very  pleasingly indeed; but
‘Love’s Request,’ sung by Mrs Marks,
and ‘Killurp#y’ in response to an en-
core, were delightful, especially the
latter. Time seems to have little
effect on this lady's veoice, which is
Tuedly  imgmired, in  dpite of many
years’ ginging,  As may be supposed,
after a holiday comic songs were
more apprecinted than  those of a
sentimental kind, and rapturcous ap-
pluuse greeted Mr Gerald Otterson,
wha wud encored twice.  Mr 8, Co-
nolly. Mr E. Hay, Mr Watson, and
Mr Edwuards received their meed of
approbation in the shape of encores
for their songs, und the last named
gentleman, who has only recently
arrived here, possesses a fine voice,
and will no doult be in great demand
for future concerts. An exhibition of
club swinging was given by Mr A,
Jackson, and was. very eclever and
interesting. The comedietta ‘Box amd
{'ox’ filled the second half of the pro-
pramme, Mr & Conolly being Cox,
Mr - d. Fitzgerald Box. and Mr H.
Mears made a capital Mrs Houncer.
Friday being Mrs Conaolly's after-
noon far tennis, o number assembled
in her pleasant grounods, anongst
whom were Mesdames (Gard, Green-
tivid, Rlack, Stace, Stoney, Horton,
€i. Robinson, P. Douslin, G. W. MeIn-
tosh, Currie, Hubbard, .. Mowat,
Giriffiths, the Misses Conolly (Auck-
Iand). Mirams (Nelson), Stace, A.
Horton, Mabin, Hubbard (Nelson),
Ferpuson, Waddy; and  Messars.
Stubbs, L. Griffiths, Mirams, RBlack,
Stace. Stoney, Greenfield, D. Chaytor,
Harris. Tunting. Fish, €, Hodson, etc.
The visitors were arranged in a group
and photographed by Mr G. W. MeIn-
tosh, whose photograph of the visi-
tors to the Golf Links, a week ngo,
way # remarkably good one. Miss
Gard is suffering from a_ slight at-
tack of pleurisy, ko neither she nor
her sister were present at Mrs Co-
nolly's. They are ntaying with Mrs
J. Mowat for a short time, till they
¢an move ipto their own houge.
FRIDA,

ROBIN HOOD BAY.

Dear Bee; March 22,

On Tuesday, 28th Februury, the an-
nuni schopl sports were held at Robin
Hooil Iy, The competitors and most
nf the puesta were early on the fleid,
and the latter were delighted to find
erectil for their convenience a small
pavilion, the roof and sides of which
were compased of nikau palin leaves,
und in which were placedt comfortable
chairs, nnd ulro u supply of delicioun
penars, which served ae a ght refresh-
ment for guests and competitors dur-

ing the afternoon. H. J. 8tace, sen.,
acted a8 judge of the races; E. V,
Stace, time-keeper; J. Haughey, start-
er; H. J. Swace, jun., assistant starter.
The races were won es follows:—
R.H.B. Handicap: Frank Chaytor, Nel-
son, 1; David Mackenzie, Balcluthm,
2; Cusack Mnckenzie, Balclutha. 3.
Jump Handicap: ILewin Clouston,
Blenheim. 220 yds. Hurdiles: Francis
Clouston, Hienheim. 100 yde Handi-
cap (Mins Stace's Prize, Scott's ‘Ivan-
hoe'): Lewis Clouston, HBlenheim.
Spectators’ and Officials’ Race: T. H.
Clouston, Blenheim, 1; J. Haughey,
Robin Hood, 2. Blindfakl Race: Darid
Mackenzie, Balelntha, Conseolation
Ruce: Cusack Meckenzie, Halelutha.
Abcut 3,30 pom, & deliclous tea wue
served in the bueh near at hand. and,
necdless to may, everyone did full jus-
tice to the dainties set before them.
tireat ercdit and thanks are due to
Mrs Stace zond the Mirses A. and K.
Stace for the delicious tea provided,
and alsc for all their kind asszistance
in helping to further the comfort and
enjoyment of everyone present. Mras
Stace wore a pretty pink blouse, dark
skirt, mnd sailor hat; Miss Stace
green skirt, pink blouse, large white
picture hat trimmed with -white: ehif-
fou and bows of pretty ygreen and
pink shot ribbon: Miss Hertha Stace,
white blouse, dark skirt, sailor hat.
T noticed from the colours worn that
there were on the field old pupils
from three of our finest scholastic in-
wtitutions, viz.: Nelson Qirls’ College,
Wellington Boys' College, Christ's
College, Christchurch: and 1 admired
the spirit which promnpted 1hese
young people to wenr upon this gala
day the silent yet sure signs of the
pride felt for their respective old
colleges.  Contrasting prettily  with
these colours were the DbLlack and
ornnge of the ‘Robin Hood' boys. He-
fore L close 1 would. like to say that
Kenneth Mackenzie, who has played
a6 important a part in  previous
sporis held at Robin Hood Bay, hau
wone Homme te England to finish his
eduneation  there, aud {r  winning
Ianrels for himself at the large school
he attends in Towdon. We all join
in wishing him every suceess, and
trust he will do as well in ‘running
the race of life” s he did in running
the rtaces held at the Robin Haol
Schenl, anil that he will carry off all
the best prizes due to the man whe
lives a good and honest, upright man-
1y life.—-Yours, etec,
MAORI CIIEF.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Lee, March 23

There is great lack of gmiety of all
deserippion in Wellington just now,
but it is always so at this time of
the year. It seeme particularly so
now, owing [ supposge to the ubsenve
of Lord and lLuady Hanfurly and party
froan Wellington. However, the ses-
rion will be vomnlng on xoon, and then
we will make up for lost time.

There were a lot of people at golf
last Saturday, when the Miramnr
GolE Club opened theit season. Among
those present were:—NMrs H, 1L Dell,
Mrs A, Peorce, Mrs Lees, Mrs Todd,
Mrs Turnbull, Mrs Adams, the Misses
Bell (), Leard, Calder (Awstralia),
Cooper, Duncun, Dransfield, Willisms,
Johnston, Hutchison, Rattray (Dnne-
in), aud the Messrs Todd, Tripp.
PPearee, Duncan, Lees, Kirkby, Gore,
Higginson, Turnbull, Hadfield, Chap-
mun, ete,

The memlwers of the Thorndon Ten-
nis Club seem to be particularly keen
this year. A . great many club tourna-
ments have been played and are still
going ou. I hear that & team of four
gentlemen  from Christchurch ..are

coming up at Easter time, aud invi- .

taticus have been issued from the
members of the
Clnb to witness the matches between
the visitors end some of the chosen
members of thia club. .
The Wellington Golf Club opeue

the golf weason at the Mirnmar Links
on Saturduy last, a very Inrge attend-
auce of golfers being present, includ-
jug the members of the Hutt Club,
r. and Mrs Martin entertained all the
vikitora and playern on the linka nt
nfteruoon tea, and much interest wam
tnken in the foursomes contert for
prizen presented by Mrs  Arthur
Pearce. who eventually wen  with
Mr Told with the good, score of 93,
handieap 2. net 01, but waived her
right to the prize to Misa Mormh,
who was second with Mr Iap lruncan.

"Thorndon ‘Tennls |

The higheat scores wers:—Mr ‘Fodi
and Mra A. Pearce, acore 93, handicap
2, net 91; Mr Iun Duncan and Miss
Morrah, 119, 1R, 92; Mr Jackson and
Miax Hattray, 107, 13, 04; Mr K. Dun-
can and Misg Rell, 105, 11, 94; Mr Leea
and Mre Colline, 97, 1, 86; Mr Pryde
snd Mrs Turnbull 98, scratch, 98,
OPHELIA-CLARISSE.

KELSON,
Dear Ree. March 20.
MISSIONARY SALE AND GARDEN
PARTY,

which was held on Wedneaday after-
noon in the grounds of ‘Wainvi,’ the
residence of Mr and Mra Lightbund,
witg in every wny a success. The wea-
ther was perfect and the ottendance
wuis good, s all the atgll-holdera had
a very huay time, and townrds the
end of the afterncon uearly all their
pretty wares were sold. Stalls were
held by the following: Curion, Mrs
Lightband, Mrs and Mise Filleul; fancy
work, the Mises Hunmphries and
Kempthorne; cokes and . sweeis, the
Misses Heupe and Trix Atkinson: pro-
tluee, Mrs Mirame and Miss E. Mules:
wissignary liternture and carving, Misg
Holloway; afternoon tea. Mrs Mirams
amwl a number of assistants,

Amonget those present were the
llishop and Mrs Mules; iss Mules,
white pique, with red ribbons; Miss

K. Mules also wore white; Rev, J. I'.
and Mras Kempthorne; Rev, F. and Mry
Chatterton, the latter wearing a green
coat and skirt, struw hat; Mrs Filleul,
handsome black costume:; Miss Filleul,
Ilelland dress, satlor hat; Mrs Light-
band, black, with jet trimmings: Mra
Humyhries; Misa Humphries, pretiy
heliotrope cambric, with white lave
tichu, sailor hat; Misa Kempthorne,
cream musling the Misses Heups and
Atkinson wore white; Mry Mirams,
white pigue, bizck hat; Mrs Blunstell,
Mrs Holloway; Miss Hollowny, white;
Mrs Sealy, black; Miss Sealy, white
pitgue, white chip hat, with pink roses
beneath the brim; Mrs Renwick, black
costume, smart bonmet, with helio-
trope Howera; Mrs Robertson; Miss
Marsden (Stoke), black mourning cos-
tume; Mra De Castro, grass lawn, with
white vest, small black hat, with red

roses: Miss Browning; Mrz Hud=an.
pretty  combination eof black  and
white; Mra Vining, green Howered

mnuslin, sailor hat; her little daughter
wis much admired in white; Mry
{iithbs, Mrs and Miss- Pogson; the
Alisses Hurnett (2} wore costumens of
cream cashmere, hats to mateh: Miss
Lewratt, white muslin and lace, white
chip hat, with pink rores above and
Leneath the brim: Miss V. gratt,
green wond white wtriped cambric; Misg

—

M. Day, who has just arrived from
and

inglend, ware & well-cut ¢oat
skirt of grey cloth, becoming
hat, trimmed with viclets;
ner, fuwn eambric, black hat, w
rores: Mins Baxton, light muxli
¥ell, green ailk Dblouse, black
bonnet to match; Mes Buony, navy
costume, with front of eream chilfon;
Miss M. Bunny, red and white strigml
cambric;  Mrs  Gascoyne, hamlyone
Llack sutin; the Misses Gascoyne (2)3
AMiss Tomlinson, white muslin l;l:gum-.
Kk skirt, sailor hat; Miss I’oole,
white and black musling hat en zuite;
Mrs  Lewiy;  Mre  Hochfort;  Miss
I'earee; Misa Lightfoot, white, with
ved Delt and bund on her hat: Miss
Paanka, dark pgreen cont aud skirt, vel
und white striped blouse, sailor hat:

Miss  Pasley (Gisborne), light bLtue
vambric, while chip hat; and mnay
athers.

(1 Tucaday evening, at the Theatre

Lioyal, Alisy ldaie Hall gave a8
PIANUO HEXCITAL, .

when her exquivite playing charmed
il her hewrers. Mivy Hall wore a
simple pown of white Hilk. Amongst
the audience were noticed Mesdanmes
Fell, Covk, Atkinson (2}, Houlker,
lnmphries, Blackett, Melhuish, Moure,
the. Mixaew Houlker, fiibbe (3). Girib-
ben, Trix Atkinwom, tiibson, Hayter,
Webl-Bowen, Fell {4),. Humphries,
Sealy  (2), Kempthorne, Cuthbert-
sOM, Lightfuot (2), n. Bett,
Ledger (), Melhuinh, Lepgatt,
lubertsan, Btephens, Pearce, Moorde
1}, Judge Dentinton, Mesarn Oock,
Wing, Denniston, Handke, Fell,

Kewpthorne, Wratt, King. Dunean.
Mackay, Atkisson, VWebh - - Lowen,
Moore, Dr. Talbot, Dr. Gibbe, and
many others.

I'HYLLIS,

PICTON.
Dear Hee, Murch 20,

An epidemic of tes  Hghts ancd
ket wmatches have been vur unly
dinkipations intely, aml you will nygzree
with me in thinking that these nffaire
are very mild. The Kenepuru and
Munsron wettlers had a pitched buttle
with bat, ball snd wickets at Kene-
puru, which resulted in fuvour of the
Manaron men; and on Wednesday the
Pivton  cricketers  went down  tha
Sound to Tory Channel and played n
mutech with the settlers round and
nbout Te Awaite—the whaling stati
The muteh was played on Mr Temples
Tand, and reaulted in & win for the
ton men, who agree thnt of all the
jolly outingnm they ever huad ‘this
capped everything,” They did not in-
vite their Jady friends to necompany
them, wo the ludies feel hurt about it.
naturally.

On Wednesday the teachers of Holy
Trinity (Anglican) Chureh Sunday
School held their

ANNUAL TREAT
up Esson's Valley, The weather was
periect, and u goodly erowd asseimbled
to do justice te the good things pro-
vided and #njoy an afterncon out in
the freah oir, and see their children
enjoying themselves,

On St. Patriek’s Day a party came
inte town from the country and hired
the sy, Elsie to go off down the Soumi
picoicking  and fishing, where they
spent a jolly day. )

Mr oA T Kenny, owner of ithe
keteh Lizzie, found some wreckuape ut
Tory Channel Heads on Tuesday lust,
which he suppases was caused by the
gnle of Saturday and Sunday  Tust.
The gale wns only equulled by
the celebrated pgale which Dhlew
down the &sheds and  broke up
the skiffs at the Picton Champian-
ship Regatta meeting some few vears
back, so that it {s only to be expreeted
that we shall hear of marine disasters
somewhere.

Morquitoes are very numerous in
Picton this season, almost as numer-
o8 ns they were in the very old duys
when mosijuito curtaning were 4 neces-
sary part of the furnishing of a1 house,

JEAN,

HASTINGS.

Deur Nee, Muarch 1s,

‘The pretty tacecourse at Hastings
was the scene of a guy guthering an
last Wednesday and Friduy, when the
awke's Bay Juckey Ciub held thweir
Autumn Meeting, After the receut
rafns the gprounds were at their best.
The grass was beasutifully green und
the willows guve n plensant shile
near the luke. The pretty ilresses of
the Jadies added eolour to the seeuw.
AMrs Fenwick wore & daiuty ddress of
snft eream silk, relieved with black
velvet, and a big creawr hat trimed
with white feathers and chiffon; Mrs
Dounnelly was in black; Mrx Wenley
lack chiffen over pink silk, nrul
ish black autl pink hat with

i Mrs Coleminu was in green
silk ecovered with bluek tulle, and a
blick honuet; Miss Florenee Wutt was
in bright htue, and ber vest was white
sutin, white chip hat trimmwl with
vialets; Her sister (Mry T. H. Lowry)
wak in muuve; Miss Beamish wore a
tailor gown: Mrs Laurence was in
bBlaek, with n lnce mantle amd a Dao.
coming black bonnet  with  cre
flowers, Some others present w
Mesdumes Luckie, Fitzroy, Hothhone,
Gurdon, tiore. Smith. ete.

We are all sorry to lore Mr aned Mrs
Philson, of the Pank of New Yealnnd,
who nre leaving here on weeount of
tiie  Hostings Dranch of fhat bank
Laving been e¢loked. 'FThey are very
nopnlar and will be much miased in
Hurtings,

Miss lnssell has retarned from Kng-
tand by the s.a Papanui, nnd Captain
Ruxkell hns gone to Wellingfon  ta
weet her, His pona, wha have been i
with typhoid fever. ure, fortunuately,
recovering, but Misg Winnie Simeox,
thughter of the Hev. 8 Simeox, of
Waipukurnn, s ut present wuffering
From nn sttack, and ix in the Wal-
Jkirrnu Hospitnl,

DOTROTMITY,

CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Nee, Murch 1R,
The great event we luve all Tonged
nnd loaked forwnnd to hawe taken plice
and it in nlmngt with regret T swelte tn
tell you nbout §t; for one and alt wish



