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THE SECHRET SOCIETIES OF
-THE RITUALISTS,

The vehement crusade wgainst IEit-
uslizm in the Church of England now
going on in the Old Country bas kind-
ted un interest ju the matter here,
wherewe stand little indanger of these
untlesirilble ionovations.  sr Walter
Walsh, anthor of “I'be Secret History
of the Oxford Movement,” iy oue of the
many whe have coutributed to the
Hood of liternture and speech on this
subject at Home, and his writings and
wddresses have commanded attention.
In & recent lecture delivered by him
in England, he denit with the secret
societies of the Ritualists. Ile ob-
served that the ‘Holy Cross™ Society
Wil un exceedingly secret one, andd
cure wis taken to prevent objection-
able persons entering it.  Even the
greut newspaper of the Ritualistic
porty in the country was lmpressed
with the gecreey surrounding the
*Holy Cross' orguanisation, as it said it
vould not get hold of its docurnents.
(Laughter.) It worked in secret by n
secret conunjttee, aml it published a
number of little books on religious
topivs.  If they got hold of any of
these little books, such as one contain-
ing ‘Pardon  through the Precious
Illood,” and they suw it stated that it
was edited by a committee of clergy,
they might rest assured it came fromn
the ‘Holy Cross’ orgoanisation.  That
sUviety eel confessional books for
little sinners of seven or eight years
of age, and he put it to them if it was
not right for him {the lecturer) to
advise them to keep their children out
of the way of these father confessors?
There were plenty of Frotestant
churches to send their chikiren to
withont Leing indebted to these kind
of teachers. He yuoted from the little
books statements to the effeet that
priests only must hear eonfessions, for
when God was on earth He gave the
priests power to confess sins. The
priest, it was snid, was the ‘doctor of
your soul,” But he {the lecturer)
knew there were doctors und doetors.
muany of them guacks, There was
only ove true and great physician for
the soul, Fesus Christ. In these books
1the writers uttempted to frighten
little ebildren into the confessionnl
bax by telling them that if they did
not confess they weould go to the ever-
Insting fires of hell. ‘This ‘Haly Cross'

movement was managed by a peniten-
tial committee to whomn the confessors
could uppeal for wdvice in difticult
cases; anl he added that the infamous
book, “The Priest in Absolution,” wus
dedlicated to the master wimd the Lreth-
ren of this order. When, twenty years
agn, Lord Ledesdole exposed this book
in the Honse of Lords, the whole
conntry rose ap to comncdemn it It
wis a disgraee to Christianity, e
hatl o copy of the book, the original
wlition, for whicll he had paid =ix
guinens,  Dr. Pusexy had tokl them
thut there was not the sliphtest trace
of private confession to the priest in
the primitive Church: aud if the be-
Hevers in the primitive Chureh could
get to heaven without o priest he (the
leetirer) supposed  believers  to-day
conld fdo =no. For moere than twelve
hundred  years the Chureh  existed
without private confession, and it
eonld exist «till. No one, of course,
objeeted to prayer to liod to forgive
the penitent sinner; but they did not
requiite a priest for that, The Society
hidd existed for about forty-five yeurs;
severnl bishops belonged to it and
those figures who appeared to repre-
sent it were like nurionettes at an
entertainment; somebody below and
out of sight pulled the wires. Another
famous orgunisation wmong the MNit-
ualists wus the '‘Order of Corporate
Reunion.” 1t woas at one time doubt-
ful whether the English clergy (in the
opinion of some Litualists) had valid
orders and could administer valid
sacraments, so to get out of the dith-
culty three foreign bishops cume over
from the Counlinent whose orders were
acknowledged as valid by the Homan
Church, A ship was hired, the party
went on bouard, put out to the Channel,
and thence te the Atlantic Ocean, so
as to e out of everybody's diocese,
and there some Anglican bishops were
re-baptised, re-ordained, and indeed
they went through the various steps
of eonsecration. ‘Their duty then was
to return te England, and te pgo
through the proper ceremony with
other clergy, s0 as to have them
properly ardained, and so on. This
was, ecelesinstically, an unlawful act,
as the foreipn bishops acknowledasd
the 1'ope’s supremacy. One of these
English bLishops, after his re-baptis'n
anct re-ordination, huad, it is said, re-
ordained more than eight huandred
(hurch of England clergymen: and
there were new bishops serving the
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Church here who believed in the
Pope's infallibility and yet remaiued
in the Chureh. One of these re-ur-
tlainedd bishops on hix denth-bnal wus
received  dnte the Lo Catholic
Church by Canlinal Muauning himself,
who was speciaily sunnanoned by teie-
wrunnalthengh o o Catholic priest
wis resilingr in the neighibourihoad.
The third of these re-ordained bishops
whs &till alive, sud he was grhul to s
that if the eccle i
conld not-—or wauhl
fram his c¢hurch
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for they wanted the xite for railwny
extensions,  Another socicty was that
uf St Usinond, of which M1 Athels
Hiley wus formerly a prominent nem-
Lerr, andd he was now engugsl] in work-
ing in favour of Christian nuity. Fhis
society  taught the worship of the
Virgin  Mary--prayers  were to be
offered to her seven times a day it
wlvocated a dituny of the saints, and
other prayvers which they woulit ot
finid in the Book of Common Peayver
nar the Bible. Thers was it groat deal
of superstitious foolery tanght hy the
members of this order.  The ‘Order of
the Holy Redeemer’ was very busy in
many  Protestant  porishes, teaching
the doctrines of Liquori, the aderation
of the Virgin, and the members ne-
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EARLY STRUGGLES OF STEAM.

Admiral Sir Charles Nopier fiercely
oppmed the  introduction  of
power into the royal mevy, wnd one
day exclaimed in the House of Cowm-
enter

Ateam

mons: CMr Rpeaker, when we

Her AMajesty's naval serviee and face

the chanees of war we go prepared

te e hacked imta picees by ent Lisses,
to he vidited Lullets, or 10 b
Hown to bits by shot amt =shelly buat,
Mr Speaker, we da not gra pr
T The last

brought out with fre
Yer, in a lew yed
apier Tound himself

the Lingrest steam navy that the wearkl
huel ever seen.

Lorml  Stanley  (subseguently  tie
great Leord Derby) presidled over o
seleet committes of the Honse af Coon-
mons 1o i into the state of
steain ienlpe Stephen-
sot, the en gineer, whn
examined, spoke of the probability or
steamuships  erossing the Adantie,
Good heaveos! what do you say ™
e Lord Stanley
I steamships
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