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-+ CHILDREN'S +*
' CORRESPONDENCE
TS QOLUMN. 2o

Any boy or girl who likes to become a consin
can do 4 mﬁli ita lettars to ‘ Co.sin Kate,
care ot“r:im Lady Editor, ‘Graphic‘ Offca,
Auckland.. - .

Write on ona side of tha paper only.

All purely correspondence lettera with en-

elope ends turned in ate carried through the
Post Office as followns :—Not exceeding loz. jl;
not exceeding 4oz, 1d ; for every additional
or fractional part thereof, et[m It is well for
m:l-mspundenoe to bemarked ' Preas Manuscript
only.”

P{usa note, dear cousina, that all letters ad-
dressed to Cousin Kate must now bear the
words * Press Manuscript only.’  1f &0 marked,
and the flap turned in, and not overweight, the
will come for a 4d stamp in Auckland, but a L
from every other place,

THE *GRaPHIC' COUSINS
COT FU

ND.

This fund is for the purpose of maintain
ing & poor, sick child ia the Auckland
Hospital, and is contribated to by the
¢ Graphic’ consins—readers of the children’s
page. The cot has been already bonght by
their kind collection of money, and now
£25 & year is neeled 1o pay for-the nursing,
food and mediesl attendance of the child
in it. Any contributions will be gladly
received by Cousin Kate, care of the Lm:{y
Editor, *New Zealand Graphie,” Bhortlan
street, or colleeting carcy will be sent; on
application.

Dear Cousin Kate,—I have not re-
ceived the badge which you said you
sent me. I hope it has not got lost.
One of my aunts has Just been up to
your Exhibition. She thought it was
splendid, and thinks Auckland a very
nice place, and the people so kind te
visitors. It i3 so hot here; I shall be
glad to get away by the sea. My
sister and I are going to have our
photos taken in our fancy dresses this
week. Would you like them for the
‘Graphic?” I have cut out the
consing’ photos that have appeared in
the ‘Graphic.’ I should be so glad if
vou would come and see us next time
you come to Wellington, With love
to you and all the cousine, wishing
you a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year, I remsazin, your loving
Cousin Athie. )

[I am very glad your auat was 30
pleared with Auckland. The reason
you have not received your badge iz
that when I eame to address the
envelope I could not ind your new ad-
dress, so had to wait until T heard
from you agsain. I anxiously opened
your letter received to-day, but alas!
there was no address at all, so again
vou will be disappointed. Please send
me your full name and where I am
to send the badge; a post card will do,
Yes, also please send your photograph
and that of your sister in fancy dress
Tt is very kind of you to hope to Bee
me in Wellington, but I de not expect
to be in that city again for ages. 1
hope you had a happy Christmas.—
Cousin Kate.}

——————

‘Tf I were Santa Claus,’ gaid mamma,
softly. as she aat sewing on the first
of Jannary, ‘if T were Santa Clans, I
think I'd make another trip abuut
New Year. T think T'd just peep in
at the windows and see how the child-
ren nsed their Christmas things. And
then I'd know whether to come next
year or not." :

Nelly and Ned and Floy glanced
quickly up at the windows. What
crncka there were between the cur-
tainal

‘Why, of course, Floy,' said Ned,
‘vou can have my train of cars a while
just as well as not.’

‘Here's your ball, Ked,” said Nelly.
‘T won't hide it again.’

And If Santa Clavs had cmlled with-
In the next hour he wounld have gone
away quite satisfied.

A MODEST PHILOSOPHER.

Une day Faraday, the famous
natural philosopher, was ssked by the
Assistant Seeretary of the Royal
Suciety, Walter White, who reeords
the talk in his ‘Journals,' if he were
writing & paper for the soclety.

‘No,' said he, shaking his head, ‘1
am too old. He wau then in his aixty-
seventh year. . .

‘Too old!  Why, age brings wisdom,"
replied the secretary.

*Yes, but one may overshoot the
wisdom,’ rejoined Faraday.

‘Yon ecaunot mean that you have
outlived your wisdom?’ asked the
amazxed official.

‘Something like it,” answered the
modest philosopher. ‘My memory is
gone; it I make an experiment, I for-
get before twelve hours are over
whether the result waas positive or
negative. How can I write a paper
while my memory is onreliable? No,
I must content myself with giving my
lectures to children.’

The remark illustrates the philoso-
pher’e scientifie spirit, and what is of
greater value, his moral nature. He
found his memory failing and his
mental powers declining, and accepted
the facts as quietly as he had ae-
cepted his discoveries in magnetism.
He nttered no complaint, nor did he,
ax many old men do, atiempt that
which he eould not achieve. .- _

Calmly, without oatentation, he gave
up whatever work he could not carry
on, content to lecture ta the children
who gathered to see his Inminous ex-
periments and - to listen  to. explana-
tions that expleined oven to their
minde the lawsg rof' chemistry and
magnetism, g Dok

Faraday's moral mature appears in
his {reedom from:pride and self-asser-
tion. He gave generuous recognition
to the claims of hie scientific eontem-
poraries. made honourable mention of

his assistants, thankfully accepted a .

correction, and ‘ade use .of every

make his work more effective.

ACCLIMATISING ANIMALS
IN ENGLAND.-

‘Spectator’ coutains an” inte-

The

resting account of the Duke of Bed- |

tord’'s succeasful efforts to acclimatise
animals of different countries in his
park at Woburn Abbey. The writer
BOYE;—

During the last four years the Duke
of Bedford has carried out a scheme of
animal acclimatisation in the park at
Woburn Abbey on a scale never hefore
attempted in this country. Birds us

.well as quadrupeds are the subjects of

thig experiment, and the magnificent
pheasants of China and India haunt
the woods in large numbers. But the
greater number of the animals are
various kinds of deer, of which no
fewer than 31 species are in the open
park or paddocks—bison, zebras, ante-
lopes, wild sheep and goais and yaks.
The novelty and freshness of this ex-
periment eonsist not ouly in the accu-
mulation of such a number of speciea,
interesting as this ia to the naturnlist,
but in their way of life, free and on-
confined in an English park. That is
the lot of the greater number of the
animais at Woburn, some being en-
tirely free and wandering at larpe,
like the native red deer and fallow
deer, while the others, though for the
present. in separate enclosures, are
kept in ‘reserves’ so spacious, and se
lightly though effectively separated,
that they have the appearance of en-
joying the same degree of liberty, Al-
most the first question which anggests
itself in, What is the generul etfect of
thia gathering of over-aen  animauls,
from the Afrlcan veldt and Indian
hiils, the Manchurian mountaing and
North Amerienn praitier, and from
wild-animal land quod ubdque est, on
the green pastures wid under the elins
and ocaks tound the home of a great

. and the wapiti.
- & herd 6f pure-bred wapiti. with three

English family? Briefly, wa may aay
that the effect is magnificent. During
the journey back by’ traid theough
Bedfordshire, and Backinghamyhire,
the valieys and meadowa stocked with
our orvdinary domestic animals scen
solitary anpd deserted after the eve han
rested for houra on the varied and im-
presaive forma that crowd the slopes,
groves, and gladea of thin fine park.
Thia effect is due in part to the large-
neas of the seale on which the atock-

Ing of Woburn with wild animals hue -

bevn carried out. In the phrase of the
farmer, the park ‘carries a Inrger
head’ of animaila than s commonly
Been on a similar area, even in the
richest pasturea, The seene recalls
the descriptions of the early travellers
in Bouthern Africa, when the large
fauna roamed there in unbroken num-
bers, and with little fear of man. The
coup “d'oeil in parts of the park where
the animals guther thickest ia so strik-
ing that the mind descends reluctant-
ly to the identification of the species,
or to details ot dates, origin, and man-
agement. From one position, locking
up a loog green stope towards the ab-
bey, ithere could be seen at the time of
the writer’s last visit between two and
three hundred animals, both birds and
beasts, feeding or sleeping within
sight of the immediate front of the
spectator, These varied in species
from ecranes and storks and ahnost
every known species of swan to wapiti
stags, antelopes, and zebras, walking,
sitting, galloping, feeding, or sleep-
ing. For quite half a mile up the
slope the white swans and other wild-
fowl were dotted among the deer and
other ruminants, presenting a strange
and most attractive example of the
rveal ‘paradise’ which animals will
make fer themselves when only the
good beasts are selected to live to-
gother,

The ereatures in this animal Arcadia
were prouped nearly as follows:—In
the foreground was a large pool, ecir-
cirlar, with elayey banks, one of a
chain of ponds of all sizes, fromn that
of a fishpond to a large lake which
liez lower in the park.On and around
this pool were many species of swans,
and. eight of foreign geese, but the
greater gumber of these were seatter-
ed;" as we have said. over some 1
acres .of park. In the centre of the
pomt sat a cormorant, and on the
grass by the margin some gigantic
eranes with crimson beads and grey

. wings were running and ‘dancing’ in
expedient, no makter how humble the -
person who suggested it, if it would

honour of the sun, which was making
“its first appearance during four days.
On the hill to the left, where the ab-

bey. les, were five distinet herds of

deer. Three of these were fullow
‘bucks and does. ©One herd was of red
deer and hybrids between the red deer
On the sky-line were

hunge atage, their horns just cleaned
from the velvet. In the centre slope
in- diminishing perspective, till they
appeared. mmere dots among the trees,
were mized groups of Japanese deer,
the same. breed which had thriven s»
remarkably in the parks of Sir Kd-
mond ELoder and Lord Powerscourt,
fallow bucks and does, red deer, both
‘red” and pure white, of which variety
the park holds a eonsiderable number,
a few other and smaller foreign deer,
and a group of five nylghau antelopes
from India. Three of these were
reddish-grey in colour, while two were
renl ‘blne bnlls,” very fine upstanding
beasts, well suited to woodland seen-
ery. On the right, within a hundred
yarde, lying down or feeding under an
ancient elm, were 2 small herd of
zebrag, as guiet and at their ease as so
many New Forest ponies with their
fouls. Picture this animal population
among the groves and ancient timber
of an English purk in May. Nor is
this more than one¢ among mony such
sights visible in this unigue paradise.

Q GOLD WATUH FOR LADIES
FREE.

WHat WokDe ARE THESE :
T*E N*W WsM*N,

In order to advertise our businew, we will
present to evory pervon solvingthe nhove Puzzls
one of cur hamdeome LADIER' BOLINY GULD
KHEYLESS WATCHES. Jewslled Movemonis,
and aro lelinble Timekeepors. List Price. £5
ik, Send your answer at once, with o slampd
addresod envelope. to know if you have won
the Prize. If #o. and you pittvhiwe ono of our
REAL GOLD LADIKS' CHAINS to woar with
the Prize Watch, thoy will bo sont securely
ﬁwrkad. free 'Iay roxistered post. Money returned

not vatistiod, Addrmm—

THE MANAGKR,
* THE QLORE WATCH CO., LIMITED,

105, PITT-6TREET, BYDNEY,

ENGLAND'S GREATEST.

The Independent” contaling wene re-

 migiseencer of Gladutone, ruggertive,

an all sueh veminlscences must be, of

. Ris wonderful intellectual und moral

poweyr, He learned French late in
tife, ineited to do so by his enjoyment
of F¥rench litermture. At eighty-six
he mastered Danish, A few years mygo
a dinner was given him by Jules
Simon - amd  ether  distinguished
Frenchmen.

‘Shall 1 speak in French or Fog-
linh ?' he asked an American friend, on
arriving. . .

The American would not venture to
atdvise Mr Gludstone in anything, but
addedgd:

‘If 1 were expected to speak and
could do so in their own tongue, t
should certainly use it.”

‘I will apeak in French, eaid Mr
Gladstone, and so he did for half an
hour, to the astonishment and de-
light of all who were present,

No subject seemed loo slight to at-
tract his interest. Some American
apples were placed on the table near
him, and one of our tountrymen re-
marked: “Those are rather fine apples.’

‘Yeg,” snid Mr (ladstone. *‘You sent
us Reven thousand three hundred and
sixty-flve barrels last year.!

Among the two hundred guests pre-
sent, possibly there was not annther
one who could =0 promptly have
stated a fnct of such merely generat
interest.

It is good to hear the generous (or
just!) commendation of one great
man for another.

“When you meet My Gladstone.” John
Rright onee said to a visiter in Eng-
land, ‘you will see the preatest Eng-
lishman of our time.’

A titled lady was ope duy railing
at Mr Gladstone, as was the fashion
in England until recently. Suddenly
Mr Bright turned and asked:

‘Has your son ever seen Mr Glagd-
stone?

The son wns at that woment stand-
ing beside them. ‘No,” wasz the sur-
prised answer.

‘Then, madam,’ said Mr Rright, ‘per-
mit me to urge you to take him at
omce to see the greatest Englishman
he is ever likely to look vpon,

VISITING A SHRINE,

The town of Kuin, one of the walled
vities of Persia, runks second 1o Meshed
in sanetity, on account of the famous
shrine of Masuma Fatima, sister of
the Imam Riza, a famous saint of the
Mohaminedans, While Lieutenant
Rawliinson wns on his way to Teheran
he heard much of thia sacred city and
the glories of the shrine, which, it was
said, no Rurepean had ever ontered,
Death, g0 rumour whispered, would
be the portion of the awdlacions infide)
who should be discovered within its
precinets.

To a young and ardent spirit a
dengerous adventure is an irresistible
attraction. Young Rawlinson deter-
mined to visit the shrine. Disguised
afs o Persinn pilgrim, thousands of
whom annnally journey to the sacred
vity, he joined the crowd of pilgrims.
Hir knowledge of Persian and of the
costoms of the country enabled him
to pass undetected through the temple
gates, and to make his way to the
tomb of the saint, The guardian
gare him the costomary form of
words and he repented them.

But his curiosity almnst caused his
detection,  Attracted by magnificent
suite of steel armour which hung on
the walls, he was gazing at then:.
when musddenly he found that he had

tutned  hiz baek upen the suecred
shrine wherein the saint wns en-
tombed. -

A thrill of nlurm startled him: hut
the dizcourtesy, impossible to a “true
heliever,” had not been noticed.  Jf it
hinl bren there wonldd probably have
bLren no further career for the younge
lientennnt, who suebseguently beemine
ihe decipherer of Asyrinn and Baby-
loninn inscriptions and texts, and died
the renowned Orientalind, Sir Henry
Rawlinzon.

Their Journal of  Tlortienlture, —
Turerday, nom.: Taken up horticulture;
m: plantedt un apple secd; pans; dug
it up to see if it has grown,



