GOUT

oaders of this paper shoula
know that to effectually cure
Gout the great thing to do is
to eliminate the uratas from the
syatem, which ars the causs
of the malady, and nothing

daea this so  effectually as
Bishop's  Citeate of

Lithia,
which is strongly recommended
by the * Lancet,” and * British
Medical dournal.” Supplied by
a1l Chemiats n  twa sizes,

Australian Offices
18, O'CONNELL 6TREET, BYDNEY.
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BACK TO WORK.

H1 festive season is over and holi-
day making at an end for most
people, and they have to turn from
the eaxy task of spending money to
the hard labour of making it. Dear
me, but it is irksome to have to come
back to work and deliberately lay our
noses Lo the grindstone for another
twelve months. { don't care how philo-

eophic 2 man is, he s apt to be a trifle

demoralised by a holidny, He may be
the most patient beast of hurden im-
aginuble unptil he gets the holidey;
but ten to one he returns to the shafts
a little collar proud and restive. His
profession or occupation that huas
probably seemed to him a decent
cnouwgh sort of way of making a
livingr looks unattractive and uncon-
genial. He doubts very much if he
has not really mistaken his vocation
in life; nay, he is sure that be has
done so0. There is Charley, whose am-
bition has never soared beyond hie

ke o3 convincea e rhousd have brex
& saen "

collar, YoorChurwey feels thut he pught
o hive Leen the sturdy bashman he
couversed with up countey the other
or the bropzed fnemer with his
wirt-af-door existence,  The voun-
ey’ the plnee for e, sighs Charley,

unel babbles wmong his friends of
preen fichls, Or it may be that he
hns pooe yachting., 7 v he is con-
viveed that bhe shonld have been

sailer, wnd that he can never be happy
in this Life titl he throws up hir biflet
and teewds the volling deck.  eauti-
ful visions twse, which we have all
more o less imdulged ine Who s

re that han wot st in hin easy
migg of the little farm, wndd
the vows, uneh the pigs, and the hens,
il the sweet-smelling fAelds, and the
wurin milk and the new-lnid eggs, and
the whole idylic existence?  Farming
flovsn’t pay! ray you. Why, we have
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tigured it all out here over our own
hearths. and we can tell you a very
different story. It's because the far-
ners don’t knew how. But juat wait
until we et on the tand, und we shall
show you bow the trick is worked. [
think ] see us. Fine furmers we
would make! It is all very easy to
farm on paper. but when you have to
tuckle old mother earth, and contend
agninst  unfuvourable seasona and
markets yet more unfavoursble, you
begin to understand things. I think
I have told you before of my friend
who started a pouliry farm on the
strength of a publication entitled *A
Fortune in Fowls.' The experiences
of my friend were such that he is not
very sure to this day whether the
rogue of a writer meant that the for-
tune was to be taken out of or put
inta the poultry yard.

WHERKE WE COME IN,

HE chairman of the Aueckland
Board of Education, Mr Hobbs,
evidently anticipates no ordinary des-
tiny Tor New Zealand. BSpeaking the
other day, he exhorted the boys and
girtls to pny great attention to their
studies, and it themselves for im-
portant positions, He thought New
Zealanders would have to fill import-
ant positions because, in his opinion,
New Zealand wus geing to be the mis-
tiess of the seas in these parts. Well,
of courge, we all understund that Fate

has it on the cards that ultimately -

these islands will stand in the same
relation to the Southern Hemisphere
as (ireat Britain does to the Northern;
but few of us anticipated that our day
of exaltation was so near at hand as
Mr Hobbs' words weuld imply. It
means quick worlk if this marvellous
change iz going to take place in time
for the present rising generation to
benetit by it. Well, who knows, per-
haps Mr Hobbs may be a true prophet,
and, in any case, if the effect of his
words is to make the boys and girls
uttenddt more closely to their lessons,
be will have d{done good, even if
his vaticinations turn ont false. It
must be obvious, however, that educa-
tion in the colony has not hitherto
been conducted with a single eye %o
the great part we are destined to play
according to Mr Hobbs. If New Zea-
land is to be mistress of the seas, say,
within the next fifty years, it is time
that we were preparing our young
citizeny for the onerous duties they
will certainly have to discharge. Let
me see, we shall want dozens of ad-
mirals and commanders, and captaing,
and major-generals, and lord-lienten-
ants, and legislators, besides hundreds
of less important officials to take
charge of ocur enormous interests in
these seas and manage all the neigh-
bouring colonies. Are we making
any provisicn for & regular supply of
these against the time we. shall re-
quire them? "1 am ufraid we have
been very negligent in this matter.
Bo far as I can learn, we have no
special machinery in our primary or
secondary schools for the manufac-
ture of either admirale or major-
grenerals, not even for turniog out a
decent  sub-licntenant—and we are
going to rule the sea! - Surely we
should have thought of a sub-lienten-
ant af least. The colony owes an
«ternal debt of gratitude to Mr Hobbs
for letting a lttle light in on this
shameful neglect: and T hope that
gentleman will not siop now that he
has indicuted the danger, but will see
that our whole system of edacation
in remodelled ut once so as to provide
o sulticiency of admirals and major-
generals, and the rest.  Special clnsses
shoitid be ocganised, ‘and boys that

show u clear Napoleonic tendency -

should at once be put under the best
military instructors. In the same way
the buwiding Nelsons should be picked
from their parent tree—their mothers,
| menn—as soou ax they can walk, and
taught how to manoeuvre a fleet,
Only by auch mennr can we hope to
he competent to take the place I'ro-
vidence hns ursigned to un in the
Jthilasophy of the modern Hobba.

FIE POLVPICAL MAELSTROM.

( N Aucklund  Judy  who often

spruda  her  Christmaustide  in
Wellington complained to me yoster-
day that her virits to the Empire city
were always somewhat marred by the
smell of stale politicn which hange
ubout the plice. There™s n good den)
in the compluint, one must admét,
The dust from  the Parlinmentury
arenn can seareely help getting into
the socinl life of the commmunity there,
aml fHavouring it so that after & long

aeakion it Ia quite Hkely aven the
Christmas plum pudding may tasis a
trifle gritty to a strunger. Then
#pain there ia alwuys a flacour of
fresh polities about Wellington 11 at
goes agninkt ktomachs not vaed L it
It isu”t Wellington's blame that things
are sy, 1t's what must be il o yown
is to have the honour of bang the
seat of (iovernment in & colony like
this_where politics have got to be a
good den! of a trade, and n somewht
dirty one at that. All roads lead 1o
Rome; and naturally all our politienl
iteas and all our litical idealists,
faddixtg, and cranks, the aspiring
politicians, and the despairing poli-
ticians gravitate to the political cen-
tre. which is Wellington, Just im-
agine what that means. But, of
course, you can’t. You must really be
in the vortex yourself before you get
to know the strange heterogencous
flotsam that gyraies there., Only by
accident do we outsiders Jearn even a
little about it, For instance, not
very long ago I read in the papers

~ wrard 13 fhe &W“’ t‘fﬁ Farmasnbul’ marved
by Hhe smelt of e posiiits

that & woman with # baby iz her arms
applied 1o the Wellington Ilenevolent
Trustees for money toget her toanother
part of the eolony. Her huslhand, she
explained, used to maintain ker, but
now he was a politician, and she got
nothing from bim. Agoau. only fhe
week before fast the nenevolent Trus-
tees had a curicus application from
& man of 50 years of age, who had
come from Marlborough with the ob-
ject of studying political economy at
the Victoria College. He had no
money—if he had, he said he would
put it into polities—and he asked 1he
irustees to help him towards the reali-
sation of his dream. It was cerfriuly
a case of the purswit of knowledge
under difliculties, but the trustees
cauld not see their way to commend
the aspirations of the gentleman after
the manner of the story books, and I
suppose he ia now back in Marlbor-
cugh nursing his wrongs. Alas! poor
politieian, and poor would-be political
cconomist, Wellington hus been wun-
Kind to both of you. You saw the cily
afar off with the radiant Jight of
I'arlizinent ou her brow, She zeemed
to beckon you, as she has seemed to
beckon  scores before you. Once
there., ¥ou thought to wyourselves,
there will be no doubt of my suceess,
and, Aluaschar-like, you saw yourself
rising step by step on the politieal
ladder till you had in very deed be-
catue ‘the pillar of the people’s hope,
the centre of a world’s desire. It's
the oid, old slory. I have met your
fuc-similes dozens of times in the re-
mote bush—youths aml men who
dreamt. that nature had meant them to
be politicions and political economists,
but who. fortunately, for want of cash,
eould never get te Wellington. Wha
a place it would be if they could get
there!

THE SCHGOL BOGEY MAN.

IE headmaster of the Auckland
College and Gram:mar School in

his speech at the distribution or prizes
expressed plensure in the fact that the
number of girls and boys who were
excused Latin showed a tendency to
decrease ; but he was nlarmed to find
thnt Euclid was one of the subjects of
which the young Aucklander showed
drend. I am not dispored to infer
from the first part of the hendmaster's
remark that the youth of the mecond-
ary wchoolr In Anckland are on any
better terma with these terrible an-
clents thun youngsters generally are.

H the relatiormm between the genersl-
ity of boys to-day and the Romans are
not every bit as sirained and cold as
they were in my day I should very

.much like to know what has brought

ubout the rapprochement. I am glad ta
8uy that 1 have long got over my boy-
ish antipathy to that gloricuns peaple,
but T ean well remember how sincere
Iy I once hated them. Why we should
be bullied into learning the language
of folks with whom we never by any
posaibility could expert to mest on
this side of the grave at ali events—or
even on the other, for were they nnt
heathens ?—wan a thing that I pever
conld satisfactorily explain ty myself,
except on the ground of a wicked and
guite gratvitous passion for torment-
ing their pupils on the part of the
masters. And even the most enthus.
instic Latinist must admit that the
first stepe to Parnassus are singularly
nwninteresiing especiaily to the poor
boy who knows nothing about Par-
nassng and has not the Yery remotest
anx_letytto get there. Tt fa 8o much
easier to say in od  plain Eng.
lish that Peter is agp:md llgo_yr or thgt
You know that Peter is a good boy,
than to express the same sentiment in
a foreign tongue that nobody speaks,
and for the life of him the Loy does
not see what posaible advontage can
be gained by himself or society
generally by saying it tn Latin. Am
to Euclid the boys of my day had no
very deep regard for the gentleman.
There was no love lost between us,
but so far as T can remember we had
ho special dread of the old man. I
think we regarded him somewhat In
the light of a harmless lwnatic with
his triangles and his straight lines
and his circles and all the rest of it,
What good it was to follow him
throngh his Chinese puzzle to his
fonny finale QE.D. we never enquir-

. We assumed, ag in the case of the
Latin, that it was all part and parcel
of the pedagogic eonepiracy to make
work for us poor boys and vnneces-
sarily harass us. I am surprised that
the Awckland boys dread old Euckey
as we used to call him. There aurely
must be something wrong in the way
he is introduced to them. ¥ can faney
youngsters taking a distaste to their
great friend Robinson Crusoe if they-
bad to make his acquainiance through
the medivm of a stick..

THE SHOPPING VAMPIRE.
HE fivst case in the coleny of a
shopkeeper being fined for fail-
ing to provide sitting accommeodation
for one of his female employees was
recently reported in Anckland, Tut
I am by no means sure that that em-
ployer wus the only offender against
the law in this respect. In fact, there
is little doubt that in many shops the
sitting accommedation for saleswomnen
18 very often inadequate, and the poor
girle are not encouraged by their em-
ployers to muke use of what there is.

. Customers, too, are in many caees lers

mereiful than employers,Who does not

"an? For ar ke Ataps Yie pooc shop.
rritlint running: backwiards ane frevards

know the lady who uaila into n rhop
with the very haziest eonception of
whut she wants to buy, or even with &
deliberate intention of purchasiog no-
thing, seats hereell in a chair and fur
an hour keeps the poor assistant run-
ning backwards and forwards and up
and down in a vain attempt to please



